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PR^IFAG’E. 


• 

Tn the prosept edition of Edmund Spenser’s works no attempt 1ms been made 
oither to inoderiiizo the Poet's lanjriiapre or to furnish the reader with an 
eelectio text. I have b('en simply eontent to rc'print the earliest known edi- 
tions t)f Spenser's varituis poems, roiTeetiii*r here and there some few errors 
that have erepl iiitn them, by a careful eolhition with siibsequt'ut editions, most 
of which were published in the lifetime of tlu‘ poet. For an account of these 
with their dates of publicalioii the render is referred to the Ihop’aphiesil 
Memoir. Appendix I., at the end of this volume, contains all the most im- 
portant variations from the original editions, and will SDnable the critical reader 
to judge favourably or otherwise 0 / this pai’t of my work, in which 1 have 
received some assistance from the previous labours of Church, .Tortin, Warton, 
and Todd, as well as from the excellent editions of R-ofessor Child and ISIj;. 
J. r. Collier., This present edition is the only modern one that contains a faithful 
reprint of the first edition of the Paphnaida, by moans of which I have been 
enabled to present a text free at least from one error that appears in every 
edition after loDl.* # 

The prose Treatise on Ireland, as printed by Sir"James AVare, and followed 
by all recent editors, wa.s found on examinaticyi to be vefy inaccurate and 
incomplete.f It seemed scarcely fair to Spenser’s memory to let this single 
piece of prose remain in so unsatisfactory a state. I have therefore re-edited 
it from three manuscripts belonging to the library of the British Museum. 

* Till* itlition of l.VJO anil all snbsoqiiont onrs read — 

* 1 11111 M iihcliaw me to <oniP darksome phoro. 

Or some i/im* ca\e.’ 

Some editors have proposiKl to read tJrtcie for rfmv. bnt deepe, the lection of the first edition, is m- 
tclliRihle eiioutfh. 

t Tlie nth- Itself IIS piren by Ware is incoiToetli stated. All the mami>!eript>?. as lyell aj? tin* entrj' 
on the iHioks of the titatioiiiMs' (,’omiinny. read ‘A Vien of the riiFsivr State ol Irelaml,’ but, 
cm touHly euoupli. the word ‘ present i*- mintied hi all editioiL«i tliat I have seen . 



J- 


icy:. 


The text itsell' is from the Ad».lional JMiumstTipt, tlie oldest of the 

three mmiuscripts : and, accordi/jx to Sir James Ware's account of some of the 
best manuscripts seen l5y hini^ tlie Ad. Ml^. is e\idt‘nily a very good one. 
Ilarleinii 31 S., ]nf}2, urhicli A^ory closely resembles, even in its omissions, 
Ware's text,,and*llarleian 3[S.\7-‘»8B, are \ery fair manuscripts, a^id have been 
collated throe.uhoul with the Additional ^lannscript and Ware's text. 

Ill compiling the <Tl()S'*aTy T have ent^eavoured Jlo make it as coniplete 
as possible: and this, it is h*'ped, Avill in some measure I'ompensate for Ihe 
absence or notes, for Avhicli no space cor#!d be found iii the jiresent volume. I 
liaA'o made free use of llu’ labours of previous editoi> ; 'i'odd's Index., I’ro- 
fessor Child's Notc^. and the glossaries of 3Ir. Collier and Mr. Kitchin, 

ha\e been eoiisiilted, and ha\e facilitated and lightened my glossarial Avork. 

In Appendix II. will bo found Speii'^er's Letters to Cahriel Ilai‘\ey, ri'pvinted 
from the ed]ti m of l-IM). Tiny are also to be foiiml. but in a Aoiy inacciirnte 
Editi<m, l<;7!h of Spens(*r's works. 


Arot-*«i, ISflli 


P, M. 
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it hpr nature, or is it her will . . . Wl 
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It falls tne here to wi ite ot Chastity i . . l.w 
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Lyke a> a ship, that through the Ocean wyile . .77s 
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3lAGxrPiCKK Lonl. w'hose vertucs eTcellont . 7 
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''fen call you fayre. and you dw cr*-<ht it . '.si 
More then mast fun c, full of the living ftre . .771 

Most glonoiLs Lonl of lyfe! that, on this d.ay . .7.S.! 
Mostiiappj letters! fr.am’d^iy skilfuiftradc . 7si 
Most Noble Trfird, the pillor of my life . • . S 
Most aacred fyre, that bumest mightilv . l<*s 
My hungry eyes, through greedy covetizo . .77.'* 
3fv love is lyke to y«e. and I to fyre . -777 
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neshe tig [ 

Nought under heaven so strongly doth allure . ‘IJ"' | 
Now' pinnes thin pwnUy frame of Teinixiraunct 147 | 
Now tiinie agauie my teiiie. thou jolly swayne 40'J j 
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O r.oonnY golden ehayne; wherewith yfere . .74 
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Of Court, it Bccmes, men Cnnrtcsie doe call . IKi 1 
Of lovers sad caliunitiijs of old . . a‘i<) 

Of this wJirlds Theatre m which we stay . .. i>81 
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t»ioiight 

Ri'tvive, most noble Loid, a simple last*' . S 
Ib'ccive. most Noble Loid, in gentle grte . 1 

liedoiibtiHl Knights, and honoiablu Dames . 'JOd 
lie<loubW'd Lord, in whose coragi'oiis miml . S 
lleheaiw* to me, ye siM'red Sisters Nine . . 4!>7 

Renienibraiu'e of that most Heroitku spirit . !» 
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Sw’eet is the Rose hiit growcs upon a hreiv . ,77i; 
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I#* AO ,77H 

.Sweet wiirnonrl when shall I liave ])eaee wltli 

. .781 
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Ti-i.i. me, grwd HobbinoU, wU.il (mitls thiM- 

giOPU>? tr»i 

Toll nil', I’lj igoL, whiit sliallM* the giiiiif . . 47C» 

TcU me, will'll hliall thouc weane w()e>i have 

cud olh 
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Theantniue Halid, limpivase ol tin iiasit* . (iOM 
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T(i jo'i. light iiobli* l.i id, wliosi' earelull i-n'st ** 
True he It said, whati'ier nuiii 1* M.il . - -'7'* 


PAOE 

Ti lie Is, that whiloiiie that good Poet aayl . .*{71 
Trust not the treabuu of those biuyhng luokes 580 


Unqitii:!’ thoiif'ht ’ whom at the liret I bred . 575 
Vurighti'oiLS Lord of Love, what law i* this . 574 
Lijon a day, ns Love la|^ sweitly slumbnag . 586 


VHatUMut^s toung, tipt writh vile adders sting 585 


AV.?k it B dreame, or did I see it playue . . 584 
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Was it the worke ol Natiii e or of Art . . 576 
Weakc Is th’ assurance tliac weakc flesh i*c- 

IHiscth . . 581 

Well may 1 weciie, faiiv Ladies, all this while 188 
Well fluid the Wiseman, now piov’d true by 

this -267 

What eipiall torment to die grielc of mind . *257 
\Miut-i*\ei lu.in bt' he whose heavie nunde . 543 
What guyle is thifl, that thofle her golden 

ti ertso 678 

What man is he, th.it Ixiusts ot fleslily might . 60 

What man so wise, what earthly wilt so ware 41 
What man tlift sees the evei -W'hirling ivlicelc 42J 
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^V^len stout Aehillcs heard of Helen's rajie . 6 
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Wonder it is to see in diverse miudes . . 18*2 

Wiong'd, yet not d.iring to expresse my paine 504 


Yk gentle Ladies, in whose soverainc powTC . 306 
Ye heavenly spiiztos, whose .ishie cinders be . 526 
^ Ye learned sisters, which have oftentimes . 587 

I YetiadetuUMereluuits, that, with weary toy# 575 

I Young ku’ght 'vli.itcier, that dost arines pro- 

fCjSL . 
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EDMUND SPENSER. 


, Illc vclut fidis arcana sodalibus ohm 

Crcdebai hhrig ; neqnc. si male cesserat, nnquam 
. Docurrens alio. Deque si bene ; quo fit ut omnia 

Votiva patent A eluti (leacripta tabella 
\ ita senig. , 

ilitlier, as to their fountain, other stars 
Reiminng lu their urns draw gulden light. 

The life of Spenseb is MTapt in » similar obseurity to that wbith hides from us his 
great predecessor Chaucer, and his still greater coiitem|orary Shukspere. As in the 
case of Chaucer, our principal external authoritie s are a few meagre entries in certain 
official documents, and such facts as may be gathered from his works. The birth-yeaP 
of each poet is determined by inference. The circumstances in which each died are 
a matter of controversy. What sure information we ha\'l5 of the intervening evvits 
of the life of eiudi one is scanty and inbTnipled. So far as our knowledge goes, it 
shows some slight positive resemblance between their lives. They were both connected 
with the highest society of their times ; Iwth enjoyed court favour, and enjoyed it in 
the substantial shape of pensions. They were both men of remarkable learning. 
They were both natives of Loudon They both died in the close vicinity of West- 
minster Abbey, and lie buried near each other in that splendid cemetery. Their 
geniuses were eminently different : that of Chaucer waS of the active type, Spenser’s 
of the contemplative . Chaucer was dramatic, Speifeer philosophical ; Chaucer objec- 
tive, Spenser subjective ; but in the external circumstances, so far as we know them, 
amidst which these great poets moved, and in the mist which for the most part enfolds 
those circumstances, there is considerable likeness. 

Spenser is frequently alluded to by his contemporaries ; they most ardently recog- 
nised iA him. as we shall see, a. great poet, and one that might justly be associated 
with the one supreme poet whom this country had then produced — with Chaucer, afld 
they paid him constant tributes of respect and admiration , b\it these mentions of 
him do not gcjaerally supply any biographical details. 

The earliest notice of him that may in any souse bo termed biographical occurs in 
a sort of handbook to the monuments of Westminster Al>bey, published by Gainden 
in 160G. Amongst the ‘ lieges, Ilogina;, Nobiles, et alij in Eeelesia CoUegiala L. Petri 
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Westmonasterii sepulti ui>que ad annum 1606 ’ is enrolled the name of Spenser, with 
the following brief obituary ; 

‘ Edmundus Spencer Londinorisis, Anglicorum Poetariim nostri seeuli facile princeps, 
quod ejus poemata faventibus Musis <‘t victuro genio conscripta comprobant. Obijt 
immatura morte anno sahiti^ 1598, et propc Galfredum Cht^uceruui conditur qui 
felicissime puesin A gg Tieih literis primus ilhistravit. In quern litre scri)$ta sunt 
epitaphia : — * 

Hie pio]x; Chauccruui situs rst Sfirnaerius, ilh 
ProxiniU's iu^'cmo proxiiuu^ nt tumiild. 

Ihc pTO]ie Chauceniin, Spcnscro ixicta, poeLaiii 
Conderi#., ct versu qiiam tiiiniilo j)rf)T»ior. 

Antthca, tc vivo, \'ixit plausi^qiio poe^>ls ; 

Kuiic nioritiu'a timet, te muneiitc, mori.* 

• Edmund Spencer, of London, far the first of the English Poets ot oiir agi*, as his 
])oenis. prove, written under the smile of the Muses, and with a genius dost inofl to live. 
He died prematurely in the year of salvation 1598, and is buried in ar Geoffrey Chaucer,* 
who was the first most happily to set forth poetry in English writing’: a nil on him 
were written these epitaphs : — 

Here nigh to ChauciT Spenser lie*. ; to whom 

In genius next he woe, u;* now in tomb. 

Here nigh to Chaucer, Si)cn>jer, stniult, tliy tiearsc,* 

Still neun'r staudst thou to him in thy verse. 

Whilst thou didst live, lived English poetry ; 

Now thou art dead, it fears that it shall die.* 

The next notice is found in Drummond’s account of Hen Junsun’s conversations 
with him in the year 1618 : , 

‘ISpencers stanzas pleased him not, nor his matter. The meaning of the allegory of 
his Fairy Queen he had delivi-n^-d in writing to Sir W.ilter Rawleigh, which was, " that 
by the Bleating Beast he tuidersloixl the Puritans, and by the false Duessa the Queen 
of Scots.” Ho told, that Spencer’s goods were robbed by tlio Irish, and his house and 
a little child burnt, he and his wife escaped, and jiff it died for want of bread in King 
Street ; he refused 20 pieces sent liim by iny lord Essex, and said he was sure he had 
no time to spend them.' t • 

The third record occurs in CantJenV Hu>iory of Qiiccn Fil.iza}tpth {Annalra rmim 
AnffJwarum et Hih-mirnrum re^uante Elizahctha)^ first published in a complete form 
m 1628. There the famous antiquary registering what demises marked the year 
1598 (our March 25, 1598. to March 24, 1599), adds to his list Edmund Spenser, and 
thus writes of him : ‘ Ed. Spenserus, patria Londinensis, Cantabrigienis autem alumnus, 
Musis adeo arridentibus natiis ut omnes Anglicos superioris aevi Poetas, ne Cfa&.ucero 
quj^em concive excepto, superaret. Sed peculiari Poetis fato semper cum paupertate 
conflictatus, etsi Greio Hiberni 2 p proregi fuerit ab epistolis. Vix enim ibi sccessum ot 
scribendi otium nactus, quam a rebellibus e luribus ejeetus et bonis spoliatus, in 
Angltam inops reversus stutini exspiravit, We.slmonaBtorii prope Chaucerum iropensis 

* Compare * Undemmitli thiu sable fiea/se, itu.* 

t Works uf WilUuni HrummuuU of llowthoniilen. Edinburgh, 1711, p. 225, 



EDMUND SFENSER. 


xiii 


comitis ^EJssezise inhumatus, Poetis funoa ducentibus flebilibuiique carminibiiB et 
f»ii.1aTii iw in tumulmn coiijcctis.’ * This is to say : ‘ Edmund Spenser, a Londoner by 
birth, and a scholar also of the University of Cambridge* born under so favourable 
an aspect of *tho Muses that he surpassed all the English Poets of former times, not 
excepting Chaucer himse^; his fellow-citizen. But by a fate which still follows Poets, 
ho always wrestled with poverty, though he had been secretaiy the Lord Grey, 
Lord Deputy of Ireland. For scarce had he there settled himsel." fnto a retired 
privfu-y and^got leisure to write, when he was bj^the rebels thrown out of his dwelling, 
plun4,ered of his goods, aigl returned ipto England a poor man, where he shortly after 
died and was interred at Westminster, near to Chaucer, at the charge'^f the Earl of 
Essex, his hearse being attended by poets, and motruful elegies and poems with the 
pe,us that wrote them thrown into his tomb.’ f 

In 1G33, Sir Janies Ware prefaced his edition of Spenser’s prose work on the State of 
Ireland with these remarks : — ^ 

‘ How far these collections may conduce to the knowledge of the antiquities and 
state of this land, let the lit reader judge : yet something 1 may not passe by 
touching Mr. J^ldnmnd Spenser and the worke it selfe, lest 1 shoifld seeme to offer 
injury to his worth, by others so much celebrated. Hee was borne in London of an 
ancient and noble family, and brought up in the Universitie of Cambridge, whore 
(as tho fruites of his after labours doe manifest) he mispent not his time. Alter this 
ho became secretary to Arthur Lord Grey of Wilton, Lord Deputy of Ireland, a 
valiant and wortlty govemour, and shortly after, for his Services to the Crowne, he 
had bestowed upon him by Queene Elizabeth, 3,000 acres of land in the countie of 
Cuike. There ho finished the latter part of that excellent poem of his “ Faery Queeiie,” 
which was soone after unfortunately lost by the disorder and abuse of his servant, 
whom lie had sent before him into England, being then a rehellihiis (as Camden^ 
wonls are) e iaribvs ejectvs et bonis spoliatns. He deceased at Westminster in the 
year 1599 (others liave it w’rongly 1598), soon after his return into Plngland, and 
was buried according to his own desiro in the collegiat church there, neere unto 
Chaucer whom he W'orthily imitated (at the costes of Robert Earle of Essex), 
whereupon this epitaph was framed.’* And then are quoted the epigrams alrt^ady 
given from Camden. 

The next passage that can be call^ an account of Spenser is found in FulWs 
Worthies of England, first published in 1662, and runs as follows : — 

* Edmond Spencer, born in this city (London), wa% brought up in Fembroke-hall in 
Cambridge, where he became an excellent scholar; but especially most happy in 
Plnglish Poetry ; as his works do declare, in which the many Chaucerisms used (for 1 
will not ^y affected by him) are thought by the ignorant to be blemishes, known by 
the learned to bo beauties, to his book ; which notwithstanding had been more sale- 
able, if more conformed to our modem language. 

‘There pisseth a story commonly told and believed, that Spencer presenting his 
poems to queen Elizabeth, she, highly affected therewith, commanded the lord Cecil, 
* Annales, cd. Heame, ili. 788. 

t Hxatoiy (\f KlUabefh^ (iueen of England. Ed. 1688, pp. 664, 666. 
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her treasurer, to give him an hundred pound ; and when the treasurer (a good stoward 
of the queen’s money) alledged that sum was too much ; “ Then give him,” quoth the 
queen, “ What is reason ; ” io which the lord consented, but was so busied, belike, about 
matters of higher concernment, that Spencer received no reward, whereupon he 
presented this petition in a small piece of paper to the queen in her progress : — 

I was promis'd on a time, f 

To liavo rGOBon for mv rliymc ; 

Piom that time unto this season, 

I receiv’d nor rhyme nor reason. 

* Hereupon the queen gave strict order (not without some check to her treaiiurcr), 
for the present payment of the hundred pounds the first intended unto him. 

‘ He afterwards went over into Ireland secretary to the, lord Gray, lord deputy 
thereof ; and though that his oflRce under his lord was lucrative, yet got he no estate ; 
but saith my author “ peculiari poetis fato semper cum paupertate conflictatus est.” So 
tliat it fared little better with him than with William Xilander the German (a most 
excellent linguist, antiquarj', philosopher and mathematician), who was ‘so poor, that 
(as Thuanus saitn), he was thought “ fami non fam» scriberp.“ 

‘Returning into England, ho was robb’d by the rebids of that little he had; and 
dying for grief in great want, anno 1598, was honourably buried nigh Chaucer in 
Westminster, where this distich eoncludeth his epitaph on his monument 

AupUca, te vivo, vixit plausitgno ijocsIb ; 

Nunc moritura timet, te morientc, morl. 

Whikt thou dulst live, liv’d*EngliBh jwetry , 

Which fears now thou art dead, tliat she shall die. 

. ' Nor must we forget, that the expence of his funeral and monument was defrayed at 
the sole charge of Robert, first of that name, earl of Essex.’ 

The next account is given by Edward Phillips in his Theatrwn Poetarum Anglicano- 
Tunij first published in 1675. This Phillips was, as is well known, Milton's nephew, 
and according to Warton, in his edition of Milton's juvenile poems, ‘ there is good 
reason to suppose that Milton throw many additions and corrections into the Theatrum 
Poetarum.' Phillips' words therefore have an additional interest for us. 'Edmund 
Spenser,’ he writeis, ‘ the first of our English poets that brought heroic poesy to any 
perfection, his “ Fairy Queen ” being for great invention and poetic heighth, jud^d little 
inferior, if not equal to the chieftof the ancient Greeks and Latins, or modem Italians; 
but the first poem that brought him into esteem was his “ Shepherd’s Calendar,” which 
so end(‘ared him to that noble patron of all vertue and learning Sir Philip Sydney, 
that he made him known to Queen Elizabeth, and by that means got him preferred to 
be secretary to his brother * Sir Heniy Sidney, who was sent deputy into Ireland, 
f where he is said to have written his “Faerie Queen;” but upon the return of Sir Henry, 
his employment ceasing, he also return’d into England, and having lost his great 
frieml Sir Philip, fell into poverty, yet made his last refuge to the Queen’s bounty, 
and had 500^. ordered him for his support, which nevertheless was abridged to 100/. 


* Father. 
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by Cecil, who, hearing of it, and owing him a grudge for some reflections in Mother 
Hubbard’s Tale, cr^d out; to the queen, What ! all this for a song? This he is said 
to have taken so much to heart, that he contracted a d^p melancholy, which soon 
after brought' his life to a period. So apt is an ingenuous spirit to resent a slighting, 
even from the greatest persons ; and thus much I must needs say of the merit of so 
great a poet from so great a monarch, that as it is incident to the best of poets some- 
times to flatter some royal or noble patron, never did any do it more tb the height, 
or with greater art or elegance, if the* highest of praises attributed to so heroic a 
princess can’justly bo termed flattery.’ * 

Whfln Sponsor’s works were reprintcci — ^the first three books of the t'aerie Queene 
for the seventh time — in 1679, there was addedaan account of his life. In 1687, 
Winstanley, in his Zives of tlie most famous English Poets, wrote a formal bio- 
graphy. • 

These are the oldest account* of Spenser that have been handed down to us. In 
several of them jnythical features and blunders are clearly discernible. Since Wiustan- 
loy’s time, it may be added, Hughes in 1715, Dr. Birch in 1731, Church in 1758, 
Upton ill that same year, Todd in 1805, Aikin in 1806, Robinson in 1825, Mitford 
in 1839, Prof. Craik in 1845, Prof. Child in 1855, Mr. Collier in 1862, Dr. Grosart in 
1884. have re-told what little there is to tell, with various additions and subtrac- 
tions. 

Our external sources of information an‘, then, extremely scanty. Fortunatrly our 
internal sources are somewhat less meagre. No poet over ifiiore emphatically lived in 
his poetry than did Spenser. The Muses were, so to speak, hi < own bosom friends, to 
whom he opened all his heart. With them he conversed perj)etually on the various 
events of his life ; into their ears he poured forth constantly the tale of his joys and 
his sorrows, of his hopes, his fears, his distresses. • 

Ho was not one of those poets who can put off themselves in their works, who can 
forego their own interests and passions, and live for the time an extraneous life. 
There is an intense personality about all his writings, ns in those of Milton and of 
Wordsworth, lii reading them you can never forget the poet in the poem. They 
directly and fully reflect the poet’s own%ature and his circumstances. They are, as it 
were, fine spiritual diaries, refined self-portraitures. Horace’s description of his own 
famous fore-runner, quoted at the head of this memoir, applies excffllcntly to Spenser. 
On this account the scantiness of our external means of knowing Spenser is perhaps 
the less to be regretted. Of him it is eminently tru* that we may know him from his 
works. His poems are his best biography. In the sketch of his life to be given here 
his poems shall be our one grt'at authority. 

' * Theatium Poa. Anglic., ed. Brydges, 1800, pp. 148, 149, 
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CHAPTER I. 

^ 1552-1579. 

FROV SPEXSFr's niRTH TO THF PUBLICaTION OF THE SHEPHEAEO's CALENDAR. 

Edmund Spenser was born in London in the year 1^d2, or possibly 1551. For both 
these statements we have directly or indirectly his own authority. In his Prothalamion 
he sings of certain swans whom in a vision he saw floating down the river ‘ Themmes/ 
that 

At tliPN all ti» nicry Lnnilon oanio. 

To iiier.\ Lond<in. my kj ndly nuriMJ. 

That to 1110 pavo this firfet imtivo soiirso, 

Tliou}?h fioin unotluT pliun.* ] tako ni) 

Ay lioutc* of aniu'iout luuio. 

A MS. note b> Oldys the antiquary in .Winslaiiley's JAi'cs of the most famous 
Kucflish Poets, states that the precise locality of his birth was East Rniithfield. East 
.Smitlifield Ins just to the oast of the Tower, and in the middle of the sixteenth 
€ century, when the Tower was still one of the chief centres of London life and ini- 
portancf', was of course a neighbourhood of far diflferent rank and degree from its 
present social status. The date of his birth is concluded with sufficient certainty 
fr<jm one of his sonnets, viz. sonnet CO; which it is pretty well ascertained was 
compo'^ed ill the year 1593. These sonnets are, as we shall see, of the amorous 
wooing sort , lu the one of them just mentiolKsd, the sighing poet declares that it is 
but a year since he fell in love, but that tliat year has seemed to him longer 
• 

Then al thoac fourty which iny life ont-went. 

Hence it is gathered that he wos^nost probably born in 1552. The inscription, then, 
over his tomb in Westminster Abbey errs in assigning his birth to 1553 ; though the 
error is less flagrant than that perpetrated by the inscription that preceded the 
present one, which set down as his natal year 1510. t 

Of his parents the only fact .secured is that his mother’s name was Elizabeth. This 
• appears from sonnet 74, w'here he apostrophii^s those 

.Mont hnppy IftOTKl fram'd liy KkllfuU trade 
With whicli tliat liappy uonie woe firat dcHynd, 

I'lie wtiirh three tiincN tlirue liappy liath me mode. 

With (HiiftH of b(Nly, fortune and of mind. 

1'lie first my bcinir tome imvc hy kind 
Fbou motben womb deriv'd by dew descent. 
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The second is the Queen^ the third ‘ my love, my lives last ornament.’ A careful 
examination by Mr. Collier and others of what parish registers there are extant in 
such old churches as stand near East Smithfield— the Great Fire, it will be re- 
membered, broke out some distance west of the Tower, and raged mainly westward — 
has fiiilcd to -discover any trace of the infant Spenser or his paren^. An ‘ Edmund 
Spenser’ who is mentioned in the Books of the Treasurer of*the Queen’# Chamber in 
1560, as paid for betiring letters from 8ir Henr^ Norris, her Majesty’s ambassador in 
Franco, to the Queen,* an)} who with but slight probability has been surmised to be 
the poet himself, is scarcely more plausibly conjectured by IVIr. Collier to*be the poet’s 
father. The utter silence about his parents, with%he single exception quoted, in the 
works of one who, as has Ix^en said above^ made poetry the contidante of all his joys 
and sorrows, is remarkable. 

Whoever they were, he was^well connected on his father’s side at least. ‘ The 
nobility of the Spensers,’ writes Gibbon, ‘ has been illustrated and enriched by the 
trophies of Marlborough; but I exhort them to consider the “Faerie Queen” as the 
most precious jewel of their coronet.’ Spenser was connected wkh the then not 
ennobled, but highly influential family of the Spencers of Althorpe, Northamptonshire. 
Theirs was the ‘ house of auncient fame,’ or perhaps we should rather say they too 
l)elonged to the ' house of auncient fame ’ alluded to in the quotation made above from 
the Protkalamwn. He dedicates various poems to the daughters of Sir John Spc'ucer, 
who was the head of that family during the poet’s youth {*ud earlier manhood doi»n 
to 1080, and in other placo.s mentions these ladie.s with many expressions oi regard 
and references to his affinity. ‘ Most faire and vertuous Ladio,’ he writes to the ‘ Ladie 
Compton and Mountegle,’ the fifth daughter, in his dedication to her of his Mother 
Hid)herd» Talc^ ‘having often sought opportunitie by some good meanes to maktk 
knowen to your Ladiship the humble affection and faithfull ductie, which I have 
alwaies professed and am bound to beare to that house, from whence yee spring. 1 
have at length found occasion to remember the same by making a simple present to 
you of these my idle labours, &c.’ To another daughter, ‘ the right worthy and 
vertuous ladie the Ladie Carey,’ he dedicates his Muiopotmos ; to another, ‘ the right 
honorable the Didie Strange,’ his Teares of the Muses. In the latter dedication he 
speaks of ‘your particular bounties, and also some private bands o^ affinitic, which it 
hath pleased your Ladiship to acknowledge.’ It was for this lady Strange, who became 
subsequently the wife of Sir Thomas Egerton, that* one who came after Sinniser — 
Milton — wrote the Arcades. Of these three kinswomen, under the names of Phyllis, 
Chari llis, and sweet Amaryllis, Spenser speaks unco more in his Colin Clouts Conte 
Home Again ; he speaks of them as 

The honour of the noble familie i 

Of which 1 meanest boast myself to be. 

For the particular branch of the Spencer or Spenser family — one branch wrote the 
name with s, another with c — to which the poet belonged, it has been well suggested 

* See Peter Cunningham's Introduction to Extracts from Accounts of the Revels at Court, (Bhak« 
Bticare Society.) 
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that it was that buttled in JHast Lancashire in the neighbourhood of Fendle Forest. It 
is known on the authority of his friend Kirke, whom we shall mention again presently, 
that Spenser retired to the North after leaving Cambridge; traces of a Northern 
dialect appear in the Shepheardes Calendar ; the Christian name Edmund is shown by 
the parish registers to have been a favourite with one part oV the Lancashire branch — 
with that loc<ite(I*near Filley Close, three miles north of Hurstwood, ne&r Burnley. 

Spenser then was bom in Ijondoni probably ^n East Smithfield, about a year before 
those hideous Marian fires began to blaze in West Smithfield. He ha^ at least one 
sister, and pK;hably at least one brother. His memory would begin to bfe rdtentive 
about the time of Queen Elizabetii's accession. Of his great contemporaries, with 
most of whom he was to be brought eventually into contact, Baloigh was bom at 
Hayes in Hovonsliire in the same year inth him, Camden in Old Bailey in 1551, 
Hooker near Exeter in or about 1553, Sidney at Pftishurstin 1554, Bacon at York 
House in the West. Strand, 1561, Shakspere at Stratford-on-Avon in 1564, Hobert 
l)evereux, afterwards second Earl of Essex, in 1667. 

Tlie next sssuv^d fact concerning Spenser is that ho w'as educated at the Merchant 
Taylort*’ School, then just founded. This we learn from an entry in ‘ The Spending of 
the Money of Robert Nowell, Esq.,’ of Tleade Hall, Lancashire, brother of Alexander 
Nowell, Dean of St. Paul’s. In an accompt of sums ‘goven to poor schollors of dyvors 
gramare schollcs ’ we find Xs. given, April 28, 1569, to * Edmond Spensore 
Soholler of the lllerchanfb Tayler Scholl ; ’ and the identification is established by 
the occasion being described as * his gowinge to Penbrocke Hall in Chambridge,’ for 
wc know that the future poet was admitted a Sizar of Pembroke College, then styled 
Hall, Cambridge, in 1569. Thus we may fairly conclude that Spenser was not only 
'London born but London bred, though he may have from tifne to time sojourned 
with relatives and connections in Lancashire * before his undergraduateship, as well 
as after. Thus a conjecture of Mr. Collier’s may confidently be discarded, who in the 
muster-book of a hundred in Warwickshire has noted the record of one Edmund 
Spenser as living in 1569 at Kingsbury, and conjectures that this was the poet’s 
father, and that perhaps thefioet spent his youth in the same county with Shakspere. 
It may be much doubted whether it is a just assumption that every Edmund Spenser 
that is in any M’ay op anywhere mentioned in the Elizabethan era was either the poet 
or his father. Nor, should it be allowed that the Spenser of Kingsbury was indeed 
the poet's father, could we reasonably indulge in any pretty pictures of a fine friend- 
ship between the future authors of Hamlet and of the Faerie Queene. Shakspere was 
a mere child, not yet passed into the second of his Seven Ages, when Spenser, being 
then about seventeen years old, went up to the University. However, ^is matter 
j jieed not be further considered, as there is no evidence whatever to connect Spenser 
with Warwickshire. 

* It may be suggested that wliat arc eallerl the aruhaiBinB of Speiiacr’a style may bo in part 
dup to tlic author's long rcsidciioc In the country witli one of the older forms of the language spoken 
nil round him and spoken by him, in fact his vernacular. I say in part, because of course his muoh 
study .if Chaucer must be taken Into account. But, as Mr. Blchord Morris has remarked to me, he 
could not havr drawn from Ohauocr those forms and words of a northern dialect which appear in the 
Cailen4ar, 
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But in picturing to ourselves Spenser’s youth weYnust not think of liondon as it 
now is» or of East Smithfield as now cut off from the country by innumerable acres of 
bricks and nprtar. The green fields at that time were dbt far away from Spenser’s 
birthplace. And thus, not without knowledge and sympathy, but with appreciative 
variations, Spenser could re-echo Marot's ‘ Eglogue au Boy sous les noms de Pan et 
Bobin,* and ' its description of a boy’s rural wandering^ and fielig^Lts. See his 
Sh^heardes Ctdendar^ December : — • 

Wlillome in youth when flowrcl my joy full spring, 

LiMfe swallow swift I trandred here and there ; 

For heate of hecdlcaae lust me did so sting. 

That 1 oft doubted daungcr ha(Aio fcare : 

1 went the wastefull woodes and fbrrest wide 

Wltbouten dread of wolves to bene espide. 

I wont to ifiunge amid the mazie thioket 
. And gather nuttes to make my Ohristnias cramu. 

And joyed oft to chaoe the trembling pricket. 

Or hunt the hartlcsac bare till she were tanir*. 

Wliat wreaked I of wiutric ages waste ? 

Tho deemed I my spring would ever last. 

How often hiive I scaled the craggic oke 
All to dislodge the raven of her nest ? 

How have I wearied, with many a stroke. 

The stately walnut-tree, the while the restf 

Under the tro«' fell all for uuttea at stnfc ? 

For like to me was libertie and life. 

To be sure he is here paraphmsing, and also is writing in the language of pastoral 
poetry, that is, the language of this passage is metaphorical ; but it is equally cleiui 
that the writer was intimately and thoroughly acquainted with that life from which 
the metaphors of his original are drawn. He describee a life he had lived. 

It seems probable that he was already an author in some sort when he wont up to 
Cambridge. In the same year in which he became an undergraduate there appeared 
a work eiftitled, ‘A Theatre whereth bo represented us well the Miseries and 
Calamities that follow the Voluptuous Worldlings as also tlio greate Joyes and 
PJesupos which the Faithful do enjoy.* An Argument both Profitsfble and Delectable 
to all that sincerely loue the Word of Grod. Deuised by S. John Vandcr Noodt.’ 
Vander Noodt was a native of Brabant who had sought refuge in England, ‘ us well 
for that 1 would not behuldo the abominations of the Bomyshe Antechrist as to escape 
the handos of the bloodthirsty.’ ‘ In the meane space,’ he continues, ‘ for the avoyding 
of idleuefte (tho very mother and noiirioo of all vices) I have among other my 
travayles bene occupied aooute thys little Treatyse, wlierein is sette forth the vilenesse 
and basenesse of worldely things whiche commonly withdrawe us from heavenly and* 
Bpirituall matters.* This work opens with six pieces in the form of sonnets styled 
epigrams, which are in fact identical with the first six of the Visvms of Petrarch sub- 
sequently published amongst Spenser’s works, in which publication they are said to have 
been ' formerly translated.’ After these so-callcd epigrams come fifteen Sonnets, eleven 
of which are easily recognisable amongst the Visions of BeHlay, published along with 
the Visions of Petrarch. ^ Ther*^ is indcjed as little difference between the two sets 



XX ED\TUND SPRhISER. 

of poemH as is compatible with 'the fact that the old series is written in blank verse, 
the latter in rhyme. The sonnets which appear for the first time in the Visions 
ere those describing the Wolf, the River, the Vessel, the City. There are four pieces 
of the older series which are not reproduced in the later. It would seem probable 
that they too may have been written by Spenser in the days of his youth, though at a 
later period oi his*life h% cancelled and superseded them. They are \^hereibre re- 
printed in this volume. (See pp. 699-701.) * 

Vander Noodt, it must bo said, inafies no mention of Spenser in his vdluino. It 
would seem tfcit ho did not know English, and tliat he wrote his Declanr/ii^t — a 
sort, of commentary in prose on th% Visions — in French. At least we are told 'that 
this Declaration is translated out of French into English by Theodore Roest. All 
that is stated of the origin of his Vtsionf is: ‘The learned poeto M. Francisce 
Petrarehc, gentleman of Florence, did invent and uritewn Tuscan the six lirsto .... 
which because they .serve wel to our purpose, 1 have out of the Brabants {spoache turned 
them into the English tongue;’ and ‘The other ten visions next ensuing ar described 
of one loachim du Jlellay, gentleman of France, the whicho also, beciiiiso they serve 
to our purpose I have translated them out of Dutch into English.’ The fact of the 
Visions being subsequently ascribed to Spenser would not diy itself carry much 
weight. But, as I*rof. Craik pertinently asks, ‘if this English version was not the 
work of Spenser, where did I’onsonby (the printer wlio issued that subsequent 
publication w'hich has beeit mentioned] procure the corrections w'liich are not mere 
typogi’uphical errata, and the additions and other variations* that are found in hi.s 
edition ?’ 

In a work called Tragical TaUs, published in 1687, there is a letter in verse, dated 
1^69, addressed to ‘ Spencer’ by George Turberville, then resident in Russia as secretary 
to the English ambassador, Sir Thomas Randolph. Anthony a Wooil says this Spencer 
was the poet ; but it can scarcely have been so. ‘ Ttirben'ille himself,’ remarks 
Prof. Craik, ‘is supposed to have been at this time in his tw'cnty-ninth or thirtieth 
year, which is not the age at which men choose bo3'B of sixteen for their friends. 
Be'iides, the verses seem to imply a friendshlj) of some standing, and also in the 
person adtlrcsse-d the habits end social position of manhorKl. ... It has not been 
commonly noticed ^hat this epistle from Russia is not Turbervillc’s only poetical 
address to his friend .Spencer. Among his “Epitaphs and Sonnets” are two other 
pieces of vctso addressed to the same person.’ 

To the year 1669 belongs that mention referred to above of payment miule one 

* Edmund ‘Spenser’ for bearing letters from France. As has been already remarked, it 
is scarcely probable that thi.s can have been the poet, then a youth of some Seventeen 
years on the vei^e of his undergraduateship. 

• The one certain event of .Spenser’s life in the year 1669 is that he was then entered 
as a sizar at Pembroke Hall, Cambridge. lie ‘ proceeded B.A.’ in 1673, and ‘com- 
menced M.A.’ in 1676. There is some re.aBon for believing that his college life was 
troubled in much the same way as was that of Milton some sixty years later— that 
there prevailed some misunderstanding between him and the scholastic authorities. 

• These are given in the Appendix to the present worL 
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He mentions his university "with respect in the Fa&^ Queene, in book iv. canto xi. 
where, setting forth what various rivers gathered happily together to celebrate tlie 
marriage of the Thames and the Medway, he tells how 


The plentconn Ouse come far from land 
By many a city and hy many a to'wmc ; 

And many rivers taking under -hand ^ 3 

Into his Tvaters as h| passeth downe, 

The Clc, the Were, the Grai:^, the Stnre, the Rowne. 

Thence doth by Huntingdon and Gamhridgk flit ; 

. My^other Camiifidgc, whom as with a crowne 
He doth edome, and is adorn’d of it 
With many a gentle Muse and ma% a learned wit. 

But he makes no mention of his collegrt The notorious Gabriel Harvey, an intimate 
friend of Spenser, who was el|ptcd a Fellow of Pembroke Hall the year after the future 
poet was iulmitted as a sizar, in a letter written in 1580, asks: ‘And wil you needes 
have my testimonial! of yoiire old Controllers new behaviour ? ’ and then proceeds to 
heap abusive words on some person not mentioned by name but^evidently only too 
well known to both the sender and the receiver of the epistle. Having compiled a 
list of scurrilities worthy of Falstaff, and attacked another matter which was an 
abomination to him, Harvey vents his wrath in sundry Latin chargt'S, one of which 
runs: ‘Cactera fere, ut olim : Bellum inter capita rt membra continuatum.’ ‘Other 
m.itters are much as they were : war kept up between tlio heads [the dons] and the 
niemhoTS [the men].’ Spemser was not elected tx) a fellowship ; he quitted his college, 
with all its miserable liickerings, after ho had taken his roaster’s degree. There can be 
little doubt, however, that he was a most diligent and earnest student during his 
residence at Cambridge ; during that period, for example, he must have gained tl^jit 
knowledge of Plato’s works which so distinctly marks his poems, and found in that 
immortal writer a spirit most truly congenial. But it is conceivable that be pursued 
his studies after his own manner, and probably enough excited by his independence 
the strong disapprobation of the master and tutor of the college of his day. 

Among hi.s contemporaries in his ^>wn college were Lancelot Andrews, afterwards 
Muster, and eventually Bishop of Winchester, the famous preacher ; Gabriel Harvey, 
mentioned above, with whom he formetl a hist friendship, and Edward Kirkc, the ‘ E.K.’ 
who, as will be seen, introduced to the wtirld Spenser’s first work of any pretence. 
Amongst his contemporaries in the university wer,f Preston, author of Caniht/gts, and 
Still, author of Gammer Gurfons JSeedh-, with each of whom ho was acquainted. The 
friend wlio would seem to have exercised the most influence over him was Gabriel 
Harvey \ but this influence, at least in literary matters, was hy no means for the best. 
Harvey was some three or four years the senior, and of some academic distinction. 
Probablj’ he may he taken as something more than a fair specimen of the average 
scliolarship and culture given by the universities at that time. He was an extreme 
classicist ; all his admiration was for classical models and works that savoured of 
them ; he it was who headed the attempt made in England to force upon a modern 
language the metrical system of the Greeks and Latins. What baneful influence he 
exercised over Spenser in this last respect will be shown presently. Kirke was 
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Spenser’s other close friend ; he Vas one year junior academically to the poet. He 
too, as we shall see, was a profound admirer of Harrey. 

After leaving the universit^Tin 1576, Spenser, then, about twenty-four years of age, 
returned to his own people in the North. This fact is learnt from his fnend 
* E. E.’s ’ glosses to certain lines in the sixth book of the • Shephcardes Calendar. 
E. E. speaks ‘ qf tba Nort^ countrye where he dwelt,’ and ‘ of his remoiAng out of 
the North parts and coming into the South.* AseE. E. writes in the spring of 1579, 
and as his writing is evidently some litth; time subsequent to the migration he speaks 
of, it may be believed that Spenser quitted his Northern hdtne in 1577, and^ aq*we 
shall see, there is other evidence for ^lis supposition. About a year then was passed 
in the North after he left the University. 

These years were not spent idly. The poetical fruits of them shall be mentioned 
presently. What made it otherwise a memorable yee|| to the poet was his falling 
deeply in love with some fair Northern neighbour. Who she was is not known. He 
who adored her names her Bosalind, * a feigned name,* notes E. E., ‘ which being well 
ordered will bewray^ the very name of hys love and mistresse, whom by that name he 
coloureth.* Many solutions of this anagram have been essayed, mostly on the sup- 
position that the lady lived in Eenl ; but Professor Craik is certainly right in insist- 
ing that she was of the North. Dr. Ghrosart and Mr. Fleiiy, both anthorities of im- 
portance, agree in discovering the name Bose Dinie or Dinley ; but of a person so 
Christian-named no record has yet been found, though the surname Dyneley or Dinley 
occurs in the Whalley registers and elsewhere. In the Eclogue of the Shepheard^ 
Calendar^ to which this note is appended, Colin Clont — so the poet designates 
himself — complains to Hobbinol — that is, Harvey — of the ill success of his passion. 
H^vey, we may suppose, is paying him a visit in the North ; or perhaps the pastoral 
is merely a versifying of what passed between them in letters. However this may be, 
Colin is bewailing his hapless fate. His friend, in reply, advises him to 
Forsake the soyle tliat bo doth thee bewitch, &o. 

Surely E- E.’s gloss is scarcely necessary to tell us what these words mean. 

‘ Come down,’ they say, ‘ from your bleak NorthTountry hills where she dwells who 
binds you with her spell, and be at peace lur away from her in the genial South 
land.’ In another EAoguo (April) the suMuing bfcauty is described as ‘ the Widdowes 
daughter of the Crlcn,’ surely a Northern address. On these words the well-informed 
E. E. remarks : ‘ He callcth Rosalinvl the Widowes daughter of the glennc, that is, 
of a country hamlet or borough, which I thinke i.s rather sayde to coloure and concele 
the person, than simply spoken. For it is well known, even in spighte of Colin and 
Hobbinol, that she is a gentlewoman of no mcane house, nor endowed wieh anye 
vulgare and common gifts, both of nature and manners : but suche indcodo, as neede 
nflther Colin be ashamed to have her made knowne by his versos, nor Hobbinol be 
greved that so she should be commended to imraortalitie for her rare and singulai 
virtues.’ Whoever this charming lady was, and whatever glen she made bright with 
hei presence, it appears that she did not reciprocate the devoted affection of the 
studious young Cambridge graduate who, with probably no apparent occupation, was 
loitering for a while in her vicinity. It was some other— he is called JHenalcas in 
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one of his rival’s pastorals — who found favour in her eyes. The poet could only wail 
and beat his breast. Eclogues I. and VI. are all sigjis and tears. Perhaps in the 
course of time a copy of the FcLerie Queme might reach the region where Menalcas 
and Rosalind were growing old together ; and she, with a certain ruth perhaps mixed 
with her anger, might recognise in Mirabella an image of her fair young disdainful 
self.* The poet’s attachment was no transient flame that£ashed and was gone. 'When 
at the instance of his friend ho travelled southward away from the scene of his dis- 
comfiture; he went weeping and inconsolabfe. In the Fourth Eclogue Hobbinol is 
di^oVbred by Thenot deeply mourning, and, asked the reason, replied that his grief is 
b^ause « 

The laddo whome long I loved so deaie 
Nowc loves a laesc that all his love doth scorne ; 

He pjpngd in paync, his tressed locks dooth tcarc. 

* Shepheards delights he dooth them all forsweore ; 

• • llys pleasant pipe, whych made ns incrimcnt, 

lie wylfully hath liruke, and doth forlxsare ^ 

His wonted songa, wherein he all outwent. 

' Colin thou kenst, the Sontheriic shcphcaides boyc ; 

Him Lovo hath wounded with a deadly dorte. &u. > 

Thememory of Rosalind, in spite of her unkindness, scemg to have been fondly cherished 
by the poet, and yielded to no rival vision — though there may have been fleeting fits 
of passion — till some fourteen years after he and she had parted — till the year 1592, 
when, as we shall see, Spenser, then living in the south of Ireland, met that Elizabeth 
who is mentioned in the sonnet quoted above, and who some year and a half after 
that meeting became his wife. On the strength of an entry found in the register 
of St. Clement Danes Church in the Strand — *26 Aug. [1587] Florenc Spenser, 
the daughter of Edmond’ — it has been conjectured that the poet was married 
before 1687. This conjecture seems entirely unacceptable. There is nothing to 
justify the theory that the Edmund^penser of the register was the poet. It is simply 
incredible that Spenser, one who, as has been said, poured out all his soul in his 
poems, should have wooed and woi\ some fair lady to his wife, -^thout ever a poetical 
allusion to his courtship and his triumph. It is not at all likely, as far as one can 
judge from their titles, that any oue of his lostpvorks was devoid to the celebration 
of any such successful passion. Lastly, besides this important negative evidence, 
there is distinct positive testimony that long after 1587 the image of Rosalind had 
not been displaced in his fancy by any other loveliness. In Colin Cloids Come Home 
Againy written, as will be seen, in 1591 , though not published till 1595, after the poet has 
' full deeply divined of love and beauty,’ one Melissa in admiration avers that all tgie 
lovers are greatly bound to him — most especially women. The faithful Hobbinol says 
that women have but ill requited their poet : — 

* Thin supposed desorlptlon of his first love was written probably during the oonrtehlp, which 
ended, as we shall see, in his muriage. The First Love Is said to be portnyed in cant, vii., the Last 
In oant. x. of book vl. of the Faerie Queene. But this identifloatlon at Bosallnd and MlrabiUa after 
all, but a oonjeoture, and Is uot to be accepted as gospel. 
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‘ He is repayd with soome and foule despite, . 
That yrkes each gentle heart which it doth hcarc.’ 
‘ IndeeJf,’ says Lncid, * I have often heard 
Fnirc Rosalind of divers fovrly blamed 
For being to that m'ainc too cmell hmrd. 


Lucid liowever ii^oiild»tloffud^hcr on the ground that love may not bo compelled : — 

‘ Beware therefore, ve prroomesT I read betimes 
Uow rashly blame of Rosalind j'c raise.' .* 

• A 

• ... . • • 

This caution Colin eagerly and ardently reinforces, and with odditions. His he^rt 

was still all tender towanls lier, anS. he would not have one hsirsh word thrown at 

her : — • 

Ah! Shephenrds, then said Colin, yc no wcet 
How great a guilt n|iou your heads yo«Araw 
To make so bold a doomc, with wordb unmeet, 

Of thing celestinll which ye never saw. 

For she is not like as the other crew 
Of sheiilieards daughters winch cinongst you l)CC, 

But of divine regard and heavenly hew, 

Excelling all timt ever ye did sec ; 

then to her that scorned thuig so base, 

But to mjholfe the blame that lookt so hic, 

So bic her thonglitt> ns she hejs*‘lf(' lia\e pliiw 
And loatli each lowly thing with lofty eie . 

Yet so much grace lei her vouch.snfe tf> gT.iiit 
To sim])le swaine. Mlh her 1 may not lo\e. 

Yet that 1 may her honour purnvnnt 

And praise her worth, though far my wit above. 

Such grace sliall be some guerdon for the grief c 
And long affliction vrhich I have endured ; 

Such grace sometimes shall give me some rclicfc , 

And ease of paine which cannot be rccured. 

And }e my ^llow shepbrards, w'hich do sec 
And hearc the longuois of iny too long dying, 

Unto the world for ever wdtnessc bee 
That hers 1 die, nought to th^ world denying 
This simple ti ophe of her great conqucbt.’ 


This residence of Spenser in the North, whiclf corresponds with tluit period of 
Milton's life spent sit his father's liouso at Horton in Buckinghamshire, ended, sis 
there has been occasion to state, in ♦he year 1577. What was the precise cause of 
Spenser’s coming South, is not kiiouii for certnin. ‘ E.K.’ says in one of liis glosses, 
already quoted in part, that the poet ‘ for specijill occasion of private affayres (as I 
have hene partly of himselfe informed) and for his more preferment, removing out of 
the North parts, came into the South, as Hohbinoll indeode advised him privately.’ It 
isflear from his being admitted at his college as a sizar, that his private means were 
not good. Perhaps during his residence in the North he may have been dependent on 
the bounty of his friends. It was then in the hope of some advancement of hie 
fortunes that, hearing with him no doubt in manuscript certain results of all his 
life’s previous labour, he turned away from his cold love and her glen, and all hep 
country, and set his face Town-ward. 
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It is said that his frieud Harvey introduced him to that famous accomplished 
gentleman — that mirror of true knighthood — Sir Philip Sidney, and it would seem 
that Fenshurst became for some time his home. Thereu-^as alre^y been quoted a line 
describing Spenser as ' the southern shepheardes boye.’ This southern shepherd is 
probably Sidney. Sidney, it would seem, introduced him to his father and to his 
uncle, thaEarl of Leicester. If we are to take Irensus’ woida literally — and there 
seems no reason why we should not~Spenser was for a thne at least in Ireland, when 
Sidney’s father was Lord Deputy. Irensgos, in A View of the Present State of 
Jre^nd, certainly repregents Spense^r himself ; and he speaks of what he said at the 
exebutlon of a notable traitor at Limerick, called Murrogh O’Brien ; see p. 636 of this 
volume. However, he was certainly back in England and in London in 1579, residing 
at the Eaxl of Leicester’s house in the Strand, where Essex Street now stands. He 
dates one of his letters to Harvey, * Leycester House, this 6 October, 1579.' Perhaps 
at this time he commenced, 8!r renewed, or continued his acquaintance with his distin- 
guished relatives of Althorpe. Daring the time he spent now at Penshurst and in 
London, he mixed probably with the most brilliant intellectual society of his time. 
Sidney was himself endowed with no mean genius. He, liord Leibester, Lord Strange, 
and others, with whom Spenser was certainly, or in all probability, acquainted, were 
all eminent patrons and protectors of genius. 

This passage of Spenser’s life is of high interest, because in the course of it that 
splendid era of our literature commonly called the Elizabethan Period may be said 
to have l)egun. Spenser is the foremost chronologically of those great spirits who 
towards the close of the sixteentli century lifted up their immortal voices, and spoke 
words to be heard for all time. In the course of this present passage of his life, he 
published his first important work— a work which secured him at once the hearty 
recognition of his contemporaries as a true poet risen up amongst them. This work 
was the Shepheardes Ciilendar, to which so many references have already been made. 

It consist s of twelve eclogues, one for each month of the year. Of these, three (i., 
vi., and xii.), as we have seen, treat specially of his own disappointment in love. 
Three (ii., viii., and x.) are of a mqj^e general character, having old age, a poetry com- 
bat, ‘ the perfect pattern of a poet ’ for their subjects. One other (iii.) deals with love- 
matteri. One (iv.) celebrates the Aueen, three (v., vii., and ixi^ discuss * Protestant 
and Catholic,’ Anglican and Puritan questions. One (xi.) is an elegy upon ‘ the death 
of some maiden of great blood, whom he calleth l^ido.’ These poems were ushered into 
the world by Spenser’s college friend Ed^rd Eirke, for such no doubt is the true 
interpretation of the initials E.K. This gentleman performed his duty in a somewhat 
copious, manner. He addressed ' to the most excellent and learned both orator and 
poet Mayster Gabrieli Harvey ’ a letter warmly commending * the new poet ’ to his 
patronage, and defending the antique verbiage of the eclogues ; he prefixed to the 
whole work a general argument, a particular one to each part ; he appealed to every 
poem a ’glosse’ explaining words and allusions. The work is dedicated to Sir 
Philip Sidney. Tt was published in the winter of 1579-80. 

More than once in the course of it, Spenser refers to Tityrus as his great master. 
The twelfth etlogue opens thus; 
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The gentle sb^heord sat beside a qiringe 
All in the diadow of a buahye brere, 

That Colin height, which well oonld pype and sin^, 

For hee«f Tityiw his songesdid lere. 

Titjrus, on E.K.’s authority, was Chaucor. It is evident from the language — both 
the words and the verbal forms— used in this' poem that Spensdt Had zealouslv studied 
Chaucer, whose greafest woidc had appeared just about two centuries before oponser’s 
first important publication. Tho work, howevA, in which ho imitates Chaucer’s 
manner is not tho Shepheardes Calendar, Hut his Prosopopoia or Mother HuhkBrch Tcde, 
which ho says, Writing in a later year, he had** long sithefis composed in the raw 
conceipt of my youth.’ The form ai^ manner of the Shepheardes Calendar reflected 
not Chaucer’s influence upon the writer, but the influence of a vast event which had 
changed the face of literature since the out-eSming of the Canterbury Tales — of the 
revival of learning. That event htul put fresh modgjs before men, had greatly 
modified old literary forms, had originated new. The classical influence impressed 
upon Europe was by no means an unmixed gotd ; in some respects it retarded the 
natural development of tho modem mind by overpowering it with its prestige and 
stupefying it with a sense of inferiority ; while it raised the ideal of perfection, it 
tended to give rise to more imitations and affectations. Amongst these new forms 
was the Pastoral. When Virgil, Theocritus, ‘ Daphnis and Chloe,* and other writers 
and works of the ancient pastoral literature once more gained the ascendency, tlien a 
modem pastoral poetry began to be. This poetry flourished greatly in Italy in the 
sixteenth century. It had been cultivated by Saunazaro, Cuarini, Tasso. Arcadia 
had been adopted by tho poets for their country. In England numerous Eclogues 
made their appearance. Amongst the earliest and the best of those were Spenser s. 
Itjvould perhaps be unjust to treat this modem pastoral litemture as altogether an 
affectation. However unreal, the pastoral world had its charms — a pleasant feeling 
imparted of emancipation, a deep quietude, a sweet tranquillity. If vulgar men 
discovered their new worlds, and traificked And bustled there, why should not tlie 
poet discover his Arcadia, and repose at his ease in it, secure from the noises of feet 
going and coming over the roads of the earth ? • 

That fine melodiousness, which is one of Spensei^s signal characteristics, may be 
peix’eived in his Eclogues, as also a native gratefulness of style, which is another 
distinguishing mark of him. Perceivable, too, are his great, perilous fluency of 
language and his immense fecundity of mind. Tho work at once secured him a front 
place in the poetical ranks of the day. Sidney mentions it in his Apclogie for Poetrie ; * 
Abraham Fraunce draws illustrations from it in bis Lawyers Logicke, which appeared 
in 1588; Meres praises it; 'Maist^r Edmund Spens(T,’w8ays Drayton, ‘1^ done 
enough for the immortality, had he only given us his Sltep^kardes Calendar, a master- 
{^ece, if any.’ It is easy to discern in Lyeidas signs of Milton’s study of it. 

During Spenser’s sojourn in tho society of tho Sidneys and the Dudleys, letters 
passed between him and Harvey, some of which are extant. From these, and from 
the editorial notes of Kirke, we hear of otlier works written by Spenser, ready to be 

Be^ this WOTk amongst Mr. Arbor's excellent English Reprints, 
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given to the light. The works thus heard of are I>reame8, L^enda^ Court of Cwpide^ 
The English Poet^ The Dying Pelican, Stemmata Dudleiana, Slomber, Nine EngUah 
Comedies, The Epithedandon Thameais, and also The Eaerie Queene commenced. Of 
these worlu perhaps the Legends, Court of Cupid, and Epithalamion Thameais were 
subsequently with modifications incorporated in the Faerie Queene ; the SUmmata 
Dudleiana; Nine English Comedies, Dying Pelican, are altogether lost. The Faerie 
Que^ bad been begun. So far^ as written, it ha^ been submitted to the 
criticism gf Harvey. On April 10, 1580, Spenser writes to Harvey, wishing him 
to return ‘it with his ‘Jong expected judgment * upon it. Harvey had already pro- 
nounced sentence in ' a letter dated April 7, and this is the sentenceT ‘ In good faith 
I had once again nigh forgotten your Faerie Qitetene ; howbeit, by good chaunce I have 
nowe sent hir homo at the lastc, neither in better nor worse case than I founde hir. 
And must you of neccssitie have my judgement of hir indeede ? To be plaine, I am 
voyde of al judgement, if ydhr nine Comoedies, wheninto, in imitation of Herodotus, 
you give the names of the Nino Muses, and (in one man’s fansie not unworthily), 
enme iiotTioerer Ariostoes Comoedies, eytber for the finenesse of plausible elocution, 
or the rareness of poetical invention, than that Elvish queene doth to his Orlando 
Furioso, which notwithstanding, you will needes seem to emulate, and hope to overgo, 
as you flatly professed yourself in one of your last letters. Besides that, you know 
it hath bone the usual practise of the most exquisite and odde wittes in all nations, 
and especially in Italic, rather to shewe and advaunce themselves that way than any 
other ; as namely, those three notorious dyscoursing h%ads Bibiena, Machiavel, and 
Aretine did (to let Bembo and Ariosto passe), with the great admiration and wonderment 
of the whole countrey ; being indeede reputed matcliable in all points, both for conceyt 
of witte, and eloquent dccyphering of matters, either with Aristophanes and Menander 
in Greek, or with Plautus and Terence in Latin, or with any other in any other txihg. 
But I will not stand greatly with you in your owne matters. If so be the Faery 
Queen be fairer in your eie than the Nine Muses, and Hobgoblin runne away with the 
garland from Apollo ; marke what I saye, and yet I will not say that I thought ; but 
there is an end for this once, and fare you well, till God or some good Anngell putte 
you in a bettor niindc.’ * 

Clearly the Faerie Qttrme was but little to Harvey’s taste. It was too alien from 
the cherished exemplars of his heart. Happily Spenser was’^true to himself, and 
went on with his darling work in spite of the strictures of pedantry. This is not the 
only instance in which the dubious character of Harvey’s influence is noticeable. The 
letters, from one of which the above doom is quoted, enlighten us also as to a grand 
scheme entertained at this time fur forcing the English tongue to conform to the 
metrical rules of the classical languages. Already in a certain circle rime was dis- 
credited as being, to use Milton’s words nearly a century afterwards, ‘no necessary 
adjunct or true ornament of poem or good verse, in longer works especially, but tke 
invention of a. barbarous age to set off wretched matter and lame metre.’ A similar 
attempt was made in the course of the sixteenth century in other parts of Europe, 
and with the same final issue. Gabriel Harvey was an active leader in this deluded 
movement. When Sidney too, and Dyer, another poet of the time, proclaimed a 
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< general suiceasing and Bilence of bald rhymes, and also of the very best too, instead 
whereof they have by authority of their whole senate, prescribed certain laws and 
rules of quantity of English syllables for English verse, having had already thereof 
great practice,’ Spenser was drawn ' to their faction.’ 

* 1 am of late,’ he writes to Harvey, ‘ more in love wyth my ^glishe versifying than 
with ryming ; whyc^c 1 should have done long since if 1 would then havq followed 
your councelL’ * In allying himself with these l^tin prosody bigots Spenser sinned 
grievously against his better taste. ‘ 1 Jike your late Englishe hexame^orB so exceed- 
ingly well,’ he writes to Harvey, * that I also enure my pen^sometime .‘n tiiat kinde, 
whycho I fyn^n deed, as I have heard you often dsfeude in word, neither ^ horde 
nor so harsh [but] that it will easi^ and fairly yield itself to our moother ton^ie. 
For the onely or chiefest hardnesse whyche seemeth is in the accente ; whyche some- 
times gapeth and as it were yawneth il-favouredly, comming shorte of that it should, 
and sometimes exceeding the measure of the number f as in carpenter the middle 
sillable being used short in speaehe, when it shall be read long in verse^ seemeth like 
a lame gosling that draweth one Icgge after hir. And heaven being used shorte as 
one syllable, when <t is in verse stretched with a Diastole is like a lame dogge, that 
huldes up one Icgge.’ * His oar was far too fine and sensitive to endure the fearful 
sounds uttered by the poets of this Procrustscan creed. The language seemed to groan 
and shriek at the agonies and contortions to which it was subjected ; and Spenser 
could not but hear its outcri<'s. But he made himself as deaf as might be. ‘ It is to 
be wonne with custom,’ he Proceeds, in the letter just quoted from, ‘and rough words 
must be studied with use. For why, a God’s name, may not we, as the Greekes. have 
th(! kingdom of cure owiie language, and measure our acceiites by the sounde, reserving 
the quantitie to the verse ? . . . 1 would hartily wish you would either send mo the 
riAes or precepts of arte which you observe in quantities ; or else follow mine that 
Mr. Pliilip Sidney gave me, being the very same which Mr- Dr.mt devised, but 
enlarged with Mr. Sidney’s own judgement, and augmented with my obseiTatiuns, that 
we might both aecorde and agree in one, leaste we overthrowe one another and oe 
overthrown of the rest.’ He himself produced the following lines in accordance, as ne 
fondly hoped, with the iiistructions of the new sc’hool : — 

, lAMBICUM TRIMETRUM. 

Unhappie verse ! the witnesse of my unhappie state, 

[as indeed it was in a sense not me^nt] 

Make thy mlfo fluttriiig' winge of thy fast flying thought 

And fly forth unto my love whersoever she be. 

Whether lying rcastlesHO in heavy beddc, or else 

Sitting 80 cliccTelosse at the chcerefnll l)oordc, or clso 

Flaying alone carclcHse on hir heavcnlle virginals. 

If in l>ed, tell hir that my eyes can take no reste ; 

If at boorde, tell hir that my month can oat no meete ; 

If at hir virginals, tell her I can beare no mirth. 


• Ancieaf Cnltcol Etmys, od. IXazlewood, ISIS, pp. 259, 260, 
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Asked why ? Waking love suffereth no gleopc ; 

Say raging love doth appall the weakc btomacke, 

Say that lamenting love maireth the uniBicall. 

• 

* Tell Iilr that hir pleaKiirea were wonte to lull mo oeltKipo, 

Toll hir that hir beauty wonte to Iccde mine eyes, 

Tell hir that hir sweetc tongue was wonte to makc‘ mo mirth. 

Now doe I nightly waste, w’anting my kiudlie resto, * 

Now doe I dayly stawrc, wanting my daily food. 

Now doe I always dye wunting^y timely mirth. 

And if I waste who will bowallc my heavy chanoo ? 

And if I starve, who will roconl my cursed end V 
And if 1 dye, who will tsayo. This ymn linmcrito? 

Speneer of the sensitive oar wrote thesg lines. When the pedantic phantasy which 
liad fur a while seduced and corrupted him had gone from him, with what remorse he 
must have remembered these strange monsters of his creation ! Let us conclude our 
glance at this sad fall from harmony by quoting the exce llent words of one who was a 
bitter opponent" of Harvey in this as in other matters. ‘The hexameter verse,’ says 
Nash in his Fowre Leifera Confuted^ 1.^92, ‘ 1 grauut to be a gentlAnan of an auncient 
house (so is many an English beggar), yet this clyme of ours hee cannot thrive in ; our 
speech is too craggy fur him to set his ploi^h in ; liec goes twitching and hopping in 
our language like a man running upon quugmiers up the hill in one syllable and 
down the dale in another ; retaining no part of tliat sti^ely smooth gate, which ho 
vaunts himsolfe with amongst the Greeks and Latins.’ 

Some three years were spent by Spenser in the enjoyment of Sidney's friendship and 
the patronage of Sidney’s father and uncle. During this time he would seem to have 
been constantly hoping for some preferment. According to a tradition, first recorded 
by Fuller, the obstructor of the success of his suit was the Treasurer, Lord Burghle^. 
It is clear that he had enemies at Court — at least at a later time. In 1591, in his dedi- 
cation of Colin Clouts Come Home AgaiUt he entreats Baleigh, to * with your good coun- 
tenance protest against the malice of evil mouthes, which are always wide open to carpe at 
and misconstrue my .simple meaning.^ A passage in the Ruines of Time (see the lines 
beginning ‘ O grief of griefs ! O full of all good hearts ! ’) points to the same conclusion ; 
and so the concluding Ikies of the iSi^th Book of the Faerie Quccne;, when, having told 
how the Blatant Beast (not killed as Lord Macaulay says in his essay on Bunyan, but) 
‘ supprest and taniKl ’ for a while by Sir Calidore, at last broke his iron chain and 
ranged again through the w'orld, and rsiged sore in each degree and state, he adds : — 

No limy this lininely vi^rsc, of many' meanest, 

Hoik’ to eHCttiw hia vciwiiioxw deKplte, 

Mfin* then niy former writs, ail were tin y cleoneet 
From blumefull blot and frix' from all that witc 
lYltli wbieli some wicked tonKnes did it l)Rckobitc', 

And bi'iiiiir into a miirhty Pores displeasure, 

That never so deserved to cmlito. 

Tbcroforc do you, my rimes, keep better measure, 

And seeke to please ; that uuw' is counted wise mens threasure. 

In the Tears of the Muses Calliope says of certain persons of eminent tank : — 

b 
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Their great ftrenuca all in Biimptiious pride 
They spctid that nought to learning they may spare ; 

And thc^ch fee which Poets wont divide 
Now Parasites and Ss'cophants do share. 

Several causes have been suggested to account for this djsfavour. The popular 
tradition was pleased to explain it by making Burgliley the ideal dullard ^who lias nu 
soul fur poetr^v^to whom ene copy of verses is very much as good ah another, and no 
copy good for anything. It delight'd ifi bring tfiis commonplace gross-minded person 
into opposition with one of the most spiritual of gimiuse^ In this nryth Spenser 
represents mind, Burghley matter. But there is no justiiication in fact.s*fof this 
tradition. It may be tliat the Lofd Treasurer was not endowed with a higii ihtel- 
iectual nature ; but he was far too wise in his generation not to pretend a virtue if 
he had it not, when circumstances called for anything of the sort. When the Queen 
patronized literature, wc may be sure Lord Burghley -was too discreet to disparage 
and oppress it. Another solution refers to Burghley’s Puritanism as the cause of the 
misunderstanding ; but, as Spenser too inclined tliat way, this is inadequate. Pro- 
bably, as Todd and others have thought, w'hat alienated his Lordship at first was 
Spenser’s connection with Leicester ; what subsequently aggravated tlie estrangement 
was his friendship with Essex. 


CHAPTER II 
1580—1689. 

In the year 1580 Spenser was removed from the society and circumstances in which, 
except for his probable visit to Ireland, be had lived and moved, as we have seen, for 
some three years. From that year to near the close of his life bis home was to be in 
Ireland. He paid at least two visits to London and its environs in the course of these 
eighteen years ; but it seems clear that his home was in Ireland. Perhaps his 
biographers have hitherto not truly appreciated this residence in Ireland. We shall 
see that a liberal grant of land was presently bestowed upon him in the county of 
Cork ; and they haye reckoned him a successful man, and wondered at the querulous- 
ness that occasionally makes itself heard in his works. Towards the very end of this 
life, Spenser speaks of himself as one 

t 

Whom sullcin care 

Through discontent of my long fruitlettm stay 

In princes court and exi)ectntion vnyne 

Of idle hopes, which still doe lly away . 

Like empty shadduwes, did afflict my braync. 

Those who marvel at such language perhaps forget what a dreary exile the poet’s life 
in Ireland must in fact have been. It> is true that it was relieved by several journeys 
to England, by his receinng at least one visit from an English friend, by his finding, 
during at any rate the earlier part of his absence, some congenial English friends 
residiiif; in the country, by his meeting at length with that Elizabeth whos^ e^elling 
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beauty lie has sung so sweetly, and whom he married ; it is also true that there was 
in him — as in Milton and in Wordsworth — a <%rtaingreak self-containedness,* that ho 
carri<*d his* world with him wherover ho went, that he hsul gi*ea1 allies and high 
comimny in the voiy air that flowed around him, whatever land he inhabited ; all this 
is true, but. yet to be cue off from the fellowship which, however^elf-sufficing, ho so 
dearly loved— to look no longer on th^ face of Sidney his hftro, his ideal embodied, his 
living Arthur, to hear but as it were an echo of the splendid triumphs won by his and 
OUT England in those glorious days, to know of his own high fame bv.^ by report, to 
bo pitrldd from the friendship of Shakspero— surely this was exile. To live in the 
Elizabethan age, and to be severed fi*om those Brilliant spirits to which the fame of 
that age is duo ! Further, the grievously unsettled, insurgent state of Ireland at this 
time — as at many a time before and since — ^must bo borne in mind. Living there 
was living on the side; of a vBicanic mountain. That the perils of so living wore nut 
merely imaginary, we shall presently see. lie did not shed tears and strike his bosom, 
like the miserable Ovid at Toini ; he ‘ wore r.itlier in Ills lioiuls a cheerful brow, lived, 
and took comfort,* finding his pleasure in that high spiritual cAnmunion we have 
spoken of, playing pleasantly, like some happy father, witli the children of his brain, 
joying in their caprices', their noblenesses, their sweet adolescence ; but still it was 
exile, and this fact may explain that tone of discontent which here .and there is 
perceptible in his writings f ^ 

When in 1580 Arthur, Lord Grey of Wilton, was appointed laird Deputy of Ireland, 
he — perhaps through Lord Leicester’s influence, perhaps on account of Spenser's 
already knowing something of thecountry — made Spenser his Private Secretary. There 
can be no doubt that Spenser proceeded with him to Dublin. It was in Ireland^ 
probably about this time, that he made or renewed his acquaintance ^ith ^Sir Walter 
liuleigh. In 1581 ho was appointed Clerk of Degrees and Recognizances in the Irish 
Cnxirt of. Chancery, !i post which lie held for seven years, at the end of wliich time he 
received the appointment, of Clerk to the Council of Munster. In the same year in 
which he was assigned the former clerkship, he received also a least' of the lands and 
Abbey of Enniscorthy in Wexford county. It is to be hoped that his Chancery Court 
duties permitted him to reside for a while on that estate. ‘ Ennjpcorthy,’ says the 
Guide to Ireland published by Mr. Murray, ‘ is one of the prettiest little towns in 
the Kingdom, the largest portion of it lieing on a steep hill on the right bank of 
the Slaiioy, which here, becomes a <leop and navigable stream, and is crossed by a 

* One might quote of these poets, and those of a like spirit, Wordsworth’s lines on ‘ the Character- 
istics of a Child ijiree years old,' for In the roepei't therein incutioiud. as in others, tiioso poets are ‘ as 
little children : ’ 

As a faggot sparkles on the hearth. 

Not less if unattended and alone, 

* Th.-m when both j oung and old sit gathered round. 

And take delight m its activity ; 

Even to thu happy creature of hertelf 
la aU-auJUeient; Solitude to her 
la bltthe aociety, vhoflUa the air 
With gladnesa and involuntary aonga. 

^ 1 fiae Colin ClouCa Come Home Again, vv. 180-184, quoted below. 
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bridge of six arches.’ There s£ill stands there ‘ a single tower of the old Franciscan 
monastery.’ But Spenser soon parted with this charming spol, perhaps because of its 
inconreuient distance from t&e scone of his official work. In December of the jear in 
which the lease was gireii, he transferred it to one Eichard Synot. In the following 
year Lord Grey was recalled. ‘ The Lord Deputy,’ says llolinshed, ‘ aft-cr long suit 
for his revocation,*^receiveyl Her Majesty’s letters for the same.’ His inile had been 
marked by some extreme, perhaps uecessaryt severities, and was probably some- 
what curtly concluded on account eff loud complaints made against him on this 
score. SpeuSlT would seem to have admired and applau&ed him, both as a^riiliT 
and as a patron and friend. He mentions him with much respect in Iiis Vk?.v of 
the Present State of Jrehnut. One of the sonnets pretixed to the Faerie Queinc is 
addressed ‘to the most rciiow'mned and vitliant lord the lord tire> of Wilton,’ and 
speaks of him with profound gratitude: — ^ 

ilo'.t noble bird, the pillor of my life. 

And putrone of my MiWh pnpillni;e ; 

Thi ougli wliotMi large Inuntio, ponml on me rife 
* In the lirsit season of my age, 

I now doe live liound join's by viissalage ; 

Sith nothing ever maj reileeme nor rea\e 
Out of jonr endles.se debt s-o sure a gage, 

V'uiioh'.ufe in worth this small gnift to rcOL'avc, 

Whi« h in jmir noble hands for plcdgi' 1 le.'ive 
Of »11 the re«.t that I am tyde t’ account. 

Lord Grey died iu lo93. Spenser may have renewed his friond.ship with him in 
1589, wli<‘ii, as we shall see, ho visited England. For the present their connection 
was broken. It may bo considered as fairly certain that when his lordship returned 
\o England in 1582, Spenser did not return with him, but abode still in Ireland. 

There is, indeed, a ‘ Maister Spenser ’ mentioned in n letter written by James VI. of 
Scotland from St. Andrews iu l.>83 to Queen Elizabeth: ‘I have staled, Maister 
Spenser upon the letter quhilk is WTitten with my auin hand quhilk sail be roadie 
within tua dales.’ It may be presumed that this gentleman is the same with him of 
whose postal services mention is found, as we Rave seen, in 1569. At any rate there 
is nothing whate\^er to justify his identihoation with the poet. On the other hand, 
there are several circumstances which seem to'indicate that Spenser was in Inland 
continuously from the year of his going there w^ith Lord Grey to the year of hi.s 
visiting England with Raleigh tn 1589, when he presentwl to her Majesty and 
published the first three books of the Faerie Qaeene. Whatever certain glirnpsc.s wc 
can catch of Spenser during these ten years, he is in Ireland. 

We have seen that he was holding one clerkship or another in Ireland during 
all this time. In the next place, we find him mentioned as forming one of 
a company described as gathered together st a cottage near Dublin in a work 
by his friend Lodovick * Bryskett, written, as may be inferred with considerable 

« This ia the ‘ Lodovick* mentioned in Sonnet 33, quoted below. It was from liim a little later, In 
1388, that Spenser obtainel by ' purchnse * the succession to the office of Clerk of tlie Govenimeiit 
Council of lliuister. See Dr. Qrosart’a vol. 1. p. 151. 
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certainty, some time in or about the year 1682, ^ough not published till 1606. 
This work, entitled A Liscoiirae of Civill Ja/c ; confining the Ethike part of 
MoraJl Philosophies ‘ written to the right honorable Arthur, late Lord Grey of 
Wilton’ — written before his recall in 1582 — describes in the introduction a party 
met togeth^ at the author’s cottage near Dublin, consisting of ‘ Dr. Long, Primate 
of Ardmagh; Sir Eobert Dillon, knight; M. Dormer,, the (Jueeie’s sollicitor; 
Oapt. Christopher Carlcil ; Capt. Thomas Norreis ; Capt. Warham St. Legcr ; 
Capt.^ Nicholas Dawtroy^; and M. Edmond Spenser, late your lordship’s secre- 
tary ^ and Th. Smith, apothecary.’ In the course of conversation Ifi’yskett envies 
‘ the'happinesse of the Italians who have in their mother-tongue late writers that 
have with a singular oasie method tuight all that which Plato or Aristotle have 
confusedly or obscurely left written’ 'Hie ‘late writers ’ who have performed this 
highly remarkable service of Aarifying and making intelligible Plato and Aristotle — 
perhaps the ‘ confusion ’ and ‘ obscurity’ Bryskett speaks of mean merely the difficul- 
ties of a fcu'oign langungo for one imperfectly acquainted with it— arc Alexander 
Piecolomini, Gio. Baptista Giraldi, and Giiazzo, ‘ all three havin^j^ written upon the 
Ethick part of Morall Philosopie [sici exactly and perspicuously.’ Bryskett 

then earnestly wi-shes— and here perhaps, in spite of those queer words about Plato 
and Aristotle, we may sympathise with him — that some of our countrymen would 
promote hy English treatises the study of Moral Philosophy in English. 

‘In the meono m1u 1«' I must stnipffle with those bookes whieh I Tiiderstaml and content inysclfc 
to phxl uixtn them, in lioin* that (.hMl (who knowctli the sinoorcnessc of mj desire) will be pleased 
to open my vtidei-standiiitr, so us I nmy roaix* that prriht of my reiuliiigr, M'bich I traucll for* 
Yet is there a jrenlleman in this company , whom I have hod often u purpose to intreate, that a.s his 
leisiiro might seme him, he would vouchsafe to spemd some time with me to instruct me in some hard 
]X)iiits which I cannot of mjsclfe understand; knowing him to he not onely perfect in the Greqk 
tongue, blit also very well raul in rhilosophie, Imth morull and natnrall. Kciiertheless siieh is my 
liaslif 111 lies, aa 1 nencr yet durst open my mouth to disclose this my desire unto him, though I haw 
not wantcil some hartning thereniito from himselCc. For of lone and kindiics to me, he encouraged 
me long sithrns to follow the rending of the Greeke tongue, and ofTeml me his heljx* to make mo 
vnderstand it. But now that so giKid on oportunitic is offercii vnto me, to satisfic in some sort my 
desire ; I thlnkc I should commit a great ||iult, not to myselfe alone, but to all this company, if 1 
should not enter my rwiuest thus farre, as to moiie him tti spend this time whioh we have now 
destined to familiar discourse and coniiorsatum, in declaring unto us the gn'ab bcticfits which men 
obtaine by the knowledgt' of Morall Philosof hie, and in making us to know wlTht the some Is, what be 
the ])arts thereof, whereby vertucs are to he distinguished from vices ; and finally that he will be 
pleased to run oner in such onler as he shall thlnkc good, such and so many principles and rules 
thereof, ns sluill senic not only for m.> liotter iiistructinn. but also for the contentment and satisfiictiou 
of you al. For 1 nothing doubt, but tli.it cuery one of you will be glad to hearc so profitable a dis- 
course and thmkc the time very wcl spent wheiin so excellent a knowlcclgi' shol be reuenled unto 
you, from which ouery one may be assured tfi gather some fruit aa wel as myselfe. Therefore (said I) 
turning m^Ife to if. Spenser, It is you sir, to whom it peitaineth to shew yoursolfe courteous now 
unto ns all and to make vs all beholding unto you for the pleasure and profit which wc shall gather 
from your speeches, if you shall vouchsafe to oiieii unto vs the goodly cabinet, in which this cxcelloi# 
treasure of vortnes licth lacked up from the vulgar sort. And thereof in the beholfe of all os for 
myselfe, I do most earnestly intreate you not to 8a> vs nay. Vnto which wordcs of mine euery man 
applauding most with like words of request and tlie rest with gesture and countenances expressing as 
much, if. Spenser answered in this maner : Tliongh it may seeme hard for me, to refuse the request 
made by you all, whom euery one alone, I should for many respects be willing to gratifie ; yet as the 
case standeth, I doubt not but with the consent of the most part of you, I shall be excused at this 
time of this taslce vrhlch would be laid vpon me, fo^* sure 1 am, that it is not vukuowne uuto you. 
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tJiat 1 luiiic luiwly Midortoki'ii u Murk-tuudiiig to tlie tiame cJEoct, whicli u lu hciotcal le/ne iiinlcr tlia 
title of a Faene Queetie to rei)rescnt all tin* moral vortuea, ohsiRuing to eueiy vertue a Knight to be 
the patron and defender of the nuiio, in whose actions and feates of arms and chiuolry the operations 
of that Tcrtue, whereof he is th6 protector, arc to bo expressed, and the vices and unpuly appi'titcs 
that oppose themselves agiunst the same, to be braitcn down and onorcoine. Which work, as I hrine 
already well entred into, if Clod shall please to spore me life that 1 may finish it acconling to iny 
mind, your wish (if. Jiniskett) will be in some sort accomplished, thoiijjh jierliaps not so cffcctnnlly 
ns yon could dcsi^. And the same may very well seme for my excuse, if at Uiis tihie’ 1 crane to Ixj 
forlxime in this your request, sTiico any discourse, that J might make tlins on the suddon in such a 
subject would be hut simple, and little to your satisfactions. For it would require good udiiisimicnt 
and pmneditiition for any iriiui to vndertake the declaration of these points that you have proposed, 
containing in cA Jt the Etliicko jiart of Morall Philosophic. Whereof Since I hauo taken ip hAud to 
diseonrsc at large in my pocme before sixikcn, 1 hope the cxjicctation of that work may seme to free 
me at this time from speaking in that miCter, notwithstanding your motion and all your intreaties. 
But I will toll j oil bow I thmke by hlnl^elfe ho iiiiiy very well excuse my speech, and yet satisfic al] 
you in tliLs matter. I banc seene (as lie knowetli) a translation mmlc by himsclfc out of the Italian 
tongue of a dialogue com]noheudnig all the Ethick part of Moral Philosophy, written by one of 
those three he formerly iiiontioned, and tluit is by dimldi vnder liic title of a dialognc of cinil life. 
If it please him to bring us forth that translation to be here read among vs, or othoryvisc to dcliuer to 
us, as his memory may seme him, the contents of the same ; he shal (I warrant yon) satisfic you all 
at the fill, and himsclfc wil haiic no cause but to thmke the time well spent iii rehicwfiig his laltors, 
especially in the coraptaiy of so many his fiionds, who may thereby reape much profit and the tran- 
slation happily fare the better by some mending it may receiuc in the perusing, as all wTitings else 
may do by the often examination of the same. Neither let it trouble him tJiat I so tunic oner to him 
againe the taske he wold hauc put mo to ; for it fallcth out fit for him to ventie the principall of all 
this Apologie. euen now made for hintselfe ; because thereby it will appearc that he hath not with- 
clraxNnchimselfefroin scruice of the state to hue idle or wholly priuato to himsolfe, but hntli spent 
some time m doingthat whudi may greatly licncfit others and hath pcrned not a little to the liettcrlug 
of his owne mmd, and incicasing of his knowledge, though lie for modesty preb'iid much ignorance, 
and plcadc want iii wealth, muoh like wmie nch iH^ggars, who citluT of custom, or for conetoiisncs, go 
to ln'ggc of others those tliiiigs vhennjf they hauc no want at home. With this answer of M, 
f It seemed that all the company woic wcl sitiafied, for after some few speeches whereby they 
lud ^Ucwe(l an extreme longing atb-r his worke of the Fan /c Cp/eewe, whereof some parcels hud lieoii 
iJy Mime of them secne, they all lK>gan to ]>ie-se me to produce my trnnHhition mentioned by Af. 
/ipeitxer that it might lie jKTiisfil among them ; <ir cIm* that 1 should (as near ns I eoiild) dcliuer unto 
them the contents of the sniiie, vupiKisiiig that my meieory wuuM not much fade me in a thing so 
studied and .advisodl:. set doane iii writing as a Iraiislaiiori iiiii-'t Ik’.' 

n5rjskett at length assents to Spons«*i'’s proposal, and proceeds to I’csad his translation 
of Giraldi, which is in some* sort criticised as hd'rcatls, R}>enser proposing one or two 
questions ‘arising principally,’ as Todd says, ‘fiiiin the discussion of tho doctrines 
of Plato and Aristotle.’ This invaluable picture of a scone in Spenser’s Irish life 
shows manifestly in what high estimation his learning and genius wore already lield, 
and how, in spite of Harvey's sinisrer criticisms, he had resumed his groat work. It 
tells us too that ho found in In l.ind a warmly appreciative friend, if indeed he htid 
not known Bryskett before their going to Ireland. Bryskett too, perhaps, was ac- 
quainted with Sir Philip Sidney ; for two of the elegies written on thal famous 
jtnight’s death and printed along with Aatrophel in the olegiuc collection made by 
Spenser were probably of Bryskett’s composition, viz., Thu Mournimj Muse of 
Thestylis^ where ‘Lilfey’s tumbling stream’ is mentioned, and tho one entitled A 
PastoraJL Eologw, where Lycon offers to ‘ second’ Colin’s lament for Phillisides. 

What is said of the Ffwne Quaene in the above quotation may be illustrated from 
the sonnet already quoted from, addressed to Lord Grey — one of the sonnets that in 
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our modem (editions are prefixed to the great pOem. It epeaks of the great 
poem as 

Sude lymes, tho which a rustick Muae di A weave 
* In eavadge soylc, far from Pamosso mount. 

See also the sonnet addressed to the Right Honourable the Earl of Ormond and 
Ossory. • , 

A sonnet addressed to Harvey, is dated ‘ Dublin this xviy of July, 1586.’ Again, 
in the coursts of the decad now under considemtion, Spen'^er received a grant of laud 
ill Ccffk— of 3,028 acres, aut of the forfeib'd estates of the Earl of Desr^nd. 

All these circumstances put together make it probable, and more than probable, that 
Spenser remained in Ireland after Lord Grey’s re?all. How thorough his familiarity 
with the country grew U) be, appears fr^m the work concerning it which he at last 
produced. 

The years 1686-7-8 were eventful both for England and for Spenser. In the first 
Sidney expinnl of wounds received at Zutphen ; in tho second, Mary Quetm of Scots 
was execute ; iti the third, God blew and scattered the Armada, and also Leicester 
died. Spenser weeps over Sidney — there was never, perhaps, more weeping, poeticiil 
and other, over any death than over that of Sidney — in his Mtrophe/, thi; poem above 
mentioned. This poem is scarcely worthy of the sad occasion^the flower of knight- 
hood cut down ere its prime, not yet 

In flushing ^ 

Wlien blighting was nearest. 

Certainly it in no way expresses what Spenser undoubtedly felt when the woeful news 
came across the Channel to him in his Irish home. Probably his grief was ' too deep 
for tears.’ It was probably one of thoso ‘huge carijs’ which, in Seneca’s phrase, noj; 
• loqunntur,’ but ‘ stiipcnt.’ He would fain have been dumb and opened not his mouth ; 
but the fashion of the time called upon him to speak. He was expected to bring 
Ills immortelle, so to say, and lay it on his hero’s tomb, though his limbs would 
scarcely support him, and his hand, quivering with tho agony of his heart, could with 
difficulty either weave it or cany it.,. All the six years they had been parted, the 
image of that chivalrous form had never been forgotten. It had served for the one 
model of all that was highest and noUest in his eyes. It had repwsented fur him all 
true knighthood. Nor all the years that he lived after Sidney’s death was it for- 
gotten. It is often before him, as he writes his later poetry, and is greeted always 
with undying love and sorrow. Thus in the Ruines of TimCf he breaks out in a sweet 
fervour of unextinguished affection : 

, Host gentle npirite breathed from above, 

Chit nf the bosom of the Makers biis. 

In whom all bountic and all vertuoiis love 
Appeared in their native propertis 
And did enrich that noble bmast of his 
With treasure passing all this worldes worth, 

Worthio of heaven itselfc, which brought it forth. 


His Uessed spiiite, full of power divine 
And inflmnee of all oelestiall grace. 
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liOuthinK thih^mfnll rarLh and uarthlic ekmc, 

F1(h 1 iHiulvC txH) Hflotic untu hifl native place ; 

Too Boonu for all that did hie love embrace, 

Too soonc tor all this wretched world, whom he 
Bobd ot all right and true iiobilitie. 

Yet ere his happie sonic to heaven went 
Qiit of this flcshic giMile, he did devise 
TJnto hi9 hciivciilie Maker to present 
His budio as a spotles i«acriti6c. 

And (’hose, that guiltie luuids of enemies 
tihoiild pown' forth th* ofinng of his guiltlcs bl^, 

So life exchanging for Ids countries good. 

0 noble spinto, live there ever blessed. 

The world s late wonder, onQ the heaven's new ioy. 

Live ever there, and Iwivc me here distrewid 
With mortull cares and cumbrous worlds unoy ; 

But where thou dost that liappiness enioy, 

Bid me, 0 hid me quicklie conic to thcc, 

^ That luippie there 1 maie thee olwaics sec. 

Yet whilest the Fates uffoord me vitell breath, 

1 will it R])end m speaking of thy firaise, 

And sing to thee untill tliat timche death 

By Ib’avcu’s doonie doc ende my eiuthhe dales : 

Tlioreto dtMi thou my huiublc hpinte raise, 

And iiioj mu that sacred breath iub]urc 
Which thou there binathcst perfect and entire. 

It is not quite certain in what part of Ireland the poet was livinp wdioii the news 
that .Sidney wiih not reached him. Was be still residing Dublin, or had ho trans- 
ferred his home to that south(*ru region which is so intimately asKoci.ited with his 
name ? The sonnet to Harvey above mentioned shows that he was at Dublin in July 
of the year of his friend ’s death. It has been said already that ho did not resign his 
Chancery clerkship till 1588. We know that ho was settlod in Cork county, at Kil- 
colman castle, in 1 589, because Raleigh visited him there that. year. Ho may then 
have left Dublin in 1588 or 1589. According to Dr. Rirch’s Life of Sjiensor, prefixed 
to the edition of the Faery Qvecne in 1751,* and the liio^raphia llritiimnen. the grant 
of land made him ili Cork is dated June 27t 1580. Hut the grunt, which is extant, is 
dated October 26, 1691. Yet certainly, as Dr. Grosart points out, in the ‘Articles* 
for the ‘ Undertakers,’ which received the royal assent on June 27, 1686, Spenser is set 
down for 3,028 acres ; and that he was at Kilcolman before 1591 seems certain. As 
he resigned his clerkship in the Court of Chancery in 1588, and was then appointed, 
as we have seen, clerk of the Council of Munster, he probably went to live somewhere 
in the province of Munster that same year. He may have lived at Kilcolman before 
ft and the surrounding grounds were secured to him ; he may have entered upon 
possession on the strength of a promise of them, belbre the formal grant was issued. 
He has mentioned the scenery which environed his castle twice in his great poem ; 

Dr. Bircli refers in his note to TV Avcint and Pretent State qf the County and City of Cork^ by 
Cliarles Smith, vol. 1. book i. c. 1. p. 58-63. Edit. Dublin 1760, 8vo. Aud Fiennes Morysou’s 
/tinerary, part il. p. 4. 
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biit it is -vi'orth noti^'ing that both mentions occnr, not in the books published, as we 
shall now very soon see; in 1590, but in the books published six years afterwarrls. 
In the famous passage already referred to in the eleventh canto of the fourth book, 
describing the nuptials of the Thames and the Medway, he recounts in stanzas x1.- 
xliv. the Irish rivers who were present at that great river-gathering, and amongst 
them 

Swift Awiiidnfr which of the Englisii man 
Is cal’ilc Blackc-watcr, and the {jiflar deep, 

Sad Trowia, that once hiB people over-ran, 
t • Strong* Alio tombling from Slewlogbcr steep, 

. And MuUa mine, whose waves I whilom taught to weep. 

The other mention occurs in the former of the two cantos Of Mutability. There 
the poet sings that the place, appointid for the trial of tlic titles and best rights of both 
‘heavenly powers' and ‘ earthljr wights’ was 

Upon the highest hights 

* * Of Arlo-hill (who knowcs not Arlo-hill ?) 

That is the highest head (in all mens sights) • 

Of my old father Mole, who'ii shepheanU* qmll 
Benowmed liath with hyiuuca lit for a rurall bkill. 

His poem called Cc^in Clmits Come Home Again, w'ritten in 1591, and dedicated to Sir 
W. Kaloigh ‘from my house at Kilcolman the 27 of December^ 1691 * * — written thereforo 
after a lengthy absence in England — exhibits a full familiarity with the country 
round about Kilcolman. On the whole then we may suppose that his residence at 
Kilcolman began not later than loti 8. It w'as to be roughly and terribly ended ten 
years after. 

We may suppose he was living there in peace and quiet, not perhaps undisturbed by 
growing murmurs of discontent, by signs of unrepressed and irrepressible hostility 
towards his nation, by ill-concealed sympathies with the Spanish invaders amongst 
the native population, when the Armada came and went. The old castle in which 
he lived had been one of the rcsidenecs of the Karls of Desmond. It stood some 
two miles from Doneraile, on the iiortff side of a lake which was fed by the river Awbeg 
or MuUa, as the poet christened it. ^ 

' Two miles north-west of Doneraile,’ writes Charlo.s Smith in his Natural and CivU 
History of the County aud City of CorJc^ 1774, (i. 340, 341) — ‘is Kilcoleman, a ruined 
castle of the Earls of Desmond, but more celebrated for being the residence of the 
immortal Spenser, when he composed his divine poem The Faerie Queenc. The castle 
is now almost level with the ground, and was situated on the north side of a fine 
lake, in tRe midst of a vast plain, terminated to the oast by the county of Waterford 
mountains ; Bally-howra hills to the north, or, as Spenser terms them, the mountainc^ 
of Mole, Nagle mountains to tho south, and the mountains of Kerry to the west. It 
commanded a view of above half the breadth of Ireland ; and must have been, when 
the ac^acent uplands were wooded, a most pleasant aud romantic situation; from 
whence, no doubt, Spenser drew several parts of the scenery of his poem.’ 

* Todd propoflCb to regard this data na a printer’e error for 1595, quite unnoceBsarlly. 
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Here, then, as in some cool Sequestered vale of life, for some ten years, his visits 
to England esceptod, lived Spenser still singing sweetly, still, *as he might say, piping, 
with the woods answering hfin and his echo ringing. Sitting in the shade he would 
play many ‘ a pleasant fit ; ’ ho would sing 

Some hymne t>r moroll lair, * 

, *■ Or carol mode to praise his loved lussc ; t 

* 4t 

he would see in the rivers that flowod«rtronnd his tower beings who lived and loved, 
and would Mng of their mutual passions. It nnuit have souigled str.uigely to hei\r (lie 
notes of his sweet voice willing fortli from his old ruin — to hear music so subtle 
and refined issuing from tliat searreil and broken relic of past turbulencics — 

The B^pheard swalncs that did iiliout him play 
. . . with greedir lietfiiU caipi 

Did stand nstonieht at his cnriout$ isldu 
ijiae hartlcbse denre, dismayed with thundcre sound. 

He presents a picture such as would have delighted his own fancy, though perhaps 
the actual experience may not have been unalloyed with pain. It is a picture which 
in many ways resembles that presented by one of a kindred type of genius, who has 
already been mentioned as of affinity W'ith him — by Woi*ds worth. Wordsworth too 
sang in a certain sense from the shade, far away from the vanity of courts, and the 
uproar of citie.s ; sang * fufim a still place, remote from men ; ’ sang, like his own 
Highland girl, all alone with the ‘vale profound’ ‘overflowing with the sound;’ 
flnding, too, objects of friciidsliip and lovo in the forms of nature which surrounded his 
tranquil homo. 

Of these two poets in their various lonelinesBes one may perhaps quote those exquisite 
hues Tciitten by one of them of a somewhat diflerently caused isolation : each one of 
them too lacked 

Not friends for simple glee, 

Nor >ct for higher 8>mpathy. 

To his side the fallow-deer 
Came and rested witnoct fenr ; 

The eagle, lord of land and sea, 

Stooped down to pay him fealty. 

He knew the rocks which angels haunt 
Utmn the mountains visitant; 

JJe hitU^kenned them taking wing ; 

And uita caves where Faeries sing 
He hath entered ; and been told 

» Jig voices how men lived of old. . 

Here now and then ho was iri.sit,cd, it may be supposed, by old friends. Perhaps 
&iat distinguished son of the University of Cambridge, Gabriel Harv'ey, may for a 
while have been his guest ; he is introduced under his pastoral mime of Hobbinol. as 
present at the poet’s house on his return to Ireland. The most memorable of these 
visits was that already alluded to — ^that paid him in 1689 by Sir Waited Raleigh, with 
whom It will be remembered he had become acquainted some nine years before. 
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Baloigh, too, had received a grant from the same huge forfeited estate, a Inigniont of 
which had been given to Spenser. The granting of these, and other shares of the 
Desmond estates, formed part of a policy then vigorouslj^ entertained by the English 
(jovernment^the colonising of the so lately disordered and still restless districts of 
Southern Ireland. The ^recipients were u^rmed ‘ undertakers ; ’ it was one of i.hoir 
duties to repair the ravages inflicted during the recent tumults a^ bring the lands 
committed to them into some state of cultivation and order? • 

The wars had been followed by a famine. * Even in the history of Ireland,’ writes 
a recQpt biographer of Sij Walter Baleigli, * there are not many scene^more full of 
horror tfian those which the historians of that period rapidly sketch when showing us 
the condition of almost the whole province of Muiflster in the year 1584, and the years 
Miimediatoly succeeding.’ * ^ 

The claims of his duties as an ‘ undertaker,’ in additinA perhaps to certain troubles 
at court, where his rival Essof was at this time somewhat superseding him in the 
royal favour, f and making a temporary absence not undesirable, brought Kaleigh into 
Cork County in 1689. A full account of this visit and its important results is given 
us ill Calm Clouts Come Home Agaitiy which gives us at the same time a charming 
picture of the poet’s life at Kilcolman. Colin himself, lately returned homo from 
England, tells his brother shepherds, at their urgent request, of his ‘ passed fortunes.’ 
He begins with Baleigh’s visit. One day, he tells them, as he sat 

Under the footc of Mole, that mountaine korc. 

Keeping my shcepe amongst the cooly shade 
Of the greenc alders by the Mullacs shore, 

a strange shepherd, who styled himself the Shepherd of the Ocean — 

Wlietlier allured with my piiies delight, * 

Whose placing sound yshnlled fur about, 

Or thither led by chaunce, I know not right— 

I 

found him out, and 

Provoked me to^laie some pleasant fit. 

He sang, he tells us, a song of MulU old father Mole’s daughter, and of another 
river called Bregog who loved her. Then his guest sang in turn : — 

His song was all a lamratable lay 
Of great unkindnesse and of usa^ hard. 

Of C>nthia the Iodic of the sea. 

Which from her presence faultlessc him debaid. 

And cA-cr and anon, mth singnlts rife, 

* 11c cT>od out, to make his undersong : 

Ah ! my loves quecne and god<le»<se of my life, 

Who shall me pittie ^\lieu thou doest me wrong ? * 

* Mr. Edward Edwards, 18G8, i. e. vl. ; see also Cohn Clouts Come Home Again, w. 812-4)10 
t ‘ My lord of Essex hath chased Mr. Bnleigh from the court and confined him in Ireland.*— Letter, 
dated August 17, 1&89, ftoin Captain Francis Allen to Antony Bacon, Esq.— Quoted bv Todd from 
Br, Birch's Memoirs of Queen Elitabeth.—BBe Mr. Eduards’s Life of Bateigh, 1. c. viii. 
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Aftor they had made an end of Siinginpj, the shepherd of the ocean 

Gan to cast prreat lyking to my lore, 

And great €li^lyhlllg to my lucklo?so lot 
That banlaht hod niy aelfe, like wight forlore, 

Into that wastt* whore I wob quite forgot, 

and presently jpertaaded him to accompany him ‘ his Cinthia to see ’ f 

It has been seen from one of Harvey’s letters tliat the Faerxe Queme was already 
begun in 1580 ; and from what Bryskeftt says, and what Spenser says himself in his 
sonnets to Loci Crrey, and to Lord Ormond, that it was proceeded W’ith after ,th|* poet 
had passed over to Ireland. By the close of the year 1 589 at least three books avere 
completely finished. Probably enough parts of other bot)kH had been written ; but 
only three were entirely ready for publication. No doubt part of tl e conversation 
that passed between Spenser and ilaleigb related to^ Spensers work. It may be 
believed that what was finished wa.s submitted to Raleigh’s judgment, and certainly 
concluded that it elicited his warmest approval * One great object that Spenser pro- 
posed to himself when he assented to Raleigh’s persuasion to visit England, was tlio 
publication of the^rst three books of his Fuene Qxienic. 


CHAPTER III. 


1590. 

Thus after an absence of about nine j’ears, Spenser returned for a time to England ; 
he returned ‘ bringing his sheaves with him.’ Wh-itever shadow of misunderstanding 
had previously come between his introducer— or perhaps re-introducer — and her 
Majesty seems to have been speedily dissipated. Raleigh presented him to the 
Queen, who, it would appear, quickly recognised bis merits. ‘ That goddess ’ 

To mine oaten pipe eneliir^ber care 
Tliat she thenceforth therein gan take delighti 
^ And it desir'd at timely hoiircs to lieare 

AI were my notes but rude and roughly dight. 

In the Registers of the Stationers’ Company for 1589 occurs the following entry, 
quoted here from Mr. Arber’s invaluable edition of them : — 

Primo Die Decembris. — ^Master Ponsonbye. Entered for his Copye a book Intituled ihofiiyrc Qiuhmic, 
dv^posed into xii bookes Ac. Auethorysed vndcr thmidcs of the Archb. of Ganterbcry bothc the 
Wardens, vjd. 

* The letter of the author’s prefixed to his poem ‘ expounding his whole intention in 
the course of this worko, which for that it giveth great light to the reader, for the 
better understanding is hereunto annexed,’ addressed to ‘ Sir Walter Raleigh. Knight, 
Lord Warduin of the Stanneiyes and her Majesties liefetenaunt of the county of 

* See Balcigh's liiie'i entitled ‘A Vision upon ibis Cuiieeiptof the Faery Queene,’ prefixed to the 
Fairie Queexte. 
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Cornewajll,’ is dated Januaiy 23, 1589 — that is, 1590, according to the Ne-w Style. 
Shortly afterwards, in l590, according to both Old and New Styles, was published by 
William Fonsonby *Thk Fabrib Queens, Disposed into twelve books, Fashioning 
XU Morall vertues.’ That day, which we spoke of as beginning to arise in 1579, 
now fully dawned. The*silence of well nigh two centuries was now broken, not again 
to prevail, t)y mighty voices. During Spenser’s absence in Ireland, William Shak- 
spere had come up from the country to London. The exact date of hie advent it 
seems impossible to ascertain. Probably enough it was 1585 ; but it may have been 
a little later. We may, however, be fairly sure that by the time of Spinser's arrival 
in London in 1589, Shakspere was already occupying a notable position in his 
profession as an actor ; and what is more important, there can be little doubt he was 
already known not only as an actor, bat as a play-writer. What he had already 
written was not comparable vitli what he was to write subsequently ; but even those 
early dnimas.gave promise of splendid fruits to bo thereafter yielded. In 1593 
appeared Yenw and Adonis ; in the following year Lucrece ; in 1 596, Spenser s 
Kpithalamion; in 1596, the second three books of the Faerie Queens', in 1597 
Romeo and Jvliet, King Richard the Second^ and King Richard the Third were printed, 
:iiid also Bacon’s Essays and the first part of Hooker’s Ecclesiastical Polity. During all 
tliese years various plays, of increasing power and beauty, were proceeding from 
Shakspero’s hands ; by 1598 about half of his extant plays had certainly been com- 
posed. Eiirly in 1599, he, who may be said to have ubhevd in this illustrious period, 
h(' whoso radiance first dispersed the darkness and made the day begin to be, our 
poet Spenser, died. But the day did not die with him ; it was then but approaching 
its noon, when he, one of its brightest suns, set. This day may be said to have fully 
braken in the year 1590, when the first instalment of the great w'ork of Spenser’s life 
made its appearance. 

The three books were dedicated to the Queen. They w'ere followed in the original 
edition — are preceded in later editions — first, by the letter to Raleigh above mentioned; 
then by six poetical pieces of a commendatory sort, written by friends of the poet— 
by Raleigh who writes two of tlio piocos, by Harvey who now praises and well-wishes 
the poem he had discountenanced some years before, by ‘ R. S.,’ by ‘ H. B.,’ by * W. L. 
lastly, by seventeen sonnets addressed by the poet to various illvstrious personages ; 
to Sir Christopher Hatton, to Lord Burghley, to the Earl of Essex, Lord Charles 
Howard, Lord Gwy of Wilton, Lord Buckliurst,^Sir Francis Walsingham, Sir John 
Norris, Knight, lord president of Munster, Sir Walter Raleigh, the Countess of 
Pembroke, and others. The excellence of the poem was at once generally perceived 
and acknowledged. Spenser had already, as we have seen, gained great applause by 
his Shepheardes Calendar, published some ten years before the coming out of his 
greater work. During these ten years he had resided out of England, as has beep 
seen ; but it is not likely his reputation had been languishing during his absence. 
Webbe in his Discourse of English Poetrie, 1686, had contended ‘ that Spenser may 
w'ell wear the garlande, and step before the best of all English poets.* The Shepheardes 
Calendar had been reprinted in 1581 and in 1686 ; probably enough, other works of 
hb had been circulating in manuscript ; the hopes of the country had been directed 
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towards him ; he was known to*be engiiged in the composition of a great poem. No 
doubt he found himself famous when he reached England on the visit suggested by 
Baleigh ; he found a most eager expectant audience ; and when at last his Faerie 
Queene appeared, it was received with the utmost delight and admiration. He was 
spoken of in the same year with its appearance as the new latfreate.* In t^e spring of 
the following year ?ie received a pension from the crown of 50/. per anniim. Prob- 
ably, however, then, as in later days, the most ardent appreciators of Spenser were I he 
men of the same craft with himself —thb men who too, though in a different degree, or 
in a different ^ind, possessed the * vision and the faculty divine.’ • • 

This great estimation of the Faerjf Queene was due not only to the intrinsic charms 
of the poem — to its exquisitely sweet melody, its intense pervading sense of beauty, 
its abundant fancifulness, its subtle spirituality — but also to the time of its appear- 
ance. For then nearly two centuries no great poem had been written in the English 
tongue. Chaucer had died heirless. Occleve’s lament over that great spirit’s decease 
had not been made without occasion : — 

• Alas my worthlc matter honorable 

This londis verray tresour and richesse 
Doth by thy detho Imthe harm trrepernblc 
Unto us done : hir vengeable duresse 
Dispoilcd liathe this loiide of swetnesse 
Of Iluthuryk fro ua : to Tullius 
WRa never man so like amon^’es us.! 

And the doleful confession this orphaned rhymer makes for himself, might have 
been well made by all the men of his age in England : — 

My dcrc maystcr, God his soule quite, 

‘ And fader Chauocr fayne would have me taught, 

But I was dull, and learned lyto or naught. 

No wiwthy scholar had suceecdtd the. great master. The fifteenth century in 

England had abounded in movements of profound social and political intere.st in 

movements which eventually fertilised and enriched and ripened the mind of the 
nation ; but, not unnaturally, tho immediate literary results had boon of no groat 
value. In the reigr of Henry VIII. tho condition of literature, for various reasons, 
had greatly improved. Surrey and Wyatt had heralded the advent of a brighter 
era. From their time the poetical succession had never failed altogether. The most 
memorable name in our literature between their time and the Faerie Queene is that of 
Sackville, Lord Buckhurst— a name of note in the history of both our dramatic and 
non-dramatic poetry. Sackville was capable of something more than lyrical essays. 
He it was who designed the Mirror far Magistrates. To that poem, important as 
compared with the poetiy of its day, for its more preti-ntious conception, he liims(*lf 
contributed the two best pieces that form part of it — the Induction and tho C&mplaint 
of Buckmghawi. Those pieces are marked by some bejiuties of the same sort os those 
which especially characterise Spenser; but they are but fragments; and in spirit 

* Nash's SuppUetUion of Pierce PenniUue^ 1692. 
t Skeat's Bp^mew ef Englith Merature. p. li. 
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they belong to an age which happily passed away shoHly after the accession of Queen 
Elizabeth — they are penetrated by that despondent tone which is so strikingly audible 
in our literajbure of the middle years of the sixtoonth ceiftury, not surprisingly, if the 
general history of the time be considered. Meanwhile, our language had changed 
much, and Chaucer had grown almost unintelligible to the ordinary reader. Tliere- 
forc, about the year 1590, the nation was practically without a gi^at jx)em. At the 
same time, it then, if ever, truly needed one. Its power *of appreciation luid been 
quickened and refiiuKl by the study of the poetries t)f other countries ; it had trans- 
lated and perused the classical writers with enthusiasm ; it hiid ardently pored over 
the ppetical literature of Italy. Then its life had lately been ennobled by deeds of 
splendid courage crowned with as splendid success. In the year 1590. if ever, this 
country, in respect of its literary conditj^)n and in respect of its general high and 
noble excitement, was ready for the reception of a great poem. 

Such a poem undoubtedly was the Fmtic Qiieene^ although it may perhaps be 
admitted that it was a work likely to win favour with the refined and cultured sections 
of the community rather than with tho community at large. Strongly impressed on 
it as wore the instant influences of the day, yet in many ways it*was marked by a 
certain archaic character. It depicted a world — the world of chivalry and romance — 
which was departed ; it drew its images, its forms of life, its scenery, its very language, 
from the past. Then the genius of our literature in the latter part of Queen Elizabeth’s 
reign was emphatically dramatic ; in the intense life of t^se years men longed for 
reality. Now the Faerk Queene is one long idealizing. These circumstances arc to be 
accounted for jiartly by the chai'acter of Spenser’s genius, partly by the fact already 
stated that chronologically Spenser is the earliest of the great spirits of his day. In 
truth he stands between two worlds : he belongs partly to the new time, partly to the 
old ; he is the last of one age, ho is the firat of another ; he stretches out one hand 
into the past to Chaucer, the other rests upon the shoulder of Milton. 


CH^APTER IV. , 

1591-1599. 

It is easy to imagine how intensely Spenser enjbyed his visit to London. It is 
uncertain to what extent that visit was prolonged. He dates the dedication of his 
Colin Clouts Come Home Again ‘ from my house at Kilcolman, the 27 of December, 
1591.’ On the other hand, the dedication of his Daphnaida is dated ' London this 
first of Januarie 1591,* that is 1592 according to our new style. Evidently there is^ 
some mistake here. Prof. Craik ‘suspects’ that in the latter instance ‘the date 
Tanuary 1591 ’ is used in the modern meaning; he quotes nothing to justify such a 
suspicion ; but it would seem to be correct. Todd and others have proposed to alter 
the ‘ 1691 ' in the former instance to 1595, the year in which Colin Gauts Come Home 
Again was pablished, and with which the allusions made in the poem to contemponuy 
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writBTH agree ; but this proposal is, as ure shall see, scarcely tenable. The manner 
in which the publisher of the Complaints^ 1591, of which publication we shall speak 
presently, introduces that woi'k to the * gentle reader,’ seems to show that the poet was 
not at the time of the publishing easily accessible. Ho speaks of having endeavouwid 
' by all good meanes (for tlie better encrease and accomplishipont of your delights) to 
get into my hands^uch small poems of the same authors, as 1 heard weye disperst 
abroad in sun^e hands, *aud not easie to bee come by by himselfe ; some of them 
having been diverslie imbeziled and purlo 3 med ^m him since his departure oner sea.’ 
He says \iv. uj^derstands Speust'r ‘ wrote sundrie others ’ bolides those now coUpcted, 

‘ besides some other Pamphlets looselio scattered abroad . , . which when 1 can eithcT 
by himselfe or otherwise attaine foo 1 meane likew'ise for your fauour sake to set 
foorth.’ It may be supposed urith much jirobability that fcjpenser rorurned to his 
Irish castle some time in 1591, in all likelihood after Pebruary, in which month he 
received the (lension mentioned above, and on the otlihr hand so as to have time to 
writ.** the original draught of Cohn Clouts Come Home Again before the close of 
l)<*eember. 

The reception of the Faerie Queene hnd been so favourable that in 1591 — it would 
seem, as has been shotvn, after Spensers departure —the publisher of that poem 
determined to put forth what other poems by the same hand he could gather 
together. The result was a volume ontitlwl ‘ Complaints^ containing sundrie small 
Poemos of the Worlds Vanitio, whereof the next page maketh mention. By Kd. Sp,’ 
‘ The next page ’ contains ^'a note of the Sundrie Poemes contained in this volume : ’ 

1. The Ruines of Time. 

2. The Tcares of the Muses. 

3. VirglLs Gnat. 

4. Prusopopoia fir Mother Hubbards Tale. 

Tj. The Ruines of Rome, bv Rcllny 

C. Muiojiotmos or The Tale of the Butterflie. 

7. Visions of tlie Worlds Yanitie. 

8. BeJIayes A iaions. 

». Petrarches AMsions. 

Ill a short notice addressed to the Gentle T^fiader w^hich follow'S — the notice just 
referred to — the publisher of the voluino ineiitioiis other w’orks by Spenser, and 
promises txj publish them too ‘ when he can attain to’ them. These works arc Ik'clv- 
siastes, The Seven Psahms^ and Canticum Caniicornm — these three no doubt trans- 
lations of parts of the Old Testanjent — A Sennight Slumber, The State of Lovers, the 
Di/ing Pehcan — doubtless the w’ork mentiomKl, as has been seen, in one of Spenser’s 
b tters to Harvey — The Homers of the Lord, and The Saerijiee. of a Sinner. Many of 
these works had probably been passing from hand to hand in manuscript for many 
years. That old method of circulation survived the invention of the printing press for 
emany generations. The perils of it may be illustrated from the fate of the works just 
me ntioned. It would seem that the publisher never did attain to them ; and they 
have all perished. With regard to the works which were printed and preserved, the 
Ruines o} Time, as the Dedication shows, was written during Spenser’s memorable 
visit of 1589-91 to England. It is in fact an elegy dedicated to the Countess of 
Pembroke, on the death of Sir Philip Sidney, * that most brave Knight, your most 
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noble brother deceased.’ ‘ Sithens my late cumining into EngJiiiid,’ tlie poet writes 
in the Epistle Dedicatdtie, ‘some friends of mine (which might mnch prevailc with 
mo and indeede eommaund me) knowing with howe str^ght bandes of diietie I was 
tied to Jiira ; as also bound unto that noble house (of which tlio cliiefe hope then 
I’osled in him) have sought to revive them by upbraiding me; for tliat 1 have not 
shewed anie thankefull remem biaiice fow^ards him or any of tlieti ; j^iit suffer their 
names to sleep in silence and forgetfulnesae. Whonie cTiiellie to siitisfie, or els to 
:i\oide that fowle hlot of unthankefiilnessef 1 have conemvod this small Pocme, 
intitiilf'd by a geiierall mime of the Workl't Ruinct , ; yet speeiallie intended to the 
renowming of that noble race from which both you and he sprung, and to the eter- 
nizing of some of the cliiefe of them late deceased.’ This jioem is written in a tone 
that had been extremely frecpieiit during Spenser’s youth. Jls text is that ancient 
one ‘ Vanity of Vanities ■ all is Vanity’ — a very obvious text in all ages, but perhaps 
especially so, as h.as been liiiiled, in the sixteenth century, and one very frequently 
adopted at that time. This text is treated in a manner characteristic of the age. It is 
exemplified ’by a* series of visions. The poet represents himself as seeing at Venilam 
an apparition of a woman weeping over the decay of that aflcicnt town. This 
woman stands for the tow'n itself. Of its w'hilorae glories, she says, after a vain 
recounting of them, 

niic^ all arc frcMic .mil all wath them i'^ 

N(‘ oiif'lit to tac leiitmnes, but to lament 
Mi loii^' (leca.\ . • 

No one, she continiii's, tveeps with her, no one remembors her, 

Save one tlmt iiuimnv fortuneB injunc 
Ami tiiiu-s (local , uml ciiiiics ci iicll tort 
Hath «nt uiy rccoid lu tiuc sooming nirt. 

CauilHloii tli(' nivuiicp of .uiti(xiiili('. 

Ami Innicriie unto kite Micm'diii}? ago, 

'I’o M'O the lij^ht ol siiiililo voiitie 

Ihiiicd ill ruin(>5», tlu’oiiyh the gicat ontiagi; 

Of licr owne jiooulo, led with wavliko loge. 

CamiKh’ii, though tune all uioiumcntB obhoiuo, 

Yet thy just labours cvci diall endure. 

• 

Then she rebukes herself for these selfish moauings by calling to mind how far 
from solitary she is in her desolation. She recalls to mind the great ones of the land 
who have lately fallen— Leicester, and WarwiA, and Sidney — and wonders no longer 
at her own ruin. Is not Transit Gloria the lesson taught everywhere? Then other 
visions and emblems of instability are seen, some of them not darkly suggesting that 
what passes aw'ay from earth and apparently ends may perhaps he glorified elsewhere. 
The second of these collected poems — The leans of the Masih — dedicated, as we havo« 
seen, to one of the poet’s fair cousins, the Lady Strange, df'plores the general intellec- 
tual condition of the time. It is douhtful whether Spenser fully conceived what a 
brilliant literary age was beginning about the year iTiDO. Perhaps his long absence 
in Ireland, the death of Sidney who was the great liope of England Spenser knew, 
the ecclesiastical controversies raging when he revisited England, may partly account 
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for his despondent tone with reference to literature. He introduces each Muse weep- 
ing for the neglect and contempt suffered by her respective protince. He who describes 
these tears was himself destined to dry them ; and Shakspere, who, if anyone, was to 
make the faces of the Muses blithe and bright, was now rapidly approaching his prime. 
There can be little doubt that at a later time Spenser was acquainted with Shakspere ; 
for Spenser was ai>»intimate friend of the Harl of Essex ; Shakspere was'ln intimate 
friend of the irl of Southampton, who was one of the most attached fnends of that 
Earl of Essex. And a personal acquaintance with Shakspere may have been one of 
the most memorable events of Spenser’s visit to London in 4589. We would gfladly 
think that Thalia in the Tbam of the Muses refers in the following passage to 
Shakspere : the comic stage, she says, is degraded, 

And lie the man whom Nature Bclfc had made 
To mock herselfe and TYuth to imitate, 

With kindly counter under Mimick shade, 

Onr pleasant Willy, ah I is dead of late ; 

With whom all ]oy and jolly nierimcnD 
Is also deiulcd and in dolour dreut. 

» 

The context shows that by ' dead ’ is not meant physical deatli, but that 

That same RCiitle spirit, from whose pen 
Large gtreumca of honuic and swcutv nectar Howe, 

produces nothing, sits idle-handed and silent, rather than pander to the grosser tastes 
of the day. But this view, attractive os it is, can perhaps hardly be maintained. 
Though tlio Tears of the Muses was not published, as we have seen, till 1591, it was 
probably written some years earlier, and so before the star of Shakspere had arisen. 
Possibly by AVilly is meant Sir Philip Sidney, a favourite haunt of whose was his 
sister’s house at Wilton on the river Wiley or Willey, and who had exhibited some 
comic power in his masque. The I^dyof May., acted before the Queen in 1578. Some 
scholars, however, take ‘ Willy ’ to denote John Lily. Thus the passage at present 
remains dark. If written in 1590, it certainly cannot mean Sidney, who had been 
dead some years ; just possibly, but not probably, it might in that case mean 
Shakspere. 

Of the remaining works jiubliKhed in the the only other one of recent 

composition is Mmopotnuis, which, as I’ruf. Craik suggestH, would seem to Iju an 
allegorical narrative of some matter recently transpired. It is dated 1590, but nothing 
is known of any earlier edition than that which appears in the Complaints. Of the 
other pieces hy far the most interesting is Prosopopma, or Mother Hubbards Tale, not 
only because it is in it, as has been said, Spenser most carefidly, thougI\ far from 
successfully, imitates his great master Chaucer, but for its intrinsic merit — for its 
esasy style, its various incidents, its social pictures. In the dedication he speaks of it 
as * These my idle labours ; which having long sithens composed in the raw conoeipt cf 
my youth, I lately amongst other papers lighted upon, and was by others, which liked 
tlie same, mooved to set them foorth.’ However long before its publication the poem 
in the main was written, possibly some additions were made to it in or about the year 
1690; as for instance, the well-known passage describing *a suitor’s state,* which 
reflects ^ cluirly h bitter personal experience to have been composed before Spenser 
had grown so familiar with the Court as he became during* his visit to England under 
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Raleigh’s patronage. But it is conceivable that his Izperieuce in 1578 and 1579 in- 
spired the lines in question. 

The remaining pieces in the Comj^ainta consist of t&nslations or imitations, com- 
posed probably some years before, though probably in some cases, as has been shown, 
revised or altogether reeast. 

Probably in the same year with the Complaints — tha^ is in 11591-*-wa8 published 
Daphnaida,* * an Elegie upon the death of the noble and vertuous Douglas Howard, 
daughter and heire of Henry Lord Howard* Viscount Byndon, and wife of Arthur 
Georges. Esquire.’ Thil elegy was no doubt written before SpensJt returned to 
Ireland. It is marked by his characteristic difii^eness, abundance, melody. 

Certainly before the close of the year 1591 Spenser found himself once more in his 
old castle of Kilcolman. A life at Oourtesould never have suited him, however irksome 
at times his isolation in Irelqpd may have seemed. When his friends wondered at his 
returning unto 

This barrein aoyle, 

• • Where cold and care and penury do dwell, 

nere to keep sLeepc with hunger and uith tuylc, • 

lie made answer that he, 

* Whose former dayes 

Had in rudo fields bciie altogether sxient. 

Durst not adventui*e suoh unLnowen wayes, 

Nor trust the guile of fortunes blandishment ; 

But rather chose bock to my shcepe to toume. 

Whose utmost hardnesne I before had tryde, 

Then, having letimd rciientance Into, to mourne 
Emongst those wretches w'Liuli I there dcsoryde. 

That life, with all its intrigues and sulf-soekings and scandals, had no charms fur him. 
Once more seldled in his home, he wrote an account of his recent absence from it, 
which he entitled Co/m Clouts Come Home Again. This poem was not published 
till 1696 ; but, whatever additions were subsequently made to it, there can be no 
doubt it was originally written immediately after his return to Ireland. Sitting in 
the quiet to which he was but now i^stored, he re^newed the splendid scenes he had 
lately witnessed ; he recounted the famous wits he hud met, and the fair ladies he 
had seen in the great London world ;* and dedicated this exquisite diary to the friend 
who had introduced him into that brilliant circle. It would seem that Haleigh had 
accused him of indolence. That ever-restless schemer could not appreciate the poet’s 
dreaminess. * That you may see,’ writes Spenser, ‘ that I am not alwaies ydle as yee 
think, though not greatly well occupied, nor altogither undutifoll, though not precisely 
officious, T make you present of this simple pastorall, unworthie of your higher 
conceipt for the meanesse of the stile, but agreeing with the truth in circumstance and 
matter. The which I humbly beseech you to accept in part of paiment of the infinit? 
debt in which I atcknowledge mysolfo bounden unto you for your singular favours and 
Bundrie good tumes shewed to me at my late being in England, &c.’ 

The conclusion of this poem commemorates, as wo have seen, Spensei^s enduring 

* This ])ocnc is In this volume reprinted from the edition of 1591. Mr. Morris tMnim that Todd 
was not aware of this edition. Mr. Collier reprinted from the 2nd edition— that of 1596. 
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affection for that Rosalind who«so many years before had turned away her ears from 
his suit. It must have been some twelve months after those lines were penned, 
that the writer conceived nn ardent attachment for one Elizabeth. The active 
research of Br. Grosjirt has discovered that this lady belonged to the Boyle family — 
a famil}' already of importance and destined to be famous. - The family scat was at 
Kilcoran, near Yoyghal, and so we understand Spenser’s singing of ‘ ITio sea that 
neighbours to her near.’ ' Thus she lived in the same county with her poet. The 
whole 1 ‘ourse of the W’ooing and the wmning is portrayed iu the Atw^rctii or Sonnef: 
and the K^itJ^amiuin It may bo gathered from these hiotraphicaUy and otherwise 
interesting pieces, that it was at the clo.se of the year 1592 that the po-t was made a 
captive of that beauty he so fondly describes. TJie first three sonnets would seem to 
have been written in tliat year. The fourth ,celebrjj to.*? the beginning of the }ear 1593 
— the beginning according to our modern way of reckc^ning. All through that year 
1593 the lover sighed, beseeclied, adored, despaired, prayed again. Fifty-eight sonnets 
chronicle the various hopes and fears of that year. The object of bis passion re- 
mained as steel and flint, while he wept and wailed and plcadol. Ills life was .i long 

torment. vnim* I sifke and ww to her for 

And doe nmie humbled Ii.nt liefon> tier ]w>iirc ; 

Tlie lilies lici' f(«)t she in ni.\ iierke doth jilace 
And trcail my life downe in the louly lluurL*. 

In Lent she is his ‘sweet ^'^.vllt,’ and he vows to find .some fit service, for her. 

31er temple fnyre ib built within my mind 
In which her plonoiis ininpe placwl is , 

But all his devotion profited iiotliiiig, and ho thinks it were betlcr ‘at once to die.’ 
He uiarAcls at her criudty. He cannot address hinisolf to the further composition of 
his great poem. The iiccomplishmciit of that great work uero 

II lit workf for one uisiirs simiile head, 

All neiu it, m> the ixst, but riidelv writ, 
lliiw Iheii -iljoidd 1, without iinntluT int, 

'I'hiin k cMT to eiidiin* so le(tou» to>le ! 

Sith ttiat thi-. one is lc<t with tronliUnib ht 
^ Of a jiroiid love that doth iiiy Bpii a spoj Ic. 

He fallb ill in liis body too. When the anniversary of his being carried into captivity 
comes round, he declares, as has bqen already quoted, that the year just elajised has 
appeared longer than all the fort}* years of his life that laid preceded it (.sonnet GO). 
In the beginning of the year 1594, 

After lonpr stonnes nnd tcinixistR Hod nBi?*iy 
■Which haiillj I endured hcrtofoiv 

• In dntfid of death and daunpt-rous diKiiiiiv 

W^th which my wily iKirk waa win;, 

he did ‘at length descry the happy shore.’ The heart of his niistre.s.s softened towai-ds 
him. The last twenty-five sonnet* are for the mo.st part tlie songs of a lover acoi'pted 
and happy. It would seem that by this time he had completed three more books of 
the Faerie Q»cc9ie, and he ttsk.s leave in sonnet 70, 
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In ploa.«ant mow 

Tosport my Miw; ami sin^ my Iovcm swtoI i)r:u‘t\ 

Tbo contemplation of w lioae Lcnvcnlv lic\» 

* My Kpirit to an hi^hei piti'li doth roi'^c. 

Probably the Sixth Book was conclmlod in the fir'^t part of the year 159t, jnsfc after 
Ills lonR wooing had boon crowne/l with snecess. In the teiilli caftlo that book ho 
introduces the lady of his love, and himself ‘piping’ untxi her. In a rarely pleasant 
place on a fair wooded hill-top Calidore seel the Graces dancing, and Colin Clout 
piping nierrily. With thftse goddesses is a fourth maid ; it is to her al«ie that Colin 
pipes ■ — 

P3*pe, lolly bhephoard, pjjje thoii now apace 
Unto thy love that made thee low to lout ; 

Thy love is present tl**n; with thee in place ; 

I'hy lov^ Ls there ndvaiinst to lx* nnotlicr Grace. 

Of this fourth •maid the poet, afti'r sweetly praising tho daughters of sky-ruling Jov 9 , 
sings in this wise : — 

Who eiin areacl wliat creature mote she bee ; • 

"Whether a creature or a ^foddesse (p'aced 
^ With heavenly frifte from hcveii fir^^t cnraccd ? 

* But what so sure she was, she worthy w as 
To lx* the toiirth with those three other placed. 

Yet was she certes but ii conntroy laase ; 

Yet she all other couutmy lasses fane did ^assc. 

So furre, as doth tho daugliter of the day 
All other leaser lights in light exeell ; 

So far re doth she in beauty full array 
Above all other lasses licare the boll ; 

Nc lessc in vertuc that beseems her well 
Doth she cxccede tho rest of all her race. 

The phraso ‘ country lass ’ in this rapturous passage has been taken to signify that she 
to whom it is applied was of moan origin ; but it scarcely bears this construction. 
Probably all that is meant is that hqj family was not connected with the Court or the 
Court circle. She "was not liigli-bom ; but she was not low-bom. The final sonnets 
refer to some malicious ro^iorts ciroplatiiig about him, and to sosio local separation 
between the sonneteer and his mistress. This separation was certainly ended in tho 
June following his acceptance — that is, the June of 1594 ; for in that month, on St 
Barnabas’ day, that is, on the 11th, Spenser was married. This event Spenser cele- 
brates in the finest, the most perfect of all his poems, in the most beautiful of all 
bridal songs— in his Epithalamwi. Ho had many a time sung for others; he now 
bade tho Muses crown their heads wdtli garlands and help him his own love’s praises 
to resound : — ^ 

So I unto my selfe alone will sing. 

The wooils sliall to me answer, and my echo ring. 

Then, with the sweetest melody and a refinement and grace incomparable, he singt 
with a most happy heart of various matters of the marriage day — of his love’s waking, 
of the meny music of tho minstrels, of her coming forth in all the pride of her visiblo 
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lOTeliness, of that ‘ inward beafity of her lively spright ’ which no eyes can see, of 
her standing before the altar, her sad eyes still fastened on the ground, of the 
bringing her home, of the rising of the evening star, and the fair face of the moon 
looking down on his bliss not unfavourably, as he would hope. The Amoretti and 
Epithalamion were registered at the Stationers’ Hall on the 19th of November fol- 
lowing the marriages. They were published in 1695, Spenser — as appeals from the 
‘ Dedication ’ of them to Sir Kobert Needham, written by the printer Ponsonby— 
being still absent from England. 

Meanwhile ^he poet had been vexed by other troubles besides those of a slbwly 
requited passion. Mr. Hardiman,* in his Irish Minstrehj/y has published three 
petitions presented in 1593 to the Lord Chancellor of Ireland by Maurice, Lord Roche, 
Viscount Fennoy, two against ‘ one Edmund Spenser, gentleman,' ojio against one 
Joan Ny Callaglian— wlio is said to act ‘ by siipportatioii.and maintenance of Edmond 
Spenser, gentleman, a heavy adversary unto your suppliant.’ ‘ Where,’ runs the first 
petition, ' one Edmond Spenser, gentleman, hath lately exhibited suit against your 
suppliant for three ploughlands, parcels of Shanballymorc (your suppliant’s inlicrit- 
ance) before the Vice-president and Council of Munster, which land hath been here- 
tofore decreed for your suppliant against the said Spenser and qthors under whom ho 
conveyed ; and nevertheless for that the said Spenser, being Clerk of the Council in 
the said province, and did assign his office unto one Nicholas Curtcys among other 
agreements with covenant ^|iat during his life he should be free in the said office for 
his causes, by occasion of which immunity ho doth multiply suits against your sup- 
pliant in the said province upon pretended title of others &c.’ The third petition 
averred that * Edmond Spenser of Kilcolman, gentleman, hath entered into three 
ploughlands, parcel of Ballingcrath, and disseised your suppliant thereof, and con- 
tinueth by countenance and greatness the possession thereof, and inaketh great waste 
of the w’ood of the said land, and converteth a great deal of corn growing thereupon 
to his proper use, to tlie damage or the complainant of two hundred pounds sterling. 
Whereunto,’ continues the document, which is preserved in the Original Rolls Office, 
* the said Edmond Spenser appearing in person l^d several days prefixed unto him 
peremptorily to answer, which he neglected to do.’ Therefore ‘ after a day of grace 
given,’ on the 12t]i of Februaiy% 1594, Lord Jloche was decreed the possession. 
Perhaps the absence from his lady love referred to in the concluding sonnets was 
occasioned by this litigation. Perhaps also the ‘ &lse forged lyes ’ — the malicious 
reports circidated about him — refdtred to in Sonnet 85, may have been connected 
with these appeals against him. It is clear that all his dreams of Faerie did not make 
him neglectful of bis earthly estate. Like Sbakspere, like Scott, Spenser did not 
cease to be a man of the world— we use the phrase in no unkindly sense — because he 
was a poet He was no mere visionaiy, helpless in the ordinary affaire of life. In 
t!be present case it would appear that he was even too keen in looking after his own 
interests. Professor Craik charitably suggests tliat his poverty ‘rather than 
rapacity may be supposed to have urged whatever of hardness there was in his pro- 
ceedings.* it is credible enough that these proceedings made him highly unpopular 
■ Irish Mintlrd^f ; or, Bardie Semamt qf Jrekmdt J. Bardlnuin. London, 1881. 
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with tlie native inhabitants of the district, and that they were not forgotten when the 
day of reckoning came. ' His name,’ says Mr. Hardiman, on the authority of Trott&fi 
Walks in Irelatid,* ‘ is still remembered in the vicinity of* Kilcolman ; but the people 
entertain no sentiments of respect or affection fop his memoiy.’ 

In the same year with ‘the Amnretti was published Colin Clottts Coine Home Agai% 
several additions having been made to the original vorsion. • 

Probably at the close of this year 1695 Spenser a secontf time crossed to England, 
accompanied, it may bo supposed, by his wife, Carrying with him in manuscript the 
Bcconi three books of hif Faerie Queene, which, as wo have seen, w^o completed 
before his marriage, and also a prose work, A View of the Present State of Ireland, 
Mr. Collier quotes the following entry from the Stationers' Register ; — 

20 dip .Tarniarii [l-l!),*].- Mr. Poiisonby. Entml Tho Sorond Part of the Paerio Quocne, cont. the 
4, 5, and 6 hooker, vjtf. 

This second instalment — whiefT was to be the last— of his great poem was duly pub- 
lished in that year. The J^iew of the Present State <f Ireland was nfit registered 
till April 1598, atid then only conditionally. It was not actually printi'd till 1633. 
During his stay in England he wrote the Hymns to Heavenly Love and Heavenly Beauty, 
and the Prothala7nion, which were to be his last works. 

More than four years had elapsed since Sponsor had last visited London. During 
that period certain memorable works had been produced ; tho intellectual power of 
that day had expressed itself in no mean manner. When he arrived in London 
towards the close of the year 1595, he would find Shakspero splendidly fulfilling the 
promise of his earlier days ; he would find Ben Jonson just becoming known to fame ; 
he would find Bacon already drawing to him the eyes of his time. Spenser probably 
spent the whole of the year 1596, and part of 1597, in England. In 1597 appeared, 
as has already been said, tlio first port of Hooker’s Ecclesiastical Polity^ and Bacon’s 
Essays, and also Jonson’s Every Man in His Own Humour. 

The reigning favourite at this time was the Earl of Essex. In 1596 his successful 
descent upon Cadiz raised him to the zenith of his fame. With this nobleman Spenser 
was on terms of intimacy. At his London house in the Strand — a house which had 
previously been inhabited by Spenser^ earlier patrou, the Earl of Leicester — it stood 
where Essex Street now is, and is still represented by the two pill^s which stand at 
the bottom of that street — Spenser no doubt renewed his friendship with Shakspere, 
This intima<^ with Essex, with whatever intellectual advantages it may have been 
attended, with whatever bright spirits it may have •brought Spenser acquainted, pro- 
babty impeded his prospects of preferment. There can be no doubt that one of the 
motj^ves that brought him to England was a desire to advance his fortunes. Camden 
describes fiim as always poor. His distaste for his residence in Ireland could not but 
have been aggravated by his recent legal defeat. But he looked in vain for further 
preferment. He had fame, and to spare, and this was to sulfice. It was during this* 
sojourn in England that he spoke of himself, as we have seen, as one 

• * The name and occupation of S>pen.<)eT ia handed down traditionally among them (the Indi) ; tout 
they deem to entertain no eentlmentB at respect or affection for hia memory ; the iMrd in rather 
nngrocioiiB tinus, and the keen recollections of this untutored people arc wonderful,’— Trotter'a Walts 
Ireland in the Years J812, 1814, and 1817. London. 1819, p. 802. 
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' Whom sulleiii care 

Through discoiiteiit of my long friiitles«e stii^ 

III PriK'iOs court and expectation viiyiie 
(If idle hopes which still doe fly away 
Like empty shaddows, did afflict my brayrie. 

The publication^ of the second throe books of the Faerie Qaeeney ludth a re- 
impression of fne first three books, placed him on tho liij^jhost pinnacle of fame. Its 
plentiful references to passing events — hs adumbrations of the history of tin* lime — 
however it niight damage the permanent value of tho woak from uti artistic if loiiit 
of view, increased its immediate pojmlarity. How keenly thesr* refei’eiices were aypre- 
ciated appi'ars from the anxiety of the Scotch King to have the poet prosceutt'd for his 
picture of Duessa, in A\hom Mary Queen of Scots was generally recognised. ‘ Hubert 
Bowes, the I'biglisli amluissador in Scotland, writing to Lin’d Biirghley from Edin- 
burgh rJth November, 151)0, states that great oifeiice was conei iv(*d by the King 
against Edmund Spenser for publishing in print, in tho second part* of the Faerif 
Queen, eh. 9, some dishonourable effects, as the King deemed, against* liimSelf and his 
mother deceased. <Mr. Bowes states that he had satisfied the King as to tho privilege 
under which the book M’as published, yet he still desired that Edmund Spenser for this 
fault might be tried and imnishetl. It furtlicr appears, from a letter from George 
Nicolsou to Sir Hubert Cecil, dated Edinburgh, 25 February, 1597-8, that Walter 
Quin, an Irishman, was aiJsw»Ting Spenser’s book, whereat the King was oflended.’* 

The View of the Present^ State of Irelaml, written dialogue-wise belwceii Eudoxus 
and IrenasuB, though not printed, as has* been said, till 1633, seems to have enjoyed a 
considerable circulation in a manuscript form. Tlicre are niunuseript copies of this 
tractate at Cambridge, at Dublin, at Lambeth, and in the British IVIiiseuni. It is 
partly antiquarian, partly descriptive, partly political. It exhibits a profound sense of 
the unsatisffietory state of the country — a sense which vras presently to he justified in 
a frightful manner. Spenser had not been deaf to the ever-growing murmurs of dis- 
content by which he and liis countrymen had been surrounded. He was not in advance 
of his time in the policy he advocates for tlio administration of Ireland. Ho w’as far 
from anticipating that policy of ci'iiciliation whose triumphant aiiplicatioii it may 
perhaps be the signal honour of our own day to achieve. The im-asures ho proposes 
are all of a vigorously repressive kind ; they are such measures as belong to a military 
occupancy, not to a statesmanly administration. He urges the stationing numerous 
garrisons ; he is for the abolishing siativc* customs. 8ucli proposals won a not un- 
favourable hearing at that time. They have been admired many a time since. 

It is to this work of Bpeiiser’s th.it Prob’ctor Crumn'cll alludes in a letter to his 
council in Ireland, in favour of AVilliara Spenser, grandson of Edmund Spenser, from 
whom an estate of lands in the barony of Fermoy, in the county of Cork, descended on 
Ihm. ‘His grandfather,’ he writes, * was that Spenser who, by his writings touching 
the reduction of tho Irish to civility, brought on him the odium of that nation ; and 
for those works and his other good sendees Queen Elizabeth conferred on him that 
estato which the said William Spenser now claims.’ t This latter statement is 

* Cooiier’s Athen. Cantab. 
t {jee isr. Edwi^ds's L\fe qf RaUeigh, vul. 1. p. 128. 
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OTidonlly inaccumto. Spenser, us we Lave seen, liadnilready held his ehlute for some 
years when he brought his View to England. 

Spenser dates the dodieation of liis Hymns from GA?enwich, September 1, 1596. 
Of these four hymns, two had been in circulation for some years, tht>ugh now for the 
first time printed, the other two now first appeared. ‘ Having in the greener times 
of my youth',’ lie wi’itcs, ‘composed these former two liymnes in tli* praise of love and 
beautie, and finding th.it the same loo much jdcased those like age and disposition, 
which being too vehemently caried witli that kind of affection do rather sucko ont 
poysc^i ^o their strong passion than liony to their honest delight, I moved by 
one of you two most excellent ladies [the ladies Margrirct, Countess of Cumberland, 
Mary, Countess of Warwick] to call in the same ; but unable so to doe, by reason that 
many copies thereof were foniiorly scattered abroad, I resolved at least to amend, 
and by way of retractiem to^-eforme them, making (instead of those two hymnes of 
earthly or natiirall love and beautie) two others of heavenly and celestiall.’ This 
jiass.ige is intiirosting for the illustration it furnishes of Spenser’s popularity. It is 
also highly interesting, if the poems themselves be read in thi‘ liglit of it, as sliowing 
the sensitive purity of the jKiet’s nature. It is difficult to couet>ivf"how tliose ‘former 
h;y inns’ should in any moral rc'-jieet need amending. The inoralisiii); and corrective 
piirjxiso ivitli which the two latter were written perhaps diminished their poetical 
beauty ; but the tliemcs tli<‘y celebrate are such as Spenser could not but t*ver descant 
upon with deliglit; they W(‘re sueli as were entirely congqjnal to liis spirit. He here 
set forth certain special teachings of his great nia'^ter Plato, and abandoned himself 
to the high spiritual contemplations he loved. But perhaps the finest of these four 
hymns is tlie second — that in honour of Beauty. Beauty uas indeed the one worship 
of Spenser’s life — not mere material beauty — not ‘the* goodly hew of white and red 
with which the eheekes are sjirinkled,’ or ‘the suecte ro'^y leaves so fairly spred upon 
the lips,’ or ‘ lliat golden u}rc,’ or ‘those sparckling stars so bright,’ but that inner 
spiritual beauty, of winch fair hair and bright eyes arc but external expressions. 

S(j L'Afiy sjui’iL, as it is ino^t pun* 

And tiiith in 14 the more of heavenly light, 

Mo it the fairer hiKhe doth procuiv 

To habit in, and it more family (light ^ 

"NVith ehearfull* gniiv and amialile sight ; 

Tor of tho sonic tlwi Ixulie foniu* doth take, 

Fur bouJu is forme and doth thu bodic moke. 

• 

This hymn is one high refined rapture. 

Before the close of tlic year 159G iSpeiiser wrote and published the ProthaJamion 
OP ' A spobsall verse made in honour of tho double marriage of tho two honourable 
and vertuous ladios, tho ladie Elizabeth, and tho ladie Katheriue Somerset, daughters 
to the right honourable the Earle of Worcester, and ospoused to the two worthio* 
gentlemen, M. Henry Gilford and M. William Peter Esqnyers.’ It was composed 
after tile return of Essex from Spain, for he is introduced in the poem as then re- 
Biding at his house in the Strand. It is a poem full of grace and beauty, and of 
luatchless melodiousness. 
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This is the last complete poem Spenser wrote. No doubt he entertained the idea 
of completing his Fa&rie ^Mene ; and perhaps it was after 1696 that he composed 
the two additional cantos, which are all, so far as is known, that he actually wrote. 
But the last poem completed and published in his lifetime was the Prothalamion. 

This second visit to England at last came to an end. It was probably .ip 1597 that 
he returned opce iaore to^ilcolman. In the following year he was recommended by 
her Majesty for Sheriff of Cork. But his residence in Ireland was now to be rudely 
terminated. 

The Irish&y had, ever since the suppression of Desmond’s rebellion in ISSi, been 
but waiting for another opportunity to rise, that suppression not having brought 
pacification in its train. In the autumn of 1598 broke out another of these fearful 
insurrections, of which the history of English rule in Ireland is mainly composed. 

In the September of that year Spenser was at the zeCith of his prosperity. In that 
month arrived the letter recommending hie appointment to be Sheriff of Cork. It 
seems legitimate to connect this mark of ro3'al favour with the fact that at the begin- 
ning of the preceding month Lord Biirghley had deceased. The great obstructor of 
the Queen’s bounty was removed, and Spenser might hope that now, at last, the hour 
of his prosperity was come. So far as is known, his domestic life was serene and 
happy. The joys of the husband had been crowned with those of the father. Two 
sons, as may be gathered from the names given to them — they were christened Sylvanus 
and Peregrine — had been by this time born to him ; according to Sir William Betbam, 
who drew up a pedigree of Spenser’s family, another son and a daughter had been 
born between the birth of Sylvanus and that of Peregrine. Then he was at this time 
the recognised prince of living poets. The early autumn of 1598 saw him in the 
culminating enjoyment of all these happinesses. 

In October the insurgents burst roughly in upon his peace. No doubt his occupation 
of the old castle of Desmond bad ever been regarded with fierce jealousy While he 
had dreamed his dreams and sung his songs lu the valley, there had been curses mut- 
tered against him from the hills around. A' last the day of vengeance came. The 
outraged natives rushed down upon Kilcolmuu ;^the poet and his family barely made 
their escape ; his home was plundered and buru^. According to Ben Jonson, in the 
conversation with Drummond, quoted above, not all his family escaped ; one little 
child, new born, perished in the flames. But, indeed, the fearfulness of this event 
needs no exaggeration. In profound distress Spenser arrived once more in London, 
bearing a despatch from Sir Thomas Norreya, President of Munster, to the Secretary 
of State, and of course himself full of direct and precise information as to the Irish 
tumult, having also drawn up an address to the Queen on the subject. Probably, 
the hardships and horrors he had undergone completely prostrated him. On January 
*l6, 1599, ho died in Westminster. As to the exact place, a manuscript note found 
by Brand, the well-known antiquary, on the title-page of a copy of the second edition 
of the Faerie Queenet though not of indisputable value, may probably enough be 
accepted, and it names King Street. Ben Jonson says, * he died for lack of bread ; ’ 
but this must certainly be an exaggeration. No doubt he returned to England 
‘ inops ’ - in a state of poverty—as Camden says ; but it is impossible to believe that 
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he died of etarvation. His friend Essex and man/ another were ready to minister 
to his necessities if he* needed tlieir ministiy. Jonson’s story is that he ‘refused 
twenty piecps sent him by my lord Essex, and said Ifli was sure ho had no time tn 
spend them.' This story, if it is anything more than a mere vulgar rumour, so far as it 
shows anything, shows that he was in no such very extreme need of succour. Had his 
destitution ‘been so complete, he would have accepted the pieces ftir ^is family, even 
though * he had no time to spend them himself.’ It must oe remembered that he was 
still in receipt of a pension from the crowh; a pension of no very considerable 
amoiqit^ perhaps, but still large enough to satisfy the pangs of hunger, diut numerous 
passages might be quoted to show that he died in somewhat straitened circumstances. 

It was said, some thirty-four years after Spenser's death, that in his hurried flight 
from Ireland the remaining six books of ^he Faerie Quecnc were lost. But it is very 
unlikely that those books we^ ever completed.* Perhaps some fragments of them 
may have perished in the flames at Kilcolman — certainly only two cantos have reached 
us. These were first printed in 1611, when the first six books were republished. 
The general testimony of his contemporaries is that his song was broken off in the 
midst. Says Browne in his Britannia's Pastorals (Book ii. s. 1): — 

* But ere he ended lu.s melodious song, 

An host of autfcls flew tlie clouds umoiig, 

And nipt tins swan from lus attentive mutes 
To moke him ouc of their associates ^ 

In heaven's fairc choir. 

One S. A. Cokain writes : — 

If, honour’d Colin, thou hadst lived so long 
As to have finished thy fairy song, 

Not only mine hut all tongues would confess. 

Thou hadst exeeeded oh! Mmonidcs. 

He was buried near Chaucer — by his own wish, it is said — in Westminster Abbey, 

‘ poetis funus ducentibus,’ with poets following him to the grave — bearing tlio pall, as 
wo might say — tlic Earl of Esse^ fumisliing the funeral expenses, according to 
Camden. It would si'oni from a passage in Browne’s Britannia's Pastorals ‘ that the 
Quooii oi-dcrod a nionunieut to be erected over him, but that the mwiuy w'as otherwise 
qipropriatod by one of her agents.’ The present monument, restored in 1778, was 
erected by Anne. Counto.ss of Dorset, in 1620. 

His widow married again before 1603, as we learn from a petition presented to the 
Lord Chancellor of Ireland in that year, in which Sylvanus sues to recover from her 
and her hpsband Koger Seckerstone certain documents relating to the paternal estate. 
She was again a widow in 1606. Till a very recent time there wero descendante of 
Spenser living in the south of Ireland. * • 

* No doubt he iutquded to complete his work. See book vi. canto v. at. 2 : 

* When time sliali be to tell the eame ; ' 

but this time never was. 
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THE FAERIE QVEENE. 

DISPOSED INTO TWELUE BOOKS, 

FASHION I NO 


XII. MORALE VERTUES, 



TO 

, THR MOST HIGH, MIGHTIK, AND MAQNimCENT 

KMPKESSK, 

UENOWMED FOR PIRTIK, VEUTVE, AND AFL GltATlOVS GOVLUNMKNT, 

ELIZABETH, 

UY THE GRACE OV GOD, 

4((utnc of (Engbnli, ^^mbncc, unb ^rtlanb, anb of 
^efenbobr of tfje i((. 

HER HOST HVHBLB SERVAVNT 

EDMVND SPENSER, 

DOTH, IN' ALL HVHIUTIE, 

DEDICATE, PRESENT, AND CONSECRATE 

THESE ms L^.BOVUS, 

I TO LIVE WITH THE ETEHNITIK OF HER FAME.* 


* In the first edition of I-IOO the Dedication was na follou’s : — To the most Mi;;htlc and 
Magnificent Empresse Elizabeth, by the Grace of God Qvecne of England, France and Ireland 
DefcQdar of the Faith Ac 


Her most humble Sernant ; 



. A LETTEE OF THE AUTHOES, 

• • 

wxpouvnma iirs wiiolk intention in tiik coimsic ok this wtHticK* which, for 
THAT it <HVKTH ORBAT HUJHT TO ^-IIB KKAUKK, KOIt TIIK liITTLU 
Ujj1>RnSTANl>INU 18 JIBKKUMTO ANNEXED. 0 

• TO THE BIGHT NOHEE AND VA1.GBOU8 

SIR WALTER .RALEIGH, Knight, 

LORD WARDKIN OF THE aiUNNERYKS, AND HER MAIliSTIKS lAEFETKNAUNT OF THE 
COUNTY OF COKNKWAYLK. 


S/r, know biff how'douhlfuUy all Attegarifs may ■ 
/>«• vonstnied. and this bookv of mine^ which I 
have entiiuletl the Faery Queene, being a con- 
tinued Allegory f or darktjconceit^ 1 haue thought 
good, as well for avoyding of gealowt ojnniana and 
mm-onatruciionSi as also for your better light lu 
reading thereof {being so by you commanded.t 
to discover unto you the general intention and 
meaning^ which in the wholecourse thereof I have 
fashionedy withimt expressing of any ptirticidar 
purjHtseSy or by accidents, therein occasioned. 
The generall end therefore of all the boohe is to 
fashion a gentleman or noble person in vertuous 
and gentle discipline: Which for that I conceived 
shuiilde be most plausible and pleasing, being 
coloured with an historicall fiction, the which the 
most pait if men delight to read, rather for 
variety of mailer then for profile of the ensample, 
I chose the history e if King A'rthute, as most 
fitte for the exceUency of his person, hein^made 
famous by mtiity mens former worhes, and also 
furthest from the dawnger of envy, and stagntion 
of present time. In which I have folhiiced all 
the antique Poets historicall; first tlomere, who 
in the Persons if Agamemnon and Ulysses hath 
ensampled a go^governour anil a vertiums man, 
the one in his llias, the other m his Odysseis: 
then Virgil, whose like intention was to doe in 
the perstm qf Aeneas ; after him Ariosto com- 
prised them both in his Oi lundo . and lately 
Tasso dissevered them againc, and formed Imth 
parts tn ixvo persons, namely that part which 
thep in PhUosofdiy call Ethice, nr vertues of a 
ftrivate man, coloured in his Riiuililo ; the other 
nanied^ Patitiee in his Godfredo. Jiy ensample 
tf which exceUe^e Poets, J labour topourtraict 
in Arihure, before he was king, the image if a 
brave knight, perfected in the tivelve private 
fnoraU vertues, as Aristotle hath devised; the 


which is the purpose of these first tice^ve bookes: 
which if I finile to he well accepted, 1 may he 
' perhaps eiworaged to frame the other iiart of 
' polliticke vertues in hts person, after that hee 
' came to be kitm. 

! To some, 1 know, this Meihode will seeme 
'• dbqoleasauut, which had rather hare good disei- 
' pline delivered^ piainly in way of precepts, or 
1 semioned at large, as they use, then thus chnvdily 
j enwrapjied in Allegoricall devises. But such, 

' me seeme, should be satisfide with the use of 
these dayes, seeing all things accounted by their 
' showes, and nothing esteemed of, that is not 
' delightfuU and pleasing to commune sence. For 
' tills cause is Xenophon preferred before Plato, 
\for that the one, tn the exquisite depth of his 
\ judgement, formed a Commune welth, such as it 
I shindd he ; but the other in the person of Cyrus, 

I and the Persians, fashioned a governement, such 
, as might best be : So much more profitable and 
' gratious is doctrine by ensample, then by rule. 

; So haue J laboured tom doe in the person of 
j Arthure : whome 1 corweh'e, after his long edu- 
I ration by Tinum, to whom he teas by Merlin 
deliver^l to be brought up, so soone as he was 
borne if the Lady iyrayne, to have scene in a 
dream or vision the Faeiy Queen, uith whose 
excellent beauty ravished, he awaking resolved 
to seeke her out ; and so being by Merlin armed, 
and by Timtm throughly instructed, he went to 
j seeke her forth in Faerye land. In that Faeqg 
I Queens 1 nieane glory in my generall intention, 

■ but in my particular 1 conceive the most excellent 
and glorious person of our saver aine the Queene, 
and her kuigiloine in Faery land. And yet, in 
some places els. I doe otherwise shathnv her. For 
eonsiderinq she heareih two persons, the one of a 
most royitll Queene or Empresse. the other of a 
I most vertuous and beaut^tt Lady, Ms laUsr 
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part in aoine places I tloe expressc in Belplutltey 
fcuhianing her name according to your ousne ex- 
cettent conceipt of Cynthia^ {Phoebe Und Cynthia 
being both names of Diana.) So in die persun 
of Prince Arthure I sette forOi magmjicence tn 
particular; which vertue,for that {according to 
ArisUale and the rest) i. is the perfection if all 
the resty and contemeth in it theh ally therefore 
in the whole course I mention die deedes if 
Ardiure applyable to that veriue, which I write 
if tn that bo^. ‘ But of die xii. other vertueSy 
I make xil. other knights die patrones, for the 
more variety of the hi^iry: Of which these diree 
bookes contayn three. 

The first if die knight of the Redcrosscy in 
whome I expresse Hdynes : The seconde of Sir 
Guyon, in whome I sette forth Temperaunce : 
The third of Briiomartis, a Lady Knight, in 
whome 1 picture Chastity. But, because the 
beginning of the whole worke seemeth abrupte, 
and as depending upon ddier aatecedoASy it needs 
that ye know the occasion of these three knights 
seueraU adventures. For die Methode of a Poet 
historical is not such, tu of an Historiiigrapher. 
For an Historiographer discourseth of itffayres 
orderly as they were donne, accounting as well 
die times as the actions ; but d Poet thrusteth 
into die middest, even where it most concerncth 
him, and there recoursing to the diingesforejiaste, 
and divining of thinges to come, m^eth a pleas- 
ing Analysis of all. 

The beginning therefore of my history, if it 
uvre to be told by an Historiographer should be 
die twelfth booke, which is the last ; where I devise 
that the Faery Queene kept her Annuall feaste 
XU. dayes; nppon which xii. several! dayes, the 
occasions of the xii, severall adventures hapned, 
which, being undertaken by xii. severall knights, 
are in these xii. books severally handled and 
discoursed. The first was this. In die begin- 
ning of the feast, there / resented him sclfe a tall 
ehwnishe younge man, who falling before the 
Queene of Furies desired a boone {as die manner 
then unu) which during that feast she might not 
refuse ; which was that hee might have the at- 
chievement of any adventure, which during diat 
feaste shauU happen : that being graunted, he 
rested him on the floore, unfitte dirough his rus- 
tic^ for a better place, Soane after entred a 
fg^re Lodge in mounting weedes, riding on a 
white Asse, with a dmtafe behind her leading a 
warlike steed, that bare the Armes of a knight, 
mid his speare in the dwarf n hand. Shee, fall- 
ing before die Queene of Faeries, complayned 
diat her father a^ mother, an ancient King and 
Queene, h^ bene by an huge dragon tnany years 
diut up in a hruH-n Castle, who dience sirred 
diem not to yssew ; and dierefore besought the 


Ftury Queene to assygne her same one of her 
hnights to titie on him diat exployt. Presently 
that clownish person, upstarting, desired dust 
adventure: whereatihe^ Queene much wondering, 
and die Lady much gainesaying, yet he earnestly 
importuned his desire. In die end the Lady told 
him, that unlesse that armour whidi shk brought, 
would serve him {diat is, the armour of a Chris- 
tian num ipecified by Saint Paul, vi. Ephesi) 
that he could mt succeed in that enterprise; which 
being fordiwifh put tpon him, wi*h etewe furni- 
tures diereunto, he seemed the aoodliest man in 
al that company, and was well Imedofthe Lady. 
And eftesoones taking on him kni^diood, and 
mMntii^ on ihatstraunge Courser, he wentfordi 
with her on diat adventure: where hegiiinedi die 
first booke, viz^ 

A gentle knujht was pricking on theplayne. Ac. 

The second day ther came in a Palmer, bear- 
ing an Infant with bloody hands, whose Parents 
he complained to have bene slayn by an Enchaunt- 
eresse called Acrasia ; and dierfore craved of 
the Faery Queetw, to appoint him some knight 
toperforme that adventure ; which being assigned 
to Sir Guyon, he presentiy went forth widi dud 
same Palmer: which is the beginning if die 
second booke, and die whole subject thereif! The 
diird flay there came in a tiroome, who com- 
plained Infore the Faery Quevne, that a vile 
Enchaunter, called Busirane, had in haml a 
mostfaire Lady, catted Amoretta, whom he kept 
in most grievous torment, because she would 7iut 
yield him die pleasure of her botlu. Whereupon 
Sir ScuduTnour, the Utver of that IjUfiy,pre- 
sendy tooke on him dial adventure. But being 
vnable to performe it by reason of the hard En- 
chauntinents, after long sorrow, in the end met 
widi BuUomartis, who succoured him, and res- 
kewed his hue. 

But by occasion hereof many other adventures 
are intermedled; but radier as Accidents then 
intendments: As the love oj Britemart, die over- 
throw of Marmell, the misery of Fhriinell, die 
vertuousiies if Belphidie, the lasciviousnes of 
Hellenora, and many die like. 

Thus much. Sir, I have briefly overronne to 
direct your understanding to the wel-Jiead of the 
History; that from thence gadierii^ die whole, 
intention of die nmeeit, ye may as in a hancttvll 
gripe al the discourse, which otherwise may hap- 
pily weme tedious and confused. So, humbly 
craving the continuance of your honorable favour 
towards me, and df etemaU establishment of 
your happines, I humbly take leave. 

28, lamtary 1589, 
Yours most humbly affectionate, 

Ed. Spenser, 



VERSES ADDRESSED TO THE AUTHOR, 


Mk thought I anw the grave where Lnnra lay, 
WUhin that Temple where the vcatall flame 
Was wont to burnc ; and passing by that way 
To sec that buried dust of living fame, * 

\Vboae tumbe faire love, and foir^ vertue kept. 

All suddcinly I saw the Faery Queenc : 

At whose approeh the sonic of Petrarke wept, 

And from thenceforth those graces were not scene ; 
For they this Qneene attended, in whose steed 
Oblivion laid him downe on Lauras herse. 

Hcreat the hardest stones were scene to bleed, 

And grouea of bnrlcd ghettca the hevens did perse : 
Where Homers spright did tnunble all forgricfe. 
And curst th' accesse of that celestiall theife. 

Another of the same. 


A Vision upon this concept of the I Thy lovely Rosolindescemcs now forlornr, 

And all thy gentle flockos f<irf|ottrii qnight ; 

Thy chaunged hart now holrics thy pypes in sconio. 
Those prety pypes that did thy inatcs delight ; 
Those trnaty mates, that loved thee so well ; 

; W horn thou gav*st mirth, as they gave thee the bell. 

Yet, as thou earst with thy awoete ronndelayes 
Didst stirre to glee our laddes in homely bowers ; 
So moughtst thou now in these refyned layes 
Delight the daintlc eares of higher powers : 

And so mought they, in their deepe skannlng skill, 
Alow and grace our Collyns flowing quyll. 

And folre befall that Faery Qneene of thine, 

In whose faire eyes love linckt with vertue sittes : 
Enfnsing, by those bewties fyers devynu, 

Such high coi^eites into thy hnmble wittes, 

As raised hath poore pastors oaten reedes 
The pray'w of meaner w*its this worke like profit ' From rustick tunes, to chaunt horoique deodes. 
brings, [sings. | 

As doth the Cuckoes song delight when Phllimicna 1®° thy ReOerostekniffM with happy hand 

If thou Imat formed right true vcrtucs face herein, I ^Victonons be in that faire Hands right, 

Vertue her selfo can best discernc to whom they , ^ich thou dost vaylc in Tyiie of Faery land, 

written bin. [divine field, that Atbiou liight : [foes, 

If thou hast beauty praysd, let her solo lookes i 


Judge if ought therein be amis, and mend it by 
her cine. 

If Chustitie want ought, or Tcmperaunce her dew. 
Behold her Princely mind aright, and HB^ite thy 
Queene anew. 


Yet still with people, peace, and plcntie flowes. 


But (jolly shepheard) though with pleasing style 
Thou feast the humour of the Courtly trayne. 
Let not conceipt thy setled sence begnile, 
nr ui, ^ L 1 Ne daunted be through envy or disdaine. 

f • • From whence thy Muse, and oil the world, takes 


Above the reach of all that live, or such as wrote 
And thereby will excuse and favour thy good will ; 
Whose vertue can not be exprest, but by on Angels 
quill. 

Of me no lines are lov'd, nor letters are of price. 
Of all which speak onr English tongue, but those 
of t£y de^ce. 

W. H. 

To the learned Shepeheard. 

Oollyn, 1 see, by thy -new taken taske. 

Some sacred fury hath enricht thy brayues. 

That leades thy muse in haughty verse to maske. 


Hobykulu 

• 

Fayre Tbamis streame, that from Ludds stately 
towne 

Runst paying tribute to the Ocean seas, 

Let all tny Hymphes and Syrens of renowne 
Be silent, w'hyle this Biyttane Orpheus playes. 
Here thy sweet bankes there lives that saeftd 
crowne. 

Whose hand strowes Palme and never-dying bayes : 
Let all at once, with thy soft murmuring sowne, 
Present her with this worthy Poets prayes ; 


And loath the layes that longs to lowly swaynes ; . For he hath taught hye drifts in shepeherdes weedes. 
That lifts thy notes from Shepheardes imto kinges : j And deepe conceites now singes in Faerte* deedes. 
Bo like the lively Lorko that mounting singes. 1 B. S. 
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Grave Mnacs, march in triumph and with prayscs ; What though his taskc csxoccd a liuiiiaiiiu witt. 

Our Goddesse here hath given you leave to land ; He Is excus'd, slth Sidvcy thought it fltt. 

And blddes this rare dispenser of yoyr graces W. L. 

Bow downe his brow unto her sacred hand. 


Descrte Andes dew In that most princely doome. 

In whose 8V*eete brest arc all the Muses bredde : 

Bo did that great Augustus erst in Boome 
With leaves of fam^adotne his Poets hedde. 

Fatre be the guerdon of .voiir Faerit Queene, 

Bven of the fairest that the world hath seeiic ! • 

H. B. 

When stout Achilfcs heard of Helens r.'ipe. 

And what revenge the States of Gi-ecce devisd. 
Thinking by sleight the fat<ill warres to scn)K‘, 

In ivomans wc^les him selfc he then disguisile ; 
But this dcfi'i<« Ulysses soone did sp 3 '. 

And brought him forth tlie chaunce of warro to try. 

When Spencer saw the fame was spredd so large. 
Through Faery land, of their renowned Queene, 
Loth that his Muse should take so great a charge. 
As in such haughty matter to be seene. 

To seeme a shcpchcard then he made his choice ; 
But Sydney heard him sing, and knew his voioc. 

And ns Ulysses brought fairc Thetis sonne 
From his retyred life to menage armes, 

So Silencer was by Sidney’s spcacHes wonne 
To blaze her fame, not fearing future harmes ; 

For well he knew, liis Muse a ould soone be tyred 
In her high praise, that all the world admired. 

Yet as Achilles, in those warlike frayes. 

Did win the palme from all the Grecian Pceres, 

Bo Bpenser now, to his inunortall prayse, 

Hath wonne the Laurell quite from all his fenib. 


To looke upon a workc of rare devise 
The which a workman setteth out to Vlcav, 

And not to yield it the deserved prise 
That iinto such a workmanship is dew. 

Doth either prove the judgement to lie naught. 
Or els doth shew a uiind with en <ry frai^iy<. 

To labour to commend a peecc of wiiko. 

Which no man goes about to dlsconiinend. 

Would raise a jealous doubt, that there did Juiku 
.Some secret doubt whereto the prn> se did lend ; 

I For when ineil know the goodnci; of tlie wj uc, 
j 'Tis necdicsse for the lioast to hqvc a sygne. 

' Thus fclien, to shew mv jndgemeht to be siirh 
; As can disceme of colours blackc and w'hitc, 

: As alls to free my inindc from envies inch, 

I That never gives to any man his right, 
i I here pronounce this workmanship is such 
i As that no pen can set it forth too much. 

I And thus 1 hang a garland at the dorc ; 

I Not for to shew the gondiicss of the ware ; 

, Blit such hath bcene the customc heretofore, 

And cnstomcH very hoi'dly broken are ; 

I And w'hen your last shall tell yon this is trew, 
j Then looke you give your boost his utmost dew. 




VERSES 


A1>1>ltK8SKD, UY TIIK AUTllOIt OF TUK FAKIilR QUKFMR, TO VAItlOUS NOBtEMEN, &a 

• 

To the Right honuitraJtU Sir Chruitopher lo the Eight Honourable the l^rle of Oxem 
Hatton, Lwd high Chauncelor of England , • ford, Jjord high Chamberlagne of Eng^ 
4'c. ' ‘ j land, 4*c. 

Those prudent heads, that with theirc counsels Receive, most Noble Lord, in gentle gree, 
wise The unripe fruit of an unready wit ; 

Whyloin the pillours of tir earth didsus^ine, Which by thy countenaunce doth crave to 

And taught ambitious Rome to tyrannise bee 

And in the neck of all the world to raync , Defended from foule Envies poisnous bit. 

Oft from those grave affaires were wont ab-', Which so to do%may thee right well befit, 
staine, I Sith th’ anticiue glory of thine auncestry 

With the sweet Lady Muses for to play : Under a shady vele is therein writ, 

So Ennius the elder Africanc, I And eke thine owne long living memory, 

So Maro oft <lid Caesars cares allay, [sway ! Succeeding them in true nobility : 

Sfi you, great Ltmi, that Avith your counsell And also for the love w'hich thou doest lieare 
The burdeine of this kingdom mightily, To th’ Heliconian ymps, and they to thee ; 

With like delightcs sometimes may eke delay They unto thee, and thou to them, most 
The rugged broAV of carefull Policy , dearc : 

And to these ydle rymes lend litle space, Deare as thou art unto thy selfe, so love 
Which for their titles sake may find more grace. That loves and honours thee, as doth behove. 

To the inosi hofiourablc and excellent Lq^ the 
Earle of Essex. Great Maisicr of the ^ To the right honournUe the Earle of North- 
Horse to her Hiqhnesse, and knight of \ umher\p.nd. 

the ^oble order of the Garter, ^'c. ■ sacred Muses have made alwaics clame 

Magnifickc Lord, whose vertues excellent, i To be the Nourscs of nobility, 

Doe merit a most famous P<iets witt | And dtegistres of everlasting fame. 

To be thy living praises instniment, > To all that armes professc and chevaliy. 

Yet doe not sdeigue to let thy name be Avritt Then, bv like right the noble Progeny, 

In this base Poeme, for thee far' unfitt : i Which them sueceed in fame and worth, are 

Nought fs thy worth disparaged thereby ; 1 tyde 

But when my Muse, whose fathers, nothing T’ embrace the service of sweete Poetry,' 
fiitt. By whose endcA'ours they are glorifide ; • 

Doe yet but flagg, and lowly leame to fly, ' And eke from all, of whom it is envide, 

With bolder wing diall dare alofle to sty { To patronize the authour of their praise, 

To the last pralws of this Faery Queene ; | Which gives them life, that els would soone 

Then shall it make more famous memory j haA'e dide, 

Of thine Hcroicke parts, such as they beene : And crownes their ashes Avith immortallbaies. 

Till then, A'ouchsafe thy noble countenaunce ; To thee, therefore, right noble Lord, 1 send 
To these first labtnirs needed fnrtheraunce. iThis present of my paines, it to defend. 
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vehses addemssed ey the author 


To the right Honourahle the*Earlc of 
Ormond and Ossor^. 

Receive, most noble Lord, a simple taste 
Of the W'ilde fruit 'which salvage soyl hath 
bred; [waste. 

Which, being through long wars left almostj 
With brutishrbarbhrisine i^ overspredd : 

And, in so faire a land as may be redd. 

Not one Parnassus iior one Hclicono, • 

Left for sweete Muses to be harboured, 

But where 'ny ®clfe hast thy brave man 
sionc : 

There, in deede, dwel faire Graces many one, 
And gentle Nymphes, delights of learned 
And in thy person, without paragonc, [wits; 

All goodly liountie and true honour sits. 

Such, therefore, as that wasted soyl doth yield, 

Receive, dear Lord, in worth, the fruit of bar- 
ren field. 

To the right honourahle the Lord Ch. Howard, 


And roughly wrought in an unlearned Loome: 
Thewhi^vouchsaic, dear Lord, your favorable 
dooms. 

To the right noble and vahrom knight. 
Sir Walter Raleigh, Lord. Warddn of thl 
Stannerges, and litftenaunt of KJornewaile. 

To thee, that art the sommers Nightingale, 
Thy soverainc Goddesses most dcarc delight, 
Why doc 1 scnjl this rustic'cc Madrigalc, 
That ma}' thy tuiicfull eare uii8caf>oii (piitcV 
Thou oncly fit this Argument to write. 

In whose high thoughts Ple.isure hath hiiilt 
her bowre, 

'' And dainty love Icarnd sweetly to endite. 

My rimes 4 know unsavory and sowre. 

To tast the streames that, like agoldcn showre, 
Flow from thy fruilfull hetad, of thy love’s 
praise ; . • * 

Fitter, perhaps, to thouder Martiall stowre, 
When so thee list thy lofty M use to raise ; 
Ijord Idgh Admired of England, knight ©/"[Yet, till that thou thyPocme wilt make kiiowne, 
the noble order of the Garter, and one of.l.ait thy faire Cinthias iwaiscs be thus rudely 
her Majesties prime Counsel, ^‘c. I showne. 


And ye, brave Lord, whose goodly persimage 
An*d noble deeds, each otlifer garnishing, 
lake you cnsample to the present age 
Of th' old Heroes, whose famous ofspring 
The antique Poets wont so much to sing; 

In this same Pageauut have a worthy place, 
Sith those huge castles of Castilian King, 
That vainly threatned kingdomes to displace, 
Like flying doves ye did before you chacc ; 
And that proud people, woxeii insolent 
Through many victories, didst first deface : 
Thy praises everlasting monument 
Is in this verse engraven semblably. 

That it may live to all posterity. 

To the most renowwed and valiant Ijtrd, the 
Ijord Chreg of Wilton, hnight of the Nolde 
order of the Garter, ^c. 

Most Noble Lord, the pillor of m^ lifc, 

And Patrone of my Muses pupillage ; 
Through whose large bountic, poured on me 
In the first season of my feeble age, [ rife 

I now doe live, bound yours by vassalage ; 
Sith nothing ever mav redeeme, nor reave 
Out of your cndlesse debt, so sure a gage, 
Vouchsafe in worth this small guift to re- 
coavc. 

Which in your noble hands for pledge I leave 
Cii all the rust that I am tyde t' account : 
Rude rymes, the which a rustick Muse did 
we'ave 

In savadge soyle, far from Parnasso Mount, 


Th the right honourahle the Lord Burleigh, 
Lord, high Threasurcr of England. 

To you, right noble Lord, whose carefiill brest 
To menage of most grave affaires is bout ; 
And on whose mighlic shoulders most doth 
rest 

Theburdein of this kingdomes goveruement. 
As the M'idc compassc of the firmament 
On Atlas mighty slioirlders is upstayd. 
Unfitly 1 these ydlc rimes present. 

The labor of lost time, and wit uiistayd: 
Yet if their deeper scneebcinly way<l, 

An8 the dim vele, with which "from com- 
mune vcw 

Their fairer parts arc hid, aside be layd, 
Perhaps nut vaine they may appeare to you. 
Such as they be, vouchsafe them to recoave. 
And wipe their faults out of your censure grave. 

ILs s« 

To the right honourahle the Earle of Cum^ 
herland. 

Redoubted Lord, in whose corageous mind 
The flowre of chevalry, now bloosming faire, 
Doth promise fruitc worthy the noble kind 
Which of their praises have left you the 
haire; 

To you this humble present I prepare. 

For love of x'ertiie and of Martiall praise; 
To which though nobly ye inclined are. 

As goodlic well ye shew’d in late assaioi, 




TO SEVERAL ATOBLEAfEAT, ETC. 


Yet brave ensamplc of long passed dales, That are the great Mecteiias of this age, 

In which trew honor ycomay fashioiKHl see, As wel to u that civil artes professe, 

-To like desire of honor may ye raise, As those thjt are inspir’d with Martial rage, 

And fill your mind with ma^nanimitce. And craves protection of her feeblenessc : 
Receive it. Lord, therefore, as it was ment, Which if ye yield, perhaps ye may her raysc 

j^or honor of your name and liigh descent. In bigger tunes to sound your living praysc. 

, L. S. K. S» 


To the right, hoiionrahle the Jjord of IJuns- 
don, high Chamherlaine to her Majesty. 

Renowyaqil Tx>rd, that, for y%ur worthinesse 
And noble deeds, have your deserved place 
Hig^ in the favour of that Empercssc, 

The worlds sole glory and her sexes grace : ' 

Here eke of right have you a worthie place, • 
Both lor your nearnes to tliat Faerie Queene 
And for your owne high incriMn like cacc : 
Of which, appi^raunt proofe was to be scene, 

When that tumultuous rage and fearfull deene 
Of NortherAe rebels ye did pacify, 

And their disloiall powre defaced dene, 

The record of enduring memory. 

Live, Lord, for ever in tlus lasting verse, 

Tliat all posteritie thy honor may reherse. 

K. S. 

Jb the right honourahic the Lord of JiticJc- 
hurst, one of her Majesties jtrivic Counsell. 

In vain I thinke, right honourable Lord, 

^ By this rude rime to memorize thy name, 
Whose learned Muse hath writ her owne re- 
cord 

In golden verso, worthy immortal fame: 

Thou inucii more fit (were leasurc to the same) 
Thy gracious Soverains praises to compile, 
And her impcriall Majestie to frame 
In loftie numbers and heroicke stile. 

But, sith thou inaist not so, give leave ^while 
To baser ivit his power therein to spend, 
Whose grosse defaults thy daiiitie pen may 
And unadvised oversights amend. * f tile, 
But evermore vouchsafe it to maiiitaine 
Against vile Zoilus backbitings vaine. 

To the right honourable Sir Fr. Walsingham, 
knight, principall Secretary to her Ma- 
jesty, aiyi one of her honourable privy 
Counsell, 

That'Mantuane Poetes incompared spirit, 
Whose girland now is set in highest place, 
Had not Mecuenas,. for his worthy merit. 


To the right noble Lord an^ most valiaunt 
Saptainc, Sir John Norris, knight, Lord 
president of Mounster. ^ 

Who ever gave more honourable prize 
T(»thesweet Muse then did the Martiall crew. 
That their brave deeds she might immortalize 
In her shril tromp, and sound their praises 
dew V 

Who then ought more to favour her then yon, 
Moste noble Lord, the honor of this age^ 

I And Precedent of all that armes ensue ? 
Whose warlike prowesse and manly courage, 
Tcinpred with mison and advizement sage, 
Hath fild sad Belgickc with victorious spoilc; 
In Franncc and Ireland left a famous gage ; 
And lately shakt the Lusitanian soilc. [ fame, 
Sith, then, each where thou hast dispredd thy 
Love him that hath eternized a our name. 

• ‘ E. S. 

To the right honourable and most veriuous 
Lady the Couniesse qf Penbroke. 

Remembraiince of that most Heroicke spirit. 
The bevens pride, the glory of our dates, 
Which now triumpheth, thnnigli immorlall 
merit 

Of his brave vertiies, crowmd with lasting 
Of hcvenlie blis and everlasting praies ; [ baies 
Who first my Muse did lift out of the flore. 
To sing his sweet delights in lowlie laies *, 
Bids me, most noble Lady, to adore 
His goodly image, li\dng evermore 
In the divine resemblatince of your face; 
AVhich with your vertucs ye embellish more, 
And native beauty deck with hevenlio 
grace : 

For bis, and for your owne especial sake. 
Vouchsafe from him this token in good w'orth 
to take. 

E. S. 

To the most vertmus and beautfuU Lad^ 
the Lady Carew. 


It first advaunst to great Augustus grace, Ne may I, without blot of endlease blame. 
Might long perhaps have lien in silence bace, You, fairest Lady, leave out of this place ; 


Ne bene so much admir’d of later [trace, 

This lowlv Muse, that learns like steps to 
Flies for like aide unto your Patronage 


But with reinembraunce of your gracious 

[gmee 

Wherewith that courtly garlond most ye 


to l^El^SES addef<;sed BV the AUTBOB. 


And deck the world, adorne thcseivcrscs base. i 
Not that these few lines can in them com- 
prise 

Those i^lorious ornaments of* hevenly grace, 
Wherewith ye triumph over feeble eyes, 

And in subdued harts do tyranyae ; 

For thereunto doth need a gohlen quill. 

And silver l^ve^ them rightly to devise; 1 
Hut to make numble preseiit of good m ill : 
Which, whenas timely meanes it purchase may, > 
In ampler wise it selie will forth distdav " 1 

#. f:.s. 1 

1 

To all the graiious and beaut if nil Ladies in 
the Court. I 

The Chian I'einclor. ^\brn he vas reqnirdc j 
To pourlraiot Venus in licr perlcct hew, ] 


To make his worke more absolute jdesird 
Of all the fairest Maides to have the vew. 
Much more me needs, to draw the semblant 
trow 

Of beauties Qneenc, the worlds sole wonder- 
ment. 

To sharpe my scnce wdth sundry beauties vew’, 
And steale from each some part of urnameiit. 
If all the w'orld to seeke 1 r.venvent, 

A fairer erew' yet no w'hc -c could I sec 
Then that brave court (oth to mine eic 
present, * r t[to bee. 

That the worlds pride seemes galhensl there 
Of each a part I stole by euining tlifftc: 
Foi^ive it me, fairc Dames, silh lesse ye havo 
nut lefte. 


K S 
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rONTAYNlNG TIIL LI'X.KNIi OF TllK KMGfIT OF THK UFO CllOSSE, <»Ji OF IIOI.INES8K. 


III 


1.0 ! I. tlic nian‘w1i(isc‘ Muse Avhylomc didi 
innsko, ■ • | 

As time her taught, in lowly Shephards w ceds, 
Am now enforst, a farre uiilitter taske, 

For trum])cta sierne to chauiigc mine Oaten 
reeds, 

And shig of Knights and Ladies gentle deeds ; 
Whose praises having slept in silence long, 

Me, all too mcaiic, the sacred Muse arceds 
To blazon broade emongst her learned throng: 
Fierce w'arres and faiihiid loves shall moralize' 
my song. 


And thou, most dreaded nnpe of highest 
•love. 

Faire Tonus sonne, that with thy eniell dart 
At that good knight so cunningly didst rove. 
That glorious fire it kindled in his hart ; 

Lay now thy dcailly lieben bowe apart, 

And with thy mother myldc come to mine 
ayde; ’ [Mart, 

Come, both ; and ^'ith you bring triumphant 
In loves and gentle jollities arraid, f allayd. 
After his murdrous spoyles and bloudie rage 


II I 

llelpe then, O holy virgin ! chiefc of nync, | 
'I'll y weaker Novice to ficrloruie thy will ; 

Lay forth out of thine overlasting scryne 
'rii'e antique rolles, which there lye hidden still, 
Of Faerie knights, and fayrest Tanaqiiill, 
Whom that most noble Briton Prince so long ! 
bought through the w’orld, and suffered so 
much ill, • 

Tliat I must rue his undeserved wTong : 

O, hcl|if> thou mv weuke w’it, and sharpenin' 
dull tong ! I 


And with them eke. O Goddesse heavenly 
Mirr(»urof grace and Majestic divine, ( bright! 
Great Ladic of the greatest Isle, whose light 
Like Pheebus lampc throughout the w^orld doth 
shine. 

Shed thy faire beames into my feeble eyne, 
And raise my thoughtos, too humble and too 
vile. 

To thinke of that true glorious type of thine. 
The argument of mine afflicted stile : 

The which to hcare vouchsafe, O dearest dread, 
a-while ! 


CANTO I. • 


The I’atrone of true llolmcssc 
Foule Brrour dotti defeiitc : 
llypocriHie, him to entnippe, 
Doth to his iiome eutreute. 


I 


1 


A OERTLE Kuight was pricking on the 
plainc, 

Tcladd in mightie armea and silver shieldc, 
Vherein old dints of deepe woundes ^d rc- 
. maine, 

Che cmell markes of many’ a bloody tielde ; 


Yet armes till that time did he never wield. 
His angry steede did cliidc liis foming bitt, 

As much disdayning to the curbe to yield : 
Full jolly knight he seemd, and faire did sitt. 
As one for knightly giusts and fierce encounters 
fitt. 
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II • 

And on his brest a bloodic Crosse he bore, 
The deare remembrance of hv dying Lord, 

For whose sweete sake that glorious badge he 
And dead, as living, ever him ador’d : [wore,| 
Upon his shield the like was also scor’d, 

For Bovcraine hoj^ which in his helpc he hadJ 
Kight faithful! true he wa8,in deede and word, 
Ilut of hischcero did seeme too holemno sad; 
Yet nothing did he dread, but ever was )'drad. 

• HI 


VII 

Enforst to seeke some covert nigh at hand, 

A shadie grove not fair away they spidc. 

That promist ayde the tempest to withstand ; 
Whose loftie trees, yclad with sommers pride. 
Did spred so broqd, that heavens light did hide. 
Not perceable with power of any.starr : 

And all within were pathei and allcics wide, 
With footing wome, and leading inwanl farr. 
Faire harbour that them seems, so in they 
entred a|^ 

VlIJ ' ' 


Upon a great adventure he was bond, 

Tliat greatest Gloriana to him gave, 

(That greatest Glorious Qiieenc of Faery londl 
To winne him worshippe, and her grace to have, 
Which of all earthly thinge-^ he most did crave : 
And ever as ho rode his hart did eame 
To prove his puissance in battell brave 
Upon his foe, and hia new force to Icanic, 
Upon his foe, a Dragon horrible and stcame. 

IV 

A lovely Ladie rode him faire beside. 

Upon a lowly Asse more white then snow, 

Yet she much whiter; but the same did hide 
Under a vele, that wimplq|l was full low; 

And over all a blackc stole shec did llirow : 
As one that inly mournd, so was she sad, 

And heavie sate ujion her pallrey slow ; 
Seemed in heart some hidden care she had. 
And bv her, in a line, a inilkevdiitc lambc she 
‘lad. 

V 

So pure and innocent, ns that same lambe. 
She was in life and every vertiious lore ; 

And by descent from Koyall lynage came 
Of ancient Kinges and Quecncs, that had of 
yore 

Their scepters stretcht from East to Westeme 
shore, « 

And all the world in their subjection held ; 
Till that infemall feend with foule uprore 
Furwasted all their land, and them^expeld ; 
Whom to avenge she had this Knight from far 
compeld. 

VI 

behind her fane away a Dwarfc did lag. 
That lasie seemd, in being ever last. 

Or wearied w'ith bearing of her bag 
Of needments at his backe. Thus as they past, 
The day with cloudes was suddeine overcast, 
And angry Jove an hideous storme of raine 
Did poure into his Lemans lap so fast. 

That everie wight to shrowd it did constrain ; 
And this faire couple eke to shroud themselves 
were fain. 


And foorth they passe, with pleasure forward 
led. 

Joying to hearc the birdos sweete harmony, 
Whicb, therein shrouded from the tempest dred, 
Seemd in Itieir song to scorac the cruell sky. 
Much can they praise the ^cs so straight and 

The saying Pine ; the Oedar’ proud and tall ; 
The vine-propp Elme ; the Poplar never dry , 
I'he builder Oake, sole king of forrests all ; 
The Aspinc good, for staves; the Cypresse 
funerall ; 


IX 


The Ijaurell, meed of mightie Conquerours 
And Poets sage ; the Firre that wreepeth still : 
The Willow, wome of forlornc Paramours; 
The Hugh, obedient to the benders w'ill ; 

The Birch for .shaftes ; the Sallow' for the mill ; 
The Mirrhc sw'ecte-blccding in l he bitter w'oiind; 
The warlike Beech ; the Ash for nothing ill ; 
The fruitfull Olive ; and the Platane round ; 
The carver Holme ; the Maple sceldom inwa^ 
sound. 


X 

Led with delight, they thus beguile the way. 
Untill the blustriug storme is overblowne ; 
Wl»en, w'eening to returne whence they did 
Btra.v, [ showne. 

They cannot finde that patli, which first was 
But w'ander too and fro in waies unknowne. 
Furthest from end then, when they neerest 
weene, [ owne ; 

That makes them doubt their wits be not their 
So many pathes, so many turnings seene. 
That which of them to take in diverse doubt 
they been. . 

XI 

At last resolving forward still to fare, 

Till that some end they finde, or in or out, 
’That path they take that beaten seemd most 
And like to lead the labyrinth about ; [bare, 
Which when by tract they hunted had through- 

At length it brought them to a holh»w'e cave 
Amid the thickest woods. The Champion stout 
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Kftsoonus dismounted from his cours(>r brave, 
j^d to the Dwarfe a while his needlesse spere 
he gave. 

XII 


Ay wont in de^rt darknes to remainc, 

Where plain none might her see, nor she sec 
any plain^ 

XVII 


‘ Be well aware,* quoth then that Ladie milde, 

< Least suddaiue mischiefe ye too rash provoke : 
The danger hid, the place unknowne and wilde, 
Breedes dreadfull doubts. Oft lire is without 
smoke, 

And perill without show : therefore your stroke, 
Sir KnighL with-hold, till further tryall made.’ 
' Ah L^i^'^ayd he) ‘ shame* were to revoke 
Tlic forward footing for an hidden shade : 
Yertue gives her sdfe light through darknesse 
for to wade.’ 

XIII 


Which when the valiant Elfc perceiv’d, he lept 
As Lyon fierce upon the flying prav. 

And with his trenchand bhul^ her boldly kept 
From turning backe and forced >«r te stay : 
'fherewith enrag'd she loudly gan to bray, 
And tidrniug fierce her speckled taile ad vaunst, 
Threatning her angrie sting, him |p dismay; 
Who, nought aghast, his mightie hand eii' 
haiinst : f der glaunst. 

The stioke down from her head unto her shoul- 

• XVII I 


< Yea but’ (quoth she) ‘ the perill of>this ])lace 
1 better wot then yqu : though nowe too late 
To wish you backe returne with foulc disgrace, 
Y ct wisedomc watnes, whilest foot is in the gate. 
To stay the steppe, ere forced to rctrate. 

This is the wandring wood, this Errours den, 

A monster vile, whom God 4 pd man does hate : 
Therefore 1 read beware.’ ‘Fly, fly!’ (quoth then 
The fcarefull Dwarfe) ‘ this is noplace for living 
men.’ 

XIV 

But, full of fire and greedy hardiment, 

The youthfull Kiiiglit could not for ought tic 
But forth unto the darksom hole he went,[ staide; 
And looked in : his glistring armor made 
A litlc gliHiming light, much like a shade ; 

By which he saw the ugly monster plaine, 
llalfe like a servient horribly displaide. 

But th’other halfe did womans shape retaine, 
Most lothsom, filthie, foule, and full of vile 
disdaine. 

XV 

And, as she lay upon the durtie ground, • 
Her huge long taile her den all overspred, 

Yet was in knots and many boughtes upwound. 
Pointed with mortall sting. ' Of her there bred 
A thousand A'ong ones, which she dayly fed. 
Sucking upon her {loisnous dugs ; each one 
Of sundrie shapes, yet all ill-favored : 

Sounc as that uncouth light upon them shone, 
Into her mouth they crept, and suddain all were 
gone. • 

XVI 

i'heir dam upstart out of her den effraide. 
And rushed forth, hurling her hideous taile ! 
About her cursed head t whose folds displaid 
W ere stretcht now forth at length without en- 
traUe. 

. She lookt about, and seeing one in mayle, 
i point, sought backe to tumc agaiiic ; 

s iight she hated as the deadly bale, 


£Iuch daunted with that dint her seiice was 
dazd ; 

Yet kindling rage her selfe she gathered round. 
And all attonce her beastl}' bodie raizd 
With doubled forces high above the ground : 
Thu, wrapping up her Avrethed sterne aroAvnd, 
Lept fierce upon his shield, and her huge traine 
All suddenly about his body wound, 

That hand or foot to stirr he strove in vaine. 
God helpe the man so w'rapt in Errours end- 
lesse traine ! ^ 

^xix 

His Lady, sad to see his sore constraint, 
Glide out, ‘Noav, now, Sir knight, shew w'hat 
ye bee; 

Add faith unto your force, and be not faint ; 
Strangle her, els she sure will strangle thee.’ 
That Avlien he heard, in great perplexitie, 

His gall did grate for griefeand high disdaine; 
And, knitting all his forces gut one hand free, 
Wherewith he grypt her gorge with so great 
paine, [constraine. 

That soone to loose her wicked bands did her 


XX 

Therewith she spewd out oPher filthie maw 
A floud of poyson horrible and blacke. 

Full of great lumps of flesh and gobbets raw, 
W^hich stianck so vildly, that it ibrst him 
slacke [backe. 

His grasping hold, and from her turne him 
Her vomit full of Iwokes and papers was. 

With loathly firogs and toadcs, which eyes did 
lackc. 

And creeping sought way in the weedy gras : 
Her filthie parbreake all the place defiled has. 

XXI 

As when old father Nilus gins to swell 
With timely pride above the Aegyptian vale 
His fattie waves doe fertile slime outwell, 
{And overflow each plaine and lowly dale : 
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But, when his later spring gins Co avalc, 

Huge hcapcs of mudd he leaves, whoriii there 
breed • 

Ten thousand kindes of creatures, partly male 
And partly femall, of his fruitful seed ; 
iSuch ugly monstrous shapes clswher may no 
man reed. • 

• 

XXII 

The same so sore annoyed has the knight, 
Tliat, wclnitjrh choked with the deadly <itinkc, 
His forces iSile, ne can no lenger fight : 
Wliose corage when the feciid jierceivd ti» 
shrill ke, 

She ])oiired forth out of her hellish sinke 
Her Iruitfull cursed spaAvne of serpents smalf. 
Deformed monsters, fowlo, and blacke as iiike, 
AVliieh swarming all about his logs did erall, 
And him eneoiiibred sore, but could not hurt 
at all. 


will 

As gentle* sheplioiird in sweete eventide, 
When ruddv I'hebus gins to wclke in wosU 
High on an liill, his llockc to vewen wide, 
Markes which doe byte their hasty sapper 
best ; 

A cloud of cumbrous gnattes doe him molest, , 
All striving to intixe their feeble stinges, j 
That from their iioyance he no where can rest ; j 
But with his clownish hands their tender wings 
He bruslicth oft, and oft doth mar their mur- 
muriugs. 


xxiv 

Thus ill bestedd, and fearefull more of shame 
Then of the certeine pcrill he .stood ir* 

Hulfc furious unto his foe he came, 

Besolvd in miiidc all suddenly to win. 

Or soone to lose, before he once would lin ; 
And stroke at her with more then manly force, 
That from her body, full of filthie sin. 

He raft her hatefull hcade ^lithoiit remorse. 
A stream c of cole-black blood forth gushed 
from her corse. 

XXV 


XXVI 

lliat detestable sight him much amazdr. 

To sec th’ unkindly Impe.H, of heaven accurst, 
Devoure their dam ; on whom while so he gazd, 
Having all satislide their bloiidy thurst. 

Their bellies swedne hesaw with fulncsse burst, 
And bowels gushing forth : w*ell wfirthy end 
Of such asdrunke her life the w hich Hiem nurst ! 
Now ncedetli him no lenger labour spend. 

His foes have slaine tliemsclvts. with whom he 
should c0ntend. 

XX VII 

His Lady, seeing all that chuimstfrom farre, 
Approclil in hast to greet hisvicterie ; | starre, 
And snide, ‘ Fairc knight, borne under happie 
Who see. y%ur vanquisht foes before you lye. 
Well worthie be you of that Armory, 

Wherein ye have great glory_wonne this day, 
And proov’d your strength on a strong eniniie. 
Your first adventure : many such I pray, 
jVnd henceforth ever wMsh that like succeeil it 
may ! ’ 

XXVIK 

Then mounted he upon his Steede againe, 
Ami witli the Lady backward sought to wend. 
That path he ke|it which beaten W'as most 
Xe ever would 1o any byway bend, [plaine, 
But still did follow one unto the end. 

The which at last out of the wood them brought. 
So for^vard on ids way (wdth God to frendl 
He passed forth, and new adventure sought : 
Long way he travelled before he heard of 
ought. 

XXIX 

At I'jngth they chaunst to meet upon the w’ay 
An aged Sire, in long blacke weedcs yclad, * 
Hiifeete all bare, his beard all hoarie gray. 
And by his belt his booke he hanging had : 
Sober he seemde, and very sagely .sad. 

Anil to the ground his eyes were* lowly bout, 
Simjile in shew, and voide of malice bad ; 

And all the way he prayed as he went, 

And often kneiekt his brest, as one that did 
repent. 

x\\ 


Her scattered brood, soone as their Parent 
dearc 

They saw' so rudely falling to the ground, 
Groning full deadly, all with troublous fearc 
Gathred themselves about her body roimd, 
Weeuinjf their wonted entrance to have found | 
At her w'idcmoiith ; but being there withstood. 
They Hocked all about her bleeding wound. 
And sucked up their dying mothers bloud, 
Making her death their life, and eke her hurt 
their gfiod. 


He faire the knight saluted, loyting low. 
Who faire him quited, as tliat courteous was ; 
And after asked him, if he did know 
Of straunge adventures, which abroad did jias. 
‘ Ah! iny dear sonne,’ (quoth he) ‘ howshouldj 

Silly old man, that lives in hidden cell. 
Bidding his beades all day for his trespas, 
Tydings of warre and worldly trouble tell? 
With holy father sits not with such thinges to 
mell. 
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‘ But if of daiingcr, whicli iiereby doth dwell, 
And homebredd evil ye deiiirc to hearc, 

Of a straunge man I can you tidings tell, 
Thatwasteth all this coiiutrie,furre and nenre.* 

* Of such,’ (saidc he,) ‘ 1 cbietly doe inquero, 
And shall tliee well rewarde to shew the plac^ 
III which that wicked wight his dayes doth 
weare ; 

For to all knighthood it is foule disgrace, 
Tliat s^h a cursed creature lives so long a 
spice.’ 


‘ Far hence’ (quoth he) ‘ in wastfiill wilder- 
uesse • 

Ills dwelling is, by which no li^ng wight 
May ever passe, but thorough yreat distresse.' 
‘Now',’ (saide the Ladie,) ‘draweth toward 
night, . 

And well 1 w'ote, that of your later light 
Y<* all lorw'earicd be ; for w hat so strong, 

But, wanting rest, will also w.ant ol might V 
The Sunne, that measures heaven all day long 
At night doth balte his steedes the Ocean 
w'aves cinong. 

XXXIII 

‘ Then w’ith the Sunne take, Sir, your timely 
rest, 

And w'ith new day new w'orko at once begin : 
Untroubled night, they say, gives couusell 
best.’ 

‘ Bight w'ell, Sir knight, yc have advised bin, 
(^uolh then that aged man ; ‘ the way to win 
Is wisely to advise ; now day is spent: 
Therefore with me ye mav take up your In 
For this same night.’ I'lie kniglit was well 
content ; J^went. 

So with that godly father to his home they 

XXXIV 

A lit.le lowly Hermitage it was, 

Dow'ne in a dale, hard by a forests side. 

Far from resort of people that did pas 
In traveill to and froe : a litle wrj'de 
There was an holy chappcll edilyde, 

Wherein the TIermite dew'ly w'ont to say 
His holy thinges each mome and event yde: 
Thereby a chnstall streame did gently play. 
Which from a sacred founlaiue welled forth 
alway. 

XXXV 

Arrived there, the litle house they fill, 

Ne looko for outertaincmeiit where none was; 
h’est is their feast, and all thinges at their w'ill : 
The noblest mind the best contentment has. 


With faire 'discourse the evening so they pas ; 
For that oldc man of pleasing wordes had storev 
And well coidd file his tongue as smooth as 
glas: 

He Udd of Saintes and Popes, and evermore 
He strowd an Ave-Mary after and before. 

XXXVI % 

T^^e drouping night thus creepeth on them 
fast; 

And the sad humor loading tlu^ eyeliddes. 

As messenger of Morpheus, on them cast 
Sweet slom bring deaw, the which to sleep 
them biddes. 

Unto their lodgings then his giiestes he riddes : 
Where when all drownd in deadly sleepc he 
findes, 

Tie to his studic goes ; and there amiddes 
His mngick bookes and artes of sundric kindes, 
He seekes out mighty charmes to trouble sleepy 
minds. 

XXXV II 

Then choosing out few' words most horrible, 
(Let none them read) thereof did verses frame ; 
With which, and other spelles like terrible. 

He bad awake l|[acke Plutoes griesly Dame; 
And cursed heveii ; and spake rcprocnfiil shame 
Of highest God, the Lord of life and light : 

A bold bad man, that dar’d to call by name 
Great Gorgon, prince of darknes and dead 
night ; f flight. 

At which Cocji;us quakes, and Styx is put to 


And forth he cald out of deepe darknes dredd 
Ij(‘gions of Sprights. the w'hich, like litle fiyes 
Fluttring about his ever-damned hedd, 

Awoite whereto their service he applyes. 

To aide his friendes, or fray his enimics. 

Of those he chose out tw^i, the falsest twoo, 
And fittest for to forge true-seeming lyes : 
'The one of I hem he gave a message too, [ doo. 
'riic other bv him selfe staido, other worke to 


He, making speedy way through spersed ayre, 
And through the world of waters wide and 
deepe, 

'Po lilorpheus house doth hastily repaire. ^ 
Amid the bow'cls of the earth full steepe, 

And low, where dawning day doth never peepe, 
His dwelling is ; there Tethys his wet bed 
Doth ever wash, and Cynthia still doth steepe 
In silver dcaw' his cn er-drouping hed, 

Whiles sad Night over him her mantle black 
doth spred. 
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XL r 

Whose double gates he findcth locked fast, 
The one faire fram’d of bumishtA'vory, 

The other all with silver overcast; 

And wakeful dog^ before them farre doc lye, 
Watching to banish Care their enimv, 

Who oft IS wont to tjouble gentle Sleepc. 

By them the Sprite uoth passe in quietly, 
And unto Morpheus comes, whom drowneddec|ie 
In druwsie. fit he findes : of nothing he takes 
keepe. 

^ XLI 

And more to lullc him in his slumber soft. 

A trickling streame from high rock tumbling 
dovme, 

And ever-drizling mine upon the loft, [sowne 
Mixt with a murmuring winde, much like the 
Of swarming Bees, did cast him in a swowne. 
No other iioyse, nor peoples troublous cryes, 
As still are wont t’annoy the walled towne. 
Might there be heard ; but carelcssc Quiet lyes 
Wrant in etemall silence farre from cnimyes. 

XLlI 

The Messenger approching to him spake; 
But his waste wordes retournd to him in vaine : 
So sound he slept, tliat nou^t mought him 
awake. [ paine. 

Then rudely he him thrust, and pusht with 
Whereat he gan to stretch ; but he againc 
Shooke him so hard, that forced him to speake. 
As one then in a dreame, whose dryer braine 
Is tost w'itli troubled sights and fancies w'eake, 
He mumbled soft, but would not all his silence 
breake. 


XLIII 

The Sprite then gan more laildly him to wake. 
And threatned unto him the dreaded name 
Of Hecate : whereat he gan to quake. 

And, lifting up his loppish head, with blame 
Halfe angne asked him, for what he came. 

‘ Hether’ (qouth he,) ‘me Archimago sent, 

He that the stubborne Sprites can wisely tame. 
He bids thee to him send for his intenL [sent.' 
A fit false dreame, that can delude the sleepera 

XLIV 

The God obayde ; and, calling forth straight 
, way 

A diverse Dreame out of his prison darke. 
Delivered it to him, and downe did lay 
His heavie head, devoide of careful carke; 
Whose senccB all were straight benumbd and 
Starke. 

He, backe returning by the Yvorie dore. 
Remounted up as light as chearefuU Larkc ; 


And on his litle winges the dreame he bore 
In host unto his Lo^, where he him left afore. 

XLV 

Who all this while, with chormes and hidden 
Had made a Lady of that other Spright, [ artes, 
And fram’d of liquid ayre her tender partes. 
So lively and so like in all mens smht. 

That weaker sence it could have laviwt quight: 
The maker seUe, for all his wondrous writt. 
Was nigh beguiled with so goodly si^t. 

Her all in white he clad, and over it^^ 

Cast a black stole, most like to seeme fol* Una 
tit. 

r XLVI 

Now, when ^at ydlc dreame was to him 
Unto that Elfin knight he bad him fly, [brought. 
Where he slept soundly void of evil thought. 
And with false shewes abusp his fantasy, 

In sort as he him schooled privily : 

And that new creature, borne without her dew. 
Full of the makers guyle, with usage sly 
He taught to imitate that Ladv trew. 

Whose semblance she did carrie under feigned 
hew. 


XLVII 

Thus, well instructed, to their worke they 
haoite ; 

And, comming where the knight in slomber lay. 
The one upon his hardie head him plaste, 
And made him dreame of loves and lustfull play, 
That High his manly hart did melt away. 
Bathed in wanton blLs and wicked Joy. 

Then seemed him his Lady by him lay. 

And to him playnd, how that false winged lioy 
Her chaste hart hod siibdcwd to leame Dame 
Pleasures toy. 

XLVII I 

And 'she her selfe, of bcautie soveraigne 
Queene, 

Fayre Venus, seemde unto his bed to bring 
Her. whom he, waking, evermore did weene 
To bee the chastest flowre that aye did spring 
[On earthly braunch, the daughter of a king. 
Now a loose Leman to vile service bound ; 
And ckc the Graces seemed all to ^ng, 

I Hymen In Hymen ! dauncing all around ; 
Whylst freshest Flora her with Yvic girlond 
crownd: 

XLIX 

In this great passion of unwonted lust. 

Or wonted feare of doing ought amis. 

He starteth up, as seeming to mistrust 
Some secret ill, or hidden foe of his. 
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Lo ! there before his face his Jjidie is, 

Under blacke stole byding her bayted hooke ; 
And as halfe blushing oiftred nim to kis, 

With gentle blandishment and lovely Inokc, 
Most like that virgin true which for her 
knight him took. 

All cleanc dismayd to sec so uncouth sight, 
And hsdf enraged at her shamclcsse guise, 
lie thought have slainc her in his tierce dcs- 
pight; 

But hostie heat teinpring with sufl^erance wise. 
He stayde his hand ; and gan himsclfe advise 
To prove iiis sense, and tempt her laigiied truth. 
Wringing her hands, inwemenspitteous wise, 
Tho can she weepe, to stirre up grade rutli 
Both for her noble blood, and for*her tender 
youth. 

i.i 

And sayd, ‘ Ah Sir, my liege Lord, and my 
Shall I accuse the hidden criiell fate, | love, 
And mightic causes wrought in heaven above. 
Or the blind God that doth me thus amatc, 
For hoped love to winne me certaine hate ? 
Yet thus perforce he bids me do, or die. 

Die is my dew ; yet rew my wretched state. 
You, w’liora my hard aveng’ing destinie 
Hath made judge of my life or death indif* 
ferently. 

1.11 

‘ Your ow'ne deare sake forst me at first to leave 
My fathers kingdom Tliere she stopt with 
teares ; 

Her swollen hart her speech seemd to bereave. 
And then againebcgoiine; * My weaker y cares, 
Captiv’d to fortune and frayle worldly’ fearcs, 
Fly to your fayth for succour and sure ayde : 
liCt me not die in languor and long teares.’ 

‘ Why, Dame,’ (quoth he,) ‘ what hath yc^hus 
dismayd ? 

AVhat frames ye, that were wont to comfort me 
afirayd V’ 


, LIIl 

Ijoveof your sclfc,’ she saide,* and deare con- 
straint, 

lucts me not sle^c, butwaste the wcaric night 
111 secret anguish and unpittied plaint. 

Whiles you in carclcsse slccpe are drowned 
quight.’ 

Her doubtful! words mad! that redoubted 
knight • 

Suspqpt her truth : yet since no* untruth he 
knew. 

Her fawning love with foule disduipefull spight 
He would not shend ; but said, ' Deare tlanic, 
I rew, Lyt>“ grew. 

That for my sake unknownc such griefc unto 

• 

l-IV 

' Assure your sclfc, it fell not all to ground ; 
For all so dearc as life is tft my hart, 

I deeme your love, and hold me to you bound: 
ji^e let vainc fcares procure your needlesse 
smart. 

Where cause is none ; but to your rest depart.’ 
Xot all content, yet seemd she to appease 
Her mournefull plaintcs, beguiled of her art. 
And fed with words that could not chose but 
please : [ease. 

So, slyding softl)’*forth, slie timid as to her 

i.v 

Long after lay he musing at her mood. 

Much griev’d to thinke that gentle Dame so 
light, 

For w'huse defence he was to shed his blood. 
At last, dull weannes of former tight 
Having yrockt asleepe his irkesome spright. 
That troublous dreaine gan freshly tosse his 
I broine 

; With bowres, and beds, and ladies deare de- 
light : 

But, nhen he saw' his labour all was vaine, 
Witli that misfonned spriglit he backereturnd 
; againe. 


CANTO II. 

The giulefnll great Snchatinter ports 
The Bedcrosse Kmght from Truth : 
Into whose slcnd fuire fiilshood steps. 
And workes him woeful! ruth. 


I 

^ this the Northerne wagoner had set 
His sevenfold teme behind the stedfast starre 
^ That was in Ocean waves yet never wet, 

Put firm^ is fixt, and aep 4 «th light irom Cure 


To al tliat in the wide deepe wandring aire; 
And chearefull Chaunticlerewith his note shrUl 
Had warned once, that Phoebus fiery carre 
In hast was climbing up the Easterae hill, [ till : 
Full enviops that night so long his lootpe di<I 
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When those accursed messengers of hell, 
That feigning dreame, and that faire-forgod 
Spright, ' 

Came to their wicked maister, and gan tcl 
Their bootelesse paines, and ill succeeding 
night: 

Who, all in rage toQee his skilUill might 
Deluded so, gaA threaten hellish painc. 

And sail Proserpincs wrath, them to alfric^t : 
But, when he saw his threatning was but vaiiic, 
He cast abou^ and searcht his baleful bakes 
againe. 

III 

EfbMones he tooke that miscreated faire, 
And that false other Spright, on whom he spred 
A seeming body of the siibtiie aire. 

Like a young Squire, in loves and lusty-hed 
His wanton daics that ever loosely led, 
Without regard of amies and dreaded light : 
Those twoo he tooke, and in a secri'le lH‘d, 
Covered with darkoncs and misdeeming night. 
Them both together laid to joy in vaine delight. 

IV 

Forthwith he runnes with feigned faithfnll 
Unto hisguc8t,who, after troublous sights [hast 
And dreames, gan now to take mure sound 
refiast ; 

Whom suddenly Ir* wakes with fearful frights, 
As one aghast with feends or damned sprights. 
And to him cals; * Bisc, rise! unhappy Swaine, 
That here wex old in sleepe, whiles wicked 
wights [ chaine : 

Have knit themselves in Venus shameful 
Gome, see where your false Lady doth her 
honor staine.’ 


Then up he rose, and clad him hastily : 

ITie dwarfe him Igought his steed; so both 
away do fly. 

VII 

Now wdieu the rosy flngrcd Morning faire, 
Weary of aged Titjiones saflFron bed, 

Had spred her |)iirple robe through deawy aire, 
And the higli hils Titan dise<*veren. 

The ntyaJl virgin shooke oft' drousy-hed ; 

And, rising forth out of her baser bowre, 
Lookt for her kniglit, who far away was fled, 
And for lier dwarfe, tliat wont to wrffPeaeh 

howi e : f woeful stowre. 

Then gan she wail and weepc to see that 

• VllI 

And after hrn she rode, with so much speede 
Asherslowebeastcould make; but all in vaine. 
For him so far had home his light-foot steede, 
I*ricked with wrath and liery fierce disdaine. 
That him to follow was but fruitlessc paine: 
Yet she her wear\ limbcs would never rest; 
But every hil and dale, each wood and plairie, 
Did search, sore grieved in her gentle brest, 
He so ungently left her, whome she loved best. 

IX 

But suhtill Archimago, when his guests 
lie saw divided into double parts. 

And Una wandring in woods and fbrrests, 

Th’ end of his drift, he praisd his divelish arts, 
That had such might over true meaning harts' 
Yet rests not so, but other meanes doth make, 
How he may workc unto her further smarts ; 
Fur her he hated as the hissing snake, | take. 
And in her many troubles did most pleasure 


V 

All in ama/e he suddenly up start 
Witii sword in hand, and wi t h th e old man went ; 
Who soone him brought into a secret part, 
AVhere that false couple were full closely ment 
In wanton lust and lend enbracement 
Which when he saw, he burnt with geakuisfirc; 
The eie of reason was with rage yblen*. 

And would have slaine them in his furious ire. 
But hardly A\as restreined of that aged sire. 

VI 

Uetouming to his bed in torment great, 

^nd bitter anguish of his guilty sight. 

He could not rest ; hut did his stout heart eat. 
And wast his inward gall with deepc desjiight, 
Yrkesome of life, and too long lingring night. 
At last faire Hesperus in highest skie 
Had spent his lampe, and brought forth 
dawning light. 


X 

Pli tl^n devisde himsclfe how to disguise ; 
For by his mighty science he could take 
As many formes and shapes m seeming wise, 
As ever Proteus to himseli'e could make : 
Sometime a fowle, sumetiinc a fish in lake, 
Now like a fo\e, now like a dragon fell; 

That of himsclfe lie ofto for feare would quake, 
And oft would flic away. O! Avho can I ell 
The hidden powre, of*hcrbcs, and might ot 
Magick spcl ? , 

XI 

But now seemde best the ])ersnn to put on 
Of that good knight, his late beguiled guest : 
In mighty annes he was vclad anon. 

And silver shield; upon his coward brest 
A bloody crosse, and on his craven crest 
A boiinch of heares discolourd diversly. 

Full Jolly knight be seemde, and wel ^drest; 
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And when he sate upon his courser free. 

Saint Gcoige himselfe ye would have deemed 
him to be. 

XII 

But he, the knight whose scmblaunt he did 
bcaro, 

The true Saint ‘George, was wandrcd far away, 
Still hying from his thoughts andgcalous fearc : 
Will was his ^ide, and griefe led him astray. 
At last him chaiinst to mcete upon the way 
A faithlejE^ Sorazin, all ormdb to point, 

In whose great shield was writ with letters gay 
Satut fotf ; full large of limbe and every joint* 
He was, and cared not for God or man a point. 

xiii « 

ITee hod a faire companion of his way, 

A goodly Ijidy clad in scarlot re^ 

Purfled with goln .aad pearle of rich assay ; 
And like a Persian mitre on her hed 
Shee wore, with crowns and owches garnished, 
The which her lavish loven to her gave. 

Her wanton palfVey all was overspred 
With tinsell trappings, woven like a wave, 
Whose bridle rung with golden bels and bosses 
brave. 

XIV 

With faire disport, and courting dalliaunce, 
She intertainde her lover all the way ; 

But, when she saw the knight his speare ad> 
vaunce, 

She Boono left off her mirth and wanton play, 
And bad her knight addressc him to the fray, 
His foe was nigh at hand. lie, pricktc with 
pride 

And hope to winnehis Ladies hearte that day, 
Forth siiurred fast : adowne his coursers side 
The red bloud trickling staind the way, he 
did ride, 

XV 

The knight of the Kcdcrosse, vrhen him he 
Spurring so hote w'th rage dispiteous, f spide 
Gan faircly couch his speare, and towards ride. 
Soone mcete they both, both fell and furious, 
1 liat, daunted w'ith theyr forces hideous, 

Their steeds doe stagger, and amazed stand ; 
And eke themselves, too rudely rigorous, 
Astonied vrith the stroke of their owne hand. 
Doc backe rebutte, and ech to other yealdeth 
land. 

XVI 

M when two rams^ stird with ambitious pride, 
i ight for the rule of the rich fleeced flocae. 
Their homed fronts so fierce on either side 
Doe meete, that, with the terror of the G^ocke, 


Astonieil, both stand scncelessc as a blocke, 
Forgetfull of the hanging victoiy : 

So stood these^waino, unmoved as a rocke. 

Both staring iicree, and holding idcly 
The broken reliques of their former cruelty. 

XVII ^ 

The Sarazin, sore daunted with the bufTc, 
Snatcheth his sword, and fiercely. to him flies; 
Whifw'cll itwanls, and qiiyteth cuff with eufl'; 
Kach others ccmall puissauhee envies, 
jAiul through their iron sides wifn cniell spica 
Does seeke to perce ; repining courage yields 
No foote to foe : the flashing lier flies, 

As fmin a forge, out of their buniiug shields; 
^nd streams of puiple bloud now die Hie ver- 
dant fields. 

XVIII 

‘ Curse on that Cross,’ (quoth then the Sarazin,) 

‘ That keepes thy bmly from the bitter fitt ! 
Dead long ygoe, I wote, thou haddest bin, 

Had not that charmc from thee forwarned itt: 
But yet I wame thee nour assured sitt, 

And hide thy head.' Therewith upon his crest 
W'ith rigor so outrageous he smitt, 

That a large share it hewd out of the rest, 

And glttuncing dmvne his shield from blame 
him fairly blest 

XIX 

Who, thereat wondrous -wroth, the sleeping 
Of native vertue gau eftsooncs revive ; [spark 
And at his haughty helmet making mark, 

So hugely stroke, that it the steele did rive, 
And cleft his head. He, tumbling downe alive, 
With bloiidy mouth his mother earth did kis, 
Greeting his grave : his grudging ghost did 
strive 

With the fraile, flesh ; at last it flitted is. 
Whither the soulcs doc fly of men that live 
amis. 

XX • 

The Tjidy, when she saw her champion fall 
Like the old ruines of a broken toivre, 

Staid nof«to waile his woefiill fiineroll, 

But from him fled away vrith all her powre ; 
Who after her as hastily gan scowre, 

Bidding the dwarfe with him to bring away 
The Sarazins shield, signe of the conqueroure. 
Her soone he ovortooke, and bad to stay ; [may. 
For present cause was none of dread her to dis- * 

XXI 

Shee turning backe, with ruefull counte- 
naunce, 

Cride, ‘ Mercy, mercy. Sir, vouchsafe to show 
On silly Dame, subject to hard mischaunce. 

And to your mighty will’ Herhumbleaselow. 

OS 
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In BO litch wcodcB, and seemin;:' frlorioiiB show. 
Did much emmove his stout heroickc heart ; 
And said, ‘Deare dame, your <.^uddein over- 
throw 

Much rueth me ; but now put fearo apart, 

And tel both who ye be, and Avho that tooke 
your part.’ ^ 

' XXM 

Meltin^r in tcarcs, then ^aiislioothuslanvpnt. 
‘ The WTetched woman, whom unha])i>y howro 
J lath now math' thrall to your commaiulemout, 
Hefore that an/^ry heavens list to lowre, 

And fortune false betraide me to thy powre. 
Was (O ! what now availeth that I was V) 
Home the sole daughter of an Empcrour, 
lie that the Avidc West under his rule has, 
And hiph hath set his throne wlic^re Tiberis 
doth pas. 

AXIII 


He in great passion al this while did dwell. 
More busying his quicke eies her face to view, 
Then liis dull eares to heare what shce did tell; 
And said, ‘ faire lady, hart of lliht would rew 
The undeserve<l woes and sorrowes, which ye 
shew. • 

XXVII ' » 

‘ Henceforth in safe assuraince may ye rest, 
Having bj>th found a new friend you to aid. 
And lost an old foe that did >ou molest; 
Better new friend ’then an old foe is^d.’ 
With chaunge of chcar the sisoming simple 
maid 

Ijot fal her cien, as shamefast, to the earth, 
And yeelding soft, in thal she nought gainsaid, 
So forth thcjj,rode. he fcining seemely merth. 
And shoe coy lookes: so dainty, they say, 
maketh dcrth. 


* He, in the first flow're of my freshest age, 
Betrothed me unto the on el}’ haire 

Of a most mighty king, most ritdi and sage : 
Was never Prince so faithfull and so fain*, 
Was never Prince so meeke and debonaire ; 
But ere my hoped day of spousall shone, 

My deares’t Lord fell from high honors staire 
Into the hands of h^'S accursed fone, 

And cruelly was slamc ; that shall I evermone. 

XXIV 

< His blessed body, spoild of lively breath. 
Was afterward, I know not how, convaid. 

And fro me hid : of whose most innocent death 
\^en tidings came to mee, unhappy maid, 

O, how great sorrow my sad soulc assaid ! 
Then forth I went his woefull corse t, find, 
And many yeares throughout the world I struid, 
A virgin widow, whose deepe wounded mind ! 
With love long time did languish, as the strikeu 
hind. 

' XXV 

^ At last it chaunced this proud Sarazin 
To meete me wandring ; who perforce me led 
WiA him away, but yet could never win 
The Fort, that Ladies’hold in soveraigue thread. 
There lies he now with foule dishonor dead, 
Who, wiiiles he livde, was called proud Sans 
foy. 

The eldest of three brethren ; all three bred 
• Of one bad sire, whose youngest is Sans joy ; 
And twixt them both was bom the bloudy bold 
Sans loy. 

XXVI 

* In this sad plight, friendlesse, unfortunate. 
Now misrrable 1. Fidessa, dwell. 

Craving of you, in pitty of my state. 

To doe none ill, if please ye not doe well.* 


XWIII 

Long time they thus together travciled ; 

Til, weary of their way, they came at last 
Where grew two goodly trees, that faire, did 
s]>red 

Their armes abroad, with gray mossc overcast ; 
And their greene leaves, trembling with every 
blast. 

Made a calmc shadowe far in compassc round : 
1'he fearefull shepheard, often there aghast, 
Under them never sat,ne wont there sound 
His mery oaten pipe, but sliund th’ unluck^v 
ground. 


But this good knight, soone as he them can 
spie. 

For the coolc shade him thither hastly got : 
For golden Pluxdius, now ymounted hie, 
Fro’o^iery wdiceles of his Vaire chariot 
Hurled lus beame so scorching cruell hot. 
That living creature mote it not abide ; 

And his new Laily it endured not. 

There they alight, in hope themselveit to nide 
From the fierce heat, and rest their weary limlis 
a tide. 


XXX 

Faire seemely pleasaunce eafh to other 
makes, 

With gooiily purposes, there as they sit ; 

And in his falsed fancy he her takes 
To be the fairest wight that lived yit ; 

Which to expresse he bends his gentle wit; 
Aiul, thinking of those braunches greene to 
A girlond for her dainty forehead fit, [ frame 
He pluckt a bough ; out of whose rifte there 
o , , r sfttne. 

Smal drops of goiy bloud, Uiat trickled down 
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ZXXI XXXVl 

Therewith a piteous yelling voice was heard, ' * Whose forged beauty he did take iii hand 
Oying, * O! spare with guilty hands to teare lAllother Dames to have exceecled farre : 

Aly tender sides in this rough rynd einbard ; !l in defence of mine did likewise staud, [slarrc. 
Jtiit fl}', ah ! fly far hence away, for feare jMine, that did then shine as the Morning 
Least to you hap that happened to me heure, |So both to batteill tierce arraunged aiTc, 

And to this wfetched Lady, my dearc love ; jin which his harder fortune was to fall 
O, too deare love, love bought with death too Under my speare: such is the •dye of wurre. 

dcare!’ jllis Lady, left as a prise murtiall, 

Astond he stood, and up his hcare did hove; jDld yield her comely person to be at my call. 
And witli.tliat suddeiii horroi could no member' 
move. 

XXXII 

At last whenas the drcadfnll ])assion 
W'as overpast, and manhood well awake, 

Vet musing at the straunge occasion, 

And doubting muchhis sciice, he fims bespako : 


xxx\ ir 

^ So doubly lovM of ladies, unlike fairo, 

Th’ one seeming such, the other such indeede, 
One day in doubt I cast for to compare 
Whether in beauties glorie did exccede: 

\ llosy girlond was the victors meede. 


WhatvoiceofdamnedGhostfroin Limbo lake,' Both seemde to win, and both seemde won to 
Or guilcfull spright wandnng in empty airc, jSo hard the discord was to be agreede. [bee. 
Itoth which irailc nien doe oftentimes mistake,' Fnelissa was as fairc as faire mote bee, 

Sends to my doubtful cares these spcaches rare,'. And ever false Ducssa seemde as faire as shce. 
And ruefull plaints, me bidding guiltlcsse 


blood to spare ?’ 

XXXIII 

Then, groning deep; ‘Nor dammut Ghostj 
(^uoth he,) 


XXXVIII 

‘The wicked witch, now seeing all this while 
. The doubtfnll ballaunce equally to snay, 

'(» tiliosVj^yjjjjl- jjy yjpKf 1,^. guile; 

Lspeake; |,y. belli science raisd streight way 


Nor guileful sprite to thee these words doA ^ ^gg^ ti,at overcast the day, 

1|ut oiicea mail, lradubio,uow atree; a dull blast, that breathing on her face 


Wretched man, wretched tree ! whose nature 
A criicll witch, her cursed will to wreake, 

1 1 ath thus transformd, and plast iii open plaincs, 
Where Boreas doth blow full bitter hleake, 
And scorching Suune doesdry my seiTct vaincs; 
For though a tree I seme, yet cold and heat 
me paines.' 

XXMV 

‘ Say on, Fraduhio. then, or man or tree,’ 


Dimmed her former beauties shining ray. 

And with foule ugly forme did her disgrace : 
Then was she fay'rc alone, when none was 
faire in iilace. 

XXMX 

‘ Then cride she out, “ Fye, fye ! deformed 
wight. 


l‘ WhosebiUTowcdbeautienow appearethplainc 

Quoth then the Knight by whose mischR;vous,.y„ ben itched all ' ■ 


Art thou misshaped thus, as now I sec ? [ arts 
He oft linds med’cinc who his griefc imparts. 
But double griefs afflict concealing harts, 

As raging dames who atriveth to suppresae.’ 
‘The author then,’ (said he) ‘of all iiiy smarts. 
Is one Duessa, a false sorccrcssc. 

That many errant knights hath broght to 
wretchcdiicssc. 

XXXV 

^ ‘ In prime of youthly yeares, when corage 
The lire of lov_e,*and joy of chevalrec, [ hott 
First kindled in my brest, it was my lott 
1 o love this gentle Lady, whome ye see 
Now not a Lady, but a Weming tree; 

V\ ith whome, as once I rode accompanyde, 
Me chaunced of a knight encountred bee, 
that had a like faire Lady by his syde; 

Lvke a faire Lady, but did fowle Duessa hyde. 


mens sight : 

O ! leave her soone, or let her soone be slaine.” 
Her loathly visage viewiiffr with disdaine, 
ICftsoones I thought her such as she me told, 
And w'ould have kild her ; but with faigned 
piline [ hold : 

The false witch did my w'rathfiill hand with- 
So left her, w'hcre she now is turnd to trecn 
mould. 

XL 

‘Thensforth I tookcDuessa for my Dame, 
And in the witch unweeting joyil long time, 
Ne ever wist but that she was the same ; 

Till on a day (that day is everie Prime, 

When Witches wont do penance for theii 
1 cimunst to see her in her pmper hew, [ crime,) 
Bathing her selfe in origane and thyme : 

A filthy foule old woman I did vew*, f row. 
That ever to have touclit her 1 did deadly 
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XLl 

‘ Her ncathcr partes missliapen, moiistrmms, 
Were hidd in water, that I cnifld not sec; 

But they did secinc more foule and hideous, 
Tiicii womans sliapc man would bclceve to bee. 
Thensforth from her most beastly compauie 
I gan refraine, in it.indu to slipp away, 

Suone as appe&rd safe opportunitie : 

For danger great, if not assurd decay, [ ^ray. 
1 saw before mine eyes, if I were knowiie to 


‘ The divelish hag by chaunges of my cheare | 
Perceiv’d my thought ; and, drownd in sleepic ! 

night, f smeartb 

With wicked herbes and oyntmeuts did bc- 
My body all, through charmes and magickc 
might^ 

That all my senses were bereaved quight : 
'I’hen brought she me into this desert waste. 
And by my wretched lovers side me pight ; 
Wlicre now, cnclosd in wooden w'als full fastc, 
Bunisht from living wights, our wcarie daics 
we waste.’ 

X'LIII 

<But how long time,’ said then the Elfin 

knij^ht, 

* Are you in this misfonned hous to dwell ?’ 

‘ We may not chaunge,’ ((|uoth he,) • this cvill 
Till we be bathed in a living well : [ plight, 


That is the terme prescribed by the spell.’ 

*0 ! how,’ sayd Ife, ‘ mote I that well out find, 
That may restore you to your wonted well ? ’ 

‘ Time and siiffised* fates to forhier kynd 
Shall us restore ; none else from hence may 
us iiiihyndt’ 

xi.iv • f 

The false 1 Inessa, now Fidcssa higlil. 

Heard liow’ in vaine Fradubio did lament, 

And knew well all w'as true. But the goofl 
Full of sad fearc andghastly drcrimqp4s[ knight. 
When all this speech the living tree hai.1 spent. 
The bleeding bough did thrust into the ground, 
That from the blood he might be innocent, 
And with fresh clay did closo the wooden 
wound: [her fownd. 

Then, turnftig to his Lady, dead with feare 


Her seeming dead he fownd w'ith feigned 
feare, 

As all unweeting of that w'ell she kneiv ; 

And paynd himsoUb with busic care io reare 
Her out ofearelesse swowne. Her eyelids blew', 
And dimmed sight, with pale and deadly hewr, 
At last she up gun lift : w’ith trembling eliearc 
Her up he tookc, (too simple and too trew) 
And oft her kist. At length, all passed feare. 
He set her on her steede, and forw'ard forth 
did bcurc. 


CANTO HI. 

Forsaken Truth lonR seckes tier love, 
And iiiut'es the Lyon nivlde ; 

Muri'es blind Devotions mart, and f.iL 
In hand df leachour \jMr. 


1 

Nought is there under heav’ns wiile hollow' 
ncsse, * 

'That moves more deare com])assion of mind. 
Then beautie brought t’un wort hie wretched- 
ne.sse »> [unkind 

'Through envies snares, or fortunes freakes 
1, whether lately through her brightnes blynd, 
'Or through alleageance, and fast fealty. 
Which 1 do ow'C unto all womankynd, 

Feele my hart perst with so great ogony, 

‘ When such I see, that all for pitty I could dy. 

II 

And now it is empassioned so deepc. 

For fairest Unacs sake, of whom I sing. 

That my frayle eies these lines with teares do 
8tee|)e, 

To thiuke how she through guyleful handeling, 


Though true as touch, though daughter of a 
king, 

Though faire as ever living wi^ht was fayre, 
Though nor in word nor deede ill meriting. 

Is from her knight divoreed in despayre. 

And her dew loves dery v’d to that vile w'itches 
shayre. 

Ilf 

Yet she, most faithfull l^adie. a^l this while 
Forsaken, wofull, solitorie mayd. 

Far from all peoples preace, as in exile, 

In wildernesse and wastfull deserts stravd, 

To seeke her knight ; who, siibtily betrayd 
Hirough that late vision which th’Enchauiiter 
wrought. 

Had her abandond. She, of nought affrayd, 
Through woods and wastnes wide him daily 
sought ; [brought. 

Yet wished tydiiiges none of him unto hef 



CANTO III.] 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


23 


IV 

One day, nigh wearic of Ihc yrket>ome way. 
From her unhastic beast she did alight ; 

And on the grasse her dainty limbs did lay 
J’j secrete shadow, far from all mens sight: 
Fn)m her fayre head her frilet she iindiglit, 
And layd hef stole aside. Her angels face, 

As the great eye of heaven, shyiied bright, 
And made a sunshine in the shady place ; 

Did never mortall eye behold such heavenly 
grace. 

. V 

It fortuned, out of the thickest wood 
A ramping Lyon rushed suddciiily, 

1 1 iiiUing full greedy after salv'age blood. ^ 
Soone as the toy all virgin he did spy. 

With gaping mouth al. her ran ffreedily. 

J'o have attouctt de\ounl her tender corse; 

But to the pmy when as he drew more ny, 

J Ijs bloody rage aswaged with remorse, [ forse. 
And, with the .sight amazd, forgat his furious 

VL 

In stead thereof he kist her weane feet, 

And lickt her lilly hands with fawning long, 
As he her wronged innocence did weet. 

O, how can bcautie maistcr tlie most strung, 
And simple truth subdue avenging wrong ! 
Whose jacldcd pryde and proud submission. 
Still dreading death, when she had marked 
Her hart gan melt in great compassion ; [ long, 
And drizling tcarcs did shed for pure alTection. 


‘ The J.yon, Lord of everie beast in field,’ 
Quoth she, ‘ his princely puis.sance doth abate, 
And mightiu proud to humble ivcake does 
yield, 

ForgetfuU of the hungry rage, which fate 
Him prick t, in ] attic of iny sad estate : 

But he, my Lyon, and iny noble Lord, . 

How docs ho find in crncll hart to hate 
Her, that him lov’d, and ever most adord 
As the (lod of my life 'i why hath he me ab- 
hord?- 

Redounding tearcs did choke th’ end of her 
plain^ 

Which softly ecchoed from the neighbour wood; 
And, sad to see her sorrowfull constraint. 

The kingly beast upon her gazing stood : 
With pittie calmd downe fell his angry mood 
At last, in close hart shutting up her payiic, 
Arose the virgin, borne of heavenly brood. 
And to her snowy Palfrey got agayne, 


The Lyon would not leave her desolate, 

Hut with heiMweui along, as a strong gard 
Of her chasL person, and a fayihfull mate 
Of her sad troubles and misfuriuncs hard : 
Still, when she slept, he kept both watch and 
ward ; • 

And, when she wakt, he waj4ed diligent, 
Wj^ih humble service to her will pretiard : 
From her fa^Te eyes he tookc commandement, 
And ever by her lookes concei^d her intent. 


l^ng she thus travelled through deserts wyde, 
By which she thought her wandriiig knight 
shold pus. 

Vet never shew of living wight cj4pydc ; 

'fill that at length she S>und the troden gras. 
In which the tract of peoples footing was. 
Under the steepe foot of a muuntaine Lore : 
The same she followes, till at last she has 
A damzcl spyde, slow footing her before. 

That on her shoulders sad a pot of water bore. 


To whom approching she to her gan call. 

To w’eet if dwclfing place were nigh at hand ; 
But the rude wench her answerd nought at all : 
She could nut hearc, nor speake, nor understand ; 
TiU, seeing by her side the Lyon stand. 

With suddeine feare her pitcher downe she 
And tied away : for never in that land [tlirew, 
Fare of fayre Lady she before did vew, f hew. 
And that dredd Lyons looke her cast in deadly 


Full fast she fled, nc ever lookt behynd, 

As if her life upon the wager lay ; 

And home she came, whereas her mother blyiid 
Sate in ctcrnall night : nought could .she say ; 
But, .suddeine catching hold, did her dismay 
With quaking hands, and other signes of feare : 
Who, full of ghastly fright aud cold affray, 
Gan shut the dore. By this arrived there 
DBme*Una, weary Dame, and eutrauce did 
requere : 

XIII 

WBich when none yielded, her unruly Page 
With his rude elawes the wicket o|)en rent. 
And let her in ; where, of his cruell rage • 
Nigh dead with feare, and faint astonishment, 
Shee found them both in darksome corner pent ; 
Where that old woman day and night did pray 
Upon her beads, devoutly |icniteiit : 

Nine hundred jPo/cr nosters every day. 


To seeke her strayed Champiuii if she might And thrise nine hundred Aves she was wont to 
attayiic. | say. 
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And to augment her pahipfull nennuiiccmoro,' Thiw, long the dore with rage and threats he 
Thrise everj” weeke in ashes shoe did sitt, | bett. 

And next her wrinkled skin rough saekccloth Yet of those fearfiill women none durst riz^ 
wore, ^ ll’he Lyon frayed tliem, him in to lett. 

And thrise three times did fast trom any bitt; He would no lenger stay him tq advize, 

But now, for fe^re Her beads she did forgett : ' But open breakes the dore in Liriourf wize, 
Whose needlesse dread for to remove away. And entring is, when that disdainfull beast, 
Faire Una framed words and coutit’nauncc^itt; Enoountring tierce, him suddeii doth surprize ; 
Which hardly doen, at length she gan them And, seizing criiell clawes on tiembling brest. 
pray, # [her may.! Under his Ijordly foot him proudljvhuth su|)- 


That in their cotage small that night she rest 


prest. 


^ , I Him booteth not resist, nor sueoiir call. 

The day is spent; and eoinmetli drowsie night, bleeding hart, is in the vengers hand ; 
When every creature shrowded is in sleepe. Who streigkt him rent in thousand peeees 
Sad Una downc her laics in weary plight, 

And at her fectc the Lyon watch doth keepc : quit,; dismembred hath : t.lic thirsty land 

In stead of rest she does lament and wecfw, pronkc up Ins life; his corse left. -on the strand, 
lor the late losse of her deare loved knight, jjjg fcarefiill Irccnds wcare out the wofull 
And sighes, and grones, and evermore docs night, 

steepe „ . , INc dare to weepe, nor seeine to understand 

nigfit ; The heavie hap which on them is alight ; 

All night she thinks too long, and often lookes Affraid least to themselves the like mishappcn 

I might. 

XVI . ' 


Now when Aldeboran was mounted hyc 
Above the shinie Cassiopeias chaire. 

And all in deadly sleepe did drowned lye 
One knocked at the dore, and m would Vare : 
He knocked fast, and often curst, and aware, 
That ready cntrauncc was not at his call ; 
For on his backc a heavy load he bare 


Now when broad day the world discovered 
Up Una rose, u]) rose ihc lyon eke ; [has, 
And on their former journey forward pas, 

In waics uuknowne, her wandring knight to 
scckc, 

With paiiics far passing that long >v.mdririg 

rw That tor his love refused ileitve. Ftireeke, 

Whiph hi^bnd imt nt niMfl prim 'null Were tllC labours of thi'* Lailv mcckc, 

Which he had got abroad b} purchas criininall, q.-,, „/;ii n. 


XVII 

He was, to weete, a stout and sturdy thiefe, 

Wont to robbe churches of their ornaments. 

And puorc mens boxes of their duo reliefe, 

WhiM given was to them for good intents : 

The holy Saints of their rich vestiments 
He did disrobe, when all men carclessc slept, 

And spoild the Priests of their hahilinents; 

Whiles none the holy things in safety kept, 

Then he by conning'sieights in at the windoiv And beat their breBts,“and naked flesh to teare : 


Still seeking him, that from her still did flye ; 
llien furthest from her hope, when most she 
wreeiicd nyc. 

9 

XXII 

Socne as she parted tliciico, the fcarfull 
twaync, 

That blind" old w'omun, and her daughter dear, 
Came forth; and, finding Kirkrapme there 
slaj'iie, 

•For anguish great they gan to rend their heare. 


crept. 


And when they both had wept and,wavld their 
fill, 


, And all that he bv right or w'rong could find, two amazed dcarc, 

Unto this house he brought, and did bestow jHalie, mad through malice and revenging w'ill, 
Upon the daughter of this woman blind^ p'* follow her that was the causer of their ilL 
Abessa, daughter of ^rceca slow. 

With whom he whoredome usd, that few dur xxiii 

And fed her fatt with feast of offerings, f kiiowr, ' ‘WHiome overtiiKiiig, they gan loudly bray, 
And plenty, w'hioh in all the laud did grow : | With hollow' hoiilmg, and lamenting" cry ; 
Ne8paredhctogivehcTgoldandriiig8;[things. Shamefully at her rayliiig all the way,’ 

And now he to her broti^ht part of his stolen' And her accusing of dishonesty. 



CAl^TO lll.j 


THM, fABkIE QVEBNE. 


vt 


'Hiat was the flowre of fait^ and chastity : 

And still, amidst her raylin;;, she did pray I h© thereto meeting said, ‘Mv dearest Dame, 
That plagues, »nd raischietcs, and long misery, j’ar be it trora*your thought, knd fro my yril 
Wight fall on her, and follow all the way, jXo thinke that knighthood 1 so much should 
And that in eiidlesse error she might ever stray. ' shame. 

As you to leave that have me loved stil, 

^XIV lAnd chose in Faery court,*of mecrc goodwil, 

liuL when she saw her pravers nought pre-''’^^^*®** noblest knights were ft) be fouml on 
vailc, i • earth. 

Slice backe retoumed with some labour lost ; !T>>c earth shall sooner leave her kindly skil 
And in Clio way, as shoe did weepe and waile, ' ^ bring forth fruit, and make i#enial derth, 
A knight her mett in mighty armes embost, iThcn 1 leave } on, my liefe, yborn of hcvenly 
Yet knight was not for all his bragging host ; berth. 

Ihit subtill Arehimag, that Una sought I xXix 

liy tra\'nes into new troubles to have toste : • 

Of that old woman tidings he li^oiight. 

If that of such a Uidy shce could tidlen ought. 


‘And sooth to say, why I lefte you so long, 
Was for to secke adventure in straungc place; 
Where, Archimago said, a felon strong 
To many knights did daily workc disgrace ; 
But knight he now shall never more deface : 
Good cause of mine excuse, that mote ye please 
Well to accept, and evermore embrace 
My faithfiill service, that by land and seas 
Have vowd you to defend. Now then, youi 
plaint appease.* 


Therewith she gan her passion to renew. 

And cry, and curse, and railc. and rend her 
heare, 

Maying, that harlott she too lately knew, 

'Jhat eausd her shed so many a bitter tcare ; 

And so forth told the story of her fean'.. 

Much seemed he to mono her haplessc chaunce, 

And after for that l^ady did inqucrc ; i » , • , • , - 

Which being taught, he forward gan advaunce'</ P«*nes: one loving howre 

His fair ciichauntod steed, and eke his charmed dispence: 


x\x 


His lovely won^ her seemd due recompence 


launce. 


XXVI 


Ere long he came where I’na travcild slow, 
And that wilde champion wavting her besyde; 

f 1- r _ .1 *A 1 .1 4 , A 


A dram of sweete is M’orth a pound of sowre. 
Shce has forgott how many a noefnl stowre 
For him she late endurd; she speakes no more 
Of past : true is, that, true love hath no ])owre 
To looken backe ; his cies be fixt before. 


^Vhomc seeing such, for dread hec durst not Before her stands her knight, for W'hom she 


show 


toyld so sore 


linn sclfe too nigh at hand, but turned wyde 
Unto an hil;fmni whence when shehim^])ydc,! 

By his like seeming shield her knight by name Much like, as when the beaten marincre. 

She weend it w;as, and towawls.him gan ride: That, long hath wnndred in the Ocean wide, 
Approaching nigh .she nist it was the sahie ; jotte soust in swelling Tefhys saltish tcare; 
And W’ith faire fearefiill humblcssc towanls And longtime having land' his tawney hide 
him shee came : With blustriiig breath of Heaven, that none 

can bide, 

X \ V II And scorching flames of fierce Orions hound ; 

And weeping said, ‘.Mi, my long lacked Lord, Sewne us the port from far he has espide. 
Where ha\« ye bene tlius long out of my His chearfuP W'histle menly doth sound, 

sight ? I And Nereus crownes with cups; his mates him 

1)1 uch feared I to have bene quite abhonk pledg around. 

Or ought have done, that ye dl^pleasen might,! « 

That should as death unto my dcare heart ’ xxxir 

light : I Such joy made Una, when her knight she 

For since mine eie your joyous sight did nii.H,' found ; 

My chearefull dav i.s tiirnd to cheaivle.sse night, And eke th’ cnchauntcr joyous scemde no lessc 
And eke my night of death the shadow' is ; j'rheii the glad marchant, that does vew from 
I’ut W)^lcome now, my light, and shining ^ ground 


lompe of bits I 


|llis ship fur come from watrie wildemease; 
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He buries out vowcb, and Neptune ol't cloth xxxvii 

blesse. j Therewith in haste his bclmrt c;an unlac^e, 

So forth they past; and all th« way they spent Till Una cride, ‘O ! hold tliai. lieaMe hand, 
Discoursing of her dreadful late distresse, ' Dcare Sir, what ever that thoil be in place : 

In which he nskt her, what the Lyon incut; [Enough is, that thy foe doth A'an(pii‘'bt stand 
Who told her all that fell, in joumc'v as she Now at thy inercry : Mercy not iMthstand ; 
went. • For he is one Ihe'truest knig'it aliy, 

* xxxiii Though eoncpiered now he lye on lowly land, 

They had not ridden far, Avhen they niigt»t see And, while^t him fortune lavourd, fayre cIkI 
One pricking tenvards them Avith hasth* heat, | thrii'e f priA'c.’ 

Full strongla armd, and on a courser tree ; In bloudy field : therefore, of hfe him not dc- 
That through his liersncsse lomed all Avith' 

KAVeat, j XVXA'III 

And the sharpe yroii did for anger eat, j Her piteous wordes might not abate his rage, 

When his hot ryder spnrd his ehaiitlect side Ihil, rudely rending up Ins helmet, Avoiild 
1 1 is lookeAvassicrnc, and seemed still to threat llaAc slayne him streight; but Avhen he sees 
Crnell reA’enge, Avhieh he in hart did hyde; I his' aj:e, 

And on his shield Sansloy in bloody lines Avas And hourie head of ^Vrchinnigo old, 
dyde. I Ills hasty hand he doth amased hold, 

x\\iA’ And hultc ashamed Avondred at the sight : 

When nigh he drew unto thiM gentle pavre, the old man Avell knew he, though untold. 

And saw the Ked-crosseAvhich the knight did charmer and magick to have Avondrous 


beare. 

He burnt in lire ; and gan eftsoones prepare 
llimselfe to batteill with his couched sficarc. , 
Loth Avas that other, and did faint through 
fcarc, * I 

To taste th’ untryed dint of deadly steelc : I 
But yet his Lady did so Avell him chearc. 

That hope of new good ha]) he gan to fecle : ] 
So bent his sjieare, and spnrd his horse with* 
yron heclc. 

xx\\' 

But that proud Paynim fonvard came so fercc 
And full of Avrath, that, Avith his sharphead 
speam, j jicrce ; 

Through A’ainly crossed shield he quite did] 
And, lud his staggering steed not shronkc forj 
fcare, f beare: 

Through shield and boch' eke he should him! 
Yet, BO great Avas^hc ])uissancc of his ])ush, j 
That from his sadlc quite he did him beare. 
He, tombling rudely downe, to ground did rush. 


might, 

Nc ever wont in field, ne in round lists, to fight: 


And said, ‘ Why Archimago, lucklcsse syre, 
What doe T see? A\hat hard mishap is this. 
That hath tliee hether brought to taste iiiiiic yreV 
Or thine the fault, or mine the error is, 

In stead of foe to avouiuI my friend amis V ’ 

He aiisAvercd nought, but in a trannec still lay, 
And on those guilcfull daxed eyes of his 
I’lie cloude of cleath did sit. Which doen away, 
He left him lying so, iie would no Icnger stay : 

XI. 

But to the virgin comes; avIio all this Avhile 
Amased stands, her selfe so niockt to see 
By n.m, who has the guerdon of his guile. 

For HO misfeigning her true knight to bee : 

YeC IS she now in more perplexitie, 

Left in the hand of that same PaAmini bold, 
From Avhom her bootetli not at all to Hie : 


And from his gored w'ound aAvell uCbloud did Who, by her cleanly garment catching hold, 
gush. I Her from her Palfrey pluekt, her visage to 


XXXVl 


behold. 


Dismounting lightly from his loftie steed, 
He to him Icpt, in minde to reave his life, 

And proudly said; *Lo! there the Avorthie meed 
Of liim that sIcav Sansfoy Aidih bloody knife: 
Henceforth his ghost, freed from nqiiniiig 
strife, 

In peace may passen OA'er Ix'thc lake; J[lifc, 
When mourning altars, purge! with eiiimics 
The black infernall Furies doc:i aslake : 

Life from Sansfoy thou tookst, Sansloy shall i 
from thee take.* 


XLl 

But her fiers servant, full of kingly uw 
And high disclaine, Avhenas his sovernine Dame 
So rudely handled by her foe he saw, 

With ga'ping jawes full greedy at him came. 
And, ramping on his shield, did wcene the same 
Have reft away with his shar]) rending clawej.: 
But he was stout, and lust did now iiillame 
Ills corage more, that trom his griping pawers 
He httth his shield redeemdj And forth his 
bwerd he druAves. 
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XLII 

1) ! then, too weake and Teeblc the foise 
Of salvage beast his puissance to withstand ; 
Fur he was strong, and of so mightie corse. 

As ever wielded speare in warliko liaiid, 

And feates of armes did wisely understand. 

Kfc sooncs lic’pcrccd through his uhaufed chest 
With thrilliiij^ ix)int of deadly yron brand, 
And launcht his Lordly hart: with death upprest 
He ror'd aloud, whiles life forsuoke his stub-' 
^ome brest. | 

. XLIII ! 

Who now is left to kcepe the forlorne maid ; 
From raging spoile of lawlcsse victors W'lll ? 
Her faithfull gard remov’d, her liopc dismaiiii 
Her selfo a yielded pray to suv^ or spill : | 


He now, I3brd of the field, his pride to till, 
With luiilc reproches and disdaiiieful spight 
Her vjldly eptertaincs ; and, will or nill, 
Beares her away upon his couiser light: 

Her prayers nought prevaile, hib rage ih more 
of might. 


Xl.lf 

And all the way, with great^anienting paine, 
Awd piteous plaintes, she tilleth his dull eares, 
That stony hart could riven ha\ c in twaine ; 
And all the way she wetts witlfltlowing teares ; 
But he, enrag’d with rancor, nothing heares. 
Her servile beast yet would not leave her so, 
But followcs her far off, ne ought he fcarcs 
'I'o be ])artaker i>f her wandring woe ; | foe. 

More mild in beastly kind then that her beastly 


CANTO IV. 


To unfuM tioiw of Pryde Dnessa 
tJujdrs the faithfnll kuiglit , 

WlH're, brothers death to w rcak, .Siijisjoy 
Doth cluilcng him to fight. 


1 Wliieh over after in most wretched case, 

YouNGknight whatever, that dost armes pro- I^ke loathsome lazars, by the hedget, lay 


Thether Dues.sa badd him bend his pace, 

For she is wearie of the toilsom \vay. 

And also nigh consumed is the lingriiig day. 


fessc. 

And through long labours liuntcst after fame, 

Beware of fraud, beware of ticklcnesse, [Dame; 

111 choice, and chauiige of thy dearc-loved 
^jeast thou of her believe too lightly blame, 

And rash misweciiing doe thy hart remove : 

For uuto knight there is no greater shame 
M'hcii liglitnesse and inconstancie in love: 

That doth this Bedcrossc knights Asample 
])lain1y prove. 

II * 

Who, after that he bad fairc Una lorne, 

Through light misdeeming of her loialtie ; 

And false Ducssa in her sted had borne. 

Called Fidess’, and so supposd to be, 

Long with her traveild ; till at last they see 
A goodly building bravely garnished ; | 

The house of mightie Prince it seemd to be, - . , . i j 

And towards it a broad high wav that led, ■ ^ ^enpe for to behoidd, 

AU bare through peoples feet which thether And spake tlm praisiN of the workmans witt^ 
traveilecL • , pittie, fhat so fiiire a mould 

;Did on so w'cnke foundation ever sitt: 

III iFor on a sandie hill, that still did flitt 
Creat trouiHss of peojde traveild thclhenvard And fall aw'ay, it mounted was fiUl hie, 

Both day and night, of each degree and place ; .That every breatli of heaven shaked itt : 


IV 

A stately Pallace built of squared hricl'.e, 
Whicli cunningly w'as W'ithout morter laid, 
Wbt»se wals were high, but nothing strong 
nor thick, 

And golden foile all over them displaid, 

That purest skyc willi^brigbtnesse they dis- 
maid : 

High lifted up wei’e many loftie tow'res. 

And goodly galleries far over laid, 

Full or fairc wdndowes and delightful howres : 
And on the top a Diall told the timely howres. 


But few returned, haWng 8cu)i^ hard. 
With baleful! beggery, or loule disgrace ; 


And all the hinder partes, that flew could spie^ 
Were ruinous and old, but painted cunningly.. 
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VI 


XJ 


Arrived there, they passed in forth right ; 

For still to all tlic gates stood open wide : 

Yet charge of them was to a Porter hight, 
Cald Malvcmi, who entrance none denide : 
Thence to the hall, wdiich was on every side 
With rich array and arstly arras dight. 
Tntinitc sortes (V' jjcople dill abide 
There waiting long, to win the wished sight 
Of her, that was the Lady of that Pallaee bright. 

VII 

By them they passe, all gazing on them round, 
And to the Presence mount ; wliose glorious vow 
Their frayle amazed senses did confound : 

In living Princes court none ever knew 
Such endlesse richesse, and so sinniiteous shew; 
Me Persia sclfe, the mmrse of pomiHms pride, 
Like ever saw. And there a noble crew 
Ol‘ Lords and Ladies stood on every side, 
Which with their presence fayre tlic place much 
beautiildc. 

VIII 

High nbt)ve all a cl<»th of State was sprod, 
And a rich throne, as bright as sunny day; 
On which there sate, most brave emliellishctl 
With royall robes and gorgeous array, 

A mayden Queene that shone as Titans ray, 
In glistrin^ gold and perelessc pretious stone; 
Yet her bright blazing bcautic did assay 
dim tlic brightnessc of her glorious throne. 
As envying her selfe, that too exceeding shone : 


Of gnesly Pluto Ae the daughter wass 
And sad Proscriiina, the Qneenc of bell; 

Yet did she thinke her pearelcsifc worth to pas 
Tliat parentage, with pride so did she swell ; 
And thundring Jore, that high in heaven doth 
dwell • , 

And wield the world, she clayined lt>r her syre. 
Or if that any else did Jove exccll ; 

For to the highest she did still aspyre, 

Or, if ought higher wore than that, did it desy re. 

I XII 

And proud Lncifcra men did her call, 
il’hat made her selfo a (jueenc, ana erowud to be ; 
pet rightfull kingdome she had none at all, 
iNe heritage tf native sovcraintie; 

I But did usiir|)C with wrong and tyraiuiie 
Upon the scepter which she now did liohl : 

Nc ruld her Bealme with law'es; but pollicic, 

I And strong advizement of six wisards old. 
That, with their counsds bad, her kingdome 
did uphold. 

xnr 

Soone as the Ellin knight in presence came, 
And false Oucssa, S(‘eming Lady fayre, 

A gentle Husher, Vauitie by name,” [ ^laire : 
Made rowme, and passage for them did pre- 
So goodly brought them to the lowest si ay re 
Of her high throne ; where they, on humble tnee 
Making obeysaunce, diil tlic cause declare. 
Why tliey w'cre come her roiall state to see, 
To prove the wide report of her great Majestec. 


Exceeding shone, like Phoebus fayrese cliildc. 
That did presume his fathers fyric w'aj'r". 
And flaming mouthes of stcedcs, unwonted 
wildc, [ raync : 

Tlirough highest heaven with weaker hand to 
Proud ol such glory and advancement vayne, 
While flashing beaiffes do daze his feeble cyeii, 
He leaves the w'clkin way most beaten playnic. 
And, rapt W'ith wdiirling wliccles, inflames* the 
skyeii ifshyiic. 

With fire not made to bumc, but fuyr^ for to 


X 

So proud she shyned in her princely slate, 
^jooking to heaven, for earth she did disdayne. ' 
And sitting high, for lowly she did hate : | 

! underneath her scoruefull feete was layne 
A dreadfull Dragon with an hideous trayne ; ] 
And in her hand she held a mirrhour bright, i 
Wherein hrr face she often vewed faync, j 
And in her sclfc-lov’d semblance took delight;. 
For she was wondrous fliir^ os any living w’ight. | 


I xrv 

With luftie eye'i, halfe lotli to luoke so low'e, 
She thaucked them in her disilainefull wise ; 
Ne other grace vouchsafed them to showe 
Of Princessc w orthy ; scarse them bad arise. 
Her Lordes and Ladies all this while devise 
Tlieniselvcs to setteii forth to straimgers sight : 
Some frounce their curled lieare in courtly 
guiHc; Idiglit. 

Some pranckc their ruffes ; and others trimly 
Their gay attyre ; each others greater pride 
dues sp^ht. 

XV 

(toodly they all that knight doc entertayne, 
Bight glad w ith him to have increast tlieir crew ; 
But to Duess’ each one himselfe did panic 
All kindnessc and fuirc courtesie to sliew, 

For in that court whylome her well they knew : 
Yet the stout Faery mongst the middest crowd 
Thought all their glorie vaiiie in knightly vcw, 
And that great Pnneesse too exceeding prowA 
That to strange knight no better counteiiunco 
ollowA 
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Siiddein upriseth from her stately place 
Tlic roiall Dame, and for ber cnche doth call : 
All hurtlen forth ; and she, with princely pace, 
As faire Aurora in her purple pall 
Out of the East the dawming day doth call. 

So forth she cofiics ; her brij^htries brodc d<»th 
blax.e. 

'fbe lieapes of people, Ihronginj; in the liall. 
Doe ride each other upon her to gaze : [amaze. 
Her glorious glitterand light dpth oilmens eies 


And by his side rode loathsome Gluttpny, 
Deformed creature, on a lilthie swyiitC 
His belly was iipblowne with luxun', 

And eke witli fatnesse swollen were' his eyne ; 
And like a Crane his neck(> was long and fyne 
With which he swallowed aip excessive feast. 
For Avant whereof poore ficopleroft. did pyne : 
And ^11 the way, most like a brutish beast, 

He spued up his gorge, that all did him deteast. 


XVII 

So forth she comes, and to her coche docs 
Adorned all with gold and girlonds gay, [clyme. 
That seemd os fresh as Flora in hgr prime ; 
And strove to match, in roiall rich array, [say, 
Great Junoes golden chayre ; the which, they 
The gods stand gazing on, ivhen she docs ride 
To Joves high hous through heavens bras- 
paved way, 

DruAiTie of fayre Pecocks, that excell in pride, 
And full of Argus eyes their tayles disjiredden 
wide. 

xvni 

Hut this was draivnc of six uncquall beasts, 
On Avhich her si.x sage Counsellours did ryde. 
Taught to obay their bestiall beheasts, 

With like conditions to their kindes applyde : 
Of Avhieh the tirst, that all the rest did guyde, 
M'^us sluggish Idlepessc, the noursc of sin ; 
ITpon a sluuthfull Asse he chose to ryde, 
Arayd in habit blacke, and amis thiii, 

Ijiku to an holy Monck, the sciAdcc to begin. 


XXII 

In grecne vine leaves he ivas right fitly clad. 
For other clothes he could not weare for hcatc ; 
«\nd on his head an yidc girland had, [ sweat. 
From under which fast trickled downe the 
Still us he rode he somewhat still did cat, 

And in his hand did beare a bouzing can. 

Of which he supt so oft, that on his seat 
His drunken corse he searse upholdcn can : 

In shape and life more like a monster then a 
man. 

will 

Unfit he was for any M’orldly thing, 

And eke unhable once to stiire or go ; 

Not meet to be of|?ounsell to a king. 

Whose m iiid in meat and drinkc was drowned so, 
That from his frend he seeldcrme knew his fo. 
Full oi diseases was his carcas blew, 

And a dry dropsie through his flesh did flow, 
Which by misdiet daily greater grew. 

Such one Avas Gluttony, the second of that crcAV. 

XXIV 


And in his hand his Portesse still he bare, > 
That much Avas worne, but therein little •cdd;i 
For of devotion he had little care, [dedd : ' 
Still drownd in sleepc, and most of his ilaies! 
Searse could he onei* uphold his hen\'ie hedd, 
To looken Avhether it were night or day. 

May seemc the way 11 e Avas very evil I ledd, 
WHen such an one* had guiding of the way, 
That knew not whether right he Avent, or else 
astray, 

• x.\ 

From worldly cares himselfe he did esloyne, 
And greatly shunned manly exercise ; 

From everie worke he chal'enged essoyiie, 

F'jr contemplation sake : yet otherwise 
Uis life ho led in lawlesse' riotise. 

Hy which he grew to grievous malady ; 

For in his lusuesse limbs, through evill guise, 
A shaking fever raignd continually. 

Such one was Idlenesse, first of thiis poinpaiiy. 


And next to him rode lustfull Lecheir 
Ppoii a bearded Gote, whose riig^d'Iieare, 
Ami AAdially eies (the signe of gelosy,) 

Was like the por.Mon selfe Avhorn hc'didbearc : 
Who rough, and blacke, and filthy, did ajipeare, 
Unsceinely man to |>lcasc ^ire J^adies eye ; 
y ct he of Indies oft was loved deare. 

When fairer faces were bid standen by : 

( ) ! Avho does know the bent of w'oinens fantasy ? 


Ill a grecne gowne he clotlied was full faire, 
Which underneath did hide his filthinesse ; 
.\nd in his hand a burning hart he bare, 

Full of vaine follies and new fangleuessc ; 

For he was false, and ftaught with ficklcnesse, 
And learned had to love with secret lookes ; 
And w'ell could daiince, and sing -with rueful- 


And fortunes tell, and read in loving bookes, 
And thousand other waies tp but ms fleshly 
hookes. ^ 
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Inconstant man, that loved all he saw, 

And lusted after all that he did4ovc ; 

Ne would his looser life betide to law, [prove, 
But joyd weakc womens hearts to tempt, and 
If from their loyall l«>vc9 ho might them move : 
Which leAvdnes’lihl 1cm with reprochfull pain 
Of that foule e\^ll, whioh all men repntve, 
That rutts the marrow, and consume'* the bruino. 
Such one was Lechery, the third of all this 
traine. « 

XXVII 

And greedy Avarice by him did ride, 

Uppon a Camcll loaden ah with ^ifold : 

Two iron coffers hong on cither side, 

With precious metall full ns they might hold; 
And in his lap an heap of coine he told ; 

For o<*his wicked polfo his (iod he made. 

And unto hell him solfo for money sold : 
Accursed usiirv was all his trade, [ wnidc. 

And right and wrong ylike in oquall liallaiiiu'e 

XXVI II 

His life was nigh unto deaths dorc yplaste; 
And thred-bare cote, and cobled 8hoca,‘hee ware ; 
Ne acarsc good morsell all his life did taste, 
But both from baclte and belly still did spare, 
To fill his bags, and riohesse to compare ; 

Yet childc ne kinsman living had he none 
To leave them to ; but thorough daily care 
To get, and nightly feare to lose his owne. 

He led a wretched life, unto himsclfe un known e. 

XMX 

Most wretched wight, whom nothing might 
suflise ; 

Whose greedy lust did lacke in greatest store ; 
Whose need ^d end, but no end covetise ; 
Whose welth was want, whose plenty made 
him pore ; 

Who had enough, yett wished ever more ; 

A vile disease : an J eke in foutc and hand 
A grievous gout tormented him full a<»rc. 

That well he could not touch, nor goc, nor 
stand. „ { band. 

Such one was Avarice, the fourth of this faire 


XXX 

And next to him malicious rode 
Upon a ravenous wolfc, and still did chaw 
•Between his cankred teeth u venemous tode. 
That all the poison ran about his chaw ; j 
But inwardly he chawed his <.wnc maw j 
At neighbours welth, that made him ever sad. 
For death it was, when any good he saw ; 

And wept, that cause of weeping none he had; 
But when he heard of harme he wexed won- 
drous glad. 


XXXI 

All in a kirtle of discolourd say 
He clothed was, ypaynted full of cies ; 

And in his bosuinc secretly there lay 
An hatefull iSnakc, the which his taile iiptyes 
In many folds, anil mortall sting iroidyc <. 

Still as he rode he gnasht his teeth tO|Sec 
Those honpns of gold uith griiile CJovctyse ; 
And grudged at the great felicitec 
Of proud Lucifera, and his owne compance. 


XXXII 

He hated all good w orkes and vertuousMccds, 
And him no lease, that any like did use ; 

And who with gratious bread the hiuigry feeds, 
llis almcs for want of faith he doth accuse. 

So every gooil to bad he doth abuse ; 

And eke the verse of famous Poets witt 
He does backebite, and spightfull poison 
spues 

From leprous mouth on all that ever writt. 
Such one vile Knvy was, that tifte in row did 
sitt. 

XXXlII 

And him beside rides fierce revenging Wrath, 
U))on a J^ion, loth for to be led ; 

And in his hand a burning brond he hath, 

The which he brandish eth about his hed : 

His eicH did hurle forth sparcles fiery red, 

And stared sterne on all that him beheld ; 

As ashes pale ot* hew, and seeming ded ; 

And on his dagger still his hand he held, 
Trembling through hasty rage when choler in 
him sweld. 

XXXI V 

His rufiin raiment all was staind with blood 
Which he had spilt, and all to rags yrent, 
Through unadvized rashnes woxen wood ; 

For oM.is hands he had no governement, 

Ne car’d for blood in his avengement : 

But, iwhen the furious fitt was overpast, 
liis cruel facts he often would repent ; 

Yet, wilfull man, he never would fori'cast 
How many inischieves should ensue his iiced- 
lesHC hast. 

XXXV 

Full many mischiefes follow eruell Wrath : 
Abhorred Bloodshed, and tumultiAms strife. 
Unmanly murder, and unthrifty scatli. 

Bitter despight, with rancours rusty knife, 
And fretting griefe, the enemy of life ; 

All these, and many evils moe haunt ire. 

The swelling Splene, and Frenzy raging 
nfe, 

The shaking Palsey, and Saint Fraunces fire. 
Such one was Wrath, the last of this ungodly 
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XXXVI 

And, after all, upon the wagon benme, 

Bode Sathan with a smarting whip in hand, 

With which he forward losht the lacsy temc, 

So oft as Slowth still in the mire did stand. 

Huge routs of people did abiiut them baud, 

Showtiug for joy ; and still before their way 
A foggy mist had covered all the land ; 

And, underneath their feet, all scattered Lay 
Dead sculls and bones of men whose life had 
gone astray. 

XXXVII 

So fortli they marchen in this goodly sort, 

To take the solace of the open aire, [sp<»rt : 

the a..:re .0 

'I'lw. fitiilii TIiiPMun. np.vt iiritn thp (Cinirp tmA 11. 


Commaunded them their fury to refraine ; 
And, if that either to that shield had right, 

In equall lists they should the morrow next it 
fight. * 

X1.1 

‘ Ah dearest Dame,’ quoth then the Paynini 
‘Pardon the error of eiiragctl wight, fbold, 
Whomc great griefe made ftrgett the rallies to 
hold 

Of reasons rule, to see this recrcaunt knight, 
No knight, hut treachour full of false despight 
And shameful treason, who throiigh guile hath 
alayn 

The prowest knigiit that ever field did fight. 
Even 8t<*ut Saiisfoy, (O who can then refrnyn ?) 


The foule Diiessa, next unto the c^iaire 
Of proud Lucifer’, as <uie of the traine : 
lint that good knight would not so 


nigh 


re])aire, 


Xl.ll 

‘And, to augment the gloric of his guile, 
Ills dearest love, the faire Fidessa, loe! 


Him selie estraunging from their jnvaunce 

vaine 1 reapes the harvest sowen hv Ins foe, 

Whose fellowship seemd far unfitt for warlike in hloodie fieW. and bought with woe 


So, having solaced themselves a space 
With pleitsaunce of the breathing lieUls yfed, 
They backc retourned to the princely Place; 
Wliereas an errant knight in armes ycled, 

And heathnish shield, wherein with letters red. 
Was w'ritt Samnoff, they new arrived find : 
l?nflam*d with fury and* fiers hardy hed. 

He seemd in hart to harbour thoughts unkind. 
And nourish bloody vengcaunce in his hitter 
mind. 

XXXIX 

Who, when the shamed shield of slaiiie 
Sansfoy ,, 

lie spido with that same Faery champions page, 
lien raying him tliat did of late destroy 
Ills eldest brother ; burning all with rage," 
lie to him lepl, and that same envious gage 
Of Victors glory from him snacht aw.av: 

Hut th’ IClfin knig;hl, which ought that war- 
like w'oge, 

Disdaind to loose the meed he wonne in fray ; 


That brothers hand shall dearely well requight. 
So be, O Quecne ! yon equall favour showc.’ 
Him litle answerd th’ angry Elfin knight ; 
lie never meantjWith words, but swords, to 
plead his right : 

XLIII • 

Hut threw his gauntlet, as a sacred ]>ledge 
His cause in combat the next day to try : 

So been they parted both, with harts on edge 
'To be aveng’d each on his cnimy. 

That night they pas in Joy and jollity. 
Feasting and courting both in bowre'and hall ; 
For Steward was excessive (lluttony, 

'That of his plenty poured forth to all : 

\\Tiich doeii, the* Cliamberlain, Slow-th, did to 
rest them call. 

Xl.IV 

Now whenas dark esome night had alldisplayd 
Her coleblacke ciirlein over brightest skye;* 
'J'he warlike youtlies, on dayntie couches layd, 
Did chaoe away swx*et sleepe from sluggish 

eye, 

To muse on mcanes of hoped victory. 


And, him renqpuntring fierce, reskewd the noble , Hut whenas IMorpheus had with lca*den mace 

'Arrested all that courtly company, 

Hprosc Duessa from her resting place, [^ce. 
And to the Paynims lodging comes with silent 


pray. 

XL 

Therewith they gan to hurtleii greedily, 
Hednubted battailc ready t,o darrayne. 

And clash their sliiclds, and shake their swerds 
on hy, [traine; 

That with their sturre they troubled all the 
Till that great Quecne, upon eteniall painc 
Of high displeasure that ensewen might, 


Whom broad awake she findes, in troublous fitt, 
Fore-casting how his foe he might annoy; 

And him amoves with speaches seeming* fitt : 

‘ Ah deare Sansjoy, next dearest to Sansfoy, 
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Cause of my new griefe, cause of mf^ new joj'; 
Joyous to see his ymage in mine eye, 

And greevd to thiuke how foe did him destroy, 
That was Ihe floAvre of grace and'tehevalryc ; 
lj(t ! his Kidcssa, to thy secret faith I dye.’ 


Witli gentle wqivles he can licr fayrel}'^ greet 
And had say on the secrete of lier hart: 

Tlien, sighiiig soft ; ‘I loamc that litle swf^t 
Oft tempred is.’ (quoth she,) ‘Avith muehell 
smart : 

For since my brest was laiineht with loA'ely 
Of deare Sansfoy, I ne\’or joyed liowre. 

Hut ill eternall woes mv Aveaker liart 
Have wastod, loving Inin Avith all my pOAvro, 
And for liis sake have felt full many an heaAue 
stowre. 

XLVIT 

‘ At last, Avhen ]»erila all 1 Avecned jiast. 

And hop’d to reape the crop of all my care, 
Hito ncAv woes unweeting I Avas cast 


He unreveng’d, that calles to you above 
From wandriug Stygian .shores, Avhcrc it doth 
endlcssc move.’ 


Tliereto sahl he, ‘ Faire l>amc, lie nought dis- 
maid • • [sobp : 

For sorroAves past ; their griefe is Avit^i them 
Xe yet of present perill be atfraid, 

For needlcssc feare did never vantage none ; 
And helplesse hap it booteth not to mono. 
r^i^^'iDead is Sansfoy, his vitall paines are past, 

I Though greeA^ed ghost lor A’cngeance deep do 
gronc: 

lie ViA'es that shall him pay his dewtios last, 
^lul guiltie Kliin blood shall sacrifi'^e in hast.’ 


K) ! but T feare the fickle frealjes,’ (quoth slice*) 

; ‘ Of fortune false, and oddes of armes in field,’ 
! ‘ Why, dame,’ (quoth he) ‘ what oddes can ever 
I * bee. 


Where both doe fight alike, to Avin or A'ield ?’ 
By this false fay tor, Avho unAvortliieware [snare 1 « Yea, but,’ (quoth she) ‘he beares a charmed 
His worthie shield, whom he with guilefull| shield. fperce; 

Entrapped slew, and brought U) sharaefull [And eke enehaiinted armes, that none can 


grave : 

Me, silly maid. aAvay Avifh biti he bare. 
And ever since hath* kept, in darksom eaA^e, 


Ne none can Avoiind the man that does them 
Avicld.’ [ferce, 

‘Charmd or enehaiinted,’ answerd he then 


For that I would not yeeld that to Sansfoy Ij*! no whitt reck; ne yon the like need to re- 
ga'’e. I herce. 

XLVIII I.I 

‘ Hut since faire Sunne hath sperst that low- / But, faire Fidessa, sithens fortunes guile, 
ring cloAvd, ^ I Or cnimies poAATC, hath now captived you, 

A nd to my loathed life now shewes some light, i Keturne from Avhence ye came, and rest a AA'liile, 
Under your beames I Avill me safely shrowd I'J’ill inoiroAv next that 1 the Klfe subdew. 
From dreaded stonne of his disdainfull sjught: , And Avith Sansfoyes dead dowry you endew.’ 
To you th’ inheritance beloiiges by right j ‘ Ah me ! that is a double death*,’ (she said) 


you 

Of brothers prayse, to you 
love. 

Let not Ills love, let not his restlessc siiright. 


eke longes hisp With proud foes sight my sorrow to renew, 
j Wlier^.'ver yet 1 be, my s(*crct aide [obaiil. 
'rilmll folJoAV y(»u.’ So, passing forth, she him 


, CANTO V. 


The faithful! knight in eqnall field 
Snbdewcs his faithlcssc foe ; 
Whom false Diiessu saves, and for 
His cure to hell does goe. 


1 

The noble hart that harbours A’’ertuous 
thought, 

And is with childe of glorious great intent. 
Can never rest, untill it forth have brought 
Th’etemaU brood of glorie eKpellent: 


Such restlesse passion did all night torment 
I The flaming corage of that Faeiy knight, 
l>eAd7.ing how that doughtie turnament 
I With greatest honour he atchieven might : 
I Still did he AV(ike, aqd still did watch for 
I [dawning light, 
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At last, tlie golden OrientQll gate 
Of greatest heaven gaii to open fayre ; 

And Phoebus, ficsh as brydegromc to his mate, 
Came dauncing forth, shaking his deawic 
hayre. [ ayre. 

And hiirld his glistring beams tlirongh gloomy 
Which when the wakefiil Elfe fierceiv’d, streight 


The Sarazin was stout and wondrous strong. 
And heaped blowes like yron hammers great; 
For after blood and vengeance he did long ; 
The knight was tiers, and full of youthly boat, 
And doubled strokes, like dreaded thunders 
threat ; 

For all for praise and hon(^r he did fight, 
lie started up, and did him selfe prepayre [way, j Both stricken stryke, and beaten both doe beat, 
In siinbright armes, and battailous array; iTha* from their shields forth flyeth firie light. 
For with that Pagan proud he combatt willjAndhewenhelmetsdeepeshewmarksof cithers 


that day. 


in 


So th’ one for w'rong, the other strives for 
right. 


And forth he comes into the commune hall; 

Where earely waite him many a gazing eye, 

To weetwhatend to strannger knights may iall.Us whcn“a Cryfon, seized of his pray, 
There many Minstrales maken nielody, A Dragon fiers encountreth in his flight, 

To drive away the dull melancholy ; 


might. 


Through widest ayre making his ydle way. 
And many Bardea, that to the trembling chord That would his right full ravine rend away ; 

Can tune their timely voices cunningly ; ■ ' ■ * 

And many Chroniclers, that can rcetml 
Old loves, and w'arrcs for Ladies doen by many 
a Lord. 


Soonc after comes the cruell Sarazin, 

In w'oveii maile all armed wearily ; 

And sternly lookes at him, who* not a pin 
Does care for looke of living creatures eye. 
They bring them wines of Crecce and Araby, 
And daintie spices fetch from furthest Yiid, 

To kindle heat of corugc ])rivily ; 

And in tlie wine a solemne oth they bynd 
T' observe the sacred law'es of armes that are 
assyiul. 

V 

At last forth comes that farrenowmicdfiuecne: 
With royall pomp and princely majestic 
She is ybroiight unto a paled greene, 

And placed under stately canapee, 

The warlike fcates of both those kuightsTo see. 
On tir other side in all mens open vew 
Dnessa placed is, and on a tree * 

Sansfoy his shield is hnngd with bloody hew; 
Both those the lawrell girlonds to the victor 
dew. 

VI 

A shrilling trompett sowiided from on hye. 
And unto battaill bad them selves addresse : 
rUeir shining sbieldes about their wrestes they 
tye, \ blessc. 

And burning blades about their heades doe 
'rhe instruments of wrath and heavincsse. 
With greedy force each other doth assayle. 
And strike so fiercely, that they do impresse 
Deepe dinted furrowes in the biattred mayle : 
The yroii walles to ward their blowes are’ weak 
and frullc. 


With hideous liorror both together smiglit. 
And soucesosore that the^ the heavens affray ; 
'ITie wise Sonthsnyer. seeing so sad sight, 

Th’ amazed vulgar tclles of w'arrcsandmortall 
fight. 

IX 

So th’ one for wrong, the other strives for 
right, - 

And each to deadly shame would drive his foe: 
The cruell stecle so greedily doth bight 
In tender flesh, tlmt streames of blood down 
flow ; [ sliow', 

With w'hich the armes, that earst so bright did 
Into a pure Vermillion now are dyde. 

Creat ruth in all the gazers harts did grow. 
Seeing the gored woundes to gape so wyde, 
That victory they dare not wish to either side. 


At last the Paynim chaunst to cast his eye. 
His suddein eye flaming with wrathfull fyre, 
(Jpoii his brothers shield, which hong thereby : 
Therewith redoubled was ffls raging yre. 

And said ; ‘ Ab ! w-rctched sonne of w'ofuU syre, 
Doest thou sit waylin^ by blacke Stygian lake, 
Whylest Jiere thy shield is hangd* for victors 
h yre ? 

And, sluggish german, doest thy forces slake 
To after-send his foe, that him may overtake? 

XI 

‘Goc, caytive Elfe, him quickly overtake. 
And Boone redeemc from his long-wandring 
woe : 

Goe, gniltie ^host, to him my message make, 
'I'hat 1 his shield have quit from dying foe.* 
Thcrewilli upon his crest, he stroke* him so, 

1 hat twise he reeled, readie twise to faU; 

o 
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End of the donblfiill battaile’deoiped tho 
The lookers on ; and lowd to him gan call 
The false Diicssa, < Thine the shield, and I, and 
all!’ t 

xii 

Soonr as the Faerie heard his Tiadie speako, 
Out Ilf Ijis swimning dreame he gan aAvake ; 
And quickning lath, that earMt was woxen 
weake, • 

The creeping deadly cold away did shake : 
Tho mov’d with wriilh, and shame, and Ladies 
Of all attone^he east avengd to be, fsake, 
And with so’ exceeding furie at him strake, 
That forced him to stoiqie ujion his knee : 

Had he not stouped so, he sliouhl have cloven | 
bee. 

XIII 

And to him said; ‘Ooc now, proud Miscreant, 
Thysclfe thy message do to german deare; 
Alone he, wandring, thee too long doth want: 
Gue say, his foe thy shield with his doth bearc.’ 
Therewitb his hcavie hand he high gan rcare, 
llim to have slaine ; when lo ! a darkesorae 
clowd 

Upon him fell : he i.o where doth ajipeare, 

Ihit vanisht is. The Elle him calls alowd, 
lint answer none receives 5^, the darknes liiin 
docs shrowd, 

XIV 

In haste Duessa from her place arose, 

And to him rnniiingsnid;*()! prowest knight, 
That ever L.adie to her love did chose. 

Lei now abate the terrour of your might, 

And quench the flame of furious desjiight. 
And bloodie vengeance : lo ! th’ infcrnall 
powres. 

Covering your foe with cloud of deadly night. 
Have bor.ie him hence to Plutoes'balefiill 
bow res : 


[liOOJf I. 


To her makes present of his service scene : 
Which she accepts with thankes and goodly 
Greatly advaunciitg his gay chcvalree: [gree. 
So marcheth home, and by her takes the 
kniglit. 

Whom all the people followc with great glee. 
Shouting, and clajiping all their hands on 
hight. • , [bright. 

That all tlie ay re it fills, and Ayes to heaven 

WII 

Home is he brought, and layd in sumptxnis 
Where many skillull leaches Irm abide [bed. 
To salve his hurts, that yet still freshly bled. 
In wdno and oyle they wash his woundes wide, 
And softly gan embaline on everie side ; 

And all the while most heavenly melody 
About the hr 1 sivect imisickc ilid di\ iile, 

Him to beguile of griefe and agony ; 

And all the while Ducs&a wept full bitterly. 

XVTII ’ 

As when a wearic traveller, that st raves 
By muddy shore of broad sc\ eii-niouthed Nile, 
IJnweetiiig of the iierillous waiidring waves, 
Doth ineele a eruell erafiie Crocodile, [guile. 
Which, in false griefe hyding liis Jiannelull 
Doth weepe full sore, and sheddeth tender 
Tlie foolish man, that pitiesallthisw'hi1e[teares; 
His mournefull ]>light, is swallowed up un- 
wares, I cares. 

Forgetfnll ol lii** owne that miiides an others 


Roweiit Diiessa iinlill eienlyde, 

That shyning lanipes in tloVes high bouse 
were light ; 

Then forth she rose, ne lenger would abide, 
But eomes unto the ])laeewliere th’ lletiien 
knight. [spright, 


The conquest yours ; I yours ; the shield, and 


rKlorv™.rs.;|,^ sWml.Ti„K 


nigh voyd of vitall 
Lay cover’d with inchaimtcd chmd all day: 
Wluwn w'luMi she found, as she him left in 
plight, 

To wraylc Ins wofulJ case she would not stay, 
But to tlie Easterne coast of heaven makes 
speedy way: 

XX 


Not all so satisfide, with gready eye 
He sought all round about, his thnsty blade 
To bathe in blood of faithlesse enimj ; 

Who all that while lay hid in secret shade. 

He standee amazed how he thence should fade: I n-pinei.. v;„i.4. :.i. ■ _ 1 1 

At last the trumpets Triumph sound on hie ; om,-, f , . ' deadly sad, 

And running Heralds humble homage made i'S "m Xn l 

.. him goodlv with new viclorie. 

And t„"him bUlil the ehield, the cause 
enmitic. 

XVI 

Wherewith he goeth to that sovcroinc ! 

(ineene; 

And falling her before on lowly knee, 


Where she all day did bide her bated hew. 
Before the dore her yron charet stood, 
Already harnessed for jonriiev new, 

And cole Idaeke steedes yborneof hellisli brood, 
That on their rusty bits did champ as they 
were wood. 
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XXI 

Who when she saw Ducsfia, sunny bright, 
Adornd wilh Rold and jewels shining clcare, 
She greatly grew amazed at the sight, 

And th' unacquainted light began to fcarc, 

For never did such brightnes there appeurc ; 
And would have backe retyred to her ca^e, 
Untill the witehes speach she gan to heare. 
Saying ; ‘Yet. O thou dreaded Dame ! 1 crave 
Abyde, till 1 have told the message which 1 
have.’ 

XXII 

She stayd ; and foorth Dnessa gan proceede • 
M) ! thou most auncient Grandmother of all. 
More old then Jove, whom thou at llrst dids^ 
breede, 

Or that great house of Gods cxlf stiall, 

Which wast begot in Diemogorgons hall. 

And .sawst the secrets of the world unmade . 
Why suffrt dst‘ thoif thy Nephewen deare t<» fall 
With Ellin .word most shamefully betrade? 
Ijo! where the stout Sansjoy doth slccpc in 
deadly shade. 

AXIII 

‘ And him before, I saw with bitter eyes 
The bold Sansfoy shrinuk underneath hisspeare* 
And now the pray of lbwlc.s in field he l.>es, 
Nor way Id of friends, nor layd on groiiing 
beare, 

1’hat whvlome was to me too dearelv d(are. 

0 ! what of gods then books it to be borne. 

If old Avciigles sonnes so e\ill heare? 

O whosliall not great Nightes children scorne. 
W'hen tw-o of three herNephewes are sofowlc 
forlorne ? 

XXIV 

* Up, then ! up, dreary Dame, of darknes 
(^iieene ! * • 

Go, gather up the reliques of thy race ; 

Or else goe them avenge, and let be scene 
Tliat dreaded Night in brightest dav hath 
place, 

And can the children of fay re light deface.’ 
Her feeling speaches some com passion mov’d 
In hart, and chaiinge in thatgreat mothers face : 
Yet pitty in her hart was never prov’d I 
Till then, fo» evermore she hated, never lov’d : 


XXV ] 

And .said, ‘Deare daughter, rightly may 1 rew 
The fall of famous children borne of mee. 

And good successes which their foes ensew ; 
But who can tiime the stream of destinee, 

Or broake the chayne of strong iieccssitee, 

^ hich fast is tyde to Joves etemall seat? 

The sonnes of Day he favoureth, 1 see, 


And by my*ruinesthinkes to make them great: 
To make one great by others losse is bad ex- 
chcat.« 

XXVI 

‘ Yet shall they not esca^ so freely all, 

For .some shall pay the price of others guilt; 
And he the man that ma^ Sansfoy to fall. 
Shall with his owiie blood price that he hath 
spilt. 

BuP whatart tliou, that tolst of Nephews kilt? ’ 

‘ 1, that do seerac not 1, Duessi|^mc,’ 

Quoth she, ‘how ever now, in garments gilt 
And giwgeous gold nruyd, I to thee came, 
Diiessa 1, the daughter of Decciptand Shame.’ 

x.wii 

Then, bowing downe her aged backe, she kist 
The wicked witch, saying, ‘ In that la 3 Te face 
Thv. false resemblaunce ol Deceipt, I wist, 

Did closeli' lurke ; yet so true-seeming grace 
It carried,* that 1 scarse in darksome place 
Could it di.scernc, though I the mother bee 
Of falshood, and route o( Duessaes race. 

O welcome, child ! whom 1 have longd to see, 
And now' ha\ e scone unwares. Lo ! now' I goe 
with thee,’ 

^ XXVIII 

Then t(' her yron wagon she betakes. 

And w'lth her beares iho fowle welfavonrd 
W’itch. 1 makes . 

Through mirkosome aire her readj' wra.v she 
Her tw' 3 'fold Tcme, of W'hich two blackc as 
)>itch, 

And two w ere brow'iie, yet each to each unlich. 
Did softly' swim away, ue ever stamp 
Unlesse she chuunst their stubbornc mouths 
to twitch ; [champ. 

Then, foming tarre. their bridles they w'ould 
And trampling the fine element would* fiercely 
ramp. 

XXIX^ 

Sowell they sped, that they be come at length 
Unto the place w'hereas the Pavmim lav. 
Devoid of outw'ard sence and native strength, 
Coverd Ifrith charmed cloud from vew of day, 
And sight of men, since bi.s late luckelesse fra^*. 
His cruell w'ounds, with criidd}' bloud cou- 
geald, 

Thej' bindeu up so wisely as they may, 

And* handle softly, till they can be heald : 

So lay him in her charett,* close in night con- 
ceald. 

XXX 

And, all the w'liile she stood upon the grounds 
The wakefull dogs did never cease to bay, 

Am giving warning of th’ unwonted sound, 
With which her yron wheelea did them anray, 
n? 


[hook I. 


And her darke griesly looke them mifch dismay : | 
The messenger of death, the ghastly owle, 
With drery shriekes did also he^ bewray ; 
And hungry wolves continually did howle 
At her abhorred face, so filthy and so fowle. 


Thence turning bocke in silence softe they 
stole. 

And brought the heavy corse with easy pifco 

To yawning giilfo of deepe Averuus hole. 

By that saii^ hole an entraunce, darke and 
bace. 

With smoake and sulphur hiding all the place, 

Descenfls to hell there creature never past. 

That backe retoiirned without heavenly 
grace; 

But drcadfull Furies, which their chainos have 
brast, [men aghast.! 

And damned sprights sent forth to make ill 


By that same way the direfull dames doe 
drive 

Their mournefull charett, fild with rusty blood. 
And downe to Blutoes house are come bilive : 
Which passing through, on tivery side them 
stood 

The trembling ghosts with sad amazed mood, 
Chattring their iron teeth, and staring wide 
With stonj^ eies; and all the hellish brood 
Of feends infemidl flockt on every side. 

To gaze on erthly wight that with the Night 
durst ridel 


There was Ixion turned on a wheele, 

For daring tempt the Queene of heaven to sin ; 
And Sisyphus an huge round stone did reeie 
Against an hill, ne might from labour lin : 
There thristy Tantalus hong by the chin ; 
And Tityus fed a vultur on his maw ; 
Typhoeus joynts were stretched on agtn; 
Theseus condemned to endlesse slonth by law ; 
And fifty sisters water in leke vessels draw. 


They all, beholding worldly wig) ts in place. 
Leave off their worke, unmindfullof ilieir smart, 
jTo gaze on them ; who forth by them doe pace. 
Till they be come unto the furthest (lart; 
Where was aVJave ywrought by v/ondrous art. 
Deepe, darke, uneasy, dcdefull, comfortlesse. 

In which sod Aesculafiins far apart 
Emprisond was in chaincs remedilcssc ; 

Fur that llippolytus rent corse he did red resse. 

X.VXVII 

Hippolytus a jolly linntsman was, 

That wont in cmaiett chace the fuming bore : 
He all his Peeres in beauty did surpas, 

But Ladies love as losse of time forbore : 

His wanton stepdame loved him the more ; 
But, when she saw her offreil sweets refusd, 
Her love she turnd to bate, and him before 
His father fierce of treason false accusil, 

And with her gealous termes his open eares 
abusd : 


They pas the bitter waves of Acheron, ! 
Where many soules sit wailing woefully. 

And come to fiery flood of Phlegeton, 

Whereas the damned ghosts in torments fry, 
Aud with sharp shrilling shriekes doe bootlcsse 
cry, t 

Cursing high Jove, the which them thither sent. 
Tlic house of endlesse paine is built thereby. 
In which ten thousand sorts of punishment 
The cursed creatures doe eternally totment. 

XXXI V 

Before the threshold dreadfull Cerberus 
His three deformed heads did lay along. 
Curled with thousand adders venemous, 

And lilled forth his bloodv flaming tong : 

At them he gan to rearc his bristles strong. 
And felly gnarre, untill Dayes enemy 
Did him appease; then downe his taile he 
hung, I 

And suffered them to passen Quietly; j 

For she in hell and heaven had power equally.] 


Who, all in rage, his Sea-god syre besought 
Some cursed vengeaunce on his sonne to cast. 
From surging gulf two Monsters straight were 
•b ’’ought. 

With dread whereof his chacing steedes aghast 
Both,uharett swifite and huntsman overcast : 
His goodly corps, on ragged cliffs yrent, 

Was quite dismerobred, and his members chast 
Scattered on every mountaine as he went, 
That of Hippolytus was lefte no muniment. 


His cruell step-dame, seeing what was donne, 
Her wicked daies with wretched knife did end, 
In death avowing th’ innocence of her sonne. 
Which hearing, his rush syre began to rend 
His heare, and hasty tong that did offend: 
Tho, gathering up the reliques of his smart, 
Bv Dianes meanes, who was Ilippolyts frend, 
Them brought to Aesculape, that by his art 
Did heale them all againe, and joyned every 
part ^ 
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XL • 

Such wondrous science in mans witt to rain 
When Jove avizd, that could the dead revive, 
And fates expired could renew again, 

Of endlessc life he might him not deprive, 

But. unto helL did thrust liim downc ahve, 
With flashing thunderbolt ywounded sore : 
Where, long remaining, he did alwaics strive 
Himselfe with salves to health for to restore. 
And slake the heavenly tire that raged ever- 
more. 

• XLI 

There auncient Night arriving did alight 
From her nigh weary wai'iic, and in her arme% 
'I'o Aesculapius brought the wounded knight: 
Whome having softly disarabl of armes, 

Tho gan to him discover all Ins h armes, 
Beseeching liim with prayer and with praise, 
If either salveb, or oyles, or herlies. or charincs, 
A fonlonne wight from dore of death mote raise, 
He wuuhl at her request prolong her nephews 
dales. 

XLIl 

‘Ah Dame,’ (quoth he) Hhou temptest me 
in vaine, 

To dare the thing, which daily yet I iw, 

And the old cause of my continued paine 
With like attempt to like end to renew. 

Is not enough, that, thrust from heaven dew, 
Here endlcsse penaunce for one fault I pay, 
But that redoubled crime with vengeaunce neiv 
Thou biddest me to ceke ? Can Night defray 
The wrath of thundring Jove, that rules both 
night and day ?’ 

XLIII 

*Noi so,' (quoth she) ^but, sith that haavens 
king 

From hopebfheaven hath thee excludedquight, 
Why fearest thou, that caiistnot hope fur things 
And fearest not that more thee hurten might, 
Now in the powre of everlasting Night? 
tioc to then. O thou far renowmed sonne 
Of great Apollo ! shew thy famous might j 
In medicine, that els hath to thee wonne 
Great pains, gnd greater praise, both never to 
be domic.’ 

XLIV 

Her words prevaild : And then the learned 
leiwh 

llis cunnii^ hand gan to his wounds to lay. 
And all things els the which his art did teach : 
^ich having scene, from Gience arose away 
Ihe mother of dredd daiknesse, and let stay 
"^^u^es sonne there in the leaches cure ; 
And, backe letouming, took her wonted way 


To ronne her timely race, whilst Phoebus 
pure • 

In westerne waves his weary wagon did rccure. 

XLV 

The false Ducssa, leaving noyoiis Night, 
Returnd to stately pallacc of Dame Pryde : 
Wl^re when she came, she found the Facr^' 
knight 

Departed thence; albce his woi^des wyde 
Not throughly hcald unready were to ryde. 
Good cause hb had to hasten thence away; 

For on a day his wary Dwarfe had spyde 
Where in a dungeon deepe huge numbers 
lay 

Of caytivc wretched thralls, that waylcd night 
and day : 

XLVI 

A mefull sight as could be scene with cic , 

Of whom hc‘ learned had in secret wise 
The hiilden cause of their captivitie; 

How mortgaging their lives to Covctisc, 
Through wastfull Pride and wanton Kiotise. 
They were by law of that proud 'IVrannesse, 
Provokt with Wrath and Envyes false surmise, 
Condemned to tMht Dongeon mercilesse. 
Where they should live in wo, and dye in 
wretchednesse. 

XLVII 

There was that great proud king of Babylon, 
That would com|>cll all nations to adore, 

And him as onel y Goil to call upon ; 

Till, through cclestiall doome thrown out of 
Into an Oxe he was transformd of yore. [ dore. 
There also was king Croesus, that enhaunst 
Hu hart too high through his great richessc 
store ; 

And proud Antiocluis, the which advaunst 
His cursed hand gainst Gq|ji, and on his altares 
daunst. 

XLV 111 

And them long time before, great Nimrod was, 
'That firr* the world with sword and lire war- 
Aiul afL.;r him old Niiiiis far did pas f rayd ; 
In princely pom|>, of all the world obayd. 
There also was that mightic Monarch layd 
IjOw under all, yet above all in pride, 

That name of native syre did foulc upbrayd, 
And would as Ammons sonne be mngnitide, 
Till, scomd of God and man, a shaincfull death 
he dide. 

XLIX 

All these together in one heape were throwne, 
Like carkases of Deastes in butchers stall. 

And in another comer wide were strowne 
The Antique ruins of the Romanes fall : 
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Great Kumulus, the Grandsyre of them all ; 
Proud Tarquin, and too lonllv Jicntulus; 
Stout Suipio, and stubbonic rianniball; 
Ambitious Sylla, and stenic Marius; [nius. 
High Cacsar| great Pomi>ey, and tiers Anto- 


Amongst these mightie men were wcmen mixt, 
Proud wemcn, vaine, forgetfiill of their ydae : 
The bold Semiramis, whoso sides transtixr 
With Boniics*^own blade her fowle reproches 
spoke : 

Favre Sthenoboca, that her selfc did choke 
With wilfull chord for wanting of her will ; 
High minded Clcoi>atra, that with stroke 
Of Aspes sting her sclfe did stoutly kill ; 

And thousands moc the like that did that don- 
gcon till. 


Consumed had tlieir goods and Ihriftlesse 
how res, [stowres. 

And lastly thrown themselves into tlicse heavy 

LIJ 

Whose case whenas the carcfpl Dwarfe had 
tould, * 

And made ensample of their moumfiill sight 
Unto his Maistcr, he no longer would 
There dwell in perill of like paiKofull pligiit, 
Put earely rose; and, ere thi.t dawning 
light 

Discovered had the tvorld to hea\ on wydo, 
lie b}^ a privy Posternc tooke liis tiiglit, 

^That of no envious eyes he mote be spjule ; 
For, doubtlc^e, deat h cusewd if any linn iles- 
cryde. 

Mil 


Itcsidcs the cndlcssc routes of wretched 
thralles. 

Which thither w-ere assembled day by day 
From all the world, after their wofull fallcs, 
Through wicked prate and w'asted welthcs 
decay. 

Hut most of all, which in thgt dongeon lay,^ 
Fell from high Princes courtes, or Ladies 
bowres, 

Where they in ydle pomp, or wanton play, 


Scarse rould he footing find in that fowle w ay, 
For many corses, like a great Lay-stall, 

Of mnrdrcd men, which tliercin strow'cd lay 
Without remorse or decent funerall ; 

Which al through that great Princesse pride 
I did full, 

! And came to shamcfull end. And them besyde, 
[Forth ryding underneath the castell w’ull, 

A Donghill of dead carcases he s{)yde : 

The dreadfull spectacle of that slid house of 
Prvde. 


CANTO VI. 


From lawlesso lust by wondrous grace 
Fayre Una is releiist : 

Wliom salvage nation do^j< adore, 

And Icnrncs her wise beiieast. 


As when a ship, thatflyes fayic under saylc. 
An hidden rocke escaped hath unw'uces, 

That lay in waite her wrack tor to bewaile, 
The Marriner yet halfe amazed stares 
At perill past, and yet in doubt ne dares 
To joy at his foolhappie oversight : 

So doubly is distrest twixt )oy and cares 
* The dreadlesse corage of this Ellin knight. 
Having cscapt so sad ensamplcs in his sight. 


Yet sad he was, that his too hastie speed 
The fayre Duess’ had forst him leave behind ; 
And yet more sad, that Una, his deare dreed. 
Her truth had staynd with treason so unkind : 


Yet cryme in her could never creature find ; 
But for his love, and for her own selfe sake, 

{ She wandred had Irom one to other Ynd, 

Him for to sceke, ne ever would forsake, 

Till her unw^ares the tiers Sansloy did overtake : 

III 

Who, after Archimagoes fowle, defeat. 

Led her away into a forest wilde ; 

And, turning wratbfull fyre to lustfull heat, 

I With beastly sin thought her to have detilde, 
And made the vassall of his pleasures vilde. 
Yet first he cast by treatic, and by traynes 
Her 10 persuade that stubborne fort to yilde: 
For greater conquest of hard love he gavnes, 
Thai w'orkes it to his will, then he that it con- 
! siraines. 
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IV 

With fawning wordes ho courtod her a while; 
And, looking lovely and oft sighing sore, 
Ilereonstanthart (fid tempt witli <li verse guile : 
lint wordes, and lookes, aAd sighes slie did 
Asrockol I >iamumlslcdfast evermore, [ahhorc; 
Yet fi*r to feed his fyrie lustfull eye, 

Ik* snateht the vclc that hong her iace before: 
Then gan her hcautie shyne as briglitest .skye, 
And lairnt his beastly hart t’eflbrce her chas- 
titye. 

V 

So when he saw' his Hatt’ring arles to fayle, 
And siditilc engine.>> bett from batteree; 

Wilh gn'ody force he gan fhc for^ assayle, 
Wliereof he weend po.ssesscd soone to bee, 

And win rich spoile of ransaekt tluistitee. 

Ah heavens! tljat doc this liidcoiis .lot liehold, 
Ami heavenly virgin thus outraged see, 

Ihnv can ye ^ cngeancc j ust so long wiihhold, 
And hurle not dashing tlamc.s upon that l\iy- 
iiim bold ? 

vr 

The pitteous mayden, carofull, comfortlessc, 
Does throw out tlirilling shriekes, and shriek- 
ing cryes, 

Thelast vaiiiehclpeof womens groat distresse, 
And with loud plaintes importunoth the ««kves, 
'I’hat molten starres doe drop like w'ceping eyes ; 
And I’hmbus, dying so most shamelull sight, 
Ills Idushing face in foggy cloud impl.>es, 

And Jiydes for shame. What wilt of mortal 
wight I plight?! 

Can now devise to quitt a thrall from such al 

VII I 


TX 

'Phe wyld woodgods, arrived in the place, 
There find the virgin, doolfiill, desolate, 

VVTth rudied rayments, and layre blubbred face. 
As her outrageous foe had ^eft her late ; [hate. 
And trembling yet through (care of former 
-Ml stand ania/.cd at so uncouth sight, 

And»gin to pittie her unh.appic state : 

All stand astoiiied at her beantie bright, 

In their rude ej'cs nnworthicof 8 o%ofull plight. 

X 

She, more aiiimid, in double dread doth 
• dwell ; 

And every' tender part for fearc does shake. 

As when a greedy Wolfe, through hongcr fell, 
A scely' Limb far from the flock does take, 

Of whom he mcaiics his bloody' feu.st to make, 
A l^y'on spy'es fast running towards him, 

{'Pile innocent pray' in hast he docs forsake ; 
Winch, quitt from death, y'ct quakes in every 
hm [grim. 

W ith channge of feare, to see the Lyon looke so 

t XI 

Such fearefull fitt assaid her trembling hart, 
No word to speakc, iiejoyiit to move, she had ; 
The salvage nation feele her secret smart, 

And read her sorrow in her couiit’iiancc sad ; 
Their frowning forheades, with rough horiic.s 
Ami nistick horror, all asyde doe lay ; [yclail, 
And, gently' greiining, shew a seinblaiiee glad 
To comfort her; and, feare to put away, 

Their backw'ard bent knees teach lier humbly 
to obay. 


I'-leriiall providence, exceeding thought. 
Where none appeares 1x111 make her solfe a w.'iy 
A wondrous way' it for tlii.s Lady' w'rought, 
From Lyons clawes to pluck the gryped pr&j'. 

I lev shrill outcry es and shrieks so ioutl did bray, 
Phat all the. woodes and forcstes did resownd : 
A troupe ofKaiiiiPs .md Satyres faraw'ay' 

! Within the w'ood were dniinciiig in a rowiid, 

! Whiles old Sylvniius slept in shady arber 
so wild : 

• vin 

Wlioj when they heard that pitteous strained 
In haste forsouke their rnrall nieriinent, [voice, 
t And van towardea the far rebowiideil noyce, 

I To weet what wight so loudly' did lament. 

I Unto the place they come incontinent : 

I Whom when the raging Sara'/in espyde, 

, A rude, iiiishnpcii, monstrous rablemeiit, 
i Whoso like he never saw, he iliirst not by'de, 

I Hut got his ready steed, and fast aw'ny gan 
I ryde. 


XII 

The doubt full Dnmzell dare not yet committ 
Her single person to their bnrbannis truth ; 
Hut still twixt feare and hope amazd docasitt, 
[.ate Icurud what hnrinc to hasty trust ensu’th. 
'Phev, in compassion of her tender youth. 

Ami womjpr of her bcantiu soverayne, 

.Arc wonne wilh pilty and unwonted nith; 
And, all prostrate upon the lowly plavne, 

Uoe kissc her fecte, and fawne on her with 
connt’nance fay'iie 

xiri 

Tlieir harts she ghe.sseth *by their humble 
And yicldes her to extremitie of time : [guise, 
So from the ground she fearelcssc doth arise, 
And walkcth forth without suspect of crime. 
They, all os glad ns binles of joyous Pryme, 
Thence leaif her forth, about her daunciiig 
round, 

Shouting, and .singing all a shepheards ryme; 
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And Il'ich grocne bratinchos bt reiving all the 
ground, • I 

Do ivorship her as Qiieene with olive girlondi 
cround. 


c XJV 

And all thewrfy their merry pipes they sound. I 
That all the woods with doubled Kccho r^ng; 
And with their horned i'eet doe woare the 
groun<^, 

Leaping like wanton kids in pleasant Spring. 
So towards old Sylvanus they her bring; 

Who, with the novae awaked, oommetli out 
To wcet the cause', his iveake steps governing 
And aged limbs on C3'pressc stadle stout , * 

And with an yvie twyiie his waste is girt about. 


But, when they veiled have her hcavenlj’ grace, 
They eni’>' her in their malitious mind. 

And fly away for feare of fowlc disgrace • 

But all the Satyres scorne their woody kind, 
And liencefortir nothing lairc but heron earth 
they find. 

xi\ ' 

Glad of such lucke, the luckeicsse lucky mayd 
Did her content to filensc their feeble eyes, 
And long time with that salvage peu[>le stag'd, 
To gather breath in main' miscryes. 

During which time her gentle wit she plyea 
To teach them truth, which worshipt her in 
And made her ih' Image ol Idol.i'^rj'os ; | vainc, 
But when their boot lease zeale she <lid rcstrayiie 
From her n worship, the}' her Asse would 
worship fayn 


XV 

Far oflT he ivonders what them makes so glad ; 
Or Bacchus merry fruit they did invent. 

Or Cyhelcsfranticke rites have made them mad : 
Thej', drawing nigh, unto their God present 
That flowrc of fayth and beautic excellent. 
The God himsclfc, vewing that mirrhour rare, 
Stood long amazd, and buryit in bis intent * 
His ownc fayro Dryope now be tlnnkes not faire, 
And Pholoc fowlc, when her to this he doth 
compaire. 

XVI 

The woodbomc people fall liefore her flat, 
And worship her as Goddesse of the wood ; 
And old Sylvanus sclfe bethiiikos not M'hat 
To thiiikc of ivight so fayre, but gazing stood 
111 doubt to deaine her borne of eartlili brood : 
Sometimes dame Venus sclfe lie seemes to see : 
But Venus never bad so sober mood : 
Sometimes Diana be her takes to be, 

But missetb bow and sliaftcs, and buskins to 
her knee. « 


XX 

It fortuned, a noble ivarliUc knight 
B3' ju.st oeeasion to that forrest came 
To seeke his kindred, and the lignagu right 
From whence he twke his wcldescrved name ; 
He had in armes abroad ivonne muchell fame, 
And fild far landes with glorie of his might : 
Blaine, faithfiill, true, and eniiny of shame, 
And ever lov’d to fight for Ladies right; 

But in vanie glorious fra^'cs he litlc did delight 

XXI 

A Satyres sonne, yboriie in forrest wyld, 

By straunge adventure as ir did betyde, 

And there begotten of a I .ady m ykk 
Fai'i'e Thi'amis, the daughter of Labrydc ; 

I That ivos in sacred bandes of wcdlockc tj'de 
To T’.ierlon, a loose unruly sivayne. 

Who bad more joy to raiihge tlie forrest wvde, 
And chase the hulVagc beast with busio fiayiic, 
TheJt serve bis l.rfidies love, and waste in 
^pleasures vuyne. 


XVII 

B3’ vew of her he ginneth to revive 
His aneieiit love, and dearest Cyparfsse ; 

And calles to mind his (lourtraiture alive, 

How fayro he was, and .yet not fayre to this: 
And bow he slew with glaiineing dart amissc 
A gentle Hynd, the which the lovely boi' 

Did love as life, above all worhlly blissc*; 

For griefe whereof the lad n'onld after joj’. 
But pyiid away in anguish and sclfe-wild 
annoy. 

XVIII 

The wooldy nymphes, faire Hamadri'ades, 
Her to lieho\d do thither runne apace ; 

And all the troupe of light-foot Naiades 
Flocke all about to sec her lovel.y face ; 


XXII 

The forloriio mayd lUd with loyes longing 
buriie, 

And could not lacke her lovers company ; 

|Buf to the ivoods *,lie goes, to serve her tunic, 
And seeke her spouse that from her still doch lly , 
i And followcs other game and vpner}' : 

I A Satyre chauiibt her ivandring for to finde; 
lAnd, kindling coles of lust in brutish e3'€>. 

The loyall linkc.H ofivedloeke did uiibindc. 
And made her nersoii thrall unto his beastly 
I kind. 

I XXIII 

So long in secret cabin there he held 
Her captive to his sensuall desyre, 

Till that with timely fruit her'bell}* sweld. 
And bore a bpj' unto that salvage sj’re: 



41 


CANTO VI.] the paerte qIteene. 


Then home he suffred her for to retyre, 

For ransome leaving him thh late-borne childe ; 
Whom, till to ryper yeares he gan aspyre, 
lie nousled up in life and manners wildc, 
Emongst wild beastes and woods, from lawes 
of men exildc. • 


And then td him these womanish words gan 
*Ah Satjnrane, my dearlin^ and my joy, [say: 
For love of m4 leave off this dreadfull play ; 
To dally thus with death is no fit toy : 

Go, find some other play-fellowes, mine own 
sweet boy.’ 


For all he taught the tender ym]) w'as but 
.'o banish cowardize and bastard fcarc : 


III ilu'se .ind like dcliglites of bloody game 
llcirayiied was, till ryper years lieVaught ; 
a there abode, wliylst any beast of name 


An 


Ills trembling hand he would him force to puti wr’" ^ ^ i 

Upon IhcLvonondthenigned Ik.re; f 

A idffemtlic die Betres tUtii her whelp. to|*" "“'1 ‘I*®" 


And eke wj’ld ronng Buis ht would him make',. . - x i , 

To lame, and rj-de their baekes, not made •» iSdVrlmSst"Z?l^dtniJ™ 


bcarc; 


And far abroad for straunge adventures sought. ; 
' In which his might was never overthrowne ; 


And the Hobickesiiiflighttoovtftake, [quake.! never ov'erthrowne ; 

niat cverie beast for fSire of bmi did liy, and ' 


• . x.w 

Thereby so fcarlesse and so fell he grew, 

That his own svre, and maister of liis guise. 
Did often ireniole at his.horrid vew ; 

And oft, for dread of hurt, would him advise 
'I'hc angry beastes not rashly to despise. 

Nor too much to provoke ; for he would learne 
The Lyon stoup to him in lowly wise, 

(A lesson hard) and make the Libbard sterue 
Leave roaring, when in rage he for revenge did 
earne. 

XXVI 

And for to make his powre approved more, 
Wyld beastes in yron yokes he ivould compcll ; 
The spotted Panther, and the tusked Bore, 
The Pardalc swift, and the Tigre cruell, 

Tlie Antelope, and Wolfe both fiers and fell ; 
And them constrainc in oquall tome to dranr. 
Such joy lie liad their stubbome harts to quell. 
And stiirdie courage tame with dreadf|^ll aw, 
Tliat his behcast they feared as a t jt.iu8 law. 


XXX 

Yet evermore it was his manor faire, 

Af'.cr long labours and adventures s))cnt. 

Unto those native ivoods for t«» repaire, 

To sec liis syre and ofspring aiincieut. 

And now he thither came for like intent; 
Where be unwares the fairest Una found, 
Straunge Lady in so straunge habiliment. 
Teaching the'Sftyms, which her sat around, 
Trew sacred lore, wliich from lier sweet lips did 
redound. 

XXXI 

He wondred at her wisedomc hevcnly rare, 
Whose like in womens witt he never knew ; 
j And, when her curteous deeds he did compare, 
I Gan her admire, and her .sad sorrowes row, 

' Blaming of Fortune, w'hieh such troubles threw, 
i And joyd to make proofe of her cruelty 
I On gentle Dome, so hurt lease and so trew' : 
I'llicnceforth he kc]it her goodly company. 
And learad her discipline of faith and verity. 


XXVIl 

His loving mother came ii|)oii a day 
Unto the woodcs, to sec her little sonne ; 

And chaunst iiuwarcs to meet him in the way. 
After his sportes and cruell pastime domic ; 
When after him a Lyoiiesse did runiie. 

That roarihg all with rage did lowd requere 
Her children deare, wlioiii he away had wonuc : 
The Lyon wliclpes she saw hoiv he did bcarc. 
And lull in rugged armes ivithouten childish 
feare. 


xxjflli 

But she, all vowd unto the Bcdcrossc Knight, 
ills wandring pcrill closely did lament, 

Nc ill Allis new acquaintaunce could delight ; 
But her deai'e heart with anguish did torment, 
And all her witt in secret counsels spent. 

How to escape. At last in privy wise 
To Satyrane she shewed her intent ; 

Who, glad to gain such favour, gan devise. 
How with that pensive Maid he best migUV 
thence arise. 


XXVIIl 

The fearefull Dame all quaked at tlie sight, 
And turning backe gan fast to fiv aw^' ; 
Untill, with love revokt from value almglit, 
She hardly yet perswaded >vas to stay, 


XXXIII 

So on a day, when Satyres all were gone 
To do their 8er^’ice to Sylvanus old. 

The gentle virgin, left liehinde alone, 
lie led away with comge stout and bold. 
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Too late it was to Satyros to be Fold, 

Or ever hope reco\or her agnine : 

In vaiiic he seekes that havinjj cannot hold. 

So fast he carried her with carefiill painc, 

That they the woods are past, and come now 
to the plame. 

^XXXIV 

The better pajt now of the lin^jrin^ day 
Tlioy truveild had, whenas th^y lar espic^ 

A weary wight forwandring b the way : 

And towards him they gan m laste to ride. 

To Aveete of ffewes that did abroad betide, 

Or tidings of her knight of the lledeross,e , 

But he them spying gnti to turtle aside j 

For feare, as seemd, or ftir sonic leignetl losst* : 
More greedy they of newes fast towards hnn^ 
do crossc. I 


Both breathing vengeaunee, both of wratlifull 
hew. 

Myfearelnl (U'sh did tremble at their strife, 
To see tlieir blades so greedily irnbrew, 

That, dmiikc with blood, yet thristed after life : 
What more? tliC'KedcroVc knight was slain 
with Pavnim knite.’ * ) 


‘Ah! dearest Lord,’ (ipioth slit) ‘ liow raigiit 
that bee, 

And he the stoutest knight that ?ver >^011110?’ 

• Ah ! dearest ilaine,’ (quoth hee) ‘ how might I 
sec 

The thing that miglit not he, and yet was doiineV’ 

‘Where is,’ ^sanl Salyrane) ‘that Pay mins 
sonne, 


XXXV 

A silly man, in simple weeds forwome, j 
And solid avilIi dust of the long dried AAuy ; j 
Ills sandales A\orc with toilsome travell tome,' 
And face all tand Avith scorehiiig sunny ray, 
As he had traveild many a sommers day 
'I'lirough boyling sands of Arabic and Vnde, 
And in his I'land a Jacobs slafie, to stay 
His Aveary limbs upon ; and eke beliimt 
Ills scrii) did hang, in Avhich ^iis needments he 
did bind. 

XX XVI 

The knight, approching nigh, of him inquerd 
I’idings of Ararre, and of adventures new ; 

But Avarres, nor new adventures, noue he herd. 
Then Una gan to aske, if ought he kncAV, 

Or heard abroad of that her champion trcAV, 
That in his armour bare a croslet red ? 

Ay me ! Deare dame,’ (quoth he) ‘ well .nay 
I rcAv 

'’I’o tell the sad sight which mine eics have red ; 
These cies did sec that knight both living and 
eke ded.’ 

'yfxvil 

That crnell word her tender hart so thrild, 
'J'hat siiddeiii cold did romic through CA'cry 
And stony liorrour all her sences tild [ value, 
With d^ing litt, that doAvne she fell fof paine. 
'I’hc knight her lightly reared up agaiiic, 

And comforted wuli curteous kind reliefe : 
Then, wonne from death, she bad him tellen 
plainc 

The further proceasc of her hidden griefe : 

^he lesser pangs can beore who hath endur’d 
the chief. 

XXXVIII 

Then gan the Pilgrim tlius : ‘ I cliauiist this 
This fatal! day that shall I eA'er rew. [ day, 
To sec two knights, in traA^ell on my Avay, 

(A sory sight) arraiing’d in batteill new, 


That him of life, and us of joy, hath rcftc?’ 
‘Notlaraway.’ (quoth he) ‘ he hence doth Avonne, 
Foreby a foiinlanie, Avbcre, I late him lefic 
Washing his bloody Avoiinds, that through the 
Steele Avcrc clefts’ 

XI, 

Therewith the knight thence niarclicd forth 
in bast, 

Whiles Pna, Avitli huge boaviiiessc opprest, 
Could not lor soitoav foIloAV him so fast; 

And soone be came, ns he the place hadgliesi, 
Whereas that Pagan proud him selfe did rest 
In secret shadoAV by a foimtaine side : 

ICven he it was, that earsi, Avoiihl have supprest 
Fairc Una; whom Avlieii Sutyiuue espide, 
With foule repioehlull Avords he boldly him 
delidc, 

Vl,l 

And said; ‘Arise, thou eursetl Miscreaiint, 
That la,.i Avith knight lesse guile, and Ircch- 
croiis train, ' [ vaunt 

Fairc .Ivinglithood fowlv shamed, and ilocst 
That good knight, of the Keclcrosse to have slain : 
Arise, and Avith like treason now maintain 
Tliy guilty wrong, or els thee guilty yield.’ 
The Sarazin, tins licnriiig, rose amaiiu 
And, catching up in hast his three-square ‘•hield 
And shining helinel, soone him buckled to the 
field. 

Xl.ll 

And, drawing nigh him. said ; ‘ Ah ! mishoni 
In CAull houre thy foes thee hither sent f Fife, 
Anothers Avrongs to wreak upon thy selfe : 
Yet ill thou blaniest me for liaving* blent 
IMy name with guile and irniteroiis intent : 
That liedcrosae knight, perdie, 1 never sIoav ; 
Blit had he beene where earst his armes Avere 
lent, 
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Tir eiichaunter vaine hiserrour should not rew: 
But thou his errour shalt, T hope, now proven 
trew.’ 

\UII 


T^d with thctr noise whiuh through the nire 
was thrown, [ had soavu. 

Arriv’d wher in erth their fruitles blood 


Therewith they ^an. both furious and fell, 

To thunder blowes, and tiersly to assaile 
Each other, beiit his cnimy to quell. 

That A\ith their force tliey perst both |ilate 
and mailc. 

And made wide furrowea in their fleshes frailo, 
'J'hat it would pilty any livin/' eio. [raile. 
Large floods of blood udowne their sides did 
But floods of blood could not them satisfle : 
Both hongred after death ; both chose to win, 
or die. 

XMV 


Whom all so soone as that proud Snra/in 
Espide, he gau revive the igemory 
Of his lend lusts, and late attcipptrd sin. 

And Jeftc the douhtfiill battel I hastily. 

To catch her, newly oflTied to his cie. 

But Satyrane, with strokes him iiirning, staid, 
And sternely bad him other husiftessc jdie 
Then hunt the steps of pine unspotted Alaid: 
Wlieiewith he al enrag’d these bitter speaciics 
said. 


So long they fight, and full rcvefkge pursue, ‘O foolish faeiies soiinc' wha! fury mad 
'Phat, fainting, each themselves to breatheii lett, Hath thee incenst to hast thv dolefull fate? 
And, ofte refreshed, battell oft renue. Were it not better 1 that Lady had 

As when two Bores, ivith rancling malice niett,'Theii that thou hadsl. lepeuted it loo late V 
Their gory sides fresh bleeding fiercely Irett; Afostscncelcsse man he, that himselfe doth liate. 
Til brcathlessc botli themselves aside retire. jTo love another: Lo ’ then, for thine ayd, 
Where foining wrath their* cruell tuskes they j Here take thy lovers token on thy pate.’ 

w liett, [ respire, ' So they to tight ; the whiles the royall Alayd 

And trample th’ earth, the w-hiles they may Fledd farre away, of that proud Pai'iiim sore 
Then backe to tight againe, new brcalhcdaiidj afrayd. 

entire. I • xi.viii 

XLV I But that false Pilgrim, which tliat leasing 

So fiersly, when these knights had breathed Being in deed old Arcliimage, did stay [told, 
once, I In secret shadow all this to behold ; 

'Phey gan lo fight rctouriie, increasing more | And much rejoyced m their bloody fray : 

'Pheir puissant force, and cruell rage attonce, i But, w'hen he saw the Uamscll passe away, 
With heaped strokes more hugely then heforc; |He left his stonri, and her piirscwd apace, 

That with their drery ivouiids, anil bloody gore, , In hope to bring her to her last decay. 

They both, deformed, scarscly could bceknoivn. But for to tell her lamentable eacc, [place. 
By this, soil Uiia fraught with anguish sore, And eke this battels end, will need another 


• CANTO VII. 

The Ecdcrossc kniiilit is caiitive niartfs 
11 V CJynunt jironil oppifst : 

Priiue Arthiire mwts ivitli yiui great- 
ly wltii those iioucs distresi. 


I II 

W'liATinansowisc.w'hatoaTthly w’lttsoAvare,' AVho when, returning from the drery Night, 
/'s (o disery the crafty cunning traiiie, , She fowmd not in that perilous lious of Pryde, 

By which deceipt doth tnaskc in visour faire, i Where she had left the noble Kedcrosse knight, 
A.nd cast her coulours, died deepe in grniiie, iHer hoped pray, she would no longer byde. 

To sceme like truth, whose shape she W’cll can But forth she went to seeke him far and wide. 

fame, • Ere long she fownd, whereas he wearic sate 

And fitting gestures to her purpose frame, .To reste him selfe forehy a fountaine syde, 
The gniltlesse man with guile lo eiitertuiiie ? Disarmed all of yroii-coted Plate ; 
Creatmaistrcsseoflicrart was that false Dame, And by his side hisstoed the grassy forage 
The false Ducssa, cluked with Fidessacs name. i ate. 
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III 

Hce feecle-s upon the cooling shad^ and bayes 
His Rweatic forehead in the bathing wynd, 
Which through the trembling leaves full 
gently playcs, 

Wherein the ctivarefull birds of sundry kynd 
Doechaiint swcet^usick to delight his mynd. 
The witch approctiing gan him fayrely greet, 
And with rcproch of carelesiics iiiikyiid ^ 
IJpbrnyd, for leaving her in place unmeet, 
With fowle vrords tempriiig faire, sourc gall 
with^iiony sweet. 

IV 

Unkindnesse past, they gan of solace treat, 
And bathe in picasaunce of the joyous shades 
Wliich shielded them against the hnyling heat, 
And with grecne boughes decking a gloomy 
glade, 

About the fountainc like a girlond made ; 
Whose bubbling wave did ever freshly well, 
Ne ever would through fervent sommer fade : 
The sacred Nymph, which therein il'ont to 
dwell, 

W'aa out of Dianes favor, as it then befell. 

V 


jUpstai^d lightly from his looser make, 

And his unready Veapons gan in hand to take. 

VIII 

But ere he could his armour on him dight, 

Or gett his shield, his monstrous enimy 
With stiirdic steps came stalking infills sight, 
An hideous Oeaunt, horrible and hye. [skyc ; 
'lliat with his tallnesse seemd to threat the 
The ground eke groned under him for dreed : 
His living like saw never living eye, 

Ne durst behold : his stature dia exceed [ seed. 
The hight of three the tallest soiines of mortall 

IX 

The greatest Eartli his uncouth mother was, 
And biustrkig A<lolus his boasted syre ; 

Wlio with. his breath, which through the world 
doth pas. 

Her hollow womb did secretly* inspy re, 

And fild her hidden caves with stofmic yrc, 
That she conceiv’d ; and trebling the dew time 
In which the woinl^s of wemen doc expyre, 
Brought forth this monstrous masse of earthly 
slyme, f full cryme. 

Puft up with emptic wynd, and fild with sin- 




The cause was this : one dav|when Phoebe fayre 
With all her band was folfowing the chacc, 
This nymph, quite tyr’d with heat of scorching 
Sattdowne to rest in middest of the race : [ayre. 
The goddesse wroth gan fowly her disgrace. 
And badd the wat3i8, which irom her did flow. 
Be such as she her selfe was then in place. 
Thenceforth her waters wexed dull and slow. 
And all that drinke thereof do faint and feeble 
grow. 

VI 

Hereof this gentle knight unweeting ivas; 
And lying downe upon the sandie graile, 
Dronke of the streame, as cleare as christall 
Eftsoones his manl^ forces gan to fayle, Tglati : 
And mightic strong was turnd to feeble frayle. 
His chaunged powres at first them selves not 
Till crudled cold hb corage gan assayle, [felt ; 
And chearefiil blood infayntnes chillMid melt, 
Which like a fever fit through all his bodie 
swell. 

vli 

Yet goodly court he made still to hb Dame, 
Pourd out in loosnesse on the grassy grownd, 
Both carelesse of his health, and of hb fame ; 
Till at the last he heard a dreadfull sownd. 
Which through the wood loud bellowing did 
rebownd, 

Thit all the «> 8 rth fiur terror seemd to shake. 
And trees did tremble. Th’ Elfe, therewith 
aslownd, 


X 

So growen great, through arrogant delight 
Of th’ high descent whereof he was yborne. 
And through presumption of bis matchlesse 
might. 

All other powres and knighthood he did scorne. 
Such now he marcheth to this man forlornc, 
And left to losse ; hb stalking steps are stayde 
Upon a snaggy Oke, which he had tome 
Out of hb mothers bowelles, and it mode 
Hb mortall mace, wherewith his foemcn he 
dismayde. 

^ * XI 

That, .when the knight he spyde, he gan ad- 
• vaunce 

With huge force and insupportable maync, 
And towardcs him with dreadfull fury pfaunce ; 
Who hapdesse, and eke hopelessc. all in vaine 
Did to him pace sad battailc to darraync, 
Disarmd, disgras^ and inwardly dismayde ; 
And oke so faint in every joynt and vay'ne. 
Through that fraile fountain which him feeble 
made, [ single blade. 

That scarsely could he wccld his bootlcsse 

XU 

The Gcaunt strooke so maynly mercUesse, 
That could have overthrowne a stony towre ; 
And, were not hevenly grace that did him 
blesse. 

He had beene pouldrcd all as thin os flowre : 
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But lie was wary of that deadly stowre, 

And lightly lept from underneath the blow : 
Tct 80 exceeding was the villeins powre, 

That with the winde it did him overthrow, 
And all his sences stound that still he lay full 
low. 

XIII 

As when that divelish yron Pmgin, wrought 
III deepest Hell, and framd by Furies skill, 
With windy Nitre and quick Sulphur fraught, 
And ramd with bullet rownd, ordiund to kill, 
Conceiveth fyre, the heavens it -doth (111 
With thuiulring noyse, and all the ayre doth 
choke, 

That none can breath, nor sec, nor heare at will, 
Through smouldry cloud of duskish stincking 
smoke ; [ escapk the stroke. 

That th’ only breath him daunts, who hath 


So daunted when the Geaunt saw the knight, 
His heavie hand he heaved up on hyc. 

And him to dust thought to have battred 


TJntill Duessa loud to him gan cryc, 

* O great Orgoglio ! greatest under skye, 

0 ! hold thy mortall hand for Ladies sake ; 
Hold for m^* sake, and doe him not to dye, 

But vanquisht thine eternall bondslave make. 
And me, thy worthy meed, unto thy Leman 
take.*^ 


He 


hearkned, and did stay from further 
harmes, 

To gayne so goodly guerdon as she spake : 

So willingly she came into his armes, 

Who her as willingly to grace did take, 

And was possessed of his newfound maktf 
Then up he looke the slombred sencelcsse| 
corse, • • 

And, ere he could out of his swowne awake, 
Him to his castle brought with hastie forse. 
And in a Dongeoii deepe him threw witliout 
remorse. 

.NVI 

From^ that day forth Duessa was his deare. 
And highly honourd in his haughtie eye : 

11«' gave her gold and purple pall to weare. 
And triple crowne set on her head full hye. 
And her endowd with royall majestye. 

Then, for to make her dteaded more of men. 
And peoples hartes with awfull terror tye, 

A monstrous beast ybredd in filthy fen 
He chose, which he nad kept long time in dork- 
som den. 


Such one it was, as that renowmed Snake 
Which great Alcides in Stremona slew, 

Long fostred in Vhe filth of Lerna lake : 

Whose many heailes, out budding ever new. 
Did breed him endlesse labor to subdew. 

But this same Monster much more ugly was, 
For seven great heads out of his body grew, 
An yron brest, and back of scaly bras. 

And oil embrewd in blood his eyes did shine 
as glas. 

XVIII • 

His tayle was stretched out in wondrous 
length. 

That to the hous of hevenly gods it raught : 
And with extorted powre, and borrow’d 
strength. 

The everburning lamps from thence it braught. 
And prowdly threw to ground, as things of 
naught ; 

And underneath his filthy feet did tread 
The sacred thinges, and holy heastes fore- 
taught. 

Upon this dreadfull Beast with sevenfold head 
He sett the false Duessa, for moro aw and 
dread. 

•• XIX 

The wofull Dwarfe, which saw his maisters 
fall 

Whiles he had keeping of his grasing steed. 
And valiant knight become a caytive thrall. 
When all was past, tookc up his forlome weed ; 
His mightie Armour, missing must at need ; 
His silver shield, now idle, maisterlesse ; 

His poynant speare that many made to bleed. 
The rueful muniments of heavinesse ; 

And with them all departes to tell his great 
distresse. 


He had not travaild long, grhen on the way 
He wofull Lady, wofull Una, met, 

Fast flying ftoin that Paynims greedy pra}’, 
Whilest Satyrane him from pursuit did let . 
Who when her eyes she on the Dwarf had set. 
And saw the signes that deadly tydinges spake, 
She fell to ground for sorrowfiill regret. 

And lively breath her sad brest did forsake ; 
Yet might her pitteous hart be scene to pant 
and quake. 

XXI 

The messenger of so unhappie newes 
Would faille have dyde: dead was his hwt 
within, 

Tet outwardly some little comfort shewes. 

At last, recovering hart, he does begin 
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To nibb her temples, and to chanfc her chin, 
And everic tender part does tussc and turnc : 
So hardly he the ditted life does win 
Unto her native prison to retoftrne; 

Then gins her grieved ghost thus to lament 
and mourn c: 

XXII 

‘Ye dreary instriUnents of dolefull sight. 

That doe t his ‘deadly spectacle behold. 

Why doe ye longer' feed on loathed light, | 
Or liking iind to gaze on ear! hly mould, 

Silh eruell fctes the earefull threds unfoiild, 
The wliieh my life and love together l.yde ? 
Now let the stony dart of .sencelesse cold 
Perce to my hart, and pas through everie side. 
And let etcmall night so sad sight fro me hydik 

XXIII 


The wretched payre transformd to trefoi mould ; 
The house of Pryde, and perilles round about ; 
The combat which he with Sansjoy did hould ; 
nie lucklesse conflict with the Gj'aunt stout. 
Wherein captiv'd, of life or death he stood in 
doubt. 

XXVII j 

She heard with patience all unto the end, 
And strove to maister sorrowfnll assay, 

Which greater grew the more she <lid contend, 
And almost rent her tender hart ir tway , 

And love fresJi coles unto her lire did Jiiy ; 

For greater love, the greater is the losse. 

Was never Uady loved dearer day 
Then she did love the knight of tiie iledcrosse, 
For whos(‘ deare sake so many troubles her 
did tftssc. 


‘O lightsome day ! the lampe of highest Jove, 
First made by him mens wandring wayes to 
gnyde. 

When, darknesse he in deejiest dongeon drove, 
Henceforth thy hated face for ever hyde. 

And shut up heavens windowcs shyning w'yde; 
For earthly sight can nought but sorrow breed, 
And late repentance wdiich shall long abyde: 
Mine eyes no more on vanilie shall teed,' 

Hut seeled up wit-h deatlf shall have their 
deadly meed.’ 

xxiv 

Then downeagaine .she fell unto the ground. 
Hut he her (luickly reared up againe : 

Thrise did she sinlie adowne in deadly swownd, 
And thrise he her reviv’d with busie painc. 

At last when life recover’d had the rainc. 

And over-wrestled his strong eniray, 

SVith foltring tong, and trembling e> crie vaine, 
‘Tell on,’ (quoth she) ‘the wofull Tragedy, 
The which these reliques sad present unto 
mine eye. 

XXV 

‘Tempest uousfurtnnc hath spent all herspight. 
And thrilling sorrow throi\nie his utmost dart: 
'J'hy sad teng cannot tell more heavy ])llght 
Then that 1 feele, and harbour in mi'me hart : 
Who hath endur’d the -whole can bcare ech 
part. 

If death it be, it is not the iir.st wound [ smart. 
That launched hath my brest with bleeding 
Hegin, and end the bitter balefull stound : 

If lessethen that 1 fearc, more favour 1 have 
found.’ 

XXVI 

Then gan the Dwarfe the whole discourse de- 
nie subtile traines of Archimago old , [clare ; 
The wanton loi es of false Fidessa fay re, [bold ; 
Hought with the blood f‘f vaiiauisht Paynim 


XXVIII 

At last when fervent sorrow Slaked w-as. 

She up arose, resolving him to find 
Alive or dead; and forward forth doth pas, 

All as the Dwarfe the w-ay to her assynd ; 

And evermore, in constant earefull mind. 

She fedd her wound with fresh renewed bale. 
Long tost with stormes, and bet wi.li bitter 
w'liid. 

High over hills, and low'e adow-ne the dale. 
She w-aiidred many a wood, and mcasurd many 
a A ale. 


x\i\ 

At last .she channeed by good hap to meet 
A goodly knight, laire marching by the way. 
Together with his Squyre, aruyed meet : 

His glitterand armour shined far away. 

Like gla-mcing light of Phoebus brightest 
ray; 

From top to toe no place appeared bare, 
That^eadly dint of steele endanger may. 
AthAvart his bre.st a bauldrick brave beware, 
Tbirt shind, like tAvinkling stars, Avith stones 
most pretious rare. 


XXX 

And in the midst thereof one pretious stone 
Of Avondrous Avorth, and eke of wondrous 
mights, 

Shapt like a Ladies head, exceeding shone. 
Like Hesperus emongst the lesser lights. 

And strove for to amaze the Aveaker sights : 
Thereby his mortall blade full comely hong 
In yvory sheath, ycarv’d with curious slights, 
Whose hilts were biimisht gold, and handle 
strong 

Of mother perle ; and buckled lyUU a golden 

tong. 
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Ilis hnuK^itie llplniet, horrid all with f;old, 


XXXVI 

Nc let it sccnie that credence this execodes ; 


Both gloriouB brightnessc and groat terrour For he that made the same was knowne right 
For all the crest a Dragon did enfold [bredd : well * 

With greedie ]jawcs, and over all did spredd iTo have done much more admirable deedes. 
Jlis golden winges: his dreadfull hideous hedd,: It Merlin was, ^^lIich whylome did excell 
Close coiiebed on the bevcr.*seemd to throw All living wightes in might of magicke spell : 
Fromtlaminginbiithbrighthpareklestiery redd, Both shield and sword, ifhd armour all he 
That snddeiiie horroiir to faint hartes did* show ;] WTOught 

For tiiis young Prince, w'licn first to armes he 
tell ; 

But, when hedyde, the Faery Quec»eil bioiight 
To Faerie loud, where yet it may be seene, il 
sought : 

xwvii 

•A gentle youth, hisdearely loved Squire, 

His hpeare of heben wood behind him bare, 
Whose harmeful head, thrise heated in the lire. 
Had riven many a l^rest w ith ]ukehend sijnare : 
A goodly iierson, and eould menage faire 
Uis stnbbornc steed with eurbed ean<m bitt. 
Who under him did 1 rumple as tbeaire, 

And ehauft tliat any on ids baeke should sitt : 
The yron row'cls into frothy fome he bitt, 

WXVIII 

Wlionas this kni^it nigh to the Bady drew, 
With lo\ely court he gan her entertaiiie; 

But, when he heard her answ’ers loth, he knew 
Some sei'rct. sonow' did her heart distraint* ; 
Which to allay, and ealme licr storming jiaine, 
Faire leeling words he wisely gan display. 
And for her humor tilting purpose faino. 

To tempt the cause it selfc for to bewray, 
Wherewitli cnmovd, these bleeding w'or'ds she 
gan to say. 

XXXIX 

* Wliat w orlds delight, or joy of living spench. 
Can hart, so jilungd in sea iJf soriwves deep, 
And heajied with .so huge misfortunes, reach ? 
The carefiill cold beginnetb fcr to creep, 

And in my heart his yron arrow' steep, 

Soone ns 1 thinke upon my bitter bale. 


And scaly tayle was stretcht adowne his back 
full low. 

XXXII 

Upon tJic top of all his loftie crest, 

A boiiueh of heares discolouid dixcrsly. 

With sprincled pearle and gold full richly 
drest. 

Did shake, and seemd to daunce for jollity, 
Jjike to an almond tree j’mounted uye 
( )n top of grocne Selinis r.ll alone, 

With blossoms Jirave bedecked daintily ; 
Whose tender locks <lti tremble every one 
At everie little breath that under heaven is 
blowne. 

XXXIll* 

His w'arlike shield .all closely cover’d was, 
might of mortall eye be ever seene; 

Mot made of steele, nor of enduring bra**. 

Such earthly mettals soon consumed beene, 
Bur all of Diamond perfect ]mre and cleenc 
It framed w'as, *»ne massy entim mould, 

Hew’cn out ot Adamant rocke with engines 
keeiie. 

That point of .speare it never percen could, 

Ne dint of direiull sword ilivide the substance 
would. 

XXXIV 

I'lie same to w’ight he never w'ont disclose, 
But whena.s monsters huge he would dismay. 
Or daunt imequall armies of his foes, 
t)r when the Hying heavens he would alftay ; 
For so exceeding shone his gli.sirmg ray. 

That I'lioibiis golden face it did attaint. * 

As w'beii n cloud his beanies doth over-lay; 
And silver Cynthia wexed pale and fayiit, 


As when her face is stavnd W'ith inagieke arts]*^**®^* lielplesse hamies yts lietter hidden keep, 
constraint. * Then rip tip gride where it may not avuilc : 

XXXV comfort is my woes to weeiie and 

Mo magicke^nrts hereof had any might, wailc. 

Mor bloody wordcs of bold Kncirnunters call ; xi, 

But all that was not such ns seemd in sight ‘ Ah Lady dearc,’ (piotb then the gentle knight, 
Bciore that shield did fade, and .suddeine fall ‘ Well may I ween your griefe is w'ondrous 
And when him li.st the raskall routes appall, j great ; 1 upright. 

Men into stones therewith he could tramsmew',* For wondrous great griefe groncth in my 
And stones to dust, and dust to nought at all; Whiles thus 1 lieare you of V'liirsorrowes treat. 
And, when him list the prouder look cs subdew, But, w'oefull Lad}', let me you intrtde, 

Ho would them ga'/Ang blind, or tume t<i other For to unfold the* anguish of your hart ; 
hew', .Mishaps are maistred by advice discrete, 
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And counsell mitigates the greatest smart : i 

Found never help wlio never would his hurts 
impart.' 

XLI « 

*0, but,' (quoth she) ‘great gnefe will not be 
tould, 

And can more easily lie thought then said.' 

‘ Right so,’ (quoth fie) ‘but he that never would 

Could never : will to might gives greatest aid.* 

‘ But griefe,’ (quoth she) ‘ does greater grow dis- 
plnid,' 

If then it lityl not heipe, and breeds dcspairc.’ , 

‘Despaire breeds not; (quoth he) ‘where faith is Of (iloriane, great (iueene of glor> brig 
staid.’ f paire.’i kingdomes seat Cleopolis is iwl ; 

No faith so fast,’ (quoth she) ‘but flesh dt«a There to obtaine some such redoubted knight. 


That famous harde atchievements still pursew; 
Yet never any could that girloiid win, 

But all still shronlce^ and still he greater grew: 
All they, for want of faith, or guilt of sin, 

The pitteous pray of his fiers cruelty have bin. 


‘At last, yled with far reported praise, J sprod. 
Which Hying fame throughout the world had 
Of doughty knights, M'hom Faery land did raise, 
That noble order hight of maidenhed, 
Forthwith to court of Cloriane I soed, 

■ ht, 


‘ Flesh may empairc,' (quoth he) ‘but reason caqj 
repaire.’ 

XMI 

Ills goodly reason, and well-guided speach. 

So dce[)e did settle in her gracious thought. 
That her perswaded to disclose the breach 
Which love and fortune in her heart had 
wrought ; [ brought 

And said ; * Faire Sir, I hope good hap hath 
You to inquere the secrets of my griefe. 

Or that your wiaedome will direct my thought. 
Or that your prowesse can me yield reliefe : 
Then, hcare the story sad, wLicli £ shall tell you 
briefe. 

XLIII 

‘The forlorne Maiden, whom your eies have 


The laughing stocke of fortunes mockeries, 

Am th’ onely daughter of a King and Queene, 
Whose parents dearc, whiles equal destinies 
Did ronne about, and their felicities 
The favourable heavens did not envy. 

Did hpred their rule through all the territories, 
Which Phisonand Euphrates floweth b^'.f ally: 
And Gchoiis golden waves doe wash continu- 
XLIV 

‘ Till that their cftiell cursed enemy, 

An huge great Dragon, horrible in sight. 

Bred in the loathly lakes of Tartary, 

With murdrous ravine, and devouring mighty 
Their kingdorne spoild, and countrey wasti^ 
quight : 

Themselves, for feare into his jawes to fall. 

He forst to castle strong to take their fiighl; 
Where, fast embanl in mighty brasen wall. 

He has them now fowr years besiegd to make 
them thrall. 

XLV 

‘ Full many knights, adventurous and stout. 
Have eiveriiriz'd that Monster to subdew. 
From every coast that heaven walks about 
Have thither come the iiolile Martial crew 


That Parents deare from tyrants powre deliver 
might. 

XLVII 

‘ Yt was my chaunce (my chaunce was faire 
and gooil) 

There for to find a fresh ubproved knight ; 
Whose manly hands imbrewd in guilty blood 
Had never b^ne, ne ever by his might 
Had throwne to ground the unregarded right : 
Yet of his prowesse proofe he since hath made 
(I witnea am) in many a cruell fight; 

The groning ghosts of* many one dismaide 
Have felt the bitter dint of his avenging blade. 


‘ And ye, the forlorne reliques of his powre. 
His biting sword, and his devouring sneare. 
Which have endured many a drcadfull stowre. 
Can speake his prowesse that did earst you beare. 
And well could rule; now he hath left you 
To be the record of his ruefull lossc, [ hcare 
And of my dolefull disaventurous deare. 

O ! hcavie reconl of the good Kedcrosse, 

Where have yee left your lord that could so 
well you tosse ? 

XI.IX 

* Welf hoped I, and faire beginnings had, 
jThat he my captive lani^or should redeeme : 
'Fill, all unweeting, an Knehaunter bad 
His sence abusd, and made him to misdeeme 
My loyalty, not such as it did seeme, 

That rather death desire then such despiglit. 
Be judge, ye heavens, that all things right 
cstceme, ' 

How 1 him lov’d, and love with all my might. 
So thought 1 eke of him, and think Tthought 
aright. 

L 

‘Thenceforth me desolate he quite forsooke. 
To wander where wilde fortune would me lead, 
And other bywaics he himselfe betooke, 
i Where never footc of living wight did tread, 
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That brought not backe the balefull biKl y dead : | 
In which him ciiaimced ial^tf Duessa ineete, 
liline unely fuc, mine onely deadly dread ; 
Who with her witchcraft, and missecmiiig 
sweete, 

Inveigled him to follow her desires unmeete. 

i.i 

• At last, by subtile sleights she him bctiaid 
Unto his foe, a Gyauiit huge and tall , 

Who him disarmed, dissolute, dismaid, 
Uiiwares surprised, and with mighty mall 
The niodster inercilesse him made to fall. 
Whose lall did never foe before behold : 

And now iii darkesome dungeon, wrelehed 
thrall, 


I liemedilesse fur aie he doth him hold. 

This is my cause of griefe, more great then 
may be told.’ 


i.ii 

Kre she had ended all she gau to faint : 

Hut he her comforted, and laire bespakc : 

‘ CertCB, Madame, ye have great cause of plaint , 
j '1 hat ^loutest heart, 1 weenc, could cause to 
I quake : 

I But be of eheare, and citmfort ^oii take ; 
.For till I have acquitt your captive knight, 
Assure your selfe 1 will you not forsake.’ 

His chcurefull words reviv’d her chearelesse 
spnglit, ( ever right, 

ill* forth they went, the Dwarfe them guiding 




CANTO VIII. 


Fairo virgin, to redeeme her deare, 

Brings Arthure to the fight : 

Who slayca the Gyaunt, wounds the beast, 

• And strips Diiessa qiiight. 

I .Of that same homes great virtues weren told, 

At me ! how many perils doe enfold i VVluch had approved bene in uses manifold. 

The righteous man, 'to make him daily fall. 

Were not that heavenly grace doth him uphold, 

And stedfast truth acquite him out of all. Was never wight that heartl that shrilling 
Her love is firme, her care c-ontinuall, ^ sownd, . , , , . 

So oft as he, through his own foolish pnde trembling feare did feel in every vaine : 

Or weaknes, is to siiifull bands made thrall : 1 Three miles it might be easy hcanl arownd, 
Els should this Eedcrosse knight in bands have And Ecchoes three aunswer’d it selfe againe : 

I' thither guyd. ' hilse enchauntment, nor deceiptfull traine, 
For whose deliverance she this Prince dotli Might once abide the terror of that blast. 

Hut presently was void and wholly vaine : 

No gate so strong, no locke so firme and fast, 
But with that percing noise flew open quite, 
or brast. 


They sadly traveild thus, untill they came 
Nigh to a castle buildod strong and bye ^ 

Then cryde the Dwurfc, ‘Lo! yonder is the, 

same, , j The same before the Gcaunts gate he blew. 

In which my Lord, mv liege, doth lucklesse ly ; That all the castle quaked ffom thegrownd, 
Thrall to that Gyaunts hatefull tvranny; ]And every dore of freewill open dew. 
Therefore, deare Sir, your mighticpowres'assay.’ ' The Gyaunt selfe, dismaied with that sow’iid, 
The noble knight alighted by and by i Where he^with his Duessa tialliaunce fonnd, 

From loftie steed, and baild the Ladie stay. '< I» hast came rushing forth from inner bowre, 
To see whateud of fightshould him befall that. With staring couiuenance steroc, us one 
day. , astownd, [ stowre 

' And staggering steps, to weet what suddein 
Iliad wrought that liorrur strange, and dat’d 


So with his Squire, th’ admirer of his might, 
He marched forth tow.ardes that castle wall, 
Whose gates he fowiid last shutt, ne living 
wight 

To warde the same, nor answere commers call 

'I'lian L! 1 I 1 II 


his dreaded puwTe. 


VI 


And after him the proud Duessa came. 
High mounted on her many headed beast. 


Then tooke that Sqniroan home of bugle small, And every head with fyrie tongue did flame^ 
Which hong adowne his side in twisted gold ; And every head was cmwned on his creast, 
Md taasellra gay. Wyde wpuders over all ! And bloody mouthed with late cruell least. 
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That when the knight beheld, hia mightieshild 
Upon his maul}' armc he soonc addrest, 

And at liim tiersly Hew, with curage tild, 

And eger grcediiiesse througlf every member 
thrild. 

VII 

Therewith the (h'ant buckled him to fight, 
Intlnmd with scolrncfull wiath and high dis- 
daine, 

And lifting up his drcadfiill club on higbt, 

All arnid with ragged snubbes and knottic 
graire, 

Him thought at first encounter to have slaine. 
liut wise and wary was tliat noble Pere ; 

And, lightly leaping from so monstrous maine, 
Did fayre avoide the violence him nere* , 
It booted nought to thinlie such thunderbolts 
to beare. 

VIII 

Ne shame he thought to shonne so hideous 
might : 

Tlie ydle stroke, enforcing furious Avay, 
Missing the marke of his misavmcd sight, 

Did fall to ground, and with his heavy swa}*^ 
So deepely dinted in the driven clay, * 

That thiec yardes deepe a fuiiow up did 
throw. 

The sad earth, wounded wffli so sore as'^iy, 
Did groiic full grievous underneath ihe blow, 
And trembling with strange fcarc did like an 
erthquake show. 

IX 

As when almightic Jove, in wrathfull mood, 
To wreake the guilt of niortall sins is bent, 
Hurles forth his tliundring dart with ilcadly 
food 

Enrold in flames, and smouldring dreriment, 
TInough riven cloudes and molten firmament. 
The Hers threeforked engin, making way, 

Doth ioftic towres and highest trees hath rent, 
And all that might his angry ]iassage stay ; 
And, shooting in the cartli, castes up a mount 
of clay. 

His boystrous club, so buried in the grownd, 
He could not learcii up ugaine so light, 

Hut that the Knight him at advantage fownd; 
And, whiles he siiove his combred clubbc to 
qiiight 

Out ol the earth, with blade all burning bright 
lie smoti oft his left arme, which like a block 
Did fall to ground, depriv'd of native might: 
Jjurge streames of blood out of the truiicked 
stock 

Forth gushi<d, like fresh water streainc from 
nven roi ke. 


M 

Dismayed ivitli so desperate deadly wound, 
And eke impatient of unwonted payne, 
lie loudly brayd with beastly yelling sownd. 
That all the fieldes rebellowed againe. 

As great a noyse, as when in Cymbrian platne 
An heard of Bulles, whom kindly Mge doth 
sting, 1 

Doe for the milky mothers want eomplainc. 
And fill the liehres with troublous bellowing: 
The neighbor woods arownd witii hollow mur- 
mur ring. 

\ii 

That when his donre Duessa heaiil, and saw 
The evil stownd that daungerd he- estate. 
Unto his aide she hastilv did draw [of late, 
Her dreadf ill beast, who, swoli.e with hlood 
Came ramping forth with proud picsuinpieous 
gate. 

And threatned all his headcs like (iiiniiiig 
braiides. 

But him the Squire made quickly lo ret Kite, 
Kiicoiinlnug fiers with single sword in hand: 
And twixt him and his Lord did like a bnl- 
w'arke stand. 

Mil 

The proud Dnessa, full of wTiitliful] spight, 
And tiers disduine to be affionted so, 

Enforst her )>iirple beast with all her might, 
That stop out of the way to overthroe, 
Scorning the let of so unequall foe : 

But nathemore would that corageous swayne 
To her yeeld passage gainst his LorrI to g*oe, 
But with outrageous strokes did him restraine, 
And with his body bard the ivay atwixt them 
twain e. 

XIV 

Then tooke the angric witch her golden cup, 
Whibli itill she bore, reyilcte with magick artes; 
Death and despeyre did many thereof siqi, 

And secret poyson through their inner partes, 
Th’ eternall bale ofheovie wounded harts*. 
MTliich, after ehnrmes and some enehauiit- 
ments said. 

She lightly spniikled on his weaker partes : 
Therewiiiriiis sturdie corage soon was qiiayd, 
And all his seiiees were with suddeiii dread 
disirmyd. * 

XV 

So downe he fell before the cruell beast, 

Who on his neck his bloody clawes did seize. 
That life nigh erusht out of his panting hrest ; 
No powre he had to stirre, nor will to rize. 
That when the cnrefull knight gaii well aviso, 
lie lightly left the foe with whom he fought, 
^nd to the beast gan turnc his enterprise , 
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For -wondnnis anguish in his hart it wrought. 
To see his loved Squyre into such thraldom 
brought: 

XVI 

And, high advanncing his blood-thirstie blade, 
Stroke one of those deformed heades so sore. 
That of his puissaunce proud'ensample made: 
His monstrous scalpe downe to his teeth it tore, 
And that misformed shape misshaped more. 

A sea of blood gusht from the gaping wownd. 
That her gay garments staynd with filthy 
And overflowed all the field arownd, [gore, 
That over shoes in blood he waded on the 
grownd. 

XVII 

Thereat he rored for exceeding painc, [bred ; 
That to have heard great horror would have 
And scourging th' emptie ayre wnh his long 
traync, 

Through great impatience of his grieved lied, 
His gorgeous ryder from her loftie sted 
Would have cast dowtie, and trodd in durty 
myre, 

Had not the Gyaunt sooneher succoured ; 
Who, all enrag’d with smart and frantick yre. 
Came hurtling in full tiers, and Ibrst the knight 
retyre. 

XVIII 


The force, which w'oiit in two to be disperst, 
In one alone left hand he now unites, 

Which is through rage more strong then both 
were erst ; 

With which his hideous club aloft he dites, 
And at his foe with furious rigor smites, 

That strongest Oake might seeme to overthrow. 
The stroke upon his shield so heavie lites, 

That to the ground it doubleth him full low : 
What inortall wight could ever beare so mon- 
strous blow ? 

XIX • 


And ill his fall his shield, that covered^was, 
Did loose his vele by chauiice, and open fldw ; 
The light whereof, thatjievens light did pas, 
Such blazing brightnesse through the ayer 
threw, 

That eye mote not the same endure to vew. 
Which when the Gyaunt spyde with staring 
eye, 

He downe let fall his arrac, and soft withdrew 
Ilis weapon huge, that heaved was on hye 
For to have slain the man, that on the ground 
did lye. 


XX 

And eke the fhiitfull-heailed beast, amozd 
At flashing beames of that sunshiny sliield, 
TOcai. e stark blind, and all his sences da/.d, 
That downe he tumbled on the durtie field. 


And seemd himselfe as conquered to yield. 
Whom when his maistresse proud perceiv’d to 
fall, 

Whiles yet his feeble feet for faintnessc rceld. 
Unto the Gyaunt lowdly she gan call ; [all.’ 

‘ O ! helpe, ‘Orgoglio ; helpe ! or els we iierisli 

XXI * 

At her so pitteous cry was much amoov’d 
Her ctiampion stout ; and fur to ayde his frciid, 
Againe his wonted angrv weapon nroov’d. 

But all in vaine, for he has redd Ills end 
In that bright shield, and all their forces spend 
Them selves in vaine : for, since that glaiincing 
He hath no powre to hurt, nor to defend, [sight, 
As where th* Almighties Ughtning broiid duos 
light, [ces quighf. 

It dimmes the dazed eycn, and daunts the sen- 

XXII 

Whom when the Prince, to batteill new ad- 
drast [i-ee, 

And tlireatning high his dreadfull stroke, diil 
His sparkling blade about his head he blest. 
And smote off quite his right leg by the knee, 
Tliat downe he tumbled ; as an aged tree, 

High growing on 1|ie top of rocky clift, 

Whose hartstrings w'ith keene steele nigh 
hewen be; 

'I'he mightie truiick, lialfe rent with ragged rift, 
Doth roll adowiie the rocksL and fall with fcare- 
full drift. 

XXIII 

Or as a Castle, reared high and round, 

By subtile engins and malitious slight 
Is undermined from the lowest ground, 

And her foundation forst, and fccbled quight, 
At last downe falles; and with her heaped 
hi^ht 

Her hastie ruine does more heavie make, 

Ami yields it sclfe unto thewictours might. 
Such was this Gyaunts fall, that seemd to shako 
The stedfast globe of earth, as it fur fearu did 
quake. 

* XXIV 

The knight, then lightly leaping to the pray, 
With mortall steele him smut againe so sore, 
That headlesse his unweldy bodic lay, 

All wallowd in his owno fowlc bloody gore. 
Which floweil from his wounds in wondrous 
store. 

But, soonc as breath out of liis brest did pas, 
That huge great body, which the Gyaunt bore, 
Was vanish t quite ; and of that monstrous mas 
Was nothing left, but like an emptie binder 
was. 

E'i 
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XXV 

Whose grievous fall when false Diiessa spyde, 
Her golden cup she cast unto rlie ground, 

And crowned mitre rudely threw asyde : 

Such percing gnefc her stubbome hart did 
wound, 

That she could endure that dolefnll stound 
But leaving all behind her fled away 
The light-foot Squyre her quickly ^turnd 
around, ** 

And, by hard meanes enforcing her to stay. 

So brought Yinto his Lord as his deserved pray. 

XXVI 

The roiall Virgin which beheld from farre. 

In pensive plight and sad perplcxitie, [wani^ 
The whole atchievemcnt of this doubtfuU 
Came running fast tn greet his victorie, 

With sober gladncsse and myld inodestie ; 

And with sweet joyous cheare him thus be- 
spake : 

‘Fayre braunch of noblesse, tlowreof chevalrie, 
That with your worth the world amassed make^ 
How shall 1 quite the paynes yc suffer for my 
sake? 

XXVII 

‘And you, fresh budd of vfiitne springing fast, 
Whom these sad eyes saw nigh unto deaths 
dore. 

What hath poore Virgin for such perill past 
Wherewith you to reward? Accept therefore 
My simple sclfe, and service evermore : 

And he that liigh docs sit, and all things see I 
With equall eye, their mcrites to restore, ! 
Behold what ye this day have done for niee. 
And what 1 cannot quite reouite with iisuree. 

XXVI II 

‘ But sith the heavens, and your fairc hande- 
ling, 

Have made you giastcr of the field this day, 
Your fortune maister eke with governing, 

And, well begonne, end all so well, 1 pray ! 

Ne let that wicked woman scape away ; 

For she it is, that did my Lord beB rail, 

Mv dearest Lord, and deepe in dungeon lay, 
Where he his better dayes hath wasted all 
O heare, how piteous he to you for ayd does 
call \ ’ 

XXIX. 

Forthwith he gave in charge unto his Squyr^ 
ITiat scarlot whore to keepen carefully ; 
Whyles he hiniselfe with greedie great des 3 rre 
Into the Castle entred forcibly, 

Where living creature none he did espye. 

Then gan he lowdly through the house to call , 
But no man car’d to answere to his ciye : 


There raignd a solemne silence over all ; 

Nor voice was heard, nor wight was scene in 
bowre or hall. 

XXX 

At last, with creeping crooked pace forth came 
An old old man, with beard as white as snow. 
That on a staife his feeble steps did frame, 

And guyde his wearic ^ate both too and fro^ 
For his eye sight him myled lung ygu ; 

And on his arme a bounch of keyes he bore. 
The which unused rust did overgrow : 

Those were the keyes of every inner dore ; 

But he could not them use, but kept them still 
in store. 

XXXI 

But very uncouth sight was to behold, 

How he diif fashion his untowani pace ; 

For as he furwanl moovd his footing old, 

So backward still was turnd his wnncled face: 
Unlike to men, who ever; as they trace, 

Both feet and face one way are wont to lead. 
This was the auncieiit keeper of that place. 
And foster father of the Gyaunt dead ; 

His name Ignaro did his nature right areail. 

XXXII 

His reverend hcares and holv gravitee 
The knight much honord, as Ix^^emed well ; 
And gently askt, where all the people bee, 
Which in that stately building wont to dwell : 
Who answerd him full soft, he cmld not tell. 
Again he askt, where that same knightwaslayd. 
Whom great Orgoglio with his puissaunce iTell 
Had made his caytive thrall : againe he sayde, 
He could not tdl ; ne ever other answere made. 

XXXIl 1 

Then asked he, which way he in might pas ? 
He could not tell, againe he answered. 

ThefeuL the courteous knight displeased was, 
And raid ; ‘ Old syre, it seemes thou hast not 
How ill it sits ivith that same silver hed, [red 
Tn vaine to mockc, or mockt in vame to bee : 
But if thou be, as thou art pourtruhed 
With natures pen, in ages grave degree, 

Aread in graver wise what 1 demaund of thee.’ 

XXXIV 

His answere likewise was, he could not telli 
Whose sencelesse s|)each, and doted ignorance, 
Whenas the noble Pmice had marked well. 

He ghest his nature by his countenance, 

And calmd his wrath with goodly tern iieranex*. 
Then, to him stepping, from his arme did reach 
Those keyes, and made himselfe free enterance. 
Each dore he o[iened without any breach , 
There was no ban% to stop, nor foe him to 
empeach. 
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XXXV 

There all within full rich arayd he found, 
With royall arras, and resplendent gold. 

And did’ with store of every thing wound, 
That greatest Princes presence might l)ehuld. 
But aU the floore (too filthy to be told ) 

With blood of guiltlesse babes, and innocents 
trew, [f»ld. 

Which there were slaine as sheepe out of tlie 
Defiled was, that dreadfull was to vew ; 

And sacred ashes over it was strowed new. 

xxxvi 

And there beside of marble stone was built 
An Altare, carv’d with cunning ymagerv« 

On which trew Christians blood was often spilt. 
And holy Mart^oes often doen to djl'e 
With crucll malice and strong tyranny: 
W'hosc blessed sprites, from undcraeath the 
stone, 

To God for vengeance cryde continually; 

An<l with great gtiefc were <»ften heard to 
gronc, . I piteous mono. 

That hardest heart would bleeilc to hear their 

XXXVII 

Through every rowme he sought, and everie 
bowr, 

But no where could he find that wofull thrall : 
At last he came unto an yron doore. 

That fast was lockt. but icey found not at all 
Emongst that bounch to open it wdthall ; 

.But in the same a little grate was piglit. 
Through which he sent his voyce, and lowd 
did call 

With all his powre, to weet if living wight 
Were housed therewithin, whom he enlaigcn 
might. 

xwviri ^ 

Therewith an hollow, drear>% murmuring voyce 
These pittcous plaintes and dolours did .re- 
sound : [choi'ce 

‘ 0 ! who is that, which bringes me happy 

or death, that here lye dying every stouncl, 
Yet live perforce in balefulldarkenesse bound ? 
For now three Moones have changed thnee 
their hew, [gniund, 

And have been thrice hid underneath the 

Since I the heavens chearefull face did vew. 

O ! welcome thou, that doest of death bring 
tydings trew.’ 


Which shaking off, he rent that yron dote 
With furious force and indignation fell ; 
Where entred in^ his foot could find no flore, 
Hut all a deepe descent, as darke as hell, 

That breathed ever forth a filthie banefull smell. 

XL , 

But nether darkenesse fowlo, nor filthy bands, 
Nor ^tyous smell, his purpose could withhold, 
(Entire affection hateth nicer hands) 

But that with constant zele and corage bold. 
After long paincs and labors maniffdd, 

Hft found the meanes that Prisoner up to rcaro ; 
Whose feeble thighes, unable to uphold [boare; 
Ilis pined corse, him scarse ti» light ctrakl 
if ruefiill spectacle of death and ghastl}’ drerc. 


Ills sad dull cies, deepe siinck in hollow ])its. 
Could not endure ih’ unwonted Minne to view ; 
His bare thin cheekes for want of better bits, 
And empty sides deceived of their dew, 

Could make a stony hart his hap to n*w; 

His rawbone armes, whose mighty browned 
bowrs ' [hew, 

Were w'ont to rive steele plates, and helmets 
Were dene consun\jd ; and all his vitall nowres 
Decayd, and al his flesh slironk up like withered 
flowres. 

xui 

Whome when his Lady saw, to him she ran 
With hasty joy : to see him made her glad, 
And sad to view his visage pale and ivan, 

Who earst in flowres of freshest youth was clad. 
Tho, when her well of teares she wasted had. 
She said; ‘Ah deitrest Lord ! what evil I starre 
On you hath frownd, and poiird his influence 
That of your sclfc ye thus berobbed arre, [bad. 
And this miaseeming hew your manly Iwiks 
doth marre ? 

XLIII • 

‘ But w'elcome now, my Lord in wole or woe, 
Whose presence I havc’lackt too long a day : 
And fie oi^ Fortune, mine avowed foe. [alay ; 
Whose wrathful wreakes them selves diKs now 
And for these wronges shall treble penaunce pay 
Of treble good : good growes of evils priefe.’ 
The chearelesse man, whom sorrow did dismay. 
Had no delight to treaten of his griefe ; 

His long endured famine needed more ruliefe. 


XXXIX 

Which when that Champion heard, with 
percing point 

Y* P*tty deare his liart was thrilled sore • 

And tremblinghorrour ran through evervjoynt, 
*or ruth of gentle, knight so fowle forlore ’ 


XLIV 

‘Faire Lady,’ then said that victorious 
knight, 

‘The things, that grievous were to doe, or beare. 
Them to renew, I wote, breeds no delight , 
Best musicke breeds delight in loathing eare 
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But th' only good that growes of passed feare , Her wri/led skin-, as rough as maple rind 


Is to he -arise, and ware of lik 9 ,agein. 

This daies cnsample hath this lesson dcare 
Deepe Avritten in iny heart Avitli yron pen, 
That blissc may nut abide in state of inortall 
men. 

XLV 

* Ilciireforth, Sir knight, lake to you Avonted 
strength, 


So scabby Avas that atouIcI haA’e loatlul all 
womankind. 

XI.A'III 

Her noather parts, tlic shame of all Iicr kind. 
My chaster Muse fi»r shaim dollj blush to 
Avrite ; 

Bui at her mmpe she groa'ing had licliin«l 



And loe ! that wicked Avoman in jThe other like a beams uneven Taw, 

1 he roote of all your care and Avrclclml plight. ; ^ jiving creature saw 

Xow in your poAvre, to let her live, or die. ' | o . i s » 

‘ To doc^her die,’ (quoth Una) ‘ Avere dcspight, [ •, 

And shame t’avenge so Aveakc an eiiimy ; ‘ xi.ix 

But spoile her of her scarlot robe, and let heri Which Avheii the knights beheld ania/-d they 
fly.’ 


X I.A'I 

So, ns she bad, that Ai'itch they disaraid. 

And robd of roiall robes, and purple jiall. 

And ornaments that richly wen* displaid , 

Ne spared they to strip her naked all. 

TJien, when tli'ey had despoyld her tin* and call. 
Such as she was their eies flight her behold. 
That her misshaped parts did them appall : 

A loathly, Avrinclded hag, ill favoured, old. j 
Whose secret filth good manners biddeth not! 


And Avondred at so fowle deformed Avight. 
‘Such then,’ (said Una,) ‘as she secincth here, 
Such is the face of falshood : such the sight 
Of foAvle Duessa, AVhen her bqrroAVcd light 
Is laid away, and counterfesaiince knoAvne.’ 
Thus Avlion tlicy had the Ai'itch disrobed quight. 
And all her filthy feature open shoAvne, 

They let her goe at will, and Avander waies 
unknoAvne. 


be told. 

XI.VII 

Her crafty head was altogether bald 
And, as in* hate of honorable eld. 

Was overgrow'ne Avith scurfe and filthy scald 


j Shee, flying fast from heaA'ens hated face, 

I And from the Avorld that her discovered wide, 
j Fled to the AA'ustfull Avildernchse apace, 

I From liA'ing eies her ojien ■shame to hide, 
-■And lurkt in rocks and cua'cs, long unespide. 


Her teeth out of her rotten gummes were fold, But that faire ciw of knights, and Una faire, 
And her soAvre breath abhominably smeld ; i Did in that castle afterwards abide. 

Her dried dugs, lyke bladders lacking Avind, j To rest them selves, and weary jioAvres repaire; 
Hong downe, and filthy matter from them Whc’^ store they foAvnd of al that dainty Avas 
weld; j and rare. 


CANTO IX. 


Uis loves and lignage Arthnrc tells : 

The knights knitt friendly hands : 
Sir Trcvisan flics from Despeyre, 
Whom lledcroB knight Avithstands. 


O GOODLY golden ehavne, wheruAvitli yfere 
The A'ertnes linked are in lovely AA'isse ; 

And noble mindcs of yore allyed were. 

In brave poursuitt of che\’alrous einprize, 
That none did others safety despize, 

Nor aid eiiA’y to him in need that stands ; 

But friendly each did otliers praise devize, 
IIoAv to advauiice Avith fax’ourable hands, 

As this good Prince redeemd the Bcdcrosse 
knight from bands. 


II 

Wlio Avhen their poAvres, empayrd through 
labor long. 

With deAv repast they had rccured avcII, 

And that Aveake captiA'e wight now wexed 
strong. 

Them list no lengcr there at leasurc dAvell, 
But forward fare as their adventures fell . 

But, ere they parte^ Una faire besought 
That btrauiiger knight his name and natioii' 
tell; 
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Least so preat {rood, as he for.hcr had wrought,! With forced fury following his behest, 

Should die uuknowu, and buried be in thankles IMc hither brought by wayes yet never found, 


thought. 


Ill 

(said the J^rince,) 


‘yee me 


'Faire virgin, 
leqiiire 

;V thing without the cotnpas of my witt; 

For both the lignage, and the certem Siiv, 
From which I sprung, from mee are hidilen yitt ; 
For all so sooiic as life did me admit t 
Into this world, and shewed heveris light, 
From rnbthers pap 1 taken was iintitt, 

And streight deliver'd to a Fary knight, 

'I'o he iiphrouglit in gentle tliewes aiul niartiall 
might. 

IV • 

‘ Unto Old Timon he me brought hylive; 

Old 'I'lmon, Avho in youthly j’eares hath beene 
In warlike feate's th’*expertest man alive, 

And is the Avisest now on earth 1 Aveene : 

Ilis dwelling is Ioav in a valley greene, 

Under the fo»At of Hauran rpossy hoie. 

From whence tlu* ri\'er Dee, as sih'er elwne, 
Ills tombling billoA\es rolls Avith gentle rote; 
'I’liere all my dates he traind mee up in A’er- 
tuous lore. 

A' 

‘ Thither the great magicien IVferlin came, 

As was his use, ofttimes to visitt mee, 

For he had charge my disci|)line to frame, 
v\nd Tutors nouriture to oA’crsee. 

Him oft and oft 1 askt in prh’ity. 

Of what loines and Avhat lignage I di<l spring; 
Whose aunswere bad me still assured bee. 

That I Avas sonne and heire unto a king, 

As time in her just term the truth to light 
should bnng.’ 


‘Well Avorthv impo,’said then theLai^y^ent. 
‘ And Pupill litt for such a Tulm’s hand !* 
lint Avhat adventure, or Avhat high intent. 
Hath brought you hither into Faeiy laud, 
Au-ad, Prince* Art hure, croAvne ot Martiall 
band V ' 

‘ Full hard it is,’ (<]uoth he) Ho read aright 
The course of heavenly cause, or undei’stand 
The secret meaning of th’ eternall might. 

That rules mens waics, and rules the thoughts 
of living wight. 


‘ For A^diether he, thnmgh fatal deepc foresight. 
Me hither sent for cause to me unghest , 

Or that fi'esli bleeding wound, Avhich day 
and night 

Whilome doth rande in my riven brest. 


You to have helpt 1 hold my selfe yet blest.’ 
Ah! courteous Knight,’ (quoth she) ‘what 
secret Avound [ground 'i ' 

Could ever find to grieve the gentlest hart on 


J)e»r Dame,’ (quoth he) • 3 011 sleeping spaikcs 
awake, Igriw: 

Which, troubhsl once, into hugistlames will 
Nc c'/er will their fcrA-ent tury slake, 

I'lll living moysture into smoke do Hoav, 
r\nd wasted life doe lye in ashes Ioav: 
ict sitlicns silence lessencth not my tin*. 

Hut. tolfl, it thimes ; and, hidden, it does gloAv, 
AAill revele Avhat j’C so much dcsiie. 

Ah. J.ove! lay doAn n thy boAv, the w'hiles I 
may res pyre. 

iv 

It Avas ill freshest tlowie of youthly yeares. 
When corage first does cieepe m manly chest. 
Then Hist the cole of kindly heat appearcs 
To kindle love in every Iia ing brest : 

Put me had Avarnd old Timous Aviae behest, 
Those creeping tiames by leason to suImIoav, 
Before their rage p*ew to so great nniest. 

As miserable loAers use to rew, [wexeth new. 
Which .still wex old in Avoe, whiles wo stil 


‘That ydlc name of love, and lovers life. 

As losse of lime, and Aertues eniiny, 

I ever scornd, and joyd to stirre up strife. 

In niiddest of their inoumfull Tragedy , 

Ay Avont to laugh Avheu them 1 heard to cry. 
And blow the fire which them to ashes brent : 
'fheir God himselfe, grievd at my libertie, 
Shott many a dart at me Avith Hers intent ; 
But I them’ Avarded all Avith AA’aiy gOA'ernment. 

XI 

‘But all in A’aiiip : no fort can be so strong, 
Xe fieshlj” brest can armed be so sOAvnd, 

But Avill at last be Avonne Avith battrie long. 

Or unaAvares at disavantage foAvnd. 

Nothing is sure that groAves oiiearfhly grownd , 
And who most trustes in arme of fleslily^ might. 
And boa.stes in beauties chaiiic not to lie bow nd. 
Doth soonest fall in disaveiitrous light. 

And yeeldes his caytive neck to vict ours 'most 
despight. 

XII 

‘ Kiisample make of him your haplesse joy. 
And of my sekfe now mated, as ye sec; 

Whose prouder vaunt that ])rond aA'cnging boy, 
Did sooiic pluck dow'n(‘, and curbd my libertee. 
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For on a day, prickt forth w’ith jollitcc 
Of looser life and heat of hardiment, 
Raunf'in^ the forest wide on fr)urscr free, 

The tiehis, the floods, the heavens, Avith one 
consent, [ intent 

Did seeme to laugh on me, and favour mine 


Was firmest fixt in myne extremest ease. 

And 3 'ou, my tlie Pat rone of my life, 

Of that great Queene may well gaino Avorthie 
grace, 

For oneiy Avorlhie you through prowes priefc, 
Vf liAung man mote worthie lie to be her liefe.’ 


‘ Forwearied Avith my sportes, I did alight 
From loftic steed, and doAA'iie to sloepe meiaj’d, 
The verdant gras my couch did gotslly dight. 
And pilloAvVi'as my helmett fsiyre displayd; 
Whiles cA'ery sence the humour sAA'cet eni'bayd. 
And slombring soft my hart did steale aAvay, 
Me seemed, by my side a royall Mayd 
Her dnintie Innbc's full softly doAA'n did lay ; • 
So fay re a creature yet saAV never sunny day. 

XIV 

‘ Most goodly glee and loA’ely blandisliiuent 
She to me made, and badd me love lier deare; 
For dearely siii'e lier loA-e Avas to me bent, 

As, Avhen just time expired, should appeare. 
But AA'hether dreames delude, or true it AA'ei'e, 
Was ncA'er hart so raA'isht AA'ith delight, 

Ne liA’ing man like Avordes did ever heare, 

As she to me deliA’crcd all that night ; 

And at her parting saief, She Quecne of 
Faeries higlit. 

XV 

‘ When I aAvokc, and found her place devoyd. 
And nought but pressed gras Avhere she had 
I sorroAved all so much as carst I joyd, [lyen, 
And Avashed all her place Avith Avatry eycii. 
From that day forth 1 lov’d that face diA'ync; 
From that day forth I cast, in carefull mynd, 
To seek her oiit Aidth labor and long tyn^ 

And neA*cr A’OAVd to rest till her 1 fynd : 

Nyne roonethes I seek in vain, yet ni’ll that 
voAv unbynd.’ 

XVI 

Thus as he spake, *his A'isage wexed pale, 

And chaunge of hew great passion did beAvray ; 
Vett .still he stroA’o to clokc his iinvard bale, 
And hide the smoke that did his fire d.isplay. 
Till gentle Una thus to him gan say: 

' O happy Queene of Faeries ! that hast foAvnd, 
Mongst many, one that Avith his proAvessc may 
Defend thine honour, and thy foes eonfoAvnd. 
True loA'es are often soAvn, but seldom grow 
on grownd.’ 

XVII 


XVIll ' 

•So diA’crsly discoursing of their Ioa’cs, 

The golden'Sunne his glistring head gan shew. 
Ami sad remembraiince uoaa' the Prince amoA'es 
With fresh desire his Awage to purseAV , 

Als Una earnd her traA'cill to rcucAv. [ 1\a nd. 
Then those tiro knights, fast fncinlship Cor to 
And love establish each to other ticAA^ 

Gra’c goodly gifts, (he signes ofgralefull mynd. 
And eke, as”). ledges firme, right hands together 
joynd. 

XIX 

Prince Arthur gave a bo'xe of Diamond .sure, 
KinboAvd ivilh gold ami gorgi*ous oriiamcnl. 
Wherein Avere closd fciv drops of liqiioi pure, 
Of AA'ondrous Avorllr, and Acrtuc cvcellcut. 
That any AA'OAvnd could houle incontinent. [ ga\e 
Which to requite, the Itedcrosse knight liim 
A booke, Avhercin his Sa\eours testament 
Was A\M*it( Avith golden letteis rich uiidbraA'e: 
A Avorke of Avondrous giacc, aud liable soules 
to .siiA’e. 

XX 

Thu.s bcene they parted , Arthur on his Avay 
To seeke his love, and th’ other 1<u to light 
With Unaes foe, that all lier lealine did pray. 
But she, now AA'cighing the decayed jilight 
And .shrunken SAmewes of hci clio.scn knight, 
Would njt a Avhile her forAvaid course ]inr.seAA, 
Ne bring him forth in face of dreadfiill fight, 

I Til] hg recoA'cred had his former hew ; | kiieAv, 
For him lo be yet AA'eake and AA-earic aacII .she 

x\i 

So as they traA'cild, lo! they gan espy 
An armed knight towaid.s tliciii gallop fast. 
That seemed from some fcaicd foe to fly, 

Or other griesly thing that him agha.st. 

Still as he fledd his eye Avas backAvaid cast. 

As if his feare still followed him behynd : 

Als flcAV his steed as he his bandes had brast, 
And AA'ith his Avinged heele.s did tread the AA'vnd, 
As he had beeue a foie of Pegn.sus hi> kynid. 


* Thine^ O ! then,’ said the gentle Kcdcrosse 
knight, 

'Next to that Ladies loA'e, shalbe the plaot^ 

0 fayrest A’irgin ! full of heavenly light, 
Whose wondrous faith, exceeding earthly roc^ 


xxii 

Nigh as liedreAV, they might perceive his head 
To bee unarmd, ami curld uncomlicd heares 
Upstaring stifle, dismaid Avith uncouth dread : 
Nor drop of blocal in all liis face appeares, 
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Nor ]ifc in limlie , nnd, to incrpase his feaies>, I 
In Ibwle reproch of knight InKMles fayre dcf^roe, 

About his neck an hempen nipe he wearcs, 

That with his glistrin^ armes does ill a^rec ; 

Hut he of rope or armes has now no mcmorce. 

XXIII • 

TheRedcrosaeknif^ht towanlhim crossed fast, 

I’o weet what mister wight was so dismayd. 

There him he findes all sencelesse and aghast, 

1’hat of him selfe he seemd to lie afrayd •, 

Whom hardly he from flying forward stayd, 

'I'lll he*thesc"wordc8 to him deliver might • 

‘ Sir knight, aread who hath ve thus araA'd, 

And eke from whom make vet his hasty flight ?'. }'>* Sheets, and after layrc areedes 

For never knight 1 saw in such misaeemingij^ff of adventurer 

plight.’ ^ j So creeping close, as Snake in liidden weedes, 


But not 80 happy as mote happy bee: 

He lov'd, as was' his lot, a Lady gent. 

That him agaipe lov'd in the least degree; 

For she ivas proud, and of too high intent.. 
And jo 3 'd to see her lover languish nnd lament: 

xxviiw 

‘From whom rctoiiming sad and comfortlesse. 
As «n the way together we did fare, 

We met that villon, ((lod from him meblesse!) 
That cursed wight, from whom li^apt whj'le- 
are, 

A man of hell that calls himsclfe Dcsfia^'re: 


XXIV 

He answerd nought at all ; but arlding new 
Feare to his first ama/ment, staring wj'de 
With ston\' ej’ea and hartlesse hollow hew, 
Astonisht stood, as one that had aspA'de 
Infernal! furies with their ehaincs untyde. 

Him A'utt againe, and yet£ againe, bespake 
The gentle knight ; who nought to him replj’de;] 
But, trembling everj’ joA’nt, did inly quake. 
And foltring tongue, at last, these words seemd 
forth to shake ; 


‘ For Gods deare love, Sir knight, doe me not 
sta.v ; 

Forloe! he comes, he comes fast after mee.’ 
Fft looking back would faine have runne awaj”^ ; 
But he him forst to stai*, and telleu tree 
The secrete cause of his* perplexitie : 

Yet nathemore by his bold hartie speach 
Could his blood frosen hart emlmldened bee, 
But through his boldn&s rather feare di»l reatli; 
Tett, forst, at last he made through silence 
suddein breach. 

XXVI * • 

' And am I now in safetie sure,’ (quoth he) 


Inquirolh of our states, and of our knightly 
deciles. 

XXIX 

‘Which when he knew, and fell, our feeble 
harts 

Kmbost with bale, and hitler by ting griefc. 
Which love had launched Avith his deadly 
darts, 

With wounding wonis, and termes of foulc 
repriofc, 

He pluckt from us all hope of dew relicfe, 
That earst us held in love of lingring life ; 
Then hopelessc, hartlesse, gan the cunning 
thiefe 

Perswade us dye, to stint all further strife : 

To me he lent this rope, to him a rusty knife. 

XXX 

* With Avhich sad instrument of hasty death, 
That wofull lover, loathing longer light, 

A wyde wsa*^ made to let forth living breath : 
Biit l, more fearefull or more lucky wi^ht, 
Dismaj'd with that deformed disniall sight, 
Flodd fast away, halfc ^dead with dying 
feare ; 

(No yet assur'd of life by yon. Sir knight. 


‘From him that would Iiuat forced me to dye? Whose like infirmitA' like chaunce may heare; 
And is the point of death now tunid fro luce. But GoeWyou never’ let his charmed spenches 


riiut I may tell thi.s haplessc history 1 nye.’ 
• F?ar nought,' (quoth he) ‘no daunger now is. 
‘'fhen shall } you recount a ruefull cace,’ 

(Said he) • the which with this unluckv eye 
I late liehcld ; and, luul not greater grace 
Me reft from it, had liene partaker of the place. 


heare ! ' 

XXXI 

How may a man,’ (said he) ‘with idle speach 
[ Be Afvonne to spoj'le the Castle of Ins health ? ’ 
I AA'ote,’ (quoth he) ‘whom tr^'all late did 
teacl), 

X X V 1 1 j That like would not for all this Avorldcs wealth. 

'I lately chaiinst (Would I had noA'cr.lIis subtile tong like dropping bonny mealt’h 
chaunst ! ) llnto the heart, and searclieth evciy' A'aine ; 

With a fayre knight to keepen companee, IThat, ere one be aware, by secret stealth 
Sir Terwin hight, that well himselfe advaunst His powre is reft, and weaknes doth remaine. 
In all affayres, and was both bold and free , jO ! neAW, Sir, desire to try his guilefiill traine.’ 
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XXXIl 

‘ Certes,’ (sayd he) ‘ hence shajj[ 1 never rest, 
Till I that treachoursartliave hoard and tryde ; 
And yon, Sir knight, whose name mote 1 re- 
Of grace do noc nrito lus cabin gnyde.’ | quest, 

‘ I, that hight Trevisan,’ (quoth lie) ‘vill r^’de 
Against my liking backe to dw yon grace : 
liut nor for gold nor glee will J abyilc 
By you, when ye arrive in that same idatf.-; 
For 'lever had 1 die then see his deadly tac“.’ 

XXXIIl 

Ere long they come iiherc that same witked 
wight 

II is dA\eliing has. low in an hollow ea\e, 

For inulcrneath a craggy cliff ypighl, 

Darke, ilolefiill, dreary, like a greedy gra\e, 
That still for carrion carcases doth crave • 

On top whereof ay dwell the ghastly Onie, 
Shrieking his balcfiill note, which ovct drave 
Far from that haunt all oilier chearefidl fowlc . 
And all about it Avandring ghostes did uaylc 
and howle. 

XKXiy 

And all about old stockes and stubs of trees, 
Whereon nor fruit nor Icafo )(;as ever scene, 
Did hang upon the ragged foekj^ knees; 

Oil Avliich had many Avretches hanged bcone, 
\\^lOse carcases Avere senttred on the greene. 
And throAATie about the cliffs. Arrived there. 
That bare-head knight, for dread and dolefull 
tecne. 

Would faine have fled, ne durst approchen nearc; 
But th’ other forst him slaye, and comforted 
in fcarc. 

XXXV 

That darkesomc cave they enter, Avhere they 
find 

That cursed man, low sitting on the ground, 
Musing full sadly in his siillein mind : 

His griesie loekes, Ibng groAven and unbound, 
Disordred hong aliout his shoulders round, 
And hid his face, through Avhieli Ins hollow 
eyne ,1 

Lookt deadly dull, and stared as astound ; 

His raAv-bone chcckcs, through peniirie and 
pine, [dyne. 

Were shronke into his juAves, as he did never 

XXXVI 

His garment, nought but many ragged clouts. 
With ttiorncs together pind and patched was, 
The which his naked sides he wrapt nhouts; 
And him beside there lay upon the gras 
A dreary coi-se, Avhosc life aivay did pas, I 
All Avalfowd ill his own yet hikV-Avarme lilood.l 
That from hi.', avouikI yet welled fresh, alas ! | 


In which a rusty knife fast lixed stooil, 

And made an open passage fur the gushing flood. 

wwii 

Which intoons spectacle. api>ro\iiig IrcAv 
The Avofiill tale tliat TreA'isaii h.isl told, 
Wlienas the gentle Uederosso kiughl <|^d acav, 
With line zcalc he hiiriit in coiirigo hold 
Him to avenge belore his hlood were cold. 

And ti) the villein sayd , ‘ TJioii damned wiglil. 
The aiithour ol llns t.iel ah'c here behold, 

What justice can hut judge agaiii’-t thee rigid, 
With tliine owue blood lo price hii blood, liere 
shed in sigld?’ 

' XWVllI 

‘What tranWke hi,’ ((jiioth hid ‘lialh thus 
distraught 

Thee, foolish man, ac rash a doome to giAc? 
What justice ever other jiidgcmeiii taiighi, 

But he should il\e who merites uol lo li\e? 
None els lo death this mail ilespayimg drive 
Bui lus oAvne guiltie.niiud. dt ^erx mg death. 

Is then unjust to each his dew to gi\-e f 
Oriel him dye, that loatheili living hreath, 

Or let him die at ease, thatlivelh here uneathV 

X.X.MX 

‘Who travailes by the Aveaiie vvandring wav. 
To (SHiie unto his Avished home in haste. 

And ineetes a flood that doth lus passage staA, 
Is not great grace to heljie him over past. 

Or tree his feet that in the myre .slicke fast ? 
Mo.st enA'ious man, that grieves at riciglibours 
good? 

And fond, tliat joyest in the Avoe thou hiust ! 
Why Avilt not let him passe, that long hath 
stood I flood V 

Upon the baneke, yet wilt thy selfc not pas the 

M. 

‘Ile’tlierc does now enjoy etcmall rest 
And happy ease, Avliich thou doest Avant and 
crave. 

And further from it daily Avandeiest : 

What if some little payne the passage haAc, 
That makes frayle flesh to feare the, hitter 
AvaA'e, . [long oa.se, 

Is not short payne Avell borne, that bringes 
And laves theaoule to slcepe in quiet gi*a\’eV 
Slcepe after toyle, port after stormie seas, 

F3ase after Avarre, death after life, does greatly 
please.' 

Xl.l 

The knight much wondred at hi.s auddeiiie Avit, 
And ssiA'd ; ‘The tcrine of life is limited, 

Ne may a man prolong, nor shorten, it : 
Tlicsoiildicrmay not moA^e from watchfull sled, 
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Nor leave his stand untill liis Gaptaine bed.* 

* Who life did limit by almightie doonie,’ 
(Quoth he) ‘knowes best the tcrme.s esta- 
blished ; 

And he^ that points the Gcntonell his rooiiie, 
Doth license him depart at sound of morning 
droomc.’ 

XL1I 

‘Is not his deed, what ever thing is donno 
In lieavcn and eurthV Did not be all create 
'I'll die againe ? All ends that was begoniie : 
Tlicir times in his eteruall booke of fate 
Are written sure, and have their certcin date. 
Who then cjm strive with strong necessitie, 
That holds the w'orld in his still ehaunging 
state, . 

Dr shunne the death ordaynd by uestinieV 
Wiani houre of death is come, let none aske 
whence, -nor ^vh}". 

XI.Ill 

‘'J’he longer life, 1 w'ote,, Die greater sin; 

The greater ^in, the greater punishment: 

All those great battels, which thou boasts to 
win [inent, 

'J'hrough strife, and blood-shed, and avenge- 
Now jiraysd, hcmifter dearethoii shalt repent;! 
For life must life, and blood must blood, repay.! 
Is not enough thy evill life forosiicnt V 
For he that once*bath missed the right >vay. 
The further be doth goe, the further he doth 
stray. 

xi.iv 

‘Then doe no further goe, no further stia}'. 
Hut here, ly downc, and to thy rest betake, 

Th’ ill to prevent, that life eiVsewoii may ; 

For w'hat hath life that may it loved make. 
And gives not rather cause it to forsak^V 
Fearc,8icknussc, age, losse, labour,sorrow,stiife, 
Payne, hunger, cold that niak<» the, hart to 
quake, * 

And ever fickle fortune rageth rife; 

All Avliich, and thousands mo, do make a loath- 
some life. 

xi.v 

•Thou, w'retdied man, of death hast greatest 
need,* 

If in true ballaunce thou wilt weigh thy stale; 
For never knight, that dared warlike deed, 
More liickhiss dissaventiires did innate: 

Witnes the dungeon deepe, wherein of late 
Thy life shiitt uji for dehth so oft did call ; 
And though good lucke prolonged hath thy 
date. 

Yet death then would the like mishaps forestall. 
Into the which hereafter thou maist happen 

tall. 


XIA 1 

‘ Why then doest thou, O man of sin ! desire 
To draw thy (ftyes forth to their last degree? 
Is not the measure of thy sinfull hire 
High heaped up with huge iniquitec. 

Against the day of Avrath to burden thee V 
Is not enough, that to this*ljady mild 
Thou fnlsed bast thy faith Avitli ))eriuree, 
And%old thy selfe to ser\ e Diiossa A'iVl, f delild V 
With Avhom in .il abuse thou hast thy selfe 
• 

XI. VI I 

‘Is not he just, that all this doth behold 
From highest lieA'cn, and bearcs an eipiall cieV 
^hall he thy sins up in his knoAvledge fold. 
And guilty” be of thine impictie? 

Is not bis lawe, I/'t every sinner die; f'donue, 
Die shall all llesli ? What then must needs be 
Is it not bettei to doc A\illinglic, 

Then liugci till the glas be all out ronneV 
Death i< the cud of woes . die soone. O faeries 
sonne !’ 

M.VIII 

The knight Avas much enmoved a\ ith his speach. 
That as a sAvords poyiit through his hart did 
perse, , 

And in his conscience made a sceictc brcaehj 
Well knoAving trcAV all that he did i cherse, 
And to his fresh reiiicmbrauncc did ixwerse 
The uglA’ A'ew of his deformed crimes ; 

That all his manly poaatcs it did disperse, 

As he were chaniied Avith inchaiinted rimes ; 
That oftentimes he quakt, and fainted often- 
times. 

M.IX 

In Avhicli amazement Aiben the Mi-'crcaunt 
PerceiA'edbim to A\’aver,A\ eakc and trade, f daunt. 
Whiles trembling horror did his conscience 
And hellish anguish did his soiile assuile ; 

To driA^e him to despairc, and quite to qiiaile, 
Ilee shewd him, painted iH a table phiiiic. 

The, damned ghosts that doe intoinients Availe, 
And thousand feends that doe them endlcssc 
]^ine [remainc. 

With fire and brimstone, aaIucIi for cAcr shall 


The sight Avhereof so throughly him di>maid, 
That nought but death before Ids eics he saw, 
And e\’cr burning wrath before him laid. 

By righteous sentence of th’ Almighties laAv. 
Then gan the villein him to OA'ercraw', ^fire, 
And brought unto him SAVords, ropes, poison, 
And all that might him to ]ierdition draw ; 
And bad him dioose AvJiat dcatJi he Avoiild de- 
sire ; f Gods ire. 

For death was dew to him that had provokt 
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I.t 

But, vrheiia!!> none of them he saw him take, J 
He to him rauf^ht a dagger shfirpe and keene, 
And gave it him in hand: his hand did quake 
And tremble like a leafe of Aspin greene, 

And troubled blood through his pale face was 
scene If 

To come and goe with tidings from the heart, 
As it a running messengi'r had hccne. ^ 

At Inst, resolv’d to work his finall smart, 

He lifted up his hand, that backc againe did 
start. 

Lit 

Which Avhenas Una saw', through every vainc 
'J’lie crudU'd cold ran to her well of life, ^ 

As in a swowne : but, soone reliv’d againe, 

Out of his hand she snatcht the tuirsed knife. 
And threw it to the ground, enraged rife. 

And to him said; ‘Fie, fie. faint hcartetl Knight! 
What meanest thou by this reprochfull strife? 
Is this the bnttaile “which thou vaunt.st to 
fight 

With that tirc-mouthed Uragon, horrible and 
bright ? 


nut 

‘ Come ; <!omc away, fraile, feeble, fleshly wight, 
Ne let vaine words bewitch thy manly hart, 
Ke divelish thoughts dismay thy constant 
spright : 

In heavenlv mercies hast thou not a part ? 
Why shouldst thou then desiieire, that chpsen 
art? [gra(», 

[Where justice growes, there grows ete greater 
I The which doth quench the brond of hellish 
smart. 

And that accurst hand-writing doth deface. 
Arise, sir Knight ; arise, and leave this cursed 
]>lacc.' 

1.1 V 

So up he rose, and thence amounted streight. 
Which when the carle lieheld, and saw his guest 
Would safe depart, for all his subtile sleight. 
He chose an halter from among the rest-. 

And with it hong him selfe, iinbid, unhl&st. 
But death he could not worke himselfe thereby, 
For thousand times he so him selfe had drest. 
Yet nathelcsse it could not doc him die. 

Till he should die his last, that is, eternally. 


f 


CANTO X. 

Her faithful] knight falre Una brings 
To hont.e of Holincsic ; 

Wliere he is taught repcntnnnce, and 
The way to hcvonly blesse. 


1 

What man is he, that Ixiasts of fleshly 
And vaine assuraunce of mortality, [ might 

Which, all so soone as it doth come to tight 
Against spirituall foes, yields by and by, 
f)r from the fieldc njost cowardly doth fly ! 

Nc let the man ascribe it to his skill. 

That thorough grace hath gained victory’ : 

If any’ strength we have, it is to ill, * [will. 
But all the good is Gods, both power* and eke 

II 

By that which lately hapned Una saw 
That this her knight was feeble, and too faint; 
^ And all his sinewes M'oxen weake and r.iw. 
Through long enprisonment, and hard con- 
straint, 

Which he endured in his late rc-straint, 

TTiat y'et he was unfitt for bhxHiy’ light. 
Therrforc, to cherish him with diets daint, 
.She cost to bring him where he chearen might, 
Till he recovered had his late decay’ed plight. 


HI 

There was an auncient hf»use nor fhr awav, 
Renowmd throughout the world for sacred lore 
And p:.n} u'i>pottcd life : so well, they say. 

It govenid was, and guided evermore, 
Through wisedomc of a matrone grave and hore; 
Whose onely jov was to relieve the needes 
Of wretched soufes, and helpe the hclpelcsse pore : 
All night she spent in bidding of her bedes. 
And all the day' in doing good and godlv 
deedes. 

TV 

Dame OHa men did her call, as* thought 
From heaven to come, or thither to arise ; 

The mother of three daughters, well upbrought 
In g»MKlly thewes, and gotll.v exercise : 

The eldest two^ most sol)cr,‘ clmst, and wise, 
Fidelia and Speranza, virgins were ; 

Though spousd, yet wanting wedlocks solem- 
nize; 

But faire Charissa to a lovely fere [dere. 
Was lincked, and by' him had many plages- 
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V 

Arrived there, the dore tli6y iiiicl fast lookt, 
For it was warel}' watched nifrlit and day, 

For feare of many foes -, but, when the\T knm*kt. 
The Porter opened unto them strei^ht way. 
ilc was an aged syre, all luu-y gray. 

With lookes full lowly cast, and gate full slow, 
Wont on a stafle his feeble steps to stay, 

H ight lliitnilta. They passe in, stoupiiig low ; 
For streight and narrow was the way w'liich 
he did show. 

. VI 

Kach goodly thing is hardest to begin ; 

Put. entred in, a spatious court they see. 

Doth plaine and pleasaunt to be walked in ; 
Where them does iiieete a franckliii fuirc and 
free, * 

And entertaines with comely courteous glee ; 
His name was Zele, that him right well became : 
For in his studies' and behaveour hee 
Did labour lively to expressc the same. 

And gladly did them guide, till to the Hall 
they came. 

vii 

There favrely them receives a gentle Squyre, 
Df myld demeanure and rare courtesee. 

Right cleanly clad in comely sad attyre: 

In word and' deede that shewd great modestee, 
And knew his good to all of each degree, 
Hight Reverence. He them w'ith siieaehcs 
meet 

Does faire entreat ; no courting nicetee. 

But simple, trew, and eke unfaiiied sweet. 

As might become a Squyre so great persons to 
greet. 

VIII 

And afterwardes them to his Dame he leades. 
That aged Dame, the Lady of the places 
Who all this while was bus^r at her beades ; 
Which doen, she up arose with secinety grace, 
And toward them ftill matronely did pa(%. 
Where, when that fairest Una she beheld. 
Whom well she knew to spring from hevenly 
race. 

Her heart with joy unwtmted inly siyeld. 

As feeling wondrous comfort in her weaker eld : 

IX 

And, her embracing, said ; ‘ 0 happy earth, 
Whereon thy innocent feet doe ever trend ! 
Most vertuous virgin, borne of hevenly berth, 
That, to redeeme thy woefull parents head 
From tyrans rage and ever-dying dread, 

Hast wandred through the world now long a 
day, 

xett oeas^t not thy weaiy soles to lead ; 


What grace*hath thee now hither brought this 
way ? 

Or doen thy fe^lefeetunweeting hither stray? 


X 

< Strnunge thing it is an errant knight to see 
Here in this place ; or any,otlier wight, 
Thathithertunies his steps. Bo few there bee, 
Tliat chose the narrow path, or seeke the right : 
All Keepe the broad highway, and take delight 
With many rather for to goe astray, 

And be partakers of their evill plight, 

Then with a few to w'al've tlie Tightest way. 

0 foolish men ! why has t ^ e t.) your own decay ?' 

► XI 

* Thj' selfe to see, and tyred limbes to rest, 

O matroue sage,* (quoth' she) ^iriiither came; 
And this good knight his way with me uddrest, 
lietld with tliv pruyses, and biood-blazedfame, 
That up to iicvcn is blowne.’ The auncient 
Dame 

Him goodly greeted in her modest guyse. 

And enterteynd them both, as best became, 
Witli all the court’sies that she could devyse, 
No wanted ought to shew her bounteous or wise. 

• 

XII 

Thus as they gan of sondrie thinges devise, 
Loe ! two most goodly virgins came in place, 
Ylinked arme in arme in lovely wise : 

With countenance demure, anil modest grace, 
They numbred even steps and eiiuall pace ; 

Of which the eldest, that Fidelia hight, 
Likesunny beames threw from her Christall face 
That could have dazd the rash beholders sight. 
And round about her head did shine like hevens 
light. 

XIII 

She was araied all in lilly white. 

And in her right hand bom a cup of gold. 
With wine and water fild up to the hight. 

In which a Serpent did himselfe enfold. 

That ho{rour made to all that did behold ; 

But she no whitt did chaunge her constant 
mood : 

And in her other hand she fast did hold 
A booke, that was both signd and scald with 
blood; 

Wherein darkc things were Avritt, hard to be 
understood. 

xiv 

Hot Younger sister, that Speranza hight, 
Was ^ad in blew, that her beseemed well; 
Not all so chearefull seemed she of sight. 

As was her sister : whether dread did dweU 



62 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


[hook I. 


Or anguish in her hart, is hard ttf tell. 

Upon her anne a silver anchor lav, 

Whereon she leaned ever, as l)efcll ; 

And ever up to heven, as she dM praj*, [ wa}'. 
Her stedfast eyes were bent, no SAvarved other 


XV 

I’lioy, seeinj^ Una, towardcs lier ffan Avend, 
Who them encounters Avith like oourtesee ; 
Many kind speeches they [ietAveenetheni8||{end, 
And #;:ivatly joy each other for to see : 

Then to the #might Avith shamefust inodcstie 
They turiie themselves, at Unaes meeke re- 
quest, 

And him salute Avith avcII beseeming glee; 


And that her sacred Hooke, Avith blood vAvritt, 
That none could rcade except she did them 
She unto him disclosed every Avhitt ; [ teach. 

And heavenly documents thereout did preacli. 
That weaker witt of man could never reach ; 
Of God ; of grace ;* of justice ; of free-Avill ; 
That wonder Avas to heare her goodly spqpch ; 
For she was hahlo Avith her wordes to kill. 
And raysc againe to life the hart tl at slie did 
tlirill. 

XX 

And, when she list poure out her* larger 


sj)nghti 

. She would cominaund the hasty Sunne to sta}'. 
Who fairc them quitc'^, as him heseeimd liest^jor backAvard turnc his course from hevens 

hight,- [niav; 

Sometimes great hostes of men she could dis- 
Dry-shod to passe she parts the flouds in tway ; 
And eke huge mountainc!} from their native 
seat [nway, 

iSlie would cominaund themselves to heare 
And throw in raging B<*a Avith roaring threat. 
Almightie God her gave such powre and puis- 
saunce great. 

XXI 

The faithfnll knight iioav grcAv in little space, 
By hearing her, and by her sisters lore. 

To such perfection of all hevenly grace, 

That wretched world he gan for to abhore. 
And mortall life gan loatli as thing foilore, 
GrecA'd Avith remembrance of his wicked wayes, 
And prickt Avith anguish of his sinnes so sore, 
That he desirde to end his wretched day&s : 

So much the dart of sinfull guilt the soule dis- 
may cs. 

XXII 

But wisp Speranza gaAx* him comfort SAA'eet, 
And taugbt him how to take assured hold 
Upon her silver anchor, as was meet ; 

Els had’-his sinnes, so great and manifold, 
Made him forget all that Fidelia told. 

In this distressed doubtfull agony, 

Wlien him his dearest Una did behold 
Disdeining life, desiring leaA'c to dye. 

She found her selfe assayld with great per- 
plexity ; 

XXIII 

And came to Cffilia to declare her smart ; 
Who, well acquainted with tliat commune 
plight. 

Which sinfull horror workes in Avounded hart. 
Her wisely comforted all that slio might, 
With goodly counscll and advisement right ; 
And straghtway sent with carefull diligence. 
To fetch a Leacli, the which had great insist 


And goodly gan discourse of many a noble gest. 

XVI 

Then Una thus ■ ‘ But she, your sister deare, 
Thu deare Chuiissn, Avhcrc is she laicome ? 

Or Avants she health, or busic is elsAvhere ?* 
‘Ah! no,’ said they, ‘but forth she may not 
For she of late is lightned of her Avombe, [come ; 
And hath cncroast the AA^orld Avitli one sonne 
morc^ 

That her to sec should lie bit*, troublesome.’ 

‘ Indeed,' (,quoth she) ‘ that should her trouble 
sore; [more!’ 

But thankt be God, and her cncrcase so ever- 

XVII 

Then said the aged Cu;lia, ‘ Deare dame, 

And you, good Sir, I wote that of yoiiru toyle 
And labors long, through which ye hither 
came. 

Ye both forAA’earied be ; therefore, a whyle 
1 lead you re.st, and to your lioAvres recoyle.’ 
Then called she a Gruomc, that forth him ledd 
Into a goodly lodge, and gan despoile 
Of puissant armes, nnd laid in easie bedd 
His name was meeke Obedience, rightfully 
aredd. ' j 

XVIII j 
Noav AA'hcn their Avearie limlics witft kindly | 

rest, ' j 

And bodies were refresht with dew repast, j 
Fay re Una gan Fidelia fnyre request, 

To liaA^e her wight into her schoolehous plaste. 
That of kcr heavenly learning he might taste, 
And heare the Aviswlom of her wordes divine. 
She graunted ; and that knight so much 
agraste. 

That she him taught celestioll discipline, 

\nd o|Hmed hii dull eyes, that light mote in 
them shine. 
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In that disease of grieved conscience, [Patience. 
And wdl could cure the same : llis name vras 

XXIV 

Who, coinmingto that sowle-diseosed knight, 
Gould hardly him intreat to tell his grief : 
Which kiM)wne, and all that noyd his heavie 
spright 

Well searcht, eftsoones he gan apply relief 
Of salves and med’eines, which had passing 
prief ; 

And thereto added wordes of wondrous might. 
By which to ease he him recured brief, 

And nrueh aswag’d the passion of his plight, 
That he his jiaine endur’d, as seeming now 
more light. 

XXV « 
But yet the cause and root of ail his ill, 

Inward corruption and infex:ted sin, 

Nut purg’d nor hcidd, behind remained still. 
And festriiig rfore did ranckle yett w’ithin. 
Close ereejting twixl Ihe iiiarow and the skin: 
Which to (jxtiry)e, he hud liim yirivily 
Downe in a daiksome low;ly place far in, 
Whereas he meant his corrosives to afipl}'. 
And wnth streight diet tame his stubborne 
malady. 

XXVI 

111 ashes and .sackcloth he did array 
llis dnintie corse, yiroud humors to abate ; 

And dieted with fasting every day, 

The swelling of his woundes to mitigate ; 

And made him pray both earely and eke late : 
And ever, as supertluous tieali did rott. 
Amendment readie still at hand did wayt, 

To pluck it out Mitli yiiiicera fyrie whott, 

That soone in him was lefte no one coirupted 
jott. 

XXVII 

And bitter Pennuiicc, with an yron wkip, 
Was wont him once to disple every day; 

And sharp licmor.se his hart did priclvanyl nip, 
That drops of blood thence like a well did play : 
And sad Ilepentonoe used to embay 
llis blamefull body in salt water sore, 

'I'he filthy blottes of sin to wash aw'ay. 

So in short space they did to heulth re.store 
The man that would not li\e, but erst lay at 
deatlies dorc. 

XWIII 

111 which his torment often was so great, 
That like a Lyon he would cry and rore, 

And rend his fiesh, and Ids owne synmves eat. 
llis owne dcare Una, hearing evermore 
His ruefull shriekes and gronings, often tore 
Her guiltlesse garments and her gohlen heare, 
Ifor pitty of his payne and anguish sore : 


Yet all with patience wisely she did ben re. 

For well she wist his cryme could els be iiev^ 
clcare. 

• XXIX 

Whom, thus recover’d by wise Patience 
And trew Repentaunce, they to Una brought y 
Who, joyous of his cured conscience, 

Him dearely kist, and fay«'cl)' eke besought 
llimselfe to chearish. and coiiMiming thought 
To put away out of his carefull biost. 

By this Charissa, late in child-bed brought. 
Was woxen strong, and left herlruitfull nest : 
To her fayre Una brought this imacquainted 
guest. 

XXX 

She was a ivoman in her freshest age, 

Of wondioiis beauty, and of bounty rare. 

With goodl}*^ grace and comely personage, 

That was on earth not easie to eompare ; 

Full of great love, hut Cupids wantmi snau* 

As hell she hated ; chaste iii wurke and will : 
Her neeke and hrests were ever open hare, 
That av thereof her babes might sucke their 
till ; 

The rest w'as all in j ellow robes arayed still, 
xxxr 

A multitude of fcahes almut her hong, 

Playing their sportes, that joyd her to behold; 

I Whom still she fed w hiles tiiey w^ere weake and 
young. 

But thrust them forth still as they w'exed old: 
And on her head she w’ore a tyre of gold, 
Adomd with gemme-s and ow^ches wondrous 
fa.> re, 

Whose passing prii* uneath w'as to be told : 
And by her syde there sate a gentle payre, 

Of turtle doves, she sitting in aii yvory chayre. 

XXXII 

The knight and Una entring fayre her gnvt, 
And hid her joy of that h^ happy brood ; 

Who them requites with c»urt'sies seeming 
meet, 

And entertaynes with friendly ehearefull mood. 
Then Ufla her besought, to he so good 
As in her vertuoiis rules toschooleher knight, 
Now after all his torment w'ell w'ithsiood 
In that sad house of Penauiiee, where his 
spright 

Had past the paines of hell and long-enduring 
night. * 

XXXIII 

She was right joyous of her just request; 
And taking by the hand that Faeries sonn^ 
(lun him instruct in everie good behest, 

[Of love, Olid righteousnes, and well to donne; 
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And wrath and hatred warel}' to iftionne, 

That drew on men (rods hatred and his wrath, 
And many soiilcs in dolours had fordonne : 

In which "when him she well in^nictcd hath. 
From thence to heaven she tcaclietli him the 
ready path. 

XXXM’' 

Wherein his weaker waiidrinfr steps to ptuyde, 
An auncient mat rone she to her does call, 
Whose solier lookes lier wisedome well tles- 
cr\ dc : 

Her name wjft Mercy ; well kiwiwiic over-all 
To he both fj^ratious and eke liliernll : 

To whom the carefull charj^e of ]iim slie gave. 
To Icade aright, that he should never fall 
In all his waies through this wiile worldes 
wave; 

That Merry in the end his righteous soule 
might save. 

xxxv 

' The godly Mat rone by the baud him beares 
Forth from her presence, by a narrow way, 
Scattred with bushy thornes and ragged brearcs, 
Which still before him she remov’d away. 
That nothing might his ready passage stay : 
And ever, when his feet cncombred were. 

Or gan to shrinke, or from tjie right to stray, 
She held him fast, and firmely did upbeai'e. 

As carefull Noiirse her cliild from falling oft 
does reare. 

XXXVl 

F.ftsoones unto an holy Hospitall, 

That was foreby the Avny, she did him bring; 
In which seven Jlead-mcn, that had vowetl all 
Their life to service of high heavens King, 

Did spend their duics in doing godly thing. 
Their gates to all Avere open evermore. 

That by the wcarie way were traveiling ; 

And one sate way ting ever them before, [ pore. 
To call in comuiers-by that needy were and 

ixxvii 

The first of them, that eldest was and best. 
Of all the house hud charge and governement, 
As Guardian and Steward «)f the rest. 

His office was to give entertaineinent 
And lodging unto all that came and went ; 

Not unto such as could him feast againe, 

And double quite for that he on them spent; 
Hut such as w'ant of harbour did constraiiie : 
^ Those for Gods sake his dewty was to eutertaine. 

XXXVIII 

The second was as Almner of the place : 

His office was the hungry for to fe^ 

. And thristy give to drinke ; a w'orke of grace. 
He feard not once liimselfe to be in need, 


Ne car’d to hoard for those whom he did breede: 
The grace of (^od he layd up still in Ntoio, 
Which as a stocke he left unto hi» scedc. 
lie had enough; what need him care for more? 
And had he Icsse, yet some he would give to the 
pore. 

' XXXIV 

The third had of their wardrobe custody^ 

In which were not rich tyres, nor garni(*nts gay, 
The plumes of jiride, and winges of 'unity. 
But clothes meet to keepe keenc csild away, 
And naked nature seemcly to aray ; 

With which bare wretched wights lie drj'ly clad, 
The images of God in earthly day ; 

And, if that no spare clothes to give Its had, 
His owiie cole he would cut, and it dir tribiue 
glad. ^ 

XI. 

The tburtli appointed by his office w'as 
Pi'ore prisoners to relieve with gratioiis uyd, 
And captives to i-edeeinc with price of bras 
From Turkes and Saraziiis, which them had 
stayd : 

And though they faulty w'ere, yet well he wayd, 
That God to us forgiveth every how're [layd ; 
Much more then tiiat why they in bands were 
And he, that barrowd liell w'liii ben vie stowre, 
The faulty soiiles from thence brought to his 
huavonly bowTe. 

Mil 

The lift had cliar^. sick persons to attend, 
And evanfort those in point of death which lay ; 
For them most needetli comfort in the end. 
When sm, and hell, and death, doe most dismay 
The feeble soiile de[)arting hence away. 

All is but lost, that living we bestow, 

If not w’ell ended at our dying day. 

O man ! Imve mind of that last bitter throw; 
For as Jhe tree does fall, so lyes it ever low. 
M.ll 

The,sixt had chari^ of them now being dead. 
In scemely sort their corses to engrave, 

And deck Avith dainty flowres their brydall ImvI, 
That to their heavenly spouse lioth sweet and 
brave [savp. 

They might appeare, Avhen lie their soules shall 
The wondrous workmanship of Gods owne 
mould, 

Wliosefiu-elie made all Iwastes tofeare, and gave 
All in Jiis hand, even dead we honour sliould. 
Ah, dearest God, me grauiit, I dead be not 
defould ! 

Xlilll 

The seventh, now after death and buriall done. 
Had charge the tender Orphans of the dead 
And wydowes ayd, least they should be undone; 
In face of judgement he their right would ple^ 
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Ke ought the powre of mighty men did dre^d 
In their defence ; nor would for gold or fee 
lie wonne their rightfull causes downe to tread ; 
And, when they stood in moat necessitee, 
lie did supply their want, and gave Uiem ever 
free. 


Each bone might through his bodv well lie red 
And every sinew secne, through jiis long fast* 
For nought he &r’d his carcas long unfed ; 
Ills mind was full of spiritual repast, [clinst. 
And pyn’d his flesh to keepe his body low and 


xi.iv 


Xf.IX 


There when the Elfin knight arrived was, j 
The first and chiefest of the seven, whose care 
Was guests to welcome, towardcs him did pas ;| 
Where seeing Mercie, that liis steps upbare 
And alwaiea led, to lier with reverence rare 
lie humbly looted in meeke lowlincsse. 

And seemly welcome for her did prepare: 

For of their order she was Patronesse, 

Albe Charissa were their chiefest fj^underessc. 

XLV 


Who, when these two approching he aspide. 
At tlieir first presence grew agrieved sore. 
That forst him la}' his hevenly thoiights aside; 
And had he not that Dame fespedwd more, 
Whom highly he did reverence and adore, 

Tie would not once have moved for the knight. 
They him saluted, standing far afore. 

Who, M'ellthein gifting, humbly did requight, 
And asked to what end they clomb that 
tedious hight? 


There she awhile him stayes. himselfe to rast, 
That to the rest mora ‘liable he miglit bee ; 
During which time, in every good bclicst, 

And godly worke of Alineii and charitce, 

Shoe him' instructed with great industree. 
Shortly therein so perfect he liecame. 

That, from the first unto the last degree, 

His mortall life he learned had to frame 
In holv righteousnesse, without rebuke or 
tlame. 

XliVI 

Thence foru'ard lu' that painfull way they pas 
Forth to an hill that was both steepe aiiil by. 
On fop whereof a sacred chappell was. 

And eke a litlc Hermitage thereby, 

Wherein an aged holy man did lie, 

'I'hat da\' and night said his devotion, 

Ne other worldly busines did apply : 

His name was hevenly Contemplation ; 
or Hod and goodnes was his meditation. ^ 

xi.vn 

Great grace that old man to him giten hacT; 
For God he often saw from heavens hight: 

All were his earthly eien both blunt and bad, I 
And through great age had lost their kindly' 
sight, [spright. 

Yet wondrous quick and persaunt was his 
As Eagles eie that can liehold the Suniie. 

That hill they scale with all their powre and 
might, 

' That Ins fraile thighea, nigh wearj' andfordonne, 
Gan faile ; hut by her hdpe the top at last he 
wonne. 

XLVIII 

There thej' doe findc that godly aged Sire, 
With snouy lockes adowne his shoulders shed ; 
As hoary frost wdth spangles doth attire 
The mossy braunches of an Oke halfe ded. 


L 

‘ What end,’ (quoth she) * should cause us 
take such painc. 

But that same end, which every living wight 
Should make his markehigh heaven to attaine? 
Is not from hence the v’ay, that leiideth right 
To that most glorious house, that glistreth 
briglit 

WMth burning stands and everliving fire, 
Whereof the keies are to thy hand hchight 
By w'isc Fidelia ? Shee doth thee require. 

To shew it to this knight, according his desire.* 

I.T 

*Thrise happy man,’ said then the father 
1 grave, 

‘ Whose staggering steps thy stcjady hand doth 
lead, 

And shewes the way his sinfull soule to save ! 
Who better can the way to heaven aread 
Then thou thyselfe, that was both home and 
bred 

In hevenly throne^ where thousand Angels 
shiner 

Thou docst the praiers of the righteous sead 
I*ivsent liefore the majesty divine. 

And his a\%nging wrath to clemency indino. 

i.ii 

• Yet, since thou bidst, thy pleasure shalhe 
doimc. 

Then come, thou man of earth, and see the way, 
lliat never vet was seene of Faeries sonne ; * 
That never leads the traveller astray, 

But after labors long and sad delay,* 

Brings them to joyous rest and endlesse blis. 
But first thou must a season fast and pray, 

; Till from her hands the spright ossoiled is, 
And have her strength recuPd from firaile ia- 
flrmitis.’ 

F 
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LTIT 

he leads liiin 


to the highest 


^That done, 

Mount 

Such one as that same mighty man of God, 
That blood-red billowes, like a walled front, 
On either side disparted with his rod, 

Till that his army tlry-foot through them yod, 
Dwelt forty dales upon ; where, writt in shme 
With bloody letters by the hand of God, t 
The bitter dooine of death and lialefnil iiione 
lie did rceeine, Avhilus Hashing iiie about him 
shone : 


Or like that aaered hill, whose liead full hie, 
Adornd with fruitful 1 Olives all aiwvnd, • 
Is, as it were for endlesse memory 
Of that dcarc Lord who oft thereon was fowiid, 
For ever with a flowring girlond crownd : 

Or like that ]tlcasaunt Mount, that is for ay 
Through famous Poets verse each where* re- 
nownd, 

On which the tlirise three learned Ladies play 
Their hevcnly notes, and make full many^ a 
lovel}’ lay’. 

LV 

From thence, far off he unfi) him did shew 
A little ])atli that was both steupe and lung, 
Which to a goodly Citty' led liis vew , 

Whose wols and towres wore builded high 
and strong 

Of perle and precious stone, that earthl.v tong 
C'annot describe, nor wit of man can tell ; 

Too liigli a ditty' for my simple song. 

The (^itty' of tbc greatc king higlit it well, 
Wherein* etemall peace and h.'ippinesse doth 
dwell. 

LVI 

As he thereon stood gazing, he might see 
The blessed Angeb to and fro descend 
From highest heven in gladsome compunee, 
And with great joy into that Citty wend, 

As commonly os firend does with fiis fmid. 
Whereat he wondred much, and gan enquere, 
What stately building durst so high extend 
Her lofty’ towres unto the starrv sphere, 

And wliat unknowen nation there em peopled 
were ? 


* Faire Knight,’ (quoth he) ‘ Hierusalem that 
The new Hienisalem, that God has built [is, 
For those to dwell in that are chosen his, 

His chosen people, purg’d from sinful guilt 
With pretious blood, which cruelly was spilt 
On cursed tree, of that unspotted )am, 

That for the sinnes of al the world was kilt s 


Now are they Saints all in that Citty sam. 
More dear unm their God then younglings to 
their dam.’ 

LVIII 

* Till now,' said .then the knight, ‘I weened 
well, 

That great Cleopolis, wlieic I ha\c bccue, 

In wliieli that fairest Faerv Qiariicdoth dwell, 
'I'he fairest citty was thai niiglit be seone; 

And that bright towie, all biiill *)f cbristall 
dene, 

Punthea, 81*0110! the bi tglilest thing tlmt was,- 
But now by proofe all i»lber\vise I weeiic, 

For Ibis great (iitly that docs far surpas, 

And this brigJit AiigeLs towre quite dims tliat 
town of glas.’ 


Most trew,’ then said the holy aged man ; 
•Yet is CIcoiiolis, for earthly frame. 

The faire.st ])eeec that eie belioldeu can. 

And well bcseeme.s all knights of nul) 1 c name, 
That covett in tli’ iumioi tall booke of fame 
To be eternized, that same to haunt, 

And docu their service to that soveraigne I lame. 
That glory' <loes to tliein lot guerdon graunt? 
For she is lieveiily borne, and beuveu may 
jiistly^ vaunt. 


LX 

ymp, 


sproiig out from 


‘ And thou, faire 
ICiiglisli race, 

Flow ever now aecompted Elfins somie, 

Well worthy doest thy service for her grace. 
To aide a virgin desolate, loredoinie; 

But when tliou famous \ietorv liast ^^onue,, 
And high cinongst all knights hast hong thy 
shield, 

Theuief'.rtli tlie suitt of earthly comiuest 
.slionne, 

And wksh thy hands from guilt of blood v lidd ; 
For blood can nought but sin, and wa*rs but 
sorrows yield. 

LXI 

<Then seek this path that I to thee presage. 
Which after all to heaven sliall thee send • 
Then peaceably thy painel'ull pilgrimage ’ 

To yonder same Hierusalem doc bend, 

Where is for thee ordaind a blessed end ; 

For thou, emongst those Saints whom thou 
doest see, 

Shidt be a Saint, and thine owne nations frend 
And Patronc : thou Saint Geort/e shalt called 
bee. 

Saint Gtnrge of mery England, the aigne of 
victoree ' ® 
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LXII 

‘ Unworthy wretch,’ (quot& he) ‘ of so great 
grace, 

IIow dare I thinke such glory to attaine ? ’ 
‘These, that have it attaynd, were in like 
cace, 

As wretched men, and lived in like paine,* 

‘ But deeds of armes must I at last bo faine 
And ladies love to leave, so dearcly bouglit? ’ 
‘What nceil of armes, wliere peace doth ay 
rcinaine,* 

(Said h$) ‘ and i>itter battailes all are fought ? 
As for loose loves, they 'are vaine, and vanisii 
into nought.’ 

I.XIII 

‘ O ! let me not,’ (quoth he) ^ tlK*n turne a- 
gainc 

Backe to the world, whose joyes so fruitlcsse 
are ; • . 

But let me heare for aic in peace remaine, 

Or streightway on that last long voiage fare, 
'i'hat nothing may my present liope empare.’ 

‘ That may not be,’ (said he) ‘ ue maist thou 
yitt 

Forgoe” tliat royal maides bequeathed care. 
Who did her cause into thy hand committ, 

Till from her cursed foe thou have her freely 
quitt.’ 

r.xiv 

‘Then shall I soone,’ (quoth he) ‘so (lod me 
Abett that virgins cause disconsolate, [grace, 
And shortly back retiirne unto this place. 

To walke this way iu Pilgrims poore estate. 
But now aread, old father, why of late 
Didst thou behight me borne of F.uglish blood, 
Whom all a Faeries souue doen nominate? ’ 

‘ That word shall I,’ (said he) ‘ avouchen good, 
Sith to thee is imkuowne the cradle af thy 
brood. 

LXV * • 

‘For, well I wote, thou springst from ancient 
race 

Of Saxon kinges, that have with mightic hand, 
And many bloody battailes fought iu face, | 
Higli reaid their royall throne iu Britans laud, j 


j s 

And vanquisht them, unable to withstand : 
From thence a Faery thee unweeting reft, 
There as thoueslepst in tender swadling band, 

I And her base Ellin brood there for thee left : 
Such, men do Chaungelings call, so cliaungid 
by Faeries the^ 

I.XVI 

‘Thence she thee brought into this Faery 
loud, 

And in an heaped furrow did theg hydo ; 
Where thee a Ploughman all unweeting fond, 
As he his toylesome teme that way did guy de. 
And brought thee up iu ploughmans state tc 
byde, 

Whereof (ieorgos he thee gave to name ; 

Till prickt with courage, and thy forces pryde, 
To Faeiy' court thou cam’st to seek for fume. 
And prove thy puissant armes, as seemes thee 
best became.’ 


LXVII 

‘ O holy Sire ! * (quoth he) ‘ how siiall I quight 
The many favours I with thee have fownd, 
That hast my name and nation redd aright. 
And taught the way that does to heaven 
bownd ! ’ • 

This saide, adowne he looked to the grownd 
To have returnd ; but dazed were his eync 
Through passing brightnes, which did quite 
confound 

' His feeble sence, and too exceeding shyiic. 
ISodarke arc earthly thinges compardto things 
divine. 


T.xvm 

At last, whenas himsclfc he gon to fynd, 

To Una back he cost him to retyre, 

Who him awaited still with pensive mynd. 
Great thankes, and goodly meed, to that good 
syre 

He thens departing gave for his paynes hyre 
So came to Una, who him Joyd to see ; 

And, after litle rest, gau lum desyre 
Of her adventure myndfuU for to bee. 

So leave they take 'of Cielia and her daugh- 
ters three. 
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CANTO xr. 

The knight with that old Dragon fights f 

Two days incessantly : 

The third himcoverthrowea, and gayns 
Most glorions victory. 

® I V 

High time now gan it wex for Una fa^-re Then badd the knight hi? Ladj- yede aloof, 

To thinke of those her captive Parents deare^ And to an hill herselfe withdraw as\de ; 

And their forwastcd kin^oin to repa^'i'e : From whence she might behold that battailles 

Whereto wheims they now ai)proched iieare, * proof, 

With hartie wordes her knight she gan to And eke be sflife from daunger far doscryde. 

cheare, She him obayd, and turnd a little w'vde. — 

And in her modest mancr thus bespake : [dear^ Now, O thou sacred Muse ! most learned Dame. 
‘Dcare knight, as deare as ever kniglit was Fayre yinpe of Phoebus and his' aged bryde, 
That all these sorrowes suffer for my sake, iThV Nourse ol’ time and everlasting fame. 

High licvcn behold the tedious toyleyc for me TIml warlike handes eiinoblest wdth iminortall 
take ! name ; 

II VI 

*Now are we come unto mj’ native soyle, () ! gcntlv come into my feeble brest ; 

And to the place wdiere all o*ur iierilles dwell ; |Come gtmtly, but not with that mightie rage. 
Here liauntes that feend, af(d docs his dayly Wherewith the marliall trou[H's thou doest 
spoyle ; * infest, 

Tlierefore, ‘henceforth, bee at your keeping wcU, And hartes of great Hcroi‘s doest enrage, 

And ever ready for your focman fell : That nought their kindled enrage may aswage : 

The sparke of noble corage now awake, Soone as thy dreadfull tromfie begins to sowhd. 

And strive your excellent selfo to excell : The God of w'arre with his tiers eijuipage 

Phot shall ye evermore renowmed make [take.* .Thou doest awake, sleefic never he so sownd ; 
Above all knights on earth, that batteill under- And scared nations doest with hori-or sterne 

astownd. 

III Yll 

And pointing forth, ‘ Lo ! yonder is,’ ( said she) Fayre Goddesse, lav that furious fitt asyde, 

* The brasen tow're,in which my parents deare Till'l of wurres and blofnlv Mars doe sing, 

For dread of that huge feend emprisoud be ; And Ifi-y. on ficldes with Sarazin blwid bt^vde. 

Whom I fiom far see on the walles appeure, Twixt jhat giuat faery Queene and 1‘avnim 

Whose sight my *feeble soule doth greatly j * king, 

And on the top of all 1 do espye [cheare'; That with their horror heven andearth did ring; 
The watchman way ting tydings glad toheare;'A worke of laliour long, and endlcsse itravse 
That, (Omy Parents!) might I happily iBut now a while lett downe that haughtie 
Unto you bring, to ease you of your Aisery !’ string, 

jAiid to my tunes thy second tenor ravse, 

IV That J this man of God his godly annes may 

With that they heard a roaringhideous sownd, Waze. 

That all the ay re with terror filled wyde, viii 

And seemdunMth to shake the stedfast ground. By this, the dreadful Beast drew ni^h to 
Eftsoones that dreadful Dragon they espyde, 1 hand, " 

Where stretcht he lay upon the sunny ^de |Halfe flying and lialfe footing in his haste 
Of a great hill, himselfe like a great hill : That with his largenesse measured much land 

But, all so soone as he from far descryde I And made wide shadow under his huge waste ’ 
Those glistring annes that heven with light: As mountaine doth the valley overcoste 
did fill, [untill. iApproching nigh, he reared high afore ’ 

He rottsd himselfe full blyth, and hostned them ; His body monstrous, horrible, and vaste; 



CANTO XI.] THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


69 


Which, to increase his wondrous greatnes more, 
Was swoln with wrath and poyson, and with 
bloody gore ; 

IX 

And over all with bruscn scales was armd, 
Like plated cote of steele, soi, couched ncare 
That nought mote perce ; ne might his corse 
Im!C harmd 

With dint of swerd, nor push of pointed speare : 
Which as an Eagle, seeing pray ap])earo, 

His aeiy' plumes doth rouze, full rudely (light ; 
So shak^ he, that horror was to heare : 

For as the clashing of an Armor bright, 

Such noyse his rouzed scales did send unto the 
knight. 

X 

His flagg}^ winges, when forth htdid display. 
Were like' two sayles, in which the hollow 
wynd 

Is gathered full, and worketh spe^y way : 
And eke the {lennco, tliat did his pincons bynd, 
Were like mayiic-yardes with Hying canvas 
lynd ; 

With which whenas him list the ayre to beat, 
And there by force unwonted passage fynd, 
The cloudes before him fledd for terror great. 
And all the hevens stood still amazed with his 
threat. 

XI 

His huge, long tayle, wownd up in hundred 
foldes, 

Docs overspred his long bras-scaly back. 
Whose wreathed boughtes when ever he un- 
foldes. 

And thick entangled knots adown docs slack, 
Bespotted as with shieldes of red and blacke, 
It sweepeth all the land behind him farre, 

And of three furlongs does but litle lacke ; 

And at the point two stinges in fixed ai^, 
Both deadly sharp, that shai^iest steele cx- 
ceeden farre. • , 

XII 

But stinges and sharpest stetde did far exceed 
The sharpnesse of his cruel rending clawes : 
Dead was it sure, ns sui*e ns death in deed. 
What ever thing does touch his ravenous pawes, 
Or what within his reach he ever drawes. 

But his most* hideous head my tongue to tell 
Does tremble ; for his deepe devouring jawea 
Wyde gaped, like the grieslv mouth of hell, 
Through which into his darice abysse all ravin 
fdl. 

XIII ■ 

And, that more wondrous was, in either jaw 
Three ranches of^ron teeth enraunged were, 
^which yett trickling blood, and gobbets raw, 
Of late devoured IxKlies did appeara. 


I That sight tflercof bredd cold congealed fearc ; 
Which to increase, and all atonce to kill, 

A cloud of snioothcring smoke, and sulphure 
searc, * 

Out of his stinking gorge forth steemed still. 
That all tiie ayre about with smoke and stench 
did Hll. 

XIV • 

Ilis blazing eyes, like two bright shining 
• shieldes, 

Did burne w'ith wrath, and sparkled living 
fyre ; • 

As two broad Beacons, sett in open fieldes. 
Send forth their flames far off to every sliyre. 
And warning give thatenimies conspyre 
With fire and sword the region to invade : 

So flam’d his eyne with rage and rancorous y re ; 
But far within, as in a hollow glade. 

Those glaring lampes were sett that made a 
dreadfull shade. 

XV 

So dreadfully he towardes him did pas, 
Forelifiing up a>1oft his speckled brest. 

And often bounding on the brused gras. 

As for great joyance cf his newcome guest. 
Eftsoones he gan Advance his haughty crest, 
As chauffed Borenis bristles doth upfeare ; 
And shoke his scales to battailc ready drest. 
That made the Kedcrosse knight nigh rpiako 
for feare. 

As bidding bold defyannee to his focman 
neare. 

XVI 

The knightgan fayrely couch bis steady sjieare, 
And fiersely ran at him with rigorous might : 
The pointed steele, arriving rudely thcarc, 

Ilis harder hyde would netheV perce nor 
bight, 

But, glaiinc’ingby, foorth passed forwanl right. 
Yet sore amoved with so puissauut push, 

'Fhc wrathfull beast about liiin turned light. 
And him so rudely, passing by, did brush 
With his long tayle, that horse and man to 
grvund did'rush. 

XVII 

Both horse ana man up lightly rose agaiue, 
And fresh encounter towardes fiim oddrest ; 
But th’ ydle stroke yet liacke recoyld in vaine, 
And found no place his deadly point to rest. 
Exceeding rage enflam’d the furious Beast, 

To be avenged of so great despight ; 

For never felt his imperceable brest 
So wondrous force from hand of living wight ; 
Yet had he prov’d the imw're of many a puis- 
sant knight. 
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XVIII 

Then, with his waving wines displayed wyde, 
Himselfe up high he lifted rroir the ground, 
And with strong fliglit did forcibly divyde 
The yielding ay re, which nigh too feeble found 
Her flitting parts, and element unsound, 

To lieare sj great a weight : he, cutting way 
With his broad sayles, abouthini soared round; 
At last, low stouping with unweldy awiu*, 
Snatcht up both Iiorse and man, lo'beare them 
quite away, 

• XIX 

liong he them bore above the subject plainer 
So far as Ewghen bow a shaft mov send. 

Till struggling strong did him at lak coustrainc 
To let them downe before his flightes end : * 
As liagard haiike, jireauming to contend 
With hard}' fowle aliove his hahle might. 

His wcarie pounces all in vaine doth spend 
To truase the pray too hea^’}' for his flight ; 
■Which, coniimng down to ground, does free it 
selfe by fight. 

XX 

He so disseised of his grj’ping grossp, 

The knight his thrillant .spcarc againe assavd 
1ji his bras-plated body to einbosse, [lajk ; 
And three mens strength uuto the stroake he 
Wherewith the stiffe beanie quaked as affraj’d, 
And glauncing from his scaly nccke did gl5'de 
Close under his left wing, then brood displayd : 
The percing st<H;lo there wrought a wound ‘full 
■"'.vclc, [low«lly ciy'de 

I hat with the uncouth smart the Monster 


XXI 

lie cryde, as raging seas are wont to rorc 
When wintry storme his wrathful wreck does 
threat ; 

The rolling billowes beafe the ragged shore, 

As they the earth would shoulder from her seal; 
And greedv gidfe^oes gaiie, as he would eat 
His neighbour element in his revenge : 

Then gin the blustring brethren boldlv threat 
To move tlic world from off his stedfak henge, 
And boystroiis battaile make, each other to 
avenge. 

XXII 

The steely head stuck fast still in his flesh. 
Till with his crndl clawes he snatcht the wood, 
And quite a sunder broke. Forth flowed fresh 
A gushing river ofblacke gon' blood. 

That drowned all the land whereon he stood ; 
The streame thereof would drive a water-mill ; 
Trebly augmented was his furious mood 
"With bitter sence of his deepe rootik ill. 

That flames ( f fire he threw forth from his 
large nosethrih 


XXlll 

His hideous tayTe then hurled he about. 

And therewith all enwrapt the nimble thyes 
Of his froth-fomy steed, wdiosc courage stout 
Strivini^ to loose the knott that fast him tyes, 
Hiinseltc in streighter bandes too rash implyes, 
That to the ground he is perforce constrayiid 
To throw his ryder ; -who can quickly A'se 
From off the earth, with durty blood distajTid, 
For that reprochfull fall right fowly bo disd.ay iid; 


XXIV 

And fercely tookc his trenchand blade in hand, 
With which he stroke so furious and so fell, 
That nothing scenid the puisaaunce could wilh- 
UiXMi his crest the hardned yron fell, ( stand: 
Ihit his ino|c hardned crest wma arnul so well, 
That deeper dint therein it wcnild uol make; 
Yet so extromely did the buffo him quell. 

That from thenckorth he ^lunul the like to lake. 
But when he saw them come he did them still 
forsake. 

\\v 

Thcknight Avas wroth to see his htrokebcguyld, 
And smot againe ivitli more outragi'ous miglil ; 
Hut backe againe the sparoling steelo lecoyld. 
And left not any marke where it, did light*. 

As if in Adamant rocke it had be,ene pight. 
The boast, impatient of his smarting wound 
And of so fierce and forcible dos]>igbt, f ground; 
Thought with his winges to stye above the 
But his laic Avounded Aving unservice.'iblc found. 

XXVI 

Tlien full of griefe and anguish A’chempiit, 
Ilelowdly brayd, that like Avas ncA’cr heard; 
And from his wide deA’ouriug oa'oii sent 
A flake oi'iiro, that flashing in his lieard 
Him all ainazd, and almost mnili- afcjird : 

Tlie Kvrr bing flame sore sAvingod all his face. 
And through his armour all his hod\' .se;ird. 
That he could not endure so cruell (■ace, 

But thought his armes to Icuat, and helmet 
to unlace. 


A.AA'II 

Xot that great Champion of the. -intique world, 
Whom famous Poetes verse so much doth 
vaunt. 

And hath for twelve huge labouVs high extold, 
S(» many furies and shanie fits did liaunt. 
When him the poysoiiod garment didcnchaunt, 
When Centanres bipod and bloodv A'erses 
charind ; * rdaiint 

As did this knight tAvelve thousand dolours 
^Miom fyrie steele noAA' burnt, tliat erstliim 
armd; , 

That erst him g^ly armd, now most of all 
lum harmd. 
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XXVIII 

Fayiit, Avearie, sore, einboj’led, grieved, brent, 
With heat, toyle, -wounds, arines, smart, and 
inward fire, 

Tluit iiCA^er man such miscliiefe-s did torment: 
Death better were ; deatti <li(l he oft desire. 
But death will never come when nccdcs require. 
WJiom so dismayd when that his fcK! beheld, 
lie cast to suilcr him no more respire. 

But gan i)is sturdy steriie about to weld. 

And him so strongh- stroke, that to the ground 
him fcld. 

XXIX 

It fortuned, (as fayre it then befell) 

Behynd his hacke, unweeting, where he stood, 
Of aimcient time there was a springing well, 
From which fast trickled forth a^ilver flood. 
Full of great vertues, and for med’cinc good : 
Whylome, before that cursed Dragon got 
That liappy land, and all with innocent blood 
Defy Id those sacred Ava\-cs, it rightly hot 
The’ ANcll of life, ne yet his vertues had 
forgot : 

XXX 

Foi- unto life the dead it could restore. 

Ami guilt of sinfull crimes cleane wash aAvay ; 
Those that with sickiuwse wore infected sore 
It could recure; and aged long decay 
Benew. as oue Avere borne that very ’day. 

Both iSilo this, and Joidan, did excel), 

And th’ Fmglish Bath, and eke the (icrmaii 
S])au ; 

Jfe <-an Cephise, nor llehrus, match this Avell : 
Into the same the knight back overthnmen 
fell. 

XXXI 


Her daint^'^^imbs in her sad dierimcnt, 

But praying still did wake, and waking did 
lament. 

XXXIII 

The morrow next giin carely to ajqieaTe, 
[That Titan rose to ruime. his ’daily race; 

But earely, ere the morioAv next gan rcare 
Out of the sea fairc Titans deaivy face. 

Up rose the gentle -virgin from her place, 

Amf looked ^1 about, if she might spy 
Her loA'etl knight to move his manly pace : 

For she had great doubt of his sifety, 

Since late she saw him fall before liis enimy. 

XXXIV 

> At last she saw where he ujistarted hraA’e 
Out of the Avell, wherein he drenched lay : 

As Eagle, fresh out of the ocean Avave, 

Where he hath Icftc his plumes all hory gray. 
And deckt himselfc with fethers youthly gay, 
Like F^A’as haukc up mounts unto the skies. 
His newly-budded pineons to assay, 

And marv'eilcs at himselfe stil as he flics : 

So new .this ncAv-borne knight to battcll neiv 
did rise. 

x.x.w 

Whom Avhen tip* damned feend so fiesh did 
No Avonder if he Avondred at the sight, [spy, 
And doubted A\hether his late enimy 
It weie, or other neAv supplied knight, 
lie noAA', to proA-^e his late- renewed might, 
High brandishing his bright deaw-burning 
blade, 

TTpon his crested scalp so sore did smite. 

That to the scull a yuAA’ning avouiuI it made ; 
The deadly dint his dulled sences all dismaid. 


Noav gan the golden Fhmbus for to steeiic 
His tierie face in billoAves of the Avest, 

And his faint steedes Avatreil in Ocean neepe. 
Whiles from their journall labours |hey (lid 

When that infcrnall Monster, liaA'ing kest 
His Avearie foe into that living AA'ell, 

Gan high advnunce his broad discoloun'dhivst 
AboA’-e his -wonted pitch, Avith countenance fell. 
And clapt his yron AA'irigs us Auctor he did 
dwell, 

XXXIT 


XXXA'I 

I wote not Avhether the revenging stcele 
Were hardned Avith that lioh water dew 
Wherein he fell, or sharpej ^ge did fcele. 

Or his baptized hands now greater grew, 

Or other si'cret A’^ertue did ensew ; 

Els never (;ould the force of fleshly armc, 

Ne mol(en mettall, in his hhawl embrcAV ; 

For till that stowiid could never Avight him 
hanne [eharme. 

By subtilty, nor slight, nor might, nor mighty 


Which Avhon his pensive Undy saw from farre. 
Great w()e and sorrow ihd her soiile assay, 

As weening that tlie sad end of the warn* ; 
And gan to highest God clntirely pray 
'riiat feared durance from her to tum’e aAA'av : 
With folded hands, and knees full lowly bent. 


X.XXAMI 

The criiell wound enraged him so sore, 

That loud he yelled for exceeding paine; 

As hundred ramping Lions seemd to rorc. 
Whom ravenous hunger did thereto constrnine ; 
Then gan he tosse aloft his stretched traine, 


All night shee watcht, ne once adovme’ would! And thereAvith scourge the buxome aire so soi^ 
lay [Tliat to his force to yiclden it was faine ; 
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Xc oujrlit bis sturdy strokesi miglii. stand afore, 
That high trees overthrew, and rocks in peaces 
tore. 

xxxviii • 

The same advauncing high above his liead, 
With sharpe intended sting so rude Iiiin sniott, 
That to the earth liim drove, as stricken dead ; 
Ne living wight w'ould have him life bchott : 
The mortall sting his angry needle sliott 
Quite through his shield, and in his shdhlder 
seasd, 

Where fast ii stucke, ne w’ould thereout be gott : 
The griefe thereof him wondrous sore discasd, 
Ne might his rancling paine with patience be 
appeasd. 

XXXIX 

But yet, mure mindfull of his honour deare 
Then of the grievous smart which him did 
wring, 

From loathed soile he can him lightly' rear^ 
And strove to loose the far infixed sting : 
Which when in vaine he tryde wdth strugge- 
ling, 

Inflam’d with wrath, his raging blade he heflfe, 
And strooke so strongly, that the knotty string 
Of his huge taile he quite a sonder defte ; 

Five joints thereof he hewd, and but the stump 


him lefte. 


XL 


Hart cannot tliinke what outrage and what 
cries. 

With fowle enfouldrod smoake and flashing Are, 
The hell-bred beast threw forth unto the ski&s, 
That all was covered with darknesse dire : 
Then, fraught wdth rancour and en^rorged yre^ 
He cast at once him to avenge for ml ; 

And, gathering up himselfc out of the mire 
With his uneven wings, did fiercely fall 
Upon his sunne-liright shield, and grypt it 
fast w'ithall. 

V XU 

Much was the man eucombred with his hold 
In feare to lose his weapon in his paw, 

Ne wist AXtt how his tdaunts to unfyld ; 

Nor harder was from Cerberus greed} Jaw 
To plucke a bone, then from his crnell daw' 

To reave by stren^h the griped gage away ; 
Thrise he assayd it from his foote to draiv. 
And thrise in vajne to draw it did assay ; 

It booted nought to thinke to robbe him of hisj 
pray. 

XLII 

Tho, when he satr no power might pre> ail^ 
His trusty sword he caid to his last aid, 
Wherewith he iersly did his foe assaiJc, 

And double blowes about him stoutly laid, 


That glauncing fire out of the yron plaid, 

As sparkles from ^he Andvilc use to fly, 

When heavy hammers on the wedge are swaid : 
Therewith at last he forst him to unty 
One of his grasping feete, him to defend 
thereby. 

XLIII 

The other foote, fast fixed on lii* shielA, 
Whenas no strength nor stroks mote him con- 
straine 

To loose, ne yet the w'arlike jiledge to yield, 
lie smott thereat wdth all his might and niaine. 
That nought so w'ondrous pmshui.uce might 
sustuine : 

Upon the joint the lucky steclc did I'ght, 

And made such way that Iicwd it quite in 
twanfc ; 

The paw yett missed not liis minisht might. 
But hong still on tlie shield, as it at first was 
pight. 

XLIV 

For griefe thereof and divolisli despight, 
From his infernall fburnace fortli he threw 
Huge flames that dimmed all the hevens light, 
Enrold in duskisli smoke and brimstone blew: 
As burning Aetna from his boyling stew 
Doth belch out flames, and roekes in ]>ccces 
broke. 

And ragged ribs of mountainas molten new, 
Knwrapt in coleblacke clowds and filthy smoke. 
That al the land with stench and heven with 
horror choke. 


The hcate whereof, and harmefull pestilence. 
So sore him noyd, that forst liim to retire 
A little backeward for his best defence. 

To save his body from the scorching fin-, 
Whiclrlu from hellish cntrailcs did expire. 

It chaunst, (cteraall (Joil that chaunce did 
. guide) 

As he recoiled backeward, in the mire 
Ills nigh foreweried feeble feet did slide. 

Ami dow'iie he fell, with dread of shame sore 
tern fide. 

XLVI 

Tliere grew a goodly tree him faire beside, 
Loaden with fruit and apples rosv redd, 

As they in pure vermiliou had been dide, 
Whereof great vertues over-all were redd : 

For happy life to all which thereon fedd. 

And life eke everlasting did befall : 

Great Gotl it planted in that blessed stedd 
With his Almighty hand, and did it call 
The tree of life, the crime of our first fathers 
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XLVII 

In all the world like was nqt to be fownd, 
Save in that soile, where all good things did 
grow, 

And freeh' sprong out of the fruitfull grownd, 
As incorrupted Nature did them sow, 

Till that dredd Dragon all dhl overthrow. 
Another like faire tree eke grew thereby, 
Whereof whoso did eat, eftsoones did know 
^th good and ill. O moumfull memory I 
That tree through one mans fault hath doen 
us all to dy. 

' XLVIII 

From that first tree forth flowd, as fram a 
well, 

A trickling streame of Bidme, most sovcrainc 
And dainty deare^ which on the aground still 
fell, 

And overfiowed all the fertile ])lainc, 

As it had deawed bene with timely mine: 

Life and long health that gracious ointment 
gave, [againe 

And deadly wounds could hcale, and rcare 
The sencelcsse cor.>e appointed for the grave : 
Into that same he fell, w'hich did from death 
him save. 


XLIX 

For nigh thereto the ever damned Beast 
Durst not approch, for he was deadly made. 
And al that life preserved did detest ; 

Yet he it oft adventur'd to invade. 

By this the drouping day-light gan to fade. 
And yield his rowmc to sad succeeding night, 
WhoVith her sable mantle gan to shade 
The face of earth and wayes of living wight, 
And high her burning torch set up in heaven 
bright. 

^ • 

When gentle Una saw the second fall 
Of her dcare knight, w'ho, w’eary of long (jghl 
And faint through losse of blood, nuxiv'd not 
at all, 

But lay, as in a dreame of deepe delight, 
Besmeardwith pretious Balme, whose vertuous 
might 

Did heale his woundes, and scorching heat alay ; 
Againe she stricken was with sore affright. 
And for his safetie gan devoutly pray, 

And watch the noyous uight| and wait for 
joyous day. 

u . 

The joyous day gan early to appeare ; 

And fayre Aurora from the deawy bed 

Of aged Tithone gan herselfe to r^re 

*V ith rosy cheekes, for shame os blushing red; 


Her golden locks for hast were loosely shed 
About her eares, when Una her did marke 
Cljnnbe to her charct, all w'ith ftowers spred, 
From heven high to chacc the diearelease 
darke; [larke. 

With mery note her lowd solutes the mounting 

ui 

Then freshly up arose the doughty knight, 
All h^cd of his hurts and woundes wide. 

And did himselfe to battaile ready dight ; 
Whose early foe awaiting him l)eiiide 
To have devourd, so soonc as da}' he spyde, 
When now he saw himselfe so fmshly reare, 
As if late fight had nought him dainnifyde. 
He woxc dismaid, and gan his fate to feare : 
Nathlcsse with wonted rage he him advaunced 
neare. 


LIII 

And in his first entmnter, gaping wyde, 

He thought attonce him to have swallowd 
quight. 

And rusht upon him w'itli outragious pryde ; 
Who him rcncountring fierce, as hauke in 
flight, 

Perforce rebutted backe. The weapon bright, 
Taking odvunta^ of his open jaw, [might, 
Ihin through his mouth with so importune 
That deepe emperst his darksom hollow muAv, 
And, back retyrd, his life blood forth with all 
did draw. 


LTV 

So downc he fell, and forth his life did breath. 
That vanisht into smoke and cloudes swift ; 
So downc he fell, that th’ earth him underneath 
Did grone, as feeble so great load to lift ; 
Sodowmchc fdl, as anhuge rocky cliff, [awav, 
Wliose false foundacion waves have washt 
With dreadfull poyse is from the mayneland rift, 
Androlling downe great Ncrituiie doth dismay : 
So downe he fell, and like an heaped inountaine 
lay. 

LV 

The knfght him selfeeven trembled at his fall, 
So hu^ and horrible a masse it scemd ; 

And his deare Lad}', that beheld it al^ 

Durst not approch for dread which she mis- 
deemd; 

But 3'et at last, whenas the dircfull feend 
She saw not stirre, otT-shaking vaine affright 
She nigher drew, and saw that joyous end : 
Then God sho praysd, and thankt her faithfull 
knight. 

That had atchievde so great a conquest by his 
might. 
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CANTO XII. 


Payre TJna to the Ilcilcrossi' KnifThb 
Betrnnthod is with joy : 

Tiiouj'h filse IhiCHRa, it to biUTo, 
Her false slcightcs doe irnploy. 


llEiiubi) ! I .see the haven ni^h nt hand 
To which I inuane niy wearic course to bend ; 
Verethe inaiue shete, and beare up with 
land, 

Tlie which afore is fayrly to be kend, 

And scerneth safe ironi at onus that may offend ; 
There this favre vivfrin wcaide of her way 
Must landed bee, now at her journeyes end ; 
'I’liere eke my feeble barkc a while may stay. 
Till mery Avynd and ueather call her thtmeu 
aivay.* 


V 

Forth came lliat nuncient Lord, and aged 
! Qiicene, 

Arayd in antiipie robes doAvne to the grownd, 
And sad li|^l)iljmenls nuht well lieseene : 

A noble crew about them waited rownd 
Of sage and sober peres, all gravely goAvnd ; 
Whom tar before did march a.goiaily band 
Of tall Aoung men, all liable airnes to sowiid : 
But now they laurell braunches bore in hand, 
Glad signe of victory and peace in all their 
land. 


Scai-sely had Plimbus in the glooming Eiust 
Yett harne.sscd his fyrie-footed teeme, 

Ne reard aboA’C the earth IiTs llaming creast. 
When the last deadly smoke aloft <lid steeme. 
That sigiic of last oiilbrcathed life did seeme 
Unto the Avatchman on the castle-Avall , 

Who thereby dead that halefull lk*astdid deeme. 
And to his Loid and Lady loAvd gaii call, 

To tell lioAv he hud scene the Dragons fatal! fall. 


Uprose with ha.'»ty Joy, and feeble s|iced, 
That aged Satv, the L'jrd of all that land. 

And looked forth, to weet if l.rcAv indeed 
I’liosc tydiiiges were, as he di<l understand : 
Which wheiias l,rew by trynl! he out fond, 

He badd to open Va iIc bis bra.sen gate, 

Which long time bad beenc shut, and out of bond 
Proclayinedjoy ami pence through all his state; 
F or dead now* avrs 1 heir foe, Avhich theip forrayed 
late. 

lA’^ 

Thcngan triumphant Trompets sowndon hyc, 
That sent to hcveti the ecchoed rcp<»rt 
Of their new joy, and happie victory 
Gainst him, that hud them long oppresl Avitli 
And fast imprisoned in sieged fort. [tort. 
Then all the people, as in solenmc feast. 

To him assemble Avitli one full consort, 
Kcjoycing at the fall of that great beast, 

From whose etemall bonda^ noAV they were 
releost. 


Unto that doughtic Conquerour they came, 
And him liefon* themselves prostratiiig low, 
I'hcir Lord and l*atrouc loud did him pro- 
clame. 

And at his feet their luArrell honghes did throw’. 
Soone after them, all daimeing on a row. 

The comely Airgiiis came, w’ith girlands dight. 
As fresh as floAvres in iiicdow grivne iloe grow 
When morning deaw upon their leaves doth 
light; [oiiliiuht. 

Ami in their liandes sweet Tiiiihrelsull upheld 


Au(|tliciii before t he fry of ehihlren Aong 
Their Avanlou sportes and childish iiiirlh did 
• play, 

An*d to the Maydens sownding lymhrels song 
j In Avell attuned notes a jo\ ous hi\’, 

'And iiiade dclightfull iii'ii.si(!k all the avua', 
Untill they came wherethat faire virgin stood : 
As favre Diana in fro.sh sommers day 
Beholdeshernymphcs euraimg’d in sh'adv wood, 
Some Avrcstlc, some do run, some liathe in 
christall flood. 


So she beheld those maydens meriincnt 
Witli ehearefull a’cav ; Avho, when to her thev 
came, 

Themselves to ground with gracious humhlesse 
And her ador’d by honorable name, [lient. 
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Lifting to heven her everlasting' fame : 

Then on her head the}' sett a girlond greenc, 
And crowned her twixt earnest and twixt 
game : 

Who, in her self-resemblancc well beseene. 

Did seeme, such as she was, a goodly maiden 
Queene. 

IX 

And after all the rasknil many ran. 

Heaped together in rude rablement, 

'J'o see tlie face of that victorious man, 

Whom pll admired as from heaven sent, 

And gasd upon with gaping Avondennont ; 
liut when they came where that dead Dragon 
lay, ■ [tent, 

Stretcht on the ground in monstrous large cx- 
Thc sight Avith ydle fcare «lid thflii dismay, 
Ne durst approcli him nigii to touch, or once 
assay. 

X 

Some feard, and iledd ; some fcard, and well 
it faynd ; 

One, that would Aviser seeme then all llic rest, 
Warnd him not touch, for yet perhaps remaynd 
Some lingring life within bis holloAV brost, 

Or in liis Avombe might Inrke some hidden nest 
Of many Dragonettes, his fruitfull seedc : 
Another saide, that in his eyes did rest 
Vet sparckling fyre, and badd thereof take 
lieed ; 

Another said, he saAV him moA’e his eyes indeed. 


One mother, whenas her foolehardy ehyld 
Did come too neare, and Avith ins talaiits play, 
llalfe tlead througli fcare, her litlc babe re- 
A'yld, 

And to her gossibs gan in counsell say f 
‘ IloAV can 1 tell, but that his talants may 
Yet scratch my sonne, or rend histende/handV’ 
So diA'crsly them seh’es in A'aine they fray ; 
Whiles some more bold to measure him nigh 
stand, 

To prove hoAv many acres he did spred of land, 


And after to his Pallace he them bringes. 
With shaumes^and trompets, and with Clarions 
sweet, 

And all the Ava}' the joyous people singes, 

And with their garments slrowes the paved 
street ; f meet 

Whence mounting up, they fynd i>urv(*yauiice 
Of all, that royall Princes court l)c<‘ame ; 
And^ll the iloore Avas underneath their leet 
Bespredd Avitli costly scarlott of great, name. 
On which tliey lowly sitt, and filling purpose 
frame. 


• Ml j 

^ 'rims flocked all the folkc him roAvnd about ; 
ThcAvhiles that boarie king, with alibis trainc. 
Being arriA'ed where tliat champion stout 
After his foes defeasaiince did rcmainc, 

Him goodly greetes, aud fdyre does cntertaync 
With princely gifts of yvory and gold, [panic. 
And thousand thankes'him* yeeldes for all his 
Then when his daughter deafe he does behold, 
Her deaieiy doth imbrace, and kissetb manifold. 


What needes me tell their feast and goodly 
guize, 

In Avhich was nothing riotous nor vaine? 
What needes of dainty dishes to ilcvizc. 

Of comely seirices, of courtly irayncV 
My narrow leaA'cs cannot in'them contnyne 
The large discourse of roiall Princes stale. 

Yet was their manner then but bare and iilayne ; 
For th’ antique Avorld cxcesse and pryde did 
bate : * [late. 

Such proud luxurious pompe is swollen up but 


Tlien, Avben with meates and drinkes of every 
kindc 

Their ferA’cnt Hp[)etites they quenched bad, 
That aiiiK'icnt Lord gan lit occasion tinde, 

Of straungc adA’enture,s, and of iH*rils sad 
W'bicli in liis trnvell him befallen bad, 

For to demaund of his renowmed guest : [sad, 
Who then Avith utt’rniiM' graA’e. and eount'iiance 
Fiom poynt to poynt, as is befoie exprest, 
Discoiirst bis voyage long, ueeoiding his re- 
quest. 

XVI 

Great pleasure, mixt will^]illtirn1 regard, 
That godly King and Queene did jiassionate, 
Whyles they his pittifiill adA’cntiirc.s heard ; 
That oft they did lament his lueklcssc statu, 
And oftwi blame the too imjiortinie fate 
That lieaiid on him so many Avrathfull Avreakes ; 
For neA'er gentle knight, as be of late, 

So tossed was in fortmies criiell freakes : 

And all the while salt leaves bedcawd the 
hearers elieaks. 


Then sayd that royall Pere in sober wise ; 

' Deare Sonne, great bi'ene the evils which ye 
bore 

From first to last in your late enteiqirise. 

That 1 note whether praise or pitty more ; 


70 THE FREEZE QUEEHE. [book I. 


For ne^er living? man, I weene, sc sore 
In sea of deadly daungers was distrest : 

Hut. since now safe ye seised have the shore, 
And well arrived are, (high (lod be blest !) 

Ijct us devize of ease and everlasting rest.' 

* All dearest Lord I ' said then that doughty 

knight, 

‘ Of ease or rest I may not yet devize ; 

For by the faith which I to armes have plight, 
I bownden am streight after this emprize, 

As that yoift daughter can ye well advize, 
Backe to retoume to that great Faery Qiiccne, 
And her to serve sixe yearcs in warlike wize, 
Gainst that proud Paynim king that works her 
tcene : [lieener 

Tlierefore I ought crave pardon, till I there have 

' Unhappy falls that hard necessity.’ 

(Quoth he) ' the troiiblcr of my happy jicacc^ 
And vowed foe of my felicity ; 

Nc I against the same can justly preacc : 

But since that band ye cannot now release. 
Nor docn undo, (for vowes may not lie vayne) 
Soonc as the tenne of those six yeares shall 
cease, 

Ye then shall hither backe retourne agayne, 
The marriage to accomplish vowd betwixt you 
twajTi. 

XX 

• Which, for my part, 1 covet to performe 
In sort as through the world I did proclamc, 
That who-so kild that monster most deforme, 
And him in hardy battayle overcame, 

Should have mineonely 'daughtertohis Dame, 
And of my kingdomc heyre epparaunt bee : 
Therefore, since now to thee perteynes the same 
By dew desert of noble chevalree, [to thee.’ 
Both daughter and eke kingdomc lo 1 I yield 

'riieii forth he called Uiat his daughter fayro. 
’J’he fairest Uii’, his onely daughter deare, 

H is onely daughter and his only hayre ; 

Who forth proceeding with sad sobd cbeare, 
As bright as doth the morning starre apfiearc 
Out of the East, with flaming lockes bedight, 
I'o tell that dawning day is drawing ncare, 
And to the world does bring long-wished light : 
So faire and fresh that Lady shewd hersclfc in 
sight. 

XXII 

So faire and fresh, as fteshest flowre in May; 
For she had layd her mourtiefull stole aside, 
And widow-like sad wimple throwne away. 
Wherewith her heavenly beautie she did hide, 


Whiles on her wearie Journe}' she did nde ; 
And on her now a garment she did wMre 
All lilly white, withoutten spot or pride, 

That seemd like silke and silver woven neare: 
But neither silke nor silver therein did appeare. 

XXIII 

The blazing brightnesseof her heaiitics beame. 
And glorious light of her sunslnTi> face, I 
To tell were as to strive against tl e streamc : 
Mj' ragged rimes are all too rude and bace 
Her heavenly lineaments for to ciichace. 

Ne wonder ; for her own doarc loved knight. 
All were she daily with himselfc iii jdace, 
Didwondermuchathcrcclcstifllsight : [diglit. 
Oft had he seene her faire, but never so faire 

So faircly Sight when she in presence came. 
She to her Syre made humble reverence, 

And bowed low, that her right well iKK'amc, 
And added grace unto her excellence : 

Who with great wisedomc and grave eloquence 
Thus gnn to say — But, care he thus had sayd, 
With flying speede, land seeming great pretence, 
Came running in, much like a man dismayd, 
A Mes.sciigcr with letters, wdiich his message 
sayd. 

XXV 

All in the open hall amazed stood 
At suddeinnessc of that unwary sight, 

And wondred at his bieathlesse hastj' mood : 
But he for nought would stay his pass^c right, 
Till last before the king he'did alight ; 
Wherefallingflat great huinblesse he did make. 
And kist the ground w^hereon his foot was pight: 
Then to his liuiides that writt he did betake, 
Which lie disclosing read thus, as the pa|)ei 
spake : 

XXVI 

* To^heo, most mighty king of Eden fayro, 
Her gq'eting sends in these sad lines addrest 
The* wofull daughter and forsaken heyre 
Of that great Rnifierour of all tlie West ; 

And bids thee be advized for the best, 

Eve thou thy daughter linck, in holv band 
I Of wedlocke, to that new unknowen'giicst : 
jFor he already plighted his right hand 
I Unto another love^ and to anotliqr land. 

XXVIT 

‘ To me, sad mayd, or rather widow sad. 

He was afTyaunced long time before, 

And sacred pledges he both gave, and had, 
{False erraunt knight infamous, and forswore ! 
i Witiiessc the burning Altars, which he swort*, 
{And guilty heavens of hi.s hold perjury; 

I Which though he hath polluted oa of yore, 
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Yet I to them for judgment just doe fly, 

And them conjnre r avenge this shamefuU 
injury. 

XXVIII 

*■ Therefore, since mine he is, cr free or bond. 
Or false or trew, or living or £lse dead, 

Wi thhold, O soverayne Prince ! your hasty hond 
From knitting league with him, 1 you aread ; 
Ne weene my right with strength adowne to 
tread, 

Through weaknesse of my widowhed or woe ; 
For truth is strong her rightfull cause to plead, 
And shall finde friends, if need requircth soc. 
So bids thee well to fare, Thy neither friend 
nor foe, Fidesaa.* 

XXIX 

Wlien he these bitter by ting worocs had red. 
The tydings straunge dm him abashed make. 
That still he sate long time astonished, 

As in great muse, lie word to creature spake. 
At lost his solemn silence thus he brake, 

With doubtfull eyes fast fixed on his guest : 

‘ liedoubted knight, that for myno only sake 
Thy life and honor late adventurcst, * ( prest. 
l^t nought be hid from me that ought to be ex> 


‘What meane these bloody \owcs and idle 
threats, 

Throwne out from M'omanish impatient mynd? 

VV^hat lievcnsV what altars? what enraged 
heates, 

Here hca|)ed up with termes of love unkynd. 

My conscience cloare with guilty bands would 
byndV 

High God bo witn^ssc that 1 guilllessc ame ; 

Hut if yourselfe. Sir knight, ye faulty fynd. 

Or wrapped be in loves of former Dame', 

With cryme doe not it cover, but disclosfi the 


iThat easy was t’ inveigle weaker sight : 

I Who bv her wicked arts and wylio skill, 

I Too fafse and 8lS*ong for earthly skill or might, 
Unwares me wrought unto her wicked will, 
And to my foe betrayd when least 1 feared il 


Then stepped forth the goodly royall Mayd, 
And (m the ground herselfe prostrating low, 
With sober countenance thus to him sayd : 

‘ () ! pardon me, my soveraine Loni to sheow 
The secret treasons, which of late I know 
To have bene wrought by that false sorccressc : 
iShce, onely she, it is, th*at carst did throw 
^is gentle knight into so great distresse, 
Tliat death him did awaitc in daily wretched- 
nesse. 

XX XIV 

‘And now it. seemes, that she suborned hath 
This crafty messenger with letters vaine, 

To worke new woe and impro\ ided scalh, 

Hy breaking of the band betwixt us iwaiiic; 
Wiierein she used hath the practicke painc 
Of this false footman, clukt >\ith simpleiiesse, 
Wliome if ye yilease for to discover plaine, 

Ye shall him Arcliimago find, J ghesse, [ Icsse.' 
The falsest man alif^e: who trics^ shall And no 


The king was greatly moved at her speach *, 
And, all with suddein indignation fraight, 

Had on that Messenger rude hands to reach. 
Eftsoones the Gard, which on his state did n ait, 
Attacht that faytor false, and bound him strait, 
Who seeming sorely chaiifl'cd at his band. 

As chained licare whom cruell dogs doe bait, 
With ydle force did faine them to withstand, 
And often semblaunce made to scape out of 
their hand. 


XXXI « , XXXVI ^ 

To whom the Kedcrosse knight this answere Hut they him layd full low in dungeon deepe, 
sent : And bound him hand and foote with y run chains ; 

‘My Lord, my king, be nought hereatdismayd, And with continual watch did w'arely keepe. 
Till well ye wotc by grave intendiment, Wlio them would thinke that by li'is subtile 
What woman, and wherefore, doth me upbrayd trains 

With breach of love and loialty betray'd. He could escape fowle death or deadly pains ? 
It was in my mishaps, as hitherward Thus, when that Princes wrath vra& pacifide, 

1 lately traveild, that uiiwares 1 strayd He gan renew the late forbidden bains. 

Out of my way, through perils straunge and And to the knight his daughter deare he tyde 
hard, [ declard. With sacred rites and vowes for ever to abyde. 

That day should faile me ere 1 had them all 

XXXII XXXVII 

‘ There did 1 find, or rather I ivas fowmd His owne two hands the holy knotts did knitt, 

Of this false woman tliat Fidessa hight. That none but death for ever can divide ; 

Fidessa hight the falsest Dame on gruwnd, His owne two hands, for such a tume most fitt, 

Most false Duessa, royall richly dight, The housling fire did kindle and provide, 
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And holy water thereon eprinckled wide; 

At which the bushy Teade a groome did light, 
And sacred lamp in secret chamber hide, 
Where it should not be quenched day nor night, 
For feare of evil fates, but bumen ever bright. 

XXXVIII 

Then gnn they sprinckle all the posts with 
Avine, 4 

And made great feast to solemnize tiint day : 
They all perfumde with frankincense divine, 
Ami piucioin odours fotclit from far away. 
That sUl the house did sweat with great aray: 
And all the while swcete Ulusicke did apply 
Her curious skill the warbling notes to play. 
To drive away tlie dull Melancholy; " • 
The whiles one sung a song of love and jollity. 

XXXIX 

During tliGAvhich there was an heavenly noise 
Heard sowiul through all the Pallace pleasantly, 
Like as it had beiic many an Angels voice 
Singing before th’ eternall majesty, 

Tn their trinall trijdieitics on nye : 

Yett wist no creature whence that hevcnly 
Proceeded, yet each one felt secretly f SAveet 
llimselfc thereby refte of hh sences meet, 

And ravished Avith rare iuipression in his sprite. 

XL 

Great ioy Avas made that day of young and 
old, 

And solemnc feast proclaymd throughout the 
land, 


That their exceeding merth may not be told : 
Suffice it heare b}^ signes to understand 
The usuall joyes at knitting of lov^ bond. 
Thrisc happy man the knight himselfe did 
hold, 

Possessed of his Ladies hart and hand ; 

And ever, when his eie did her behold, 

His heart did seemc to melt m jdensui-erf mani- 
fold. 

Xl.l 

Her joyous presence, and sweet « mpiiiiy, 

In full couteut he there did long enjoy; 

Ne wicked envy, ne vile geaiosy, 

Ills deare deliglits were liable to ani.o} : 

Yet, swimming in that sea of blisfull joy, 

He nought ^rgott how he Avliilome had sworne, 
In case he could that moustruus beast de- 
stroy, 

Unto his Faery (^ueene bneke to retourne ; 
The which he shortly did, and Una left to 
mourne. 

XLII 

Now, strike your sailes, yee jolly Mariners, 
For A\ c lie come unto a (juiet rodeji 
Where we must land some of our passengers. 
And light this AA'cary vessell of her lode: 

Here she a while may make her safe abode. 
Till she repaired have her tackles sfient, 

And wants supplide ; And then againe abroad 
On the long A’lunge Avhereto she is bent : 

Well may she speede, lUid foirely finish hci 
intent I 
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THE SECOND BOOK 

* OF 

TIIE FAEEIE QUEENE 


CONTAYNING TUB LEGKNU OF SIR GUYON, OR OF TEMPERA UXCF.. 


I That nothing; is but that which he hath scene? 

Bight well I wote, most mighty Soveraine, .What if within ftie Moones fa>rc shining 
That all this famous antique history i , spheare, 

Of .some th’ abouiidana! of an ydlc braine : What if in every other starre unseeno 

Will judged be, and painted tbrgerj^ . Of other worldes he happily should heare, 

Bather then matter of just memory ; wonder would much more; yet such to 

Sith none that breatheth living uire does know; some api>eare. 

Where is that happy land of Faery, | 

Which I 80 much doc vaunt, yet no where. iv 

show, , • . , , ! Of faerA' lond yet if he more inquyre, 

But vouch auti(j[uities, which no waly can certein signes, here sett in sondrie place, 
1 'MOav. jUc may it fynd ; ne let him then admyre, 

^ j But yield his scnce to bee too blunt and bace, 
That no’te without an hound line footing trace. 
And thou, O fayrest Princessc under sky ! 

In this fayre mirrhour maift behold thy faco^ 
And thine uwne rcalmes in lond of Faery, 
And in this antique ymage thy great auncestry. 


But let that man ivith better seiicc advize, 
Tliat of the, world least part to us is red^ , 
And daily how through hardy enterprize 
Miiny great Regions are tiiscovered, 

Whicli to late age were never mentioned. 

Who ever heard of th’ Indian Peru ? 

Or wlio in venturous vessell measured 
Tlie Amazon huge river, now found trew? 

Ur fruitfuUest •Virginia who did ever vew? 

in 

Yet all these were, when no man did them 
know, 

Yet have from wisest ages hidden beeno ; 


The Avhich O ! pardon me thus to enfold 
In covert vele, and wrap in shodowes light, 
That feeble eyes your glory may beholih 
Which ells could not endure ‘those beames 
bright. 

But would bee dazled with exceeding light. 
| 0 ! pardon, and vouchsafe with patient eare 


And later times thinges more unknowne shall; The brave ^ventures of tliis faery knight, 
show. j'rhe good Sir Guyon, gratiously to heare ; 


Why then should Avitlcsse man so much mis- In whom great rule of Tcn'p’rauncc goodly 


weene^ 


doth.appeore. 
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CANTO I. » 

Onyon, by Afchitnafrp nbnsd, 

Tlie Redcrosse knight awnytcs ; 

Fyndes Mordant and Amnvia slainc 
• With plcaanres poisoned baytes. 


That conning Architect of cancred guyle, 
Whom Princes late displeasure left in bands,* 
For falsed letters, and suborned wyle, 

Soone as the Pcdcrosse knight lie understands 
To beene de])arted out of Eden landes, 

To serve againe his soveraine Elfin Queene, 
His artes he moves, and out of caytives handes 
Himsclfe he frees by w'cret meaiies iinseene ; 

11 is shackles cmptie lefte, himselfe csca])cd 
cleenc. j 

II 

And forth he fares, full of malicious mynd, 

To worken inischiefe, and afenging woe. 
Where ever he that godly knight may fynd. 
His oncly hart-sore, and his oncly foe; 

Sith Una now he algates must forgoe, 

Whom his victorious handes did earst restore 
To native cronme and kingdom late ygoe ; 
Wliere she enjoyes sure peace for evermore, 

As wetlierbca'teh ship arr^'v'd on haiipie shore. 


V 

Nath’lessc th’ Enchaiintcr would not spare 
In hope to win occasion to his will ; j his payne. 
Which whe» he long awaited had in vayne, 
He chaungd his mynd from one lo other ill ; 
For to all good he enimy was still. 

Upon the way him fortuned to meete, 

Fayre marching underneath a shad}' hill, 

A goodly knight, all armd in liarnessc meete. 
That from his head no place appeared to his 
feete. 

VI 

Ilis carriage was full comely and upright ; 
Ills countenance demure and temperate ; 

But yett so sterne and terrible in sight, 

That chcard his friendes. and did his foes amate: 
He was an Elfin borne of noble state 
And mickle worship in his native land ; 

Well could he tourney, and in lists debate. 
And knighthood tooke of good Sir H uons hand, 
When with king Oberon he came to Faeiy land. 


Him therefore now the object of his spiglit 
And deadly food he makes : him to offend, 
By foiged treason or by open fight, 

He seekes, of all liis drifte the aymed end : 
Thereto his subtile' .jngins he docs bond, 

His practick witt and his fayre fyled tonge 


Him als accompanyd upon the way 


■ A comely Palmer, clad in black attyre, 
i yeares, and heares all hoane gray, 

That wik.li a stafPe liis feeble steps did stirej 
• Least hjs long way his aged limbes should I ire : 
And* if by lookes one may the mind aread. 

He Bcemd to be a sage and solier svre ; 

With thousand other sleightes; for well he kend And ever with slow pace the knight did lead, 
His credit now in doubtfull ballaunce hong ; Who taught his trampling steed with equall 
For hardly could bee hurt who was already. steps to tread. 


Btong. 

IV 

Still as he went he craftie stales did lay, 
AVith canning travnes him to entrap unwares, 

j ! * 1 j. •_ _ii r A.— 


Such whenas Archimago them did view, 

He weened well to workc some uncouth wyle : 
Eftsoones nntvristing his deceiptfull clew. 
And privy spyals plast in all his way, [ fares, ■ He gan to weave a web of wicked guyle, 
Toweete what course he takes, and how he And, with faire countenance and flattring style 

1 ! - .. l.:.. - Al.- 1 1 f ^ 


To them appioching, thus the knight bespake ; 
* Fayre sonne of Mors, that seekewith warlike 
. [make, 

hat he descry'dc and shonned still his slight: And great atchiev’men Is, great your selfe to 

The fish that once WAS caught new bait wil; Vouchsafe to stay your steed for humble misers 
hardly byte, i sake,’ 


To ketch him at a vauntage in his snares. 
But now so wise and wary was the knight 
By tn'all of his former harmes and cares. 


By tryt 
Tnat h( 
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He stayd his steed for humble misers sake, 
And build toll on the tenor of his plnynt : ' 
Who fci^fniiif; then in every limb to cjiiako 
Throuj^h inward fenre, and seeming pale and 
iaynt, ^ [jiaynt : 

Witli piteous nione his percing speaeh gan 
‘Deare Ladyi liow shall I declare thy caco. 
Whom late f loft in languorous constraynt? 
Would God ! thy sdfe now present were in 
place [thee gi act*. 

To tell this ruefull tale : thy sight could win 

X 

‘Or rather would, O! Avould it so had chauast, 
That you, most noble Sir, had present beene 
When that lewd rybauid, witl^ vyle lust 
advaunst. 

Laid first his lilthie hands on virgin cleene, 

To spoyle her dgint^^ corps, so faire and sheene 
As on the earth, great mother of us all, 

With living eye more fayre was never scene 
Of chastity and h«)nour virginall ; [did call. 
Witnes, ye heavens, whom she in vaiue to help 

XI 

'Ilow may it be,’ sayd then the knight halfe 
Avrotli, [shent?’ 

‘That knight should knighthood ever so have 
‘None but that saw,’ ((piothhc) ‘ Avould Aveene 
for troth. 

How shamefully that May d he did torment : 
Her looser golden lockcs he rudely rent, [sword 
And ilreAV her on the ground ; and liis ,shur])e 
Against her snoAvy brest he fiercely l)ent. 

And threatiiiul deavh Avith many a blowlie 
Avord : [abhord.’ 

Toiinge hates to tell the rest that eye to sei* 

MI 

'niereAvith amoved from his sober mooM, 

‘ And lives he yet,’ (said he) ‘ that Avrought 
this act? * • 

And doen the licaA'cns afiord him vitallfood?’ 
‘ lie lives,’ (quoth lie) ‘and boasteth of the fact, 
Ne yet hath any knight his courage crackt.’ 
Where may that trcachuur then,’ (sayd he) 

‘ be found, 

Or by what meanes may I his footing tract?’ 
‘That shall t sheAv,’ (sayd lie) ‘as sure as 
hound ring aa ound.’ 

The stricken Heare doth chalcnge by the bleed- 

XIII 

He stayd not longer talk6, but Avitli fierce yre 
And zealous haste away is quickly gone 
To seeke that knight, where him tliat crafty 
Squyre 

Snpposd to be. They do arrive anone 


8e 


Where sate S gentle Lady all alone, 

With gannent-s lent, and hcarc dischcM-led, 
Wringing her handc*!, and making pitcuiM 
inoTii! : 

Her swollen eyes were much ilisfigurcd, 

And her faire face with teares Avns foAvly 
blubbered. 


XIV 

Th» knight, approching nigh, thus to her 
said : 

‘ Kayro Lady, through foAvIcsorro^ ill bedight, 
Great pitty is to see you thus dismayd. 

And marre the blossom of your beauty bright : 
For-tby appease your griefe and heavy plight, 
And tell the cause of > our conceiveil payne ; 
for, if he live that hath you doen despight, 

He shall a’oii do(* dew recompence agayni*, 

Or els his Avroiig AAith greater puissance main- 
taine.* 

XV 

^Vllich when she lieai'd, as in despightfull Avise 
.She Avilfully her sorroAV did augment. 

And oftred hope of comfort did despise: 

Her golden lockes most cruelly she rent, 

And scratcht her face Avith ghastly dreriment*, 
Ne Avould she spej^ie, no see, ne /et be scene, 
But hid her visage, and her head downe lient, 
Either for grieA’ous shame, or for great tecne. 
As if her hart with sonw had transfixed 
beime : 

XVI 

Till her that Squyre lic-ipakc : ‘ Madanic, my 
liefe. 

For Gods deare love be not so Avilfull bent, 

But doe vouchsafe noAV lo receive reliefc, 

'Fho Avhich good fortune doth to you present. 
For what bmtes it to Aveepe and to waymenl 
When ill is chaunst, but doth the ill increase. 
And the AA'eake ininde with double Avoe tor- 
ment?’ [apjicaso 

When she her Squyre heaifl speake, she gaii 
Her voluutaric paine, and feele some secret case. 

, XVII 

Eftsoone she said; ‘Ah! gentle trusUe 
Squyre, 

What comtbrt can I, wofull wretch, concesA'e? 
Or Avhy should ever 1 henceforth desyre 
To see faire heav^ens face, and life not leaA^e, 
Sith that false Tray tour did my honour reave? ' 
‘Folse traA’^tour certes,’ (saido the Faerie 
knight) 

‘ I read the man, that eA’er would deceaA^ 

A gentle Lady, or her AA'rong through might : 
Death were too litle paine for sudi a fowie 
despight. 

Q 
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‘Rut now, fayre I-iady, comfort to you make,' 
A.iid read who hath 3-0 wrought this shamufull 
plight, 

That short revenge the man may overtake, 
VV^here-so he he, and soone upon him light.’ 
‘Certes,’ (<iaide she) ‘ 1 wote not how he hight, 
Rut under him a gray steede he did wield, 
Whose sides with dapled circhN weren (light; 
Upright he rode, and in his. silver shield ( field.' 
He bore a bj^iodie Crosse that quartred all the 


XXIII 

For all he did waS to deceive good knights, 
And draw them from pursuit of loaisc and 
fame 

To slug in slouth and .sens nail delights, 

And end their daic^s with irrenowmed ‘•hame. 
And now exceeding gnefe linn ovfrcaine, 

To see the Rederosse thus advaiiii 'ed hye; 
Therefore this craft ie engine lie did frame, 
|Again^t liis piaise to stirre up eniml ve 
'Of such, a.s vertues like mote unto him alive. 


XIX 

‘Now b^’ my head,’ (.saide Gujmn) ‘much I 
muse, ‘ [ amis. 

How that same knight should doe so fowlitj 
Or ever gentle 1 )ani/.ell so abuse: 

For, ma}' 1 boldly say, he .sundy is 
A right good knight,' and f ivw\if wor<l j'wis : 
1 present was, and can it witnesse well, [pi is 
Wh(*n armes he swon'. and sireight di(lcntcr- 
Th’ advent me of the Krrant damu/ell. 

In which he hath great glory wonne, as I 
heare tell. 

XX 

‘Xalhlesse he shortly shall againe be tryde. 
And fairely quit him of tli’timputed blaniu; 
Kls, be ye sure, he dearelv shall abyde, 

Or make you g(M)d amendment for the same : 
All wnmgs have inendes, but no amendes of| 
shame. 

Now therefore, Lady, rise out of your paine, 
And .see the salving of your blotted name.’ 
]<'u]l loth she seemd thereto, but 3'et did faine. 
For .she was inly glad her purpose so to gainc. 

XXI 

Her purpose was not such as .she did fainc, 
Nc 3 et her yierson such as it was scene ; 

Rut under simple shew, and scmblant plainc, 
Lurkt false Dnessa secretly unseenc, 

As a chaste YirgiW that had wronged beene : 
So had false Archimago her disgnysd, 

Tt» cloke her guile with sorrow and sad teene ; 
And eke himselfe had craftily devisd 
'J'o be her Squire, and do her .service well 
aguisd. 

XXII 

Her, late forlome and naked, he had found 
Where she did wander in waste wildernesse, 
Lurking in rockes and caves fur under ground, 
And w'ith greene inosse cov’ring her nakednesse 
'J o hide her shame and loathly filthinesse, 

Sith her Prince Arthur of proud ornamenta 
And borrow'd beauty spo^dd. Her uathclesse 
Th’ enchaunter finding fit for his intents 
Did thus reve.st, and deckt with dew habili- 
Mients. 


xxiv 

So now he Gu\'on guydes an iincoiith w'ay 
Through wood-s and mountaincs, till tlu'V came 
at last 

Into a ]>leas,‘fi)t dale that lowly lay 
Ikdwixt two hils, whose high heads ovorplast 
'Hie vallc}' did with coole shade overcast : 
Through midst thereof a little liver lobl, 

Ry which there sate a knight w'lth lieline 
inilastc, 

Himselfe refreshing w'ith the liquid cold. 

After his travell luug and labouis maiiituld. 

x\v 

‘Lo! yonder he,’ cryde Archiinnge alowd, 

‘ That wrouglit the bliamef ull fact wdiich 1 did 
shew ; 

And now lie doth himselfe in si‘eret shrowd. 

To fl}’’ the veng(*aunce for his outrage dew* : 
But vaine ; for 3 e shall dearelv do him row, 

So God .ye speed and send you gfanl .successe, 
Which we far off' will here abiiie to vew.’ 

So they him left inflam’d with wrathfulnesse, 
That .streight against that knight his siicure 
he did addresse. 


Who, seeing him from far so fierce to pricke, 
His w'^rliku urmes about him gan embrace, 
Anil in tlie rest bis ready speure did sticku : 
Tho, wbeii as still be saw^ him towards pace, 
He gan reiK'uiintcr him in eijuall race. 

They bene > me.tt, botli ready to aH'raji, 

When suihieinly that warriour gan abuec 
His tlireatned .spfurc, as if .some new misluip, 
Had him betide, or hidden dang^i did entiap; 


WVII 

And cryde, ‘ Mcrcic, Sir knight ! and mcrcie. 
Lord, 

For mine off'cnce and ]ieedele.sse hardiinenf, 
That had almost eommitted crime abhord, 
And with reprochfull shame mine honour 
shent, 

Whiles cursed steelc against tliat badge 1 bent, 


CANTO I.] 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


83 


The sacred badge of my Redeemers death, 

Which on your shield is set -for ornament !’ I < joy may j’ou have, and everlasting fame. 
But his fierce foe his steed could stay uneath,|Of ]ate most h%rd atcliiev'ment by you donne, 
Who, prickt with courage keiie, did crueliiKor which enrolled is 3-our glorious name 


battell breath. 

XXVIII • j 

But, when he heard him speakc, straight wa^* 
he knew 

Ilis errour ; and, himsclfe inclyning, snyd ; 

‘ Ah ! dcare Sir (TU3'on, well becommeth 3'ou, 
But mo behoveth rather to upbrayd. 

Whose hastie hand so far from reason stra3-d, 
That almost it did ba3-nous violence 
On that fa3're 3’mago of that heavenh* Mavd, 
That decks and armes 3mur shield with t'aire 
defenra : [offence.’ 

Your court'sio takes on vou anotliers dew 


So beetle the3' both at one, and docn upreare 
Tlieir bevers bright each other for to gretit ; 
Ooodh' cumportaum% each to other bcure, 

And cntertaiuc themselves with court’sies meet. 
Then said the Kedcrosse knight ; ‘ Now mote 
I woet, 

Sir Guvon, wh}' w'ith so fien-e salianncc. 

And foil intent! did at earst me meet ; 

For sith I know* 3’our goodl3’ governaiincc, 

( Treat; cause, I w^nc, you guided, or some un- 
couth chaunce.’^ 

XXX 

*Certc.s,’ (said he) ‘ well mote I shame to tell 
The fond cncheason that me hither led. 

A false infamous faitour late befell 
Me fur to meet, that seemed ill bested, 

And pla3'nd of grievous outrage, which he red 
A knight had wrought against a Ladie ^nt ; 
Wliich to avenge he to this place me led,* 
Where 3’ou be made the marke of his injjeiit, 
And now is fled ; foule shame him tbllow w^ier 
he went t ’ 

XXXI 

can he tume his earnest unto game, 
Through goodl3' handling and Avise tem- 
_ perauncc. 

Ba’ this his aged Guide in presence came ; 
Who, soonc as on that knight his 03*0 did 
glaunco, 

Eftsooncs of him had perfect cognizaunce, 

Nith him in Faery court he late avizd ; 

And BUA’d; ‘Fay-re sonne, God giA’e y'ou happy 
chaunc^ 

And that deare Crosse nppon 3''Our shield devizd, 
herewith aboA^e all knights A’e goodly seeme 
agui /4 * 


In heavenly Kegesters above the Sunne, 
W'hcre 3'ou a Saint with Saints A'our seat haA^e 
Avonne : 

But wretched we, where ye have left 3mur marke, 
Mnst^noAv anew liegin like race to ronne. 

Gofl guide thee, Guy’on, ai'cII to end thy Avarke, 
And to the vrished haven bring thv Avcaiy 
barkc ! ' • * 

XXXTII 

Palmer,’ him answered the Redcrosse knight, 
^Uis be the praise that this atchiev’uicnt 
• Avrought, 

VVho made m3’ hand the organ of his might : 
More then goodAvill to me attribute nought ; 
For all 1 did, I did but as 1 ought. 

But you, fsire Sir, whose pageant next enseAves, 
Well mote A’ce thee, as Ai'ell can wish 3’our 
thought, 

That home A’e inaA’ report thrise happy’ neAves ; 
For well a’C wortliy’ bene for worth and gentle 
thewes.’ 

XXMA’ 

So courteous eon^ both did give and take. 
With right hands plighted, pledges of good 
Avill. 

Then Guy’on forward gan his A'oyage make 
With his*blacke Palmer, that him guided still : 
Still he him guided OA’er dale and hill, 

And with his stcedy’ staffe did point his wav ; 
Ilis race with reason, and Avith words his will, 
From foAvle intcmpcrauncc he oftc did stay’, 
And suffred not in wrath his hasty steps to 
stray. 

XXXV 

In this faire wize they' traveild long yfere. 
Through many hard assayes Avhich did betide ; 
Of which he honour still away did bcare, 

ail country’es A\ idc. 
)A’ a forest side 


And 

At last, as chauns't them 
To passe, Jbr succour from the scorching ray’, 
Tlicy heard a rueful! voice, that dearnh' oride 
With iwrcing shriekes and many’ a dolefull lay’; 
W'hicb to attend aAvhile their* forw’ard .steps 
they stay’. 

XXXA’I 

‘But if that carelesse hevens,' (quoth she) 
‘ despise 

The doome of just rcA’cnge, and take delight 
To see sad pageaunts of mens miseries. 

As boAvnd by them to Iia’c in liA’es despight *, 
Yet con they not warne death from wretched 
wight. 

<j3 
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Come^ then; come booiic; come sweetest 
death, to me, 

And take away this lon^ lent loathed li^ht : 
Shaipe be thy' wounds, but swcetc the medi- 
cines be, [dome free.' 

That long eaptived soules from weary thral- 

XXXVTI 

‘But thou, sw'cclu Babe, whom frowning 
froward fate 

Hath made sud witnesse of tliy fathers fall, 
Sithheven t^ioe deignes to hold in living state. 
Long maist thou live, and better thrive Avithall 
Then to thy lucklesse parents did befall. 

Live thou ; and to thy mother dead attest 
That clcare she dido from blemish criminall ;a 
Thy litle hands embrewd in bleeding brest 
Loe ! I for jiledges leave. So give me leave 
to rest.’ 

XXXVIIl 

With that a deadly shrieke she forth did throw 
That through the wood re-echoed againe ; 

And after gave u grone so deepe and low 
That seemd her tender heart was rent in twaine. 
Or thrild with ]>oint of thorough-piercing 
paiue : 

As gentle Hynd, whose sid^ with crucll steele 
Through launched, forth her bleating life does 
raine, [feele, 

Whiles the sad pang approching shee does 
Braies out her latest breath, and up her cics 
doth seele. 

XXXIX 

Which when that warriour heard, dismounting 
straict 

From his tall steed, he rusht into the thick, 
And soone arrived where that sad pourtraict 
Of death and dolour lay, holfe dead, liolfe 
quick ; 

In whase w'hite alabaster brest did stick 
A cruell knife tha|^ made a griesly wownd, 
From which forth gusht a stream of gore blood 
thick, 

That all her goodly garments staiud arownd, 
And into a deepe' sanguine dide the grassy 
grownd. 

XL 


XLI 

Besides them both, upon the soiled gras 
'I’he dead corse of an armed knight was spred, 
Whose armour all w'ith blood bcsprincled waa; 
His ruddy lips did smyle, and rosy red 
Did paint his chearefull chcekes, yett being ded ; 
Seemd to have beenc a goodly personage. 

Now in his freshest flowre of lusty-hcd| 

(Fitt to inflanic faire Lady with loves rage, 
But that tiers fate did crop the hlossonic of his 
age. 

XMI 

Whom when the good Sir (luyon did behold. 
Ills hart gan w'exe ns stnrke as marble stone. 
And his ftesh blood did frieze with fcarelull 
cold. 

That all histaences seemd bereftc attone : 

At last his mighty ghost gan deepe to grone, 
As Lion, grudging in his great disdainc, 
Mounies inwardly, and .makes to him selfe 
mone ; 

Til ruth and fraile affection did eonstraine 
Ilis stout courage to stoupc, and shew his in- 
ward paiue. 

XLIII 

Out of her gored wound the cruell steel 
He lightly snatcht, and did the Hoalgate <itop 
With his'faire garment ; then gan softly feel 
Her feeble pulse, to prove if any drop 
Of living blood yet in her veynes did hop : 
Which when lie Veit to move,' he hoped faire 
To call backe life to her forsaken .shop. 

So well he did her deadly >vounds repaire. 
That at the lost shee gan to breath out living 
aire. 

XLIV 

Which he perceiving greatly gan rejoice, 

And goodh' counsell, that for wounded liart 
Is iiiertcst'med’cine, tempred with sweete voice: 
‘ Ay me ! deare Lady, which the ymage art 
Of fuefull pitty and impatient smart. 

What direful! diannce; armd with avenging fate. 
Or cursed hand, hath plaid this cruell part. 
Thus fowlc to hasten your untimely date ? 
Speakc, O dear Lady, sjieake! help never comes 
too late.’ 

XT.V 


Pitifull spectacle of deadly smart, 

Beside a bubling fountaine low she lay, 
Which shee increased with her bleeding hart, 
And the cleane waves with purple gore did 
ray: 

Als in her lap a lovely babe did play 
His cruell sport, in stead of sorrow dew ; 

For in her streaming blood he did embay 
His litle handi., and tender joints embrew : 
Pitifull spectadc^ as ever e'e did vew 1 


Therewith her dim eie-lids she np gan reare. 
On which the drery death did sitt as sad 

But wlwn as him, all in bright ^lour ctad, 
Before her standing she espied ha^ 

As one out of a deadly dreame aflright, 

She weakely startei^ yet she nothing drad : 
Straight downe againe herselfe, in great dcs- 
Pipht, fand light. 

She groveling threw to ground, as hating life 
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XLVI 

Thegentleknightlierawnewith caret'ull paine 
Uplifted light, and softly did uphold : 

Thrise he her reard, and thriscshesunuk agaiuc, 
'rill he his aniics about her sides gan fold, 
And to her said ; ‘ Yet. if the stony »‘old 
Have not all seized on your frozen hart, 

Let one word fall that may your grief unfold. 
And toll the secrete of your’inortall smart : 
lie oft linds present helpe who does his griefe 
impart.’ 

. XLVII 


i.i 

*• Him fortuned (hard fortune yc may ghesse) 
To come, w hefe vile Aerasia does wonue; 
Acrasia, a ftdse em'liaiinterosse, 

Th.at many errant kuightes hath foAvle fordomic ; 
Within a wandring Island, that doth roniie 
And stray in perilous gulfe, her dwelling i-^. 
FajTTe Sir, if ever there ye travell, shoniie 
Tliea‘ursed land where many w^end amis. 

And know it h\' the name : "it hight tlie Bowre 
of hits. ^ 

LII 


Then, casting up a deadly l<K)ke, full low 
Shoe sight from hottomeof her wounded brest; 
And after, many bitter throbs did tlirow. 

With lips full pale and foltring tgng opprest, 
'J'hese words she breathed forth from riven chest : 
‘ I.eave, ah ! leave off, whatever wight thou bee. 
To lett a weary wretch from her (lew rest, 

And trouble dying soules tran(|uilitcc ; 

Take not away, iiow got, which none would 
give to me.* 

XI.VIII 

‘Ah ! far beit,’(aaidhe)‘Dcaredamc,fromee, 
To hinder soule from her desired rest, 

Or hold sad life in long captivitee ; 

For all I seeke is but to have redrest 
The bitter pangs that doth 3Mur heart infest 
I’cll then, O Lady ! tell what fatall priefe 
Hath with so huge misfortune you opprest; 
That 1 may cast to compas your reliefe, f griefe.’ 
Or die with j'ou in sorrow, aud partake 3’our 

XLIX 

With feeble hands then stretched forth on hy^ 
As heven accusing guilty of her death, 

And with dry drops congealed in her eye, 

In these sad wordes shespenther utmost breath: 
‘ Heare then, 0 man ! the sorrowes that^neath 
My tong can tell, so far all sence they^as 
Luc ! thisdeadcorpse,thatlieshererundeTnhath, 
The gentlest knight, that ever on greene gras 
Gay steed with spurs did pricke, the good Sir 
Mortdant was : 


‘ Was, (ay the while, that he is not so now!) 
My Ixu-d, m;^ love, my deare Lord, my deate 
love ! 

So lung as hevens just with equall brow 
Vouchsafed to behold us from above. 

One doj", when him high (wrage did emmove, 
As wont ye knightes to seeke adventures wilde, 
He pricked forth his puissant force to prove. 
Me then he left euwombed of this childe, 
fhis luckles childe, whom thus 30 see with 
blood delUdL. 


‘Her blis is all in pleasure, and delight. 
Wherewith she makes her lovers droiiken mad; 
|gAnd then with words, and wcedes^ of woiidmus- 
might. 

On them she workes her Avill to uses bad : 

My liefest Lord she thus beguiled had ; 

For he was flesh : (all flesh doth frayltic brcedjf 
Whom when I heard to beene so ill bestad, 
Weake wretch, I w rapt my selfe in Palmers weed. 
And cast to seek him forth through danger aucl 
great dreed. 

LI II 

* Now had fayre C^'nthia b^" even tourncs 
Full measured tlqu'C quarters of her yeare, 

And thrise tliree tyines had lild her crooked 
homes, 

Whenas my wombe her burdein would forbeui c. 
And bad me call Lucina to me neurc. 

Lueina came; a manchild forth I brought 
The woods, the nymphes, my bowres, mj'- mid- 
wives, wcare: 

Hard help at need ! Sodeare thee, babe, I bought; 
Yet nought too dear 1 deemd, while so my deare 
1 sought. 

LIV 

‘Him so I sought ; and so at last I fownd. 
Where him that witch had tliralled to her will. 
In chaines of lust and lewc]p des^'res 3'bownd, 
And so transformed from his former skill, 
That me he knew not, nether his owne ill ; 
Till, through wise handling and faire govern- 
I him refured to a better will, f aimc^ 

Purged from drugs of fowle intemperaunce : 
Then meanes I gun devise for his deliveraunce. . 


‘Which when tlie vile Enchaunteresse per- 
ceiv’d. 

How that my Lord from her I would reprive. 
With cup thus charmd him parting she deceiv'd 
“Sad verse, give death to him that death does 
“ Andlosseot'lovetoher that loves to live, [ give, 
“ So soone us Bacchus with the Nymphe (loes 
So parted we, and on our journey drive; [Jinckel’' 
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Till, coming to this Avell, he stoiij>t to drincke : 
The charnie fulHld, dead suddeinly he downe 
did siiicke. « 

LVI 

‘ Which when I, wretch ’ — Not one word more 
she sayd, I 

But breaking off the end for Avant of breath, j 
And hiyding soft, as dowiie to slccpe litT^luyd, ; 
And ended all her woe in quiet death. ' 

Tliat seeing, good Sir (Juyon could uncath 
From tearesfiubstayne ; for griefe his hart did 
grate, 

And from so licavie sight his head did Avreath, 
Accusing fortune, and too cruell fate, 

Whicli plonged liud fairc Lady in so wretched 
stale. 

nvii 


Then turning to Ins Palmer said ; ‘ Old s^tc, 
Behold the ymage of inorlalitie. 

And feeble nature cloth’d with fleshly tyre. 
When raging passion with fierce tyranny 
Bobs reason of her dew regalitic. 

And makes it serA’aunt to her basest part, 

The strong it weakens with infirmltic, 

And Avith bold fnne armes the Aveakest hart : 
The strong through pleasure soonest falles, tlic 
weakc through smart.’ 

LA'IIl 


'But temi^ieraunce ’ 


(said he) ' ndth golden < 


Beserve her cau.se to her cLernall doomc ; 

And, in the mca'ne, vouchsafe her honorable 
toombe.’ 

MX 

‘ Palmer,’ quoth he, ‘ death is an ecinall doome 
'I’o good and bud,' the common In of re^t ; 

But after death the tryall is to come, ■ 
When bc.st shall bee to iheiii that liA’cd bc.st; 
But both alike, when death hath bo4i snpprcst, 
Keligious rcA'crcnce doth biiriall trciic, 

Which whoso wants, Avants so much >f bin re.st: 
For all BO great shame after death 1 Av/iene, 

As sclfc to dyen bad, unbuiied bad t j becne.’ 

i.\ 

So both agree their kodie.s to engrave : 

The great eiflrthes Axombe they ojicn to the .sky, 
And with sad Uypresse seemely it enibrax c ; 
Then, covering Avith a clod their closed eve. 
They lay therein their corsos tcKilcrly, 

And* bid thorn sleepc in everlasting peace. 

But, ere they did their utmost obsequy, 

Sir (hiyon, more affection to increaco, | rclcacc. 
Byuempt a sacred vow, Avhich none shouhl ay 

LXI 

The dead knights sword out of his sheath he 
ilrew, 

With which he cutt a lock of all their heart', 
Wliicli medliiig with their blood and earth he 
threw 


squw Into the graA’C, and gan devoutly sAveare: 

BefAVixt them both can measure out a meane;;'Such aiul such evil Clod on tluyoii reare, 

A ether to melt in pleasures Avhott desyre, j And Avoree and Avorsc, voung Orphaiie, be thy 
Nor Irye in hartlcsse griefe and dolefull teiic : I payiie, 

Thrise happy man, who fares them both ' If T, or thou, dexv vengeaunoe doc forheare, 

■ Till guiltii blood her gucnluii doe obtaync !’ 

But sith this Avretclied Avoman overcoiiio So shedding many tcares they closd the earth 
or anguish, rather then of crime, hath bene, I agayiie. 


CANTO H. • 

Babes bloody handes may not be clciisd ; 

The face of golden Meanc : 

Her sisters, two Extremities, 

Strive *ict to banisli cleuiie. 


TiBjb when Sir Guy on Avith his faithful guyde ‘Ah! lucklcssc babe, borne under cruell 
Had with dew rites and dolorous laincut sturre, 

‘riie end of tlieir sad Tragedie uptvile, And in dead parents balcfiiJl ashes bred 

'J'he litle babe up in his armes he hent ; Full litde weenest thou what sorrowes arc 

Who with sweet pleasauiice, and bold blau-.Left thee for poreion of thy livchdied- 

dishmen^ Poore Orphanc ! in the Avild Avorld scattered, 

Oan smyle on them, that rather ought to AA'eepc,' As building braunch rent from the native 
As carelesse of his woe, or innocent j tree, 

Of that was doen ; that ruth emperced deepe ' And throweii fortli, till it be withered 
In that knightes hart, and wordes with bitter Such is the state of men : ’I'hns enter we 

teares did steepe : I Into this life with woe, and end with miserce ! ’ 
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Then, soft himselfe inc'lynihg on his knee 
Downc to that well, did in the water weenc 
(So love does loath disdainefull nicitee) 

His f;iiiUie haiides from bloody gore to cleene.'-^'* hynd troni her, 
He waslit them oft and oft^ yet nought they* 
beene 

For all his washing cleaner. Still he strove ; 

Yet still tlie Idle hands were blood v secne : 


Dan Faunas ehaiinst to meet her by the way. 
And, kindling lire at her faire-burning eye, 
Inflamed was Jo follow beauties pra\. 

Anil chaced her that fast from him did fly ; 

so she tied from her enimy. 


The which him into great amaz’ment drove, 
And into diverse doubt his wavering -wonder 
9I0VC. 

TV 

He wist not whether blotl of fowle offence 
Mightnot be purgd with water norwith bath ; 
Or that high (Jod, in lieu of innocence, 
Imprinted had that token of his wiaih. 

To shew how sore bliMidgiiiltinosse he hat’th ; 
Or that the charmc and vcneine which they 
dronck, 

'I'hcir blood with secret flllh infected hath, 
]»<‘ing dillused through the sencoless tronck, 
Tliat through the great contagion direful 
deadly stonck. 

V 

Whom thus at gaze the Palmer gan to bord 
AV'ith goodly reason, and thus fayre bespakc; 

‘ Ve bene right hard amated, gratious Lord, 
And of your ignorance groat merveill make, 
Whiles caiiso not well conceived ye mistake: 
Bi<t know, that secret vertucs are infusd 
In every fuiintaine. and in everie lake, [chusd, 
Which who hath skill them rightly to have 
To proofc of passing wonders hath full often 
usd : 

VI 

‘ Of those, some were so from their aoursc in- 
dcAvd [liap 

By great Dame Nature, from whose Truitfull 
riieir uelheads spring, and are with moisture 
deawd ; 

Which feedes each living plant with liiiuid sap, 
And lilies -with flmvres fayre Floraes painted 
But other some, by guifte of later grace, [lap 
Or by good prayer^ or by other hap, 

Hau vertue pourd into tfieir winters bace. 

And thenceforth w'orc renowmd, and sought 
from place to place. 


Vll 

‘ Such is this well, wrought by occa'^ion 
straunge, 

Which to her Nymph befell. Upon a day. 

As she tlie woodes with bow and shaftes did 
raungc, 

The hartl\.8se Hynd and Kobucke to dismay, 


‘At last, when fayling breath began to faint. 
And saw no mcanus to scaftc, of sbamc afl'ra} d, 


She ^t her downc to w'cepc for sore constraint 
And to Diana calling lowd for ayde, 

1 ler dearc licsought to let her diiyi raayd. 

The goddcs.se heard ; and suddcinc, wiicrc she 
sale [maA’d 

Welling out streames of tearcs, and quite d.is- 
I With stony fcare of that rude ruslick male, 
’’rransfomid her to a stone from stedfast vir- 
gins state. 

IX 

‘ Lo ! now she is that stone ; from whose two 
heads, [Hoav, 

As from twoivecping ca’cs, fresh streames do 
Yet coldc through fcare and old conceived 
dreads ; 

And 3 el thpsloneherscml»lances('cmes to show, 
Shapl likeamaide, that sucli ve may her Know : 
Ami A'ot her verities in her water iiyde, 

For it is chaste sffid yiurc as purest snoiv, 

Ne lets her waves with an}’ tilth bedyde; [IrMle. 
But ever, like herselfe, unstayried hath beene 

X 

‘From thence it comes, that this babes bloody 
hand 

May not lie elensd with water of this well : 

Ne certes, Sir, strive you it to ivithstand, 

But let them still be blood}’, as befell. 

That they his mothers innocence may tell, 

As she bequeathd in her last testament ; 

That, as a sacred Symbole, it may dw’dl 
In her sonnes flesh, to mind rcA’engement. [ment ’ 
And be for all chaste Dames an endlesse moni- 


Tle hearkned to his rea.son, and the childe 
Uptaking, to the Palmer gave to beare; 

But hi^sad fathers armes with bloiwl defilde, 
An heavie load, himseltb did lightly reare ; 
And turning to that place., in which a\ hyleare 
He left his loftie steed with golden sell [theare : 
-\nd goodly gorgeous barbes him found not 
By other accident, that caret befell, [ not tell. 
He is convaide ; but hoiv, or ivhere, here fits 

XII 

Which Avhen Sir Guyon saiv, all were he wroth, 
Yet algates mote he soft himselfe appease. 
And fairely fare on foot, how ever loth : 

His double burden did him sore disease. 
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So lonff they traveiled with litle catie, i 

Till that at last they to a Castle came, 

Built on a rockc adjoyning to t/ic seas : 

It was an auncicnt wurkc of anti(]iie fame, 

And -wondrous strong by nature, and b}' skil- 
full frame. 


Since crraiii ainies tf) sew he first began : 
More huge in strength llicn wise in workes he 
And reason witlifoolc-hardize over ran ; [ ivas, 
Sterne niclaiiehoiy did Jiis coiiragi' nas, 
Aiidw'as, till' terrour more, all nrmd in shyning 
bras. 


XIII 

Therein three sisters dwelt of sundry sort. 
The children of one syre bv mothers throe ; 
Wlio dying wliylome* did i\ividc this fort 
To them by^iiuall shares in ociuall fee: 

But stryfulftnind and diverse (jnalitee 
Drewtliem in partes, and each made others foe: 
Still did they strive and daily disagree ; 

The eldest did against the youngest goe, [woe. 
/Vnd both against the middest meant to worked 

XIV 

M'hcre' when tlie knight arriv’d, he was right 
well 

lioociv’d, ns knight of so much wot th became, 
( )f second sister, who did for cxccll 
The other two : Medina Avas her name, 

A sober sad and comely courteous Dame ; 
AV'^ho rich arnyd, and yet in modest guizc. 

In goodly garments that her Avell became, 
Fayre marching forth in hoAbrable wize, 

Him at the threshold mett, and Avell did cn- 
terprize. 

XV 

She led him up into a goodly boAvre, 

And comely courted Avith meet inude^tie ; 

Ne in her speach, nc in her haviour, 

Was lightnesse secne or looser vanitie, 

But gratious Avomanhood, and gravitie, 

Above the reason of her youthly yeares. 

Her golden lockes she roundly did uptye 
In breaded tramels, that no looser heares 
Did out of order stray about licr daintie cares. 


Whilcst she her selfe thus busily did frame 
Sccmelv to entertaine her new-come guest, 
XcAves hereof to her other sisters camv, 

AVho all this Avliilc Avere at their wanton rest, 
Accourtingcach her freiid Avith lavish fest : 
They AA'ere two knights of perelessc puissaimce, 
And famous far abroad for warlike gest, 
AVliich to these Ladies love did ccmntcnaunce, 
And to his mistresse each liimsclfe strove to 
advaunce. 

XVII 

He that made love unto the eldest Dame, 
Was liight Sir Uuddibras, an haiily man ; 

Vet not so good of decdcs as great of name, 
Which he by many rash adventures wan, 


xviii t 

But he that lov’d the youngest nas Sansloy; 
He, that fairc Una late foAvlc outraged. 

The most unruly and the boldept boy 
That e\-cr Availike wea|)oiis nicnagcd, 

And all to lawlesse lust encouraged \ might; 
Tlirough strong opinion of his matidilessc 
Ne ought he car’d Avhom he cndutna^cil 
By tortious wrong, or whom bereav’d of riglit : 
lie, noAV this Ladies Chamiiion, chose fur love 
to fight. 


xi\ 

These two gay knights, ’vowd to ho dii'crsc 
loves. 

Each other does cnA7,' with deadly hate. 

And daily warre against his lixiinan moves, 

111 liope to Avin more favour Avith his mate, 
And th’ others pleasing service to abate. 

To magniiie his OAvne. But Avhen thcA heard 
Hoav in that place stvaungo kniglit arrived late. 
Both knightes and ladies forth right angry far'd, 
And ferccly imto battell stcnie themselves 
prepar’d. 


XX 

But ere they could procoede unto the jilacc 
Where he abode, tbemsclA'es at discord fell, 
And cruell combat joynd in middle space : 
With horrible assault, and fury fell, 

They heapt liuge strokes the’ scorned life to 

S ucll, 

^ on ujirore from licr settled seat, 

The house was raysd, and all that in did divell. 
Seemd that loAvdc thunder Avith amazement 
great [foiildring heat. 

Did rend the ratling skyes with flames of 


1 XXI 

The noysc thereof raid forth that straungcr 
knight, 

To AA'cetAvhatdreadfull thing was thcieinhond ; 

Where Avlienas two braA’e knightes in bloodv 
fight 

With deadly rancour he enrauiigcd fond. 

His sunbroad shield about his wrest he bond. 

And shyning blade uiisheathd, with which he 
ran 

Unto that stead, their strife to understond; 

And at liis first arrivall them began 

With goodly meanes to pacifie, well as he can. 
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XXH ^ I 

But they, him spying, both with greedy forse 
Aitonce u])on him raih and liim hcbct I 

strokes of mortall stcelc without remorse,' 
And on his sliield like yron sledges bet: | 

As when a Beare and Tvgre, 'being met 
in crucll tight on Lybiwe Oeean wide, 
i:>riye a traveller with feet surbet, 

Whom they in cquall pray hoi)c to divide, 
Tlicy stint their strife and him assayle on 
everie side. 

XXIII 

But lie, not like a wear}' travcilerc, 

0 heir sharp assault right boldl}' did rebut, 
Aiid sulTred not their blowes to byte him nere, 
B it with redoubled builcs them b^kc did put: 
Whose grieved mindes, which cholerdidcnglut, 
Against themselves turning their wralhfull 
spight, * • [cut; 

Gan with new rage their sliicldes to hew and 
But still, when (Biyon came to part their light. 
With hoavic load on him they freshly gan to 
smight. 

XXIV 

As a tall ship tossed in troublous seas, 

Whom raging windcs, threatning to make the 
pray 

Of the rough rockes, doe divcrsly disease, 
Meetea two contrarie billowes by the way, 
Tliat her on either side doc sore assay. 

And boast to swallow her in greedy grave ; 
Shec, scorning both their siiiglits, does moke 
wide way, 

And with her brest breaking the fomy wave, 
Boes ride on both their backs, and faire her 
self doth save. 

XXV • 

So boldly he him bcares, and rusheth (prth 
Betweene them both by conduct of his blacle. 
Wondrous great prowesse and heroick worth 
He shewd that dav, and rare ensaraple made. 
When two so mighty warriours he msmade. 
Attoiice he wards and strikes ; he takes and 
paies ; 

Xow forst to yield, now forcing to invade ; 
Ik'foi-e, behind and round about him laies ; 

So double was his paines, so double be his 
praise. 

XXVI . 

Straunge sort of light, three valiaunt knights 
to see 

Three combates joine in one, and to darraine 
A triple Avarre Avith triple enmitce, 

All iur their Ladies fruAvard lo\'e to gaine. 
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Which gotten Avas butliatc. ,So lovedocs raine 
In stoutest minds, and maketh monstrous 
Avarre; • 

lie maketh Avarre, he maketh peace againe. 
And yett liis iHsace is but continual Jarre : 

0 miserable men that to linii sub'cct nrre ! 


xwii 

Whilst finis they mingled Averc in furioiii 
armes, 

The faire Medina, Avitli her tresset tome 
And naked brest, in pitty of their harmes, 
Emongsttlicm ran ; and, falling them befornc, 
Besought them by the AA'onib Avhich them had 
• burn, [denre. 

And by the loves Avliicli Avere to them most 
And by tlie knighthood Avliich they sure had 
sAvorn, 

Their deadly crucll discord to forbearc, 

Aud to her just conditions of faire peace to 
hcarc. 

XXVIII 

But her tAvo other sisters, standing by, 

Her luAvd gainsaid, and both their champions 
PuracAV the end of their strong enmity, [bad 
As e\’er of their Ic^es they avouUI be glad : 
Tct she Avitli pittliy Avords, and counsell sad, 
Still strove their stubbome rages to revoke; 
That at the lost, 8U))prcssing fury mad. 

They gan abstainc from dint of dirciiill stroke, 
And hearken to the sober speaches a\ hich she 
spoke. 

XXIX 

<Ah, piiissaunt Lords! what cursed evil 
Or fell Erinny.s, in your noble harts [Spright, 
Her hellish brond hath kindled a\ ith despigh^ 
And stirdyouup to worke your wllfull smarts V 
Is this the Joy of armes V be these the parts 
Of glorious knighthood, after blood to thrust, 
And not regard dew right and just desarts V 
Vaine is the vaunt, and victory unjust, 

That more to mighty hands then rightfull cause 
doyi trust. 

XXX 

‘ And were there rightfull cause of difference, 
Yet were not better fayre it to accord 
Then with bloodguiltinesse to heape offence, 
And mortal A^engeauncejoyne to crime abhord ? 
O ! fly from wrath ; fly, O my liefest Lord 1 
Sad M the sights, and bitter fruites of warre^ 
And thousand furies wait on Avrathfull sword ; 
Ne ought the praise of jiroAVCsse more doth 
marre 

Then fowlc revenging rage, andbase contentious 
jorre. 
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She 


‘But lovel}’ concord, and most sacred peace, 
Doth nourish vortiic, and fast fifendship breeds, 
Woakeshe makes stron;;;, and strung thing dues 
increucc, 

Till it Ihc* pitch of highest praise exceeds; 
Brave, lie her warres, and honorable deeds, 

By which she tnumphes over yi-e and ]iride, 
And ■svinnes an Olive girlond for li<*r nujeds. 
Be, therefore, 0 my deare Lords ! ]iaciiide, 

And this inj^iseeming discord meekely lay as ide.’ 

XXXII ! 

Her gracious Avords their rancour did appall? 
And siiucke so deepo into their bo} ling hrests, 
That downe they lett their cruell ireapons fall. 
And lowly did abase their lofty crests 
1 o her fairc jiresencc and discrete liehasts. 
Then she lu'gan a treaty to ]irocure. 

And stablish tenns betivixt both their requests, 
That as a law for ever should cntlun* ; 

Which to obhcrvc in Avord of knights tliey 
did assure. 

A'NXllI 

Which to eonlirine, and fast to bind their 
league. 

After their weary SAA'cat and bloody toilc. 

She them besought, during their (piiet treague. 
Into her lodging to repaire uAvhile, 

To rest themsclv'es, and grace to reconcile. 
They soone consent : so forth with her they fare ; 
Where they are veil receiA’d, and made tospoile 
Themselves of soiled armes, and to prepare 
Their minds to pleasure, and their mouths to 
dainty fare. 

XXXIA’ 

And those tAVO froAvard sisters, their faire 
loves, [loth. 

Came Avith them eke, all were they wondrous 
And fained cheare, as for the time behovas. 
But could not cotour yet so aa-cII the troth, 

But that their natures bad appeard in both ; 
For l)oth did at their second sister grutch 
And inly griev'c, as doth an liidden moth 
The inner garment frett, not th’ iifier touch : 
One thought her cheare too litle, th’ other 
thought too mutch. 


scoiild, and/roAvnd Avith froAvard coun- 
tenaunce; ’ 

UnAvorthy of fairc Ladies comely govemaunce. 
XXXVI 

But young Perissa Avas of other myml, 

Full of disjiort, still laughing, loosely Jight, 
And quite contrary to her sisters Ka nd ; 

No mc.'usure in her mood, no rule of right. 

But poured out in i»leasure and delight : 

In wine .and meats she floAvd abov* tbe banck, 
And in cxeessc exceeded licr OAvne might ; 

In sumptuous tire she joyd her self; to pranek. 
But of her Ioac too lavish : (litk have she 
thanciv 1) 

r xwA'ii 

Fast b}’ her side did sitt the bold Sansloy, 
Fit! mate for such a mincing mineon, 

Who in her looscncssc tcsikc exceeding jo}’’ . 
Might not he (ound a frnneker franiDii, 

Of her leaAvd parts to make companion: 

Blit Ifiiddihras, more like a Maiccontent, 

Did sec and gricA'o at his liold fashion ; 

Hardly could he endure his hardnnent, 

Yclt still he sutt, and inly did him selfc tor- 
ment. 

X\ vvrii 

BetAvixt them Inith the faire Medina sale 
With sober grace and goodly carnage: 

With cipiall measure she, did motleratc 
The strong extremities of their outrage. 

That forAvard paire she ever Avoidd assAvage, 
When they Avould striA e dcAv reason to exceed, 
But that sanAC froAA ai d tAvainc would aecorage, 
And of her plenty adde unto their need: 

So kept ohc them in order, and lier sclfe in heed. 


« XXXIX 

Thus fairely slice attempered tier feast. 

And filcasd them all Avith meete satiety. 

At last, Avhen lust of meat and drinke was 
She (luyon deare besought of eurtesic [ceasl, 
To tell from AA'hericc he came Ihrougli jeopardy, 
And Avhithcr noAv on ricAV adventure hoAvrid : 
Wi ho AAith hold grace, and comely gravity, 
Jlrawing to liim the eies of all aroAAmd, 

From lofty siege began these words doud to 
XXXV soAvnd. 

Elissa (so the eldest hight) did deeinc 

Such entertainment base, ne ought Avould eat, ‘This thy demaund, 0 La<lv! doth rcA-iA'C 
Ne ought would speake,hutevermoredidseeme| Fresh memory in me of that gi cat Quecne, 

As discontent for want of mertli or meat ; {Great and most glorious virgin Qiicene alive, 

No solace could her Paramour intreat That Avith her soA^eraino yiowcr, and scepter 

Her once to show, ne court, nor dalliauncc ; {All Faery lond does peaceably sustene. [shenc^ 
But with bent lowring hrowes, as she would In Avidest Ocean she her throne does reare, 
threat, (That over all the earth it may he scene ; 



CAKtO tl.] 


THE FAERIE QtlEEJ^E. 




As TTioTTiing Sunne her beames dispredden 
cleare, • [appearc. 

And in her face faire peace and mercy doth 


Tn her the richesse of all heavenly p:raoe | 
In cliicfe degree arc heaped up on hye : 

And all, that els this worlds enclosure hace 
Hath great or glorious in mnrtall eye, 

A domes the person of her Majestye ; 

That men, beholding so great excellence 
And rarp perfection in inortalitye; 

Doc her adore with sacred reverence, 

As th’ Idole of her makers great magnificence. 

XLIl ^ 

‘ To her T homage and iny service owe, 

In number of the noblest knight cs on ground; 
Mongst whom on n^c she deigned l<i bestowe i 
Order of Maydenhead, the most renownd 
'I'hat may this day in all the world he found. 
An yearelv solemne feast she wontes to hold, 
The' day that first iloth lead the yeare around, 
To which all knights of worth and courage bold 
Kesort, to heare ot straunge adventures to be 
told. 

xi.iri 

‘ There this old Palmer shewd himselfe that 
day, 

And to ttiat mighty Princesse did complainc 
Of grievous mischiefcs which a wicked Fay 
Had wrought, and many whelmd in deadly 
painc ; 

Whereof he crav’d redresse. My Soveraine, 
Whose glory is in gracious deeds, and joycs 
Throughout the world her mercy to maintainc. 


Kftsoones devisd redrejise for such annovos : 
Me, all unfitt for so great puqiose, she em- 
ployes.^ 

XLIV 

*Now hath faire Phebe with her silver face 
Thrise seene the shadowes of the neatlicr 
Sith last 1 left that honorable }>1tu;c, [ivorld, 
In which her roiall presence is enrold ; 

Ne ever shall 1 rest in house nor hold, 

'fill I that false Aentsia have wonne; 

Of whose fowle de-edcs, t(K) hideous to bee told, 
I witnesse am, and this their wriAched sonne. 
Whose wofull panmts she hath wickedly for- 
donne.’ 

XT.V 

•'Tell on, fayre Sir,’ said she, ‘that doleful] 
tale, frestraine,' 

From which sad ruth docs sceme you to 
That we mav pitty such unhappic bale, 

And learue from pleasures pnyson to abstainer 
HI by cnsample good doth often gax'iie.’ 

Then forward he his purpose gan pursew. 

And told the story ot the mortall payne, 
Which Mordant and Amavia did rew. 

As with lamenting eyes him selfc did lately vc w. 

^ XI.VI 

Night was far spent ; and now in Ocean deep 
Orion, flying fast from hissing snake. 

His flaming head did hasten Ibr to steep, 
When of his pitteous tale he end did make : 
[Whilst with delight of that he wisely spake 
[Those gucstes, beguyled. did begiiyle their eyes 
[ Of kindly sleepe that did them overtake. 

At last, when they had markt the chaunged 
1 skyes, [to rest him byes. 

They wist their hourc was spent; then each 
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Vainc BrapRiMloccliio, gettinp Guy- 
oiis liorw\ lb iiitule Uie scome 
Of kiiiphtliood trew ; and is of fayre 
Belpha'be fowlc forlorne. • 


1 

Soon® as the morrow fayre with puqilebeames 
iVisperst the shadowes of llie niihl\ night. 

And Titan, playing on the eastern streanies, 
Gan cleare thedeawy ayre with springing light, , 
SirGuyon, mindful! of his vow yplight. 
Uprose* from drowsie couch, and him nddrest 
Unto the journey which he had behight : ' 

His puissant armes alMint his noble brest, 

And many-folded shield he bound almut his 

wrest. 


Then, taking Conge of that virgin pure. 

The bloody -handed babe uiiio her truth 
Did earnestly committ, and her conjure 
In vertuous lore to frame his tender youth, 
And all that gentle noritiire eiisu'th; 

And that, so soone as r}'pur yeures he raught, 
jllc might, for memory of that dayes ruth, 

IBc called Ruddymane*; and thereby taught 
|T' avenge his I’arents death on them that had 
I it wrought. 
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Su lorth lie far’d, as now befell, on foot, 

Sith his good steed is lately fr«m him gone; 
Patience perforce : hclplesse what may it boot 
To frett for anger, or for griefe to mono ? 

His Palmer now shall foot no more alone. 

So fortune wrought, ns under grecne woodes 
sj'de 

Ho lately heard that dying Lady grone» 
lie left his steed without, and speare besyde, 
And rushed in on foot to aydher cresbedyde. 

IV 

The whylcs a losell wandring by the way, 
One that to bountic never cast his inynd. 

No thought of honour ever did assay • 

' His baser brest, but in his kcstrell kynd 
A ])leasing vaine of glory he did fynd. 

To which his flowing toung and troublous 
spright [clynd: 

(rave him great ayd, and made him more in- 
He, that brave steed there flnding ready dight, 
Purloynd both steed and speare, and ran away 
full light. 

V 

Now gan his hart all swell in jollity, 

Ainl of hitaselfe great hop* and'help conceiv’d, 
Tliat puffed up with smoke of vanity, 

And M'itli sclfe-lovcd personage deceiv’d. 

He gan to hope of men to be receiv’d [bee 
For such as he him thought, or faine would 
Hut for in court gay portaunce he iierceiv’d. 
And gallant shew to be in greatest gree, 
Eftsooiies to court he cast t' advaunce his flrat 
degree. 

VI 

And by the way he chaunced to espy 
One sitting ydle* on a sunny banck. 

To him avaunting in great bravery, [pranck. 
As Peacocke that his painted plumes doth 
He smote his coiner in the trembling flanck. 
And to him threatned his hart- thrilling speare : 
The seely man, seeing him ly’^de so ranck 


*■ Hold, () deare'Lord ! hold vour dead-doing 
hand,’ [thrall.’ 

Then loud he crvde ; ' I am your humble 
Ay wretch,’ (quoth he)‘thy destinies withstand 
My wrathfull will, and doe for mercy call. 

I jpve thee life : therefore prostrated fall. 

And kisse my stirrup ; that thy hom^c bee.* 
The Miser threw him selfe, as an Ofl’aU, 
Straight at liis foot in liase huraiiitee. 

And clecfMid him his liege, to hold of him 
in fee. 

IX 

So happj'' peace they made and faire accord. 
Eftsoones this liegehiaii gan to wexe more 
bold, 

And whcn*ne felt the folly of his Lord, 

In his owne kind he gan him sellc unfold; 

For he was wylie witted, and growne old 
In cunning sleightes and practick knavery. 
From that day forth he cast for to uphold 
His ydle huniour with fine flattery. 

And blow the bcllowes to his swelling vanity. 


Trompart, fitt man for Braggailochio, 

To serve at court in view of vaimting eye ; 
Yainc-glorious man. when fluttnng wind does 
blow 

In his light winges, is lifted up to skye ; 

The scorne of kniglitbood and trew chevaliy^e. 
To thinkc, without desert of gentle deed 
And noble worth, to be advaunced live : 

Such prayse is shame; but honour, vertnes 
mred, f seed. 

Doth beare the fayrest flouTe in honourable 


So fortii they pas, a well consorted payre. 

Till that at len^h with Archimage they meet : 
Who seeing one, that shone in armour fayre, 

iiic occi.y ,9*? courser thondring with his feet. 

And ayme at him, fdl flatt to ground for fcare, Eftswnes supposed him a person meet 
And crying, ‘ Mercy ! ’ loud, his pitkius handcs Of his revenge to make the instrument ; 

gan reare. 1 since the Redcrosse knight he erst did weet 

'To been with Guj’-on knitt in one amsent, 

The ill, which earst to him, he.now to Guyon 
ment. 


VII 

Thereat the Scarcrow wexed wondrous prowd. 
Through fortune of his first adventure fayre, 
And vath bigthundring voice revyld him lowd: 
'Vile Caytive, vassall of dread and des payre, 
Unworthie of the commiiue breathed ayre. 
Why livest thou, dead dog, a longer day, 

A lid doest not unto death Uiyselfc prepayre ? 
l)y, or tlivselfe my captive yield for ay. 

Great favour I thee graunt for auiiswere thus 
to stay.’ 


And coming close to Trompart gan inqnerc 
Of him, what mightie warrionr that mote bee. 
That rode in golden sell with single spere. 

But wanted sword to wreake his enmitre ? 

‘ He is a great adventurer,’ (said ho) f gone, 
‘ That hath his sivord through hard assay for- 
And now liath vowd, till he avenged bee 
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Of that despight, never to wearen none : Yet feared least his boldnesse should oft’cnd, 

That speare is him enough td doen a thousand When Braggadocchio saide ; < Once I did 
grone.' sweare,« [to end, 

XIII When with one sword seven knightes I brought 

Til’ enchaunter greatlv joyed in the vaunt, Thenceforth m battailc never sword lo beare, 
And weened well ere long hi» will to win, But it were that which noblest knight on o.irtli 

And both liis foen with equoll fo\ le to daunt. ^^dli wearc.’ 

Tlio to him looting lowly did begin x vin 

To plaine of w rouges, wliich had committed bin < Pemly, Sir knight,’ saide then th’ enchaunter 

By Guyon, and by that false Kedcrosse knight ; blive, 

\Vhich two, through treason and deceiptfull gin, ‘That shall 1 shortly purchase to your bond; 
Uad slayne Sir Mordant and his Lodv bright : For now the best aiid noblest kni^t alive 
That mote him honour win to Avreak so Ibule I’rincc Arthur is, that wonnes in Faerie lond : 


despight. He hath a SAvord that flames like burning brood, 

xiAT The same by my device I undertake 

Therewith all suddeinly he seemd enragd, by to morrow by thy side be fond.’ 

Ind threatned death with dreadrtill counten- AtAvliieh bold word that iMiastergan toquake^ 

And Avondred in his minde what mute that 
As if their lives had in his haml bccnc gagd ; Monster make. 

And with stifle force shaking his miirtall laiiiic«. 

To let him weet his doughtie valiaunce, *** 

Thus said : ’ Old man great sure shal lie thy He stayd not for more bidding, but awaA* 

meed, [geaunce Was suddein vanished out of his sight : [play 

If, where those knights for fearc of uoav ven- The Xortheme winde his wings did broad ilis- 
Doe lurkc, thou certcinly to mee areed. At his commaund, and reared him up light 

That 1 may wroake on them their hainous From off the eartli to take his aerie flight, 
hatetull deed.’ They lookt about, <)ut nowhere could espye 

Tract of his foot : then dead through great af- 

XV frurlit 

‘ Certes, my Lord,’ (said he) ‘ that shall I 'f hey both nigh were, and each bad other flye ; 

soone, , , . , Bot& fled attonce, ne ever backe retuurned eye ; 

And give you eke good helpe to their decay. 

But mote I wisely you advise to doon, 

GiA'c no ods to A^our foes, but doc purvay ^ ^ 

W self, of swonl before that bliody day; U.at tlioy oome unto a forreat pnwme, 

FortheybetwotlioprowoatkniKbtaoiIgfoKnd, «hich they alirowd themselves from cause- 
And oft approv'd in manv hard assay ; v . r *** ^”** r ii u [beene. 

And eke if surest steele that mnv be fownd, ‘ still where so they 

1)0 arme vour self against that day, them to tremhlmg leafe and whistling wind they 

As ghastly bug, does greatly them afTeare : 

tT^a n/- j- 'j* Yet both doe strive their fe%refulnesse to fainc. 

I>otard, (said he) let be thy deepe^Afjse; heard a home tliat shrilled clcare 

Seemes that through many yeares thy AVits xiiroughout the wood that ecchoed againe, 

And thS^Xddhathleftthoenothing wise, 

Kls never should thy judgement be so fraylo , 

To measure manhoo*d'hv the sword or muA’le. l xi. i i av i. ^ i 

Is not enough fowre qukrtere of a man, through the thleke they heard one rudely 

Witlionten sword or shield, an hoste to quayle ? *■“**11, u-ia* 

Thou litlc wotest what this right-hand can : "jy* wl>««>f ho flum his lome steed 

Speake Uiey wliieh have belied the battaUes aij'l c«pt uito a bush. 


which it wan.’ 

xvir 

The man was much abashed at his boast ; 
Yet well he Avist that whoso would contend 
With cither of those knightes on even coast, 
Should neede of all his armes him to deiond, 


To hide his coward head from dying dreed : 
But Trompart stoutly stayd to token heed 
Of what might hap. Eftsoone there stepped 
A goodly L^e dad in hunters weed, [foorth 
That seemd to be a woman of great worth. 
And by her stately portance borne of heavenly 
I birth. 
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XXII 


Her face no faire as flesh it seemed not, 

But hevenly ])Ourtraict of briglft Angels hew, 


XXVII 

Below her ham her weed did somewhat trayne. 
And her streight legs most bravely were em- 


Cleare us the skye, withuuiun blame or blot, j In gilden buskins of costly Cordwayne, [bay Id 
Through goodly mixture of complexions dew ; All bard with golden bcndcs, which were 
And in her cheekes the venneill red did shew I entayld 

Like roses in a bed of lillies shed, i With curious antickes, and full fayre aumayld : 

The which umbrosiall odours from them threw, * Before, they fustned were under her knee 
And gazers seiice with double pleasure fed, Jin u rieli jewcll, and therein entrayld 
Hable to heale the sicke, and to revive the d(^. The ends of all the knots, that none might see 

I How they within their fouldings close en- 
wrapped bee : 

xxvni 

Like two faire marble pillours they were secne, 
Wliich doe the temple of the Gods support, 
Whom all \he people dcckc with jgirlauda 
And honour in iheir festivall resort; [greeiic. 
Those same with stately groQe and princely 
port ‘ [grace ; 

She taught to tread, when she berselfe would 
But with the wiiody Nymphes when she did 
play. 

Or when the flying Libbard she did chace. 
She could them nimbly move, and after, fly 
- apace. 

XZIX 

And in her hand a sharpe bore-speare she 


In her faire eyes two living lamps did flame. 

Kindled above at th’ hevenly makers light. 

And darted fyrie lieumes out of the same, « 

So passing ]iersant, and so wondrous bright. 

That quite bei'cav'd the rush beholders sight : 

In them the blinded god his lustfull fyre 
To kindle oft assn’s d, but had no might ; 

F«»r, with dredd Majestic and aw'full atc. 

She broke his wanton darts, and quenched bace 
desyre. 

XXIV 

Her yvorie forhead, full of bountie brav^ 

Like a broad table did it selfe dispred, 

For Love his loftie triumpl»«8 to engrave, j 
And write the battailes of his great godhed ; ! 

All good and honour might therein be red. 

For there their dwelling was. And, when shei held, 

spake, [shed And at her backe a bow and quiver gay, 

Sweete wordes like dropping honny sme did Btuft with steele-headeddartes, wherewith she 
And twixt the perlcs and rubins softly brake j queld 

A silver sound, that heavenly musickc seemd, salvage beastes in her victorious play. 

Knit with a golden bauldricke, which foruay 
Athwart her snowy brest, and did divide 
Her dai'itie paps ; which, like young fruit in 


to make. 

XXV 

Upon her eyelids many Graces sate. 

Under the shadow of her even browes, 
Working belgardes and amorous rctrate ; 

And everie one her with a grace endowes. 

And everie one witji meekenesse to her bowes. 
So glorious mirrhour of celestiall grace, 

And soveraine muniment of mortall vowes, 
How shall fraylependcscrive her heavenly face, 
For feare, through want of skill, her ’leaufy to 
disgrace ? 

XXVI 

So faire, and thousand thousand times more 
faire. 

She seemd, when she presented was to sight ; 
And was yclail, for heat of scorching aire. 

All in a silken ('amus lilly whight, 

Purtled upon with many a folded jilight, 
Which all above besprinckled was throughout 
With gulden aygulets, that glisticd bright ^ 
Like twinekling starres : and all the skirt 
ViTas hemd with gold^ fringe. [about 


Now little gan to swell, and being tide [May, 
Through her thin weed their places only aig- 


Her yellow lockcs, crisped like golden wyre. 
About her shoulders weren loosely shed. 

And, when the windc emongst them did in- 
They waved like a penon wyde dispred, [spyre, 
And low bchinde her backe were scattered : 
And, whether art it were or hccdlossc hap, 

As through the flouring forrest rash she fled, 
III her rude hearcs sweet flowres themselves 
did lap, [ did cnwraix 

And flouribhing fresh leaves and blossomes 

XXXI 

Suih as Diana by the sandy shore 
Of swift Imrotas, or on Cynthus greene, [ lore. 
Where all the Nymphes have her unwarcs for- 
Wggdrelh algpe with bow and orrowes keene, 
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To aecke her game : Or as that famous Queenc * xxxvi 

Of Amazons, whom Pyrrhus did destroy, As fcarfull fowle, that long in swret cave 
'J'hc day that first of Priame she was seenc, dread of soaing liauke her selfe hath hid. 

Did shew her selfe in great triumphant joy, 

Tosuccourtheweakc state of sad afflicted Troj’. she her gay painted pluines disordcrid : 

. Seeing at last her selfe from da linger rid, 

Peci>cs forth, and sonno renews her native 
, , " * fn X 1 * t ^his her feathers fowle tlisligured \ iinde : 

Such when as hartlessc Trompart her did i»rowdly to iiriine, and sett on every side; 

ve"> , She sluikes off shame, ne thinks hmv erst she 

lie was djsma 3 *ed in liis cow'ard minde, jjjj 

And doubted whether he liimselfe sliould shew', \ ^ ^ ^ j , . 


If thou didst, tell me, that 1 may her over- ' 

take. . ^ whiiih honor have pursewd 

XXXIII Through deinU of urines and jiroAvesse murtiall. 

Wherewith reviv’d, this answere forth he All vertue merits jiraise, bpt such the most of 


threw; 

‘ O Goddesse, ( for such 1 thee take to bee) xxxviii 

For nether doth thy face terrcstnall shew. To whom he thus : ‘ 0 fairest under skie ! 
N'or voyce sound niortall ; 1 avow to thee, 'Frew be thy woids, and worthy of thy praise, 
Such vvounded beast as that 1 did not see, 'I'hat warlike feats^oest highest glorifie. 

Sith earst into this forrest wild I came. Therein 1 have spent all my youthly daies, 
•Hut mote thy goodlv hed forgive it met*, And many battailes fought and many fraies 

To weete which of the gods I shall tliec name, 'Tlmnighout tlic w'orld, wher-so they "might be 
That unto thee dew worship 1 may rightly Eiidevorina my dreaded name to raise [found, 
frame ’ Abov'e the Moone, that fame may it resound 

In her eternall tromp, with laurell girlond 
Ground. 

To M'hom she thus — but ere her words ensewd, xxxix 

Unto the bush her eye did suddeiii glaunce, , ,, , , , . ' '--v'y , , 

In which vaine lWg.HhKnM« was mewd, 

And saw it stirre : she lefte her percing lauiice. y .. . 

Trnrapii^Trth slept to stay the d,„rt„ll And ninieUBht does raitpi^mueh more then 

how re. There maist tlioii best be scene, and best maist 

XX w The wiH)d is tit for beasts, tlie court is fitt for 

‘ 0 ! stay thy hand ; tor yonder is no game tliee.’ 

I Por thy fiers nrrowes, thciii to exercize ;[ name XL 

Hut loe! my liOrd, my liege, whose warlike ‘ Who-soinpompeofprowdestate’ (qnothshe) 
Ts far renowmd througli many Isild cm])rizc ; ‘ Does swim, and bathes him selfe in courtly 
v^id now in shade he shritwded yonder lies.’ blis, 

Shi* staid : with that he crdiild out of his nest. Does w^aste his dayes in darkc obscuritee, 
I'orth creeping on his caitive hands and thies ; And in oblivion ever buried is; 

And, standing stoutly up, his lofty crest Where ease abownds v t’s-eath to doe amis : 

, Did fieniely shake, and rowze as cbmniing Ijite But who his limbs with labours, and hismvnd 


from rest, 


iBehayes with cares, cannot so easy mis* 
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Abroad in armes, at home in stifdlouH kynd, 
Who seokeM with painfull toUe sliall honor 
soonest fynd : ^ 

XLI 

* In woods, in waves, in warres, she wonts to 
dwell, 

And wil be found w'itli perill and w'ith paine; 
No can the man that moulds in ydle et'll 
Unto her happy mansion attaine : • 

Before her ^ate hi^h God did Sweatc ordaine, 
And wakefull watches ever to abide ; 

But easy is'die way and passage plaine 
To pleasures pallacc : it may soone be spide, 
An<l day and night her dores to all stand opi^ 
wide. 

XTJI • 

‘ In Princes court— The rest she would have 
sayd, 

But that 'the foolish man, fild with delight 
Of her hweete words that all his seiice dismayd. 
And with her wondrous beauty ravisht (luight, 
Gail bume in filthy lust ; aiuh leaping light, 
Thought in his bastard armcs her to embrace. 
With that she, swarviug backe, her Javelin 
bright 

Against him bent, and fiercely did menace : 

So turned her about, and ilCd'awuy apace. 


Is this to knight, that Lady should n;;a\ ne 
Depart to w'oods aintoucht,'aiid leave so prou<l 
disdayne.’ 

XLIV 

Perd}',’ (said Trompart) ‘ lett her iias at will. 
Least by her presence daunger mote liefull; 
For who can tell (and sure I fearc it ill) 

But that slice is some powre cele-stiall ? > 

For whiles shcspakcher great word.'- did appall 
My feeble corage, and my heart opp'^e'^se. 

That yet 1 quake and tremble over-all.’ 

‘ And!,’ (saiil Braggadoechio) ‘ thougl.tnolcsse, 
When first I heard her horn sound with such 
ghostlinesse. 

xi.v 

‘ For from inj' mothers w'ombe this grace I 
Me given Uy eternall destiny, [have 

That earthly thing may not my corage brave 
Dismay with fcare, or cause one ftnit to tlye. 
But either hellish feends, or p'owres on h\e: 
Which was the cause, when caret that home I 
hoard. 

Weening it had beene thunder in the skye, 

I hid my selfe from it, as one affeard; 

But, when I other knew, iny sdf I boldly reard. 

XLVI 


XUII 

’iVliich when the Pesaunt saw, amazd he stood, 
And grieved at her flight ; yet durst he iiott 
Pursew her steps through wild unknowen wootl : 
Besides he feard her Avrath, andthreatned shott. 
Whiles in the bush he lay, notyett forgott: 
!Ne car’d he greatly for her pre.sence vayne. 
But turning said to Trompart ; * What fowlo 
blott 


‘ But now, for fearo of worse that may betide, 
Lotus .soone hence depart.’ They soone agitv ; 
So to his stml he gott, and gan to ride 
As one imfitt thcrclbre, that all might see 
lie hud not trayned bene in chevalree. 

Which well that voliaunt c'oursi'r tlid disceme ; 
B’or he despisd to tread in dew degree. 

But chaiifd and fom’d Avith (.‘orage tiers and 
Sterne, [erne. 

And to be casd of that base burden still did 


CANTO ly.* 

Guy on does Furor bind in chalncs. 
And stops occasion : 

Delivers Fhoon, and therefore 
By strife is myld uppou. 


In brave ponrsnitt of honorable deed. 

There is I know not (what) great difference 
Betweene the vulgar and the noble .seed, 
Which unto things of valorous pretence 
Semes to be borne by native intluenoe ; 

As feates of armes, and love to entertainc : 
But chiefly skill to ride seemes a science 
Proper to gentle blood : some others faine 
To menage steeds, as did this vannter, bat in 
. vaino. 


II 

But he, the rightful! oAvner of tliat steeac, 
Who well could menage and subdew his pride^ 
The whiles on foot Avas forced for to yeed 
With that blacke Palmer, his most trusty 
guide, 

Who suffred not his wandring feete to slide ; 
But when strong passion, or weake fleshli- 
nesse, 

Would from tlie right way seeks to draw him 

' widei 
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He would, through tomperaunce and stcdfast- 
nesse, 

Teach him the weak to Ptrungthen, and tliej 
strong suppresse. 


It fortuned, forth faring on hia way, 

He saw from far, or seemed for to see, 

Some troublous u]irore or contentious tray, 
Whereto he drew in hast it to agree. 

A mad man, or that feigned mad to bee. 

Drew by >1116 licare along upon the grownd 
A iiandsom stripling mth great criicltec. 
Whom sore he bett, and gor'd with many a 
wownd, 

Thatcheekes with tearcs, and sydos^ith blood 
did all abownd. 


•iv 

And him behynd a wicked Hag did stalke. 

In ragged robes and filthy disaray; 

Her other leg was lame, that she no'te walke, 
But on a staffe her feeble steps did stay ; 

Her lockes, that loatldy were and lioariegray, 
Grew all afore, and loosely hong uiimld ; 

But all bchinde was bald, and worne away, 
That none thereof could ever taken hold , 

And eke her face ill-favourd, full of Avrinckle.s 
old. 


And ever as she went her toung did walke 
In fowle roproch, and lermes of vile despight, 
Provoking him, by her outrageous talke, 

To heape more vengeance on that wretched 
wight : 

Sometimes she ranght him stones, wherwith to 
smite. 

Sometimes her staffe, though it her oi^ leg 
were, , 

Wilhouten which she could not goc iiprighf 
Ne any evill meanes slie did forbeare, 

That might him move to ’"rath, and indigna- 
tion reare. 


And sure lie was a man of mickle might. 

Had lie had goveriiaiince it well to guyde ; 
But, when tiio fraiitick dtt intiamd his spright, 
Uis force was vaine, and strooke more often 
wyde. 

Then at the aymed marke which he had eyde : 
And oft himselfe he chaunst to hurt iiiiAvures, 
Whyldst reason, blent through passion, nought 
descryde ; 

But, a blindfold Bull, at randoii/ares, 

And where he hits nmight knowes* and whom 
he hurts nought cares. 


The noble Guyon, mov’d with great remorse, 
Approchiiig, first the Hag did thrust away ; I 
And after, adding more impetuous forse. 

His mighty hands did on the madman lay, 
And pluckthimbacke ; who, all on fire streight 

A . 

Against him turning all his fell intent. 

With beastly brutish rage gan him assay. 

And smott, and bitt, and kickt, and scratcht, 
and rent. 

And did he wist not what in his avengement. 


ftis rude assault and rugged bandcling 
Strauiige seemed to the knight, that aye with 
foe 

In fa^Te dcfciicc and goodly menaging 
Of armes was wont to fight ; yet natliemoc 
Was he abashed now, not lighting so ; 

But more eiilierccd through his currish play, 
Him sternly grypt, and hailing to and fro, ‘ 

To overthrow him strongly did assay, 

But overthrew him selfe unwarcs, and lower 
lay: 

• IX 

And being downe the villein sore did beiite 
And hruzb with clownish listes his manly 
face ; 

And eke the Hag, with many a bitter threat, 
Still cold upon to kill him in the place. 

With whose reproch, and odious menace, 

'Hie knight emboyling in his haughtie hart 
Knitt all his forces, and gon soone unbrace 
His grasping hold : so lightly did upstart. 
And drew his deadly wcapon'to maintaine his 
part. 

X 

Wliich when the I^almer saw, he loudly 
cr3’de, • 

< Not so, O Giu'on ! never thinke that so 
That Monster can be maistred or destroy'd : 

He is not, ah ! he is not such a foe. 

As Steele ^n wound, or strength can over- 
throe. 

That same is Furor, cursed cruel wight, 

That unto knighthood workes much shame 
and woe ; 

And that same Hag, his aged mother, hight 
Occasion ; the roote of all wrath and despight. 


‘ With her, whoso will raging Furor tame, 
Must first begin, and well her amenage : 

First her restraine fi-om her reprochfull blame 
And evill meanes, with which she doth enrage 
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Her A'antick sonne, and kindles his corage ; 
Then, when she is withdrawncj-or strong Avith- 

St(K>d, 

It’s cath his ydlc to aswagc, 

And calmc the teni])est of liis ]tassion -wockI: 
The bankes are overflownewheu stopped is the 
flood.’ 


.Shakt his long locks colourd like eopper-wyrc, 
And bitt his tawny beard to shew his raging 
yre. 

XVI 

Thus v/hen as Cuyon Furor had captivd, 
Turning about he saw that wretched SqujTrc^ 
Whom that mad man of life nigh lite dcprivd, 
Lying on ground, all soild with blooil and 


Therewith Sir Guyon left his first emprise, 
And, turnuig to that Avoinan, fast her hent 
Hy the liom-e hickcs that hong before her eyes. 
And to the ground her threw : 3 et n’ould she 
stent 

Her bitter rayling and foule rovilenient, 

But still pKivokt her sonne to Avivake her 
wrong ; 

But nathcle^se he did her still torment, 

And, catching hold of her ungratious tonge 
Thereon an yron lock did fasten fimie and 
strong. 

XIII 

Then, wdienas use of speach was from her reft. 
With her tw'o crooked liandcs she signes did 
make, 

And hockned him, the last help she had left ; 
But he that last left help6 away did take, 

And both her handes fast bound unto a stake. 
That slie note stiri'e. Then g.an her sonne to 
five 

Full fast away, and did her quite forsake ; 

But Guyon ai'ter him in hast did hye. 

And soone him overtooke in sad perplexitye. 

XIV 

In his strong arinos he stifly him embrasie. 
Who him gainstriving nought at all prevaild ; 
For all his poM'cr -was utterly defaste, 

And furious fitts at earst quite weren quaild ; 
Oft he re'nforst, and oft his forces fayld. 

Vet yield he wohld not, nor his rancor slack. 
Then him to ground heca.st, and nidely ha;idd, 
And both his hands fast liound beliind'his 
backe. 

And both his feet in fetters to an fron racke. 

XV 

With hundred yron ohaines he did him bind, 
And hundred knots, that did him sore con- 
straine ; 

Yet his great yron teeth he still did grind 
And grimly gnash, threatning revenge in vaine ; 
His burning eyen, whom bloody strakes did 
stable. [fyre ; 

Stared full wide, and threw forth sporkes of 
And more for raiick dcspiglit then for great 
peine. 


myre : 

Whom whenas he perceived to respvTe, 

He giui to comlort, and his woundca to dresse. 
Being at last recured, he gan inquyre [tresse, 
What liard mishap him brought to such dis- 
Aiid made that caytivcs thrall, the thrall ot 
wretch eibicsse. 


With hart then throbbing, and with watry 
eyes, _ . [the hap, 

‘Fayre 'iSir’ (quoth he) ‘what man can shun 
That hidden Ives tinwares him to siirpryse 
Misfortune wailes advantage to entrap 
The man most wary in her whtdming lap : 

So me wcake wretch, of many weakest one, 
Unweeting and unware of such mishap, 

She brought to mischiefc through Occasion, 
Where tins same wicked villein did me light 
upon. 


XVITT 

* Tt was a failMessc Squire, that was the sourst 
Of all my sorrow and of these sad tearcs. 
With whom from tender dugof commune nourse 
Attonce I was iqibrought ; and eft, when yeare^ 
More rype us reason lent to chose our Peares, 
Our selves in league of vowed love wee kiiitt 
111 ivhich we long time, without gealoiis feare.** 
Or fanltie thoughts, eontvncwd as w'as fltt; 
Amt for my part, I vow, dissembled nut a whitt 

XIX 

* It was my fortune, eoniinune to that age, 
To love a liady fayre of great degree, 

The which was borne of noble parentage, 

And set in highest seat of dignitee. 

Yet seerad no lesse to love then lov'd to bee : 
Long I her serv’d, and found hfr faitbfull still, 
No ever thing could cause us disagree. 

Love, that two harts mokes one, makes eke one 
wUl; [fulfill. 

Each strove to please, and others pleasure to 


XX 

*Mv friend, hight Philemon, T did partake 
Of all my love and all my pri\ntie ; 

Who greatly joyous seemed for m;\' sake. 
And Rations to that Lady aa to mec ; 
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Nc ever wight that mote so welcome bee 
As he to her, withoiiten blott or blame ; 

Ne ever thing that she could think or see. 

But unto him she would impart the same. 

O wretched man, that would .abuse so gentle 
Dame! 

XXI 

<At last such grace I found, and meanes 1 
wrought, 

That I that l^ady to my spouse had wonue ; 
Accord of friendes, consent of PnreMts sought, 
Aftyuuiice made, my happincssc liogonne, 
There wanted nought but few rites to be donne, 
Which mariage make : that day too farre did 
seemc. 

Most joyous man, on whom the shiiaug Sunne 
l)i(l shew his face, my sclfe I did esteeme, 1 
And that my falser friend did no less joyous ’ 
deeme. • ■ I 

XXII I 
‘ But ear that wished day Ids bcainc disclosdj 

He, eilVicr envying my toward good, 

< >r of him selfe to treason ill dispohd, 

( hie day unto me came in friendly mood, 

And told for secret, how he understood 
That Lady, wlmin I lia<l to me asavnd, 

Had both distaind her houurablo blood, 

And eke the faith which she to me did bynd ; 
And therefore wisht me stay till 1 more truth 
sliould fynd. 

xxni 

‘The gnawing anguish, and sharp gelosy, 
Which his sad speach infixed in my brest, 
liancklcd so s(»re, and festred inwardly, 

'I'liat my eugreeved mind coulil find no rest, 
Till that the truth thereof I did out Merest ; 

And him besought, by that same sacred bund 
Betwixt us both, to counsell me the best* • 
lie then with solemne oath and plighted hand 
Assurd, ere lung the truth to let me uiidersltmd. 

XXIV 


One day, to worke her to his will more neare. 
He woo’d her tlms : Pryeue, (so she hight,) 
What great despight doth fortune to thee b(»re, 
Thus lowly to abase thy beautie bright. 

That it should not deface all others lesser light ? 

XXVI 

^ But jf she had her least helpc to thee lent, 
T* adoriie thy forme according thy desart. 
Their bhi/dng pride thou woiddest soone have 
blent, # [part; 

And staynd their iira^'scs with thy least good 
No should faire Claribell with all her art, 

Tho* she thy Lady be, approch thee neare : 

Fqjf proofe thereof, this evening, as thou art, 
Aray thysclfc in lier most gorgeous gimre. 
That 1 liiay moic delight in thy umbraceinent 
deare 

XXVII 

' 'Tlic Mayden, proud through praise and mad 
through love, 

Him hcarkried to, and soone her sidfc arayd. 
The w’hiles to me the treachour did remove 
His craftie engin , and, as he had sayd, 

Me leading, in a secret corner la 3 'd, 

The sad spectatour qf my Tragedie : [plac'd, 
Where left, he went, anfl his owne false part 
Disguised like that grcMiine of base degree, 
Whom he had feignd th’ abuser of my love to 
bee, 

xxvin 

‘ Eftsoones he came unto th’ appointed place. 
Ami with him brought Prv'cne, rich ara^'d. 

In Claribellaes clothes. Her proper face 
I not descerned in that darkesome shade, 

But weend it was my love with w'honi he playd. 
Ah Goil ! what horrour and tormenting gride 
M}' hart, ni}^ handcs, mine eies, and all n>sa 3 d I 
Me liefer were ten thousand deathes pnefe * 
Then wounde of gealous worii^, and shame of 
such repriefe. 

XXIX 


‘ Ere long with like againe he boorded race. 
Saving, he now had boulted all the Houre, 

And that it was a groome of base degree. 
Which cf iny love was partencr Parainoure: 
Who used in a djirkcsome inner botvre 
Her oft to mcete : which better to approve. 

He promised to bring me at that howre, 

When I should see that would me nearer move, 
. And drive me to withdraw my blind abused love. 

XXV 

' This gracelesse man, fur furtherance of his 

'id court the handmayd of my Lady deare, 
^ho, glad t’ eui^osome his affection vile, 

>id all she might more pleasing to appeare. 


‘ I home retourning, fraught with fowle 
despight, 

And chawing vengeaunce all the way 1 went, 
Soone as my loathed love appeard in sight. 
With wratnfull hand I slew her innocent, 
That after soone 1 dearelj' did lament ; 

For, when the cause of that outra^us deede 
Deinaundcd, 1 made plaine and evident, 

Her faultie Handmayd, whicli that bale did 
breede, [her w'oede. 

Confust how Pliilemon her wrought tochaunge 

XXX 

* Which when I heard, with horrible affright 
And hellish fury all enragd. I sought 
Upon myselfe that vengeable desmght 
Hi2 
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To punish : yet it better first I thought 
To wreoke wrath on bjm that first it 
wrought : 

To Philemon, false faytour Philemon, 

I cast to pay that 1 so dearely bought. 

Of deadly drugs 1 gave him drinke anon. 

And wosht away his guilt with guilty potion. 

XXXI * 

Thus heaping crime on crime, and griefe on 
grilfe, 

To losse of love a^'o^ming losse of frend, 

1 meant to purge both with a third mischief^ 
And in my woes beginner it to end : 

That was Pryenc ; she did first offend, c 
She last should smart: with which cruell 
intent. 

When I at her my murdrous blade did bend, 
She fled away with ghastly dreriment. 

And 1, poursWing my fell* purpose, after went. 

XXXII 

^ Pcai’c gave her winges, and rage enforst my 
flight ; [chace, 

Through woods and plaines so long I did her 
Till this mad man, whom four victorious might 
Hath now fast bound, me met in middle space. 
As I her, so he me poursewd apace. 

And shorth’ ovcrtooke : I, breathing yre. 

Sore chauifed at my stav in such a cace, 

And with my heat'kindled his cruell fyre ; 
Which kindled once, his mother did more rage 
inspyre. 

XXXIll 

‘ Betwixt them both they have me doen todve. 
Through wounds, and strokes, and stubbornc 
iiandeling. 

That death were better then such agony 
As griefe and fury unto me did bring : | 

Of which in m^ yet stickes the mortall sting, i 
That daring life*will never be appeasd! * 

When he thus ended had his sorrowing, 
l^id Guyon; ‘Squyre, sore have ye beene 
diseasd, [rqince be easd.’ 

But all your hurts may soone through tcmpe- 

XXXIV 

Then gan the Palmer thus ; * Most wretched 
man, 

That to affections does the bridle lend ! 

In their beginning th^ are weake and wan, 
But soone through sulrrancegrowe tofcarefull 
end: [tend; 

Whiles they are weake, betimes witli them con- 
. For, when th^ once to perfect strength do grow, 
Strong warres they make, and cruell battry 


Gainst fort of Reason, it to overthrow : 

Wrath, f^losy, griefe, love^ this Squyre have 
laide thus low. 

XXXV 

‘ Wrath, gealosie, griefe, love, do thus expell: 
Wrath is a fire ; and gealosie a weede ; 

Griefe is a flood ; and love a monster fclU 
The fire of sparkes, the weede of little scede. 
The flood of drops, the Monster filth didbreedc: 
But sparks, seed, drops, and filth, do thus delay ; 
The sparks soone quench, the spri^ng seed 
outweed. 

The drops dry up, and filth u'ipe cleane away: 
So shall wrath, gealosy, griefe, love, die and 
decay.’ 

r XXXV I 

‘ Unlucky Squire,’ (saide Guyon) ‘ sitli thou 
hast 

Falnc into mischiefe through intemperaunco, 
Henceforth take heede of that thou now hast 
past, 

And guyde thy waies with wavie govcrnaunce. 
Least worse betide thee by some later chaunce. 
But read how art thou nam’d, and of what kin ? ’ 
^Phaon 1 hight,’ (quoth he) ‘and doadvaunce 
Mine auncestry from famous Corodin, 

"Who first to raj'se onr house to honour did 
begin.' 

XXXVII 

Thus as he spake, lo ! far away they spyde 
A varlet ronning toward&s hastily. 

Whose flying feet so fast their way applyde, 
That round about a cloud of dust did flv. 
Which, mingled all with s weate, did dim fiis eye. 
He soone approched, panting, breathlesse, whot, 
And all so soyld that none could him descr>' : 
His countenaunce was bold, and bashed not 
Foi Guyons lookes, but scornefull eyeglauncr 
at him shot. 

, • XXXVllI 

Behind his backe he bore a brasen shield. 

On which was drawen faire, in colours fit, 

A flaming fire in midst of bloody field, 

And round about the wreath this word was 
writ. 

Bund I doe burne. Right well beseemed it 
To be the shield of some rcdohbted knight ; 
And in his hand two dartes, exceeding flit 
And deadly sharp, he held, whose heads were 
dight 

In poyson and in blood of malice anddespight. 

XXXIX 

When he in presence came, to Guyon first 
He boldly spake ; ‘ Sir knight, if knight thou 
Abandon tms forestalled plaqe at erst, [bee. 
For feare of further harme, I counsell thee : 



CANTO IV.] 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


lOI 


Or bide the chauncc at thine owne jeopardee.* 
Tiie knight at hia great boldnesse wondered ; 
And, tiioiigh he sconid his 3 'dle vanitee, 

Vet mildly him to purpose answered ; 

For not to grow of nought he it conjectured. 

XL 

‘ Varlet, this place most dew to me I deeme, 
Yielded by him that held it forcibly : 

But whence should conic that harine, which 
thou dost seeme 

I'o threat to him that mindes his chauncc 
t' abyeV’ 

‘ Perdy,’ (sayd he) * here comes, and is hard by, 
A knight of wondrous powio and great assa 3 '. 
That never yet encountred enemy 
But. did iiim deadly daunt, or luwle dismay; 
Me thou fur better' lioiie, if thou hfs presence 
stay.’ 

XLI 

‘How hight he then,’ (sayd Guyon) ‘and 
from whence ?’ 

‘ Pyrocliles is his name, renowmcd farre 
For his bold fcates and hardy contidence. 

Full oft approvd in many a cruell warre ; 

The brother of Cyniochles, both which arre 
The soiines of old Aerates and Despight ; 
Aerates, sonne of Phlegeton and Jarre ; 

But Phlegeton is sonne of Herebus and Night ; 
But Ilercbus sonne of Aeternitic is hight. 


‘ So from immortall race he does proeeede, 
That murtall hands may not withstand his 
might, 

Drad for his derring doe and bloody deed ; 

For all in blood and spoile is his delight. 

His am 1 Atin, his in wrong and right. 

That matter make for him to worke upon, 

And stirre him up to strife and cruell fight. 
Fly therefore, Hy this fearcfull stead anon. 
Least thy foolhanlize worke thy sad .conftisien.* 


‘ His be tliatcare, whom moat it doth concernc,’ 
(Sayd he) ‘ but whither with such hasty flight 


Art tlioii now hownd? for well mole 1 discerno 
Great cause, that carries thee so swifte and 
light.* 

My Lord,’ ((injVtli he) ‘me sent, and slrcight 
To seeke Occu.siun, where so she bee : [ behight 
For he is all disposd to bloinly fight, 

And breathes out wrath and hainous crueltee : 
Hard is his hap that first fols in his jeopardee.’ 


‘ Mad man,’ (said then the Palmer) ‘ that does 
seeke * 

Occasion to wrath, and cause of stnfe : 
Shcecomes unsought, and shunned followes eke. 
Happy ! who can abstaine, when Bancor rife 
Kindles Buvenge, and threats his rusty knife. 
Woe never w'unts where every cause is caught ; 
And rasli Occasion makes unquiet life !’ 

‘Then loe! wher bound she sits, whom thou 
hast sought,’ [brought.’ 

Said Guyon : ‘ let that message to th}' Lord be 

xi.v 

That when the varlett heard and saw, streight 
wav 1 knigiil, 

He wexed wondrous wroth, and said; ‘Vile 
That knigiits and knighthood doest with shame 
upbray, • 

Andshewst th'ensainple of thy childishe might. 
With silly weake old woman 'that did fight ! 
Great glory and gay s^ioile, sure hast thou gott. 
And stoutly prov’d thy imishuiince here in sight. 
That bhaH’Pyrochles' Avell icquite, I wott. 

And with thy blood abolish so rcprochfuU blott.’ 

XLVI 

With that one of his thrillant darts he threw, 
Headed with yre and vengcable despight. 

The quivering stcclu his aymed end wel knew, 
And to his brest it sclfc intended right : 

But he was wary, and, ere it cmpiglit 
1 1 n the meant marke, advaunsyds shield at weene, 
jOn which it seizing no way enter might, 

I But backe reliownding left the forckhead keene : 
jEftsoones he fled away, and might no wiicre be 
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Pyroohlca doea with Gnyon fiRlit, * 

Au(i Fivori chayno iiutycs, 

Wlio him sore woniide : whiles Atin to 
CymochlcB for tiyd flyes. 

• 1 V • 

Who ever doth to tcmperauncc ai)ply Sore bruzed with the fall he slow uprose, 

TIis stcdfii'it life, and all his actions frame, And all cnrai^ed thus him loudly shont; 
Trust me, shal find no greater eniiny ^ I'Dislcall Knight, wl)o.se coward corage chose 
'I’lien stiibborne perturbation to the/same ; |T«i wreake* it selfe on beast all innocent, 

To Vr'hieh right wel the wise doc give that name, 'And shuiHl the markc at which it should be 
For it the goodly ])cace of staled mindes I meut; [frayl: 

Does overthrow, and troublous warre prodame : ! Therbj" thine annes seein strong, but inanho(Ml 
IIi^ owne woes author, who so bound it findcs, j»So hast thou oft with guile thine honor blent ; 
As did Pyrochlcs, and it wilfully unbindes. Ihitlitle ma^' such guile thee now avayl, f fn^ 1.’ 

If Avonted force and fortune doe me not much 


After that varlets flight, it Avas not long vi 

Ere on the plaine fast pricking Guyon spide With that he drcAV liis flaming sAvord, and 
One in bright armes embatteilcd full strong, strookc 

That, as the Sunny beanies ffoglaunce and glide ’At him so tiercel v’, that the upper marge 
rpon the trembling wua’C, so shined bright, ; Of his sevcnfolded shield atvav it tooke, 

And round about him threw forth sparkling fire, I And, glaundng on his helmet) made a large 
That seemd him to enflaine on eA*ery side: | And open gash therein : Avere not his targe 

His steed Avas bloody red, and fomed vre, ^ | That broke the violence of lii,s intent, [charge ; 

When with the maistring spur he did him i The Aveary boavIc Ironi thence it Avonld dis- 
Toughly stire. Nathelesse so sore a buff' to him it lent, [bunt. 

Ill That made him reelc, and to his brest his bever 

Approcliing nigh, lie neA'er staid to grecte, 

Ne chaifar Avords, prcAA-^d corage to provoke, '"i* 

Hut prickt so tiers, that underneath his feete Exceeding Ayroth Avas Guyon at that bloAv, 
The smouldnng dust did rowmd about him And much ashamd that stroke of Ih'ing arine 
smoke. Shoufrl him dismay, and make him stou]) so loAy, 

Doth horse and man nigh able for to choke ; Though otherwise it did him litle harmc : 

And fayrly couching his stcelcheaded speare, Tim, nurhng high his yron braced arnio. 

Him first saluted Avith a sturdy stroke : He smote so manly on hi.s slKuilder idate. 

It booted nought Sir Guyon, comming ncare, That all his left side it did tjuitc disaime; 

To thincke such hideous puissaunce on foot to Yet there the steel stayd not, but inly bale 

bcarc; *' Deepc in his flesh, and opened wide a red 

iv floodgate. 

But lightly shunned it ; and, passing b}’, 

With his bright blade did smite at him so fell, Deadly dir.mayd with horror of that dint 
That the sharpe Steele, arri\'ing forcibly Pyrochlcs Avas, and grieved eke ciityrc ; 

On his broad shield, bitt not, but glauncing fell Y^ct nathemore did it his fury stint," 

On his horse neckc before the quilted sell. But added flame unto his former fire. 

And from the head the body sundred quight. That A\el nigh molt his hart in raging yre ; 

So him dismounted low he did compel! Ne thenceforth his ajijiroA'cd skill, to Avard, 

On foot with him to matehen equall fight : ^ Or strike, or hurtle rownd in warlike gyre. 
The truncked beast fast bleeding did him iKemembred he, ne car’d for Iiis saufgurd, 

fowly dight. i But rudely rag'd, and like a cruell tygre far’d, 
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IX 

lie licwd, and lasht, and fu\:nd, and thondred 
bluwes, 

And every way did sccke into his life ; [ throwes, 
Nc plate, nu male, could ward so mighty 
l^ut }'eilded passage to his cruell knife. 

Hut Guyon, in the heat of all liis strife, 

Was wary wise, and closely did awayt. 
Avauntagc, wildest his foe*did rage most rife : 
Sometirao^ atliwart, .sometimo.s he strouk him 
strayt, [ Mich bayt. 

And fidscd oft ins bloAvcs t' illude him Avith 

X 

Like as a Lyon, Aidiose impcriall poAA're 
A ju-oAvd icbellioiis Unicorn dofyes, 

I” avoide the rash assault and wrathful stoAvre 
Of his hers foe, him to a tree apply e.s, [spyes. 
And Aihen him ronning in full course*^ he 
lie slips aside; .the Avhilcs that furious beast 
1 lis precious home, sought of his enimyes, 
Stiikcs in the snicko, ne thence can be releast, 
Hut to the mighty victor yields a bountieous 
least. 

XI 

With such fairc sleight him GuAon often 
iayld, 

'fill at tlie last all breathlcssc, wear}*, faint, 
linn spying, with fresh onsett he assayld, 

And kindling ncAv his corage seeming'quciiit, 
Strooke him so hugely, that through great con- 
straint 

lie made him stoup perforce unto his knee. 
And doe unAvilling Avorship to the Saint, 

That on his shield dcpainted he did see : [hee. 
Such homage till that instant never learned 

XII 


That hasty wroth, and heedlessc hazai-dry, 

Doe breede i-eiientauncc late, and lasting in- 
famy.’ 

• XIA*^ 

So up he let him rise ; Aidio, Avith grim looke 
And oount’nauiice steriie, upstanding, gan td 
grind 

Ills grated teeth for great disdeigne, and shooke 
, llis sandy lockes, long hanging doAvne behind, 
Knotted in blood and dust, for grief of mind 
'I'hat he in ods of armes was conquered: 

Yet in hiinselfe some comfort he did find, 

That him so noble knight had ma^stcred; 
Whose bounty more then might, yet both, he 
AA'ondered. 

XA" 

\Vhich Guyon marking said; ‘Be nought 
agriev'd, 

Sir kniglit, that thus ye now subdewed arre: 
Was never man, a\ ho most conquestes atchie\'’d. 
But sometimes liad the worse, and lost by warre. 
Yet shortly gaynd that losse exceeded far re. 
Losse is no shame, nor to bee lesse then foe ; 
But to bee lesser then himselfe doth marre 
Both lookers lott, and victours prayse alsoe : 
Vaine othws ovcrthroAA^cs avIio selfe doth ov'er 
throAV 

• XVI 

‘ Fly, O Pyro(*hles ! fly the dreadfull Avarre 
That in thy selfe thy lesser partes do move ; 
Outrageous anger, and woe-Avorking jarre, 
Direfull impatience, and hart-murdring loA’e : 
Those, those thy foes, those warriours fai 
remoA’^e, 

Which thee to endlcssc bale captiA'ed lead. 
Butsith in might thou didst my mercy proA'c, 
Of courtesic to mee the cause aread [dreaik 
That thee against me drew with so im])etuous 


Whom GuA’on seeing stoup, pourseAved fast 
Tlie present ofler of fairo victory, • 

And soone his dreadfull blailc aliout he cast, 
Wherewith he smote his haughty crest'sohye. 
That streight on groAvnd made him full Ioav to 

riien on his brest his A’ictor foote he thrust : 
\yith that he cryde ; * Mercy ! doe me not dye, 
Xc docme thy force by fortunes doome unju.st, 
That hath (inaugre her spight) thus Ioaa' me 
laid in* dust.’ 


XIII 

^ F.ftsoones his cruel hand Sir Guyon sta} d, 
Tempring the passion Avith advizement slow. 
And raaistring might on cniiny dismayd ; 

For th’ cquall die of warre he well did knoAv: 
Then to him said ; ‘ Live, and allcagaunce owe 
To him that giA'es thee life and libertv; 

And henceforth by this daies cusample trow. 


XVII 

* Dreadlcs.se,’ (said he) 'that shall I soone 
(Loclare. • [ tort 

It was complaind that thou hadst done great 
Unto an aged woman, poore and bare, 

And thralled her in chaines Avith strong effort, 
Voide of%ll succour and necdfull comfort ; 
That ill lieseemes thee, .such as I thee see, 

To worke such shame. Therefore, 1 thee exhort 
To chaunge thy Avill, and set Occasion free. 
And toiler captive sonne yield his first libertec. 

XVIII 

Thereat Sir (JuA'on smylde ; ‘ And is that all, 
(Said he) ' that thee so .sore displeased hath V 
Great mercy, sure., for to enlarge a thrall. 
Whose freedom shall thee tumc to greatest 
scath ! 
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Nathlessc now qiienoh thy wlioft omboylinK 
wrath : 

Ijikj! there they hec ; to thee I yield flieni free.’ 
Thereat he, wondrous j;lad, oui*bf the nath 
Did liglitly Icape, w'hero lie them l>ouiid did see, 
And gantobreakc the bands of llicir captivitee. 


XTX 

Soone as Occasion felt her selfe untydCj* 
Before her sonne could well assoy led "lice, 

She to her use rctunul, and streight defyde 
Both Oinoil) and Pyrochles ; tli’ one' (said 
slice) 

Bycnusc he wonnc ; the other, because hco 
Was wonnc. So mutter did she make of 
nought, • 

To stirre up strife, and garre them disagi*ec: 
But, suone as Furor was cnlargd, she sought 
To kindle his quenchtfyrc, and thousand causes 
wrought. 

XX 

It was not long ere she inflam’d him so, 

'J'hat he would algates with Pyrocldcs fight, 
And his redeemer chalengd for his foe. 

Because he had not well maintcind his right. 
But yielded had to that samestraungcr knight. 
Now* gall Pyrochles wex as frood as hee. 

And him aitronted with impatient might: 

So both together fiers engrUsSped bee, 

Whyles (iuyon standing by their uncouth strife 
does see. 


XXI 

Him all that while Occasion did provoke 
Against Pyrochles, and new matter fram’d 
Upon the old, him stirring to bee wroke 
Of hi.s late wronges, in ivhich she oft him 
blam’d 

For suffering such abuse as knighthood sham’d, 
And him dishabled quyte. But he was w’ise, 
Ne would ivilh vai]y|C occasions be inflam’d ; 
Yet others she more urgent did devise; 

Yet nothing could him to impatience entise. 

XXII • 

Their fell contention still increased more. 

And more thereby increased Furors might. 
That he his foe has hurt and wounded sore, 
And him in blood and durt deformed quight. 
His mother eke, more to au^nent his spight. 
Now brought to him a flaming fyer brond. 
Which she in Stygian lake, ay burning 
bright. 

Had kindled : that she gave into his bond. 
That armd with fire more hardly he mote him 
. withstond. 


XXIII 

Tho gan that viHein wex so fiers and strong* 
That nothing might sustainchis furious forse* 
Tie cast him downc to ground, and all along 
Drew him through durt and myre without 
remorse. 

And fowly batter^ his comely corse, 

That Guyon much disdeigned so loathly sight. 
At last he was compeld to ci^’’ perforsl^ 

‘ Help, O Sir Guyon ! helpe, most nobl" knight. 
To ridd awretclied man from handes of hellish 
wight ! ’ 

XXIV 

The knight w'as greatly moved at his playnt. 
And gan him flight to suwoiir his distifw.se, 
Till that th^Palmer, by his grave rofraynt, 
Him stayd from jdeldiiig ])itifull rcditssc, 

And saiil; ‘Dcare soniie, thy causelcsse ruth 
repressc, 

Ne let thy stout hart melt in pitty vayne : 

He that llis sorrow sought through wilfulnessc. 
And his foe fettred would i-eleasc agaync, 
Descives to taste his follies fruit, repented 
paync. ’ 


XXV 

Guyon obayd : So him away he drew 
From needlesse trouble of renewing fight 
Already fought, his voyage to poursew. 

But rasli Pvrocliles vailett, Atin higlit, 

When late fie saw his I/)rd in heavie plight 
Under Sir Guyons puissaunt stroke to fall, 
Him deeming dead, as then he seemd in sight, 
Flcdd fust away to tell his funerall | call, 
Unto his brother, whom Cymochles men did 


XXVI 

He w^ a man of rare redoubted might, 
Famous throughout the world for Avurlike 
, prayse, 

And glorious spoiles, purchast in perilous light: 
Full many doughtic knightes he in hi*! dayes 
Had doen to death, subdewde in c(|uall frayes 
Whose carkases, for terrour of his name. 

Of fowles and beastes he made tlie piteous 
prayes. 

And hong 'their conquerd armes, for more de- 
fame, 

On gallow trees, in honour of his dearest Dame. 


XXVII 

His dearest Dame is that Fnchaunteresse, 
The vyle Acrasia, that with vaine delightes, 
And 3'dle pleasures in her Bowre of Bhsse, 
Does charme her lovers, and the feeble sprightes 
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Can coll out of the bodies of fraile vrightes ; 
Whom then she does transfonne to monstrous 
hewcs, 

And horribly misshapes with ugly sightcs, 
I 3 aptiv’d eternally in yron mewcs [shcwes. 
And darksom dens, where Titan his face never 

XXVIII 

There Atin fownd Cvinochles sojourning, 

To serve his J>emans love: for he' by k3'nd 
Was given all to lust and loose living, 

When ever his tiers handes he free, mote fjmd : 
And now'he has pourd out his ydle inynd 
In daintie delices, and lavish joyes, 

Ha\’ing his warlike weapons cast belnmd. 

And tlowcs in pleasures and vaine "pleasing 
toyes, • 

Mingled emongst loose Ladies and lascivious 
boyes. 

XXIX 

And over him art, strj'ving to compayre 
With nature, did an Arbor greone dispred, 
Tramed of wanton Yvie, llouriiig fayre. 
Through M'hich the fragrant Eglantine did 
spred 

His prickling annes, entrayld with roses red, 
Which daintie odours round about them threw: 
And all within with tiowres was garnished 
That , when myld Zephyrus emongst them blew, 
[colors shew. 

Hid breath out bounteous sniels, and painted 

XXX 

And fast beside there trickled softly doAvne 
A gentle streaiuc, whose murmuring wave tlid 
play 

Emongst the puiny stones, and made a so^vne 
To lull him soft asleepe that by it lay : 

The wearie Traveller, wandring that way, 
Therein did often (luench his thristv heat 

A -.-I A.I t... 9a. !_•_ 1 .1*: 1-t- 


XXXIl 

There he him found all carelcsly displaid, 

In secrete shadow from the sunny ray, 

On a sweet bed of lillics softly lal«^ 

Amidst a dock of DaniKelles fresh and gay, 
That rowiid aUuit him dissolute did play" 
Their wanton follies and light mcriinents : 
Every of which did loosely disaray 
Her upvoii* partes of nicet habilim'ents. 

And shewd them naked, deckt with many 
ornaments. 

XXXIII # 

And every of them strove with most delights 
Him to aggrnte, and greatest pleasures shew : 
Some framdfaire lookcs, glancing like evening 
lights ; 

Others sweet wordes, dropping like hotmy dew: 
Some bathed kisses, and did soft embiew 
The siigred licour through his melting lips : 
One boastes her beautie, and does 3'ield to vew 
Her dainty limbes above her tender hips ; 
Another her out boastes, and all fur tr^all 
strips. 

XXXIV 

He, like an Adder lurking in the wcedes, 

His wandring thought in dee]>c desire docs 
steepe, • 

And his frayle eye with spoyle of beauty feedes; 
Sometimes he falsely fames himselfe to sleepe, 
Whiles through their lids liis wanton eics do 
pcepe 

To stoale a snatch of amorous eoneeipt, 
Wheieby close fire into his heart does creepe : 
So he them deceives, deceivd in his dcccipt. 
Made dronke with drugs of deaie voluptuous 
receipt. 

XXXV 

I Atin, arriving there, when him be spj de 
1 'hus in still waves of deepe delight to* wade, 

I Fiercdy approching to him lowdly eryde. 


And then by it his wearie limbes disidaV, • j‘Cymochles ; oh ! no, but Ctmoefiles shade, 
Wlules creeping slombcr made him to forget :in which that manly person late did lade. 

ii;.. * 1,:. ijj i,ecome of great Aerates sonne V 

Or -where hath he hong up his mortall blade. 


His former i)aync, and -^vypt away his toilsom 
sweat. 


XXXI 

And on the other syde a pleasaunt grove 
Was shott up high, full of the stately tree 
That dedicated is t’ OljTnpick Jove, 

And to his sonne Alcidcs, -udienas bee 
In Nemus gayned goodly victoree : 

Therein the liiery birdes of every sorte 
Chaunted alowd*their chearefulf harmonecj 
And made emongst them selves a sweete con- 

snrt, . 

That quickned the dull spright with musicnll .Whiles sad Pyrochles lies on sencelcsse ground, 
comfort. I And gronetli out his utmost grudging spright 


That hatlfso many haughty conquests -woune ? 
Is alibis forceforlome, andallhis glory donneV 

XXXVI 

Then, pricking him Avith his sharp-pointed 
dart, [knight, 

He saide ; ‘ Up, up ! thou Avomanihli weake 
That here in Ladies lap entomla'd art, 
Unmindfull of thy praise and pro-w^est might. 
And weetlessc eke of lately -wrought despight. 
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Througli many a stroke and many a streaming 
\yound, 

Calling thy help in vaine that here in joyes art 
dround.’ 

WXVII 

Suddeinlyoiit of his delightfull dreame 
The man * awoke, and would liave questiond 
more ; , 

But he would not endure that ivofull tlieame 
h’or to dilate at large, but urged sore, 

With perci^' wordes and pittifull implore, 
Him hasty to ‘irise. As one affright 
With hellish feends, or Furies made uprorc. 


He then uprose, iiiflamd with fell despight, 
And called for hi^ armes, for he w'ould algatea 
tight: 

XXXV III 

They beneybrought ; he quicklydoes him dight, 
And lightly mounted jiasseth on his Avay; 

Ne Ladies loves, ne sweete enticaties, might 
Appease his heat, or hastie passage stay , t 
For he has vowd to beene avengd that day 
(That day it selfe him seemoil all too long) 

On him, that did Pyroehles dearc dismay : 

So jiroudly prieketh on his courser strong. 
And Atin^ay him pricks with spurs o'f shame 
and wrong. 


CANTO VI. 

GnyoTi is of immodest Merbli 
1 iCd into loose desyre ; 

Fiphts with Cymoclilcs, whiles his bro- 
ther burns in fiiriona fyre. 

I IV 

A II AuiiEu lesson to Icarne Continence Which when far oflF Cymochlcs heard and saw, 

In Joyous pleasure then in grievous paine ; He lowdly cald to sucli as were abord 
For sweetnesse doth alluie the w'caker sence The little barkc unto the shore to draw. 

So strongly, that imeathes*it can refraine And him to ferry over that deepe ford. 

From that' which feeble nature covets faine: The ineriy’ mariner unto his word [way 

But griefe and wrath, that be her enemies Swine heaikncd, and her painted bote streight- 

Andtbes of hCe, .she better c:in abstaine: Turnd to the shore, where that same warlike 

Yet vertue vauntes in both her viettirics. She in receiv’d ; but Atm by no way [Lord 

And Guyon in them all shelves goodly may- She would admit, albe the knight her much 
sterics. * did pray. 

II v 

Whom bold Cyinochles Iraveiling to finde, Eftsoones her shallow ship away did slide. 

With cruell purpose bent to wreakc on him More swift then swallow shores the liquid skye, 

'I'he wrath which Atin kindled in his mind, Withouten care or Pilot it to guide, 

(^ame to a river, by who.se utmost brim Or winged canvas witli the wind to fly : 

Wayting to passe, he saw whereas did swim Oneiy she Lurnd a pin, and by and by 
Along the shore, as swift as glaunce of eye. It cut away upon the yielding wave, 

A litle Gondelay^ bedecked trim * N(?cafed she her course for to ajiply ; [have, 

With boughes and arbours w'oven cunningly. For it was taught the way which she would 
That like a litle forrest seemed outwardly. * And both from rocks and ’flats it selfe could 

vviscly save. 

III * VI 

And therein sate a Lady fresh and fayre. And all the waj’ the wanton Datnsell found 
Making sweet solace to herselfe alone : New merth her passenger to entertaine ; 

Sometimes she song as lowd as larke in avre. For she in ideasaunt purpose did abound. 
Sometimes she laught, as merry as Pope J^oiic; And greatly joyed merry tales to faine. 

Yet was there not with her else any one, Of which a store-house did with her remaine: 
That to her might move cause of meriinent ; Yet seemed, nothing well they her became ; 
Matter of mertli enough, though there were For all her wordes she drowud with laughter 
none, vaine. 

She could devise ; and thousand waies invent And wanted grace in utt’ring of the same, , 
To feede her foolish humour and value joUi- That turned all her plcasaunce to a scotiing 
• mcnb game. 
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VII 

And other vrhiles vaino toj'cfl she would devize, 
As her fimtastiuke wit did must delight : 
Sumetimes her head she fondly would aguize 
With gaudy girlonds, or fresh tlowrcts (light 
About her necke, or rings of.rushes plight : 
{Sometimes, to do him laugh, she would 
To laugh at shaking of the leaves light 
Ur to behold the water Avurke and play 
About her little frigot, therein makmg way. 

. Vlll 

Her light behaviour and loose dalliaunce 
Gave wondrous great contentment to the 
knight, 

That of his way he had no suvcuaunce. 

Nor eaie of vou’d revenge and cnfell light, 
Hut to Aveake wench did yield his iiiartiall 
might : 

So easie Avas to quench his darned mindc 
With one sAvecte drop of sensual! delight. 

So easie is t’appease the stormy Avinde [kind. 
Of malice m the calme of jileasauiit Avomaii* 

IX 

Tliverse discourses in their Avay they spent; 
Mongst Avhieli Cymochles of her questioned 
llotli Avjiat she Avas, and what that usage nicnt, 
AYliicli in her cott she daily practized V 
* Vaine man,’ (saide she) ‘that AAuuldcst be 
reckoned 

A straungcr in thy home, and ignoraunt 
Of IMiaidria, (for so my name is red) 

()f riiasdria, thine oAvne fellow servaunt ; 

For thou to sei'A'C Acrasia thy selfe docst A'aunt. 

X 

‘In this Avide Inland sea, that hight b\viaine 
The Idle lake, my wandriiig ship 1 roAv, 

That knowes her port, and thitliej' saylci^ by 
ayme, 

Ne care, iie feare 1 how the Aviiid d«) bloA\’, 

Or Av hether swift I Avend, or Avliether sIoaa • 
Hoth slow and SAA'ift alike doserA'emy tounie ; 
Ne sAvelling Neptune nc loAV'd thundriug JoA'e 
Can ehaunge my cliearc, or make me ever 
moui-ne: ’ [bourne.’ 

My little boat can safely passe this perilous 

XI 

Whiles thus she talked, and Avhiles thus she 
m. toy’ll 

1 hey were far past the passage which he spake, 
And come unto an Island Avaste and voA’d, 
That fluted in the midst of that great hike; 
Ihere her 3mall Gondela^- her port did make. 


And that gay payre, isscAvmg on the shore, 
Disburdn^ her. Their Avay they forivard take 
Into the land (Jliat lay thcni faire before, 
Whose pleasauuce she him slicAvd, and plenti- 
ful! great store. 

Xll 

It AA'^as a chosen plott of fertile land, 

Emoiy^st Avide waA'es sett, like a litle nest, 

As if It had by Natures cunning hand 
Heiie choycel>' picked out Irom all the icst. 
And laid forth for ensample of th^hestt 
No daintie flowre or herbe that groAves on 
grownd. 

No arborelt Avith painted blossonies drest 
.J^ud smelling sAveete, but there it might be 
fownd [al around. 

To bud out faire, and throAve her SAveete siiicls 

XIII 

No tree avIiosc braiiiiches did not bravely 
spring; 

No braunch Ariicreon a fine bird did not sitt ; 
No bird but did her shrill notes sAvcetcly sing ; 
No song but did containc a loA'cly ditt. 

Trees, braiiiiches, birds, and songs, Averc framed 
For to allure fraile mind to carelesse ease ■ [ fitt 
Caielesse, the iiiaii*fc.oouc Avoxe, and his Aveake 

AA'itt 

Was overcome of thing that did him jileasc; 
So pleased did his Aviathfull imrpose faire ap- 
i ] lease. 


XIV 

Thus AAdicn shec had his eyes and scnccs fed 
With false delights, and lild Avith ideasures 
Into a shady dale she soft him led, [vayn, 
And layd him doAvnc u])on a grassy jilayn ; 
And her SAvcetc selfe AAithout dread or disdayn 
She sett beside, laying his head disannd 
In her loose l.ap, it softly to sustayn. 

When* sooiie he slumbreil feiyring not be harnid : 
TlieAvhiles Avith alovc layshe thus him suectly 
chaniid. 

XV 

‘BeholdfO man! that toilcsome paines doest 
take, [groAves, 

The fioAvrs, the fields, and all that ])leasaunt 
Hoav they them selves doe thine ensample make. 
Whiles nothing envious nature them forth 
throwes 

Out of her fruitfull lap ; how no man knoAves, 
They HjiriDg, they bud, they blossome fresh 
and faire, ' [showes ; 

And decke the Avorld with their rich pompous 
Yet no man for them taketh paines or care, 
Yet no man to them can his carefull paines 
compare. 
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XVI 

‘The lilly, Lady of the flowring field, 

The flowr^eluce, her lovely Fafainourc, 

Did thee to them thy Aruitlesse labors yield, 
And soone leave off this toylsome weary stoure : 
Loe, loc ! how brave she decks her Ixiunteous 
boure, 

With silkin curtens and gold coverlet ts. 
Therein to shrowd her sumptuous Belamouro; 
Yet nether spinnes nor cards, ne cares nor 
fretts, [ letta. 

But to her Xiothcr Nature all her care she 

XVII 


Whom nether wind out of their seat could forae 
Nor timely tides did drive out of their sluggish 
sourse. 

xxr 

And by the way, as was her wonted gui^e,. 
Her inery fitt sliee.freshly gan to reare. 

And did of joy and jollity devize, 

Her selfc to cherish, and her guest to cheaye. 
The knight was courteous, and did not l|i)rl)eare 
Her honest mcrth and pleasaunce to oertakc; 
But when he saw her toy, and gibe, and geare. 
And passe the bonds of modest mcrimake, 

Her dalliaunce he despis’d, and follies ^lid for- 
sake. 


‘ Why then doest thou, 0 man ! tliat of them 
Art Lord, and eke of nature iSoveraine, [aU 
Wilfully make thyselfe a wretched thrall, 

And waste thy joyous howres in needdessc 
paine. 

Seeking for daunger and adventures vaine ? 
What bootes it al to have, and nothing use? 
IVlio shall him rew that swimming in the 
maine 

Will die for thrist, and water doth refuse ? 
Refuse such fruitlcsse toile, and present plea- 
sures chuse.’ 


XXII 

Yet she still followed her former style, 

And said antf did all that mote him Uclight, 
Till they arrived in that pleasaunt Ih, 

Where sleeping late she lefte her other knight. 
But whenas Guyon of that land had sight, 

He wist him selfe amisse, and angry said ; 

‘ Ah. Dame ! ])erdy ye have not doen me right, 
Thus to mislead mc^ whiles I you obaid : 

Me litle needed from my right way to have 
straid.’ 

XXII I 


XVIII « 

By this she had him lulled fast aslcepe, 

That of no worldly thing he care did take : 
Then slie with liquors strong his eies did stoepe, 
That nothing should him hastilv awake. 

So she him lefte, and did her seffe betake 
Unto her boat again, with which she cleftc 
The slouthfiill wave of tliat great griesv lake : 
Soone shec that Island far behind Jier lefltc. 
And now is come to that same [dace where 
first she weftc. 


*Faire Sir,’ (quoth she) ‘be not displeosd at all. 
Wlio fares on sea may not commaund his way, 
Ne wind and weather at his pleasure call: 

The sea is wide, and easy for to stray ; 

The wind unstable, and doth never stay. 

But here a while ye may in safety rest, 

Till season serve new passage to' assay : 
Better sate port then be in seas distresl.' 
Therewith she laught, and did her earnest end 
in jest. 

XXIV 


XIX 

B\' this time was the worthy Guyon brouglit 
Unto the other side of that wide strond 
Where she was rov ing, and for passage sought. 
Him needed not long call ; shee soone to bond 
Her ferry brought, Avhere him she bydingfond 
With his sad guide : him selfe she tooke ahoord, 
But the Blache Palmer sufired still stond, 
Ne would for price or prayers once affoord i 
To ferry that old man over the pcrloiis foord. 


XX 

Guyon was loath to leave his guide behind. 
Yet being entred might not backe retyre j 
For the ditt barke, obaying to her mind. 

Forth launched quickly as she did desire, 

Ne gave him leave to bid that aged sire 
Adieu ; but nimbjy ran her wonted course 
.Through the dull billowes thickc as troubled 
mite, 


But he, halfe discontent, mote nathelcsse 
Himsflfe appp.asi>, and issewd fortli on sliore ; 
The joy es whereof and happy fniitfulncsse, 
Suqh as he saw slic gon him lay befoie. 

And all, though pleasaunt, yet she made mucli 
more : [spring, 

The fields did laugh, the flowres diafrashly 
The trees did bud, and earl^ blossornes bore;" 
And all the quire of birds did sweetly sing. 
And told that gardins pleasures in their 
caroling. 

XXV 

And she, more sweete then any bird on 
bough. 

Would oftentimes emongst them beare a part. 
And strive to pas.se (as she could well enough) 
Their native niusicke by her skilful art : 

So did slie all that might his constant hart 
i Withdraw from thought of warlike enterprize, 
^ And drowne in dissolute delights apart, 
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Where noise of armes, or vew of martiall guize, 
]lklight not revive desire of ]£nightly exercize. 

XXVI 

But he vras wise, and waiy, of her will, 

A^nd ever held his hand upon his hart ; 

Yet would not seeme so rude, and thewed ill, 
As to despise so curteous seeming part 
That gentle Lady did to him impart : 

But, fairly tempring, fond desire subdcwd. 

And ever her desired to depart. 

She listmot heare, but her disports poursewd, 
And ever bad him stay till time the tide 
renewd. 

xxvii 

And now by this Cymochles hov^ was spent. 
That he awoke out of his ydle dreme ; 

And, shaking off' his drowsy dreriment, 

Gan him avizej howe ill did him beseme 
In slouthfull slee^ie his molten hart to steme, 
And quench the brond of his conceived yre : 
Tho up he started, stird with shame extreme, 
Ne staied for his Damsell to inquire. 

But marched to the Strond there passage to 
require. 

XXVIII 

And in the way he with Sir Guyon mett, 
Accompanvde with Pheeilria the faire ; 
Eftsoones he gan to rage, and inly frett. 
Crying ; ‘ Let be that Lady debonaire, 

Thou recreaunt knight, and soone thyselfe 
prepoire 

To batteile, if thou meane her love to gayn. 
Loe, loe! already how the fowles in aire 
Doe ilocke, awaiting shortly to obtayn 
Thy carcas for their pray, the guerdon of thy 
payn.’ 

XXIX 

And therewithal! he ffersly at him flew. 

And with importune outrage him assgyld ; 
Who, soone prepard to field, hid sword' forth 
drew. 

And him with equall valew countervayld : 
Their mightie strokes their habeijeons dis- 
mayld, 

And naked made each others manly spalles ; 
The mortalLsteele despiteoiisly entayld 
Deepe in their flesh, quite through the yron 
walles, 

That a large purple streame adowne their 
giambeux fades. 

XXX 

Cymochles, that had never mett before 
So puissant foe, with enviollts despi^t 
H'u urowd presumed force increased more, 
to bee bdd so long in figbt. 


Sir Guyon, grudging not so much his might 
As those unknightly raylinges which he spoke. 
With wrathfdU fire his corage kindled bright. 
Thereof devising shortly to be wroke, 

And doubling ml his powres redoubled every 
stroke. 

XXXI 

Both of them high attonce their handes en- 
■ haunst, [sway. 

And both attonce their huge blowes down did 
Cymochles sword on Guyons shield yglaunst, 
And thereof nigh one quarter sht»rd away ; 
But Guyons angry blade so fiers did play 
On th’ others helmett, which as Titan shone. 
That quite it clove his plumed crest in tway, 
And bared all his head unto the bone ; 
Wherewith astonisht, still he stood as sence- 
lesse stone. 

XXXII 

Still as he stood, fuyrc Phoedria, that beheld 
Tliat deadly daunger, soone atwcenc them ran ; 
And at their feet her selfe most humbly feld, 
Crying with pitteous voyce, and count’nanee 
wan, 

< Ah, well away ! most noble Lords, how can 
Your cruell eyes endure so pitteous sight, 

To shed your'lives on ground ? Wo wortli the 
man, 

Tliat first clid teach the cursed steele to bight 
In his owne flesh, and make way to the living 
spright ! 

XXXIII 

* If ever love of Lady did empierce 
Your yron brestes, or pittie could find place. 
Withhold your bloody handes firom battaill 
fierce ; 

And, sith for me ye fight, to me this grace 
Both yield, to staj^ your deadly stryfe a space.' 
They stayd a while, and forth she gan pru- 


^Most wretched woman and of wicked race, 
That am the uuthour of this hainous deed, 
And cause of death betweene two doughtie 
Vnights do breed! 


* But, if for me ye fight, or me will serv^ 

Not this rude kynd of battaill, iior these armes 
Arc meet, the which doe men in bale to starve, 
And doolefuU sorrow heape with deadly harmes : 
Such cruell game my scarmoges jdisarmes. 
Another warre, and other weapons, 1 
Doe love, where love does give his sweef 
Alarmes 

Without bloodshed, and where the enuny 
[Does yield unto his foe a pleasaunt victory. 
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XXXV 

‘ Debatcfull strife, and cruell enniitv, 

The famous name of knighthood fowly shend ; 
But lovely pcac'c, and gentle amity, 

And in Amours the passing howres to spend, 
The mightie martiall handes doe most com- 
Of love they ever greater glory bore [mend : 
Then of their armes ; Mars is Cujndoes frend, 
And is forVenus loves renowmed more • 

Then all his wars and spoilcs, the which he did 
of yore.’ 

^ XXXVI 

Therewith she sweetly sinj Id. They, though 
full l)ont 

To prove extremities of bloody fight, , 

Yet at her speach their rages gan relent, 

And calme the sea of their tempestuous spight. 
Such y)OAvre have i)leasing wordes : such is the 
C>f courteous clemency in gentle hart, [might 
Now after all was coast, the Faery knight 
Besought that Danizell suffer him depart, 

And yield him ready passage to that other part. 

XXV VII 

She no lesse glad then he desirous was 
Of his departure tlience ; for of her joy 
And vaine delight she saw he light did pas, 

A foe of folly and immodest toy. 

Still solemne sad, or still disdainfull coy ; 
Delighting all in armes and cruell warre, 

That her sweet peace and pleasures did annoy, 
Troubled with terrour and unquiet Jarre, 

That she well pleased was thence to amove him 
farre. 

XXVIII 

Tho him she brought abord, and her swift bote 
Forthwith directed to that fui thcr strand ; 
The which on the dull waves did liglitl}’^ flote. 
And soone arrived on the shallow sand, 

Where gladsome Guyon sailed forth to land, 
And to that Dams(Jil thankes gave for reward 
Upon that shore he spyed Atin stand, 

There by his maister left, when late he far’d 
Tn IMiacdrias fiittbarck over thatperlous shard. 

XXXI X 

Well could he him remember, sith of late 
He with I^rochles sharp debatoment made : 
Streight gan he him revyle, and bitter rate. 

As iShepheardes curre, that in darke eveningas 
shade 

Hath tractccl forth some salvage beastes trade : 
‘ Vile Miscrcaunt,' (said he) whither dfist thou 
five [invade ? 

Tlic shame and death, which will thee soone 
What coward hand shall doe thee next to dye. 
That arl thus fowly fiedd from famous enimy 


. XL 

With that he stifly shookc his stcclhead dart : 
But sober Guyon, hearing him so raylc. 
Though somewhat moved in his mightie hart. 
Yet with strong reason maistred passion 
fraile. 

And ])ussed fayrely forth. He, turning tifilc. 
Back to the strond retyrd, and there still stayd, 
Awaiting passage v Inch him late did faile ; 
The whiles Cymochles with that wanton mayd 
I The hasty heat of his avowd revenge <lelayd. 


XL! 

Whylest thpre the varlet stood, he saw from 
farre 

An armed k tight thattowardes him fast ran ; 
He ran on foot, as if in lucklesse vrarre 
His forlome steed from him tlie victour wan : 
Hescemed breathlesse, hartlcssb, faint, and wan: 
And all his armour sjtriiickled was with bloix'. 
And soyld with durtic gore, that no man can 
Disceriic the hew thereof. He never stood, 
But iK'iit Jiis liastie course towardes the ^ ille 
flood. 

XMI 

The varlett saw, when to the flood he came, 
How without stop or stay he fiersly lept. 

And deejic him selfc beducked in the same, 
That in the lake his loftie crest was step!, 

Ne of his safetie seemed care he kept ; 

But with his raging armes he rudely fhislit 
The waves about, and all his armour swept, 
That all the blood and filth away w'us washt ; 
Yet still he bet the water, anil the hillowcs 
dasht. 

XLIII 

Atin drew nigh to w’cet what it mote bee, 
For mdbh he wondrod at that uncouth sight : 
Whom should he but his owne deare Lord 
• ttieresee, 

His owne deare Lord Pynichles in sad plight, 
Keady to drowne him selfe for fell despiglit : 

* Harrow now out. and well away ! ’ he crvde, 

‘ What dismall day hath lent tliis cursed light. 
To see m3' Lortl so deadly damnifyde ? 
Pyrochles, 0 Pyrochles ! what is tjioe betyde ? ’ 

XI.IV 

‘I burne, I bume, I bumc! ’ then lowd he 
Clyde. 

* 0 ! how I burne with implacable fyre; 

Yet nought cancpiench mine inly flaming syde, 
Nor sea of licour ^Id, nor lake of myre': 
Nothing but death can doe me to re8p3Te.’ 

‘ Ah ! be it,’ (said he) ‘ from Pyrochles farre 
After piirsewipg death once to requyre, 




CANTO VI. J 


THE FAERTR QUFENE. 


Or think, that ought those puissant hands 
may mane : [starre.’ 

Death is for wretches borne under unhappy 


‘ Perdyp, then is it filt for me,’ (said he) | 
‘That am, I weene, most wretched man alive ; ' 
Ihirning in flames, yet no flames can 1 see, 
And dying dayly. dayly yet revive. 

() Atiii! helpc' to me hist death to give.’ 

The varlet at liia plaint was grieved so sore, 
That his-de-epe wounded hart in two did rive; 
And, his owne health rcinembring now no more, 
Did follow that ensample which he blam'd afore. 


Into the lake ho lept his Lord to nyd, 

(So Love the dread of daungcr doth despise) 
Anti of him catching hold him strongly staytl 
From drowni ng. Hut more happy he then wise. 
Of that seas tiatiire did him not aviso: 

Tlio waves thereof so slow and sluggish were, 
Engrost wit h mud whicli did them fowlc agrise. 
That every weighty thing the> did upbeare, 
Ne ought inoto ever siiick downe to the 
bottom there. 

xr.vii 

Whiles thus they strugled in Ihatydlo wave. 
And strove in vainc, the one liim selfe to 
drowne, 

Tlie other botli from drowning for to save, 

Lo ! to that shore one in an auncient gowuo, 
WTiose hoary locks great gr.avitie did croA\ lie. 
Holding in hand a goodly anning sword. 

By fortune e.amc, ledd with the troublous sowne . 
\Vhere drenclied deepe he fownd in that dull 


[Lord. 

stryving with hisTagiiig 


rhecarefull servaiint stryving 


Him Atin spying know right well of yore, 
Andlowdly ea)d ; ‘ Help, helpe! O Archimage! 
'I'o save my Lord in wretched plight forlore ; 
Uelpewitlii thy hand, or with thy counsell sage: 


Weake handes, but counsell is most strong in 
age.’ 

Him when th^old man saw, he w ondred sore 
To sec Pyroehles there so rudely rage ; 

Yet sithens helpe, he saw, he needed more 
Then pitty, he in hast aiiproched to the shore, 


And.cald: ‘Pyroehles! what is this 1 see? 
What hellish fury hath at earst thee, hentV 
Furious ever I thee, knew to bee. 

Yet never in this straungc astoni'^menU’ 
‘These flames, these flames’ (he erj’de) ‘doe 
me torment.’ [see 

‘Wha flames,’ (ijuoth he), when I thee present 
In daiinger rather to be drent then brent V ’ 

‘ Harrow ! the flames which me consume,’ 
(saitl hee) [bee. 

‘ Ne can be queneht, within my secret bowelles 


‘That cursed man, that cruel feend of hell, 
Furor, oh! f'liror hath me thus bedight: 

His deadly woiindes within m^\ Unci swell, 
And his wholt lyre burnes m nunc eniralles 
bright, 

Kindled through i^s infernall brond of sjiighl, 
Sith late with him 1 batteill vaine would boste ; 
That now, I weene, J oves dreaded thunder light 
Does scorch not halfe so sore, nor damned 
ghoste 

In flaming Phlcgcton does not so felly roste.' 


Which when ns Archimago heard, his giiefe 
He knew’rightwcll, and him attonee disarm’d; 
Then scarcht his secret Avoundes, and made a 
priefc 

Of every place that was Avith bruzing harmd, 
Or Avith the hidden lire too inly w'armd. 

Which doen, he balnics and herbes thereto 
applA de. 

And CA'ermore with mightie spels them channd ; 
That in short space he has them qualifyde. 
And hli^ restor’d to liclth that AA^ould have 
algates dyde. 
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Guyon Andes Mamon In a delve 
Suiinitig his threusuTB hore ; 

Is by hi^ tempted, and led downe 
Tu sec Ills secrete store. 


» 


f * 

As Pilot well expert in i)erilous wave, 

That to a stcdfust starre his course hath bent, 
Wl>en fogf^y mistes or cloudy tempests have 
The faithfull light of that faire lampc yblent^ 
And cover’d heaven with hideous drerunent,'^ 
Upon his card and compos firmes his eye. 

The niaysters of his long experiment. 

And to them docs the ateddy hclme apply, 
Bidding his winged vesaell fairely forwai^ fly : 

II 

So Guyon having lost his trustie guyde. 

Late left beyond that Ydle lake, proceeded 
Yet on his way, of none accompanyde ; 

And evermore himselfe with comfort feedes 
Of ills own vertues and prdise-worthie deedes. 
tio, long he 3'ode, 3'et no adventure found, 
Which fame of her shrill troinpet worthy' reedes ; 
For still he traveild through wide wastfull 
ground, [araund. 

That nought but desert wildernesse shewed all 

ift 

At lost he came unto a gloomv glade. 

Cover’d with boughes and shrubs from heavens 
light. 

Whereas he sitting found in secret shade 
An uncouth, salvage, and uncivile wight, 

Of griesly hew and fowle ill favour’d sight ; 
His face with smr ke was tand, and eies were 
bleard, 

His head and beard with sout were ill bedight, 
His cole-blacke hands did seeme to have ben 
seard \ clawo'’ appeard. 

In smythes fire-spitting forge, and navvies like 


V 

And roiifid about him lay on evcrv side 
Great hcapes of gold that never coii'ld lie spent; 
Of which some were rude owre, not purifide 
Of Mulcibers devouring element ; 

Some others were new driven, and distent 
Into great Ingowes and to wedges stfuare ; 
Some in round plates withouten moniment ; 
But most were stampt, and in their metal bare 
The antique shafies of kings and kesars 
straunge and rare. 

VI 

Soonc as he Guyon saiv, in great affright 
And haste he ime for to remove aside | si^ht. 
Those pretious hils from straungers envious 
And downe them poured through an hole full 
Into the hollow earth, them tliere to hide. [ wdde 
But Guyon, lightl}' to him leaping, stayd 
His hand that trembled ns one terrifyde; 

And though himselfe were at the sight dismayd. 
Yet him perforce restiaynd, and to him doubt- 
full sayd ; 


VI r 

* What art thou, man, (if man at all thou art) 
That here in desert hast thine habitaunce. 

And these rich hils of Avelth doest hide apart 
Froirf the worldes eye, and from her right 
^usaunce ?’ 

Thfereat, with staring c\ es fixed askaunce. 

In great ilisdaine he answerd : ‘ Hardy £lfe, 
That darest view my direfull conntenaunce, 

I read thee fa.sh and heedlesse of thj’ selfe, 

To trouble m3" still sente, and heapes of pre- 
tious pdfe. 


IV 

His yroii cote, all overgrowne with rust, 

Was underneath enveloped with gold ; [ dust. 
Whose glistring glosse, darkned with filtb3" 
Well yet appeared to have beene of old 
A worke of rich enta3de and curious mould. 
Woven with antickes and wyld 3'mageiy; 
And in his lap h masse of 003^6 he told, 

And turned upside downe, to feede his eye 
And QovetouB desire with his huge threasuiy. 


Vlll 

‘ God of the world and worldlings I me call, 
Great Mammon, greatest god below the skye, 
That of my 'plent3" poure out unto all, 

And unto none my graces do envye : 

Riches, renowme,'and principality, 

Honour^ estate, and all this worldes good, 

For which men swinck and sweat ince8saDtl3', 
Fro me do flow into an ample flood. 

And in Che hollow earth have their etemall brood. 
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IX iThe crowned often slaine, the slayer croiiiid; 

‘ Wherefore, if me thou deignetosen^c and sew 'The sacred Dindemc in peeccs rent, 

At thy commaundlo! allthescmountnineabce: And purple roV» goied with many a wound, 
Or if to thy great mind, or greedy vew, j Castles siirpri/d, great cities saekt and brent: 
All these ma\' not suffise, there s‘hall to thee iSo mak’st thou kings, and gayueat wrougfull 


Ten times so much be nombred franckc and 
free.’ [vainc, 

‘Mammon,’ (said he) ‘thy godheads vaunt is 
And idle ofTeva of thy golden fee ; 

To them that covet such eye-glntting gaine 
Proffer thy giftes, and fitter servaiints cnter- 
taine. 

• X 

‘ Me ill bc.sits, that in dcr-doing armcs 
And honours suit my vowed daies do spend, 
Unto thy bounteous bastes and pleasing 
charmes, • 

With which wcakc men thou wit chest, to attend ; 
liegard of worldly inucke doth fowly blend. 
And low abase the high heroicke sjiright, 

That joyes for crownes and kingdomes to con- 
tend: [delight; 

Faire shields, gay steedes, bright onnes be my 
Those be the riches fit for an advent’rous knight.’ 


»Vnine glorious Elfe,’ (saide he) ‘ doest not thou 
weet, 

That money can thy wantes at will supply ? 
Slicilds, stoeds, and armes, and all things for 
thee meet, 

It can purvay in twinckling of an eye ; 

And crowue.s and kingdomes to tliee raultiidy. 
iJo not I kings create, and throw the crowne 
Sometimes to him that low in dust doth I3', 
And him that raignd into his rowme thru.st 
downe, [renowneV 

And whom I lust do heape with glory and 

xii • 

‘ All otherwise ’ (saide he) ‘ I riches read. 

And deemc them roote of all disquietnes.^^ ; • 
First got with guile, and then preserv’d with 
dread. 

And after spent Avitli pride and lavi^lincsse, 
Leaving behind them griefe and heavlncssc ; 
Intinitc mischiefes of them doc arize, 

Strife and debate, bkaidshcd and bitternesse. 
Outrageous wroflg, and hellish covetize, 

That noble heart as great dishonour dotli despize. 


government. 

xrv 

Long were to tell the troublous stormes that 
tosse 

The private state, and make the life imsweet : 
Who swelling sayles in Caspian^ sea doth 
cro‘4se, • 

And in frav le w'ood on Adrian gulf dotli fleet, 
Doth not, i WTone, so man}' evils meet.’ 

Then Mammon wexing wroth ; ‘And wh} then,' 
• sayd, 

‘ Arc morfall men so fond and undisereet 
So evill thing to seeke unto tlieir ayd, 

And having not complaine, and having it up- 
bra} dV’ 


‘ indeede,’ (quoth he) ‘ through fowlc intem- 
peraiince, 

Frayle men are oft captiv’d to covetise ; 

But w'ould they thiiikc with how small allow- 
aunce • 

Untroubled Nature doth her selfo suffise, 

Such superthiities they W'oiild despise, 

Which with sad cares empcach our native joyes. 
At the well-head the purest streuines aiiso; 
But mucky tilth his braunching armes annoyes, 
Vnd with uncomely wcede.s tlie gentle wave 
uccloyes. 


The antique world, in his first flowring youth, 
Fownd no defect in his Creators grace ; 

But with glad thankes, and unreproved truth, 
The guifts of soveraine bounty did embrace : 
Like Angels life was then mens happy cacc ; 
But later ages pride, like corif^fcd steed, 
Abusd her plenty and fat swolne encreace 
To all licentious lust, and gan exceed 
The measure of her meaue and naturall first 
necil? 

XVIT 


XIII 


^Ke thine be kingdomes, ne the scepters thine; 
But rcalmes and rulers thou doest both con- 


‘Then gan a cursed hand the quiet womlie 
Of his great Grandmother with steele to wound. 
And the hid treasures in her sacred tombe 
With Sacriledge to dig. Therein he fownd 
Foiintaines of gold and silver to abownd. 

Of which the matter of his huge desire 

found. And pompous pride eftsoones he did compownd ; 

And loyall truth to treason doest incline : Then avarice gan through his veines inspire 

W itnesse the guiltlesso blood pourd oft on llis greedv flames, and kindled life-devouring 
ground, fire.’-f ^ 
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XVill 

‘ Sonne,’ (said he then) ‘ lett be thy bitter soome, 
And leave the rudeneeac of thdi antique a^e 
To them that liv'd therm in state forlome: 
Thou, that docst live in later times, must wa^ 
Thy workes for wealtli, and life for gold engage^. 
If then thee list my otfred grace to use, 

Take what thou ])iease of all this surplusage;! 
If thee list not, leave have thou to refuse: 
lJut thing refused doe not afterward neeuse.’ 

1 XIX 

‘ Me list not’ (said the Elfin knight) ‘reccave 
Tiling otfred, till 1 know it tvell be gott ; 

Xe wote 1 but thou didst these goods bereave 
From rightfull owner by unrighteous lott, * 

Or that bloodguiltinesse or guile them tilott.’ 

‘ Perdy,’ ((piotli he) ‘ yet iieA'or eie did vew, 

Ne tong did tell, ne hand these* handled not; 
liul sale I have them kept in secret mew 
From hevens sight, aiul powre of al which 
them poursevv.’ 


‘ What secret idaee ’ (quoth he) * can safely liold 
So huge a masse, and hide from heavens eie? 
Or where hast thou thy wonne, that, so much 
gold ■ < 

Thou canst preserve from wrong and robbery?’ 
‘ Come thou,’ (riuoth he) ‘ and see.’ So bv and by 
Through that thick covert he him led, and 
fownd 

A darkesome way, which^io man could descry. 
That deep descended through the hollow 
growiid, [arownd. 

And was with dread and horror coiniiassed 

XXI 


Lamenting Sorrow did in darknes lye, [eye. 
And shame his vfgly face did hide from living 

XXIII 

And over tliem sad horror w’ith grim how 
Did alwaies sorev beating his yron wings ; 

And after him ()wles and Night-ravens flew, 
'riic hatcfull messengers ol' heavy tilings,! 

Of death and dolor telling sad tidings; 

Whiles sad Celeno, sitting on a clifie, 

A song of bale and hitter sorrow sings. 

That liart of flint asoiider eoiilil havt rifte ; 
Which having ended after him tflie Hyeth 
swifte. 

XXIV 

All these before the gates of Pluto lay, 

By whont they passing spake unto them 
nought ; 

But Ih’ Ellin knight with wonder all the wny 
Did feexl his eyes, and lild his inner thoiiglit. 
At last him to a litle dorc lie brought, 

That to the gate of Hell, which gain'd wide, 
Was next adjoymng, lie them pailed ought : 
Betw'ixt them both was but a litle stride, 

'I'hat did tlie house of Kichesse from hell-mouth 
divide. 

XXV 

Before the don* sat sclfe-eonsuming Care, 
Day and night keeping wary watch anti Avard, 
For feare least Force or Fraud should unaAvare 
Brcake in, and spoile the treasure I here in gard : 
Ne Avoiiltl he suffer Sleejie once thither-Avaril 
A])proeh, albe his droAvsy den were next ; 

For next to death is Sleciie to be compartl; 
Therefore liis house is unto his annext : 

Here Sleep, tber Riehesse, and Hel-gate them 
both betAvext. 


At length they came into a larger space. 
That streteht itselfe into an ample playne ; 
Tlirough which a beaten broad high way did 
trace, o 

That streight did lead to Plutoos griesly rayne. 
By that waves side there sate inteniali Pajme, 
And fast beside him sat tumultuous Strife*: 
The one in hand an yron whip diil strayne. 
The other brandished a bloody knife ; 

And both did gnash their tee*th, and both did 
threten life. 

XXII 

On thother side in one consort there sate 
Crnell Revenge, and raneonnis Despiglit, 
Disloyall Treason, and hart-burning Hate; 
But gnaiving Geolosy, out of their sight 
Bitting alone, his bitter lii>s did bight ; 

And trembling Feare still to and fro did fly. 
And found no place wher safe he shroud him 
might: * 


x.vvi 

So*^oon .IS Maiuinon there urrivd, the doro 
To him did open and allborded Aiv'ay : 

Iliraf folloAved eke Sir Guyon ewnnore, 

Ne darkenesse him, ne ihiunger might dismay. 
Soone as he entred was, the (lore streight way 
Did shutt, and from beliind it forth there lept 
An ugly feend, more fowle then dismall day. 
The W'liich with monstrous stalke behind him 
stept, [kept. 

And ever as he went deAv AVatch upon luiii 

XXA'II 

Well hoped liee, ere long that hardy guest, 

If ewr eoA'clous hand, or lustfull eye, 
t)T lips he layd on tiling that likte him best. 
Or ever sleepe his eie-strings did untve, 
Should l)c his pray. And therefore still on live 
He oA'er him did hold his cruell dawes, 
Threatning with greetly gripe to doe Iflm dye, 
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And rend In peeces with liis ravenous pawes, | 
If ever he trnnagrest the fatal} Stygian lawcs.; 

XXVIII I 

That houses forme within was rude and 
strong, 

Lyke an huge cave bewne out of rocky cllfte, 
From whose rough vaut the ragged breaches 
liong 

Kmbost with massy gold of glorious guifte, 
And with rich metall loaded every rifte, 

That henvy ruine they did seemo to threatt ; 
And over them Arachne high did llfte 
Her cunning web, and spred her subtile nett, 
ICnAvrappd in fowle smoke and clouds more 
black then Jett. 


Who it to rob*and ransacke did intend. 

Then Mammon, turning to that warriour, said; 
< Loc ! here the^orldes blis : loe ! here the end, 
To which al men doe ayme, rich to be made : 
Such grace now to be happy is before thee laid.’ 

xxxin 

‘ Certes,’ (sn}^! he) ‘ I n’ill thine offred grace, 
Ne to be made so happy doe intend : 

Another blis before mine eyes 1 place. 

Another happincs, another end. 

To them that list these base regar|cs I lend ; 
But I in armes, and in atchievements brave, 
]>o rather choose my flitting houres to spend, 
And to be Ijord of those that riches have, 

Thpn them to have my sclfe, and be their ser- 
vile sclavc.’ 


Both roofe, and floore, and walla, wore all of 
gold, 

But overgrowne with dust and old decay. 

And hid in darkcncs, that none could behold 
'I'he hew thereof ; for vow of cherefull day 
Did never in that house it sclfe display. 

But a faint shadow of uiu'crtein liglit : 

Such as a lamp, whose life docs fade away. 

Or as the Mooiie, cloathed with clowily night. 
Does show to him that W'alkes in fearo and sad 
aifright. 


XXXIV 

Tliorcat the feendhis gnashing teeth did grato, 
And griev’d so long to lacke his greedio pi ay ; 
For well he weened that so glorious biu'te 
Would tempt his guest to take thereof assay; 
Had he so doon, he had him snatcht away, 
More light then Culver in the Faulcons fist. 
Etemall God thee save from such decay! 

But, whenas Muinri|on saw his purpose mist, 
Him to entrap unwares another w’ay he wist. 


XXX 

In all (hat rowme was nothing to he scene 
But huge great yron chests, and coffers strong, 
All bard with (louble beiuls, that none could 
Them to effVirce by violence or wrong : [w'cenc 
On every side they placed were along ; 

But all the growml ivith sculs was scattered. 
And dead mens bones, which round about were 
liong ; 

Whose lives, it seemed, whilome there w'ere shed. 
And their vile carcases now left unburiedv 


XXXV 

Thence forward he him ledd, and shortly 
brought 

Unto another row'inc, whose dore forthright 
To him did open, as it had beene taught. 
Therein on hundred raunges weren pight, 

And hundred fournaces all burning blight: 

By every foumace many feendcs did hyde. 
Deformed creatures, horrible in sight ; “ 

And every feend his busie paines applyde 
To melt the golden metall, ready to be try do. 


XXXI • 

They forward passe; ne Guyon yet spoke 
Till that they came unto an yron dore, [wortl. 
Which to them opened of his owno accord, 

And shewd of richesse such exceeding store. 
As eie of man did never see before, 

ever could within one place be fowTid, 
'i’liough all the wealth which is, or was of yore^ 
Could gathered be through all tlicw'orldarownd, 
And tiiat above wero added to that under 
grownd. 

XXXII . I 

The charge thereof unto a covetous Spright 

Commaunded was, who thereby did attend. 
And warily awaited day and liiglit, 

From other covetous feends it to defend, 


XXXVI 

One with great bellowes gathered filling ay re, 
Aiid with forst wind the fewell did inflame ; 
Anotlier did the dying bronds repayre 
With yron tongs, and sprinckled ofte the same 
With liquid 'waves, tiers Yulcans rage to tame. 
Who, maystring them, renewd his former heat ; 
Some scumd the drosse that from the metall 
came; 

Some stird the molten owro with ladles great ; 
And every one did swincke, and every one did 
sweat. 

X XXVI I 

But, when an earthly wight they present saw 
GUstring in armes and battailous aray, 

I2 




From their whot work they did tlieinselves 
withdraw 

To wonder at the sight ; for till that daj' 

They never creature saw that cam that way : 
Their staring eyes sparckling with fervent fyre 
And ugly shapes did nigh the man dismay, 
That, were it not for sliaine, he would retyre ; 
Till that liiin thus bespake their soveraine 
Lord and syre ; 

XXXVIII 

Hiehold, thou Faeries sonne, with mortall 
That living eye heforo did never see. [ eye, 
The thing, that thou didst crave so earnestly. 
To weet whence all the wealth late shewd by 
Proceeded, lo! now is reveald to thee, [mce 
Here is the fountainc of the worldes good : • 
Now, therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee, 
Avise thee well, and chaunge th}' wilfull mood, 
Least thou perhaps here^er wish, and be 
withstood.’ 

XXXIX 

‘ Suffise it then, thou Money God,* (quoth hee; 
* Tliat all thine vdle offers I refuse. 

All that 1 need 1 have : what needeth mee 
To covet more then I have cause to use ? 
With such vaine shewes thy worldlinges vyle 
abuse ; 

But give me leave to follow mine emprise.’ 
Mammonwas much displeasd,yetno’tehechuse 
But bcare the rigour of his bold mes prise ; 
And thence him forward ledd him further to 
entise. 

XL 

He brought him, through a darksom narrow 
strayt, 

To a broad* gate all built of beaten gold : 

The gate was oiien ; but therein did w^'t 
A sturdie villein, stn.'^ding stiffe and bold. 

As if the highest God defy he would: 

In his right hand an yroii club he held. 

But he himselfe v las all of golden mould, 

I'et had both life and scnce, and well could 
weld [■ queld. 

That cursed wca]>on, when his crnell foes he 

XLI 

Disdayne he called was, and did disdayne 
To be so cald, and who so did him call : 

Sterne was his looke, and full of stomacke 
vayne; 

His portaunce terrible, and stature tall, 

Far passing th’ hight of men terrcstriall, 

Like an huge Gyant of the Titans race ; f small. 
That made tiim scome all creatures great and 
And with his pride all others powre deface : 
More fitt emon^t black iiendes then men to 
have his -place. 


XLII 

Soone as those glitterand armes he did espye, 
That with their brightnessc made that dark- 
nes light, 

His'harmefml club he gan to hurtle hyc, 

And threaten batteill to the Faery knight ; 
Who likewise gan himselfe to batteill digtit, 
'nil Mammon did his hasty hand wit^ihold, 
And counscld him abstainefVom perilous tight; 
For nothing might abash the villein bold, 

Ne mortall Steele cmpercehis miscreated mould. 

XL11I 

8o having him with reason pacifyde. 

And that tiers Carle commaundiug to forbeare, 
He brought him in. The rowme was large 
aiid^yde, 

As it some Gyeld or solemnc Temple wearc 
Many great golden pillours did upbeare 
The massy roofe, and riches huge sustayne ; 
And every pillour decked was full dearc 
With crownes, and Diademes, and titles vaine. 
Which mortall Princes wore whiles they on 
earth did rajme. 

XLIV 

A route of people there assembled were, 

Of every sort and nation under skye, 

Which with great u]>rorc preaced to draw nere 
'Fo th’ upper part, where was advaunced hye 
A stately siege of soveraine majestyc ; 

And theVeon satt a woman, gorgeous gay 
And richly cladd in robes of royaltye, 

'Fhat never earthly Prince in such aray 
His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pryde 
display, 

XLV 

Her face right wondrous faire did seeme to 
bee, [threw 

'f haMier broad beauties beam great brightnos 
Through the dim shade, that all men might 
• * it see: 

Yet -was not that same her owne native hew. 
But wrought by art and counteifetted shew. 
Thereby more lovers unto her to call : 
Natli'lessc most hevenly faire in deed and vcw 
She by creation was, till she did fidl ; 
Thenceforth she sought for helps to cloke her 
crime withalL 

XLVI 

There, as in glistring glory she did sitt, 

She held a great gold chain'e vlincked well. 
Whose upper end to highest fieven was knitt. 
And lower part did reach to lowest Hell ; 

And all that preace did rownd about her swell 
To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby 
To climbe aloft, and others to excell ; 
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That was Ambition, rash desire to sty, 

An d every linck thereof a stop of dignit}'. 

XL VI I 

Some thought to raise themselves to high 
Hy riches and unrighteous reVard ; [degree 
Some by close shouidring ; some by flatteree ; 
Others through friendes ; others for base regard, 
And all by wrong waies for themselves pre- 
pard : 

Those that were up themselves kept others low; 
Those that were low themselves held others 
hard, 

Ne suttred them to r^'se or greater grow ; 

But every one did strive his fellow downe to 
throw. 

XLVIII • 

Which whenos Guyon saw, he gun inquire, 
What meant that "preace about that Ladies 
throne. 

And what she was that did so high aspyre V 
Him Mammon answered ; That goodly one. 
Whom all that folke with such contention 
Doc dock about, ni^- deare, my daughter is : 
Honour and dignitie from her alone 
Derived are, and all this worldes blis. 

For which ye men doe strive ; few gett, but 
many mis : 

XLIX 

• And fayre Philotime she rightly hight. 

The fairest wight that w'onneth under skie. 
But that this darksom neather world her light 
Doth dim with horror and deformity ; 

Worthie of licvcn and hye felicitic, 

From whence the gods have her for envy 
thrust : 

But, sith thou hast found favour in mine eye, 
I'hy spouse I will her make, if that thou lust. 
That she may thee advance for works and 
meritsjust.’ 

L * • 

‘Gramercy, Mammon,’ (said the "gentle 
knight) 

' For so great grace and offred high estate : 
But I, that am iVaile desh and earthly wight, 1 
Unworthy match for such immortoU mate 
My selfe well jvote, and mine unequall fate; 
And were 1 not, yet is my trouth jqilight. 

And love avowd to other ‘Lady late. 

That to remove the same I have no might : 

To cliaungelove causelesseis reproch to warlike 
knight ’ 

LI 

Mammon emmoved was with inward wrath ; 
Yet, forcing it to fajme, him forth thence ledd, 
Tnrough griesly shadowes by a beaten path, 
Into a gardiu goodly garnished 


With hearbs and fruits, whose kinds mote nut 
be redd^ 

Not such as earth out of her fruiti’ull w'ounib 
Throwes forth to men, sweet and well savoied. 
But dircfull deadly black, both Icaic undbhKnn, 
Fitt to adorne the dead, and deck the drery 
toombe. 


LII 

There inoumfull Cypresse grew in greatest 
store, 

And trees of bitter Gall, and Heb|n sad ; 

Dead sleeping Poppy, and black Hellebore ; 
Cold Coloquintida, and Tetra mod ; 

Moriall Samnitis, and Cicuta bad. 

With which th’ unjust Athenians made to dy 
Wise Socrates ; who, thereof quailing glad, 
Pourd out his life and last Philosopliy 
To the fayre Critias, his dearest Belainy ! 


Lltl 

Tlie Gardin of Proserpina this hight ; 

And in the midst thereof a silver seat. 

With a thick Arlier goodly over-dight, 

In which she often usd from open licat 
i Her selfe to shroud, and pleasures to entreat : 
I Next thereunto dia grow a goodly tree, 

I With braunches broad dispredd and body great, 
Clothed with leaves, that none the wood mote 
see. 

And loaden all with fruit as thick as it might 
bee. 


LTV 

Their fruit were golden apples glistring bright, 
That goodly was their glory to behold: 

On earth like never grew, ne living wight 
Like ever saw, but they from hence were sold ; 
For those which Hercules, with concjiicst bold 
Got from great Atlas daughters, hence began. 
And planted there did brin^orth fruit of gold; 
And those with which th’ Luboean young man 
won 

Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out 
ra^. 


LV 

Here also sprung that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Acontius got his lover trew. 
Whom he had long time sought with fruitlesse 
suit: 

Here eke that famous golden Apple grew, 

The which emongst the gods false Ate threw; 
For which th’ Idi^n Ladies disagreed. 

Till partiall Paris dempt it Venus dew. 

And had of her fayre Helen for his me^ 

That manv noble Greekes and Trojans mode 
to &leed. 
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The warlike Elfe much woiiiked ut this tree, 
3o fayre and great that shadowed all the! 
ground, 

And his broad braunches, laden with rich iee^ 
Did stretch themselves without the utmost 
bound 

Of this great gardin, cumpast with a mound ; 
SVhich over-hanging, they themselves did 
steepe 

In a blaek|^ flood, which flow’d about it round. 
That is the river of Cocytus dce[»e, 

111 Avhich full many soules do eiidlesse wayle 
and wecpc. 

i.vii , 

Wliich to behold he clotnb up to the bancke. 
And looking downesaw many damned wightes 
In those sad waves, which dircfull deadly 
stancke, 

riongod continually of cruell Sprightes, 

Tliat with their piteous cryos, and ydling 
shrightes, 

I’hey made the further shore resounden wide. 
Emongst the rest of those same ruefull siglites, 
Onccursed creature he by chaunee espide, [side. 
That drenched lay full ‘de»*Mi under the Garden 

LVIII 


Then gan the eursed wretch alowd to cry, 
Accusing highest Jove and gods ingrate j 
And eke blasidieming heaven bitterly, 

As author of unjustice, there to let him dye. 


He lookt a litlc further, and cspyd'i | 
Another wrctcli, w hosecareas deepewas drent 
Within the river, which tlic same did hyde ; 
But both his handes, mo^t lilthy feculent, 
Abov'e tlie water >veie on high extent, 

And faynd to wash themselves incessantly. 
Yet nothing cleaner w'ere for such intent, 

But rather fowler seemed to the eye ; 

So lost his labour vaine and ydlc industry'. 


The knight him calling asked who he was ? 
Who, lifting up his hea^ him answerd thus ; 
* 1 rdate am, the falsest Judge, alas ! 

And most unjust: that, by unrighteous 
Ami wicked doome, to Jewes dcs piteous 
Delivered up the Lord of life to dye. 

And did ac(|U]tc a murdrer felonous ; 

The while's my handes 1 washt in purity. 

The n biles niv soule was soyld with foivle in- 
iquity.' 

LX II I 


Deepe ivas he drenched to the, upmost chin, 
Yet gaped still as coveting to drinkc 
Of the cold liquor whii-h he waded in ; 

And stretching forth his hand did often thinke 
To reach the fruit which grew upon the 
brinckc ; [mouth. 

But both the fruit from hand, and flood fi-oin 
Did fly abacke, and made him vainely swiiicke ; 
The whiles he sterv'd with hunger, and with 
drouth, 

lie daily dyde, yet never throughly dyen couth, 
o LIX 

The knight, him seeing labour so in vaine, 
Askt who he was, and what he ment thereby? 
Who, groning deepe, thus ansA\ erd him againe ; 
‘Most cursed of all creaturas uiidei skyc, 

Lo ! Tantalus, 1 here tormented Ive : 

Of whom high Jove wont w'hylome feasted 
bee; 

Lo ! here I now for want of food doe dye : 

But, if that thou bo such as 1 thee see, j|niee !’ 
Of grace I praj- thee, give to eat and dnnkc to 

LX 

‘ Nav, nav, thou greedv Tantalus,’ (quoth he) 
* Abide the fortune of thy present fate ; 

. And unto all that live in high degree, 
Ensample be of mind intemiierate, 

To teach them how to use their present state.* 


Infinite moe tormented in like ])ainc 
lie there beheld, too long here to lie told : 

Ne Mammon would there let him long remay ne, 
For terrour of the tortures manifold. 

In vdiicli the damned soules lie did behold. 
Hut roughly him bespake : ‘Thoufearcfull Ibolc, 
Why takes! not of that same fruitc of gold ? 
Ne sittest downc on that same silver sfoole. 
To rest thy weary iiersou in the shadow coolc ?’ 

f> LXJV 

All which he did to do him deadly fall 
In frhyle intcmperaunce through sinfull bayt ; 
To which if he inclyned had at all, 

That dreadfull feend, which did behindc him 
Would him have rent in thousand pccces stray! : 
But he was ivary •wise in all his wa\', 

And well jierceived his deceiptfull sleight, 

Ne suflFred lust his safety to bctra\. 

So goodly did beguile tlic* Gu\ler of his jiray. 

LXV 

And noAV he has so long remained thean*. 
That vitallpowres gan wexeboth weakeand wan 
For want of food and sleepe, which t\\ o upbcarc, 
Like mightie pillours, this frayle life of man, 
That none without the same chduren can : 
For now three dayes of men were full out* 
wrought. 

Since he this hardy enterprize began : 
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Fortliy f^reat Mammon fayrely he besuiiKht : Relow the earth mif^ht aufFred be to stav : 
Into the world to guyde liiifi backe, as he him So bauke againe him brought to living light, 
brought. jRut all so soJ^tie as his enfeebled spright 

lA'vr i(Jan siicke this vitall ayre into his bresl, 

'I'lic tiod, though loth, 'vet was coiistraviid As overcome willi too exceeding might, 
t’ obav ; " • ' a^^av out of lier nesl, 

Foi longer tiiiie then that no living n ight And all Ins bciices ^vele with deadly Ht opprest. 


CANTO Vlll. 

Sir (iiiyon. layrt 111 swowne, is by 
AorntOR sonnes despoykl ; 

Wliom Arthure sonne hath ri'skewcd, 
And Paynim biethrcn loyld. 


Ani» is there care in heaven? Iknd is there 
love 

In heavenly spints to these creatures bnce, 
That may coinliassion of tbeir cvilles move ? 
There is : else much more wretched i\ere the 
cace [grac« 

Of men then beasts. Rut O! th’ exceeding 
Of highest God that loves his creatures .so. 
And all his workes uith mercy doth embrace, 
That blessed Angels he sends to and fio, [foe. 
To ser\ e to wicked man, to serve his wicked 

11 ; 

Ilow oft do they their silver bowers leave, j 
'I’o come to sueeour us that sueeoui want! 
Ilow oft do they A\ith golden pineons cleave 
'File thtting skyes, like flying I’ursuivant, 
Against fowle Veendes to ayd us militant ! 
'I'liey for us tight, they watch ami dewly Munl, 
Ami their blight Squadrons round about ii^ 
plant , 

And all for love, and nothing foi reward. 

O! why should heveiily God to men lutvesuch 
regard? 


During the while that Giiyoii did abide 
In Mamons house, the I’almer. whom Avhylearc 
That wanton Mayd of pass.nge had demde, 

Ry further sc*arch had passage found elsewhere; 
An l, being 011 his way, ap])roch«l neare 
AVhere Guyyn lay in traunce; when suddeiiily 
He heard a voyce that called lowd and cleaie, 
'Come hither! hither! O, come hastilv!’ 

That all the fields 1 esounded with the ruefull 

CIV. 


The Palmer lent his eare unto the iioyce, 

To weet who called so importunely : 

Againe he heard a more efl'orced viivce. 

That bad him come in haste. He by and by 


jlis feeble feet directed to theciy ; 

Which to that shady delve him brought at last, 
Where Mammon earst didsunne his threasury; 
There the, good t^iiyon he found slumbringfast 
111 scnc,(‘le.s dn‘amc; ivliich sight at fust him 
sore, aghast. 

V 

Reside his head there satt a faire young man, 
Of wondrous beauty and of freshest veares, 
Whose tender bud to blossome new begun, 
And florish faire above Ins eqiiall peares : 

Ili-s snowy front, ^Mirled with golden hearcs, 

, Like TMiocbns face uilornd with sunny raves. 
Divinely shone; and tivo sharpe winged 
sheaies. 

Decked with di veTse i*lumes, like paintcKl dayes. 
Were tixcd at his backe to cut liis ayery >va /es. 

VI 

Like as Cupido on Idaean bill. 

When liaving laid his crnell bow away 
And mortall airowcs, wherewith be doth till 
The world wdtli mm (Irons spoilcs and bloody 
I p™y> 

, With his taire mother he. him dights to play, 
iAnd with his goodly sisters, Graces three: 
The Goddesse, filea^-ed wilii his wanton play, 
Sufters her self© through .sleep© beguild to bee. 
The whiles the other Ladies mind thevr mery 
i glee. 


Whom when the Ihilmer saw, abasht he was 
Through fear and wonder that he nought could 
say, 

'I'ill him the childe be.spokc ; ‘ l^ong lackt, alas I 
Hath beiic thy faithful! aide in hard assay, 
'While.s deadly fltt thy pupill doth dismay. 
.Rehold this heavy sight, thou reverend Sircl 
I Rut dread of death and dolor doc away ; 

I For life ere long shall to her home retire, 

I And he that breathlesse seems shal corage both 
I raapire. 
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* The chaif;e, which God doth unto me nrrc‘tt, j 
or his doare safety, I to tliec ctunmend ; 

Yet will 1 not forgoc, iie yet forgett 
The care thereof my sclfe unto the end, 

But evermore him succour, and defend 
Against his foe and mine : watch thou, I pray, 
For evill is at hand liim to oilend.’ 

So having said, eftsoones he gan display 
His painted nimble Avings, and vanisht quite 
UAvay. 

IX 

The Palmer seeing his lefto empty place, 

And his slow eies beguiled of llieir sight, 

Woxe sore affraid, and standing still a s pacc^ 
(Jaz'd after him, as foAvle escapt by Hight. 

At last, him turning to his charge* bchight. 
With trembling hand his troubled pulse gan 
try; 

Where finding life not yet dislodged quight. 
He much rejoyst, and courd it tenderly. 

As chicken newly hatcht, from dreaded destiny. 


Ijh'! Avhere he now inglorious doth lye, 

To pruove he lived il that did thus foAvly ilye. 


At last he spide where toivards him did pace 
Tavo I’a^'nim knights al qrmd as bright as 
skie, 

And them beside an aged Sire did trace, 

And far before a light-foote Page did flie. 

That breathed strife and troublous enmitie. 
Those AA'ere the tAA'o sonnes of Aerates old, 
Who, meeting earst Avitli Archimago slip 
Foreby that idle strond, of him Avere told 
That tic which earst them combatted Avas GuA'on 
bold. 

XI 

Which to avenge on him tliey dearly A’OAA'd, 
Where ever that on ground they mote him 
find : 

False Archima^ lyovokte their corage proAvd, 
And stryful Atin in their stubborne mind 
Coles of contention and whot A'engeannce tind 
Ifow bene thej' come whereas the Palmer sate, 
Keeping that 'slombred corse to him ^ssind: 
Well knew they both his person, sith of late 
With him in bloody arnios they rashly did 
debate. 

XII 

Whom Avhen l^rochles snAH’, inflam'd Avith 
That sire he foAvl bespake : Thou dotard A'ile, 
That with thy bnitenesse sliendsl tliy enmely 
Abandon snoiie, I read, the caytiA’e hjioiIo [age. 
Of that same outcast carcas, that crcAv Idle 
Made it selfe famous through false trecliery, 
And croAvnd hiscoAiard crest Avith knightly 
* stile \ 


To Avliom the Palmer fcarlesse ansivcreil : 

* Certch, Sir knight, ye bene too niiich to blame, 

Thus for to blott ttie honor of the dent , » 

And Avith fuwle cowardize his carcas sliamc, 
VV^hose living liandes immortalizd his iiamc. 
Vile is the A'engeaimcc on the ashe*. cold, 

And en\'y base to barkc at sleeping laii.c. 
Was never Avight that treason of Iiiin t(».d : 
Your self his provi-essc i)ro\’’d, and found him 

fiers and bold.’ 

XIV 

Then snytW Cymochlcs : ‘Palmer, lluxi diK'st 
dote, 

Ne canst ofprowc&sc nc ol kiiigliiliood deeme, 
Sa\*e as thou scest or liearst. ’liul avcII 1 avuIc, 
That of his puissauiicc tryall made cxtreoine" 
Yet. gold al is not that doth golden scenic ; 

Nc all good knights that shake AV(>11 spcarcniid 
shield. 

The Acorth of all men by their end estecnie, 
And then deAA'praise or deAvreprocIi them yield ; 
Bad therefore I him deeme that thus lies dead 
on field.’ 

XV 

‘ Good or bad.’ gan his brother fiers reply, 
‘Whnt doe I recke, sith that he dide enliVeV 
Or Avhat doth his bad death iioav satisfy 
The greedy hunger of revenging yre, * [sire ? 
Sith Avratlifull hand Avrought not her OAvne de- 
Yet since no Avay ’’s lefte toAvreake my siiight, 
I Avill him reaA’c of armes, the victors hire, 
Andof that shield, more Avortliy of gcwKl knight ; 
For Avhy should a dead dog be deckt in armour 
Jirighty 

.\\ 1 

‘FqynSir,’baid tlien the Palmer suppliaunt, 

* For knighthoods love doc not so foAvle a deed, 
Ne blame your honor A\itli so shamefull vaunt 
Of A’ile revenge. To Rjioilc llie dead of Aveed 
Is sacrilege, and doth all siimes exceed : 

But leave these relicks of his living might 
To decke his herce, and trap liis tomb-blacke 
»t(’ed.’ -[havedight, 

‘What herce or steed’ (said he) ‘slmuhl he 
But be entombed in the raA’en or the kight, V ’ 

XVII 

With that, rude hand upon his shield lie laid, 
And th’ other brother gan his helnie unlace, 
Both fiercely bent to Imve him disaraid ; 

Till that they sjiyde where towards tliam did 
pace 
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An anned knight, of Ik>UI and bounteous grace, 
Whose s(}uirc bore after hini an Itcben launce 
And covcrd shield. Well kend him so far space 
'I'll* cnchauntcr by his armes and amcnauncc, 
When under him* he saw his Lybian steed to 
])raunce ; 

xvin 

And tothose brethren sayd ; ‘ Rise, rise bylive, 
And unto battcil doc your selves aiidressc^ 
For yonder comes the prowest knight alive, 
l^rincc Artiiur, (lowrc of graw* and nobilesse. 
That hath to Payniin knights wrought gret 
distreasc, 

And thousand Sar'zins fowly donne to dye.* 
I'hat word so deepe did in their harts impVessc, 
'J’hat lioth eftsooiies upstarted furiously, 

And gun themselves pi epare to battmll grccdilj'. 

XIX 

Rut tiers P^TOchlcs, lacking his owne su'ord, 
The want thereof now greatly gati to plaine, 
And Archimage besought, him that aflbrd 
Which he had brought for Braggadochio vainc 
*8o would I,’ fsaid tli’ enchatintcr) ‘glad and 
faille 

Reteeine to you this sword, you to defend, 

Or ought that ds your honour might main- 
tainc; 

But that this weapons powre T well have keiid 
To be contrary to the worke which ye intend : 


XX 

‘For that same knights owne sword this is, 
of yore 

Which Merlin made by his ahnightie art 
For that his noursling, when he knighthood 
swore. 

Therewith to doen his foes ctcrnall sinaiit. 

The metall first he inixt with Medoswart, 

That no enchauntment from his dint might 
save; 

Then it in flames of Aetna wTOught apart, 
And seven times dip|K>(l in the bitter W'avc 
Of lidlish Styx, which hidden vertue to it gave. 

XXI 

^ ‘ The vertne i^ that nether stcclc nor stone 
The stroke tlieieof tVom cntraunce may defend; 
No ever may be used by his fonc, 

Nc forst his rightful owner to ofTciid; 

evfr will it breakc, ne ever bend ; 
Wherefore Morddurt it rightfully is liiglit. 

In vaine therefore, Pyrochles, should I lend 
The same to thee, against his lord to fight; 
For sure yt would deceive thy labor and thy 
might’ 


XMl 

‘Foolish old^an,’ said then the Pagan wroth, 
‘That weencst words or cliariiis may force 
withstond : 

Soone shalt tliou sec, and then bdeeve for troth, 
I'hat I can carve with this inchaunted brand 
His Lords owne flesh.’ Therewith out of hia 
bond 

That vertuous stede he rudely snatcht away. 
And (riiyons shield about his* wrest he bonck 
So really dight fierce buttailc to assav, 

Aud niMixih his brother proud in banailousaray. 

XXIII 

By this tliat straiiuger knight in presence 
* came, 

And goodly sained them; who nought againc 
Him aiiMveri'd, us conrtesic became ; [dainc, 
But w'illi Sterne hxikes, and stomachous dis- 
(juve signes of grudge and discontentment 
vainc. 

Then, turning to the Palmer, he gan spy 
Where at his feet, with sorrowfnll demayne 
And deadly hew', an armed corse did lye, 

In w'huse dead face he redd great magnanimity, 

• XXIV 

Sayd he then to the Palmer: ‘Reverend Syre, 
What great misfortune hath betidd this knightV 
Or did his life her fatall date expyre, 

Or did he fall by treason, or bi' fight V 
How ever, sure I row his pitteous plight.’ 

' Not one, nor other,’ sayd the Palmer grave, 

‘ Hath him licfalne; butcloudesof deadly night 
A while his heavy eylids cover’d have, '[wave: 
And all his scnces drowned in deep scucelesse 


XXV 

* Which those his cnicll foes, that stand here- 

bv; 

Making advauntage, to revenge their spight, 
Would him disarmc aud treaten shamefully ; 
Unworthie usage of redoubteii knight. 

But you, faire Sir, whose honourable sight 
Doth promise hope of helpe and timely grace. 
Mote 1 beseech to succour his sad pliglit, 

And by your ]x>wre protect his feeble cace V 
First prayse of knighthood is fowlc outrage to 
deface.’ 

XXVI 

‘ Palmer, (said he) ‘ no kn ight so rude, 1 weene, 
As to doen outrage to a sleeping ghost ; 

Nc w’as there ever noble eorage scene, 

That in advauntage would his puissauiice boat; 
Honour is least where oddes appeareth most. 
May bee, that better reason will aswage 
The rash revengers heat. Words, well dispost, 
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Have secrete powret’ appease intlained rage: 
lt‘ not, leave unto me tlij' knights last ])atrou- 
age.’ 

XXVll 

Tho, tuniing to those brethren, thus iKjspoke : 

* Yo warlike payro, Avhose, valorous great might. 
It seemes, just wioiiges to vengeauncc doe 
provoke, [knight, 

T«) wreake vour wrath on this dead smiiiug 
Mole taight allay the stornie ot your despiglit. 
And scttle,natie'nce in so furious heat V 
Not to debate the chalenge of your right. 

Hut ft)r his carkas ])ardon 1 entreat, 

Whom fortune hath already laid in lowest seat.’ 

xxviii ^ 

To whom (’yin(»ehles said ; ‘ For what art thou, 
That mak'st" thy selfehis daye.s-mau, to])rolong 
The vengeaune'e prest V Or Avho shall let me 
now 

On this vile body from to Avreak iiiy AVroiig, 
And made his eslrkas as the outeast d«mg? 
Why should not that dead earriou satisfVe 
The guilt Avhieh, if he lived had thus long, 

His life for dew revenge should dearc ab\e V 
The trespass still doth live^dbee the pei sou dye.' 

XX ix 

‘ Indeed,’ then said the Prince, ‘theevill donm 
Dyes not, when breath thebody first doth leave; 
Uiit from the grandsyre to thc Nephcwes sonne, 
And all his seedc the curse doth often cleave, 
Till vengeauncc utterly the guilt bereave ; 

So streightlv God doth judge. But gentle 
Knigfit, 

That doth against the dead ids hand upheuA e, 
His honour staincs Avith rancour and despighf, 
And great disparagment inakcs to his former 
luiglif.’ 

XXX 

Pyrochlcs gan^-ejdj' the second tyme, 

And to him said : ‘ Now, felon, sure 1 read, 
Hoa\ that thou art partaker of his eryme: | 

'J'herefore, by Teniiagaunt thou shall be dead.* 
With that iiis hand, more sad liieii lump of 
lead. 

Uplifting high, he A^eencd Avith Worddure, 

His owne good sword Moiddure, to cleave his 
head. 

The faithfull steele .such treason no’uld endure. 
But, SAvarving from the marke, his ].iordes life 
did assure. 

x.\.\r 

Yet A\’as the force so furious and so fell, 

Ttiat horse and man it made to reele a«vde : ] 

Nath’lesse the I’rimie Avould not forsake his sell. 
For well of yore he learned had to ryde, j 


But full of luiger liersly to him i*iy<h* ; 

* False trait our ! *miserejmnt ! tliou biokeii hast 
The law of armes to strike toe undelide : 

But thou tliA' treason.s fruit, 1 hope, sluilt taste 
Right soAvre', and feele the lair the Arhich thou 
hast defaht.’ 

XXXJl . 

With that his biilefull speare lie liercelj bent 
Against the J’agans brest, and iheieAMlli 
thought 

His cursed hie out of her hwlge have rent ; 

But eie the point arrived Avherc it ought, 

Tliat seven fold shield, Avhieh he fiom (iuyon 
brought. 

He cast betueen to Aiaid Ihe bitter slownd ; 
Through all I liosc loldes the sieelelicad jiassage 
AM'lfiiglit, [togiound 

And thioiigh his shoiildei ])erst ; A\heruith 
He gioA’clmg fell, all goied in liis gushing 
Avound. 

.\\\iii 

Which A\heu his bi other saw, fraught Avith 
gi(“at griete 

And Avrath, lie to him leaped furiously. 

And foAvly saide: ‘ByMahoune, cursed thiefe, 
That direfull stroke thou deaiely shall aby :* 
Then, hurling u]) his haimefull blade on hy, 
Siiiolo him so hugely on his haiightie ciesi, 
That from his saddle foieed him to 11\'; 

Els mole it needes doAviie to his manly brest 
lluA’c cleft his head in tA\ame, and hie thence 
disjiossest. 


Noav Avas the Priiuio in daungeious elistiesse, 
Wanting his sword Aihen he on feait should 
fight : 

jllis single speare could doe him small redrcssi- 
.Agiynst t ,0 foes of so excei-ding might, 

The least ol Avliicli Avas match for any knight. 
VndiiioAv the other, Avhoiii he eaist d'id daunt, 
Had reard him selfe againe to cruel liglit 
Three times more furious and more puissauiit, 
Uiiuiiudfull of his AAuund, ufhisfate ignorauiit. 


x.\xv 

S<) both altonce him charge on either syde 
With hideous strokes and importable jiowre 
That forced him liis ground to traverse Avyde, 
And Avi.sely Avatcli to ward that deadlv stowre; 
tor m his shield, thieke a** sterniie showre, 
Their strokes did rame : A ct did he iievei 
quaile, 

Ne backAvard slirinkc, hut as a stedfast t owrc 
Whom foe aviIIi double battry doth assaile, 
riieui on her bulwarke beurus, and bids them 
nought axaile. 
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XXXVI. I (ilad waa the knight, and with fresh courage 

So stoutly he withstood their strong assay ; fraught, 

Till that at last, when lie advantage spyde, i 'Vhen ns agaiuc lie ariiied felt his lunid: 

Ilia jKiynant speare he thrust with puissantl'l’l'c^lil^c a Lyon, ^\hich hath long time saught 
tjway , [w'ydc, robbed wheljics, and at the last them fond 

At proud Oyinochles, W'hiles his hliield was! swayncs, then wcxetli 
That through his thigh the iiiortall steclc did wood and yond: 


gryde : 

Jle, swarving with the force, >\irhin his flesh 
Did breake the laiince, and let the head abyde. 
( )ut of the wound the red blood flowed fre-'li, 
J'hat underneath his feet sooue made a purple 
plcsh. 

XXXVII 

Horribly then he gan to rage and rayle. 
Cursing his Cods, and him selfe d-unning deepe: 
Als when hi-> brother saw the red blood Tji\le 
Adowne so fast, and all his armour steepe, 
h'or very felncssc lowd he gan t<i weopo, 

And said ; ‘Caytive, cur^e on thy cruell bond. 
That twise hath spedd; yet shall it not thee 
keepe 

From the third brunt of this my fat all brond : 
1^0 ! where the dreadfull Death behyiid lh\ 
baeke doth stond.’ 

XX will 

With that he slrooke, and thothcr strnoke 
u ithall, \ might : 

That nothing soemd mote bearc so nioiistroiis 
The one upon hi.'? covered shield did fall, [byte ; 
And glauneing downc would not his owner 
Ihit tliother did upon his tronchcon smyte, 
Which hewing quite asunder, further way 
Jt made, and on his haoqueton did lyte. 

The which dividing with imiiortune sway, 

It sei^d in his right side, and there the dint 
did suy. 

XXMX • 

Wvtie was the wound, and a largo hiljcwarme 
flood. 

lied as the Hose, thence gushed grievou'.ly ; 
Th.'it when the I’aviivin spvdc the streaming 
blood. 

Cave him groat hart and ho|»e of victory, 
t hi tir other side, in huge ]x;rj^de\ity 
'’’lie Princenow stood, haviiiglii'. weapon broke, 
Nought could he hurt, hut still at warJe did h : 
Yet ith his Iroueheon he so rudely stroke 
Cyinochles twise, that twise him forst his loot 
revoke. 

XL 

Whom when the I’nlmersawin such distressc. 
Sir (iiiyoirs sword he lightly to him rauglit. 
And said ; * Fayre Sonne, great God tliy right 
hand blesse, 

To use that sword so W'ell as he it ought ! ’ 


XLI 

I So fierce ho kiid .about him, and dealt blow o'! 

I On cither side, that neither mayle could hold, 
Ne shield defend the thunder olihis throwes : 
Now' to l*yrochle.s many strokes he told ; 

Kft to Cyinochles tw'iwi so many f«»ld ; 

Then, hacke againe turning hi'> Imimc bond, 
Them both atonce compcld with courage hold 
To yield wide way to liishart-thnlling lirond; 
And thoiigli they both stood stifle, yet eunld 
not both wilhstond. 

XI 11 

As s.'ilvige Ihill, whom two fierce niastivos 
ba\'t, 

When rancour doth with rage him (nice oiigore. 
Forget. > with A\ary warde iliem to aw.ayl. 

Hut with hiN (h eadl nil hornc.s them dn \ es nfoi Ci 
Or flings aloft, o» treadcs dow'iic in the llnri', 
Hcathing out W'rath, and hellow'ing disdaine, 
That all the foreiit quakes to hearc him rore : 
So rag’d Prince Arthur Iwixt his foemeii 
twainc, f sustaino. 

That neither could his luightic puissaiince 

XI.III 

Hut c\cr at i’yrochlcs when he siiiitl. 

(Who Gnyons shield cast ever him hetore, 
Wlicrcon the Faery Qiiecues jiourtract was 
w r Itt,) 

llis hand relented and the stroke forbore. 

.\nd Ins deare hart the jneture gan adore ; 
Which oft the Paymni ^a\ ’d from deadly 
stowre: * [more; 

Hut him hciieefortli the same can i.avc no 
For iiow' arrived is his fatall howie, [powie. 
’lliat ii^’tc avoyded be by earthly skill or 

\I.IV 

For w'lien Cyinochles saw the fowle reproeh, 
Which them' appeacheil. ptickl with guiltie 
shame 

.\nd inward griefe, he fiercely gan approc'), 
Ile><olv’iI to put away that loathly blame, 

Or dye with honour’and desert of fame ; 

.\nd on the hnubergh stroke the l^ince so sore, 
That (]iutc disparted all the linked frame, 

.\nd pierced to the skin, but bit no more ; 

Vet made him twise to reele, that never moor'd 
afore. 
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Whereat rcuticrst with ^vTath anil sharp regret, 
He stroke so hugely with his borrowd blade. 
That it empierst the Pagans burganet ; 

And, cleaving the bard steele, did doepe invade 
Into his head, and cruell passage made 
Quite through his brayne. Hu, toinbling! 

downc on ground, [shade! 

Breathd out his ghost, which, to th’ infernall j 
Fast dying, there etcrnall torment found i 
For all the unnes wherewith his lewd life did 
abound. 

XLVI 

Which when his german saw, the stony fearc 
Han to his hart, and all his sciiee dismay'd, , 
Ne thenceforth life ne corage did appeare; 

Hut as a man whom hellish feendes have frayd, 

I .ong I renibUng still he stoode : at last thus sayd; 

‘ Tray lour, what hast thou doen V How eVer 
may 

Thy cursed hand so crueJly have swayd 
Against that knight! Harrow and avuII away! 
After so wicked deede why liv'st thou longer 
day ? ’ 

XLVII 

With that all desperate^ ag loathing light. 
And with revenge desyring soone to dye, 
Assembling all his force and utmost might. 
With his owne swerd he fierce at him did five, 
Andstrooke, an<l fbynd, andlasht outrageously) 
Withoulen reason or regard. Well knew 
The Prince, ivith pacience and sulferauiice sly 
So hasty heat soone cooled to subdew ; 

Tho, when this breatldesse w'oxe, that batteil 
gan renew. 

XLVIII 

As when a windy tempest bloweth liye. 

That nothing may ivilhstand his stormy 
Btowre, [flye ; 

The clowdes, as thiiigcs alTrayd, before him 
But all so soone & his outrageous powre 
Is layd,»they fiercely then b^n to showre ; 
And,' as in scome of his s^t stormy spight. 
Now all attonce their malice forth do poure : 
So did Prince Arthur beare himselff in fight. 
And sufTred rash Pyrocliles waste his ydle 
might. 

XLIX 

At last, when as the Sarazin perceiv'd 
How that straunge sword refusd to serve his 
needc, [deceiv'd, 

But when he stroke most strong the dint 
He flong it from him ; and, devoyd of dreed, 
Upon him lightly leaping without heed 
Twixt his two mighty armes engrasped fast, 
Thinking to overthrowe and duwne him 
tr^: 


But him in sti-ength and skill the IMnce surpast. 
And through his nimble sleight did under him 
down cast. 

I. 

Nought booted i)t the Paynim then to strive; 
For as a Bittur in the Kagles clawc, 

That may not hope by flight to scajjc alive, » 
Still wavtes for death with dread anr tiem- 
bling aw ; 

S«» he, now subject to the victours law, 

Did not once move, nor upward cast liis eye. 
For \yle disdainc and rancour, wducii did 
gnaw 

His hart in twaine Avith sad melanclioly ; 

As one that loathed life, and }et despy&il to 
dye.* 

1.1 

Hut full of princely bountj" and gicat mind. 
The Conquerour nought caml'him to slay; 
But casting wrongos and all reveng«; hcliind. 
More glory thought to give life then decay. 
And sayd; ‘ Paynim, this is thy dismall day. 
Yet if thou wilt renounce thy iniscreaunce, 
And my trew liegeman yield thy seltb foi .ly, 
IJfe Avill I graunt thee for thy valiauncc, 

And all tliy wronges will wi]xi out of nn’ 
sovenaunce.’ 

LI I 

‘ Foole ! ’ (sayd the Pagan) ‘ 1 thy gift defye. 
But use thy fortune as it doth liefall ; 

And say, tliat I not overcome (ha? dye. 

But in ^espight of life for death doe call.’ 
Wroth Avas the Prince, and sory yet Avithall, 
That he so Avilfully refused grace*; 

Yet sith his fate so cruelly did fall. 

His shining Helmet he gan soone unlace, 

And left his headlcssc body bleeding all tlie 
* place. 

Mil 

By this Sir (Juyon from his traunce awakt, 
Life having maystered her sencclcsse ftw, 

And looking up, AA'henas his sliield he lakt 
And swonl saiv not, he Avexed Avondrous avoc ; 
But when the Palmer, whom he long ygo(f 
Had lost, he by him spyde, right glad lu* greiv. 
And saide ; ‘ Deure sir, Avhom wandring to and 
fro 

I long haA'e lackt, I joy tiiy face to vcav : 
Firme is thy faith, whom daungcr nei’cr fro 
me dreAV. 

LIV 

• But read, what Avicked hand hath roblied mec 
Of my good sAvord and shield ? ’ The Palmer, 
' glad 


With so fresh hew upr^'sing him to see. 
Him answered : ‘ Fayre sonne, be no whit 


sod 
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For want of weapons ; they shall soone be had.’ What may slifHcc to be for meede repayd 
So gon he to discourse the whole debate, Of so great graces as ye have me shewd, 

Which that straunge knight for liiiii sustained Hut to be evtl bound' 

had, Lvi 

And those two Sarazins ronfounded late, To whom Uie Infant thus ; ‘ Fayre Sir, what 
Whose carcases on ground were horribly pros- need 

Good tiirncs be counted as a servile bond 
'I'o bin<l tlioir dooers to receive their meed ? 

Which when he heard, and saw the tokens[Ai-enotiillknighte8byoathboundtoAvithstond 
trew, jOppressoiirs powre by armes and puissant 

His hart with great affection was einbayd, 1 bond.’ 

And to the Prince, bowing with reverence dew jSuffise that I have done my dew "n place.’ 

As to the patrone of his life, tlius sayd ; [^ayd So gowlly purpose they togetlier fond 
•My Lord, luy liege, by whose most gratious Of kindnesse and of courteous aggrace; 

1 live this day, and see my foes subdewd. The whiles false Archimage and Atiti fled apace 


CANTO IX. 

The house of Temperance, in which 
Doth sober Alma dwell, 

Besiegd of many foes, whom straung- 
er knightes to flight compel!. 


I ; Thousand times fairer than her mortall hew, 
Of all Gods workes which doe this worlde O! how gi-eat wonder would your thoughts 

odome, I , . deyoure. 

There is uo one more faire and excellent 1 And infinite desire into your spirite poiire. 
Then is mans binly, both for powre and forme, ' 

Whiles it is kept in sober govemineiit ; j iv 

But none then it more fowle and indecent, | t jf, the mighty Queene of Faerv, 

Distempred through misrule and passions whose faire retraitt I in my shield doe beare ; 

bacc ; _ I Shoe is the flowre of grace and chastity 

It grow’es a Monster, and incontinent {Throughout the world, renowmed far andneare, 

Doth loose his dignity and native CTace: ^ jjefe^ my liege, my Soverainc, my deare, 
Behold, who list, both one and other in this^^liQg^ glory shineth as the morning starre, 
place* [And ■with 'her light the earth enlumines 

II • I deare: 


After the Paynim brethren conquer'd were. 
The Briton Prince recov'ring his stolne^word. 
And Guyon his lost shield, they both yfere 
Forth passed on their uay in tayre accord. 

Till him the Prince with gentle court di<l Iwrd : 

‘ Sir knight, mote I of you this court’sy read. 
To weet why on your shield, so goodly srord, 
Beare ye the picture of that Ladies head? 

Full lively is the semblaunt, though the sub- 
stance dead.’ 

Ill 

‘ Fayre Sir,' (savd he) ‘ if in that picture dead 
Such life ye reacl, and vertue in vaine shew ; 
What mote ye weeiie, if the trew lively-head 
Of that most glorious visa^ ye did v'ew : 
l^t yf the beauty of her mind ye knew, 

That is, her bounty, and impexiall powre, 


Far reach her mercies, and her praises farre. 

As well in state of peaces os puissauiice in 
I warre.’ 

1 V 

* Thrisc Jiappy man,’ (said then the Briton 
knight) 

/Whom gracious lott and thy great valiaunce 
’Have made thee soldier of that Priiicesse 
i bright, 

I Which with her bounty and glad countenaunce 
Doth blesse her servaunts, and them high 
advaunce. 

, How may straunge knight hope ever to aspire, 
IH’ faithhill service and meete amenaunce, 

I Unto such blissc'? sufficient were that hire 
{For losse of thousand lives, to die at hei 
1 desire.’ 
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Said Guyon, ‘ Noble Lord, what meed so 
Or grace of earthly Prince so sovA-aine, [great, 
But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat 
Ye well may liopc, and easely attaino ? 

But were your will her sold to entertaine, 

And niimbred be niongst knights of Mayden- 
hed, 

Groat guerdon, well I wote, should you remnine, 
And in her favor high bee reckoned, 

As Arthegall and Sophy now beene honored.’ 


‘ Certes,’ (then said the Prince) ‘I God avow. 
That sith I arincs and knighthood first did 
plight, , 

My whole desire hath beene, and yet is now, 
To serve that Quecnc with al my powro and 
might. [light, 

Seven times the Sunne, with his lamp-burning 
Hath walktc about the world, and I no lesse, 
Sith of that Goddesse I have sought the sight, 
Yet no Avhero can her find : such hapjiincsse 
ileven doth to me envy, and fortune favour- 
lesse.' 

viu 

* Fortune, the foe of famoiif chcvisanncc, 
‘Seldom’ (said (Tiiyon) ‘yields to vertue 
aide, " f chaunce, 

But in her way throwes mischiefe and mis- 
Wherebj’ her course is stopt and passage staid : 
But ^ ou, fairc Sir, be not herewith dismaid, 
But constant keepe the way in which ye stand ; 
Which, were it not that [ .am els delaid 
With hard adventure which I have in hand, 

I labour would to guide you through al F.aen’^ 
land.’ 

IX 

‘ Granierty Sir,’ said he ; ‘ hut mote I weete 
What straunge ail venture doe ye now pursew ? 
Perhaps my succojir or advizement mcete 
Mote stead you much % our purpose to subdew.' 
Then gan Sir Guyon all the story shew 
Of false Acrasia, and lier wicked wiles; 

Which to avenge the Palmer him fortlidiw 
From Faery court. So tnlUed they, tnc whiles 
They wasted had much way, and measurd 
many miles. 

X 

And now faire Phoebus gan decline in naste 
His weary wragon to the Westemc vale, 
Whenas they spide a goodly castic, ]ilnsto 
Forehy a river in a pleasaunt dale; 

Which choosing for that evenings hospilale. 
They thither marcht : but when they came in 
sight. 

And from their sweaty Coqiaers did ayale, 


Thej' found the gates fast harred long ere night, 
And every loup fast lockt, as fearing Iocs tlos- 
pight. 

XI 

Which when they saw, they weened fowdo 
i*eproch 

Was to them doen, their entraunce to forestall. 
Till that the Srpiirc gan nigher to approeb, * 
And wind his homo under the castle wall, 
That with the noise it shooke as it w'ouM fall, 
liftsoones forth looked from the highest .spire 
The watch, andlowd unto the knights did call, 
To weete what they so rudely did requiie? 
Who gently answered. They entraunce did 
desire. 

XII 

‘ Fly fly, ffjod knights,’ (said he) ‘ fly fast 
away, 

If that your lives ye love, as mcete yc should ; 
Fly fast, and save 3'our sclveA tVoin iicare de- 
cay’ ; [ would : 

Here in.iy ye not have entraunce, lliough we 
We would, and would againc, if that we 
But thou.sand enemies alioiit us rave, [ could ; 
And with long siege us in the castle hoiild. 
Seven ye.arps this w’ize they us besieged have, 
And many good knights slaine that ha\ 0 us 
sought to save,’ 

XIII 

Thus os ho spoke, loe! with oiitragious erv 
A thousand \i Heins iwvnd about them swarmd 
Out of file rockes and caves .adjoyning nve; 
Vile caitivc wretches, ragged, rude, deformd. 
All threatning death, all' in straunge manner 
_ ; [speares, 

hi.me with umveldy elub.s, some with long 
Some rusty knifes, some staves in tier w'arnid : 
.Sterne was their looke; like wild amazed 
•steares, 

Staring with hollow eies,and stifle upstandin« 
' nearcs. ''' 

XIV 

Fiersly at first those knights they did assavlc 
And drove them to recoile ; but when againc ’ 
They gave fresh charge, their forces gan to 
Unhahle their encounter to sustaine ; [favlc. 
For with such pnissannee and impetuous maino 
Those Champions broke on them, that forst 

r-. . rs'vnim. 

Like scattered Shoepc, whenas the Shepherds 
A Lyon and a Tigre doth c-spye, [ forest 11 ve. 
With greedy pace fortli rushing from the 

XV 

they fled, but aoone retoumd againe 
With greater fury then before was fownd ; 



CANTO IX.] 


And cverinore their cruell Gapitaiiic [ rownd, 
Sought with his raskall rputs t’eiiclose them 
And, overruniic, to tread them to the CTOtviui: 
But soone Uie knights with their bright bum- 
ing blades [ fowiid, 

Broke their rude troupes, and orders did coii- 
llewing and slashing at tlieir idle shades ; 

For though they bodies seem, yet substaunce 
Ironi them fades. 

XVI 

As when a swnrme of Gnats at eventide 
Out of the felines of Allan doc arise, [ wide, 
Their murmuring small tronipetts suwnden 
Whiles in the aire their clustring army Hies, 
That us a cloud doth seeme to dim the skies ; 
I^e man nor beast may rest, or talje n'past 
For tlieir shurpe wounds and noyous injuries, 
Till the lierce A'urtlicriie wind witli blustring 
blast f cast. 

Doth blow them f|UiLc away, and in tlie Ocean 

XVII 

Thus when they had that troublous rout 
dispersl, 

Unto the castle gate they come againe. 

And entraunce crav'd nliich ivas denied ei-sf. 
Now when report of that their perlons paiiie, 
And combroiis conllict which they did sustainc. 
Came to the Ladies eare which there did dwell. 
Shec forth issuwed with a goodly tramc 
Of Squires and Ladies equipaged well, 

And entertained them right lairely, as befell. 

XVIII 

Alma she called was; a virgin bright, 

That had not yet felt Cupides wanton rage; 
Yet was shec woo'd of many a gentle knight, 
And many a l^ord of noble parentage. 

That sought W'ith her to liiicke in murrltigc : 
For shoe wa.s faire us faire mote ever bee, 

And ill the flowre now’ of her freshest Jlgc^ 

Yet full of grace and goodly modestec, [ see. 
That even hcven rejoy ced her sweete face to 

XIX 

In robe of lilly white .she was arayd, 

J'lmt from her shoulder to her hccle dowme 
Taught ; 

The traine whereof loose fur behind her strayd, 
Braunched w'ith gold and perle most riclily 
wrought, [ taught 

And home of two faire Damsels which were 
That service w'ell. Her yellow gohlen lieurc 
Was trimly w'oveii and in tresses wrought, 

Ne other tire she on her head did wcarc, 

But crowned with a garland of sweete Kosiere. 
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XX 

Goodly .shee entertaind those noble knights. 
And brought <hern up into her castle hall; 
Where gentle court and gracious delight 
Shee to them iiiadc, with mildnessc \irgina1l. 
Shewing her selfe both wise and liberall. 

Then, when they rested hail a season dew, 

They her besought of favour spcciall 
Of that faire Castle to atfoord them vow : 

Shec gruuuted ; and, them leading forth, the 
same did shew. 

XXI f 

First she them led up to tlic Castle wall, 

That was so high as foe might not it clime. 
And all ‘<0 faire and lensible withall : 
i7ot built of brickc, ne yet of stone and lime. 
But of thing like to that i1<^gyptian slime, 
Whereof king Nine whilome built Babell towre. 
But () great, pi tty ! that no longer time 
So goodly w'orkemanship should not endure : 
Soone it "must turne to cartli ; no earthly thing 
is sure. 

XXII 

The frame thereof scemd partly circiilare, 

And part triangulure; O w'orkc’divinc ’ 

'I'liosp tw'o the lirst and last pioportious are; 
The one ini perfect', ^mortal I, fccroinnie. 

Th' other immortal], perfect, niascurmo ; 

.\iul twi\t them both a quadrate was the base, 
Froporiioutl equally by seven and nine ; 

Nine was the circle sett in heavens place : 

.\11 w’hich cum[>acted made a goodly Diapas0. 

X\1II 

Therein tw’o gates were placed seemly i\cU. 
The one bciurc, by ivliich all in did pas, 

Did tir other far 111 workmanship e.xcell ; 

For not of wood, nor of endunng bras. 

But of inoreixorthy substance fram'd it was; 
Doubly departed, it did lockc and close. 

That when it locked none nfiglit thorough pas, 
And w’hen it opened, no man might it close , 
Still oiien to their friendes, and dosed to their 
foes. 

• xxiv 

Of hewen stone the porch w’as fayrely wrought, 
Stone more of valeiv, and more smooth and 
fine, 

Then Jett or Marble far from Ireland brought , 
Over the which was cast a waiidring vine, 
Knchnced with a nan ton yvic twine; 

And over it a fayre Foriciillis hong, 

Which to (he gale directly did incline. 

With comely compns.se and compacture strong. 
Nether unseemly short, nor yet exceeding 
long. 
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XXV » j 

Within the Barbican a Porter sate, 

Day and night finely keeping \va/k:li and ward: 
Nor wight nor wortl mote passe out of the gate, 
But in good onler, and with dew regard ; 
Utterera of secrets he from thence debanl, 
Bablcrs of folly, and blazers of cryme : 
llis larumbcirmight lowd and va^dc be hard 
When cause requyrd, but never out of time ; 
Barly and late it rung, at evening and at prime. 

^ XXVI 

And rownd about the porch on every syde 
Twise sixteene warders satt, all armed bright 
In glistring steele, and strongly furtifyde: 

Tall yeomen seemed they and of great migh^ 
And were enraunged ready still for fight. | 
By them as Alma passed with her guestes, 
They did obe;^saunce, as beseemed right, 

And then agaiue retoiirned to their rcstes : 

The Porter eke to her did lout with humble 
gestes. 

XXVII 

Thence she them brought into a stately Plall, 
Wherein were man^' tables fayre dispred, 

And ready dight with drapets* festivall, 

Against the viaundes should be minis tred. 

At th' upper end there sale, yclad in red 
Duwnc to the ground, a comely (lersonage, 
That in his hand a white rod meiiaged : 

He Steward was, hight Diet ; rype of a^, 

And in demeunure sober, and in cuunscll sage. 

XXVIII 

And through the Hall there walked to and 
A jolly yeoman, Marshall of the same, [fro 
^Y'ho80 name was Appetite ; he did bestow 
Both guestes and meate, when ever in they 
came. 

And knew them how to order without blame, 
As him the Stewaitt badd. They both attune 
Did dowty to their Lady, as became -, 

Who, passing by, forth iedd her guestes aiione 
Into the kitchiii rowme, ne spard for nicenesse 
none. < 

XXIX 

It tvas a vaut ybuilt for great dispence. 

With many raunges reard along the wall. 

And one ^eat chimney, whose long tonnell 
thence 

'I'he smoke iorth threw. And in the midst of all 
There placed was a caudron wide and tall 
Upon a mightie fonioce, burning whott, ^ 

More whott then Actn', or flaming MongibaU 
Fpr day ainl niglit it brent, ne ceaseil not, 

So long as any thing it in the caudron gott. 
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j But to dcla^' tlio’hoat, least by misehauneo 
; It might breake out and set the whole on tyi*e, 
There added was by goodly ordinaunce jjityre 
An huge great payre of belloives, which did 
Continually, and cmling breath inspyre. 
About the Caudron many Cookes accoyld 
With hookes and ladles, *as need did ^eqay^e^ 
The whyles the viaundes in the vessell boyh^ 
They did about their businesse sweat, and 
sorely toyld. 

XXXI 

The maister Cooke was cald Concoction ; 

A carcfull man, and full of comely guyse. 

The kitchin elerke, that hight Digestion, 

Did order all th’ Achates in seemely wise. 

And set the^i forth, os well he could devise. 
The rest had scverall offices ass^md ; 

Some to remove the scum as it did rise; 
Others to boare the same away did mynd ; 

I And others it to use according to bis 


XXXII 

But all the liquour, wliich was fowle and 
waste, 

Not good nor serviceable dies for ought. 

They in another great rownd v&sscll plaste. 
Till by a conduit pipe it thence were bi ought; 
And all the rest, that noyous was and nought, 
By secret wayes, that none might it espy, 

Vv us close conVald, and to the backgate brought. 
That cleped was Port Esipiiline, whereby 
It was avoided quite, and thrownc out privily. 

XXXIII 

Which goodly order and great workmans skill 
Whenas those knightes belield, with rare delight 
And gazing wonder tliey their mindes did liil; 
For never hail they scene so straiinge a sight. 
Thenc^acke agairie fuire Alma led them right. 
And sopne into a goodly Parlour brouglit. 
That was with royall arras richlv dight. 

In which was nothing pourtraheff nor wrought ; 
Not wrought nor pourtrahed, but easie to bo 
thought 

xxxiv 

And in the midst thereof upon the tloure 
A lovely bevy of faire Ladies sate, 

Courted of niany a jolly Paramoure, 

The which them did iii modest wise aniate, 
And each one sought his Ladv to aggrate: 
.\nd eke einongst them litle Cupid plavd 
His wanton sportes, being retoiirned late 
From his fierce warres, and having from him 
layd 

His cruel bow, wherewith he thousands hath 
dismayd. 
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XXXV ^ What wight she Avas that Poplar hraunch did 

Diverse dtdights they fownd them selves to hold ^ 

please; D^y? aJ^swcred was, her name was Prays-desire, 

Some song in sweet consort; .some laught for That by well doing sought to honour to aspyre. 
Some jilaid with strawes; some ydly satt at ease ; 

But other some could not abide to toy ; xl 

All pleasaunce was to them griefu and annoy; ^he whyles the FaerA' knight did entertayne 

This fround that faund, tlic third for shame Another Damsell of that gentle ciw, 

did blush, _ n}!;\it fayre and modest of demayne, 

Another seemed envious or coj’, chauug'd her natiA’e hew. 

Another in her teeth did gnaiv a rush ; Straunge Avns her tvre, and all Jier garment 

But at these straungers presence every one 4 ° 


did hush. Close lOAvnd about iier tiiekt wit h many a plight: 

x.xxvi Upon her fist the bird, Avhicli shonneth A’ew, 

Soone as the gracious Alina came in place, And keepes in coverts close from living wight, 

They nil attonce out of their seates arose. Did sitt, as j'et ashamd how rude Pan did her 

And to her homage made wdth hmnble grace; dight. 

VVhom when the knights behold, they gan dis- xli 

Then..K, t« ioort, and each a damaell <ho»e. ™ I' 

gentle spngni. Avondcr haihthe knight to sec the mayd 

xxxvii So straungely passioned, and to her gently 

Tn a lonir nurnle nail. Avhose skirt Avith cold »aid; 


gentle sjirighl. 

XXXVIl 

Tn a long purnle pall, Avhose skirt Avith gold 
Was fretted all about, she was arayd; 

And in her hand a Poplar hraunch did hold : 
To whom the Prince in courteous maiier savd; 


Fayre Damzell, scemeth by your troubled 
chearc, 


ucc uic cuusc, n, suii: uc!.ccu«:a .uu it be I, of i.ardou I A Oil pray; 

“*• But if ought eKe that I mote’not dcA'yse, 

xxxviii^ I Avill, if please A oil It discurc, a^say ' 

* Fayre Sir,’ said she, halfeiii disdaiueful Aiisc, To eaoe you of that ill, so w'isclv as I may.* 
‘How is it that this mood in me yo hlam^ , 


And in 
Him ill 


,'our selfe doe not tlie same advise ? 
leseemes anothers fault to name. 


««« .uiiii, vy Sheanswcrdnought,but morenbasht forsliame 

’ll*' fl^sHng blood with bliLhing did inflame, 
And the string passion man! her modest grace 

Ne ^ht, I weene, ere ye therein behynd, jhat Gnvon mm ayld at tier uncouth cace ; 


• "“TiUAlmhhimbcspkke: ‘ Why Avonder yee, 
where can her find. Faire Sir, at that AvhicIi ye so much embrace? 

XXXIX SI*® the roiiiitaine of vour modestee: 

The Prince was inly moved at her speech, shamefast are, but Shainefastnes it selfe 


XXXIX ouu in iiic luiiiiiuiiic ui yuiir • 

The Prince was inly moved at her speech, shamefast are, but Shainefastnes it selfe 

Well weetin^ trew -what she had rashly told ; “ 

let with faire semblaunt sought to hyde the xlia” 

. breach, Thereat the Elfe did blush in priA'itee, 

i^ich chaunge of colour did perforce unfold, And tunid his face aw'ay , but she the same 
^w seeming flaming w'hott, now stony cold: Dissembled faire, and fayiid to OA'ersee. 

Tho, turning soft aside, he did inquyre Tlius they awhile with court and goodly game 
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Themselves did solace each one with his Dame, 
Till that great Lady thence away them sought 
To vew her Castles other wondrolis frame : | 

Up to a stately Turret she them brought, 
Ascending by* ten steps of Alabaster wrought. 

\LV 

That Turrets frame moat admirable wa-^, 

Like highest heaven compassed around, 

And lifted high above this earthly masse. 
Which it 8urvew<l us hils doen lower ground ; 
But not on gT ound mote like to this be found: 
Not that, which antique Cadmus whylonte 
built 

In Thebes, which Alexander did ronfound ; 
Nor that proud towre of Troy, though nelil; 

guilt, . [Greekes was spilt. 

From which young Hectors blood by cruell 


Tlie third things past could keep in memoree: 
So that no time lufr reason could arize, 

But that the same could one of these comprize. 
For-thy the lirst did in the forepart sit, 

That nought mote hinder his quickc jirejudize: 
He had a sharpe foresight and working wit 
That never idle was, ne once would rest a whit. 

L » 

His ehainlH'r was dispainted all witliin 
With sondry colours, in the which were writ 
Tminitc sha]K‘s of thinges disperseil thin , 
Some sueti as in the world were never yit, 

Ne can tlevizwl Ixj of mortall wdt : 

Koine daily scene and knowen by their names, 
Such as in idle fantasies do Hit ; 

Infernall I la^s, C!entaurs. feendes, Hippodames, 
iApes, Lvons, Aegles, Owles, fooles, lovers, 
I children. Dames. 


XLVI 


i.i 


The roofe hereof was arched over head. 

And deckt with flowers and herbars daintily: 
Two goodly Beacons, set in watches stead,’ 
Therein gave light, and tlarnd continually ; 
For they of living fire most subtilly 
Were iiiade, and set in silver sockets bright. 
Cover’d with lids deviz’d ofr.ubstanee sly. 
That readily they shut and open might. * 

0 ! who can tell the praysus of that makers 
might ? 

XLVII 

Ne can I tell, ne can 1 stay to tell, [powre, 
This parts great workenianship and wondrous 
That all this other worldes worke doth excell. 
And likest is unto that heavenly towre 
That Cod hath built for his owne blessed bow^re. 
Therein were divers rowmes, and divers stages ; 
But three the chiefest and of greatest powre, 
Tn which there dwelt three honorable sages. 
The wisest men, 1 weene, that lived in their 
ages. a 

XLVIII 


Not he, whom Greece, the Noursc of all good 
arts. 

By Phoebus doome the wisest thought alive. 
Might be compar’d to these by many parts : 
Nor that sage Pylian syre, which did survive 
Three ages, such’ as mortall men contrive. 

By whose advise old Priams cittie fell. 

With these in praise of pollicies mote strive. 
These three in these three rowmes did sondrv 
dwell. 

And counselled faire Alma how to goverue w'ell. 


XLIX 

The first of them criild things to come foresee;! 
The next could of thinges present best advize;! 


And all the chamlier filled was with fives 
Which buzzed all about, and made Mich Muind 
That they cncomhred all mens cares and eyes; 
Like many snarincs of Bees assembled round, 
After theiV hives with honny do abound. 

All those Avere idle thoughtes and fantasies. 
Devices, drcaines, opinions unsound, 

Shewes, visions, sootli-saycs, and prophesies ; 
And all that thined is, as leasings, tales, and lies, 

Lll 

Emongst them all sate be w'hich wonned there, 
That hight Phantastes by his nature trew , 

A man of yeares yet fresli, as mote appere. 

Of swarlh complexion, and of ciablied hew. 
That him full of melancholy did shew ; 

Bent hollow licetlc* browes, sharpe staring eyes, 
That mad or foolish secnid : one by his vew 
Mote dceinc him borne with ill-disposed skyes, 
Wheif' obliiiuc Katume sate in th’ house of 
^agonyes. 

' * ’ i.iii 

Whom Alma having shewed to her guestes. 
Thence brought them to the second rowme, 
whose wals 

Were painted faire with memorable gestes 
Of famous Wisards, and with picturals 
Of Magistrates, of courts, of tribunals. 

Of commen-wealthes, of states, of pollicy, 

Of lawes, of judgementes, and of decretals. 

All artes, all science, all Philosophy, [wittilv. 
And all that in the w'orld was ay thougfit 

LIV 

Of those that rowme was full ; and them among 
There sate a man of ripe and perfect age. 

Who did them meditate all his life long, 

That through continuall practise and usage 




CANTO IX.] 


THE FAER/R QUEENE^. 


He now was growiie right wise and wondrous 
sage : [sec 

Great pleasure had those straunger kiiightcs tu 
His goodly reason and grave personage, 

That his disciples both desyrd^to bee ; 

But Alma thence them led to th* hindmost 
rownie of three. 

i.v 

That chamber seemed ruinous and old, 

And therefore was removed far behind, 

Yet were the wals, that did the same uphold, 
Bight finne and strong, though somw'hat they 
declind ; 

And thei-cin sat an old old man, halfc blind, 
And all decrepit in his feeble corse. 

Yet lively vigour rested in his inindf 
And recompenst them with a better seorse : 
Weake body wel is chang'd for minds redonb* 
led forse. • 

l.VI 

This man of infinite remembraiince was, 

And things foregone through many ages held. 
Which he recorded still as they did pas, 

Ne suffred them to perish through long eld. 

As all things els the whii'li this world doth 
weld ; 

But laid them up in his immortall serine, 
Where they for ever ineorrupled dweld: 

The warres he well remembred of king Nine, 
Of old Assaracus, and Inachus divine. 

LVII 

The yeares of Nestor nothing w'cre to his, j 
Ne yet Mathusalem, though longest liv'd ; 

For he remembretl both their infancis ; 

Ne wonder then, if that he weie depriv'd 
Of native strength now that he them surviv'd. 
His chamber all was hangd about with rolls 
*And old records from auncieiit times deriviT, 
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Some made in books, some in long parchment 
scrolls, 

That were all worm-eaten and full of canker 
holes. 

l.VI 1 1 

Amidst them all he in a chaire w'as sett. 
Tossing and turning them withouten end ; 

But for he was nnhable them to fett, 

A litle boy did on him still attend 
To reach, w'hen ever he for ought did send j 
And oft when thmges were lost, or iliid amis, 
'I'hat boy them sought and unto him did lend: 
Therefore he Anamiiestes ele^a'd is ; 

And that old man Euninestes, by their pro- 
• pertis. 

LIX 

The kiiightcs there cutring did him reverence 
dew. 

And wondred at his endlessc exen-ise : 

Then as they gan liis Librurj’’ to vew. 

And antique Kegesters for to aviso, 

There chaunred to the Princes hand to ri/e 
An auneicnt booke, hight Briton rntmuaeiitst 
That of this lands lirst conquest did devize, 
And old di\ision into^Begiments, 

Till it reduced was to one mans governements. 

LX 

Sir Guyon ehaunst eke on another iMiokc, 
That hight Antufuitee of Faery land: 

In which w'henas he greedily did lookc, 

Th’ ofspring of El ves and Faeryes there he fond. 
As it delivered w'as from hoiiU to bond : 
Whereat they, buniing both with feivent fire 
Their ooiintreys auncestry to understond. 
Crav’d leave of Alma and that aged sire 
To n>ad those bookes ; who gladly graunted 
their desire. 


CANTO X. 


A chronicle of Briton kings. 
From Brute to Uthers rayne ; 
And rolls of Elfin Emperours, 
Till time of Gloriane. 


W HO now shall give unto me words and sound ^ 
|.<iuall unto this haughty enterprise? [ground 
It wlio diall lend me wings, with which from 
ly lowly verse may loftily arise, 
liid lift it selfe unto the highest skyes V 
lore ample spirit than hitherto was wount 
lere needes me, whiles the famous auucestryes 


Of my most dreaded Soveraigne I recount, 

By which all earthly Princes she doth far sur- 
mount. 

II 

Ne under Sunne that shines so wide and faire, 
Whence all that lives docs borrow life and light, 
Lives ought that to her lin^e may compaire; 
Which though from earth it be derived right 
K2 
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Vet doth It selfe stretch forth to hcvcns liight, 
And all the world with wond(4 overapred ; 

A labor huge, exceeding far my might. 

How shall frailc pen, with feare disparaged, 
Conceive such soveraine glory and great 
bonntyhed? 

Til 

Argument worthy of Moeonian quill ; 

Or rather worthy of great Phoebus rote, 
Whereon the mines of great Ossa hill. 

And triui(iphes of Phlegnean Jove, he wrote. 
That all the Ooda adniinl his loft}' note. 

But if some relish of that h evenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report 
To decke my song withall, 1 tvould assay, 

'i’hy name, 6 soveraine Queene ! to blazon far 
away.' 

IV 

Thy name, 0 soveraine Quecnc ! thy realme, 
and race. 

From this renowned Prince derived arre. 

Who mightily upheld that royall mace [farre 
"Which now thou bear'st, to thee descended 
From mighty kings and conqiiorours in warre, 
Thy fathers and great (Irandfathers of old, 
Whose noble deeds above the Northern starre 
Inimortall fame for over hath cnrold ; [told. 
As in that old mans booke they were in order 


The land which warlike Britons now posscsse, 
And thciein have their mighty empire raysd, 
In antique times was salvage wildcrnesse, 
Uniicupled. unraannurd, iinprovd, unpraysd ; 
Ne was it Island then, nc was it paysd 
Amid the ocean waves, ne was it sought 
Of merchants farre for profits therein praysd ; 
But was all desolate, and of some thought 
By sea to have bene from the Gclticke mayn- 
land bi;^ught. 

VI 

Ne did it then deserve a name to have. 

Till ^at the venturous Mariner that way 
Learning his ship from those ly^hite rocks to 
save, 

"Wliich all along the Southeme sea-coast lay 
Threatning unheedy wrecke and rash decay, 
For safety that same his sea-marke made. 

And namd it Albion : But later day, 

Finding in it fit ports for fishers trade, 

Gan more the same frequent, and further to 
invade. 

VII 

But far in land a salvage nation dwelt 
Of hideous Giaunts, and halfe beastly men. 
That never tasted grace, nor goodnes felt ; 

But wild l&e beastes lurking in loathsome den, 


And flviiig fast'as Kocbuckc through the fen, 
All nalvcd without shame or care of cold. 

By hunting and by spoiling liveden ; 

Of stature huge, and eke of corage bold. 

That sonnes of, men amazd their sternnesse to 
behold. 

VI n > 

But whence they sprung, or how they were 
begott, 

Uncath is to assure ; uneath to wene 
That monstrous error, which doth some assott, 
That Dioclesians fifty daughters slieiie 
Into this land by chuunce have driven bene ; 
Where, cunqianiug with feends and filth}' 
Sprights 

Throiiglv.vainc illusion of their lust unclene. 
They brought forth Geaunls, and such dread- 
ful wights 

As far exceeded men in tbeir-immeasurd mights. 


They held this land, and with their filthinesse 
Polluted this same gentle soyle long time; 
That their owne mother loathd their beastli- 
nesse. 

And gan abhorre her broods unkindly crime, 
All iverc they borne of her owne native slime: 
Until that Bnitus, anciently denv’d 
From roiall stocke of old Assaracs line, 

Driven by fatall error here arriv'd, 

And them of their unjust possession depriv’d. 


But ere he had established his throne. 

And spred his empire to the utmost shore. 

He fought great battcils with his salvage fone; 
In which he them defeated evermore,' 

And many Giaunts left on groning fiore : 

'lHat well <'an witnes yet unto this day 
The westerne Hogh, besprincled with the gore 
tor mighty Goemot, whome in stout fray 
‘Corineus conquered, and cruelly did slay. 

XI 

And eke that ample Pitt, yet fur renownd 
For the laige leape which Debon did compell 
Coulm to make, being eight lugs of grownd, 
Into the which retourning hacke he fell : 

But those tliTce monstrous stones doe most 
exccll. 

Which that huge sonne of hideous Albion, 
Whose father Hercules in Fraunce did quell, 
Great Godmer threw, in fierce coi\tenlion, 

At bold Canutus ; but of him was aig i p e 

XII 

In meed of these great conquests by them 
Corineus had that Province utmost west [gott, 
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To him assigned for his vrorthj lolt, 

Which of his name and memorable gest 
lie called Gomvnaile, yet so called beat ; 

And Debons shayre was that ts Dovonsliyrc : 
But Canute bad Ins portion from the rest,' 

The winch he calil Canutium.'for his hyic ; 
ow Cantium, which Kent wc comeiily inquyre 


Thus Brute this Rcalme unto his rule aub- 
dewd, 

And raided long in great felicity, 

Lov'd of his freends, and of his foes eschewd : 
He left three sonnea, hia famous progeny, 

Borne of fayre Inogenc of Italj'; 

Mongst whom he parted his imperigll atate, 
And Locrine left chiefe Lord of Britany. 

At last ripe age bad him surrender late 
His life, and long good lortuiic, unto linall 
fate. 

XIV 

Locrine was left the soverainc Lord of all; 

But Albnnaet had all the Northeme part. 
Which of himsclfc Albania he did call ; 

And Camber did poasessc the Westeme quart 
Which Severne now from Logris doth depart : 
And each his portion peaceably enjoyd, 

Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in 
hart, 

That once their quiet government annoyd 
But each his pay lies to others proiit still em> 
ployd. 

XV 

Untill a nation straungc, with visage aw'art, 
And corage fierce that all men did affray, 
Which through the world then swannd in 
every part, 

And overflowd all countries far away, 

Like Koyes great flood, with their 'importune 
This laud invaded with like violence, 

And did themselves tlirough all the North dis- 
play; 

IJntill that Locrine for his Kcalmes defence, 
Did head against them make and strong muni- 
ficence. 

XVI 

He them cncountrcd, a confused rout, 

Foreby the River that whylomc was higlit 
The aiicieiit Abus, where with courage stout 
He them defeated in victorious light, 

And choste so fien^ly after fearcfull flight, 
That forst their chiefetain, for his safeties sake, 
(Their Chiefetain Humber named w'as aright,) 
Unto the mighty streame him to betake. 
Where he an imd of batteill and of life did 
make. 


XVII 

The king rctokrned proud of victory, 

And insolent w'ox through unwonted ease, 

'fhat shortly he forgot the jeopardy, 

Which in his land he lately did appease, 

And fell to vaine voliqUiious dibcn'jc: 

.lie lov’d faire Lndie ICstnld. leinlly lov’d. 
Whose wanton pleasures him too much did 
I please, 

'i'hat quite his hart from (iuendolciie remov’d, 
From Cuondolcne his wife, though alwaiesf 
faithful prov’d. w 

XVIII 

The noble daughter of Corincus 
Wfuld not endure lo bee so vile disdaind. 

But, gathering force and cnrage^valorous, 
Kncountreil him in batteill w ell* ordaind, 

In which him \an(}uisht she to fly constraind: 
But she so fust pursewd, that him she tookc 
And threw' in bandb, where he till death rc- 
maind ; 

Als liih faire Leman flying through a brooke 
She overhent, iiought movcd with her yntcoiis 
looke , 

XIX 

But both her solfc, «nd eke her daughter dearc, 
Begotten by her kingly raramoure, 

The faire Sabrina, almost deail with feare, 

She there attached, far from all snocoiirc; 

The one she slew upon the present flourc , 

Bnt the sad virgin, innocent of all, 

Adow'ne the rolling river she did poure, 

Which of her name noAV Severne men do call : 
Such was the end that to disloyall love did fall. 


Then for her sonne, which she to Locrin bore, 
Madan -was young, unmeet the rule to sway, 
in her owiie'hainl the crowiic she kept in store, 
Till rj’per years he raught and stronger stay ; 
Dunng W'hich time her jHiwrf she did display 
Through all this Rcalme, the glory of her sex, 
And first tauglit men a woman to'obay : 

But, when her sonne to mans estate did wex, 
She it sunrendred, nc her sclfe w'ould lengci 
vex. 

XXI 

Tho Hladan raigiui, unworthie of his race, 

For with all shame that sacred throne lie lild. 
Next Memprise, as unworthy of that ]ilace; 

111 which being consorted with Manild, 

For tliirst of single kingdom fiiin he kild. 

But Kbrnnck salved both their infamies 
With noble deedcs, and ivarrcyd on Briincliild 
In Henaiilt, where yet of his victories 
Brave moniments remaine, which yet that land 
envies. 
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XXII 

An happy man in his first da/es he was, 

And happy father of faire progeny : 

For all BO many weekes as tlic yeare has, 

So many children he did multiply: 

Of which were tweiitie soiines, which did .ipph' 
Their mindes to prajvse andchcvalrousdesyre': 
Those germans did subdew nil Germany, 

Of whom it hight ; but in the end their Syre 
With foule repulse from Fraunce was forced to 



Which blott his sonne succeeding in his seat, 
The second Brute, tlie second both in name 
And eke in scmblauncc of his puissaunce gre^t, 
Bight Avell recur'd, and did away that blnme 
With recoinpehcc of everlasting fame : 
lie with his victour sword first opened 
riie bowels of ide Fraunce, a forlome Dame, 
And taught her first how to be conquered ; 
Since which, with soudric spoiles she hath l^eii 
ransacked. 

XXIV 

Let Scaldis tell, and let tell Hania, 

And let the marsh of Ksthambruges tell, 

What colour were their wffters that same dav, 
And all the iiioore tu ixt Klvcrshain and Dell, 
With blood of llenalois which therein fclL 
How oft that day did sad Brunchildis sec 
The greene shield dyde in dolorous vermeil V 
That not Scuit/i t/uind/i it mote seemc to bee, 
But rather y scuUh gogh, sigue of sad crueltce. 

XXV 

His sonne, king Leill, by fathers labour long, 
Enjoy d an heritage of lasting peace, 

And built Cairleill, and built Cairleon strong. 
Next Huddibras his rcalmc did not encrease, 
But taught the land from wcaric uni's to cease: 
Whose footsteps Blndiid following, in artes 
Exccld at Athcifi all the learned |ireucc. 
From whence he brought them to tliesc salvage 
parts. 

And with sweet science mollifide their stub- 
borne hurts. ^ 

xwi 

Ensample of his wondrous faculty, 

Behold the boyling bathes at Cairbadon, 
Which seclh with secret fire eternally. 

And in their entraillcs, full of quick Brimston, 
Nourish the flames which they arc warmd 
upon, 

That to their people w'ealth they forth do well, 
And healtli to everj' forreyne nation : 

Yet he at last, contending to cxcell 
The reach of men, tlirough flight into fond 
mischief fell. 


. XXVIl 

Next him king Leyr in happic peace long 
raynd, 

But had no issue male him to succeed, 

But three faire daughters, w'liich were wrcll 
iiptraiud ' 

In all that seemed litt for kingl}' seed : | 

Mongst whom his rcalme he equally decreed 
To have divided. Tho, when feeble age 
I Nigh to his utmost date he saw proce^, 
j lie cald his daughter^, and with speeches sage 
Inquyrd, ivhich of them most did love her 
I pareutage i 

XXVIII 

The eldest, Gonorill, gan to protest [lov’d ; 
That she vaucli moie than her oivne life him 
And Kcgan greater love to him profest 
Then all the w'orld, when ever it w'erc proov’d ; 
But Cordeill said she lov’d him as behoov’d : 
Whose siuifile answcic, ivanting colours fayre 
To paint it forth, him to displcnsauncc moov’d. 
That in his crown he counted her no hayre, 
But twixt the other twain liis kingdom Vhole 
did shayre. 

XXIX 

8o w'cdded th' one to Maglan king of Scoites, 
And thothcr to the king of Cambria, | lottcs ; 
.Vud twixt them shayrd his realme by cquall 
But without dowrc the wi^e Cordelia * 

Was sent to Aggannip of Celtioa. 

Their aged Sa re. thus eased of his crowne, 

A private life ledd in Albania 
With Chniorill, long had in great reuowne, 
That nought him griev’d to bceiic from rule 
deiiosed doiviie. 

XXX 

^ But true it is that, when the oylc is spent. 
The light goc ■» out, and iveekc is throwne away : 
So, w lieu he had resignd his regiment. 

Hw daugliter gaii despise his drouping day. 
And ivearic ivax of his continuall stay. 

Tho to his daughter Ifegan he repay r’d. 

Who him at first >vell used everv w ay ; 

But when of his departure she despayrd, 

Her bountie she abated, and his cheure empayrd. 

XXXI 

Thew'retchcd man gan then avisc too late. 
That love is not where most it is profest; 

Too truely tryde in his ex tremest state. 

At last, resolv’d likew ise to prove the rest, 
lie to Cordelia him selfc adclrcst, 

Who with entyre affect ion him rcceav’d. 

As for her Syre and king her seemed beat; 
And after all an army strong she leav’d. 

To war on those which him bad of his realme 
I bereav'd. 
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XXXll . 

So to his crowne she him restord againe ; 

In ^'hich he dyde, made ripe for death by eld, 
And after ^vild it should to her remainc, 

Who peaceably the same lopg time did weld, 
And all mens harts in dew ul^diciice held ; 
Till that her sisters children, woxen stroiifr, 
Throuffh proud ambition against her rcbeld, 
And uvcrcominen kept in prison long, [tuing. 
Till weary of that wretched life her sclfe she 


, XXXVII 

Then up anW a man of matchlesse might, 
And wondrous wit to menage high affayre^ 
Who, stird with i>itty of the stressed plight 
Of this sad realine, cut into sondry shayres 
Tty such as claymd themselves Brutes right- 
full hay res, 

(lathered the Princes of the people loose 
To taken coiinsell of their common cares ; 
Who, with his wisedom won, him streight did 
choose jloosc. 

Their king, and swore him feafty to win or 


Then gan the bloody brethren both to rainc; xxxviii 

But fierce Cundah gan shortly to cmy u 1 i i.- 

Ilia brother MoiBan,prickt with proud disdaiuc .Then made he head agamat his emmies, 

To liave a pere in part of aoveraiUty ; T"iwr slew of Lii^is miaCMte ; 

And kindling colea of c. ueil eumiiv' ” htati-r, both allyea, 

liaiad warrerand him in batteiU oVertiirew. Thia of Albany newly nominate, 

Whence aa he fo tlnwe woody hillcs did fly. fi"'> Cambrj- king eonflrmed late, 

mich J^ht of him Glain-oigan, there him 

■IVi. .hd im migne alone, when he noneegnll 

’ variaunce. 

XXX IV ^ XXXIX 

Ilissonne RivaU’liis deadrowme did supply; Then made he sn*rcd lau'es, which some men 
I n whose sad time blood did trom heaven rayiic. ,iuto him reveald in vision; fsay 

Next great (^urgustus, then fairc Caecily, Travellers high-way, 

Inconstantpeacetheirkingdoiiicsdidcontayne. (Jhurclies part, and Ploughmans portioi^ 
After whom Lago, and Kmniurke did rayne, Jiestraitiing stealth and strong extortion, 

And (lorbogud, till far in years he grew ; p^atioiis Numa of great Britanv ; 

Ihen Ins ^bitious sonnes unto tliciii twayne jjj,, daves, the chiefc dominion 

Anaughtthe rule, and from their lather drew; strength was wielded without pollicv: 
btout Torrex and stemc lorrcxliim in prison Therefore ho first wore crowne of gold for 
threw. dignity. 

XXXV 

But 0 ! the greedv thirst of rovall crowie, Donwallo dyde, (for what may live for ay ?) 
Thatknowoaiiokinred,iiorrcgarde8na^iglit, And left two sonnes, of pearelessc prowesse 
Stird Porrex up to put liis brother downe; both, , , , 

Who, unto him assembling forreigne might, sarked liome too deajely did assay. 

Made wnrre on liim, and fell him solfe in fight : T recoinpence of their perjured oth ; 

Whose deatli t’aveuge, his mother mercUossc, And ransackt (Ireece wel trydo, when they 
Most merciles'^e of women, Wv<lon hight, . "roth ; 

Her other soiinc fast sleeping 'diil opprvssc, Kpsi^es %ub|ccted France and Germany, 

And with most cnicll hand him murdred their praises speakc, all be they 

pittilessc. And inly tremble at the memory [loth, 

• * Of Brennus and Bclinus, kiuges of Britany. 

XXX VI 

Ilere ended Brutus sarrod progeny, [borne xli 

Which had seven hundred yeares*tliis scepter Next them did Gurgiiint, great Bclinus sonne, 
With high renowme and great felicity; [tome' In rule siiceeede, and eke in fathers praise; 
The noble braunch from th' aiitii|uc stoeke uas^ llcKasterland subdewd.andDeninarkeuonne, 
Through discord, and the roiull throne forloriie.| And of them both did foy and tribute raise, 
Thenceforth this KealmcM’as into factions rent,'Thc which was dew in his dead fathers dales. 
Whilest each of Bratus boasted to be borne, lie also gave to fugitives of Spayue, 

That in tlie end vras left no moniment Whom he at sea found wandriii^ from their 

Of Brutus, nor of Britons glorie auiicicnt. 'waies, 
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A scatc in Ireland eafely to rcmaync, 

Wl^ich they should hold of him,^aB subject to 
Britayne. 

XLII 

After him raigned Guitheliiic his hayrc, 

The justest mnn and trewest in liis daies, 

Who had to wife Dame Mertia tlic fayre, 

A woman worthy of immortall praise, f la^^es, 
Which for this 'Kcalmc found many goodly 
And wholesome Statutes to her husband 
brought 

Her many d^md to liave beene of the Fayes, 
As was Acgerie that Numa tought : 

Those yet of her be Mcrtiaii lawes both nam’d 
and thought ^ 

XI.III < 

Her soniie Sisiflus after her di(l.ra3'ne; 

And then Kimanis ; and then Danins : 
NextwhomMorindus did the crownesustayne; 
Who, had he not with wTatli outrageous 
And cruell rancour dim'd his valorous 
And mightie deedes, should matched have 
tlic best : 

As w'ell in that same field victorious 
Against the forreine Morands he exprest ; 

Yet hves his memorie, though carcas slccpc in 
rest. 


He left two sonnes, too j'oung to rule arifjht, 
Androgcus and Tenantius, pictures of his might. 

XLVIl 

Whilst they were youn^, Cassibalane, their 
Was by the people'choscn in their sted, [Eme, 
Who on him tooke the roiall Diademe, | 
And goodly well long time it governed ; 

Till tlic prowde Komanes him disquieted, 

And warlike Cnsar, tempted with the name 
Of this sweet Island never conquered, 

And env\ung the Britons blazed fame, 

(O hideous hunger of dominion!) hither came, 

XLVIII 

Yet twise l^ey were repulsed backe againe. 
And twisc reiiforst backe to their ships to flv ; 
The W'hiles with blood thcA^ all the shore did 
stidnc, 

And the gray Ocean into purple dy : 

Ne had thej' footing found at last, penlio, 

Had not Androgpus, false to native soyle, 

And envious of Uncles sovcraintic, 

Betravd his coimtrey unto forreine spoyle. 
Nought els but treason ftom the first this land 
did foylc. 

XI.IX 


XLIV 

Five sonnes he left, begotten of one wife, 

All which successively by turtles ditl raj’iic: 
First Gorboman, a man ufvertuous lifc^ 

Next Archigald, who for las proud disdaync 
Deposed was from princedorae sovevayiic, 

And pittcous Elidurc put in liis sted , 

Who shortly it to him restord agayiie. 

Till bj' Ins death he it recovered : 

But Peridure and Yigent him disthroiiized. 

xi.v 

In wretched prist^i long he did remaine. 

Till they outraigned had their utmost date, 
And then therein rescized ‘u as againe, | 

And ruled long with honorable hi ate. 

I'ill he surrendered Kcalmc and litc to fate. 
Then all the sonnes of these five brethlen rayiid 
By dewsuccesse, and alltlieir Xephewes late; 
Even thrise eleven descents the crowiie retaynd, 
Till aged Hel^’ by dew heritage it gaynd. 


So by him Ceesar got the victory, 

Through great bloodshed and many a sad assa}', 
In which liimseltc was charged heavily 
Ofhard.v Nennius, whom he yet did slaj’. 

But lost his sword, yet to be wene this daj'. 
Thenceforth this land was trilnitarle made 
T’ambitious Kome, and did their rule obay. 
Till Arthur all that reckoning defruyd : 
let oft the Briton kings against them strongly 
swayd. 

L 

Noxt*him Tenantius raignd; then Kimbelinc, 
What time th’ eternall l^ord in fleshly slime 
Enivombed was, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of sinfull crime. 

0 joj'oiis memorie of happ,v time, 

That heavenly grace so ideiitoously displayd! 
(O too high ditty for my simjile rime !) 

Soonc after this the Komanes him warrayd , 
For that their tribute be refusd to let be payd. 

Ll 


XLVI 

He had two sonnes, whose eldest, called Lud, 
Left of his life most famous memory, 

And enillesse moniments of liis great good : 
The ruin’d wals he'did rcaedl'ye 
Of Tro3'no\'ant, gaii st force of enimv, 

And built that gate which of his name is hight, 
Bj' which he Ij'es entombed solemnly. 


Good Claudius, that next was Emperour, 

An army brought, and with him batteile fought. 
In which the king was by a Treachetour 
Disguised slaiiie, ere any thereof thought : 
Yet ceased not the hlotKly fight for ouglit; 
For Arviragp liis brothers jilace siipplyde 
Both 111 his armes and crowne, and by that 
draught 
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Did drive the Romanes to the weaker syde, 
That they to peace agreed. So all was paci- 
fyde. 

LII 

Was never king more highly magnifide, 

Nor dredd of Romanes, then wfts Arvira^ ; 
For which the Kmperour to him allide 
llis daughter Genuiss' in marriage : 

Yet shortly he renounst the vasaallage 
or Home againe, who hither hastly sent 
Vespasian, that with great 8|ioilc and rage 
Forwasted all, till Uenuisaa ^nt 
Persuaded him to ceasse, and her lord to relent. 

un 

He dide , and him succeeded Mariijs, 

Who joyd his da}’es in great tranquillity. 

Then Coy 11 ; and after liim good Lucius, 

That first received Christianity, 

The sacred pledge of Christes Kvangely. 

Vet true it is, that long before that day 
Hither came Joseph of Ariinathy, [say, 
Wlio brought with him tlie holv grayle, they 
And preacht the truth ; but since it greatly 
did decay. 

I.IV 

This good king shortly without issew dide. 
Whereof great trouble in the kingdoinc grew, 
That did her selfe in sundry parts divide, 

And with her powre her owne selfe overthrew, 
Whilest Romanes daily diil the weakc subtlew : 
Wliich seeing, stout Ihindiica up arose, 

And taking annes the Rritons to her drew; 
With whom she marched straight against her 
foes, [^close. 

And them unwarcs besides the Seveme did en- 

LV 

There she w’itli them a cruell battcill trj^o, 
Not with so good successc as shee deserv’d ; 
Ry reason tliat the Captaines on her sydb, • 
C^nrrupted by Paulinus, from her swerv’d • 
Y'et, such as were through funner tiight pre- 
serv’d 

Gathering againe, her Host she did renew. 
And with fresh corage on tlie victor servd • 
But being all defeated, save a few, [slew. 
Rather then Hy, or be enptiv'd, her selfe she 

i.vi 

O famous moiiiment of womens prayse ! 
l^Iatcl^able either to Somiramis, 

Whom antique history so high doth rayse. 

Or to Hypsipliir, or to Thomins. 

Her Host two hundred thousand numbred is ; 
Who, whiles good fortune favoured her might, 
Tnumphed ott against her enemis ; 


And yet, though overcome in haplesse fight, 
Shee triumphecHpn death, in enemies despight. 

• LVII 

Her reliqiies Fulgent having gathered, 
Fought with Severus, and him overthrew, 

Yet in the chace was slainc of -them that Hed, 
So made them victors whomc he did subilew. 
Then gan Carausius tirannize anew. 

And gainst the Romanes bent their proper 
powre ; 

But him Allectus treacherously slew, 

And tookc oii him the robe of Emperoure : 
Nath'lessc the same enjoyed but short happy 
howre ; 

» LVIII 

For Asclcpiodatc him overeamq, 

And left inglorious on the vancjuislit playne, 
Without or rube or rag to hide his shame: 
Then atltcrwards he in his stead did raigne, 
But shortly was by Coyll in batteill slainc : 
W^ho after long debate, since Lucies tyme, 
Was of the Britons first crownd Sovcraiiic. 
Then gan this Rcalme renew her passed prime: 
He of his name Coylchester built of stone and 
lime. 

5.IX 

Which when the Romanes heard, they hither 
sent 

Constantins, a man of mickle might, 

W’ith whoinc king Coyll made an agref^ment. 
And to him gave for wife his daughter bright, 
Favre Helena, the fairest living wight; 
who in all godly thewes and goodly praise 
Did far excel], hut was most famous higlit 
For skil in Musicke of all in her daies, 

As -well in curious instruments as cunning 
laies. 

LX 

Of w'hom he did great Constantine begett. 
Who afterwanl was EmjieroujF of Rome, 

To which whiles absent he his mind did sett, 
Octavius here lept into his roome, 

And it usurped by unrighteous duomc : 

But he liis^itlcjustifidc by might. 

Slaying Traherne, and having overcome 
The Romane legion in dreadfull fight. 

So settled he his kingdumc, and confirmd 
his right : 

LXI 

But wanting yssew male, his daughter deare 
Ho gave in wedlockc to Maxiininn, 

And him with her made of his kingdomeheyre, 
Who sooiie by tnennes thereof the Empire wan, 
Till miirdrcd by the freend^j of Gratian. [land, 
Then gan the Huniies and Piets invade 
During the raigne of Maxiniinian ; 
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Who dying left none heire thdfn to withstand, lxvi 

But that they overran all jjprts with easy But by the helpe of Vortimere his sonne, 
hand. ||<» ijj againe unto his rule restord ; 

i.\ii And Honcist. scemincr sad for that was do 


The weary Britons, whose war-hablc youth 
Was by Maxiinian lately ledd away, 

With wretched miscryes and woefull ruth, 
Wore to those Pagans made an open pray. 
And daily spectacle of sad decay : 


I And Hongist, seeming sad for that was donne, 
Hcceived is to grace and new accord, fwonl. 
Through his fa'ire daughters face and fiattring 
Soonc after which three hundred Ijords he plow 
Of British blood, all sitting at his bonl ; 
Whose dolefull moiiiincnts who list to rew. 


Whoine ‘Komane warres, which now fowrlTh’ eteriiall marks of treason may at Stonheng 
hundred yeares 

And innrc^ad wasted, could no whit dismay : i.xvii 

Til, by consent of Commons and of Peares, By this the sonnes of Constantine, which fled, 
They*crownd the second Constantine with Ambrose and Uther, did ripe yeares attayne, 
joyous tcares. And, here arriving, strongly challenged 

• The crowne whicli Vortigef did long detayne: 
i.xiii Who, fl\^ng from his guilt, by them was 

Who having oft in batteill vanquished , , sl'ayne; [death. 

Tliose spovlefull Piets, and swarming Easter- Hengist eke soon brought to shamclull 
]j,i^ Thenceforth Aurelius peaceably did ray no. 

Long time‘in peace his rcalme established. Till that through poywn stt.pped was hishreath; 

Vet oft annoyil with soinlry bordragings, entombed lies at Stoncheng by the 

Of neighbour Scots, and forrein Scatterlings heath. 

With which the world did in those dayes iamii 

abound: After him Uther, which Pendragon hight. 

Succeeding — There abruptly it did end. 
Without full point, or other Cesure right ; 


Which to outbarre, with naincfull pyonings 
From sea to sea he lieapt^ mighty mound, 


Which from Alcluid to Panwelt did that bor- As if the rest some wicked hand did rend, 


dcr bownd. 


Three sones he dying left, all under age ; 
By meanes whereof their uncle Vortigerc 
Usurpt the crowne during their pupillage ; 
Which th’ Infants tutors gathering to feare, 
Them closelv into Armorick did bcarc : 


Or th’ Author selfc could not at least attend 
To finish It : that so untimely breach 
The Prince him selfe halle seemed to offend ; 
Yet secret pleasure did offence cmpcach. 

And wonder of antiquity longstopt hiss])cacli. 


. 1 ™- I Ac f At last, quite ravisht with delight to hcare 

lor dread of whom, and for those 1 lets an- ofspriiig of his native land, 

He mit to Germany atraunge aid lo reare, 

From erh^ee efte.H.nes arrive.1 here three o„gi., thy rememlnauneo and perpctuall band 


hover “•"'^'^Oughtthyreraemhraunceandperpetuallbaml 

rw ftov.anc Tarn i.ia histcf Cliilile, tliut ftom thy hand 

Of Saxons, whoA he for his safety imploycs. ^^.^Vnun breath and nounturc receavc. 

How brutish is it not to understand 
V Ilow much to her we owe, that all us gave ; 

Two brethren wore their Capitayns, which That gave unto us all what ever good we liavc. 
hight 

Hengist and Horsus, v'cll approv’d in warre, lxx 

And both of them men of renowmed might; But Giiyon nil this while his booke did read, 
Who making vantage of their civile jarre, Ne yet has ended ; for it was a great 
And of those forreyners which came from And ample volume, that doth far excead 
farre, My leasure so long leaves here to repeat : 

Grew great, and got large portion-, of land, It told how first Prometheus did create 
That in the Kealme ere long they stronger A man, of many parts from beasts dery v’d, 
arre [hand. And then stole fire from heven to animate 

Then they which sought at first their helping His worke, for which he was by Jove depryv’d 
And Vortiger huie torsi the kiiigdome to! Of life him self, and hurt-strings of an Aeclc 
Bband. | ryv’d. 
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Even seven hlindred Princes, which maintaynd 
With mighty deedes their sondij' govern- 
ments ; 


That man so made he called Elfc, to weet 
Quick, the first author of all Elfin kynd ; ... 

Who, wandring through the world with wcaric 1 That were too long their infinite contents 


jHerc to record, no much inatcriall; 

; Yet should they be most famous moiiiments, 
■And brave enHamplu, both of martiull 
And civil rule, to kinges and states iinpcrialL 


feet, 

Did in the gardins of Adonis* fynd 
A goodly creature, whom he deemd in mynd 
To be no earthly wight, but either Spright, 

Or Angell, th' authour of all woman kynd ; 

Therefore a Fay he her according hight, 

Of whom all Faeryes spring, and fetch their Elficleos did rayne, 

lignage right. ' Elficicos, in great Majestic, 

** ’ ■ Who mightily that scepter did sif&tayne, 

i,xxii ■ And with rich spoyles and famous victoric 

Of these a mightv itcoplc -hortlv grew, ■ "*'' ‘■>•■1“ tl'O ^wne of Facn- : 

And pniaaant kiigU which ail the worhl Y- 

warravd * eldest brother, did untimely dv ; 

And to them' aelves all Nations did subdew. ! jy'"f “"I'';*’ ,1’'*.“ “jf ’’'‘Y 

The first and eldest, which that scqdor swayd, ; “‘PPl'd''. >“ sp""™’* “"<» dominion 

Was Elfin; liiin'all India obayd, 

And all that now America men call : 

Next him was noble ElHnan, who laid 
Clcopolis foundation first of all : 

Itut Elliliiic enclosd it with a golden ivall. 


lA’.XlII 

llis sonne was Elfinell, iilio overcame 
The wicked Gobbclincs in bloody field ; 
lint Elfant was of most renowmed fame, 

Who all of Christall did Pantliea build : 

Then Elfar, W'ho two brethren gyniintes kibl, 
The one of which hud two hoades, tli’ other 
three: 

Then Elfinor, who W'a.s in inagick skild ; 

He built by art upon the gla.ssy See 


i.xxvi 

Great was his power and glorie over all 
Which, him before, that sacred scute did fill, 
That yet remnines his wide mcmoriall. 
lie dying Icit the fairest Tanaqiiill, 

Him to siicccedc therein, by his last will : 
Fairer and nobler liveth none this howrc, 

Ne like in grace, u% like in learned skill ; 
Therefore they Gloriancall that glorious Howrc: 
IdOUg mayst thou, Glorian, live in glory and 
great powrc ! 

LX.VVII 

, Begiiyld thus with delight of novelties, 

' And iiatiirall desire of countryes state, 

So long they redd in those antiquities, 

That how the time was tied they quite forgate ; 


A bridge of bras, whose sound hevens thunder Till gentle Alma, seeing it so late, 

seem’d to bee. ■ Perforce their studies broke, and them besought 

.To thinke how supper did them long aw'aite . 
• jSo hulfe unwilling from their bookes them 
He left three sniines, the which in order raynd, brought. [ought. 

And all their Oftvpriiig, in their dew de&ents ; And fay rely feasted as so aoble knightes she 


CANTO XI. 


Ttic enimies of Teniperanncc 
Besii'‘.re tier dwelling place : 

Prince Artlinre them repelles, and fowle 
Mulegcr doth deface. 


What w'arrc so cruel, or what siege so sore. 
As that which strong affections doe apply 
Against the forte of reason evermore, 

To bring the sowle into captivity V 


Their force is fiercer througii infirmity 
Of the fraile flesh, relenting to their rage. 
And exercise most bitter tyranny 
Upon the partes brought iiito their bondage: 
No wretchednessc is like to siiifull vellenage. 
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But in a body which doth ftreel^ 3’’eeld 
His partes to reasons rule obedient, 

And letteth her that ought the scepter wecld, 
All happy peace and goodly government 
Is setled there in sure establishment. 

There Alma, like a virgin Queene most bright, 
Doth florish in all beautie excellent ; 

And to her guestes doth bounteous banket dight, 
Attempred goodly well for health and fur 
delight. 

♦ III 

Karl}’, before the Mornc ivith cremosin raj’ 
The windowes ol' bright heaven opened had, 
Through which into the world the dawnitig 
day 

Might lookc, that maketh every creature glad, 
Uprose Sir Guyon, in bright armour clad, 

And to his purpesd journey him prepar’d : 
With him the Palmer eke in habit sad 
Him sclfe addrest to that adventure hard : 

So to the rivers sydethey both together far’d: 

IV 

Where them awaited readj’ at the ford 
The Ferrimaii, as Alma had bchight, 

With his well-rigged bote : They goc abord, 
And he eftsoones gau launch Ills barke forth- 
right. , i 

Ere long thej' rowed were quite out of sight, 
And fast the land behj'iid them fled awaj*. 

But let them pas, whiles wind and wether 
right 

Doe serve their turnes: here I awhile must stay, 
To see a crucll fight duen by the prince this 
day. 

V 

For all so soone as Gii^’on thence was goii 
Upon his voyage with liis trustie gnyde. 

That wicked* bandiof villeins fresh begon 
That castle to assailc on ever}- side, 

And lay strong siege aliout it far and wj'de. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were, 

That all the land they under them djd hyde ; 
So fowle and ugl}’’, that exceeding feare 
Their visages imprest when the}’ approched 
neare. 

\\ 

Them in twelve troupes their Captcin did 
dispart, 

And round about in fittest steades did place. 
Where each might best offend his proper part, 
And his contrar}’ object most deface, 

As every one seem’d meetest in that cacc. 
Sev^ of the same against the Castle gate 
In strong entrenchments he did closely place, 


Wliich with incessaunt force and endlcsse hate 
They battred day and night, and entraunce 
did awatel 

VII 

The other five five sundry wayes he sett 
Against the five great Bulwarkes of that pyle. 
And unto each a Bulwarke did arrett, I 
T’ assay le with open force or hidden guyle, 

In hope thereof to win victorious spoilc. 

They all that charge did fervently apply 
With greedie malice and importune toyl(\ 
And planted there their huge artillery, 

With which they dayly made most dreadfull 
battery. 

VIII 

The first troupe was a monstrous rablcment 
Of fowle ifiisshapen wightes, of which soma 
were 

Headed like Owlcs, with beckes uncomely bent-, 
Others like Dogs; others like Gryplions dreare; 
And some had wings, and some had clawes to 
tearc : 

And every one of tliem had Lynces eyes ; 

And every one did bow and arrowes beare. 

All those* were laAvlesse luslcs, currupt cnv}'es. 
And covetous aspects, all crucll enimyes. 


ix 

Those same against the bulwarke of the Sight 
Did lay strong siege and battailous assault, 
Ne once did yield it respitt day nor night; 
But snonc as Titau gan his head exuult, 

And soone againc as he his light wiihhault, 
Their wicked eiigins they against it bent ; 
That is, each thing by which the eyes may 
fault : 

But two then all more huge and violent, 
Bcautieiiind Money, they that Bulwarke sorely 
•rent. 

X 

Tlie sbeond Bulwarke was the Hearing sence, 
Gainst wliich the second troupe assignment 
makes ; 

Deformed creatures, in straunge difference, 
Some having heads like Harts, some like to 
Snakes, [brakes: 

Some like wilde Bores late roiizd out of the 
Slaundcrous reproches, and fowfc infamies. 
Leasinges, backbytinges, and vain-glorious 
crakes, 

Bad counsels, prayscs, and false flatteries : 

All those against that fort did ^nd their 
batteries. 

XI 

Likewise that same third Fort, that ia the 
Smell, 

Of that third troupe was cruelly assayd *, 
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Whose hideous shapes were like to feendes of 
hell, [dismayd,! 

Some like to houndcs, some like to Apes, 
Some like to Puttockes, all in {ilumea orayd ; 
All shap't according their conditions : 

For by those ugly formes weren pourtrayd 
Foohsh delights, and fund nbusions, 

Which doe that sence besiege with light 
illusions. 

XII 

And that fourth band which cnicll battrj- 
bent 

Against the fourth Bulwarke, that is the Taste, 
Was, as the rest, a grysic rablcment ; [ Taste 

Some mouth’d like greedy Oystriges ; some 
Like loathly Toades ; some fashiuned in the 
Like swine : fur so deformil is lu.'vury, [waste 
Surfeat, misdiet, and unthriftic waste, 

Vaine feastes, and ydlc superfluity : 

All those this seiices Fort assayle incessantly. 

XIII 

But the fift troupe, most horrible of hew 
And ferce of force, is dreadfull to report ; 

For some like Snailes, some did like spyders 
shew, 

And some like uglyUrchius thick and short: 
Cruelly they assayed that fift Fort, 

Armed with dartes of seiisuall Delight, 

With stinges of carnall lust, and strong effort 
Of feeling pleasures, with which day and night 
Against thatsamc fift bulwarke they continued 
fight. j 

XIV i 
Thus tliese twelve troupes with dreadfull 

puissaunce 

Against that Castle restlesse siege did lay. 

And evermore their hideous Ordinaunce 
Upon the Bulwarkes cruelly did plly, 

TW now it gan to threaten neare d^ay : 

And evermore their wicked Capilavi^ 
Provoked them the breaches to asMy, • 
Sometimes with threats, sometimes with hope 
ofgayn, fattayn. 

Which by the ransack of that peece they should 

XV 

On th* other syde, th* assieged Castles ward 
Their stedfast stonds did mightily maintaine. 
And many bold repulse and many hard 
Atehievement wrought, with perill and with 
payne. 

That goodly frame from ruine to sustaine: 
And those two brethren Uyauntes did defend 
The walles so stoutly with their stunlie majme. 
That never entraunce any durst pretend, 

But they to direfull death their groning ghosts 
did send. 


The noble ''\irgin, Ladie of the Place, 

Was much dismayed >vith that dreadful siglit. 
For never was she in so evill cacc, 

Till that the Prince, seeing her wofull plight, 
Gan her recomfort from so sad affright, 
Oflring his service, and his dearest life 
For her defence against that Carle to fight, 
Which was their chiefe and th* authour of that 
strife : 

She him remercicd as the Patronc of her life. 


Eftsooncs himsclfe in glittorand armes he 
dight, 

And bis well proved weapons to him bent ; 

So, taking courteous congd, lie behight 
Those gates to be unbar'd, and forth he went. 
Fay re mote he thee, the prowest and most 
gent, 

Ihat ever brandished bright steele on hye ! 
Whumc soone as that unruly rablement 
With his gay Squyre iseewing did cspve, [erj- ; 
They reard a most outrageous dreadfull y^liiig 

XVIII 

And therewithal! attonce at him let fly [ snow. 
Their fluttring arrowes, thicke as ‘flakes of 
And round about him flocke impetuously, 

Like a great water flood, that tumbling low 
From the high mountaines, threates to over- 
flow 

With suddeiii fury all the fertile playne, 

And the sad husbandmans long hone doth 
throw fvayne-; 

Adowne the streame, and all his vowes make 
Nor bounds nor banks his headlong mine may 
sustayne. 

XIX 

Upon his shield their heaped liayle he bore. 
And with his sword (^sperst * the raskall 
flockes, 

Which fled asonder, and him fell before ; 

As withered leaves drop iirom their dryed 
ftockes, [locks ; 

When the wroth Western wind does reave their 
And underneath him his courageous steed, 
The fierce Spumador, trode them dowiie like 
docks ; 

The fierce Spumador, borne of heavenly seed. 
Such as Laomedon of Phcebiis race did breed. 


Which Buddeine horrour and confused cry 
When OB their Capteine heard, in haste he yode 
The cause to weer, and fault to remedy : 
(Upon a Tygre swift and fierce be rode, 
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That as the wimle ran iindcmca#i his lode, 
Whiles his l»ng legs nigh ra^lit unto the 
ground. 

Full large he was of linibe, and bhouldcrs brodc, 
But of such subtile substance and unsound, 
That like a ghost he seem'd whose gravc- 
dothes were unbound : 


XXI 

And in his hand a bended bow was scene, 
And many armwes under his right side, 

All deadly daiingerous, all cruell kcene. 
Headed witU flint, and fethers bloody dide ; 
Such as the Indians in their quivers hide: 
Those could he well direct and streight as line. 
And bid them strike the markc which he haij 
cyde ; * 

Xc was there sal«vo, ne was there medicine, 
That mote recure their tvounds ; so inly they 
did tine. 


To be avenged of that shot whyleare ; 

But he was not so hardy to abide 
I'hat bitter stownd, but turning quickc aside 
His light-foot beast, tied fkst away for feare : 
Whom to poursue the Infant after hide 
So fast as his good Courser could him beare ; 
But labour lost it was to wcene approcb him 
ncarc. ' 

XXVI 

For as the winged wind his Tigrc fled, 

I That vew of eye could scarse hym overtake, 
Ne scarse his feet on ground were scene to trod : 
Through hils and dales lie speedy way did 
! make, 

Ne hedge ne ditch his reodie passage brake; 

I And in his flight the villein turn’d his face 
i(A8 wonts tile Tartar by the Caspian lake, 

I Whenas the Hussian him in flglit does chace) 

I Tin to hb Tygres taile, and shot at him apace. 


XXII 

As pale and wan as ashes was his looke, 

Ilis body leane and meagre as a rake, 

And skin all withered like a dryed rookc t 
Thereto as cold and drery as a snake. 

That seemd to tremble evermore and quake ; 
All in a canvas thin he was kedight, 

And girded with a belt of twisted brake: 

Upon his head ho ivorc an Helmet light, 

^adc of a dead mans skull, that sceind a 
ghastly sight. 

XXIII 

Malcger was his name *, and after him 
There follow’d fast at hand two wicked ITags, 
With hoaiy lockes all loose, and visage grim ; 
Their feet unshod, their bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as swift on foot os chased Stags ; 
And yet the one her other le^gc had lame, 
Which with a staffe, all full of Title snags, 

She did support, and InqKitencc her name . 
But tlT other wast Impatience, arm'd with 
raging flame 

XXIV 

Soone as the Carle from far the Prince espyde 
Glistring in armes and warlike omamAit, * 
His Bea't he felly prickt on either syde. 

And his mischievous bow full readie bent, 
With which at him a cruell shaft he seut : 

But he w’as warie, and it warded well 
Upon his shield, that it no further went. 

But to the ground tlie idle quarrell fell ; 

Then he another and another did expell. 

XXV 

Which to prevent the Prince his mortall spearc 
Soone to him raught, and fierce at him did 
ride, 


XXVII 

Apace he shot, and yet he fled apace. 

Still as the greedy knight nigh to him drew : 
And oftentimes he would relent his pace, 
That him his f«>e more fiercely should puur- 
sew : 

But when his uncouth manner he did vew, 
lie gan nvi/.c to follow him no more, 

But keepe his standing, and his shaftes eschew, 
Untill he quite had spent his perlous store. 
And then assayle him fresh, ere he could shift 
for more. 

XXV 111 

But that lame Hag, still as abroad he strew 
His wicked arrowes, gathered them againe. 
And to him brought, fresh batteill to renew ; 
Which he espying cast her to restraine 
From yielding succour to that cursed Swaine, 
And her attaching thought her hands to tye : 
But soone as him dismounted on the plaine 
That other Hag did far away espye 
Binding her sister, she to him ran hastily; 

XXIX 

And catching hold of him, as downe he lent, 
Him backeward overthrew, and. downe him 
stayd 

With thefr rude handes and grycslv giaple- 
ment ; 

Till that the villein, comming to their ayd, 
Upon him fell, and lode upon him layd: 

Full litle wanted but he had him slaine. 

And of the battell balefull end had mode. 

Had not his gentle Squire beheld his paine. 
And commen to his reskew, ere his bitter 
bang, 
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XXX And him so sor^smott with his yron msec, 

So greatest and most glorious thing on groveling |> the ground he fell, and tild 


""ground i*’® place. 

May often need the helpe of weaker hand ; x\xv 

So feeble is man^tate, and life unsound, Wei weened hee that lield was then his owne, 

That in assurautfra it may never stand, And all his labor brought to happy end; 

Tiil it dissolved be from earthly band. When suddein up the villeine overthrowne 

Proofe be thou, Prince, the prowest man alyve, Out of his swowne arose, fresh coniend. 

And noblest borne of all in llritayne land ; And gan him stdfe to second baltaill bend, 

Yet thee tierce Fortune did so ncarely drive, As hurt he had not beene. Thereby there lay 
That, had not grace thee blest, thou shouldest An huge great stone, which stood upon one 
not survive. cud, _ 

. XXM And had not bene removed many allay ; 

The Squvre arriving fiercely in his armes land-markc seemd to bee, or signe of 

Snatciit first the one, and then the other .lade, sundry way : 

His chief^t Jetts and authors of his hannc‘s, ^ xxxvi 

And them perforce withheld with fhreatned The same he snatcht, and ui^i exceeding 
blade, sway 

Lcastthathis Lord they should behindc invade; Threw at his foe, whe was right well aware 
The whiles the Prince, prickt with reprochfuliTo shonuc the eiigin of his meant decay; 

sliame, fit booted not to thinke that throw to beare, 

As one awakte out of long slombring sha<le, , But grownd he gave, and lightly lept areare: 

Kcvivyiig thought of glory and of fame, Kft fierce rctiturning, as a faulcoii fa,yre. 

United all his powres to purge him solfe from That once hath failed of her souse full ueare, 
blame. Hemounts againe into the open ayre, 

XXXII And unto better fortune doth her sclfe pre- 

‘Like as a fire, the which in hollow cave payre. V . , 

Hath long bone underkept and doAvn supprest, xxxvii 

With murmurous disilayuc doth inly raA O, So brave rctourning, wijh his brandisht blade 

And grudge in so streight (irisun to be prest, He to the Carle him selfe agayn addrest, 

At last breakes forth with furious unrest. And strooke at him so sternely, that he made 
And strives to mount unto his native seat ; | An open passage through his riven brest, 

All that did carat it hinder and molest, ( heat, That halfe the steele behind his backedid rest; 
Yt now deA'oures with flames and scorching Which drawing hacke, he looked evermore 
And carries into sinoakc with rage and horror When the hart blood should gush out of his 
great. I . chest, 

xxxiii ,Or his dead corse should fall ujion the flore; 

So mightcly the Briton Prince him rouzQ “P®*' nathe- 

Out of his holde, and broke his caytive bands; more. 

And as a Beare, whom angry curres have touzd, xxx viii 

Ha\'ingoft-shakt them and escapt their lufiids, Ne drop of blood appeared sited to bee, 
Becomes more fell, and all that liiin withstands All Avere the wuiynd so wide and wondcrous 
Treads down and overthroAV’es. Now had the That through his carcas one might playnl)' 
Carle see- 

Alighted from his Tigre, and his hands Halfe in amaze with horror hideous. 

Discharged of his bow and deadly qua* ’le, And halfe ih rage to be deluded thus, 

To seize upon his foe flatt lying on the marie. Again through both the sides he strooke him 

quight, 

XXXI V That made his spright to grone full piteous ; 

Which now him tumd to disaA'antage dcare ; ^ nathemoro forth fled his groning spright. 
For neither can he fly, nor other harme, freshly, as at first, prepard himselfe to 

But trust unto his strength and manhood fight. 

meare, xxxix 

* Bith now he is far from his monstrous swarme, Thereat he smitten was with great afiiight, 
And of his weapons did himselfe disarme. And trembling terror did his hart apall ; 

T^e knight, yet wrothfull for his late disgrace, Ne wist he what to thinke of that same sight, 
Fiercely advaunst his valorous right orme, Ne what to say, ne what to doe at all: 


‘Like as a fire, the Avhich in hollow cave 
H<Ath long bene underkept and doAvn supprest, 
With murmurous disilayuc doth inly raA'c, 
And grudge in so streight prison to be prest, 
At last breakes forth with furious unrest. 

And strives to mount unto his native seat ; 
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He doubted least it were som/i magicall 
Illusion that did beguile hisifnse, 

Or wandriiig ghost that wanted funerall, 

Or aery spintc under false pretenec, 

Or hellish fcciid raysd up through divelish 
science. 

XL 

His wonder far exceeded reasons reaclif 
That he began to doubt his dazeled sight, 
dnd oft of error did himselfc appeach : 

Flesh without blood, a person without spright. 
Wounds without hurt, a body without might. 
That could doe harme, yet could not harmed 
bee, 

That could not die, vet seemd a mortal 1 wight, 
That was most strong m most indrmitee^ 

Like did he ^ever heare, like did he never see. 

XLI 

Awhile he stood in this astonishment, 

Yet would he not for all his great dismay 
Give over to effect his first intent, 

And th’ utmost meanes of victory assay, 

Or th’ utmost yssew of his owne decay. 

His owne good sword Monlure, that never 
fayld 

At need till now, he lightly threw aivay, 

And his bright shield that nought him now 
avayld , 

And with liis naked hands him forcibly assay Id. 

XLII 

Twixt his two mighty armes him up he 
snatcht. 

And crusht his carcos so against his brest, 
That the disdainfull sowle he thence dispatcht. 
And tir ydie breath all utterly expresL 
Tho, when he felt him dead, adownc he kest 
The lumpish corse unto the sencelesse grownd; 
Adowne he kest it with so puissant wrest, 
That backe agdkic it did alofte relKiwnd, 

And gave against his mother earth a grone- 
full sownd. 

XLIII 

As when Joves homesse-bearin^ Bird from 
hye 

Stoupcs at a flying heron with proud disdayne, 
The stone-dead quarrey falls so forciblye, 

That yt rebownds against the lowly playne^ 

A secorul fall redoubling backe agayne. 

Then thought the Prince all i^nl sure was 
•past. 

And that he victor onely did remayne ; 

No sooner thought, then that the Carle as fast 
Gan heap huge strokes on him, os ere he down 
was cast. « 


XLIV 

Nigh his wifs end then woxe th’ amazed 
knight, 

And thought his labor lost, and travell vayne. 
Against this hfelcsse shadow so to fight : ' 

Vet life he saw, and felt his mighty mayne. 
That, whiles he marveild still, did still him 
pavnc ; f 

Forthy he gan some other waves advize. 

How to take life from that dead-living 
swayno, 

Whom still he marked freshly to arize 
From th' earth, and from her womb new spirits 
to repnze. 

XLV 

He then remembred well, that had bene sa^d, 
How th* ^arth his mother was, and first him 
bore. 

She eke, so often as his life.decayd, 

Did life with iibiiiy to him restore. 

And reysfl him up much stronger then before, 
So soonc as he unto her wombe did fall : 
Therefore to grownd he would him cast no 
mere, 

Ne him committ to grave icrrestriall, 

But bearc him farre from hope of succour 
usuall. 

XLVI 

Tho up he caught him twixt his puissant 
hands. 

And having scruzd out of his carrion corse 
The lothfull life, now loosd from sinfull bands, 
Upon his shoulders carried him perforse 
Above three furlongs, taking his full course 
Until he came unto a standing lake ; 

Him thereinto he threw without remorse, 

Ne stint, till hope of life did him forsake ; 

So end of that Carles dayes and his owne 
« paynes did make. 

• * XLVII 

Which when those wicked Hags from for did 
spye. 

Like two mad dogs they ran about the lands, 
And th’ one of them with dreadfull yelling 
cr>’e, 

Throwing away her broken chaines and hands, 
And having quencht her burning fier-brands, 
Hedlong her selfo did cast into that lake; 

But Impotence with her owne wilfull hands 
One of Malegers cursed darts did take, 

So lyv’d Iier trembling hart, and wicked end 
did make. 

XLVllI 

Thus now alone he conquerour remaines : 
Tho^ camming to his Squyre that kept his steed, 
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Thought tu havo mounted; but his feeble 4 xux 

values * Where manj|(Troomes and Squyres ready weiG 

Him faild thereto, and served not his need, To take him from his steed full tenderly ; 
Through losse of blood which IVorn his wounds And eke the fayrest Alma mett him there 
did bleed, With balme, and wine, ond costly spicery. 

That be began to faint, and Jife decay : To comfort him in his infirmity. 

But his good Squyre, him helping up with Kftcsooncs shce causd him up to be convayd, 
speed, lAnd of his armes despoyled easily 

With stedfast hand upon his horse did stay, I In sumptuous bed shee'madc him tu be layd ; 
And led him to the Castle by the beaten And al the while his wounds were dressing by 
way. I him stayd. 


• CANTO xri. 

Gnyon, by Palmers govem.aunoe, 
Passing through periDes great, 
l^oth overthrow the fioviTe of blis, 
And Acrasy defeat. 


I 


IV 


Now ginnes that goodly frame of Temper- 
ounce 

Fayrcly to rise, and her adorned lied 
To pricke of highest prayse forth to advaunce, 
Formerly grounded and fust sctteled 
On firme foundation of true boiiiityhed : 

And this brave knight, that for this vcrtiie 
fightes, 

Now comes to point of that same perilous sted, 
Where Pleasure dwelles in sensuall delights, 
Mongst thousand dangers, and ten thousand 
Magick mights. 

II 

Tu'o dayes now in that sea he .saylcd has, 

Ne ever land beheld, ne living wight, 

Ne ought save peril! still as lie <lid pas ? 

Tho, when appeared the third Morroiv bright 
Upfm the waves tu spred her trembling ligfit, 
An hideous roring far away they heard, 

That all their scnces filled with affright ; 

And straight they saw the raging surges reard 
Up to the skyes, that them of drowning made 


‘ On thother syde an hideous Kocke is pight 
Of mightie Alognes stone, ivhose craggie clift 
Depending from on high, dreadfull to sight, 
Over the Avaves hi# rugged anues doth lift, 
And threatneth doAvnc to throw his ragged rift 
On w'hoso cometh nigh ; yet nigh it drawes 
All passengers, that none from it can shift : 
For, Avhiles they fly that Gulfes devouringjawes, 
They on this rock are rent, and sunck in helples 
Avawes.’ 

V 

Forward they passe, and strongly he them 
rowes, ’ 

Untill they nigh unto that Gulfe arryve, 
Where strramc more violent and greeciy growes : 
Then he w^ith all his puisauiicc doth stryve 
To strike his oares, and mightily doth drive 
The hollow vessell through the tlireatfiill w'ave; 
Which, gaping A\idc to SAvalloAV them alyve 
In til’ huge abyssc of his engulfing grave, 
Doth rore at them in vaine, and with great 
j temmr rave. 

! • VI 


aneard. 


III 


Said then the Boteman, ‘ Palmer, stere aright, 
And keepe an even course ; for yonder way 
We iieedes must pas (God dt»e us well acquignt !) 
That is the Gulfe of Greodinesse, they say, 
That deepe engorgeth all this worldes pray ; 
Which having swallowd up excessively, 

He Booiie in vomit up againe doth lay. 

And belcheth forth his superfluity. 

That all the seas for feore due aeemc away tofly. 


I Thc^', passing by, that griscly mouth did see 
I Sucking tho seas into his eutralles deepe, 

Tliat seenid more liorribic then hell to bci^ 
j Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartare steepe 
Through which the damned ghosts docn often 


Backe to the Avorld, bad livers to torment : 

But nought that falles into this direfull deepe 
Ne tba^. approcheth mgh the wyde descent, 

' May backe retourne, but is condemned t# be 
’ drent. 
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On thother side they saw Hint p</t-ilons Rockc, 
Threatning it selfc on them to Tiiinutc, 

On whose sharp cliftes the ribs of vessels broke ; 
And shivered ships, which had boene wrecked 
Yet stuck with carkascs exanimate [late, 
Of such, as having all their substance spent 
In wanton joyes and lustes intemperate, 

Did afterwari^s make shipwraek violent 
Botliof their life and fame, for ever fowly blent. 


Forthy this high! The Rocke of vile Reproch, 
A daungcrous and detestable place, 

To which nor fish nor fowle did once approch. 
But yelling Mcawes, with Seagulles hoars mnl 
bace, 

And Cormoyraunts, with birds of ravenous race, 
AVhich still sat waiting on that wastfiill chft 
For spoile of wretches, whose unhappy cace, 
After lost credit and consumed thrift, 

At last them driven hath to this despairefull 
drift. 

IX 

The Palmer, seeing them in safetic past, 
Thus saide; ‘ Behold th’ ensamples in our sights 
Of lustfull luxiirie and thrlFtlesse wast. 

What now is left of miserable wightes, 

Which spent their looser daies in leud dclightcs, 
But shame and sad reproch, here to be red 
By these rent reliques, speaking their ill 
Let all that livehereby be counselled [plightes? 
To sliunne Rot^ke of Reproch, and it as death 
todred!’ 

X 

So forth they rowed ; and that Ferryman 
With his stiffe oares did brush the sea so 
strong, 

That the hoare waters from his frig^it ran, 

And the light bubles daiinced all along, 
Whiles the salt bqineoiit of the billowes sprong. 
At last far off they many Tslandes spy 
On every side floting the liwdes emong ; 

Then said the knight ; ‘Lo ! I the land de.scr\’ , 
Therefore, old Syre, thy course doe thereunto 
apply.’ • 

XI 

'That may not bee,’ said then the Ferryman, 

* Tjcast w'ee'unweeting hap to be fordonne; 

For those same Islands, seeming now and than. 
Are not flrnie land, nor any certain wonne, 

But stragling plots which 'to and fro doeronne 
In the wide waters : therefore are thev bight 

TKa 


'Yet well they s^mc to him, that farre doth 
vcw, 

Both faire and fruitfull, and the groivnd dispred 
With grassv greene of delectable hew ; 

And the tall trees* with leaves appareled 
Are deckt wdth blossoms dyde in white and rq^l, 
That mote the ]»assengurs thereto allure; 

Rut whost)o\'er oiicc hath fastened 
llis foot thereon, may never it rccure> 

But wandreth evermore uneertoin and unsure. 


' As th' Isle of Delos wiiylome, men report, 
Amid th’ Aeg.'cau sea long time did stray, 

Xe made for shipping any certeine jiort, ' 

Till that Latona tra\ eiling that w'ay, 

Flying from .lunoes wrath ancl hard assay, 

Of her fay re twins was there .delivered, 

\ATiicli afterw ards did rule the night and dav : 
Thenceforth it firinely was established. 

And for Ai)ollocs temple liighly berried.’ 


Tliey to him hearken, as beseeineth mectc, 
And passe on forw'ard : so their way does ly. 
That one of those same Islands, 'wdiich iloe 
fleet 

In the wide sea, they needes must passen by, 
Whicli scemd so sAveet and plcasaunt to the 
eye, 

Tliat it would tempt a man to touchen there: 
Upon the banck they sitting did espy 
A daintio damsell dressing of her hca're, 

By wrhora a little skippet floting did appearc. 


She, them espying, loud to them can call, 
Bidding lliem nigher draw unto the shore. 

For she had cause to busie them withall ; 

An'd therewith lowdl.v laught : But nathemore 
AA'ouId they once tiirne, but kept on as afore : 
Which w'hen she saw, she left her lockes un- 
dight, 

And running to her boat witboiiten ore, 

From the departing land it launched light, 
And after them did drive with.all her jiower 
and might. 

XVI 

Whom overtaking, she in merry sort 
Them {jan to bord, and purpose Uiversly ; 

T'u 1 * T 1 j frt i- ■, 1^®^ faining dalliaunce and wanton sport, 

The W andnng Islands, rherefoic doe them Now throwing forth lewd wordes immodestly; 

• shonne; [wightjTill that the Palmer gan full bitterlv 

For they have ofte drawme many a wandring'Her to rebuke for being loose and light • 
IntomoHtdeadlydaunger and distressed plight. I Which not abiding, but more Hcomfully’ 
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Scoffing at him that did hef justly wite, 

She tumd her bote abouty and from them! 
rowed quite. 

xvn 

Tliut was the wanton Phtedria, which late 
Did ferry him over tlie Idle lake : 

Whom nought regarding they kept on their 
gate, 

And all her vaine allurements did forsake ; 
When them the wary Doteman thus bespake : 

‘ Here now behoveth us well to avysc. 

And of our safety goo<l heede to take ; 

For here liefore a perlous passage lyes, 

W'liere many Mermayds haunt inakiag false 
melodies : 

XVIII 

‘But by the wav there is a ^af Quicksand, 
And a whirlepoole of hidden Jeopardy ; 
Therefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an even hand. 

For tw'ixt them Inith the narrow way doth ly.* 
Scarse had he saide, when hard at ‘luind they 
spy 

That quicksand nigh with water covered ; 

But by the chcckc^l wave they did descry 
It plalne, and by the sea discoloured : 

It calleil was the quickcsand of Uiithriftyhed. 

XIX 

They, passing by, a goodly Ship did sec 
Laden from far vrith precious merchandize, 
And bra\ely furnished as ship might bee, 
Which through great disaventure, or inesprize. 
Her selfe had ronne into that hazardize ; 
Whose mariners and merchants wdth much 
toyle 

laibour’d'in vaine to have recur’d their prize, 
And the rich wares to save from pitteous spoyle; 
But neither toyle nor traveill might her backe 
recoyle, • 

XX 

On th’ other side they sec that perilouS Riol^ 
That called was the Whirlepoole of decay; 

In which full many hud with haplesse doolc 
Beene suncko, of whom no memorie did stay : 
Whose circled waters rapt with whirling sway. 
Like to a restlesse wheelc, still ronning round, 
Did covet, as .they passed by that way. 

To draw their bote within the utmost bound 
Of his wide Labyrinth, an<l then to have them 
dmiind. 

XXI 

But th’ heedful Botemah strongly forth did 
stretch 

Ills brawnie armes, and all his bodie straine, 
That th’ utmost sandy breach they shortly 
fetch. 

Whiles the dredd daunger does behind remaine. 


14 ^ 

Siiddeine th^ see from midst of all the Maine 
The siirgingTwaters like a moiintaiiie rise. 

And the great sea, putt up with proml dis- 
dainc, 

To swell above the measure of his guise. 

As threatning to devoure all that his powre 
despise. 

XXII 

The waves come rolling, and the billowes rore 
Outragiously, as tlicy enraged wer^ 

Or wrathfull Neptune did them drive before 
His whirling charet for exceedit^ fearc ; 

For not one putFe of winde there did appeare, 
That all the three thereat woxe mucli afrayd, 
Unw'ceting what such horrour straungc did 
• reare. 

Efbsoones they saw an hidcoife hoast arrayd 
Of huge Sea monsters, such as living scnce 
dismayd : 


Most ugly shapes and horrible aspects, 

Such as Dame Nature selfe mote fearc to see, 
Or shame that ever should so fowle defects 
From her most cunning hand escaped bee ; 

All dreadfull pou^raicts of deformitee : 
Spring-heailed lf>'dres ; and sea-shouldring 
Whales ; 

Great whirlixiolcs which all fishes make to flee ; 
Bright Scolopendraes arm’d with silver scales ; 
Mighty Monoceroses with immeasured tayles. 


The dreadful Fish tliat hath deserv’d the name 
Of Death, and like him lookes in dreadfull 
hew; 

The gricsly Wasserman, that makes his game 
The flying ships with swiftues to pursew : 

The horrible Sea-satyre, that doth shew 
His fearefull face in time o^greatest stormc ; 
Huge Ziffius, whom Mariners eschew 
No Icsse then rockes, (as travellers infomic) 
And greedy Kosmarines with visages defornie. 

* XXV 

All these, and thousand thousands many more, 
Anti more deformed Monsters thousand fold, 
With dreadfull noise and hollow rombling 
rore 

Came rushing, in the fomy waves enrold. 
Which seem’d to fly for fearc tlicm to behold. 
Ne wonder, if these did the knight appall ; 

For all that here on earth we drcadmll hold. 
Be but as bugs to fearen babes withall. 
Compared to the creatures in tlie seas «;a* 
trail. 

l2 
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XXVI I 

‘ Feve nought,* then saide the ^Palmer well 
aviz’d, 

‘ For tlicse same Monsters are not these in deed, 
But are into these fearcfull sliapcs disguiz'd 
By that same wicked witch, to wnrke us dreed, 
And draw from on this journey to proceed.’ 
Tho lifting up his vertnoiis stafTe on hye. 

He smote the sea, which calmed was with 
speed. 

And all that drcadfull Annie fast gan live 
Into great T^Jiys hosomc, where they liiddeu 
lye. 

xxvn 

Quit from that danger forth their course th^’ 
kept; , * 

And as they went they heard a ruefiill cry 
Of one that wayld and pittifully wept. 

That tlirough the sea resounding plaints did fly : 
At last they in an Island did espy 
A seemelv Maiden sitting by the shore. 

That with great sorrow and sad agony 
Seemed some great misfortune to deplore. 

And lowd to them for succour called evermore. 

XXVllI <r j 

Which Guyon hearing streight his Palmer bad 
To stere the bote towards that dolefull Mayd, j 
That he might know and ease her sorrow sad; 
Who, him avizing better, to him sayd : j 

‘ Faire Sir, be not dupleasd if disobayd ; i 
For ill it were to hearken to her ciy’,* 

For she is inly nothing ill apayd ; * 

But onely womanish fine forgery, [mity. 
Your stiibbornc hart t'affect with fraile iiifir- 


* To which when she your courage hath in- 
clind 

Through foolish pttty, then her guilefull bayt 
She will embosome deeper in your mind, 

And fur your ruine at the last awayt.’ 

The Knight was ruled, and the Boteman strayt 
Held on his course with stayed stedfastnesse, 
Nc ever shroncke, ne ever sought to%ayt 
His t3nred armes for tuylesome weariiiessc. 

But with his oares did sweepe the watry wilder- 
ncsse. 


There those five sisters had continuall tra^ 
And usd to bath themselves in that deccipt- 
full shade. 

XXXI 

The)' vrere faire. Ladies, till they fondly 
striv’d 

Witli th’ Heliconian maides for maysterv ; t 
Of whom they, over-comen, were depriv’d 
Of their proui benutie, and th’ one moyity 
Transformd to fish for their bold surquedry ; 
But th’ upper hulfc their hew retayned still. 
And their sweet skill in wonted melody: 
Which ever after they abusd to ill, [ did kill. 
IT* allure weake traveillers, whom gotten they 


So now to Guyon, as he passed by. 

Their plcasannt tunes they sweetly thus ap- 
* O thou fayre sonne of genlle Faer)', j plyde : 
That art in mightie armes most magnifyde 
Above all knights that ever battcill tryde^ 

O ! turne thy rudder hitherward awhile 
Here may thy storme-bett vessell aafel)' ryde. 
This is the Port of rest from troublous toyle. 
The worldes sweet In from paine and weari- 
some turmoyle.’ 


Witli that the rolling sea, resounding soft. 

In his big base them fitly answered ; 

And on the rocke the waves breaking aloft 
A solemne Mcane unto them measured ; 

ITie whiles sweet Zephyrus lowd whisteled 
His treble, a straun^ kinde of harmony, 
Which Giiyons senses softly tickcled. 

That he the beteman bad row easily, [lody. 
And let him heare some jiart of their rare in‘e- 


But him tho Palmer from that vanity 
With tem]K;rate advice discounselled, 

I'hat they it (mst, and shortly gan descrv 
Tlie land to which their course they lcve*ied ; 
When suddeiuly a grosse fug over-spred 
With his dull vapour all that desert has, 

And heavens chcarcfull face cnA'eloped, 

That all things one, and one as nothing was. 
And this great Universe seemd one confused 
mas. 


And now they nigh approched to the sted j 
\Vhcreas those Mermayds dwelt : it was a still 
.\nd calmv bay, on th’ one side sheltered 
With the brodc diadow of an hoarie hill ; 

On th’ other side au high rockc toured still, 
That twixt thr-m both a pleasaunt port they 
And did like an halfe Theatre fulfill : [ made, , 


Thereat they greatly were dismayd, ne wist 
How to direct theyr way in darkenes wide, 
But feard to -wander in that wastefull mist. 
For tombling into mischiefe unespide : 

Worse is the daungcr hidden then descride. 
Hiiddeinly an innumerable flight [cride. 
Of hamefull fowles about them fluttering 
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And with tlieir wicked wings them ofle did And high ladvaunced crests downe mcekely 


s might, 

And sore annoyed, groping in that griesly night 

XXXVI 

Even all the nation of unfortunate 
And fatall birds about them flocked were, 

Such as by nature men abhorre and hate ; 


feldi: 

Instead of fraying, they tliem selves did feare, 
And trembled as them passing they beheld : 
Such wondrous puwrc difl in thatsta'ffeappeare, 
All monsters to subdew to him that did it 
beare. 


TheiIl-faateOwle,deathsdreadfullmesHengcre;l Of that same wood it fram’d was cunningly. 
The hoars Night-raven, trump of dolefull drerc; i Of which Caduceus whilome was made, 


The letlier-wiuged Batt, daves enimy ; 

rwii. _ I- xl.- 


Caduceus, the rod of Mercury, 


[ invade 


The ruefull St rich, still wailing on the here; i'''^»th which he wonts the i^vgian realmes 
The whistler shrill, that whoso heares d(»th dy;' Through ghastly horror and eTernall shade: 
The hellish llarpyes, prophets of sad destiny. I t'h* infernall feends with it he can asswage, 

And Orcus tame, whomc nothing can persuade, 
And rule the Fiirves when they most doe rage. 
. , , „ , , , l^uch vertue in hfs stalfe had eke this Palmer 

All those, and nil that els does horror breed, sage. 

About them tiew, and lild their saylcs with' 
feare :■ 

Vet s(ayd thev not, but foiw'ard did proceed, 

Whiles th’ .flic did row, and th’ other stifly 
steare ; 

Till that at last the weather gan to (‘learc, 

And the faire land it selfe did playuly shoow. 


XLII 


Thence passing forth, tiny shortly (hie arryv** 
Whereas I he llowrc of BlUse was sit>iate ; 

A plact* pickt out by choyce of best aly\ e, 
That natures worke* by art can imitate : 

In whi(‘h whatever in this worldlv state* 


Said then the Palmer; ‘Lo! where tloesappcarc sweete and pleasing unto hving sense, 
The sacred soile m here all our perills grow, j Or that may daviitcst fantasv aggrate, 

Therforc, Sir knight, your ready arms about fo^* with plentifull dispcnce, 


you throw.’ 


And made there to abound with lavish atfluencei 


XXXVIII 


XI.TII 


He hcarkned, and his armes about him tooke, 
The whiles the nimble bote so well her aped. 
That with her crooked keele the land she 
Then forth the noble Guyon sallied, [strooke: 
And his sage Palmer that him governed ; 

But th* other by his bote behind did stay. 
They marched fayrly forth, of nought ydred. 
Both flrmely armd for every hard assay, 

With constancy and care, gainst dauigcr and 
dismay. 

XXXIX * • 

Ere long they heard an hideous bellowing 
Of many beasts, that roanl outrageously. 

As if that hungers poynt or Venus sting 
Had them enraged with fell sunjuedry ; 

Vet nought they feard, but past on hardily, 
Untill they* came in vew of those wilde beasts, 
Who all attonce, gaping full greedily. 

And rearing fercely their upstaring crests, 

Kan towards to clevoure those unexpected 
guests. 

XL 

But Boone as they approcht with deadly threat, 
The Pahner over them hisstatfe upheld, [feat. 
His mighty stoffe, that could all charincs de- 
Eftesoones their stubbome corages were queld, 


Goodly it was enclosed rownd about, 

As well their entred guestes to keep withui. 
As tliose unruly beasts to hold without; 

Yet was the fence thereof but wcakc and thin : 
Nought feard theyr force that fortilage to win, 
But wisedomes *powrc, and temperaunccs 
might, 

Bj*^ which the mightiest things efibreed bin: 
And eke the gate was wTought of substuunce 
liffht. 

Rather fur pleasure then^ur battery or fight. 


XI.IV 

Yt framed was of precious yvory, 

That seeind a w'orke of admirable witt ; 

And tnerein all the famous history 
Of Jason and Medtea was ywritt ; 

Her mighty charmes, her hirious loving fitt; 
His goodly conquest of the golden fleece. 

His talsed fayth, and love too lightly flitt ; 
The wondred Argo, which in venturous jieece 
First through the Euxine seas bore all the 
flowr of Greece. 

XLV 

Ye might have seene the frothy bUlowes 
Under the ship as thorough them she went, 
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That sccmd the waves were into j/wry, 

Or ^’oiy into the craves were sent ; 

And othmvhere the snowy substaiince sprent 
With vemiell, like the *boyea blood therein 
shed, 

A piteous spectacle did represent j 
And otherwhiles, with ^Id bespriiikeled, 

Yt seeind tlicneliauuted ilanie which did 
Crt^usa wed. 


Strowed with pleasauns ; whose fa^’re grassy 
grownd 

Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide 
With all the ornaments of Floraes pride, 
Wherewith her motJier Art, as halfe in sooriic 
Of niggard Nature, tlike a ^impous bride 
Did deeke her. and too lavishly adome, . 
When forth from virgin bowre she comes in 
th’ early moriie. 


XLA’I 

All this and more might in that goodl}' gate 
He red, that ex?r open stood to all [.sate 

Which thither came ; but in the Poreh there 
A comelj’ iiersonage of stature tall. 

And seinbiaunce pleasing, more then natural I, 
That traveilcrs to him scemd to entize : ^ 

His looser ganneyt to the ground did fall, 

And dew about his beelcs in wanton wize, 

Not fitt for speedy pace, or manly exercize. 

XLVII 


i.i 

Therewith the Heavens alwayes Joviall 
Looktc on them lovely, still iu stinlfast state, 
Ne suflred storme nor Irost on the,m to fall, 
ITieir tender buds or leaves to violate ; 

Nor scorching heat, nor cold intem])erate, 

T afflict the creatures which therein did dwell; 
Hut the niilde ayre with season moderate 
(iently attempr(^. and disposd so well. 

That kill it breathed forth sweet spirit and 
holcsum smell: 


They in that place liiin Genius did call: 

Not that cclestinll jiowre, hi whom the care 
Of life, aud generation of all 
That lives, ])ertciucs in charge iiarticulare. 
Who wondrous things concerning our welfare, 
And strauuge phautomes d(th lett us uftc 
foresee, 

And oitc of secnit ill bids us beware: 

That is our Selfc, whom though uc do not see, 
Yet each doth in him sclfeit well iierccive to bee. 

111 

Therefore a God him sage Antiquity 
Did wisely make, and good Agdistcs call; 

Hut this same was to that <iuite coiiiran', 

The foe of life, that good envyes to all, 

That secretly doth us procure to fall [us see: 
'J'hrough gtiilefiill senihlants -which he makes 
He of this Ganlin had the govemall. 

And Pleasures portw was dmnzd to bee, ^ 
Holding a staffe in hand for mere formalitee. 

XLIX 

Witli diverse flowres he daintily was deekt, 
And Btrow'ed rownd about ; and liy hisuide 
A mighty Mazer bowle of wine was sett. 

As if it liiad to him bene saeritide, 

Wherewith all new-come guests he gratyfidc : 
So did he eke Sir Guyon passing by ; 

Hut he his ydle curte’sie defide. 

And oveitlirew his bowle disdainfully, 

Aud broke his staffe with which he cliarmed 
semblants sly. 

L 

Thus being entred, they behold arownd 
A large and spacious pLaine, on evey side 


1.11 

More sweet and holesomc then the ])lcasa(iul 
hill 

Of Hh«)do[)c, on which the Nimphe that bore 
A gyaunt babe hersellc for gride did kill ; 

Or the Thessalian Tempo, where of yore 
Fayre Daphne Phwbiis hurt uith hnc did 
gore; 

Or Ida. where the Gods lov'd to iVjMiyre, 

When ever they their heavenly howres forlore; 
Or suect Parnkse, the haunt of Muses layre; 
Or Kdcn sclfc, if ought tvitli Kden mole com- 
IKiyrc. 

i.iii 

Much noiidrcd Gu\'on at I he fayre aspect 
Of that sw'cet place, "yet suffred iio delight 
To sincke into his sence, nor mind affect. 

Hut passed forth, and looki still forward right, 
HfA'dling his will and ma} slering his might, 
Till thaf he came unto another gate; 

No gate, but like one, being goodly (light [laic 
With bowes and braiiiichcs, which did broad di- 
Thcir clasping annes in wanton wreathings 
intricate : 

MV 

So fashioned a ]*orcli with rare (]cvice. 

Archt over head with an embracing vine, 
Whose bounches hanging dowuc sccmd to en- 
tice 

All passers by to taste their liishious wine. 
Aim did them selves into their hands incline, 

I As freely offering to be gathered ; 

Some deejic empurpled as the llyacine, 

Some as the Hubinc laughing sweetcly red, 
Some like foire Emeraudes, nut yet well 
ripened. 
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LV So Striving C|cli tli’ other to undermine. 

And them amongst someVerc of bnmisht Each did theiothcrs worke more beautify ; 

jrold, ^ differing both in willcs agreed in line : 

So made by art to beautify the rest, So all agreed, through sweete diversity, 

Which did themselves emongst tlie leaves cii- This Gardm to adornc with all variet.v. 
fold, 

As lurking from the vew of covetous guest, 

That the weakc boughes, with so rich load And in the midst of all a fountaine stood, 

opprest Of richest substance that on earth might bee, 

Did bow adownc as ovcrbuKlened. So pure and shiny that the silver Hood 

Under that Porch a comely dame did rest Through every cbaniicll running one might 

tlad in fayre weedes but fowle disordered, sec ; 

And garments loose that seemd unmeet fur Must goodly it with curious ymogcree 

womaiihed. Was overwrought, and shapes of naked boyes, 

I, VI Of which some set>md with lively jollitee 

In her left hand a Cup oi Rold ahe held, ‘heir v «nlon toyea. 

And u-ith her right the niKr fruif did reach, ''fl'.vleat others did them acivea embay m hqurf 
Whose sappy liquor, that with fulncs^e sweld, J‘»yes. 

Into her cup she scru/d with daiiitic breach 

Of her line fingers, without fowle enipeach, And over all of purest gold was spred 
That so faire wmepresse made the wine more A traylc of yvic in his native hew ; 

fi^vect : jEor the rich nictall was so coloured, 

Thereof she usd to give to driiikc to each, i * hat wight who did not w’ell avis’d it vew 

Whom passing hv slie happened to meet ; ! " deiaue il to hoc yvie trew : 

It was her guise* all SCrauugers giMullv so to l^>w his lascivious armes adown did creeiie, 
irruct' * 'that tliemselveKS dapping ill the silver dew 


' mat tliemseiveKS dipping in tne silver dew 
Their lleecv flowifs thev fearefullv did sleepe, 
... . «. a Which drops of Citristail seemd fur wautones 

So she to (fuyon ofired it to last, weep. 

Who, taking it out of her lender hoiul, ‘ 

!:; I'T'V."!' "Ilnlt,'.;: ll'n'd «mt.unaJlv did ncll 

And uilh .he liqnur stained all the hmd : 

Whereat e-N.-cedingly rraa »r..th, ' ''h "i h. ""■T'’ . ' ’ . .• 

Tet nu'le the aan.e a...e.,d, to a el rr.thalmnl, 

Hut 8uliere.l him ... taivae all iere she l.,.h: ‘"''7 ’* ’•”™' '*?!. . . . . 

Wh.,,TO^jh.r..gar...l,gher..iaplea»..re,h,r»a,dj^VZ^^^^^ 


All piiv'd henealh with Jaspar shining blight, 
There the most dnintie I'aradi.'^ on ^ouiid That seemd the fouiilHiiie in that sea cUd sayle 
ft selfe doth Oder to IiIm .sober eve, • upright. ^ 

In w'hich all pleasures plentcuusly abownih, Lxiii 

And none does others happmesse envye ; ^jj margent round about was sett 

I he painted flowres, the trees upshouting hve, ;vith shady Laurell lives, thenee to defend 
The dales for shoile, the hillcs lor breathing q'jiy Hunny beames which on the billowes bett, 

^ space, , , . „ . , And thdbe W'hich therein bathed mote offend. 

The trembling gloves, the ehristall ruiming by, As Guyon hnpned bv the same to wend. 

And, that which all faire workes doth most n^ked Damzel'les he therein espyde, 
rri yilace. Which therein bathing seemed to contend 

The artwhicli all tliat wrought appcareil m no And wrestle waiitoul]^ ne car'd to hyde 

Their dainty partes from vew of any which 
MX thein*eyd. 

One would have thought, (so cunningly tlie lxiv 

rude ' Sometimes the one would lift the other quight 

And scorned partes were mingleil with the line) Above the waters, and then downe againe 
That nature had for wantonesse en.sude Her plong, as over-maystered by might. 

Art, and that Art at nature did repine ; Where both awhile wo'uld coveiM remaine. 
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Ami each the other from to rise pstraine ; 

The whiles their ISnowy liiubes, las through a 
vele, 

So through the christall waves appeared plainer 
Then suddeinly both w'ould themselves unhele, 
And th’ nmarous sweet spoiles to greedy eyes 
revele. 

LXV 

As that faire Starre, the messenger of momc, 
Ilis deaw'v face out of the sea doth rcare; 

Or Jis the "Cyprian goddesse, newly borne 
Of th’ Oceains fruitfull froth, did iirst apiieare : 
Such seemed they, and so their yellow hcare 
Christallinc humor dropped dowue apace. 
Whom such w'heu (luyon saw, he drew him 
neare, < 

And somewhat ^an relent his earnest pace ; 
Ilis stubbome brest gan secret plcasauiice to 
embrace. 

l.XVI 

The wanton Maidens, him espying, stood 
Gazing awhile at his unwonted guise ; 

I’hen th’ one her selfe low ducked in the flood, 
Abasht that her a straunger did avne ; 

But thother rather higher did arise. 

And her two lilly fiaps alofit displa3'd. 

And all that might his melting hart ent^'se 
To her delights she unto him bewraj’d; 

The rest hidd midemeath him more desirous 
made. 

LXVII 

With that the other likewise up arose, 

And her faire lockes, w’hich formerly were 
bowud 

Up in one knott, she low adowne did lose. 
Which flowing low and thick her cloth’d arownd, 
And th’ vvorie in golden mantle gownd ; 

So that ifaire spectacle from him w^os reft, 

Yet that which reft it no lessc faire was fownd. 
So hidd ill lockesgmd waves from lookers theft, 
Nought but her lovely face she for his looking 
left. 

LXVIII 

Withall she laughed, and she blusjjt withall, 
That blushing to her laughter gave more grace, 
And laughter to her blushing, as did fall 
Now when they spyde the knight toslacke his 


And counseld well him forward thence did 
draw. 

Now are they come nigh to the Bowre of blis, 
Of her fond favorites so nam’d amis, 

When thus the Palmer : ‘ Now, Sir, well aviso; 
For here the end of all our traveill is : 

Here wonnes Acrosia, whom we must surnrise^ 
Els she will slip awa}’, and all our drift despise. 


Eftsoones they hoard a most melodious sound, 
Of all that mote delight a daintie earo. 

Such os attonce might not on living gromid. 
Save in this Paradise^ be heanl elsewhere: 
Eight hard it was for wight which did it heare, 
To read wh^^t manner musicke that mote bee* 
For all that pleasing is to living care 
Was there consorted in one hannonee ; 

Birdes, voices, instru'nents, windes, waters, 
all agi-ce : 

lA'VI 

The joy Oils birdes, sbroiidcdin chcarefull shade 
Their liotes unto the voice attenipred sweet ; 
Th’ Angelical] soft trembling vo^'ces made 
To th’ instruments divine respondence meet ; 
The silver sounding instruments did meet 
With the base murinure of the waters fall ; 
The waters fall with difference discreet. 

Now soft, now loud, unto the wind did call ; 
The gentle warbling M'ind low answered to all. 

LXXII 

There, whence tliat Musick seemed heard to 
bee. 

Was the faire Witch her selfe now solacing 
With a new Lover, whom, through sorceree 
And witchcraB, she from farre did thither 
.bring; 

There she bad him now laid aslombering 
In secret shade after long wanton jo^'es , 
Whilst round about them pleasauntly did sing 
Many faire Ladies and lascivious bo^'&c, 

That ever mixt their song with light licentious 
toyes. 

LXXIII 

And all that while right over, him she hong 
, - ; With lier false eyes fast fixed in his sight, 

Them to behold, and in his sparkling face f pace. As seeking medicine whence she was stong, 
TTie secrete signes of kindled lust appeare, or greedily depasturing delight ; 

Their wanton meriments they djd encreace, | And oft inclining downe, with kisses light 
And to him beckned to approch more neare, ■ For feare of waking him, his lirjs bedewd. 

And shewdhiiA many sights that corage <old And through his humid eyes did sucke his 


could leave. 


I.X1X 


On which when gazing him the Palmer saw, 
He much rebukt thoae wandring eyes of his, 


spright. 

Quite molten into lust and pleasure lewd*, 
Wherewith she sighed soft, as if his rase die 
lewd. 
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LXXIV 

The whiles some one did chaunt this lovelj* 
lay: 

Ah ! see, whoso fayre thing doest faine tn see, 
In springing flov^Te the image of thy day. 

Ah ! see the Virgin Kos(^ hu<r sweetly shee 
Doth first peepe foorth with bashfiill niodestee, 
That fairer seemes the lease ye see her may. 
Lo ! see soone after how more bohl and free 
Her bared bosome she doth broad display ; 

Lo! see soone after how slie fades and falls 
away. 

i.xxv 

So pas.seth, in the passing of a day, 

Of mnrtall life the leafe, the bud, the flowre ; 
Nc more doth floriah after iirst decay, [bowre 
That onrst was sought to deck bofli bed and 
Df mauy a lady’, and many a Paramowre. 
(lather tlierefore the Hose whilest yet is prime, 
For soone comes age that will her pride dc- 
flowre ; 

(lather the Kose of love whilest yet is time, 
Whilest loving thou inayst loved be W’ith equall 
crime. 

l-XXVI 

He ceast ; and then gan all the quire of birdcs 
Their diverse notes t'attiine unto his lay. 

As in approvaunce of his pleasing worues. 

The constant payre heard all that he did say, 
Yet swar>'ed notj but kept their forM'ard way 
Through many covert groves and tliickets close, 
Tn which they creeping did at last display 
That wanton Lady with her lover lose, fpose. 
Whose sleepie head she in her lap did soft dis- 

LXXVII 

Upon a bed of Boses she was layd, [sin ; 
As faint through heat, or dight to pleasant 
And was arayd, or rather disarayd, * 

All in a vele of silke and silver thin, , 

That hid no whit her alablaster skin, [bee : , 
But rather shmrd more white, if more might 
More subtile web Arachne cannot spin ; 

Nor the fine nets, which oft wc woven see 
Of scorched deaw, do not in th’ ajTe more 
lightly flee. 

* LXXVIIl 

Her snowy brest was bare to ready spoyle 
Of hungry eies, which n’ote therewith be fild ; 
And yet, through languour of her late sweet 
toyle, [tild, 

y ew drops, more cleare then Nectar, forth dia- 
That like pure Orient perles adowne it trild ; 
And her faire ep'ea, sweet smyling in delight, 
Moystened their ficrie beames, with which she 
thrihl 


Fraile harts, y§ft quenched not ; like starry light, 
Which, sparcfling on the silent waves, ^es 
seeme more bright. 

LXXIX 

The young man, sleeping by her, seemd to be 
Some goodly swayne of honorable place, 

That certesHt great pitty was to see 
Him his nobDity so fowle deface : 

A sweet regard and amiable grace, 

Mixed with manly sternesse, did appear?. 

Yet sleeping, in his well proj^rtiond face; 

And on his tender lips the downi’^jiearc 
Did now but freshly spring, and silken blos- 
soms bcare. 

LXXX 

Itts warlike Armes, the ydlc instruments 
Of sleeping praise, were hong li^oii a tree ; 
And his brave shield, full of old moniments. 
Was fowly ros’t, that none the signes might 
Nc for them ne for honour cared lice, [see : 
Nc ought that did to his advauncement tend ; 
But in lewd loves, and wastfull luxuree, 

His dayes, his goods, his bodie, he did spend : 
O horrible enchantment, that him so did blend ! 

JjpXXXI 

The noble Elfe and carefull Palmer drew 
So nigh them, minding nought but lustfull 
game, [threw 

lliat suddein forth they on them rusht, and 
A subtile net, which only for that same 
The skilfull Palmer formally did frame : 

So held them under fast ; the whiles the rest 
Fled all away for fcare of fowler shame. 

The faire Encharaitresse, so unwares opprest, 
Tryde all her arts and all her sleights thence 
out to wrest. 

LXXXII 

And eke her lover strove, but all iu vainc ; 
For that same net so cunningiy was wound, 
i'That neither guile nor force might it distraine. 
They tooke them botli, and both them strongly 
boimd [found: 

111 captive bandes, which there they rcadie 
But her in*ichaines of adamant he tyde ; 

For nothing else might keepe her safe and 
sound : 

But Verdant (so he hight) he soone unt^’^de. 
And counsell sage in steed thereof to him ap- 
plyde. 

LXXXIIl 

Buti all those pleasaunt bowres, and Pollace 
brave, ^ * 

(luyon broke 'downo with rigour piitilease; 

[Them^from th^tempest of his ^rrathf^eEse^ 
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But that their blisse he turn’d j|9 balcfulnesse. 
Their groves he fold ; t heir garlins did deface ; 
Their arbers spoyle; their Cabinets suppresse; 
Their banket houses biirne ; their buildings race; 
And, of the fayrest late, now made the fowlest 
place. 

l.XXXIV 

Then led they her away, and eke that knight 
I'hey with them led, both sorrow full and sad. 
The* way they came, the same retourn’d thev 
right, 

Till they a|^vcd ivliere they lately had 
Charm'd those wild-beasts that* rag’d wdUi 
furie mad ; 

Which, now awaking, fierce at them gan fly. 
As in their mistresse reskew whom they lad ; 
But tliem thcJPalmer soone did pacify.* * 
Then Guyon askt, what meant those beastes 
which there did ly V 

LXXXV 

Sayd he; ‘These seeming beasts are men in- 
deed, [ thus ; 

Whom this Knehauntresse hath t^m^furme(l 
Whylomc her lovers, which hcrlustes did feed, 
Now turned into figures hideous, 

According to their mindefi like inoiistmous.’ 

‘ £iad end,’ (quoth he) ‘ of life intem]ierate. 


And mourneful meed ofjoyes delicious! 

But, Palmer, if it mote thee so af^ate. 

Let them returned be unto their former state.’ 

LNXXVI 

Straight way htewith his vertuous stafie them 
strook'e, I 

And streight of beastes they comely men be- 
Yet being men they did unmanly looke, [came; 
And stared ghastly ; some for inward shame, 
And some for wrath to sec their captive Dame: 
But one above the rest in spcciall [name. 
That had an hog beenc late, bight Gryllc by 
Kepyned grcath% and did him miscall 
That bad from hoggish fonne him brought to 
natiirall. 

0 

LXXXVII 

Saide Guyon ; ‘ See the mind of beastly man. 
That hath so soone forgot the excellence 
Of his creation, w'heii he life began, 

That now he chooseth w'ith vile difference 
To be a beast, and lacke intelligence!’ [kimlo 
To whom the Palmer thus: ‘The donghill 
Dclightes in filth and fim'lc incontinence: 

Let Gryll beGryll, and havchis hoggish mindc; 
But let tib hence depart whilcst ivetlier serves 
and winde.’ 
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THK TIIIRDE BOOKE 


THE FAEllIE QUEENE 


CONTAYNIXO TIIK l.hGKXD OF nUITOMAKTIS, OK OF CHASTITY. 


I It fall's me here to write of Chastity, 

( The fayrest vertue, far above the rest : 

1 Eor which what 11 cedes me fetch from Faery 
] Forreine ensamples it to have exiirest? 

I SSith it is shrined in my Soveraines brost, 

I And formd so lively in each |icrfcct part, 
'riiat to all Lailies, ‘which have it protest, 

! Need but behold the ponrtraict of her hart ; 
If pourtrayd it might bee by any living art. 


illerctp perforce. But, () dredd Soverayne! 

; 'riiiis far-lorth pardon, sith that choicest witt 
' Cannot your glorious ponrtraict figure playne, 
• , That I in colourd showes may shadow itt. 

And antique praises unto present persons fitt. 


But living art may not least part expresse, 
Nor life-resembling pcncill it can payiil : 

All were it Zeuxis <ir Praxiteles 


But if in living colours, and right hew. 

Thy selfc thou covet to see pictured. 

Who can it doe more lively, or more trew, 
Then that sweete verii^, with Nectar sprinck- 
In which a gracious servauni pictured [eled, 
llis Cynthiii^ his heavens fayrest light ? 
iTIiut w'ith his melting sweetnes ravished. 

And with the wonder of her l)eanics bright, 
llis diedale hand would fade and greatly fayntj^ My senccs lulled are iu slouibcr of delight. 

And her perfections with his emir t ynt; | 

Nc Poets w'itt, that passeth Painter farre y 

In picturing the parts of beauty daynl, . i 1 .1, 1 i-.- « . i 1 

So Lord a workoiansllip advonlurc .larro, ■ ^ T l a 

For fear, tbrouirh a-ant of wonK her exed- ^ , Impiid, 

1 *0 ^iig liis uiistressc priiv.se; ami let him 

lenco to inano. ,, . 

in No let bis favrest Cynthia refuse 


How then shall 1 , Apprentice to the skill 
That whilome in divinest wits did rayiie. 


In inirrours more then one her selfc to see ; 
But either (iloriana let her chuai 

a*- 1 a... 1 - • 


Presume so high to stretch mine humble (luill ? < )r in Belphoebc fashioned to bee ; [el 
Yet now myluckelcsse lottdothiuccoustraync In th’ one her rule, in th’ other ] 


[ehastitec. 
her rare 


CANTO I. , 

. Guyon eneountreth Britomart ; 

Fiijre Floriniell Is chaced : 

Buessaes traines and Malccas- 
tucs champions arc defaced. 

I Of the fairc Alma greatly were procur’d 

The famous Briton Prince and Faery knight. To make there lengcr sojourno and abode ; 
After long wayes and perilous paines endur’d, But when thereto they might not be allur’d, 
Having their weary limbes to perfect plight From seeking praise and deeds of armes abrode, 
Kestord, and sory wounds right well re- Thcycourteoiis conge tooke, and forth together 
cur’d, I yode. 
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But the captiv'd Acrasia he sent, 

Because uf traveill lonp;, a nighcr way, 

With a strong gard, all reskew to prevent, 

And her to Faerj' court safe to convay; 

That her fur witnes of his hard assay 
Unto his Faery Queenc he might present: 

But he him sclfc betooke another way. 

To make more triull of his hardiment, [went. 
And seek adventures as he with Prince Arthure 

« III 

Long so they travcilcd through M’astefull 
Avayes, [Avonne, 

Where datingeis dAvelt, and perils most did 
To hunt for glory and renoAvmed prayse. 

Full maiiy,Countreyes they did OA'errohne, 
From the uprising to the setting Sunne, 

And many hard adA'cuturcs did atchieve ; 

Of nil the AA’liicli they honour ca'ci* Avonne. 
Seeking the Aveake oppressed torclieA’e, [grieA’c. 
And to recover right for such as Avroiig did 

IV 

At last, as through an open plaiiie they yode. 
They spide a knight that toAvards pricked fayre ; 
And him beside an agipd Sciuire there roiie, 
That seemd to couch under his .shield three- 
square, 

As if that age badd him that burden spare, 
And yield it those that stouter could it wield, 
lie them espying gan him selfe prepare. 

And on his arme addressc his goodly shield 
That bore a Lion passant in a golden field. 

V 

Which seeing, good Sir Guyon deare besought 
The Prince of grace to let him ronne that tume. 
He graunted : then the Faery quickly raught 
His poynant speare, and sharply gan to spume 
llis fomy steed, whose fiery feete did burne 
The verdant ^ras as he thereon did tread ; • 

Xe did the otlier backe his foote returiie, 

But fiercely forAvard came Avithouteii dread, 
And bent his dreadful speare agairst the 
others head. 

VI • 

They beene ymett, and both theyr points 
arriv’d ; 

But Guyon droA'e so f urious and fell, [have ri v’d ; 
That B^md both shield and plate it would 
Xathelcsse it bore his foe not from his sell, 
But made him stagger, as he were not well : 
But Guyon selfe, ere well he was aware. 

Nigh a meares length behind his crouper fell ; 
Vet in hu fall so well him selfe he bare, 

I'hat mischievous mischsunce his life and 
limbs did spare. 


VII 

Great shame and sorrow of that fall he tooke ; 
For neA'er yet, sith Avarlike armes he bore 
And shivering speare in bloody field first shooke, 
lie fownd him selfe dishonored so sore. 

Ah ! gentlest knight, that ever armor bore, 

].«t not thee grieve dismounted to havf beene, 
And brought togrownd that never wast before; 
For not thy fault, but secret poAvre unseene: 
That siiearc enchaunted was AA'hich layd thee 
on the greene. 

A’lII 

But weenedst thou Avhat wight thee OA'er- 
thrcAV, 

Much greater griefe and shamcfuller regrett 
Fur thy hard fortune then thou AA’Oiddst 
refleAA', 

That of II single dain/ell thou wert melt 
On cqiiall ftlame, and there so hard bcselt : 
EA'eii the finnou!, Britomart it Avas, 

Wlioin straunge adventure did from Britayne 
sell 

To seeke her lover (love far sought alas !) 
Whose image shec had scene in Venus looking 
glas. 

IX 

Full of disdiiincfull wrath he fierce uprose 
Fur to reven^that fuAvle reprocliefull shame,* 
And snatching his bright sword began to 
close 

With her on foot, and stoutly forward came: 
Dye ratlier would he then endure that same. 
Which when hi.s Palmer saw, he gan to teare 
llis toAvard perill, and untOAvard blame, 

Which by that neAv rencounter iic should reare; 
For deatl: sate on the jioint of tliat enchaunted 
speare: 

X 

And hasting towards him gan fayre jicr- 
SAvade 

Xbt to provoke misfortune, nor to Aveenc 
His speares default to mend Ai'ith cruell blade; 
For by bis mightie Science he had seene 
The secrete vertue of that weapon kcene. 

That mortall puissauiicc mote not withstond. 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happy beene : 
Great hazard were it, and adventure fund. 

To loose long gotten honour with one evill 
honiL 

XI 

By such good meanes he him discounselled 
From prosecuting his revenging rage : 

And eke the Prince like treaty handeled. 

His wratlifull will with reason to aswage ; 
And laid the blame, not to his carriage. 

But to his starting steed that swarv’d asyde. 
And to the ill purveyauuoe of his page, 
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That had his furnitures not firmely tyde. 

So is his angry corage fayrly pocifyde. 

XII 

Thus reconcilement ivas betweene them knitt, 
Through goodly temperaunce and affection 
chaste ; 

And either vowd with all their power and witt 
To let not others honour lie defaste 
Of friend or foe, who ever it embaste ; 

Ne armes to beare against tlie others 83'de : 

In whirh accord the Prince was also plaste, 
And with tliat golden chaine of concord t^'de. 
So goodly all agreed they forth yfere did ryde. 


O! goodly usage of those antique tymes, 

In which the sword was servaunt unto right ; 
When not for malice and contentious crymes, 
But all for prayse, and proofe of manly might, 
The martiall brood accustomed to fight : 

Then honour was the meed of victory. 

And yet the vanquished had no despight. 

Let later age that noble use envy, 

Yyle rancor to avoid and cruel surquedry. 
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Long the}^ thus travelled in friendly wise, 
Through countreyes waste, and eke well 
edifyde, 

Seeking adventures hard, to exercise 
Their puissaunce, whylome full demly trv'de. 
At length they came Into a forest wyde^ 
Whose hideous horror and sad trembling soivnd 
Full griesly seemd: Therein they long did 
ryde. 

Vet tract of living creature none they fownd. 
Save Beares, Lyons, and Buis, which romM 
them arownd. 


All suddenly out of the thickest brush, 

Upon a milkwhite Palfrey all alone, 

A goodly Ijady did foreby them rush. 

Whose face did seemc as cleare as Christoll 
stone. 

And eke, through feare, as white os whales bone: 


All as a blazing stari’e doth farre outcast 
His hearie beames, and flaming lockcs dis« 
predd. 

At sight whereof the people stand aghast ; 

But the sage -wisard telles, as he has redd. 
That it im])ortunes death and dolefull dreiT- 
hedd. 

XVII 

So as they gazed after her a whyle, 

Lo ! where a griesly foster forth did rush. 
Breathing out beastly lust her to defyle : 

Ilis tj'reling Jade he fiersly forth dL push 
Through thickc and thin, l^th over bonck and 
bush, 

In hope her to attaine bj' hooke or crooke. 
That' from his gor^' sydes the blood did gush. 
Large were his litnbes, and terrible his looke. 
And in his clownish hand a sharp bore speare 
he shooke. 

XVIII 

Which outrage when those gentle knights 
did see, 

Full of great envy and fell gealosy 

They staj’d not to avise who first should bee. 

But all spurd after, fast as they mute fly. 

To reskew her from s^iamefull villany, * 

The Prince and Guyon equally bylive 
Her selfe pursewd, in hope to win thereby 
Most goodly meede, the fairest Dame alive : 
But after the fuule foster Tiinias did strive. 


The whiles fairc Britomart, whose constant 
mind 

Would not so lightly follow beauties chace, 

Ne reckt of Lodies Love, did stay behynd. 

And them aw'ayted there a certaine space, 

To weet if they would tume backe to that jdace ; 
But when she saw them gone she forward 
went, 1 

As lay her journey, through that pcrlous Pace, 
With stedfast corogc and stout hardiinent : 

Ne evil thing she feard, ne evill thing she ment. 


XX 


„ ^ I At last, as nigh out of the wood she came. 

Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold,! a stately Castle far away she spvde, 

And all her ste^ with tinsell trappings shone,: To which her steps directlv she tfid frame. 
Which fleddsofastthatnothing mote him hold. That Castle was most goodly edifyde, 
Andsewse Aemleasure gave her passing to And plaste for pleasure nigh 'that forrest sydei 

But faire before the gate a spatious playne. 
Mantled with greene, it selfe did spredden wyde. 
Still as she fledd her ^^e she backward threw. On which she saw six knights, that did dar- 
As fearing evill that poursewd her fast ; raiiie 

And her faire yellow locks liehind her flew, Fiers battaill against one with crudl might and 
lAosely disperst with puff of every blast : mayne. 
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XXI ^ 

Mainely they all attonce upon him laid, 

And sore beset on every side aroivnd, [maid, 
That nigh he breathles^ grew, yet nought dis- 
Ne ever to them yielded foot of grownd, 

All had he lost much blood through many a 
wownd, * I 

But stoutly dealt his blowes, and every way, 
To which he turned in liLs wrathfull stownd, 
Made them recoile, and fly from dredd deeai'. 
That none of all the six before him durst assay, 
p 

XX n 

Like dastard Curres tliat, having at a bay 
The salvage beast erabost in wearic chace. 
Dare not ailveniure on the stubbonic pn»% 

Ne byte befefte, but rome from place to ]dace 
To get a snatch when tunied is his face. 

In such distresBC and doubtfiill jeopardy 
When Britomart him saw, she ran apace 
Unto his rcskeAv, and with earnest cry 
Badd those same six forbeure that single enimy. 

XXIII 

But to her cry they list not lenden eare, 

Ne ought the more thei^ miglitie strokes sur- 
ccasse. 

But gathering him rowml aliout more neare, 
Their direfull rancour rather did encrcasse ; 
Till that she rushing through the thickest 
preasse 

Perforce disparted their compacted gyre. 

And soone compeld to hearken unto peace. 

Tho gan she mvldly of them to inquyre 
The cause of tlicirdissention and outrageous yrc. 

XXIV 

^Vhereto that single knight did answere frame : 

< These six would me enforce by oddes of might 
To chaunge m^ liefe, and love another Dame; 
That death me liefer were then such despiglit. 
So unto wrong to yield my w'rested right : 

For I love one, the truest one on grownd, 

Ne list me chauiige ; she th’ Errant Damzell 
hight; 

For whose dcare sake full many a bitter stownd 
1 have cndiird, and tasted 'many a bloody 
wownd.’ 

XXV 

'Certes,’(8aid she) ‘then beene ye sixe to blame. 
To weene your wrong by force tf> justify; 

For knight to leave his Lady were great shame 
That faithfull i<i, and better w’ere to dy. 

• All losse Ih lease, and lease the infamy. 

Then losse of love to him that loves but one : 
Ne may love be oompeld by mustery; 


For soone as maister^ comes sweet Love anone 
Taketh his nim'ble winges, and soone away is 
gone.’ 

XXVI 

Tlien spake one of those six ; ‘ There dwclleth 
Within thi-* castle wall a Lady fayre,_ There 
Whose sovcniine beaiitie hath no living ^re ; 
Thereto so bounteous and so debonayre, 

'Fhat never any mote with her compayre: 
i She hath ordamd this law, w'hich we aiiprove. 
That every knight which doth tliis way repayre, 
In case he have no Lady nor no love. 

Shall doe unto her seri'ice, never to remove : 

xxvii 

‘ But if^ie have a Lad}' or a Love, 

Then must he her forgtie with fowlo defame. 
Or els w'lth ns by dint of sword approve. 

That she is fairer then our fairest Dame; 

As did this knight, before ye hither came.* 

‘ Perdy,’ (said Britomart) ‘the choise is hard; 
But what reward had he that overcame ? ’ 

‘ lie should advaunced bee to high regard,’ 
(Said they) ‘ and have our Ladies love for his 
reward. 

XXV III 

‘Therefore arcad, Sir, if thou have a love-’ 
‘Love hath I sure,* ((|uoth she) ‘but Lady none ; 
Yet will I not fro mine owm love remove, 

Ne to your Lady will I service done. 

But wreake your wronges ivrought to this 
knight alone. 

And prove his cause.’ With that, her mortall 
speare 

She mightily aventred towards one. 

And downc him smot ere wellaivareheweare; 
Then to the next she rode^ and downe the next 
^ did bcare. 

XXIX 

•Ne ilid she stay till three on ground she layd 
That none of them himsclfe could rcare againe : 
The fourth was by that other knight dismayd. 
All w'ore he wearie of his former paine; 

That now there do but two of six remaine, 
Which two did yield before she did them smight. 
‘ Ah ! ’ (said she then) * now may ye all sec 
plaine, * [might, 

That truth is strong, and trow love most of 
That for his trusty servaunts doth so strongly 
fight.’ 

XXX 

‘ Too well we see,’ (saide they) ‘ and prove too 
well [might: 

Our faulty weakenes, and your matchlesso 
Forthy, faire Sir, yours be the Damozoll, 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth light, 
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And ive your liegemen faith unto 3'ou plight.* And wooed him her Paramoure to bee , 

So underneath her teet their swords they mard, Now making girlonds of each flowrc that grew, 


And, after, her besought, well as they might 
To enter in and reape the dew reward. 

She graunted; and then in they all together 
far’d. 

XXXI 

Long were it to describe the goodly frame, 
And stately port of Castle Joyeous, 

(For so that Castle hight by commuii name) 
Where they were enlcrtayiid witli courteous 
And comely glee of inariy gratioua 
Faire Latiies, and of many a gentle knight. 
Who, through a Chamber long and spacious, 
Eftsoones tlicni brought unto their Ladic.s 
sight. 

That of them deeped was the Lady Delight. 

XXXII 

Rnt for to tell the sumptuous aray 
Of that great chamber should be labour lost; 
For living Avit, 1 weene, cannot display 
The roiall riches and exceeding cost 
Of every pillour and of every post, * 

Which all of purest bullion framed were, [host; 
And with great pcrles and pretious stones cm- 
That the bright glister of their beaines clearc 
Did sparcklc forth great light, and glorious did 
appearc. 

XXXIII 

These stranger knights, through passing, 
forth w ere led 

Into an inner rowine, ivliose royal tee 
And rich purveyance might uncath be red; 
Mote Princes place be scernc so deckt to bee. 
Which stately manner Avhenas they did see. 
The image of superfluuus rioti/.e. 

Exceeding much the state of meane degree. 
They greatly wondred whence a<» sumptuous 
guize [devize. 

Might be maintaynd, and each gan diversoly 

xx.xiv 

The wals were round alMiut appareiled 
With costly clothes of Arras and of Toure ; 

In which with cunning hand ivas pourtrahed 
The love of Venus and her Paramoure, 

The fay re Adorns, turned to a tlowre; 

A^ worke of rare device and M'ondrous ivit. 
First did it shew the bitter balefull stowre. 
Which her essayd with many a fervent tit. 
When first her tender hart ivas ivith his bcautie 
emit. 

XXXV 

Then with what sleights and sweet allure- 
ments she 

Entyst the Rov, as well that art she knew, 


To cniwne his golden lockes with honour dew 
Now leading him into a secret shade [ vewj 
From his Beauperes, and fiom bright heavens 
Where him to sleepc she gently would per- 
swade, 

Or bathe him in a fountainc by some covert 
glade : 

XXX VI 

And whilst he slept she over him would spred 
Her mantle, colour'd like the stangf' skyes, 

And her soft armc lay underneath his hed. 

And with ambrosiull kisses bathe his eyes ; 
And whilst he bath'd with her two crafty spyes 
She secretly v;onld s(‘urch each daintie hm‘, 
Aiiu throw into the well sweet Rosemaryes, 
And fragrant violets, and Pannees trim ; 

And ever Avitli sweet Nectar she did sprinkle 
him. 

XXXA-'II 

So did she stealc his hecdelcssc hart away, 
And joyd his love in secret unespyde.* 

But for she saiv him bent to criieli play. 

To hunt the salvage beast in forrest ivydc, 
Dreadfull of daiingqp that mote him betyile, 
She oft and oft adviz’d him to refraine 
From chase of greater beastes, whose brutish 
pryde 

Slote breede him scath unAvares* but all in 
vniiie ; [ doth ordaine V 

For Avho can shun the chance that dcst’uy 

XXXVIIl 

Lo ! Avhere beyond he lyeth languishing, 
Deadly engorei of a great Avilde Bore ; 

And by his side the Goddesse gniveling 
Makes for him endlesse moiie, and evermore 
With her soft garment wipes away the gore 
Which staynes his snowy sj^ii Avith hateful] 
heAv: 

Rut, when she saw no helpe might him restore, 
Him to a dainty floAvre she did transmew. 
Which in that cloth Avas Avronght as if it liA'ely 
grew. 

XXXIX 

So AA'as that chamber clad in goodly wize : 
And niwnd about it many beds were dight. 

As Avhylomc was the antuiuc Avorldes guize. 
Some for untimely ease, some fur delight, 

As pleased them to use that use it might ; 
And all Avas full of Damzels and of Sqiiyrcs, 
Daiincing and reA’ehng both day and night, 
And SAvimming deepe in sensnall desyres ; 

And Cupid still emongost them kindled lustfull 
fyres. 
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And all the while eiveet Mnsickc did divide 
Her looser notes with Lydian harmony ; 

And all the while sweet birdes thereto applide 
Their daintie layes and dulcet melody, 

Ay caroling of love and jollity, 

That wonder was to heare their trim consort. 
Which when those knights beheld, with scome- 
full eye 

They sdeigned such lascivious disjiort, , 

And loath’d the loose demeanure of that wan- 
ton so^t. 

XLl 

Thence they were brought to that great 
Ladies vew, 

Whom they found sitting on a snmptuou^bed 
That glistred all with gold and glorious shew. 
As the proud Persian Queenes accustomed. 
She seemd a woman of ^at bouiitihed, 

And of rare beautic, saving that askaunce 
Her wanton eves, ill signes of womanhed, 

Did roll too ifghtly, and too often glaunce, 
Without rega^ of grace or comely amenaunce. 

XLII 

Long worke it were, and ncedlesse, to devize 
Their goodly entertainement and great glee. 
She caused them be led in courteous wize 
Into a bowre, disarmed for to be. 

And cheared well w'ith wine and spiccrce : 

The Kedcrossc Knight was soon disarmed 
there ; 

But the brave Mayd would not disarmed bee, 
But onely vented up her umbriere, 

And so did let her goodly visage to appere. 

xi.in 

As w'hen fayre Cynthia, in darkesome night, 
Is in a noyous doud enveloped, ^ight, 

Wiiere she may dnde the substance thin and 
Breakes forth silver beames and her bright 

Discovers to the world discomfited : 

Of the poore traveiler that went astray 
With thousand blessings she is heried. 

Such was the bcautie an<l the shining ray. 
With which fayre Britomart gave light' unto 
the day. 

XLIV 

And eke those six, which lately with her 
fought, 

Now were disannd, and did them selves present 
Unto her vew, and company unsought; 

For they all seemed courteous and gent, 

And all sixe brethren, borne of one parent, 
Which had them traynd in all oivilitee, 

And goodly taught to tilt and tumament : 
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Now were they liegmeu to this Ladie free, 
And her kniglits service ought, to hold of her 
in fee. 

xi.v 

The first of them by name Gardantb bight, 
A jolly person, hnd of cornel v vew ; 

The second was Parlant^ a bold knight ; i 
And next to him Jocante did ensew; 

Basciante did him selfe most courteous shew ; 
But fierce Bacchante seemd too fell and kecne ; 
And yett in annes Noctante greater grew : 

All were foire knights, and goodly well beseene; 
But to faire Britomart they all'but shadowes 
beene. 

XLVI 

For shec.p-as full of amiable grace 
And manly terror mixed therewithal! ; 

That as the one stird up affections bace. 

So th’ other did mens rash desires apall. 

And hold them backe that would in error fall : 
As hee that hath espide a vermeill Bose, 

To which sharp thornes and breres tlie way 
forstall, 

Dare not 'for dread his hardy hand expose, 

But wishing it far off his yille wish doth lose. 

XLVII 

Whom when the Lady saw so faire a wight. 
All ignorant of her contrary sex, 

(For slice her weend a fresh and lusty knight,) 
Shee greatly gan enamoured to w'cx 
And with value thoughts her falsed fancy vex : 
Her fickle hart conceived hasty fyre, 

Like sparkes of fire which fall iiisclender flex. 
That shortly brent into extreme de^re, 

And ransackt all her veincs with passion eutyre, 

XLVIII 

Efthoones shee grew to great impatience. 
And, into termes of open outrage brust, 
lliat plaine discovered her incontinence ; 

Ne reckt shee who her meaning did mistrust, 
For she was given all to flc'ihly lust, 

And poured forth in sensuall delight, 

That all regard of shame she had discust, 

And meet respect of honor putt to flight : 

So shamelesse beauty soone bee- -mes a loathly 
sight. 

X1.IX 

Faire Toadies, that to love captived arre, 

And chaste desires doe nourish in your mind. 
Let not her fault your sweeie affections marre, 
Ne blott the bounty of all womankind, [find: 
’Mongst thousands good one wanton Dame to 
Emon^t the Roses grow some wicked weeds : 
For this was nut to love, but lust, incliud; 
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For love does alwaics bring forth boiiiitccus 
deeds, 

And in each gentle hart desire of honor l)rccda. 


Xought so of love this loos(*r Dame did skill, 
But as a cole to kindle fleshly flame, 

Giving the bridle to her wanton will. 

And treading under foote her honest name : 
Such love is hate, and such desire is shame. 
Still did she rove at her with crafty glaunce 
Of her false eies, that at her hart did ayme, 
And told her meaning in her countenauiice ; 
But Britomart dissembled it with ignoraunce. 


Supjicr was shortly dight, and dowitc they satt; 

Where they were served with all siimfituous fare, 

Whiles friiitfull Ceres and Lyaeus fatt 
Pourd out their plenty without spight or spare. 

Nought wanted there that dainty was and rare. 

And aye the cups their bancks did overflow ; 

And aye betweene the cups she did prepare 
Way to her love, and secret darts did throw ; 

But Britomart would not such guilfull message 
know. 

LI I 

So, when they slaketl had the fervent heat 
Of appetite with moates of every sort, 

The liudy did faire Britomart entreat 
Her to disarmc, and with deliglitfull sport 
To loose lier warlike limbs and stning effort; 

But when shee mote not thereunto be wonne, . . , 

(For shet* her sexe under that straunge yiurpoit And the moist daughters of huge Atlas strove 
Did use lohide, and pluine apparaunce slioniie) into the Ocean deepc to drive their weary 
In playncr wise t»» tell her grievauiice shej 
begonne. 


The bird thai knowes not the false fowlers call, 
Into his hidden nett full casely doth fall. 

LV 

Forthy she would not in discourtcisc wise 
Scoriie tho faire offer of good will profest; 

For great rebuke it is love to despise, 

Or rudely sdeigne a gentle harts request. 

But with faire eounteuaunce, as beseemed best, 
Her entertaynd : nath'lcsse slice inly decnid 
Her love too light, to wooc a wandring guest , 
Which she miscxinstruing, therebv csteemd 
That from like inward lire that outward smoke 
had steemd. 

LVI 

Therewith a while she her flit fanc}' fedd, 
Tilt she mote winne fit time fos her desire ; 
But yet her wound still luwanl freshly bledd, 
And through her bones the false instilled lire 
Did spred it selfe, and venime close insiare. 
Tho were the tables taken all away ; 

And every knight, and every gentle Squire, 
Gan choose his Dame with Basciiaano gay, 
With whom he ment to make liis spurt and 
courtly play. 

LVII 

Some fell to duundl, some fel to hazardry, 
Some to make love, some to make mcryment, 
As diverse witts to diverse things apply ; 

And all the while faire Malecasta bent 
Her crafty cugiiis to her close intent. 

By this tir cternnll lam pes, wherewith high Jove 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe ys|)ent, 


drove. 

I. VIII 

High time it seemed then for everie wight 


And all attonce iliscovered her desire [griefe,;Them to betake unto their kindly rest : 
VJiii „.wi Eftesoones long waxen torches wereii light 


VVith sighes, and sobs, and plaints, and piteous 
The outward sparkes of her iiibuming lire; , 

Which spent in vainc, at last she told her 
briefe. 

That but if she did lend her short relicfe 
And doe her comfort, she mote algates dye: 

But the chaste damzell, that had never priefc 
Of such inalengiiiQ and fine forgerye. 

Did easely hcleevc her strong extfemitye. 

LIV 

Full easy was for her to have bcliefe, 

Who by self-feeling of her feeble sexe. 

And by long triall of the inward griefe 
Wherewith imperious love her hart did vexe, 

Gould judro what paines doe loving harts 
perplexc. 

WHO meancs no guile be guiled soonest shall, - r — 

And to faire semblaunce doth light faith annexe ilTbat was with gold and Ermines faire enve- 


Uuto their bowTes to guydenaevery guest. 
Tho, when the Britonesse saw all the rest 
Avoided quite, she gaii her selfe despuile, 

And safe committ to her soft fethcred nest , 
Wher through long watch, and late diiios 
weaay toile, [ quite nssoilc. 

She soundly slept, and carefiill thoughts did 


Now whenas all the world in silence deepe 
Yslirow'dcd was, and every mortall w'ight 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly sleepc ; 
Faire Malecasta, whose engrieved spriglit 
Could find no rest in such perplexed plight, 
Lightly arose out of her wearic bed, 

And, under the blacko vele of guilty Night, 
Her with a scarlott mantle covered [loped. 
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I.X ' LX IV 

Then panting softe. and trembling ever}' jopit, About their Larfye first they flockt arownd ; 
Her fearfull feete towards tlie bowre sheniov’d. Whom having laid in comfortable couch, 
Where she for secret pur])Ose did appoynt Shortly they reard out of her frosen swownd ; 
To lodge the warlike maide, unwisely loov’d; And aflerwardes they gan with fowle rcprocli 
And, to her bexi approching, first she proov'd To stirre up strife,' and troublous contecke 


Whether she slept or waktc : with her sotte hand 
She softely felt if any member inoov’d, 

And lent her wary care to understand 

If any pufTe ofbreathor signe of sence slice fond. 

, LXL 

Which wdicnos none she fond, ^vith easy shifte. 
For fearc least her unwares she should abrayd, 
Tir emhroder'd quilt she lightly up did lifte, 
And by her side her selfe she softly layd, ^ 

Of ever3’finestifingers touch afirayil; 

Ne any noise she made, ne word she spake, 
But inly sigh’d. At last the royall Mayd 
Out of her quiet slomber did awake, [take. 
And chaunged her weary side the better ease to 

LXir 

Wlicro feeling one close couched hv her side, 
She lightly lept out of her filed bedd, 

And to her weapon ran, in minde to gride 
The loathed leachour. Iftit the Dame, halfe 
dedd 

Through suddein feare and ghastly drerihedd. 
Did shrieke alowd, that througli the hous it 
rong, 

And the w'holc family, therewith adredd, 
Kashly out of their rouzexl couches sprung. 
And to the troubled chamber all in armes did 
throng. 

LXIIl 

And those sixe knights, that ladies Champions 
And eke the Kedcrosse knight ran to the stowmL 
llalfe armd and halfe unarmd, with them 
attons : 

Wliere when cor fusedly the3' came, they fownd 
Their lady lying on the sencelesse gniwnd : 
On thothcr side they saw the warlike Mayd 
A 1 in her snow-wdiite smocke, with locks uii- 
bownd, 

Threatning tlie point of her avenging blaed ; 
That with so troublous terror they were dl 
dismayd. 


! broch : 

Blit b}' ensample of the list dayes losf-c, ' 
None of them rashh' durst to her appioch, 

Ne in so glorious sfioile themselves eiiibosse : 
Her succourd eke the Champion of the blcwdy 
Crosse. 

* LXV 

But one of those sixe knights, Cardante bight, 
Drew out a deadlj'^ bow and ai row kecne, 
Which forth he sent, with fclonoiis des])ight 
And fell iment, agninst>the ^ irgin sheciie: 

The murtall steele stavd not till it was scene 
To gore her side ; y(‘t was the wound not dee)ic, 
But lighth' 1 ased her soft silken skin, 

That drops of pur])lc blood thereout did wcepe. 
Which did her lillj" smock with stainesof ver- 
meil steep. 

i^xvi 

Wherewith enrag’d she ficrcely^ at them flew, 
And with her flaming sword about her layd, 
'I'hat none of t hem foulc mischiefe could eschew. 
But with her dtcadfiill strokes were all di«- 
niayd : 

Here, theiv, and ever^’- wdicre, about her sw'ayd 
Her wrathfull steele, that none mote it ahvde; 
And eke the Itedcrusse knight gaw her g<K»d 
ayd. 

Ay joynirig foot to foot, and syde* to syde; 
That ill short space their foes tluy have cpiitc 
terrifi de. 

Lwn 

Thjj, when is all were put to shamofull flight. 
The noble Jiritomartis her ara\d, 

Aiiikher bright armea about her body dight. 
For nothing would she longer there Ixi stavd, 
Where so loose life, and so ungentle trade. 
Was usd of knightes and Ladies seeming gent : 
So oarel\', ere the grosse F«'iTthes gryesy shade 
Was all disperst out of the tinnainent. 

They tcH>kc their sU-eds, and forth upon their 
joiiriuy went. 
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The Redcrowe kniL'ht to Rritomart 
Descnlicf li Artegull : 

The \sonrirons niyrrliour, by which she 
In lo\e with him did fall. 


ITkrk have I cause in meajiist blame to fina, 
That in tlieir proper praise too partiall liee, 
Anti not indilicrcnt to woman kind, 

'I'o wlioni tio share in annes and chevalrec 
Tliev doe imyiart, no makcn memorfc 
Of their brave {^cstes and prowesse ma» tiall : 
Scarse do tliey spare to orw;, or two, or three, 
Kowmc in their writtes ; yet the same writing 
small [ glories all. 

Do(!fl all their deedes delaee, and dims their 


V • 

Thereat she sighing softly had no powre 
To speake a while, nc ready ansuerc make, 
Ihit with hart-thrilling throbs and bitterstowre, 
As if she had a fever (itt, did qu^kc, 

And every daintie limbe with horroiir shake ; 
And ever and anonc the rosy red 
Flasht through her face, as it had becne a flake 
Of lightning through bright hevon fiilmined: 
At last, thepasbioii past, she thus him answered. 


Ihit by moord of antique times I tindc ! 
Thatweinen wont in warres tobeare most sway, j 
And to all great exploites tliem selves inclind, 
Of which thev still the girlond bore away ; 
rill envious IVIeii, fearing their rules decay, 
Oaii I'ovne slroight lawes to curb their lilaTty: 
Yet sitii they warlike annes haA’e laide away, 
riicv ha\e exceld in artes and polliey, 
riiat now' we foolish men that piayse gin eke 
t’envy. 


VI 

‘ Faire Sir, I let you weete, that from the how re 
1 taken was fronf nourses tender pap, 

I have been trameil in warlike stowre, 

I To to.sscn speare and shield, and to allrap 
The warlike ryder to his most mishap ; 
Sithenee 1 loathed have my life to lead. 

As Ladies wont, in pleasures wanton lap. 

To linger the line needle and nyce thread. 

Me le\cr were wdth point of foemans s]H;arc be 
dead. 

vn 


in 

Of W'arlike piilssaunec in ages spent, 
lie thou, faire llritoniart, whose prayse I wryte; 
Hut of all wiscdoiu bee thou preeeilent, 

O soveraine (.^ueene ! wdiose prayse I w«u1d 
cnd;i te, 

Knditc I would os dewtie doth exeyte ; * • 

Hut ah ! my ryines too rude and rugged aiT^ 
When in so high an object they do lyte. 

Anil, striving tit to make, 1 feara, d()e marre : 
Tliy selfe thy prayses tell, and make them 
I noweiL farte. 

IV 

She, traveiliiig with (luyon, by the way 
Of sundry thinges faire pur}Kise gan to find, 
'I’abridg tlicir journey long, and lingring day ; 
Mungst which it fell into that Fairies mind* 
To aske this llriton Maid, what uncouth wind 
Brought her into those partes, and what inquest 
Made her dissemble her disguised kind? 

Faire l^ly she him seemd, like Lady drest. 
But fairest knight alive, when armed was her 
Itrest. 


I ‘ All my delight on deedes of armes is sett, 
To hunt out perillcs and adventures hard. 

By sea, by land, where so tliey may be inett, 
Oncly for honour and for high regarii. 

Without respect of rieliesse or rew'urd : 

For such intent into these partes 1 came, 
Withouten coinpasse or withoiiten card. 

Far fro my native soylc, tliat is by name 
The greater Brytayne, here to seek for praise 
and fame. 

• VIII 

* Fame blazed hath, that here in Faery lond 
Doe many famous kniglitcs and I.adies woiine, 
And many straunge adventures to bee fond. 

Of which great worth and worship may be 
wonne ; 

Which to prove, I this voyage have begomic. 
But mote I weet of you, right courteous 
knight, 

Tydings of one that hath unto me doniio 
Late foule dishonour and reprochfull spight, 
The which 1 seeke to wreake, and Arthegnll 
he hight.’ 
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IX 

The worde gone out she backc againe would 
As her repenting so to have missayd, [call, 
But that he, it uptaking ere the fall, 

Her shortly answered : ‘Faire martiall Mayd, 
Gertes ye misavised beene t’ upbrayd 
A gentle knigut with so unknighdy blame ; 
For, weet ye well, of all that ever playd 
At tilt or tourney, or like warlike game. 

The noble Arthegall hath ever borne tlie name. 

f 

X 

‘Forthy great wonder wore it, if such shame 
Should ever enter in hw bounteous thought, 

Or ever doe that mote deserven blame : ^ 

The noble corage never weeneth ought 
That may unworthy of it selfe be thought 
Therefore, faire Damzell, be ye well aware, 
Least that too farre yehave your sorrow sought : 
You and your countrcy both I wish welfare, 
And honour both ; for each of other worthy 
are.’ 

XI 

The royall Maid woxe inly wondrous glatl, 
To heare her Love so hi^ly magnifydc ; 

And joyd that ever she ^xed had 
Her hart on knight so goodly glorifyde. 

How ever llnely she it faind to hydc. 

The loving mother, that nine monethes did 
beare 

In the deare closett of her painefull syde 
Her tender babe, it seeing safe appearc, 

Doth not so much rejoycc as she rejoyced 
theare. 

XII 

But to occasion him to further talkc. 

To feed her humor with his pleasing style, 

Her list in stiyfull termes with him to balke, 
And thus replj^e : ‘ How ever, Sir, ye fyle 
Your courteousTOngue his prayses to compyle. 
It ill beseemes a knight of gentle sort. 

Such as ye have him boasted, to beguylc 
A simple maide, and worke so hainous tort, 

111 shame of knighthood, as I largely can 
report. 

XIII 

‘ Let bee therefore my vengeaunce to disswade, 
And read where I that ikytour false may find.’ 
‘ Ah ! but if reason faire might you perswade 
To slake your wrath, and mollify your mind ’ 
^aid he)^ perhaps ^e should it better find : 
For hardie thing it is, to weene by might 
Tliat man to hard conditions to bind, 

Or ever hope to match in eqiiall fight, 

• Whose pntwesse paragone saw never living 
wight 


. XIV 

* Ne soothlich is it easie for to read 
Where now on earth, or how, he may be fownd ; 
For he ne wonneth in one certcine stead. 

But restlesse wfdketh all the world aroAvnd, 

Ay doing tliinges that to his fame redqwnd. 
Defending Ladies cause and Orphans rig)pt, 
Whereso he heares that any doth confownd 
Them comfortlesse through tyranny or might ; 
So is his Boveraine honour raisde t^o hcvens 
bight.’ 

XV 

His feeling wordes her feeble sence much 
Andsoftly sunck into her molten hart : [ pleased, 
Hart that is inly hurt is greatly cased 
With hope of thing that may allcgge his 
smart; 

For pleasing wordes are like to Magick art. 
That doth the charmed Snake in slombcr lay. 
Such secrete ease felt gentle Britomart, 

Yet list the same efforce witli faind gainesay ; 
So dischord ofte in Musick makes the siveerer 
lay 

XVI 

And sayd ; ‘ Sir knight, these ydle termes 
forbeare ; 

And, sith it is uneath to finde his haunt, 

Tell me some markes by which he may ap- 
If chaunce I him encounter paravaunt ; [peare, 
Fur perdy one shall other slay, or daunt : 

What shape, what shield, what armes, what 
steed, what stedd, 

And what so else his person most may vaunt ? ’ 
All which thcKedcrosse knight to point aredd. 
And him in everio part before her fashioned. 

XVII 

Yet him in everie part before she knew. 
However list her now her knowledge fa^mo, 
Sith him whylome in Britayne she did vew. 
To W revealed in a mirrhour playne ; 
Whereof did grow her first engrafled pajmc. 
Whose root and stalke so bitter yet did taste. 
That but the fruit more sweetnes did contayno. 
Her wretched dayes in dolour she mote waste. 
And yield the pray of love to lothsome death 
at last. 

XVIII 

By straunge occasion she did him behold. 
And much more straungely gan to love his 
sight. 

As it in bookes hath written beene of old. 

In Deheubarth, that now South-wales is hight. 
What time king Ryence zaign’d and deale<i 
right. 

The {^at Magitien Merlin had deviz’d. 

By his deepe science and hell-dreaded might, 
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A looking glasse, right Avondrously aguix'd, jSu thought this Mayd (as mnydens use tc 


Whose vertues through the wyde worlde soone 
were solemnizM. 


It vertuc had to shew in perfect sight 
Whatever thing was in the world conta^nd, 
Betwixt the lowest earth and hevens higlit. 

So that it to the looker appertaynd : 

Whatever foe had wrought, or trend had faynd, 
Therein discovered was, ne ought mote pas, 

Ne ought ill secret from the same 'remay nd ; 
Fortliy it round and hollow shaped was, 

Like to thci\orld itsclfe, and seemd a world 
of glus. 

XX 

Who wonders not, that reades so wonderous 
worke ? 

But who does wonder, that has red the Towie 
Wherein th’ Aegypdan Phao long did lurke 
From all mens vew, that none might her dis- 
coure. 

Yet she might all men vew out of her bowre? 
(ireat Ptolonuec it for his lemans s&ke 
Ybuildcd all of glossc, by Magicke pownre, 

And also it impregnable did make ; [brake. 
Yet when his love was false he with a pcaze it 

XXI 

Such was the glassy globe that Merlin made, 
And gave unto king liyence for his gatd, 

That never foes liis kingdoms might invade, 
Bnt he it knew at home before he hard 
Tydings thereof, and so them still debar’d. 

It was a famous Present for a Prince, 

And wortliy worke of infinite reward, 

That treasons could bewray, and foes convince: 
Happy this Bealme, hod it remayned ever 
since ! • 

xxii • 

One day it fortuned fayre Britomari 
Into her fathers closet to repayre ; 

For nothing he from her iesen’’d apart, 

Being his onely daughter and his hayre ; 
Where when she Imd espyde that mirrhour 
fayre, 

Her sclfe awhilb therein she vewd in vaine : 
Tho, her avizing of the vertues rare 
Whicli thereof spoken were, she gan againc 
Her to bethinke of that mote to her selfe per- 


done) 

Whom fortune for her husband would allot : 

I Not that she lusted after any one, 

{For she was pure from blame of sinfull blott; 
Yet wist her life at lost must lincke in that 
same knot. 

XXIV 


XXIII 

But as it falleth, in the gentlest harts 
Imperious Love hatli highest set his throne, 
And tyrannizeth in the bitter smarts 
Df them that to him buxome are and prone : 


Eftsoones there was presented to her eye 
A comely knight, all arm'd in corn plot o wize. 
Through u hose liright ventayle, lifted up on 
His manly face, that did his foesfigrize, f liye. 
And fitinds to terines i>f gentle truce ciitize, 
Lookt foorth, as Phmhus face out of the east 
Betwixt two shady mouiitaynes doth arize : 
Portly his frerson was, and iniieh increast 
Through Iris lleroickc grace •and Jioiiorable 
gest. 

XXV 

Hiscrcstwas covered with acouchant Hownd, 
And all his armour seemd of antitpie mould. 
But wondrous massy and assured sownd, 

And round about yfretted all with gold, 

In which there written was, with cy])hres old, 
Achilles armes^ which Arthegall did wm : 

And on his shield enveloped sevenfold 
He bore a erowned^ittle Ermclin, 

That deekt the azure field with her fayre 
pouldred skin. 

XXVI 

The Damzell well did vew his Personage 
And liked w'cll, ne further fastned not. 

But went her way ; ne her unguilty age 
Did weene, unwares, that her unlucky lot 
Lay hidden in the bottome of the pot. 

Of hurt unwist most daunger doth redound ; 
But the false Archer, which that arrow shot 
So slyly that she did not feele the wound. 

Did smyle full smoothly at her iveetlesse w'o- 
full stound. 

XXVII • 

Thenceforth the fether in her lofty crest, 
Bulled of love, gan lowly to availe ; 

And her prowd portaunce and her princely gest, 
With which she earst tryumphed, now did 
quBile: 

Sad, solemne, sowre, and full of fancies frailc, 
Slic woxe ; yet wist she nether how, nor why. 
She wist not, silly Mayd, ivhat she did aile, 
Vet wist she w’as not ■well at ease perdy ; 

Yet thought it was not love, but some melan- 
choly. 

XXI'III 

So soone as Night had with her pallid hew 
Defaste the beautie of the shyning skye, 

And refte from men the worldes desir^ vew. 
She with her Nourse adowne to sleepe did lye ; 
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But sleepe full far away from her did : 

In stead (hereof sad sillies and sorrowes deepe 
Kept watch and ward about her warily, 

That nought she did but w’avle, and often 
stoepe ‘*^‘1 wcefjc. 

Her dainty couch with tenres which closely 

XXIX 

And if that any drop of slomhring rest 
Bid channel to still into lier weary spright. 
When feeble nature felt her selfe opjji-est, 
Strcight-w'aj(' wdth dreaines, and Avitli fnntas- 
tick sight 

Of drca<lfull things, the same was put to flight ; 
Tliat oil out of her ImuI she did astart, 

As one with vew of ghastly feends affright: 
Tlio gan she to* renew her former Hiiiarl, [hart. 
And ihiiike of that fayre visage w’ritteii in her 


XXX 

One night, when she Avas tost Avith such un- 
rest, f hight, 

JTer aged Nourse, Avhose name Avas Olaiice 
Feeling her leape out of her loathed nest, 
BetAvixt her feeble annes her qniekly height. 
And downc againeher in lifer Avarme bed (light : 
‘ Ah ! iny deare daughter, ah ! my deanwt 
dread, 

What uncouth lit,’ (sayd she) ‘ what evill plight 
Hath thee opprest, and Avilh sad drearA head 
Chaunged thy lively che^irc, and living made 
thee dead ? 

XXXI 

‘For not of nought these suddein ghastly 
All night afflict thy naturall repose ; [ fcares 

And all the day, Av'hen as thine equall pearcs 
Tlieir tit disports with faire delight doe chose. 
Thou in dull comers doest thy selfe inclose ; 
Ne tastest Princes pleasures, lie doest spred 
Abroad thy fres^i youths fayrest fioAvre, but 
lose 

Both leafe and fruite. both too untimely shed. 
As one in Avilfull bale for cA'cr buried. 

XXXII * 

‘The time that mortall men their weary cares 
Do lay aAva^’, and all AAilde beastes do rest, 
And CA'ery rmsr eke his course forbearus. 

Then doth this wicked evill thee infest. 

And riA-c Avith thousand throbs tliy thrilled 
brest: 

Like an huge Aetn* of deepe engulfed gryef^ 
SorroAv is heaped in thy hollow chest, [ryfe, 
Whence foorth it I reakes in sighes and anguish 
As smoke and sulphure mingled with confused 
stryfe. 


. XXXIII 

‘ Ay me ! how much I fearo least love it bee ! 
But if that love it be, as sure 1 mad 
Ba' knowen signes and passions Avliicli I sec, 
Be it Avorthy of thy race and royall sead, 

Then 1 avoAv, by this most sacml head 
Of my dearc foster childe, to case thj gric^ 
And win thy Avill : Therefore away doe dread : 
For death imr daungcr from thy dew relicfe 
Shall me debarre : tell me therefore, my liefest 
liefe !’ 

xxxiv 

So haAung sayd, her tAvixt her annes lAA'aine 
Slice streiglitly straynd, and colled lendcrlA ; 
And CA’^ory trembling joy nt and eA’cry vaiiie 
Shee feoftiy^elt, and rubbed bu'-ih, 

To doe the froseiicohl aiAay 1«» fly ; 

And her faire deawy eies Avith Uisses dearc 
Slits; ofle did bathe, and ofte againe did dry ; 
And cA'er her iniportiind not to feare 
To let the secret of her hart to her appeure. 

xxw 

The Dam'/cll pauzd ; and then thus fearfully; 
‘Ah! Nurse, Avhat needeth thee to eke my 
Is not enough that I alone doc dye, [payne 
But it must doubled bee AA'ith death of tAA\‘iine V 
Foriioiightforme Imt death there doth reinaine.’ 
*0 daughter dcarel’ (said she) ‘dcspeire no 

AA'hit ; 

For ncA'cr sore but might a sah'e obtnine: 
That blinded God, AA'hich hath ye blindly smit. 
Another arroAv hath your lovers hart to hit.’ 

XVXVI 

‘ But mine is not ’ ((piotli she) ‘ like other 

AVOAATUl ; 

For which no reason can finde remedy.’ 

‘Was ncA'cr uich, but mote the like be foAA'iid,’ 
(Saiifshe) ‘and though no reason may apjdy 
Salv9 to your sore, yet love can higher stye' 
Then reasons reach, and oft hath AA'ondcrs 
donne,’ 

‘ But neither God of Ioa'o nor God of skye 
Can doe ’ (said she) ‘ that AA'hich caiinot be 
donne.’ [ore begonne. 

‘Things ofte impossible ’ (quoth she) ‘seciiie, 

xwvii 

‘These idle Avordes’ (said she) ‘doc nought 
asAvage [breed : 

My stubboriie smart, hut more aiinoiaunee 
For no, no usuall lire, no usuall rage 
Yt is, O Nourse ! which on my life doth feed, 
And siK'ks the blood which from my hart doth 
bleed : 

But since thy fnitlifiil zele lets mo not, hyde 
My crime, (if crime it be) 1 Avill it reed. 




CANl'O II.] 


TttE EAEKIE QOEENE. 


167 


Nor rriiice nor ptn-e it is, whose love hath gryde 
My feeble brest of late, and launched this 
-wound wyde. 


xxxvm 

< Nor man it is, nor other living wight, 

For tlien .s<iine hope I might unto me draw; 

Ibit th' only shade and semblant of a knight, 
Whose shajje or peraoii yet 1 never saw, 

Hath me subjected to loves eruell law : 

The same one day, as me misfortune le<l, 

1 ill my fathers wondrous mirrhour saw. 

And, pleasetl with that seeming goodly-hed, 
rnwares the hidden hooke with baitc I swal- 
lowed. 

XXXIX 

‘Siihens it hath inlixed faster htfd 
Within my bleeding bow’clls, and so sore 
Now raiiekleth in this same trade fleshly mould. 
That all myentraile-s flow with poisnous gore, 
And th’ ulcer groweth daily more and more; 
Nc can my roniiing sore finde remedee, 

Otbei then my hard fortune to deplore, 

And languishj as the leafe fain frojn the tree. 
Till death make one end of my dales and 
miseree !’ 

XL 

‘ Daughter,’ (said she) ‘ what need ye be dis- 
may d ? 

Or u hy make ye such Monster of your minde? 
Of much more uncouth thing 1 was af&ayd. 
Of filthy lust, contrary unto kinde ; 
lint this affection nothing straunge I finde ; 
For wdio with reason can you aye reprove 
'i'o love the scmblauut pleasing most your 
minde, [move ? 

And yield your heart wdieiuHi yc cannot re- 
No guilt ill you, but in the tyranny of love. 

XLI • 

‘ Not so tlT Arabian Myrrhc did set hei; mynd. 
Nor so did lliblis spend her pining hart; * 

Hut lov’d their native flesh against al kynd. 
And to their pur|^iose used wicked art : 

Yet playd Pasiphad a more monstrous part. 
That lov’d a Hul, and leariid a beast to bee. 
Such shamefull lustes who loaths not, which 
depart • 

From course of nature and of modestee? 
Swede love such Icwdiies bauds from his fairc 
coinpanec. 

XLTI 

‘ But thine., my Deare, (welfare thy heart, my 
dearu !) 

Though straunge beginning had, yet fixed is 
On one that worthy may perhaps appeare ; 
And certes seeincs bestowed not amis : 


.Joy thereof have thou and cternall bhs ! ’ 

With that, upleaning on her elbow wcake, 

Her alablaster brest she soft did kis, [({uake, 
Which all^that while shoe felt to pant and 
As it on ICarth-quake were : at last she thus 
bespake. 

XLIII 

* Bddamc, your words doe ivorkc me litle ease ; 
For though my love be not so lewdlv bent 
As those ye blame, yet may it nougiit. appease 
Mj* raging smart, ne ought my flame relent. 
But rather doth my helpelessc gnefe augment ; 
For they, how ever shamefull and unkindc, 
Yet did possesse their horrible intent ; 

Short end of sorrowes they therby did finde ; 
So was their fortune good, though wicked were 
• their minde. 


‘ But Avicked fortune mine, though minde be 
good, 

Can have no onde nor hope of my desire. 

But feed on shadoAves whiles I die for food. 
And like a shadowe w'cxe, whiles Aivdth entire 
Affection J doe languish and expire. 

I, fonder then Cephisus foolish chyld. 

Who, having A'cwed in a fountaine .sherc 
His face, was witff the loA^e thereof bcguyld ; 

1, fonder, loA'e a shade, the body far exyld.’ 

XLV 

‘Nought like,’ (quoth slice) ‘for that same 
wretched boy 

Was of him selfe the ydle Paramoure, 

Both loA'c and lo\cr, without hojie of Joy, 

For Avhich he faded to a Avatry fiowre : 

But better fortune thine, and better howre, 
Which lov’st the shadow of a warlike knight ; 
No shadoAV but a body hath in powre : 

That body, wheresoeArer that it light, [might. 
May learned be by cA'phers, or by Magickc 
• 

XLA'I 

‘ But if thou maA’’ with reason yet rc[iressc 
The groAviiig evill, ere it strength have gott. 
And thcf abaiidond Avholy do possesse, 
Against it strongly striA'c, and yield thee nott 
Til thou in open ficldc adoAvne be smott : 

But if the passion mayster thy fraile might, 
So that ne^s love or death must bee thy loti. 
Then, I avoAv to thee, by wrong or right 
To compos thy desire, and find that loved 
knight.’’ 

XI.A’II 

Her chearefull words much cheard the feeble 
spright 

Of the sicke virgin, that her downe she layd 
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In her wannc bed to sl<’!e]>c, if that she might ; And round about the Pots mouth bound the 


And the old-n'oinan carefully displuyd 
The clothes about her round'with busy ayd ; 
So that at last a litle creeping sleepe 


thread; 

And, after having whispered n s|i^c 
Certein sad words with hollow voice nndbace, 


Surprisd her scncc’. Shee, therewith well apayd, i Shee to the virgin sayd, thrise sayd she itt ; 
The dronkeu lamp down in the 1 did steepe, { ‘ Come daughter, coinc ; come, spit upon my 


And sett her by to ivatch, and sett her by to 
wec'iie. 

XLVIII 

Karcly, the morrow next, before that day 
llis joyous face did to the world i-evele, 

'J’hey both uprose and tookc their ready way 
Cnt'o the ('liiRch, their praiers to appcle 
With great devotion, and with little zele: 

Fur the faire Damzcl from the holy lierse 
Jler ]o> c-sickchart to other t houghts did stcalc 


face ; 

iSpitt thrise upon me, thrise ii|)on me epitt 1 
iTh’ uneven nomber for this busiiies is most 
litt.’ 


' Tliat sayd, her rownd about slie from her tiirnd, 
She turned her contrary to the Suiiiie; 

IThrise she her tumd contrary, and rcturnd 
All contrary ; for she the right did shunne; 


And that old Dame sai<l many an idle verso, ' Y I*"*' 


jviHi iiiat oin Jiame sani many uii luio verso, „ 7, , ' k, . ■ , i , ^ i 

Out of lior daurfitcra l«it foiid fancier to re- IhouKlit She to .imloe her .la.iKhte™ love; 

® But love, that is in gentle brest begonne, 

No ydle ebarmes so Tightly may remove; 
That w'cll can witnesse who by tryall it dues 
prove. 


XMX 

Betounicd home, the royall Infant fell 
Into her former litt ; for-why no powre 
Nor guidaiince of hersclfc in her did dwell : 
But th' aged Notiniie, her calling to her bowre, 


No ought it mote the noble Mayd avavle. 


■ » % t — . ^ — % % ■ X\» JIIULV IIIC (iVcIVIL's 

Had gathered Kcw. and Savmo. and the llowre ; Ne slake the liirv of her cruel I tiaine, f n avlc, 
Of Caraphora, and Cahmunt, and Dill; liu,t that shee still did wn^te, and still ‘did 
All which she in a earthen i*ot did poure. 


And to the brim with Goltwood did it till, 

And manv drops of milk and blood througli it 
did spill. 

L 


That, through long lauguoiir and hart>bunnng 
brume, 

She shortly like a pyned gliost became 
Which long hath niiilud by the Stygian strond. 
That when old Glauee saw", for fearo least blame 


Then, taking thrise three hearesfrom off her jOf her miscarriage should in her be fond, 

hml, jShe wist not how t'amend, nor how it to witli- 

Tlv.m trebly breaded in a Ihrecfold stoiid. 


CANTO III.* 

Merlin lx*\vmyeR to Bi^tnmart 
The state of Artliegall ; 

And sheu’s the famous Pro^-nv, 
^Vllich from them springcu shall. 


* % 

Most sacred fyre, that burnest mightily 
In living brests, ykindled first above 
Emongst th’ eternall spheres and lamping sky, 
Aud thence pourd into men, Avhich men cml 
Love ! ^ [ move 

Not that same, ’which doth base nfiectiuns 
In brutish inindes, and filthy lust inllame. 

But that sweete fit that doth true benutie love, 
And cbosoth vertue for his dearest Dame, 
Whence spring all noble deedcs aud never 
• dying fame : 


II 

Well did Antiquity a God thee decine, 

That over luortall miiides hast f^o great might. 
To order them ns best to thee doth scenic, 

And all their actions to direct aright : 

The fntall purpose of divine foresight 
Thou doest cfiect in destined descents, 
Through deepe impression of thy secret 
might. 

And stirredst np th’ Heroics high intents, 
j Which the late world ndmyres for wondrous 
I moniments. 
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III 

Hut thy dredd dartps in nohc doe triumph 
inoi'e, 

Ne braver proofe in any of thy powre 
Shewd'st thou, then in this royal! Maid of yore, 
Making her seckc an unknowiie Paramoure, 
From the worlds end, through many a bitter 
stowre : [ rayae 

From whose two loyncs thou aftcrwardes ’did 
Most famous fruitcs of matrimoiiiall bowre, 
Which through the earth have spredd their 
living prayse, 

That fame in trorap of gold eternally displayes. 

IV 


That of no li%'ing wight he mote be found, 
When so he counseld with his sprights encuin' 
post round. 

VI ri 

And, if thou ever hapixsn that same -way 
To traveill, go to see tliat dreadful jdace. 

It is an hideous hollow cave (they say) 

Under a Pock that lyes a litle space 
From the swift Barry, tombling dowiie apace 
Kiuongst the woody hillea of Dynevowre: 

But dare thou not,*l charge, in anj' cace 
To enter into that same halcfull Howrp, 

For feaie theciucJl Fcpiides should llice un- 
wares de\ouiv: 


Begin then, O my dearest sacred J^ame ! 
Daughter of Pluebus and of Memor^-e, 

That doest ennoble with immoriall name 
The warlike Worthies, from antiquitye, 

In thy groat volume of Ktcmitye : 

Begin, O Clio ! and recount from hence 
My glorious Soveraines goodly auncestryc, 

Till that by dew degrees, and long prote’nsc, 
Thou have it lastly brought uuto her Excellence. 

V 

Full manv wayes wdthin her troubled mind 
Old Glauce cast to cure this Ladies griefe; 

Full many W'aics she sought, but none could find, 
Nor horb’es, nor charmes, nor counsel, that is 
chiefe 

And choicest mcd’cinc for sick harts rcliefe : 
Forthy great care she tooke, and greater feare, 
Least’that it should her tume to fowle repriefc 
And sore reproeb, when so her father dcarc 
Should of his dearest daughters hard misfortune 
heare. 

VI 

At last she her avisde, that he which made 
That mirrhour, wherein the sicke Daniosell 
So straungely vewed her straunge lovers sffadc. 
To w'eet, the* learned Merlin, wSl could tejl 
Under ivhat coast of heaven the man did dwell, 
And by what means his love might best be 
wrought : 

For, though beyond the Africk Ismael 
Or th’ Indian Peru he were, she thought 
Him forth through infinite endevour to have 
sought. • 

VII 

Forthwith them selves disguising both in 
straunge 

And base atyre, that none might them bewray, 
To Maridunum, that is now by chaunge [way: 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their 
There the wise Merlin whylome wont (they say) 
To make his w'onne, low' underneath the ground. 
In a deejie delve, farre from the vew of day, 


IX 

Bi 4 standing high aloltlow lay thine cure. 
And there such ghastly iioysc of yron chaines 
And brasen Cnudrons thou slmlt rumbling 
heare, [ paines 

Which thousand sprighta with long enduring 
Doc tosse, thatitw'ill stonn thy feeble braincs; 
And oftenrimes great gron^, and grievous 
stowuds, [ straincs. 

When too huge toile and labour them con- 
And oftentimes loud strokes and ringing 
sow'udcs [rebow'jules. 

From under that ueepe Pock most horribly 


X 

Tlie cause, some say, is this: A litle whyle 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend 
A brasen w-all in compas to compyle 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend 
Unto these Sprights to bring to perfect end ; 
During w'hich worke the Lady of the Lake, 
Whom long he lov'd, for him ’in hast did send ; 
Who, thereby furst his workemen to forsake, 
Them bownd till his rctoumc their labour not 
to slake. 

XI 

In the meane time, through that false Ladies 
trainc 

He was surprisd, and buried under bcarc, 

Nc ever to his worke retunid againc : 
Nath’lcsse .those feends may iiot their w'ork 
forbeare, 

So greatly his commandement they feare, 

But there doe toylc and travcile day and night. 
Uiitill that brasen wall they up doe rcare ; 

For Merlin had in Magick mure insight 
Then ever him before, or after, living wdgbt: 

XII 

For he by wordes could call out of the sky 
Both Sunne and Moonc, and make them him 
obay; 
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The Land to soa, and sea to inainelniid dry, 
And darksom night he ckc eould luTiiotoday: 
Huge hostes of men lie could alone di.stnuy, 
And hosles of men of meanest thinges <‘onld 
When so him list his eniinies to fray ; I frame, 
That to this day, for terror of his fame. 

The feends do quake ivheii any him to them 
does name. 

XTTT 

And, sooth, men say tliat he was not the .soiine 
Of mortall Syre or other living wight, 
lint wondrot'sly begotten, and begonne 
By false ilhision of a guilefiill Spright 
On a faire Lady Noiine, that whilome hight 
Alalilda, daughter to Pubidius, 

AV^lio was the lord of Mathraval b}’ right. 

And eoosen unto king Ambrosius; 

Whence he indued was with skill somcrvcilous. 

XIV 

They, here arriving, staid awhile without, 

Ne durst adv^enturc rashly in to wend, 

But of their first iiiU'ut gan make new dout. 
For dread of dauiiger wliieh it might ])orteml; 
Untill the hardy Mayd (with love to trend) 
First entering, the dreadfttll Mage there fowud 
Deepe busied bout worke of wondrous end, 
And writing struunge cliaracters in thegrownd. 
With which the stubbonic fccudcs he to Ins 
service bownd. 

XV 

lie nought was moved at their eiilrauiicc 
bold, 

For of iheir comming well be wist afore ; 

Vet list them bid their busine<«?c to unfold, 

As il ought in this world in secrete store 
AVere from him hidden, or unknoAvue of yore. 
Then Glance thus : ‘ Let not it thee offend. 
That we thus rashly through thy darksom 
dore ^ 

Unwares have prest ; for cither fatall end, 

Or other mightie cause, us two did hither 
send.' 

XVI 

lie bad tell on ; And then she thiAs began. 
‘Now have three Mooncs with borrowd bro- 
thers light f wan, 

Thrisc shined faire, and thrise seemd dim and 
Sith a sore evill, which this virgin bright 
Tormenteth and doth ])loiigc in dolefull plight,! 
First rooting tooke ; but what thing it mote 
bee, 

Or whence it sprong, I can not read aright : 

But this I rea'l, that, but if remedec 

Thou her afford, full shortly 1 her dead shall 


XVII 

Therewith th’ Enchaiinlor gan to smylc 
At her smooth spooches, weeting inly well 
That she to him dissembled womanish giiyle. 
And to her said : ‘ Beldame, by that ye tell 
’More newleof leach-craft e hath your Damozell, 
Then of my skill : who helpe may have ylse- 
where, 

In vaine scekes wonders out of Magick spell.’ 
i'h’ old woman wox half blanck those wordes 
to heare, 

And yet was loth to let her pin pose plaiiie 
appoarc ; 

XVIII 

And to him said : ‘ Yf any leaches skill, 

Or other learned meanes, could have redrest 
I’liis inv ifeape daughters deepe engraffed ill, 
Gertes t should he loth thee to molest; 

But this sad evill, nhn h iloth her infest, 

Doth course of natural! eanw* farre exceed, 
And housed is w'itliin her Jiollow brest, 

That pit her si‘i‘mes some cursed witches deed, 
Or cviJl snright, that in her doth such torment 
breed.’ 

XIX 

The wisard could no longer heare her bord, 
But, brustmg forth in laughter, to her sayd: 
‘Glauee, what needcs this eoloiirahle woid 
To elokc the cause that hatli it selfe bewrayd V 
Nc ye, fayre Britomartis, thus arayd, 

More Indden are iJieii Snnne in cloudy vele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, liaving fate obayd, 
Hath hither brought for succour to appcle; 
The wdiieh the powres to thee arc ])lease(l to 
revele.’ 

XX 

The doubtfiill Mayd, seeing her selfe de.'f- 
Was^all ahasht, and her pure yvory [cryde, 
lnto*a cloarc Carnation suddcinc dyde ; 

A^s fyyre Aurora, rysing hastily. 

Doth by her blusliing tell that she did lye 
All night in old Tithonus fnizou bed, 

Whereof she seemes ashamed inwardly : 

But her olde Nourse was noiiglit dishartened, 
But vaiintage made of that which Merlin had 
ared ; 

XXI 

And sayd ; ‘ Sitli then tliou kiiowest all our 
griefe, 

(For nliat doest not thou knoweV) of grace 1 
])ray, 

Pittv our pla\Tit, and yield us meet relicfe.’ 
With that the IVophet still awhile did stay. 
And then his spirit c thus gan foorth display; 

I ‘ Most noble Virgin, fhat by fatiill lore 
[Hast learii'd to love, let no whit thee dismay 
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Till' liard bcginne that mcetcs thcc in the doiej 
Ami with sharpe fils thy tender hart oppres- 
seth sore : 

XXII 

‘ For BO mu.st all things cxeellcnt begin ; 

Ami eke (snrooted deepe mustf be that Tree, 
Wliosc big embodied braunches shall not lin 
'J'lll they to hevens hight forth stretched bee : 
For from thy wombe a famous Progenee 
Shall spring out of the aiincient Trojan blood, 
Which shall revive the sleeping ineinoree 
Of those same antique I’cres, the hevens brood, 
Which (ireeke and Asian rivers sla^'iicd w'lUi 
their blood. 

XXI II 

‘ llcnowined king.s, and sacred Emperouns, 
Thyiruitlull Ofspring, shall fr»»m t lice descend; 
llia\e C'aptaines, and most mighty warriouis, 
'J'hat shall their conquests through all lauds 
extend, 

And their decayed kingdonies shall amend: 
'J’lie feeble llritons, bioken with long warre, 
They shall upreare, and inightily defend 
Against their forren toe that coiflmes from 
favve, 

Till univcrsull peace compound all civill jarre. 


‘ It was not, llritoinnrt, thy wandring eye 
(ilauncing unwaica in charmed looking ghH; 
llnl the st I eight cour.se of heveiily destiny, 

Led w'lth elcrnall providence, that has 

(luvded thv glaunce, to bring liis will to pas : X\ix 

Nc*is thv fate, iie is thv iortune ill, | ‘ With thee yet shall he leave, for memory 

'I'o love the prowest knight that ever was. ()f liis late pnissaunce, hi.s ymage dead, 
Thercfoie .submit thv >vayes unto his will, iThat living him in all activity 
And doe by all dew meanes thy destiny fulfill.’, To thee shall represent, lie, from the head 

1 Of Ins eoosen Constautiu.s, w'ithonl. dread 


To Elfes, but spiong of seed tcrrestriall, 

And whylome by falssc. Fanes stolne away, 
Whj'le.s Vct in infant ciadle he did cr.ill;” 

Ne other to hiinsclfc is knowme this day, 

Uut that he by an Elfe was gotten of a Fay: 

xwii 

* Hut sooth he is the soime of (lorlois. 

And brother unto (lador, Cornish king ; 

And for his warlilie feates renowmiod is, 

From where the day out of the sea doth 
IJntill the closure of the EAcning# | sjning, 
From llumcc him, tirmely bound with faith- 
full band. [bring. 

To fin.s his native .soUe thou backe shall 
Stryngly to ayde his conntrey to willisiand 
TJie i)owrc of foireinc J’ayninw w'liich invade 
thy land. 

XWllI 

‘Great ayd thereto his mighty pnissannee 
And dreaded name shall give in that sad day; 
Where ulst» proofe of thy prow’ valiauucc 
Thou tlien shall make, t’ increase thy lover’s 
pray. [sway, 

Ijong time* ye both in nrmes shall heare great 
Till thv w’dmbes bin den thee from them dc 
rail, 

And his last fate him from thee lake aw’uy; 
Too rathe cut oil’ by practise criniinall 
Of secrete foes, that liiin shall make in mis- 
chiele lull. 


XXV p 

‘ Hut read,’ (saide Glauc^) ‘tlion Magitian, 
What meanes shall she out sceke, or*what 
waics take? [man? 

Ilow’ shall she know’, how shall she fimle the 
Or what needcs her to toyle, silh fates can 
make 

Way for themselves their purpose to pertake?' 
Then Merlin thus: ‘Indoede the iates are 
time, [shake ; 

And may not shrinck, though all the w'orld do 
'I’ei, ought mens good endevours them confirnie. 
And guyde the hcu\enly causes to their con- 
stant terme. 

XXVI 

‘The man, whom heavens haA’e ordaynd to 
The spouse of Hritomart, is Arthegall ; [ bet* 

lie wonnelh in the land of Fayeree, 

Yet is no Fury borne, ne sib a*t all 


Shall take the erowme that w'os his fathers 
right, I stead : 

And therewith crownc hitm^lfc in th’ others 
Then shall he issew forth with dreadfull might 
Against his Saxon foes in bloody field to light. 


‘Like as*a Lyon that in drow’sic cave 
Hath long lime slept, himsclfe so sliall he 
shake ; [brave 

And comming forth shall sjired bi.s banner 
Over the troubled Soulli, that it slnill make 
The warlike Mertiuns for feare to quake : 
Thrise shall he fight with them, and twise 
shall win ; [make : 

Hut the third time shall fayre accordauncc 
lAnd, if he then with victoiie can lin, 
lie shall his dayes wirli jicace bring to his 
eartlily In. 
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XXXI 


XXXVI 


‘ His sonne, hight Vortipore, shall him suc- 
In kingilorae. but not in felicity : [ccetle 

Yet shall he long time urane with happy speed, 
And with great honour many batteills try; 
But at the last to th’ importunity 
Of froward fortune shall be forst'to yield : 

Hut his sonne Malgo shall full mightily 
Avenge his fathers losse with speare and shield, 
And his proud foes discomfit in victorious 
field. 

, xxxn 

* Hehold the man ! and tell me, Hntomart, 

If ay more, goodly creature thou didst see ? 
How like u (ij'aunt in each manly part 
Heares he himselfe with portly inajcstee, 

Tliat one of th’told llcroiis seemes to bee ! * 
lie the six Islands, comprovinelall 
In aunciont times unto great Hritaince, 

Shall to the same reduce, and to liim call 
Their sondry kings to do their homage several!. 


* But after him, Cadwallin mightily 

On his sonne Edwin all those wrongs shall 
Ne shall availe the -wicked sorcery [ wreake ; 
Of false Pellite his purposes to breake, 

But him shall slay, and on a gallowes bleak 
Shall give th’ ene'haunter his unhappy hire. 
Then shall the Britons, late dismayd and w'cAkc, 
From their long vassalage gin to respire, | ire. 
And on their Pay nim foes a\ engc their ranckled 

xxwir 

* Ne shall he yet his wrath so mitigate. 

Till both the soimcs of Edwin he have slayiie, 
Ottricke and Osricke, IwJimes unfortunate, 
Both slaine in battaile u|Mm Laylmriic playiie. 
Together A^tli the king of Loiithiaiie, 

Hight Adin, and the king of Orkeny, 

Both joynt partakers of their fatall paync : 
But Penda. feaiv-full of like desteny, * [fealty. 
Shall yield him selfe his liegeman,"and sweare 


XXXIII 

‘All which his sonne Careticus awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons luiwresuppressc; 
Untill a straunger king, fi^ym unknowne soyle 
Arriving, him with multitude oppresse; 

Greiit Uormond, having with huge mightinesse 
Ireland subdewd, and tlicrein fixt his throne, 
Like a swift Otter, fell through emptinesse, 
Shall overswim the sea, with many one 
Of his Norveyses, to assist the Bntons fone. , 

XXXIV 

‘ He in his furie all shall overronne, 

Andholy Church with faithlcsse handes deface. 
That thy sad people, utterly fordoniie, 

Shall to the utmost mountaincs fiy apace. 

Was never so great waste in any plaix:, 

Nor so fowle outj^'age doeii by living men ; ! 

For all thy Citiics they shall sacke and race, 
And the greene grassc that groweth they shall 
bren, * [den. 

That even the wilde beast shall dj’ in starved 

XXXV 

* Whiles thus thy Britons doe in languour pine. 
Proud Etheldrcd shall from the North arise, 
Serving th’ ambitious will of Augustine, 

And, [Missing Dec, with hardy enterprise 
Shall backe repulse the valiaunt Brockwell 
twise. 

And Bangor with massacred Martyrs fill. 

But the third time shall^ rew his foolhardisc : 
For Cadw’an, pittying his peoples ill, [kill. 
Shall stoutly him' defeat^ and thousand Saxons 


xxxviii 

‘ Him shqll he make his fatall Instrument 
T’ afflict tlic other Saxons iinsubdewd ; 

He marching forth Avith fury insolent 
Against tlie good king OsAvald, who indewd 
With heavenly pmvre, and by Angels reskewd, 
A1 holding crosses in their hands on hye, 

Shall him defeate Avithouten blood imbrewd: 
Of Avhich that field, for cndlcsse memory. 
Shall Hevcufield be cald to all posterity. 

X.XXIX 

‘ Whereat CadwiiUiu Avroth shall forth issew, 
And an huge hostc into Northumber lead. 
With Avhicii he godly Osw'ald shall subdcAv, 
And crowne with maftiredome his sacred head : 
Wlinse brother OsAviii, daunted with like dread, 
Witlv price o*" silver shall his kingdome buy ; 
And Penda, seeking him adowne to tread,’ 
Shaiy tread adoAvnc, and doe him foAvly dye ; 
But shall Avith guilts his Lord Cadwallin pacify. 

XI. 

* Then shall Cadwallin die ; and tlicn the mine 
Of Britons eke with him attoiiec shall dye; 

Ne shall the good Cadwallader, with [laine 
Or powre, be liable it to remedy, 

When the full time, prefixt bv destiny, 

Shal be expird of Britons regiment : 

For hcven it selfe shall their successe eriA'v, 
And them with plagues and murrins pestilent 
Consume, till all their Avarlike puissaunce to 
spent. 

XLI 

Y'et after all these sorrowes, and huge hills 
Of dying people, during eight ycares space, 
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Catlwallader, not yielding to jiis ills, j First ill, and after ruled ^vickedly ; 

From Armoricke, where long in wretched cace',For, ere two hundred yeares be full outronne, 

He liv'd, retourning to his native place. There shall a Raven, far from rising Sunne, 

Shid be by vision staide from his intent: With his wide wings upon them fiercely Hy, 

For tir heavens have decreed to displace And bid his faitblesse chickens overroniie 
The Britons for their sin lies -Jew punishment The fruitful! plaines, and with fell cruelty 
And to the Saxons over-give their government. In their avenge tread downe the victors sur- 

quedry. 

XLVII 

‘ Tlien woo, and woe, and everlasting woe, 1 ^ both these and thine siib- 

Be to the Bnton babe that shal be borne 

lit live in throldumc of his fatliLTfi tVie ! 'nierc shali A Lion from tlie neA-lmrd wood 

Utekmft now captive: late lord, now forlorne; Of Ncuatria come roring.witli a crew 

The wwTda rep^h i the crucU victora acomc ; Qf hungry whelpea, hia hattailouH la,ld broial, 
UanwhtfromprmcclybowretowaatduUwood! whc«e <aawes were newly dipt in crud.1 ■ 

0 ! who shal helpe me to lament and mourne bbiod ^ * 

The rei all seed, the Mtique Trojmi blood, iTfiat from tlie Dnniske Tyranlv head shall rend 

Th’ usurped (jrowne, as if that he were wood, 
And the spoile of the countrey conquered 
Emongst bis young ones shall divide Avith 
bountyhed. 

XLVIII 

Tlu), when the terme is full accomplislud. 
There shall a sparke of lire, which hath long- 
while 

Bene in his ashes raked up and hid, 

Bee freshly kindleu in the fruitfull He 
Of Mona, wliere it lurked in exile ; 

Which shall breake forth into bright burning 
flame, 

And reach into the house that bcares the stile 
Of roiall majesty and soveraine name : 

shall the Brfton blood tbeir croAvne agayn 
reclame. 

xi.ix 

< Thenceforth eternall union shall be made 
Betweene the nations dilferent afore, 

And sacred Peace shall lovingly persuade 
The Avarlike minds to Icarne her goodly loro. 
And civile armes to exercise no more : 

Then shall a royall Virgin •aine, AAdiich shall 
Stretch her Avhite rod over the Belgicke shore. 
And the great Castle smite so sore Avithall, 
That it shall make him shake, and shortly 
loam to fall. 

• Ta 

‘But yet the end is not.’ — There Merlin 
stayd. 

As overcomen of the spirifes poAA’^re, 

Or other ghastly spectacle dismayd, 

That secretly he saw, yet note discoure : 
Which siiddeiu fitt, and halfe cxtatick stoure, 
When the two fearefull wemen saw, they grew 
Greatly confused in behaA'eoure. 

At last, the fury past, to former hew 
Hee turnd againe, and chearfull looks as earst 
did shew. 


Wlioseempirelenger here then ever any atood‘?’| 
XLIII 

The Damzell Avas full deepc empassioned 
Both for his griefe, and for her peoples sake, 
Whose future Avoes so plaine he fasliioned ; 
And, sighing sore, at length him tkusbespake: 
‘ Ah ! but will hcA'cns fury ncA’er slake. 

Nor vengeaunce huge relent it aelfe at last ? 
Will not long misery late mercy make, 

But shall their name for baw be defaste. 

And quite from off the earth their memory be 
raste ? ’ 

XI.IV 

‘ Nay but the terme ’ (sayd he) ‘ Is limited, 
That in this thraldomc Britons shall abide; 
And the just reA’olution measured 
That they as Straungers alial benotifide: f plide. 
For tAvise fowre hundreth yeares shalbe sup- 
ICre tliey to former rule restor’d sbal bee, 

And th«r importune fates all satistide ; 

Yet, during this their most obscuritee, 

Their Lieaines shall ofte breake forth, tlfat men 
them faire may sec. • , 


‘ For Rhodorickc, Avhose surname shal 
Great, 

Shall of him sclfc a brave cnsample shew, 
'I'hat Saxon kinges hia Mendship sballintrcat; 
And HoAvell Qha shall goodly well imUnv 
The sah'age minds with skill' of just and trew: 
Then Griffytli Conan also shall upreare 
His dreaded head, and the old sparkes renerv 
Of native corage, that his foes shall tcare. 
Least ba<‘k againe the kingdom he from them 
should beare. 

XI.VI 

‘Ne shall the Saxons selves all peaceably 
Enjoy the crowne, which th^ from Britons 
wonne 





THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


[book iit. 


LI 

Then, Avheri them selves ihev well instructed 
had 

Of all that needed them to lie iminird, 

They bfdh, coiiceivin}' hope of comfort glad, 
With lighter hearts unto their home retird; 
Where they in secret counsell close conspird, 
llow to efleet so Jiard an enterprize, 

And to possessc the jiurpose they : 

Now this, now tliat, twixt them they ditl devize, 
And diverse plots did frame to muske in strange 
disguise. 

• Lll 

At Inst the Nonrse in her foolhardy wit 
Conceiv'd a hold devise, and thus bespakc: 
‘Daughter, I dceme that counsel aye most fit, 
That of the time <loth dew advauntage takft. 

Ye see that goo*l king IJther now doth make 
St long warre upon the Paynim brethren, 
hight 

()(tn and Oza, whome bee lately biake 
Ik'side Cayr Verolame in victorious tight, 

That now all Rritaiiy doth bume in annes 
bright. 

Mil 

‘That, therefore, nought our passage may 
ein peach, • 

Let us in feigned armes our selves disguize. 
And our weakc hands (need makes good 
sehollers) teach 

The dreadful s])eaie and shield to exercize: 

Xe certes, daughter, that same ivarlike wize, 

I weeiip, would you misseeme: for ye becne 
tall, 

And large of limlie t' atchieve an hard emprizc; 
N»‘ ought ye want but skil, whii'li ] ir act i/.e small 
Wil bring, and shortlv make you a inayd 
Martial!. ' j 

LIV 

‘And, sooth, it ought your corage much 
intlame • 

To hcare so often, in that royall lions. 

From whence, to none inferior, ye came, 

Bards tell of many wemen valorous, 

Which have full many feats adventurous | 
]*erformd, in paragone. of proudest iitbn : j 

The bold Bunduca, whose victorious [dolen ; 
Exploy ts made Rome to quake; stout (luen- 
Iteno willed Martia ; and redoubted Kmmileiu 

LV 


I saw a Saxon Virgin, the which feld 
Great Ulfiii thrise upon the bloody playne ; 
And, had not Carados her hand withheld 
From rash revenge, she had him surely slayne : 
Yet Carados liimselfe from her escapt with 
payne.’ . 

LVI 

‘All! read,’ (quoth Britoinart) ‘how is .Mie 
hight?’ 

‘ Fayre Angela’ (quoth she) ‘ men do her call, 
No whit lesse fa;v re then terrible m fight : 

She hath the leading of a Martiall 
And might le people, dreailed more then all 
The other Saxons, which doe, for her sake 
And love, themselves of her name Anglex call. 
Therefore, faiie Intant, hei eiisample make 
Unto thy s^dfe, and equall coiagc to thee take.’ 

i.vu 

Her harty wordes so deepe into the mynd 
Of the vong Damzell siinke, that great desire 
Of warlike armes in her fovlhwit li they tynd, 
And generous stout courag(‘ did inspyre, 

That she ifsolv’d, unweeting to her Syre, 
Advent'ious knighthood on her selfc fo don; 
And cDunseld ivitli her Nourse her Maides 
To tume into a massy habergeon, [attj n* 
And bad her all things put in readinesse anon. 

LVin 

Th’ old woman nought that needed did omit. 
But all t hinges did conveniently piirvay. 

It fortuned (so time their turne did fitt) 

A band of Britons, ryding on forray 
Few dayes before, bad gotten a great ]iray 
Of Saxon goods ; emongst t he which was scene 
A goodly Armour, and full rich aiay, 

VVliieh long’d to Angela, the, Saxon't^ueenc, 
All fretted round with gold, and goodly u el 
•beseeiic. 

The same, with all the other ornaments, 
King Byeiice caused to be hanged hy 
Tn his ehiefe Church, for endlcsse nioniments 
Of his suceesse and gladfull victory: 

Of which her selfe arising readily.” 

In th’ evening late old (ilaiiei* thither led 
Faire Britomart, and, that same Armory 
Downc taking, her therein apjiarcled 
Well as she might, and with brave bauldrick 
garnished. 

LX 


‘And, that which more then all the rest may! 

sway, I 

Late daves ensample, which these eyes beheld 
In the last tield l>efo’*e Menevia, 

Which Uther with those forrein Pagans held, ! 


Beside tliose armes tliere stood a mightio 
siieare. 

Which Bladud made by Magick art of yore, 
And usd t,he same in batleill aye to lieare ; 
Sith which it had beenebere preserv’d instor^ 
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For his ffreat virtues proved long afore: Covered with secret cloud of sdent night. 

For never wight so fast in sell could sit, I Themselves they forth con vaid, and ptissed 
But him pcrloree unto the ground it hore. j forward right. 

Both spearc she tooke and shield which hongj 

by it; [purpose fit. i-xii 

Both sp^re and shield of great powre, for licr| Ne rested they, till that to Faery lond 

j They came, as "Merlin them diiecicd late : 
j Where, meeting with this Bederosse Kniglit, 
Thus wlien she had the virgin all arayd, ] she fond 

Another hainessc which did hang thereby |()f divcr-e Ihinges discourses to dilate, 

Alioiit hcrselfeshe dight, that the yoiig Ala 5 'd' But most of Artliegall and his estate. 

She might in erpiall armes aeeompanv, lAtlast their w:i\es so fell, that they iiiotepart; 

And as her Squyre attend her carefully. 'ITien each to other, well afleclioijsite, 

'fho to their reaily Steedes they clomhe full Fiiendship professeil with imrained hart. 

light, f them espy, The llederosse Knight diverst, hut lortli rode 

And through hack waics, that none might Bntomart. 


• • 

CANTO IV. 


Hold Marincll of Tiritomart 

Ta tlirowiio on the Kh‘1i htrond • 
Fain* Floriiucll of Arthiireis 
Ijoiig followoil, but not fond. 


I 

WiiERU is the Antique glory now become. 
That whylome wont iii wenioii to aiqicare? 
Where lie the brave atehievcinents ihs'ii by 
souieV [ s|>ean‘, 

VVMierc he the h;itteilles, wdiere the .shield ami 
And all the coiique.sts w hich them high did 
rearc, 

Tliat matter made for famous Boets verse, 

And hoastfull men so oft ahasht l«) heareV 
Beene thiw all dead, and laide in dolefull her-*e, 
Or doen they onely .shiepe, and .shall agaiue 
reverse ? 

II 

If they he dead, then wme is me therefore; 
But if they sleepe, O let them .soouc awtike! 
For all too long I hunie with envy Mire 
To heare the warlike feates which lloniere'spifke 
Of hohl I'eiitliesilee, which made a lake 
Of (jreeki.sh blood so ofte in Trojan plaine; 
But when 1 ivade, how stout Dehora strakc 
rroiid Siscrji, and how CamiU' hath slaine 
The huge Orsilochiis, 1 swell with gieat dls- 
daine. . 

III 

Yet these, and all that els h.ad puissaiince. 
Cannot with noble Bntomart eoiiqiare, 

As well for glorie of great valiaunee, 

As tor pure ehastitee and vertiie rare, 

That all her giKidly disslcs doe well declare. 
Well worthie stock, from whieli the hranehes 
8 lining 

Tliat in laU yeares so fairc a hlo.ssonie hare. 


As thee, O ()ueene ! the matter of my song. 
Whose hgnage fiom this Ladv 1 deri\e along. 

• IV 

WTio when, through speaehes wdth the Red- 
crosse Knight, 

She learned luid th’ estate of Artliegall, 

And in each jioint her selfe informd aright, 

A Irieiidlv league of love perpctuall 

She with him hound, and Conge tooke withall ■ 

Then he forth on his journey did proceede. 

To seeke adventures which mote i.im liefall. 
And wdn him w orship through his warlike deed, 
Wliieh alw'aies of his iiainc-s he made the 
ehiefest meed. 

V 

But Britomart kept on her former course, 

Ne ever dofte her armes, huh all the way 
Grew pensive through that amarous discour.se, 
Bv wr Inch the Rederosse knight did earst display 
ifer lovers shajie and chevalrous aray : 

A thousand thoughts she fashioiid in her 
mind, 

And in her feigning fancie did ]iourtray 
Him such as littist she for love could Vmd, 
Wise, w'arlike, personable, courteous, and kind. 

VI 

With such selfe-iileasing thoughts her wound 
she fedd. 

And thought so to beguile her grievous smait ; 
But sober smart was in uelimoie grievous hredd, 
And the dee[ie wound more deep engcinl her 
liart, 
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That noug;ht but death her dolour mote depart. 
So forth she rode, without repose or rest, 
Searching all lands and each remotest part, 
Following the guydance of her blinded guest, 
Till that to the 'sea-coast at length she her 
addi-cst. 

VII 

There she alighted from her light-foot beast, 
And sitting downe upon the rocky shore, 

Badfl her old Squyre unlace her lofty creast ; 
Tho having vewd awhile the surges bore 
That gainst the craggy cliflts did loudly rore. 
And in tlieS raging surquedry disdaynd 
'I'hat the fast earth affronted them so sore, 
And their (levouring covetizc restraynd ; 
Thereat she sighed deepe, and after thus com- 
playnd. > 

VIII 

‘ Huge sea of sorrow and tempestuous griefe. 
Wherein niy feeble barke is tossed long 
Far from the hoped haven of reliefe, 

Wliy <loe thy cruel billowes beat so strong. 
Ami thy inoyst raountaincs ench on othei’s 
throng, 

Thieatning to swallow up my fearefull lyfe? 
O ! doe thy crucll wrath and spightfull wrong 
At length ‘allay, and stinf thy stormy strife 
Which in thy troubled bowels raignes and 
ragetli ryfe. 

IX 

‘ For els my feeble vcssell, crazd and craokt 
Through thy strong buffets aud outrageous 
blowes, 

Cannot endure, but ne^des it must be wrackt 
On the mugh rocks, or on the sandy shallowes, 
The Avhiles that love it steres, and fortune 
rowos : 

lx)ve, my lewd Pilot^ hath a restlesse minde ; 
And fort une, lloteswaine, no assurance knowes ; 
Hut saile withouten starres gainst tvdc and 
winde: [blinde? 

How can they ofticrdoe, sith both arc bold and 

X 

* Thou God of windes, thatraignestin the seas, 
That raignest also in the ContinenL 
At la«t blow up some gentle gale of ease, 

The which may bring my ship, ere it be rent. 
Unto the gladsome port of her intent. 

Then, when I shall my selfe in safety see, 

A table, for etemall mouiment 

Of thy great grace and my great jeopardee, 

Great Neptune, I avow to hallow unto thee I* 


For her great courage would not let her weepc. 
Till that old Glauc^ gan with sharpe repriefe 
Her to restraine, and give her good reliefe 
Through hope of those, which Merlin had her 
told 

Should of her name and nation be chiefe. 

And fetch their being from the sacred mould 
Of her immortall womb, to be in heaven cnibld. 

XII 

Thus as she her rccoinfortcd, she spyde 
Where far awav one, all in armour bright, 
With hasty gallop towards her did ryde. 

Her dolour soone she ceast, and on her dight 
Her Helmet, to her Courser mounting light : 
Her former sorrow into suddeiu wrath. 

Both coos^p passions of distronbled spright, 
Converting, forth she beates the dusty path : 
Love and despight attonce her courage kindled 
hath. 

XIII 

As, when a foggy mist hath overcast 
The face of heven, and the clcare ayre engroste. 
The worljl in darkenes dwels ; till that at last 
The watry Southwindc, from the scabord costc 
Upblowing, doth disperse the vapour lo'ste. 
And poures it selfe forth in a stormy showre : 
So thefayre Britomart, having disclo'sle 
Her dowdy care into a wrnthfull stowre. 

The mist of griefe dissolv'd did into vengeance 
nowro. 

XIV 

Eftsoones, her goodly shield addressing fayre, 
Tliat mortall speare she in her hand did take, 
And unto battaill did her selfe prepayre. 

The knight, approchiiig, stcrnely her'bespake : 
‘ Sir knight, that doestthy voy^age rashly make 
By this forbidden way in my des]jight,* 

Ne doest by others death cnsample take, 

I reaithoe sinaie retyre, whiles thou hast might. 
Least afterwards itbetoolate to take thy Highi.’ 

XV 

Ythrild with deepe disdaine of his proud 
threat. 

She shortly thus : ‘ Fly they, <,hat need to flv ; 
Wordes fcaren babes. 'l meane not thee entreat 
To passe, but maugre thee will posse or dy.’ 
Ne lenger stayd for th’ other to reply, [knowne. 
But with shanie sficare the rest made dearly 
Strongly the straunge knight ran, andsturtlily 
Strooke her full on the brest, that made her 
doAvne [her crown. 

Declme her head, and touch her crouper with 


XI 

Then sighing softly sore, and inly deepe, 
She shut up ^ her plaint in privy griefe 


XVI 

I But she againe him in the shield did smite 
I With so fierce furie and great puissaunce, 
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That, through his three-square scuchin percing xxi 

quite [ An hundred knights of honorable name 

And through his mayled hauberque, by mis-, He had subdew’d, and them his vassals made 
chaunce [l?juunce./riiat througli all Faerie loud his noble fame 

The wicked Steele through ^his left side did Now blazed was, aud feare did all inva<lo, 
Him so transfixed she before her bore iThat none durst passon through that perilous 

Hcvond his croupe, the length of all her launce ; glade : 

Tifi, sadlv soucing on the sandy shore, [gore. 'And to advauncc his name and glory more, 

He tombled on an heape, and wallowd in his ijer Sea-god syre she dearely did perswade 

iT’ endow her sonne with tbrcasure and rich stor.^ 
were of earthly 

• 


Like as the saored Oxe that carelesse stands, 
VVith gilden horn&s and dowry' girlonds crowiid. 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bnndcs. 
Whiles th’ altars fume with frankincense 
arownd, • 

All suddeinly, with mortall stroke ostownd. 


that 


Bove all the sonnes 
w’ombes ybore. 

XXII 

The Hod did graunt his daughters deare 
demaund, 

jTotdoen his Nephew in all rieljes flow; 
Kftsooncs his heapcil waves he did commauiul 


Dot h groveling fall, and w'i thins St reaming gore Out of their hollow bosoine forth to throw 
Distaines the pillours and the holy grownd. All the huge threasure, wbic'h the sea below 
And the faire tlowres that decked him afore: Had in his gmedy gulfe devoured dct‘pe, 

So fell proud Marinell upon thepretious shore. 'And him enriched through the overtliDW 

I And wreckesof many wretches, which diil woepo 


XVIH • 

Tlic martiall Mayd stay'd not him to lament, 
But foru'ard rode, and kept her ready' way 
Along the strond; which, as she over-went, 
She saw bestrowed all with rich aray 
Of pearles and preiious stones of groat assay'. 
Ami all the giavell mixt with gulden owre : 
Whereat she wonilred much, but would not 
stay 

For gold, or jierles, or pretious .stones, an howre. 
But them despised all ; fur all was in her puwre. 


Whiles thus he lay in deadly stonishment, 
Fydings heitHif canie to his mothers earn: 

His mother was the blacke-biowd Cymiofent, 
The daughter of great Nereus, which did bearc 
This warlike sonne unto an earthly' pear$, • 
The famous Diimariii ; who, on a day' 

Finding the Nymph asleepc in secret wheare, 
As he bv chaunce did wander that same W'ay', 
W as taken with her love, and by her clo.sely lay. 

• XX 

There he this knight of her begot, whom borne 
She, of his father, Marinell did name; 

And in a rocky cave, as wight forlorne, 

Lon^ time she fostred up> till he became 
Almighty man at armes, and mickle tamo 
Did get through great adventures bv him donne 
tor never man he suflred by that same 
Kich strond to travell, whereas he did wonne, 
But that he must do battail with the Sea- 


nymphes sonne. 


And often waylc their w'cultli, which he from 
them did kcepe. 

xxiil 

Shortly iqion thatmhore there heaped was 
Kxcceding riches and all pretious things, 

The spuylo of all the world ; that it did pas 
The wealth of tli’ East, and pom|X) of Persian 
kings : 

Gold, amber, yvoric, perles, owchos, liugs, 

And all that els was pretious and deare. 

The sea unto him voluntary brings ; 

That sliortly ho a great Lord did appeal^ 

As was in all the lond of Faery', or else wheare. 
XXIV 

Thereto lie w'as a doughty dreaded knight, 
Tryde often to the south of many Deare, 

That none ineipiall armes liim matclien might : 
The wliich his mother sceiiiff gan to feare 
l.icast his too haiightio hardines might reare 
Some hard mishaii in hazard of his life. 

Forthv she oft him counseld to forbeare 
The bioody' battcill and to stirre up strife, 

But after all his warre to rest liis wearie knife. 

xxv 

And, for his more assuraunce, she inquir'd 
One day of Proteus by his mighty spell 
(For Proteus was with prophecy inspir’d) 

Her deare sonnes destiny to heir to tell, 

And the sad end of her sweet Marinell : 

Who, through foresight of his etcmall skill, 
Bad her tVom womankind to keejic him well, 
For of a woman he should have much ill ; 

A virgin straunge and stout him should dismay 
or kill. 



178 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


[hook III. 


XXVI 


XXXI 


Fortliy she gave liiin warning every day 
The love of women not to entertamc ; 

A lesson too too hard for li\'ing clay 
From love in course of nature to rolraine. 

Yet he his mothers lore did well ref aim*, 

And ever from fayre Ladies love did lly ; 

Yet many Toadies fayve did oft com\tliunc, 
That they for love of him Avoiild nlgales ily : 
I)y, who "so list for him, he was loves eniniy. 

0 XXVII 


Soone as sliee up out of her deadly fitt 
Arose, slice bad her charett to be brought; 
And all her sisters that with her did sitt 
Had eke attonec tlieir charefts to be sought : 
Tho, full of bitter gnefe and pensife thought, 
She to her wagon clombc ; eloinlie all the rest, 
And forth together went with sorow fiaiight. 
The waves, oliedieut to theyr behettsf. 

Them yielded ready ]»assage, and their rage 
siireeasf* 

X\X1I 


But ah ! who ean dceidve his ilestiny, 

Or weene by Avarning t<i avoyd his fate V 
'J’haf, Avheu he sleo|ies in inosl, security 
And safest sceines, him soonest doth amat;^ 
And tiiideth deif effector soone or laic; 

So feeble is the powre of fleshly arine. 

His inotlier bad him Aveiiiens love to hate, 

For she of womans force did f'eare no liarnie ; 
So, weening 1o have arm'd him, she did quite 
disarine. 

XXV 111 

This Avas that woman, this tlial deadly 
AvoAvnd, 

That Ih'oteus jirojiheeidc sl^puld him dismay ; 
The Ai'hich his mother A’ainely did expoivnfl 
To be hart-A\'OAA'ndingloA>’e, Avhieh should assay 
To bring her .sonne unto his last decay. 

So tide be the tonnes of mortall state^ 

And full of subtile sophisines, AVhieh doe play 
AVith double seiiees, and wif.h false delinte, 

T’ approve the unknoweii pui pose of etcniall 
fate. 

XXIX 

Too trew the famous Marinell it foAvnd, 

Who, through late triall, on that Avcalthy 
Strond 

Inglorious noAv lies in hcncelosse SAvoivnd, 
Through heavy stroke of Britomnnis hoiid. 
Which Avhen his fliother dcaro did understond. 
And heavy tidings heard, whereas she ])layd 
Ainongst her Avatrj' sisters by a pond, 
(lathering sweete daffadillycs, to have made 
Gay girlonds from the Sun their forheads fayr 
to shade ; ' 

XXX 

Eftesoones bothfloAVTcs and girlonds far away 
Shoe (long, and her faire deawy lockcs yrent; 
I'o sorrow huge she turnd her former play, 
And gamesom merth to grievous dreriment: 
Slice threw her selfe downe on the Continent, 
Xe word did speakc, but lay as in a swowne. 
Whiles all her sisters did for her lament 
With yelling outcries, and with shrieking 
. sowne ; ^ [crowne. 

And every one did teare her girlond nA^m her 


Great Neptune stoode ainazed at Ihcir sight. 
Whiles on Ins broatl roAvnd Imcke they softly 
slid, 

And eke hiq| selfe moumd at iheir mournful 
plight, 

A’^etAvist not Avhat tlieir Availing inenl ; yel did, 
For great compassion of tlieir sorow, bid 
His mighty Avalers to them buxome hee: 
Eftesoones the roaring billoAvcs still aliid, 

And all the griesly Monsters of the See 
Stood gapiyg at their gate, and Avoudred tlumi 
to see. 

XXXlll 

A tcine of Dolphins raimged in urny 
Drew the smooth charett of sad (Jymoent : 
They Avere all taught by Triton to obay 
To the long rayues at lier eummaundemeiit : 
As Hwifte as sAvallowes on the Avave'^ they 
Avent, [reare, 

That their hrodc flaggy fi lines no fume did 
Ne bubling lowndell they bchinde them sent. 
The rest, of other fishes druAven Aveare, 
AVliicliAvith their finny oars the SAvelling sea 
did shc-are. 

XXXIV 

Soone as they bene arriA’^’d upon the brim 
Of tlufltieli Strond, their cliarets they forlore, 
Andl^t Ibeir temed fishes softly SAvim 
Along the niargent of the foiiiy shore, 

Least they their flnncb should bru/i', uiul 
surbatc soie 

Their tender feete iqion the stony groAvnd : 
And eomining to the ])la(v, Avheie all in gore 
And cruddy blood en wallowed they foAvnd 
The lueMesse Marinell lying in deadly swownd, 

XXXV 

His mother swoAviied thrise, and thethird time 
Could scarce recoA^ered hee out of her jiaine : 
Had she not bcune devoide of mortall slime, 
8hee should not then haA'e bene rely\’’d againe ; 
But, soone as life recoA'ered had tile raiiie, 

Shee made so piteous mono and dearcAvayment, 
That the hard rocks could scarse from tears 
refraine ; 
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And all her sister Nyinphes with one consent 
Supplide her sobbing breaches with sad com- 
plement. 

XX.VVI 

‘ Dearc ima^ of my selfe, (slie sayd) * that is 
The wretched sonne«)f wretched mother borne, 
Is this thine high udvaunccinent ? O! is this 
Th’ immortall name, with which thee, yet 
unbome, 

Thy Grandsire Ncrens promist to adome? 

Now lyest thou of life und honor refte ; 

Now lyest thou a Ininpe of earth furlorne; 

Ne of ihy late life memory is lofle, 

No cau thy irrevocable desteny bee weflo. 

XXXVII ^ 

‘ Fond Proteus, father of false prophecis ! 

Ami they more foml that credit to thee give ! 
Not this* the worke of womans hand ywis, 

That so deepe wound through these dcarc 
members drive. 

I fhared love; but they that love doe live, 

Ihit they that dye doe nether love i|or hate : 
Nath'lcsse to thee ihy folly I forgive; 

And to ray selfe. and' to accursed fate. 

The guilt'l doe ascribe: deai-e wisedom bought 
too late ! 

XX.VVIII 

^0 ! what availcs it of immortall seed 
To bceno ybredd and never borne to dyeV 
Farre belter 1 it deeme to die with speed 
Then waste in woe and waylfull miseryc : 
Who dyes, the utmost dolor doth abye ; 

Hut who that lives is lefte to waile his losse : 
So life is losse, and death felicity : 

Sod life worse then glad death ; and greater 
crosse [to engrossc 

To sec fiends grave, then dead the grave self 

• 

XXXIX ^ 

‘ Hut if the heavens did his dayes envie, 

And ray short hlis maligne, yet mote they well 
Thus much afford me, ere that he did die. 
That the dim eics of my dearc Marincll 
I mote have closed, and him bed farewell, 

Sith oilier offices for mother meet 

'I’hcy would not-graunt 

fett, muulgre them, farewell, ray sweetest 
sweet ! [shall meet ! ’ 

Farewell, my sweetest soiinc, sith we no more 


Xli 

Thus when they all had sorowed their fill. 
They softly gan to search his griesly wownd : 
And, that they might him handle more at will, 
They him disarmd ; and, spredding on the 
grownd 


Their watchet mantles frindgd with silver 
rownd, 

They softly wipt away the gelly blood 
From th’ orifice; which having well iiplmwnd. 
They pourd in soveraine baline and Nectar 
good, [flWHl. 

Good both for erthly med'cinc and for hevcnly 

XU 

Tho when the lilly handed Liagore 
(This Liagore whilome had leaned skill 
In leaches craft, by great Apollon lore, 

Sith her whilome upon high I'indiis hill 
lie loved, and at last her woinbc did fill 
With hevcnly seed, whereof wise Paxm sprong) 
Di(> feele his' pulse, shee knew f^iere staied still 
Some litlc life his feeble sprites emong ; 

Which to his mother told, despeyre she from 
her flong. 

XI.H 

Tho, up him taking in their tender hands, 
They easelj' unto her charett bearc : 

Her temc at her commaundemeut quiet stands, 
Whiles they the corse into her wa^n reare, 
And strowe with flowres the lamentable beare. 
Then* all the rest info their coches dim. 

And through tho brackish waves their passage 
sliearc ; 

Upon great Neptunes neckc they softly swim. 
And to her watry chamber swiftly carry him. 

xi.iu 

Dc^pc in the bottome of the sea her bowro 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped hye, 

Like to thicke clouds that threat a stormy 
showre, 

And vauted all within, like to the Skye, 

In which the Gods doe dwell eternally ; 

There they him laide in easy couch well dight. 
j\nd sent in haste for Trypmffi, to ap[)ly 
Salves to his wounds, and medicines of might ; 
Fur Tiy^ihon of sea gods the soveraine leacli is 
liigliL 

, xuv 

The whiles the Nymphos sitt all about him 
rownd, 

Lamenting his mishap and heavy plight ; 

And ofte his mother, vewing his wide wownd, 
Cursed the hand Uiat did so deadly sini^ht 
Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts delight : 
Hut none of all those curses overtooke 
The warlike Maide, th’ ensample of that might ; 
But fairely well shee thryvd, und well did 
brooke 

Her noble deeds, ne her right course for 
ought forsooke. 

N2 
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XLV 

Yet did false Archiinage licr still purscw, 

To bring to passe his mischievous intent. 

Now that he had her singled from the crew 
Of courteous knights, the Prince and Faery gent, 
Whom late in chacc of beauty excellent 
Shcc lefte, pursewing that same foster strong, 
Of whose fowlo outrage thev impatient. 

And full of firy zele, him follow^ long. 

To reskew her from shame, and to revenge her 
wrong. 

' XLVI 

Through tliick and thin, through mountains 
and through playns, 

Those two great champions did attonce pursew 
The fcarefull damzcll with incessant fiayiiff; 
Who from them ded, as light-foot hare from 
vew 

Of hunter swifte and sent of howndes trew. 

At last they came unto a double way ; 

Where, doubtfull which to take, her to reskew. 
Themselves they did dispart, each to assay 
Whether more happy were to win so goodly 
pray. 

XI. VII 

But Timias. the Princes i^nde Squyre, • 
That Ladies love unto his Ixird forlent. 

And with proud envy and indignant yre 
After that wicked foster fiercely went ; 

So bcene they three three sundry wayes ybent;l 
But fai'rest fortune to the Prince befell, [pciit,| 
Whose' chaunce it was, that soonc he did re- 
To take that way in which that Damozell 
Was fledd afore, affraid of him as feend of hell. 

XLVIII I 

At lust of her far off he gained vew. 

I’hen gan he freshly pricke hisfomy steed, ^ 
And ever as he Higher to her drew, * | 

So evermore he d^ increase his speed. 

And of each turning still kept wary heed : 
Alowd to her he oftwtimes did cal). 

To doe away vainc doubt and ncedlesse 
dreed: 

Full myld to her he spoke, and oft let fall 
Mail}' meeke wirdes to stay and comfort Iiot 
withall. 

XLIX 

But uothirg might relent her hasty flight. 

So deepe the deadly fearc of that foule swaine 
Was earst impressed in her gentle upright. 
Like as a fearefuU Dov^ which through the 
raine 

Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine. 
Having fane off esp'-'de a Tassell ^t, 

Which after her his nimble winges doth 
strainer 


Doubleth her hast for feare to bee for-hent. 
And with her pincons cleaves the liquid fir- 
mament. 

1 . 

With no lesse hast, and eke with no less© dreed. 
That fcarefull Ladle fledd from him, th^t 
ment 

To her no evill thought nor evill deed ; 

Yet former feare of being fowly shent 
Cunied her forward with her first intent: 

And though, oft looking backward, well she 
vewde 

Her sclfe freed from that foster insolent. 

And that it was a knight which now her sewdc, 
Vet she no lesse the knight feard then that 
villeki rude. 

i.i 

Ilis uncouth shield and straunge armes her 
dismayd, 

\Vhose like in Faeir lond were seldom scene. 
That fast she from him fledd, no lesse afrayd 
Then of wilde bcastes if she had chased beeuc. 
Yet he her fbllowd still with corage kecuc 
So long, that now the golden Hesperus 
Was mounted high in top of heaven shecne, 
And wamd his other brethren joyeous 
To light their blessed lamps in Joves etcruall 
houB. 

LII 

All suddeinly dim wox the dampish ayre. 
And griesly shadowes covered heaven liright. 
That now with thousand starres was decked 
fay re : 

Which when the Prince beheld, a lotlifull sight. 
And that perforce for want of lenger light, 

He mote surccassehis suit, and lose the ho]M! 
Of his long labour, he gan fowly wyte 
His wicked foitime that had tumd'aslu|)e. 
And cursed night that reft from him so goodly 
• • scope. 

LI 11 

Tho, wheu her wayes he could no more 
deserjT, 

But to and fro at disaventure strayd; 

Like as a ship, whose Lodestar suddeinly 
Covered with cloudes her Pilott hath dis- 
mayd; 

His wcai'isome pursuit perforce he stayd. 

And froni his Inftie ste^ dismounting low 
Did let him forage. Downe liimsclle he layd 
l^n the grassy ground to sleepe a throw : 
The cold earth was his couch, the hard steele 
his pillow. 

LIV 

But gentle Sleepe envyde him any rest : 

In stead thereof sad sorow and diiiVlRinft 
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Of his hard hap did vexe his noble brcst, 

And thousand Fancies bett his ydle brayne 
With their light wings, tlie sights of seinblants 
vaine. 

Oft did he wish that Lady faire mote bee 
II IS Faeiy Quecnc, for wljoin he did com> 
plaine, 

Or that his Faeiy Queene were such as shee ; 
And ever hasty Kight he blamed bitterlie. 


I.VIII 

‘Under tliy mantle black there hidden lye 
Light-shonning thefte, and traitcrous intent, 
Abhorred blomlshed, and vile felony, 
Shainefull deceipt, and daitnger imininenl, 
Fowle horror, and eke hellish dreriment : 

All these, I wote, in thy protection bee. 

And light doe shonne for fcareof being shent ; 
For light ylike is lotli’d of them and thee : 
And ml tliat lewdnesse love doe hate the light 


LV 


to see. 


‘Night! thou foule Mother of anuoyaunce 

SfUl, 

Sister of hcavie death, and nourse of woe. 
Which wast Ixigot in heaven, but for thy bad 
And brutish shape thrust downe to hell 
below, • 

Where, bv the grim flond of Cocytus slow. 

Thy dwelling is in Heiebus black hous, 

(Rlack Heiebus, thy husband, is tiie foe 
Of all the Gods,) where thou ungratious j 
Halfe of tliy dayes doest lead iu horrourl 
hideous. j 


I.IX 

‘ For day discovers all dishoncf t wayes. 

And shewetb each thing as it is in deed: 

The prayses of high God he faire ditplayes. 
And his large bountie rightly doth areeil : 
Ilnycs dearest children be thejiilessed seed 
Which darknesse shall subdue and heaven win : 
Truth is his daughter ; he her tirst did breed 
Most sacred virgin without spot of sinne. 

Our life is day, but death with darknesse doth 
begin. 

1.x 


1.VI • 

‘WHiat had tli* etemall Maker need of thee 
The world in his continuall course to keepc. 
That doest all thinges deface, ne letiest see 
The beautie of his worke? Indeed, in slecpe 
The slouthfull body that doth love to stcepe 
His lustlesselimbes, and drownchis baser mind, 
Doth praise thee oft, and oft from Stygian 
deepe ^ 

Calles thee his goddesse, in his errour blind. 
And great Dame Natures haudiiiaidc cheariiig 
every kind. 

LVII 

‘But well I wote, that to an heavy hart 
Thou art the roote and nourse of bitter cares. 
Breeder of new', renew'er of old smarts : 

Instead of rest thou lendcst ra 3 ’ling teares; 
Instead of slecpe thou sendest troublous f(^re<) 
And dreadfull visions, in the which alive 
ITic di-eaiy image of sad death appeares : 

So from the weorie spirit thou doest drive i 
Desired rest, and men of liappinesse deprive. 


*0! when will day then tume to me againe, 
And bring with him his long expected light ? 
O Titan ! hast to reare thy joyous waine; 
Speed thee to spred abroad thy beames bright, 
And cliace away this too long lingriug night ; 
Chace her away, from whence she came, to hell : 
She, she it is, that hath me done despight : 
There let her with the damned spirits dwell, 
And yield her rowine to day that can it govcriie 
well.’ 

I.XI 

Thus did the Prince tliat wearie night uut- 
wearc 

III restlessc anguish and unquiet jiaine ; 

And eurely, ere the morrow did iipreare 
His deawy head out of the Ocean mainc, 

Tie up arose, as halfe in great disdaiiie, 

And clombe unto his steed^ So forth he ivent 
With heavy look and lumpish pace, that plaine 
In him bewraid great grudge and maltalent : 
His steed eke seemd t' apply his steps to his 
intent. 
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Prince Arthur hcares of Florimcll : t 

'J'hree ftmters Timioi; wound ; 

Bciphrbe Andes him almost dcud, 

And rcareth out of sownd. 


I 

WoNDEK itfls to see in diverse mindcs 
Ilow divcrsly love doth liis pa{;Gaiints play, 
And shcwcs'his powrc in variable kindcs: 

The baser wit, whose ydle thoup^hts alway 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay, « 

Tt stinreth up t(f sensuall desire, 

And in lewd slouth to wast his carelesse day ; 
But in brave sprite it kindles goodly lire, 

That to all high desert and honour doth asiuro. 

II 

No sulfereth it uncomely idlenesse 
In his free thought to build her sluggish nest, 
No sufforeth it thought of ungentlenesse 
Kver to creepc into Ins iioUje brest ; , 

But to the liigliest and the worthiest 
Liftcth it up that els would lowly fall : 

It Icttcs not fall, it lettes it not to rest *, 

It lettes not scarse this Prince to breath at all, 
But to his first poursuit him forward still doth 
call. 

III 

Who long time wnndred through the forest 
wyde 

To Unde some issue thence; till thal at last 
He met a Dwarfe that seemed terrilyde 
With some late perill which he hardly past. 
Or other accident which him aghast f 
Of whom he aske^ whence he lately came, 
And whither now ne travelled so fak? 

For sore he swat, and, running through that 
same [ nigh lame. 

Thickc forest, was bescracht and both his feet 

€ 

IV 

Panting for breath, and almost out of hart, 
The Dw'arfc him answ'erd ; * Sir, ill mote 1 stay 
To tell the same : 1 lately did depart 
From Faery court, where I have many a day 
Served a geiiuc Lady of great sway 
And high accompt through out all Eliin land. 
Who lately left the same, and tooke tliis way. 
Her now I seeke; and if ye understand 
WIpch w ay she fared hath, good Sir, tell out 
of hand.* 


v 

* What mister wight,’ (saidc he) ‘ and how 
arnyd ?' 

‘ Royally clad ’ (quoth he) ‘in cloth of gold, 
As mee^st may beseeme a noble mayd : 

Her faire Iqgkes in rich circlet be erirold, 

A fayrer wight did ncv’cr Sunne behold ; 

And on a Palfrey rydcs more w'liite then snow'. 
Yet she her sclfe is wdiitcr manifold. 

The surest signe, W'licreby ye may her know', 
Is that she is the fairest wight alive, I trow'.’ 

VT 

‘Now cert(>s, swaiue,’ (saidc he) ‘such one, I 
weene, 

Fast flying through this forest from her lo, 

A foule ill-favoured foster, I l)a\c sc'ciic: 

Her selfe, well as I might, 1 rcskewd tbo, 

But could not stay, so fast she did t\a'cgiK*, 
Carried away with wrings of speedy feare.’ 

‘ Ah, dearest God ! ’ (quoth he) ‘ that is great 
woe, 

And w'ondrous ruth to all that shall it hcarc : 
But can ye read, Sir, how 1 may her linde, or 
where ? ’ 

vil 

‘Perdy, me lever were to W'eeteii lliat,’ 
(Saide he) ‘ then ransuirieof the rieliest kiiiglit, 
Or all J;lie goo(i iJiat ever yet 1 gat : 

But froward fortune, and too forward Night, 
Suqh happiuesse did, maulgrc, to me spiglit, 
And fro me reft both life and light attonc. 
But, Dwarfe, aread what is that Ijady bright 
That through thisforrest wandretli tluis alone ? 
For of her errour straunge I have great ruth 
and iiiune,’ 

VIII 

‘That Ladicia,’ (quoth he) ‘ wficreso she 6ce, 
The bounticst virgin and most debonaire 
That ever living eye, I weene, did see. 

Lives none this day that may witli lier compare 
In stedfast chastide and vertue rare, 

The goodly ornaments of beautic bright ; 

And is ycleped Florimell the fayre, 

Faire Florimcll belov'd of many a kniglit, 

Yet she loves none but one, that Marinell i» 
bight. 
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‘ A Sea iiynijilies soniic, thairMarinell is higltt, 
Of my (leare Dame is loved dearcly well : 

III oliier none, but him, she sets dclij^^ht j 
All her delight is set on Marinell. 

Hut he sets iiouglit at all by.Florimell ; 

For Ladies love his mother long ygoe 
J)id him, they say. forwarne through sacred 
s[iell : 

Hut fame now flies, that of a forreine foe 
lie is yslainc, whicli is the ground of all our 
woe. 

V 

‘ Five daies there be since he (they sjiy) was 
slaine. 

And fowre since Florimell the Court forwent, 
And vowed never to rcturne agaii^', 

'i’ill him alive or dead she did invent. 
Therefore, fain' Sir, for love of knighthood 
And honour of trew TiUdies, if ye may f gent, 
Hy your good counsell, or bold hardiuient, 
th succour her, or me direct, the ^^ay, 
l)<i one or other good, 1 you most humbly pray. 


‘ So may ye gaine to you full groat renowmie 
Of all goo(i Ladies througli the woild<‘ so wide, 
And haply in her hart linde highest rowme 
Of whom ye seeke to be most inagnilide; 

At least eternall meede, shall you abide." 


TTisehamefidl head from hisavcngcinent strong. 
And oft him threatned death for his outrageous 
wrong. 

MV 

Nathlcssc the villein sped himsdlfe st) Well, 
Whether through swiftnessc of his spbeilie 
beast, f dwell, 

Or knowledge of those woods where he did 
That shortly he from daunger was releast, 

And out of sight escaped at the least: 

Yet not cse,aped from the flew' reward 
Of Ins had deedes, which daily he increast, 

Ne censed not. till him o]iftrehSC(f hard 
The hcavic plague that lor such Icachours is 
prepard. 

XV 

Fbr soone ns he was vanisht Qut of sight, 

His cowrard cfnirage trail emboldncd bee, 

And cast I’ avenge him of thatfowle despight 
Which he had borne of his bold enimee : 

Tho to his brethren came, for they were three 
Ungratunis chddren of fine gracelessc syre. 
Ami unto them complayned how' that he 
Had used heenc of that foolehardie Sfpiyre: 

>So them with bitter words he stml to Gloodic 
yre. 


Forthwith themselves with their sad iiistru- 
menls 


To whom the Triiioo: ‘ Divarfo, ewrafort t« (>f spoylo aii.l mnnlcr tlioj- gan anno bylivo. 

T? .‘n li® 1 111 1 And with him fourth into the forrest w'ent 

For, till thou tiding.s learnc what her betide, 

I here avow thee never to forsake. 

Ill weares he armes, that mil them use for 
ljudies sake.’ 

MI 

Sf) with the Dw'arfe he back retournM ngaiiie. 

To seeke his Lady where he mote her linde; 

Hut by the w'av he greatly gaii com|)lsPine 
'I'hc want of his good Squire latelefte.behindc. 

For wrhorn he w-ondrous pensive grew* in 
miiide, 

Ff»r doubt of daunger which mote him betide; 

For him he loved above all mankinde, 

Having him trew and faithfull ever tride. 

And bold, as ever Squyre that waited by 
knights side : 

Mir 

Who all this W'hile full hardly was as'.ayd 
()f deadly daunger, which to liiin betidd. 

For, whiles his Lord pursewdthat noble Mayd, 

After that foster fowle he fiercely ridd 
To bene avenged of the shame he did 
To that fairc Dainzcll : Him he choced long 
Through tho thieke woods wherein he w'ould 
have bid 


To wreake the wrath, which he did earst 
revive [ drive 

In their sterne brests, on him w'hieh late did 
Their brother to reproeh andshamefull flight; 
hor they had vow’d that never he alive 
t)iit of that forest should e.scapc their might : 
Vile raneour their rude harts had fild with 
such despight. 

XVII • 

■Within that wood there "wa-s a eovert glade, 
Foreby a narrow foord, to them W'ell kmnviic, 
Thniugh which it was uiicnth for wight to 
And 110% by fortuin; it -was ovcrfiownc. f w'ade ; 
By that same irvay they knew that Squyre im- 
knowue ' ' ” 

Mote algates passe: forthy themselves tliey 
Tlicre in await with thickeVoods overgrownc, 
And all the while their malice they did -whet 
With cnicll threats his imssagc through the 
ford to let. 


It fortuned, as they devised had : 

The gentle Squyre came rydiug that same way, 
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UnwcotinK of thoir ile and treason bad, 

And through the ford to pasacn did assay ; 

But tliat fierce foster, n hich late fled aWay, 
Stoutly foorth stepping on the further sliorc, 
Him boldly bad his passage there to stay, 

Till he bad made amends, and full restore 
For all the damage whieh he had him doen 
afore. 

XIX 

With that at him a quiv’ring dart he threw, 
With so fell force, and villeinous despite, 

That through his haberjenn the forkehead fle-w, 
Aud througn the linlied maylcs empierced 
quite, 

But had no powre in his soft, flesh to bite. 

That stroke the hardy Squiit! did sore displease. 
But more that ^im he could not come to sniftc ; ' 
For by no ineanes the high bankc he could 
sc.'ksc, [ vaine disease. 

But labour’d long in that deciie ford with 

XX 

And still the foster with his long bore-speare 
Him kept from landing at his wished will. 
Anonc one sent out of the thicket nearc 
A oriK'll shaft, headed with deadly ill, 

And fethered with an unltfcky quill : ^ 

The wicked stccle stayd not till it did light 
In his left thigh, and 'deepely did it thrill : 
Exceeding griofe that wound in him ompight. 
But more that with his foes he could not conic 
to fight. 

XXI 

At last, through wrath and vcngeaunce mak- 
ing way, 

lie on the bancke arryvd with mickle pa3me. 
Where t)ie tliinl brother him did sore assay. 
And drove at him with all his might and 
mayne 

he forest-bill, which both his hands did strajme; 
But waril}' he di<t avoide the blow, 

And with iiis spoarc requited him againe. 

That both his sides were thrilled ivith the 
throw, f did flow. 

.And a laige stieame of blood out of the wound 


XXII 

He, tombling downe, with gnashing teeth did 
The I)itter earth, and bad to lett him 111 [bite 
Into the balcfull house of endle.sse. night, [sin. 
Where wicked ghosts doe waile their former 
Tho gan the battaile freshh' to begin ; 

For nathemorc for that spectacle bad 
Did th’ other two their cruell vengeaunce blin, 
But botli attonce on both sidc-s him bestnd, 
And load upon him laj'd his life for to have had. 


XXIII 

Tbo wlien that Villajm he aviz’il, which late 
Affrighted lind the fairest Florimell, 

Ftdl of tiers fur}- and indignant bate 
To him lie turned, and with rigor fell 
Smote him so rudely on tlio i’nnnikcll, 

That to the chin he’cleftc his liead in twaii|e. 
Downe on the ground his carkas grovefing fell: 
His sinfiill sowle with desperate disdaine 
Out of her fleshly' ferme fled to the place ol 
painc. 

XXIV 

That seeing, now the only last of three 
Who with that wicked shattc liim wounded had, 
Trembling with horror, ns that dul foresro 
Tlie fearefull end of his avcngcinent sad, | had, 
'Through wideh he follow should his brethren 
His bootelessc bow in feeble hand tqicaught, 
And therewith shott an arrow at the lad; 
Which, fayntly fluttering, scarce his helmet 
rauglit,* [naught. 

And glauncing fel to ground, but him nmioycd 

fc XXV 

With that he would have fled into the w (w»d ; 
But limias him lightly ovcrhcnl, 

Bight ns he entring was into the flood. 

And strooke at him w’ith force so violent, 

That hcadlesse him into the foord he sent : 
The enrens with the stronmc was can led doivnc. 
But th* head fell backeward on the Continent; 
So mischief fel upon the moaners erowme. 
They tlircc be dead with hliainc, the Squire 
lives wdtli renow'iie. 

XXVI 

lie lives, but takes small joy of his rcnow’nc ; 
For of that cruell wound he Idcd so sore, 

TJiat from hh steed he fell in deadly swownc: 
Yet Btfll the blood forth gusht in sogrcatstorc, 
Thpt Ve la\' ivallowd all in his ownc gore. 
Now God thee keepc, thou gentlest squire alive, 
Els shall thy loving Lord thee sec no more ; 
But both of comfort liim thou shalt deprive, 
And eke thy selfe of honor which thou didst 
atchive. 

XXVII 

Providence hevenly passeth living thought, 
And doth for wretched mens relicfe make way ; 
For loe ! great grace or fortune tliither brought 
Comfort to him that comfortlessc now laj*. 

Tn those same woods yc m'gII remember may 
How that a noble huntercssc did wonne, 

Shee, that biw fiiaggadochio did affray, 

And make him fast out of the forest ronne ; 
Belpbmbe Avas her name, as fairc os Phoebus 
suimc. 
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XXVIll 

She on a day, as slieo pursewal the chace 
Of some wilde beast, wliieli with her arrowes 
kccne 

She wounded had, the same along did trace 
By tract of blood, which she had freshly scene 
To have bcsprinckled all the gjassy greenc : 

By the great persiie which she there i^rceav’d, 
^^cll hoped slice the Ix'ust engor'd had bcenc, 
And made more haste the life to have bercav’d ; 
But ah ! her expectation greatly was deceavU 

XXIX 

Shnrtlv she came whereas that wofull Siptirc, 
With blood deformed, lay in deadly swownd; 
In whose faire eyes, like lamps of quenched tire, 
The (^hristall humor stood congealdl rownd; 
llis lucks, like faded IcaA'Cs fallen to grownd. 
Knotted w'itli blood in bounches rudeh' ran ; 
And his sAvcctc lifts, on Avhich before that 
stownd 

I'licbud of youth toblossome faire liegan, [Avan. 
iSlK)il(l of tlieir rosy red Avere Avoxen pale and 

XXX 

SaAv never living cie more heavy sight, 

That could haA'e made a rocke of stone to rcAv. 
(Jr rive in tAvaiiie : Avhich Avhen that Lady bright, 
Besides all hojic, Avith melting eies did vew. 
All suddeinly abasht shee chaunged hcAv, 

And Avith sterue horror backAvard gan to start ; 
But Avhcii shee better him beheld shee grcAv 
Full of soft passion and un Avon ted smart: [hart. 
The point of pitty fjerced through her tender 

XXXI 


1*5 

XXXllI 

The sovcrainc Aveede l!etA>ixt tAvo marbles 
plaine 

Slice poAvnded small, and did in pccces bruzc: 
And then atweene her lilly handcs twaine 
Into his Avound the juice thereof did scruze; 
And round about, as she could Avell it uzc. 

The flesh therewith shoe sufijiled and did stecfieL 
T’ abate all spasme, and soke thesAxclImgbruze; 
And, after having searcht the intuse deepe, 
She Avith her scarf did bind the Avound from 
cold to kcciMi. 

XXXIV * 

By this he had SAvect life recur’d agaAme, 

And, groning inly deepe, at last his efes, 
llis w'atry eies dfizling like deawy rayne. 

He lip gan lifte toAvard the azure skies. 

From Avhenec descend all hoiiclesse remedies : 
ThercAvith he sigh'd ; and, turning him aside. 
The g<N>dly Maide, fill of divinities 
And gifts of heavenly grace, he by him spide. 
Her l^AV and gilden quiver lying' him beside. 

XXXV 

I * Merev, d<*are Lord !’ (said he) * Avhnt grace 
this • 

I That thou hast sheAved to me sinfull Avight, 

To send thine Angcll from her boAvre of blis 
To comfort me in my distressed plight. 

Angell, or GoiUlesse'doe I call thee right ? 
What service may I doe unto thee meete. 

That hast from irarkenes me returnd to light. 
And with thy hevenly salves and nied’eines 
SAvecte* [blessed feete.’ 

Hast drest my sinfull Avounds? 1 kis.se thy 
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Meckcly shee lioAvcd doAvne, to Aveetc if life 
Veit in his tVosen memliers did remaitic; 

And, feeling by his jiulses beating rife 
'I'liat the weake hoaa’Ic her sent did A'ett refaine. 
She cast to comfort him Avith busie paina. , 
llis double folded ucckc she reard upright. 

And rubd his temples and each trembling A'uino; 
llis may led habeijeon she did iindight. 

And from liis head his hcaA'y burganet did light. 

XXXII 

Into the woods thenceforth in haste shee Avent, 
To seeke for hcarbes that mote him remedy ; 
For shoe of herbes had great intendiment, * 
Taught of the Njinphe Avhich from her infancy 
Her nourced had in treAv Nobility ; ‘ 

There, Avhether yt diAdne Tobacco Avere, 

Or ranacliaia, <ir Polygony, ' 

Shee fownd, and brought it to her patient deare, 
Who al this while lay bleding out his hart- 
blood ueare. 


XXXVI 

Thereat she blushing said ; ‘ Ah ! gentle 
Squire, 

Nor Goddesse I, nor Angell ; Jnit the Mnyd 
And daughter of a Avowly Nymphe, desire 
No service but thy safety and ayd ; 

Which if thou ^aine, I shal be Avell apnyd. 
Wee mortull Avights, whose lives and fortunes 
To cominim accidents stil open layd, [bee 
Are boAvnu Avith commun bond of frailtee. 

To succor Avretched wights whom we captived 
sec.’ 


XXXVII 

By this her Damzells, AA’hich the former chaoe 
Had undertaken after her, arryv’d. 

As did Belphcebe, in the bloody place. 

And thereby deemd the beast had bene dcpriA'’d 
Of life, whom late their ladies arrow ryv’d ; 
iForthy the bloody tract they folloAvd fast, 
[And cA’-cry one to ronne the sAviilest etiy v’dg 
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But luo of them Ihp rest far over past, 
ilnd where their La^ly was arrived at the last. 

XXWllI 

Where when they saw that goodly bov with 
blood 

Delbwled, aud their Lady dresse his wownd, 
I'hey woiidred much ; and shortly understood 
How liim in deadly ease iheyr Lady fownd, 
And rcskowed out of the heavy stownd. 
Kftsoones his warli ke courser, which was strayd 
Farrc in the woodes whiles that he lay in 
s wownd, [atayd, 

She made those Damzels search ; which being 
They did him set theron, and forth with them 
convayd, 

XXXIX • 

Into that forest farrc they thence him led, 
Wheic was their dwelling, in a pleasant glade 
With mountaiues rownd about environed. 

And mightie woodes which did the valley shade 
And like a stately Theatre it made, 

S[iroading it selfe into a spatious plaino : 

And in the midst a little river plaide 
Kinongst the pinny stones, which seemd to 
plaine [resfraine. 

With gentle murmure tlut his cours they did 


XI. 

Beside the same a dainty ])lace thoie lay. 
Planted with nnrtle trees and lam ells greeric, 
In wliich the birds song rn.any a lovely lay 
Of (lods high jiraise, and of tlioir loves sweet 
teeiie. 

As it an earthly Paradize had beeiie: 

In whose enclosed shadow thcie was pight 
A lain* Pavilion, scareely to bee scene, 

'J'hc winch was al within most lichly dight. 
That greatest Princes liking it mole well de- 
light. 

XU 

Thither they brought that wounded SqinTC, 
and layd 

In casie couch his feeble limbos to rest. 

He rested him awhile ; and then the Mayd 
His readie wound with hetuw salvi^new drest ; 
Daily she dressed him, and did the best 
His grievous hurt to guarish, that she might; 
That shortly she his dolour hath redrest. 

And his foule sore reduced to faire plight : 

It she reduced, but himselfc destroyed quigBt. 

XLll 

0 foolish pliysick, and unfruitfull paine, 

That hcales up one, and makes another wound ! 
.She his hurt thigh to him recurd againe, 

But hurt his hart, the which before was sound, 


Through an iimvary dart, winch did rohownd 
Fiom her faire eyes and gi ai urns ooimtcriaiince. 
What boulcs it him from death to ne iinbow'jid, 
'J'o be CRfitivcd in eiidlc'i.'sC' dura mice 
Of sorrow and despeyre without aleggeaunce * 

t 

XI-lIl . 

Still as Ills wound did gather, and grow nole, 
So still Ins hart woxesoic, and healllulecayd: 
IVladncxse to save a part, and lose the whole’ 
Still whenas he beheld the hcavenJy Mayd, 
Whiles daylv playsiers to hio wownd she layd^ 
So still his Malady the more mcrcasl, 

The whiles her matchlessc bcautiu him dis- 
mayd. 

Ah (4od ! w’lial, other could ho do at least, 

But lovcrf;o fayre a Lady thai Ins life relenst ? 

xuv 

lj(»ng while he strove in his coiageons brost 
With leason dew the ])assion to sulxlew'. 

And love for to dislodge out of Ins nest : 

Still when her excelleucies lie did mw. 

Her s«*vtrame bonnlie and cele.siiall bew, 

The same to lovi* he strongly w'as constraynd 
Rut when his meaneesinte he did re\ew,' 
lie from such Jiardy holdnesse was icttrayinl, 
Aud of his hieklessc loti and cruell 1o\o tliiis 
]>laynd : 

XLV 

MTiithunkrull wretch,' (said he) ‘is this the 
meed, fquightV 

With which her soveiaiii mercy thou doest 
Thy life she saved by her graliou'. deed ; 

But thou doest weeiie w'lth villeiiious de-,pight 
To blott her honour, and her heavenly light. 
Dye rather, d 3 ’^p, then so dislovallv 
Decme of her high desert, or seemc so light • 
Faj're death il iB,to Khonne more shame, totly : 
Dj't? rather, d 3 ', then ever love dislo^-ally. 

« • 

M.VI 

‘ But if to love disloyalty it bee, 

Shall I then hale her that from deathes dole 
Me brought? ah, farre lie suchreproch fro mee’ 
What can I Icsue doe then her love therefore, 
Sith I her dew rcw'ard cannot restore \ 

D.ve rather, dve, and dying doe her serve ; 
Dying her serve, and living lier adore , 

Thy life she gave, thy life she doth deserve : 
Dye rather, dye, then ever from hci service 
swerve. 

XLvir 

* But, foolish boy, what bmites th)’ service haee 
To her to whom the hcvens doe serve and sew? 
Thou, a meanc Sqiivre of meeke and lowl,v place. 
She, hevenl^' borne and of cclestiull hew. 
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How then V of all love taketh equall vew ; 

And dotli not highest God vouehsafe to take 
The love and service of the basest crew ? 

If she will not, dye meekly for Iier sake : 

I)ye rather, dye, then ever so taire love for- 
sake ! ’ 

XLVllI 

'J'hiis warreid he long time against liis will ; 
Till that through weaknessehewas forst atlast 
yield liiinselfe unto the mightie ill, 

Which, as a victour proud, gau ransack fast 
Hih inward partes, and all his entrayles wast, 
That neither blood in face iu»r life in hart 
It left, but both did quite dryc up and blast ; 

As percing levin, which the inner jiart 
Of every thing cuusiinies, and colciucth by art. 

XLlX 

AVhich seeing fayre Belphocbc gan to feare, 
Least that hi» wound were inlj^ Avelliiot heald. 
Or that the wicked stcclc eini>ovsned were : 
liitlc shec weend that love he close conceald. 
Vet still he wasted, its the snow oougcald 
When the bright sunne his beanis theron 
doth beat : 

Vet never he his hart to her reveald ; 
lliit rather chose to dye for sorow great, 

Then with dishoiioralile ternies her to entreat.! 

L 

She, gracious Lady, yet no paincs did spare 
I’o doe him ease, or iloc him remedy. 

Many llestoratives of vertues rare. 

And costly (^ordialles she did apply. 

To mitigate his stubborne malady : 

Ihil that SAveet (Jordiall, Avhich can restore 
A love-sick hart, she did to him eiiA’v ; 

To him, ami to all th’ unwortliy Avorhl forlore 
She did envy that sovcraiiie salve in secret 
store.* 

i.t ’ 

That daintie Rose, the daughter of her Momc, 
More deare then life she tendered, whose tion re 
The girlond of her honour did adomc : 

Ne suflred she the Middayes scorching iiOAvrc, 
Ne the sharp Northeme Ai’ind thereon to shoAvre ; 
Rut lapiied up her silken leaves most e.hayre, 
When so the froward skye began to lowre \ 


QVREME. ^ 

But, soone as calmed was the christall ayre, ‘ 
iShe did it fayre dispred and let to florish fayre. 

1.1 r 

Ktcmall God, in his alinightie poAvre, 

To make cnsample of his heavenly grace. 

In ]*aradize whylomc did plant this llowrc; 
Whence he it fetcht out of her native place, 
And did in stoclce of earthly flesh enracc, 

That mortall men her glory should adniATc. 

In gentle Ladies bre^ste and bounteous race 
Of woman kind itfayrest Flowre doth siiyre, 
And bearctli fruit of honour aiMl all chast 
desyre. 

Llll 

Fayre ympe-s of beautie, Avhose bright shining 
• beames 

Adomc the Avorld Avith like to heavenly light, 
And to your Avillcj? both royalties and Rcames 
•SiibdcAA', through conquest of your Avondrous 
might. 

With this fayre floAvrc your goodly girlonds 
Of chastity ainl A'^ertue A'irginall, [dight 
That shall embellish more your beautie bright, 
And croAvnc your heades Avith heavenly 
coronall,* 

Such the Angels AVfare before Gods tribiuiall ' 

LIV 

To your faire selves a fairc cnsample frame 
Of this fairc virgin, this Relphebe faA re ; 

I’o Avhoin, m jierfect love and sjiotlesse fame 
Of ehastitie, none liAdng may compayre : 

X« ]M)ysnou8 F.iu'y justly can empayre 
The praysc of her fresh tloAvring Maydenhead; 
Forthy *she standeth on the highest stable 
Of til' honorable stage of AAomanhead, 

That Ladias all ma} folloAV licr eusam])le dead. 

LV 

In so great prayse of stedfast chastih’ 
Nathlessc she Avas so eourteoJfs and kyiide, 
Tempred with grace and goodly miHl^ty, 
That seemed those tAvo vertues stroA’e to fynd 
The higher place in her llcroick inynd : 

So stri\in^ each did other more augment, 

And both cncrcast the prayse of woman kynde. 
And both enereast her beautie excellent { 

So all did make in her a perfect complement. 
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CANTO VI. 

The birth of fayre Belphoclx! nnd 
Of Amorett is told : 

^'hc Gardins of Adonis fraught 
With pleasures manifold. 


We:.i. iaav 1 ivee^fairc Ladies, all this while | 
Ye wondei^now this noble Damozcll 
So great perfections did in her compile, 

Sith that in salvage forests she did dwell, 

So fane from court and royall Citadcll, 

The great schoolmaistrcsse of all courtesv : 
Seemeth that such wilde woodes should far 
expell 

All civile usage and gentility. 

And gentle sprite defonne with rude rusticity. 

II 

But to this fairo Belphocbe in her berth 
The hcvens so fav'orabic were and free, 
Looking willi m^'ld aspect upon the earth 
] u th' Horoscoiie of lier ij^ti\itee. 

That all the gifts of ^ace and chastitee' 

On her they poured forth of plenteous home: 

J ove lauglit on Venus IVom his sovera^ne ^ee. 
And Phoebus with faire beames did her 
adurnc, [borne. 

And all the Graces riK'kl her cradle being 

HI 

Her berth was of the w'ombe of Morning dew, 
And her conception of the joyous Prime ; 

And all her whole creation did Jier shew 
Pure and unspotted from all loathly crime 
That is ingencrate in fleshly slime." 

So was this virgin borne, so was she bred ; 

»So w'As she traced up from time to time 
In all chaste vertue ::nd tnie bounti-hed, 

Till to her dew perfection she were ripened. 

IV 

Her mother was the faire CliiysOfeoncc, 

The da^hter of Amphisa, who by race 
A Faerie was, yborne of high degree. 

She bore Belphoebe ; she bore in like cacc 
Fayre Amoretta in the second place : 

These two were twinnes, and twixt tliem two 
did share 

The heritage of all celestial! grace ; 

That all the rest it seemd they robbed bare 
Of bounty, and of beautle, and all vertues 
rare. 


V 

It were a goodly storit to dedaro 
By what straungc accident faire Chn'si^one 
Conceiv’d these infan U, and how them she bare 
In this wilde foriest wandring all alone, 

After she had nine monetbs fultild and gone: 
For not other wemens commune brood 
They were enwombed in the sacred throne 
Of liler chaste bodic; nor with coiniuuue focid, 
As other wemens babes, they suckud vitoll 
blood: 

VI 

But wondrously they were liegot and bred 
Througlf influence of th* hcveu!» fruitful! ray 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 

It was iqion a Sommers sliiiiie day. 

When Titan faire his beames did display, 

In a fresh fountaine, far from all mens vew”. 
She bath'd her brest the boyling heat t'allay ; 
She bath’d with roses red and violets blew, 
And all the SAveelest flowers that iutheforrest 
grew: 

VII 

Till faint through yrkesomc wearines, adow'ne 
Upon the grassy ground her selfe she layd 
To slcepe. the whiles a gentle slombring 
swowne 

Upon her fell, all naked bare displayd. 
Tbc^siinbeaiiics bright upon her boily playd. 
Being through former bathing mollilide, ‘ 

And pierst into her wombe, where they 
embayd 

With SO sweet sence and secret powre iiiispide. 
That in her pregnant flesh they shortly fruc- 
tiflde. 

VIII 

Miraculous may seeme to him that rcades 
So straungc ensample of conception . 

But reason teachelh that the fruitful 1 seades 
Of all things living, through impression 
Of the sunbeames in moyst complexion, 

Doe life conceive nnd qnickned are by kynd ; 
So, after Nilus inundation. 

Infinite shapes of creatures men doe fynd 
Informed in the mud on which the Sunne hatti 
shynd. 
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IX 

Great father he of generation 
Is rightly cald, th’ authour of life and light ; 
And hisVaire sister for creation 
Ministreth matter tit, which, tmnprcd right 
With heate and humour, breedes the living 
wight. [gone; 

So s prong these twinne-i in womli of Cliryso- 
Tot wist she nought thereof, but sore affright, 
Wondrctl to see her belly so upblone, 

Which .still increast till she her tenne had full 
outgone. 

X 


Their wofull harts he wounded had whyleai’e 
And so had left them languishing twixt hope 
and feare. 

XIV 

I She then the Cities sought from gate to gate, 

! And everie one did aske. did he him .see? 

And everie one her answerd, that t(N) late 
lie had him seene, and felt the crueltec 
Of his sharpe dartes and whot urtilleree: 

And evci^' one threw forth reproubes rife 
Of his mischievous deedcs, and snyd that hec 
I Was the distuibcr of all civill life^ 

The enimy of peace, and authour of all strife. 


Whereof conceiving shame and foulc disgrace, 
Albe her guililesse conscience her cleard. 

She lied into the wildernesse a spac^ 

Till that unweeldy burden she had reard. 

And shund dishonor which as death ahefeaid^ 
Whei'p. wearie of long travcill, downe to rest 
Her selfe she set, and comfortably chcard : 
There a sad cloud of bleepc her ovcikest. 

And seized every aence with sorrow sore 
op[)rcst. • 

XI 

It fortuned, faire Venus having lost 
Her little sonne, the win^l god of love. 

Who, for some light displeasure which him 
crost. 

Was from her fled as flit as avery Dove, 

And left her blisfull bowre of joy above ; 

(So from her often he had fled away. 

When she for ought him sharpely did reprove, 
And wandred in the world in strauiige arav. 
Disguiz’d in thousand shapes, that none might 
him bewray.) 

XII 

Him for to seeke, she left her heavenly hous, 
The house of goodly formes and faire aspect, 
Whence all the world derives the glorious I 
Features of bcautie, and all shapes select, ’ ' * 
With which high God his workmanship hath 
deckt ; J_wings 

And searched everie way through which his 
Had borne him, or hi.s tract she mute detect : 
She promist kisses sweet, and sweeter things. 
Unto the man tliat of him tydings to her 
brings. 


XV 

Thgp In the countrey she abroad him sought, 
And m the rurall cottages in()uir'd ; 

Where also maiiyplaintes to her were brought. 
How he their heetlelesse harts with love had fir'd, 
And his false venim through their veines m - 
spir’d : [ sat 

And cku the gentle Shcpheanl swaynes, whicli 
Keeping their fleecy flockes os they* wei-e hyr’d, 
She sw'eetly heard* complaiue, bolli how and 
what [ thereat. 

Her sonne hod to the^ doen , yet site did smile 

XVI 

But when in none of all these she him got. 
She gan avize where els he mote him hydet 
At last she her bethought that she had 'not 
Yet sought thesalvage woods and forests wyde. 
In which full many lovely Nymphes abyde ; 
Mongst whom might be that he did closely lye. 
Or that the love of some of them him ty'dc': 
Forthy she thither cast her course t’ apply, 
To search the secret haunts of Dianes company 

xvn 

Shortly unto the wastcfull woods she came. 
Whereas she found the GoddeuMi with her crew, 
After late chacc of their embi'ewed game. 
Sitting beside a fountaine in a rew ; 

Some of them washing with the liquid dew 
From off their dainty limbs the dusty sweat 
And soyle,4vhicli did deforme their lively liew , 
Others' lay shadeil fi'om the scorching heat, 
The rest upon her person gave attendance great 


XIII 

First she him sought in Court, where most he 
us’d [not . 

Whylome to haunt, but there she found him 
But many there she found which sore accus'd 
His falshood, and with fbwle infamous blot 
His cruell deedcs and wicked wyles did spot: 
Ladies and Lordes she ever3rwhere mote heare 
Gomplayning, how with his empoysned shot 


XVIII 

She, having hong upon a bough on high 
Her bow and painted quiver, had uiilastc 
Her silver buskhiB from her nimble thigh. 
And her lanck loynes ungin, and brests ua- 
braste, 

After her heat the breathing cold to taste t 
Her golden lockes, that late in tresses bright 
Emfc^aded were for hindring of her haste. 
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Now looHC about her shoulders hong iindight, i 
And were with sweet Ambrosia all bcspriiickled 
light. 

XIX 


As any Niinphq; (let not it be envide.’) 

So saying, every Niinph full narrowly shee eida 

XXIV 


Soonc os she Venus saw behindc her backe, 
She was asham’d to be so loose surpriz’d ; 

And Avoxe halfe wroth against her dainzds 
That had not her thereof bdore aviz’d, [ slacke, 
But suffred her so earelesly disguiz'd 
Be overtaken. Sonne her garments loose 
irpgath’ring, in her l)osome she comi)riz’d 
Well as shtynight, and to the Goddes.se rose; 
Willies all her Nymphes did like agirlond her 
enclose. 

XX 

Goodly she gan faire Cj’therea greet, , 
And short I3' n!«kc<d her, what cause her brought 
Into that vildernesse for lier unmc'ct, 

I'mm her sivecte bowres, and beds with plea- 
sures fraught ? [thought. 

That suddein ehaunge she straungc adventure 
To whom halfe weeping she thus answered ; 
Tliat she her dearest soiine Ciipido sought, 
Who in his frowardnes from her was Hed, 
That she repented sore to have him angered. 

XXI * • 

Thereat Diana gan to smile, in scome 
Of her vaine playnt, and to her scotring sayd : 
‘ (ireat pitty sure that ye be so forlorne 
Of \ our gay soune, that gives ye so good jiyd 
To your disports : ill mote ye bene apayd.’* 
But she was more engrieved, and replide ; 

‘ Faire sister, ill beseemes it to upbrayd 
A dolefull heart with so disdain full jiride ; 

The like that mine may be your paiiic another 
tide. 

XXII 

‘ As you in woods and wanton wildemesse 
Your glory sett to ehace the salvage beasts. 

So iu\ defight is mil in joyfulnesse, 

In beds, in bowres, in bauckets, and in feasts : 
And ill becomes you, with your lofty creasts. 
To hcorne the joy that Jove is glad to soeke: 
Wo both are bownd to follow’ lieavens behuist.s, 
And tend our charges with obcisauiwc ineekc. 
Spare, gentle sister, with reproeh my paiiic to 
ccke; 

XXTII 

‘ And tell me, if that yc my snnne have heard 
To lurke eirongst your Nimphcn in secret 
wize, 

Or keepe their cabins : much I am affeard 
l^icast he like one of them him selfe disguize, 
And turne his arroves to their exercize. 
So’may he long lum sellh full easie hide ; 

For he is faire and fresh in face and guize 


But Phmho therewith sore w’as angered. 

And sharply saidc : ‘ Goe, Dame ; goc, seeke 
3'our boi’, 

Where^vou him latelj' lefte, in Mars his IhkI : 
lie eoihos not here; we scome his foolish joy, 
No lend w'C leisure to his idle, toj’ : 

But if I catcli him in this company. 

By Stj'giaii lake I vow, whose sad annoj’ 

The (iods doe divad, he dcarl.v shall abve: 
lie clip his w’aiiton wings, that he no more 
shall flye.' 

XXV 

Whom w’Tienas Venus saw so sore displcasd, 
Sh«) inlj’ sory was, and gan rtilent 
What shei‘ had said ; so her she soone appeasd 
With sugred w’ords and gentle blaiidishmeiil. 
Which as a foimtaine from her sweete lips 
w’enk 

And wellqjd goodly forth, that in short space 
She was Avell plcasd, and forth her damzel!..-> 
sent [place, 

Tlirough all the woods, to search from place to 
If any tract of him or tidings they mote trace, 

XXVI 

To search the God of love her Nimphes she 
sent 

Throughout the wandving forest everj’ where*. 
And after them her selfe eke with her W’cnt 
To seeke the fugitive both farre and iicru. 

So long thc}^ sought, till they arrived were 
In that same shady covert ivhereas lay 
Faire Crj’sogone in slombry traunce wliilerc ; 
Who in Jier sl-epe (a wondrous tiling to say) 
Unwaces had borne two babes, as faire 'as 
^ springing day. 

XXVII 

IJnwares she them conceivd, unwares she 
bore : 

She bore withouten pjiine, that she conceiv’d 
Witliouten pleasure ; iic* lier need implore 
Lucinacs aide: which when they both yierceiv’d, 
They were tlirough wonder nigh of sisiice be- 
rev’d. 

And gazing each on other nought bespake. 

At last the^’ both agreed her seeming griev’d 
Out of her heavie swowne not to awake [take. 
But from her loving side the tender babes to 

XXVIII 

Up they them looke ; each one a babe up- 
And with them carried to be fostered, [took^ 
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Dame I’hofbe ti) a Nympho hey babo botnoko 
To be upbi ought in [icrfect Mayilonhod, 

And, of her selfu, her name IJelphnpbo red : 
lJut Venus hers thence far awav convayd. 

To he ii])bi ought in goodly womanlied ; 

And, in her liile loves stead, which was strayd, 
ller Amorettii cald, to comfort her distnayd. 


And grow afresh, as they had never scene 
Fleshly corruption, nor mortall pavne. [mayne, 
Some thousand yeares so doen they there rc- 
And then of him are clad with other hew. 

Or sent into the chauiigefull world aga} 11 e. 
Till thither they rctourne avWc lii^t they 
grew: • [to new. 

So, like a whccle, arownd they ronne from old 


XXIX 

Sliee hroimht her to her joyous Paradize, 
VVher most she wonnes when she on earth does 
So lain- a jilace as Nature can devi/e: [dwell; 
Whether in Paphos, or Cythernn hill, " 

Or It iii,Gnidu« hw', I wole not well, 

But w('ll 1 wote by triall, that this same 
All other plcasauiit places doth cxceU, 

And called i" hi her lost lovers name. 

The tlardin of Adonis, fai renowmd by fame. 

XXX 

In that same Gardin all the goodly flowrcs, 
Wher(‘with dame Nature doth her beautify. 
And decks the girlonds of her Parungjoures, 
Are fetcht : there is the first seminary 
Of all things that an* borne to live and die, 
According to their kvnds. Long worko it 'were 
Here to account the endlessc progeny 
Of all the weeds that luul and hlossomo there; 
But so much as doth need must needs be 
couutcd here. 


\x\i 


XX\IV 

Ne needs there Gardiner to sett or sow. 

To plant or prune ; for of their oiv§e acconl 
All things, as they created were, doe grow, 
And yet remember well the mighty word 
Which first was spoken by Ih’ Almighty L(»rd, 
That bad them lo increase and multiply : 

Nc dfle Ihev need with water of the ford. 

Or of the clouds, to moysten their roots dry; 
For in theinsidvcs eternall moisture they iin- 
ply. 

XXXV 

Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred. 
And iineoutli formes, which none let ever 
And every sort is in a sondry bed * [knew; 
Sett by it aclfe, and ranckt in comely rew ; 
Some fitt for reasonable sowlca t’ indew , 

Some fhade for beast* some made for birds to 
wcare ; 

And all the fruitfull spaivne of fishes heiv 
III endlessc ramks along (‘nraniiged wen*, 
That sectnd the Ocean coiihl not (‘ontaiiie 
Iheiii tlieie. 


It sited i\a.s in fruitfull soilo of old. 

And girt in ivith two w.-dls («n either side; 
The one of yroii, the otlier of briglit gohl, 

That none might Ihorougli hrcalve, nor over- 
stride . 

And double gates it had ivliieh opened wide, 
By which both in ami out men motcii pa'^: 
J'h't>ne faire and fresh, the other old and dride. 
Old Genius the porter of them was, • .• 
Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 


XXXVI 

Daily they grow, and daily forth are scut 
Into the. world, it to replenish more ; 

Yet is the stockc not lessened nor spent, 

But still remaiues in everlasting store, 

As it at first created was of yore: 

For in the wide wombe of tlie world there lyes, 
III lintefiill darknes and in deepo horrora. 
lAn huge eternall Chaos, whicl»sniiplyes 
Thesuhstauiices of natures fruitfull pntgonies. 


XXMI 

He lettetli iii, he letterh out to wend 
All that 10 come into the world desire: 

A thousand thousand naked babes atU'iid 
About him day and night, 'wliieii dm; reipiire 
That he with fleshly weeds would them attiiu: 
Sueh as him list, such os cteimal] tale 
Ordained hath, he clothes ivith sinfiill mire. 
Ami seiideth forth to live in mortall state, 

I’lll thev agnyn leturne backe by the hinder 
gate 

XXXIII 

After that they agnine retounicd heone, 

They In that Giirdin planted bee oguyne, 


W'WII 

All things from tliciiee doc their first being 
fetcl^ 

And borrow matter whereof they are made ; 
Which, whenas forme and feature it doesketeh, 
Becomes a body, and doth then invade 
The suite of life out of the gnesly shade. 

That substaunce is cternc, and bideth so ; 

Ne when the hie deenves and forme does fade. 
Doth It consume and into nothing goe. 

But chaunged is, and often altred to and froe. 

XXXVllI 

The substaunce is not chaungd nor altered, 
But th’ only forme and ertward fashion; 



192 


THE FAERIE QUEEJVE. 


[BOOK III. 


For every subataunoe is conditioned 
To chaun^ her hew. and sondry formea to don. 
Meet for her temper and complexion : 

For formes arc variable, and decay 
By course of kinde and by occasion ; 

And that fnirc flowro of benutie fades away, 
As doth the lilly fresh before the sunny ray. 

XXXIX 

Great enimy to it, and to all the rest 
That in the ^lardin of Adonis springs, 

Is wicked '^mc ; who with his scyth addrest 
Does mow the flowring herbes and goodly 
things. 

And all th^r glory to the ground downe lliiigs, 
Where they do wither, and are fowly inard : 
He dyes about, and with his flaggy* wiiijfcs 
bcates downe both leaves and buds without 
reganl, 

Ne ever pitty max’ relent his malice hard. 

XL 

Yet pitty often did the gods relent, 

To see so faire thiuges niard and spoiled 
quight ; 

And their great mother Venus did lament 
The losse of her deare »rood, her dew% de- 
light: 

Her hart xvas pierst with pitty at the sight, 
When walking through the Gardin them she 
* saw, 

Yet no’tc she find redresse for such despiglit : 
For all that lives is subject to that lau ; 

All things decay in time, and to their end 
doe draw. 

XLI 

But were it not that Time their troubler is, 
All tliat in this delightfull Gardin groxves 
Should liappy bee, and have immortall blis : 
Fur here all plenty and all pleasure Howes ; 
And sxveete lo^* gentle fitts emongst them 
throwes. 

Without fell rancor or fond gealosy, 

Franckly each Paranutr his leman knoxves. 
Each bird his mate ; iic any docs envy 
Their goodly meriment and gay f^icity. 

XLIT 

There is continuall Spring, and harx'est there 
Continuall, both meeting at one tyme ; 

For lioth the boughes iloe laughing blossoms 
beare, 

And with fresh colours decke the wanton Piyme, 
And eke attonce the heavy trees they 
clyme. 

Which seeme to labour under their fniites lode : 
The whiles the joyous birdes make their pas- 
tyme 


Emongst the 8l)ady leaves, their sweet abode. 
And tiieir trew loves without suspitioii tell 
abrodc. 

XLIII 

Bight in the ipiddest of that Paradise [top 
Tliere stood a stately Mount, on wlioso round 
A gloomy grove of inirtlc trees (liil rise, * 
Whose shady boughes sharp steclc dul never 
lop, 

Nor wickeil beastes their tender buds dbl crop. 
But like a girlondcomp-isHedthehiglit; [dn>p, 
And from their fruitfull sydes sweet gum did 
That all the ground, with pfetious deaw betlight. 
Threw forth most dainty otlours and most 
sweet delight. 

• XLIV 

And in the thickest covert of that shade 
There was a ple&saimt Arber, not by art 
But of the trees owne inclination made. 

Which knitting their rancko braunebes, part 
to part. 

With wanton yvic twine entrayld athwart, 
And Eglantine and Caprifole c*mong, 

Fashiond above within their inmost part. 

That nether Phoebus beams could through 
them throng, [wrong. 

Nor Aeolus sharp blast rauld workc them any 

XLV 

And all about grew every sort of flowre, 

To xvhich sad lovers were transformde of y, lire ; 
Fresh llyacinthus, Phoebus paramoure 
And dearest love ; 

Foolish Narcisse, that likes the watry shore ; 
Sad Amaranthus, made a floxvre but late. 

Sad Amaranthus, in whose purple gore 
Me seemes I sec Amintas wretched fate, 
Toxahom sxveet Poets verse hath given end- 
le,s.sc date. 

•• * XLVI 

There xvont fay re Venus often to enjoy 
Her deare Adonis joyous company, 

And reape sweet pleasure of the wanton Iwy : 
There yet, some say, in secret he docs ly. 
Lapped in flowres and prctioiis spycery, * 

By her hid from the world, and from the skill 
Of Stygian Goils, which doe her love envy ; 
But she her selfe, when ever that she will, 
Possesseth him, and of his sweetnesse takes 
her fill. 


XLVII 

And sooth, it seemes, they say ; for he may not 
For ever dye, and ever buried bee 
In balefull night where all thinges are foijgoti 
All be he subject to mortaUtiey 
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Yet is eteruc in mutabilitie, . 

And by succession made perpetual!, 
'rransibrnicd oft, and chaunged diverslie ; 

Fc»r him the Fatlicr of all formes they call : 
'J'herforc needs mote be live, that living gives 
to all. 

AKVllI 

TJiere now he liveth in eternall blis, 

Jo;v ing his goddessc, and of her cnjo3 d ; 

Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his, 

Which with his criiclliiiske him deadly oloyd: 
For that wilde [tore, the which him once an- 
Slic tirmcly hath i*mpri.soned for a}’, [m»yd, 
That her sweet love his malice mote avoyd. 

In a strong rocky Cave, which is, they say. 
Hewen iindcriie.aLh that Mount, thit^ none* him 
losen may. 

XI.IX 

There now he lives in ev’erlas ting joy, 

With many of the Clods in comiinny 
Which thither haunt, ami with the winged boy, 
Sporting him selfe in safe felicity: 

Who when he halli with spoilcs anr^^criielty 
Kansackt the world, and in the Avofull harts 
Of many wretches set his triumphes live. 
Thither rcsortes, and, laying his sad dartes 
Asyde, with fairc Adonis places his wanton 
partes. 

L 

And his trew love faire Psyche with him 

I ilayes, 

*syelie to liini lately reconcyld. 

After long troubles and unmeet upbrayea 
With which his mother Venus her revyld. 
And eke himsclfe her cruelly exyld : 

Put now in stedfast love and happy state 
She with him lives, and hath him borne a cbyld, 
Pleasure, that doth both g^nls and men aggrate, 
IMeasure, the daughter of Cupid and Psychertate. 


^ Hither great Venus brought this infant fayre. 
The yonger daughter of Chrysogonoo, • 


And unto Psyche with great trust and care 
Committed her. yfostei-ed to bee 
And trained up in trew feminitee : 

Who no lease carefully her tendered 
Then her owne daughter Pleasure, to whom shoe 
Made her companion, and her leb>one(l 
In all the lore ot love, and goinlly womanhend. 


I In which when she to perfect ripenes grew. 
Of grace and bcautic noble Paramne, 

I She brought her forth into the worldcs vew', 
jTo lie th’ cnsample of true love alone, 
j And Lodeslarre of all chaste allcction 
To all fayre Ladies that doe live on grownd. 
To Faery court she came; whe^ many one 
•Adiiiyid her goodly Imv'eour. and fowiid 
jllis feeble liart wide launched with loves cruel 
I w'ownd. 


j Hut >>he to none of them her love did east, 
ISave to the noble knight Sir Sendamoi-e. 
iTo whom her loving hart she linked fast 
jin faitlifiill love, t’ abide for evermore; 
j And for his dearest ^e endured sore 
Sore fironblc of an hainous enimy, 
j Who her w oiild forced have to liave forlore 
I Her former love and stedfa.st loialty, 

I As ye may elswhcre reade that ruei'ull history. 


i But well I weene, ye first desire to leame 
I What end unto that fearefull Dainozell, 
j Which llcdd so fast from that same foster 
I stearne 

! Whom Avith his brethren Timias slew, befell: 
That Avas, to Aveet, the goodly Floriinell ; 

; Who AA’aiidring for to seeke ller lover deare, 
j ller lover deare, her dearest Starinell, 
j Into misfortune fell, as ye did hearc. 

'And from Prince Arthure tied with wings of 
I idle feare. 


CANTO VII. • 

Tlic witches sonne Itives Florimell : 

She flyps ; he tallies to dy. 

Batyrane saves the Siinyrc of Dames 
From Gyauuta tynuiny. 

* ■ I So flecld fayre Florimell from her A^aine feare, 

LiKEasauHynd forth singled from the heard. Long after she from perill Avas releost : 

That liath escaped from a ravenous beast. Each shade she saAv, and eacli noyse she did 
Yet tlyes away of her owne foete aibard, heare, 

And every leaft, that shaketh with the least DW seenie to be the same which she escapt 
Murmure of wiiide^ her terror bath encreast ; whileare. 
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II 

All that same evening she in flying spent, 
And all that night her course continewcd , 

No did she let dull slcepe once to relent, 

Nor wearinessc to slack her liast, hut 
Ever alike, as if her former dred 
Were hard behind, her readv to arrest ; 

And her white Palfrey, having coniiuered 
The inaistring raines out of her weary ^^rcst, 
Perforce her carried where ever he thought 
best. , 

Vi 

ITT 

So long as breath and liable puissaunce 
Did native coruge unto him supply. 

His pace he freshly forward did advaunce, 

And carried hc'r beyond all jeopardy ; * 

But nought that Avanteth rest can long ahy : 
He, having through incessant traveill sjient 
Ilis force, at last perforce adowne did ly. 

No foot could further move. The Lady gent 
Thereat was suddein strook Arith gicat aston- 
ishment ; 

IV 

And, forst t’ alight, on foot mote algates 
fare c , 

A traveller uiiAvonteil to such avua' : 

Need tcacheth her this lesson hafd and rare, 
TJiat tbrtune all in eiiuall launce doth sAvay, 
And inortall miseries doth make her play.' 

So long she traA'cild, till at length she came 
To an hilles side, which did to lier IwAvray 
A litle vjilley subject to tlie same, 

All coverd with' thick woodes tliat quite it 
overcame. 

V 

Through the tops of the high trees she did 
descrv 

A litle sinotcc, Avho^c vapour thin and light 
Keeking aloft uDrollcd to the sky : 

Which chearefuli signe did send'unto her sight 
That in the same did Avonne .some liAdng 
wight. I 

Eftsoones her ste^M she thereunto applvd, 

And came at last in weaiy wretche^ plight 
Unto the place, to which her hope aid guyde. 
To fmde some refuge there, and rest her wearie 
syde. 

VI 

There in a gloomy hollow glen she found 
A little cottage, built of stickes and reedes 
In homdy Avize, and wald with sods around ; 
In which a witch did dwell, in loathly weed^ 
And -wilfiill want, all carelessc of her'needes; 
Bo choosing solitrrie to abide 
Uv from all neighbours, that her diA'elish 
deedes 


And hellish arts ft’om iieoplc she might hide. 
And hurt far oft’ uuknowne whom ever she 
envide. 

VII 

The Dam/.ell there arnving entred in ; 

Where .sitting on the ilore the Hag she found 
Busie (a.s seem’d) about some Avieked gin f 
Who, soone as she helield that suddein stound, 
lightly upstarted from the dustie ground, 

And Avitli fell looke and hollow deadly gaze 
Stared on her uAvhilc, as one astound, 

Ne had one Avord to speake for great amaze. 
But shewd by outward sigiies that dread her 
aence did tluze. 

r viii 

At last, turning her feare to foolish Avrath, 
She askt, Avhat devill had her thither brought, 
And Avho she Avas, and a\ hat umvonted path 
Had guided her, iinwelcoined, unsought ? 

To Avhieh the Damzell, full of doubtful! 
thought. 

Her mihllr answer’d : ‘ Beldame, lie not wroth 
With silly Virgin, by adventure brought 
IJnto your dAvelbng, ignorant and lotli. 

That craA-e but rowme to re.st Avhile tempest 
overblti'th.’ 

ix 

With that adowne out of her christall eyne 
Fpav trickling teares she softly forth let full, 
That like to orient peiies did pundy shyiie 
Upon her snoAvy eheeke; and therpAvitluill 
She sighed soft, that none so liestiall 
Nor .salA-age hart, but ruth of her sad plight 
W'ould make to melt, or pitteously up]inll ; 
And that vile Hag, all Avere her Avliole delight 
In iniscliiele, avos mucli moA^d at so pitteous 
, Mght : 

\ 

?flul gan reeonifort her in her rude av \ se, 
With womanish coinpassifm of her plaint, 
Wiping the teares from her suffused eyes, 

And bidding her sit doAvne, to rest her faint 
And Avearie liinbes aivhile. She, nothing 
quaint 

Nor ’sdeignfiill of so homely fasliioii, 

Sith brought she was now to so hard con- 
straint, 

Sate doAvne upon the dusty ground anon ; 

Ab glad of that small rest as Bird of tempest 
gon. 

XI 

Tlio gan she gather up her garments rent. 
And her loose Jockos to dight in order dew 
With golden Avreatli and gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom such whenas the wicked Hug did a'Cav, 
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She was astonisht at her heweiily hew, ' 
And doubted her to decme an earthly wight, 
Hilt or some Goddesse, or of Dianes crew, 

And thought her to adore with humble spright: 
T’ adore thing so divine as .beauty were but 
right. 

XII 

This wicked woman had a wicked sonnc, 

Tlie comfort of her age and weary dayes, 

A laesy loord, for nothing good to doiine, 

But stVetclied forth in ydlenesse alwayes, 

Ne ever cast his mind to covet prayse, 

Or ply himselfe to imy honest trade, 

But all the day before the sunny rayes 


Yet had he not the hart, nor hardiment, 

As unto her to utter his desire ; 

His caytive thought durst not so high aspire. 
But with soft sighes and lovely semblaunces 
lie ween’d that his affection entire 
She should arcad ; man}' rcsemblaunces 
To her lie made, and many kiude remem- 
braunces. 

XVII 

Oft from the forrest wildings he did bring, 
Whose sides empurpled were witlumyling red ; 
And oft 3 'oung birds, which he uad taught to 
sing, 

Ills maistresse praises sweeth^ caroled : 

He us’d to slug, or sleepc in slotlifull shade: |Girlonds of tiowres sometimes* for her faire bed 
Such lacsiiicsse both lewd and pofre attoiice ‘ He ^ne would (light; soraetin)^ the squirrell 


liim made. 

XIII 

He, coinming home at undertime, there found 
The fayrest creature that lie ever saw 
Sitting Ijeside his mother on the ground ; j 
The sight whereof did greath' him adaw, 

And liis base tliought witirterrouft ami with 
aw 

So inly smot, that as one, wdiicli hath goa’d 
On tfie bright Sunne unwares, doth soone 
Avithdraw j 

His feeble evne, with too much brightucs daz’d, j 
So stared iic on her, and stwd long while 
amaz’d. 

XIV 

Softly at last he gan his mother aske, 

What* mister ivight that was, and Avhcnce 
deriv’d, [niaske, 

That in so straunge disguizonient there did 
And hv what accident she there arriv’d V 


wild 

lie brouglit to her in bands, as conquered 
To be her thrall, his fellmv-serA'ant vild ; 

All which she of him tooke witli countenance 
meeke and mild. 

xviii 

But, past a while, when she tit season saiv 
To leave that desert mansion, she cast 
In se^p’et ivize herselfe thence to withdraw, 
Forfeare of mischiefe, Avhich she did forecast 
Might by the witch or bv her sonne compact. 
Her Avenrie Palfrey, closclv as she might. 

Now Avell recoveretl after long repast. 

In his proud furnitures she freslih* dight, 
llis late misAvandred waA’es now to remeasure 
right. 

XIV 

And eureh’^, ere the duAviiing day appear'd. 
She forth isscAved, and on her joiimeA' Aient : 
She Avent in peril!, of each noyse afieard, 


But she, as one nigh of her wits depriA’’d, 

With nought but gliastlvlookes him answered;! And of each shade that did it selfe present ; 
Like to a ghost, tliat lately is reviv’d • I For still she feared to be overhent 
From Stvgian shores Avhere late it wande^^ lOf that vile hag, or her unciviile sonne; 

So both at her, and each at other Avondered. i Who Avhen, too late awaking, well they kent 

[That their fayre guest Ai'as gone, they both 


But the favre Virgin was so meeke and myld, 
That she to them vouchsafed to embace 
Her goodlv port, and to their senses vyld 
Her gentle speach applyde, that in short apace 
She grew familiare in that desert place. 
During Avhich time the Chorlc, through her so 
kind 

And courteise use, conceiv’d affection bace, 
And cast to love her in his brutish mind : 

No love, but brutish lust, that was so beastly' 
tind. 

XVI f 

C3osely the Avicked flame his bowels brent. 
And short!}' grew into outrageous fire ; 


bcgoiine [ undonne. 

To make exceeding nione, as they had been 


But that lewd lover did the most lament 
For her depart, that ei'er man did heare : 

He knockt bis brest with desperate intent, 

And scratcht his face, and with his teeth did 
teare 

His ru^cd fleslu and sent his ragged heare; 
That his sad mother, seeing his sore plight. 
Was greatl}' woe begon, and gan to feare 
Least his fraile senses w'ere einperislit quight, 
And love to frenzy turnd, sith love is fhintlcke 
liight 
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x\i 

All waves sliee sought him to restore to plight, 
With herbs, with charms, with couusel, and 
with teares ; f might 

But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counsell, 
Asswage the fury which his entrails teares : 

So strong is passion that no reason hcares. 

Tho when all other helpes she saw to faile, 

She tumd her selfe backe to her wicked learcs; 
And by her divelish arts thought to prevaile 
To hriiige her backe againc, or worke her tinall 
bale. » 

XXII 

Eftesooues out of her hidden eave she cald 
An hideous lK‘nst of horrible as]iect, 

That could the^toutest corage have appald ; 
Monstrous, mishapt, and all his backe Avas 
speet 

With thousand spots of colours qiicint tdeet. 
Thereto so swifte that it all lieasts did lais: 
liike never yet did living eie detect ; 

But likest it to an Hyena aviis, f gras. 

That fet'ds on wemens flesh as others feede on 

XXIII 

It forth she eald, and gav# itstreight in cj[inrge 
I'hrough thieke and thin her to poursew apace, 
Ne once to sta^' to rest, or breath at large, 

'J'ill her he had attaind and brought in place. 
Or (juite devourd her beauties scomefull grace. 
Tho Monster, swifte as word that fnnn hcri 
went, j 

Went forth in haste, and did her footing trace 
So sure and swiftly, through his jaTfect sent 
Aud Classing speede, that shortly he her over- 
hciit. 

XXIV I 
Whom when the fearefull Daiuzell nigh es- 

pide, 

No need to bid ^r fast away to flic : 

That ugly shape so sore her* terri tide, 

That it she shund no lease theu dreail to die ; 
And her flitt palfrey did so well apjdy ! 

His nimble feet to her conceived tearc, i 

That whilest his breath did strength to him 
supply. 

From peril free he away her did Ijcare ; 

But when his force gan faile his paceganwex 
areare. 

XXV 

Wliichwhenas she perceiv’d, she was disniayd 
At that same last extremity ful sore, 

And of her safety greatly grew afrayd. 

And now she gan approch to the sea shore. 

As it befell, that die could flic no more^ 

•But yieJd hersclfe to spoile of greedinesse : | 

lightly she leaped, as a wight forlore, | 


From her dull horse, in desperate distresse. 
And to her feet betooke her doubtfull sicker- 
ncsse. 

XXVI 

Not halfc so fast the wicked Myrrha fled 
Fmin dread of her revenging fathers bond ; 
Nor halfe so fast to save her maydenhed t 
Fled fearfull Daphne on th’ Ailgajan strond. 

As Florimell fled from that Monster yoml. 

To reach the sea ere she of him were raught : 
For in the sen to drowne hersclfe she fond, 
Itathcr then of the tyrant to be caught : 
Thereto fear gave her wings, and need her 
corage taught. 

, xxvii 

It fortuned (high Hod did so ordaine) 

As slice arrived on the roring shore. 

In minde to leaiie into the mighty mainc, 

A litfle bote lay boving her befon*, 

In whieli there slepl a fisher old and pore. 

The whiles his nets were drj’ing on the sand. 
Into the syme shoe lepl, and with the ore 
Did thrust the shallop from the tloting strand : 
So safety fownd at sea which she fowiul not at 
land. 

\\\ III 

'I’lie Monster, ready on the jiray to sense. 

Was of his fonvar«l‘ho|ie dcisuved quight ; 

Ne durst assay to Avode the pcrlous seas, 

But greedily long gaping at the sight, 

At last in vaine w'as forst to turne his flight. 
And tell the idle tidings to his Dame : 

Yet, to avenge his divelish despiglit. 

He sett upon her I’alliey tireil lame, 

And slew him cruelly eix? any leskew' came. 

XXIX 

And, after having him embowelled 
Ti^lill his hellisl) gorge, it ehaunst a knight 
To jiasse that Avay, as forth he traveiled : 

Yt was a goodly SAvnine, and of great might. 
As ever man that blo«>ily field ilid fight; 

But in vain sheows, that Avont yong knights 
bewitch, 

And courtly services, tooke no delight ; 

But rather Joyd to bee then seemen sieh, 

For both to be and siMime to him was labor lieh. 

XXX 

^ It AA'HS to Avoete the giwid Sir Satyrane, 

That rauTigd abrode to seeke adventures wilde. 
As was his Ai’ont, in forest and in plaine ; 

He was all amid in ruggeil stccle unfilde, 

As in the smoky forge it was eoinpilde. 

And in his Scutohin bora a Satyres bedd. 

He camming present, where the Monster \'ild» 
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Upon that niilke-wliitc Palfreycs carcas fcihl, iSith dint of .stcclt* his curuas could not quell; 
Unto his rchkew ran, and greedily him spedd. His maker with her eharmes had framed him 

80 well. 


There well perccivd he, that it was the horse 
Whereon fairc Florimell wa>i wont to ride, 
That of that feend was nmt without remorse : 
Much feared he least ought did ill betide 
To that fain* Maide, the tiuwrc of wemens pride; 
For her he dearely loved, an<l in all 
His famous conquests highl\' magnitide : 
Hesides, her golden giitUe, uhieh did fall 
From her in flight, lie Ibwnd, that did him sore 
apall. 


The golden ribband, which that \irgin wore 
About her sclender waste, he tooke in band, 
And with it bownd the beast, that lowd did 
rore 

For great despight of that unwonted band, 
Yet dared not his victor to withstand. 

Rut trembled like a lambc fled from the pray ; 
And all the way him followd on the strand. 

As he had long bene learned to^ltbay ; 

Yet uever learned he such service till that day. 


Full of sad feare and doubtfull agony 
Ficrwly he flew upon that wickeif feend, 

And with hugi* strokes and cruell battery 
Him forst to leave his pray, tor to attend 
Him selfe from deadly daunger to defend : 

Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh 
He did engrave, and miu'hell blood did s])end. 
Yet might not doe him die : but aie more fresh 
And fierce he still a[)peard, the more he did him 
thresh. 

xxxiri 

He wist not how him to despoile of life, 

Ne how to will the wished victory, j 

Silh him he saw still stronger grow through 
strife, 

And him selfe weaker through infinnity. 
Greatly he grew enrag’d, and furiously 
Hurling his sword away he lightly lept 
Upon the beast, that with great cruelty 
Rored and raged to be underkeiit ; [hept. 
Yet he pciTorce him held, and strokes upon him 


As he that strives to slop a siuldein AimmI, 
And in strong bancks his violence enclose, 
Forceth it swell above his wonted iiukkI^ ^ 
And largely overflow thefruitfull plaine. 

That all the countrey seemes to be aJVIaine, 
And the rich furniwes flote, all quite fordoiine ; 
Tile wofiill husbandman doth loAvd complainc 
I'o see his whole yeares labor lost so suiuie. 
For which to God he made so many an idle 
booiie : 

XXXV 

So him he held, and did through might aniatc. 
So long he heJd him, and him liett so long, 
That at the last his fiercenos' gan abate, 

And meekely stoup unto the victor strong' 
Who, to avenge the implacable wrong 
\\Tiich he supposed donne to Florimell, 

Sought by all meaiies his dolor to prolong. 


'Gluis as he led the Beast alqpg the way, 

He spide far off a mighty Giauntesse 
Fast flying, on a Courser dapled gray. 

From a l>old knight that witli grc*at hardinessc 
Her hard pursewd, and sought for to suj)- 
])ressc. 

She bore before her lap a dolcfiill Squire, 
Lying athwart her horse in great diatresse. 
Fast boiindcn hand and foote with cords of 
Mire, [her desire. 

Wlt^im she did m«inc to make the thrall of 


Wliich whenas Satyranc beheld, in haste 
lie Icftc his captive Beast at liberty, 

And crost the nearest way, by M'hich he cast 
Her to encounter ere she passed by; 

But she the nay shund iiuthemorc forthy. 

But IbrM'anl gallopt fast; which when he 
spyde. 

His mighty spcarc hr couched warily. 

And at her ran : she, having him descryde. 
Her selfe to fight addrest, and threw licr lode 
aside, 

XXXIX 

Like as a Goshaukc, that in foote doth lieare 
A trembling Culver, having spide on bight 
All Kagle that with plumy wings doth sliearc 
The subtile ayre stoiiping with all his might. 
The quarry throwes to ground Avith fell de- 
spTght, 

And to the batteill doth her selfe prepare : 

So ran the Geaun tease unto the fight , 

Her fyric CA’ea with furious sparkes (lid stare, 
And Avith blasphemous bauncs high God in 
pceces tare. 

XI. 

She caught in hand an huge great yron mace, 
WhereAvith she many had of life dc]>riA'’d ; 
But, ere the stroke could seize his armed place. 
His sjieare amids her sun-brode shielu arriv’d: 
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Yet natbemore the Bteele asonder riv'il, 

All were the beamo in bignes like a mast, 

Ne her out of the stedfost sadle driv’d ; 

Ilut, glauncing on the tempred luctHll, brast 
In thousand shivers, and so forth beside her 
past. j 

M.I 

Her Steed did stagger with that puissaunt 
strouke ; 

Hut she no more was moved ^ith that might 
Then it Inwl lighted on an aged Oke, 

Or on the marble Pillour that in piglit 
Upon tlie to]! of Mount 01 \m|)us bight, 

For the brave youthly Champions to assay 
With burning charet w'hceles it nigh to smite; 
Hut who that smites it mars his joyous play, 
And is the spectacle of ruinous decaj'. 


Yet, therewith sore enrag’d, with sterne re- 
ganl 

Her drcadfull weapon she to him addrest, 
Which on bis helmet martelled so hard 
That made him low incline his lofty crest, 

And bowd his battred visoiir to his brest : 
Where^nth he was so stiind that he n’ote ryde, 
Hut reeled to and fro from east to west. 
Which when his cruell enifny espyde, » 

She lightly unto him adjoyni^ s\'(le to syde ; 


And, seeing none in place, he guu to make 
Exc^ing mone,.and curst that cruell chaiinue 
Which reft from him so fairc a chevisaunce. 
At length he spy de whereas thatwofull Sqiiyre, 
Whom he had reskewed from captivaunce 
Of his strong foe^ lay tombled in the myre, 
Unable to arise, or foote or hand to styre 


To whom approching, w'cll he mole perceive 
In that fowle jilight a cornel}’ personage 
And lovely face, made tit for to deceive 
Fraile Ladies hart with loves consuming rage, 
Xow in the blossomc of his freshest ago. 

Ho reard him up and loosd his yron bands. 
And after gan inquire his pan*ntage, 

And how hC fell into the Gyaunts hands, 

And who that -was which chaced her along the 
lands. 


Then trembling j et through feare the Squire 
bespake : 

^That Gen^ntesse Argantc is behight, 

A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warn* against heven, and heaped hils on bight 
To scale the skyes and put Jove fi-om his 
right: 

Her sj’re Tj’^phocus was; -who, mad through 


inerth, 


I might, 


And dronkc with blood of men slaine bv his 
Through iiu'est her of liis oAvne motlier Karth 
„ , _ but luilfe twin of that 

berth : 

Xl.VIlI 

, For at that berth another Bubo she Um ; 
Which when the, To weet, the mightie Ollj’jdiant, tliut wnuight 
'Great wreake to many errant knights of yore, 
And many hath to foule confusion brought. 
These twinnes, men saj^ (a tiling tar pas.sing 
^•thought) [wen*, 

While in tlieir mothers woiiiIm* enclosd they 
Ere they into the lightsoin world were brought, 
In fleshl^^ lust were mingled Iwith j'fere. 

And in that monstrous wise did to the world 
appeic. 


And, on his collar laving puissaunt hand, 

Out of Ids wavering seat him pluckt iierforscj'A'r*,™?^" iiu’est ner 01 
Perforsc him pluckt, unable to withstand hylome bcpit, being 

Or helpc himselfc; and laying thwart her 
horse, 

In loathly wise like to a carrion corse. 

She bore him fast awaj’, 
knight 

That her pursewed saw, with great remorse 
He Here was touched in his noble spright. 

And gan encrcasiUiis sliced os siiu encreost her 
flight. 

XLTV 

>1110111 when os nigh afiproching she espyde, 

<‘ihe threw avray her burden angrily ; 

For she list not the batteill to abide^ 

Hut made her selfe more light away to fly : 

Yet her the hardy knight pursewd’so nyc 
'I'hat almost in the backe he oft her strakc; 

Hut still, when him at hand slie did espy, , ^ 

She tiimd, and semblaunce of fuire fight did g^'eate^t shame was to that maiden twin, 
make, [her content so fowly to devoure 

But, when he stavd, to flight againe she did '^^’’’aath'e flesh and staine her brothers bowre. 

Did w’allow in all other tlcshlv myre. 


* So liv’d they ever after in like sin, 
Gainst natures law and giuxl liehaveoure ; 


XLV 


By this the good Sir Satyrane gan awake 


And Buffred lieastes lier body to deflown*, 
So w’hot she burned in thnt lustfull fvi 


Out of his dicaiiic that did him long eutruuiiec, , Yet all tliat iniglit not slake her scnsuaildesyre : 
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!• And »t lliG twelve inonuthcb end sliuuld brhif; 

‘ But over Jill the C()untne;<lie did launfie I tlieir names [games. 

To sceke young men to quench her llamingjA^^d pledges, as the spoilcs of my victorious 
thrust, I 

And feed her fancy with delightfull chuungc: 

Whom so she tittest dudes to serve her lust, I *So well I to fiiire Ladies service did, 
Through her inaiiie strength, in wliich .she' And found such favour in their loving liartes, 
niost doth trust, [That ore the veare his 'course had compassid, 

She A\ilh her biinges into a secret lie., j'nirc hundreti pledges for my good dc.sartes, 

Where in eternall bondage dye he must, ' thrice three hundred thanks for my good 

Or be the vassnll of her pleasures vile. ■ Ijartes, 

And in all shamcfull sort him .spite Avith her'T with me brought, and did to her present : 


defile. 


Which Avhon she saAv, more b(^t to eke my 
smart es 

Me, seelv wretch, .she so at va unt age caught,* reward my trusty true intent, 

\fter she long in wjiitc for me did lye, tor me devise agrievous punishment; 

Ami meant unto her prison to have "brought, 

1 Icr lothsoin ideasurc there to satisfye ; 

That thousjind deathos me lever ivera to dye 
'I'hen breake the vow that to faire Coluinbell 
1 plighted have, and yet kee[)e stedfjistly. 

As for my name, it mistreth not to tell": 

Call me the Squyre of 
bfsoemeth well. 

' But that bold knight, Avhomvepur.suing.sinvj (quoth he) ttU at^onc 

Tliat Ooaui.t<.s^e. K not sncll is »ho „,y 


* To weet, that T my traveill .should resume, 
And with like labour W'alkc the world aruAvnd, 
Ne ever to her presence should presume. 

Till I so many other Dames had fownd, 
Dames • that which, for all the suit I (ruld propoAvnd, 

’ j Would me refuse their pledges to afford, 

• I But did abide for ever chaste and sow'iul.” 


'one w’ord 


But a fairc virgin that in martiall bnv 
And decdcs of aimes above all Dames 
deemd, 

And above many knightes is eke estcemd 

For her great Avorth: She I’alladiuc is bight. thait I'eAcr fownd so wisely stavd, 

She you I’nmi death, you me from dread, re-|j,\,r onely three they A\ere disposd so Avell; 

deemd ; , . , yet thrcc veares I noAV abrodc have struvd, 

Ne any irniy tluit Monster match m light, ,t« fynd them out.’ ‘ Mote I,’ (then laughing 


I.A II 

* Indeed, Sir knight,’ (said he) 
mav tell 


But she, or such as 
Avight.’ 


die, that is so chaste a 


* Her Avell beseemes that Quest,’ (quoth Saty- 
raric) 

‘ But re, * 1 ( 1 , thou Squyre of Dames, Avfiat voav 
Which thou upon thy .selfc hast lately ta*rie?’ 
‘That shall I you recount,’ ((piotli he) ‘ywis, 
So he ye pleasd to pardon all amis. , 

■J’hat gentle Lady Avhoin I lov-c and serve, 
After long suit and Avearie scrvicis, 

Did uskc me, hoAV I could her love descrA’c, 


savfl [tlii-ee, 

The knight) ‘inquin? of thee A\hat Avere tbo.se 
The Avhich thy prolfred curtesie denuA d ? 

Or ill they seemed sure avizd to bee," [see.’ 
Or hrutishly brought up, that nev’r did fashions 

i.viii • 

‘The first which then refused me,’ (said hee) 
‘ Certp-s Avjis but a common Courtisane ; 

Yet flat refiisd to liaA'c adoe Avith mee, 
Because l 4 ;oiild not giA’e her ninny a Jane.* 
(Tlicrcafe full hnrtcly Iniighcil Satyrane.) 


And hoAv she might be sure that I a\ ould never 1* The second Avaa an holv Xiinne to chose, 
PAverA'c i [ 

i.iv 

‘ T, glad by any mcancs her grace to gafne, 

Badd her coniiiiaimd m 3 ' life to sua'c or spill. 

Kftsooiies she badd me, with inccssaiint paine 
'lo w'ander through the w’orld abroad at Avill, 

And cA'ery where. AA'liere Avith my poAA'cr or 
1 inight doe service unto gentle Dames, [skill 
lhat I the same should faithfully fulfill ; 


Which Avould not let me be her Chappellane, 
Because she kneAV, she said, 1 Avoiihl disclose 
Her counscll, if she should her trust in me ie> 
pose. 

I,TX 

‘The third a Damzell Avas of low degree, 
Whom I in countrey cottage foAvnd b3' chaunce: 
Full litle weened I* th.at ehastitee 
Had lodging in so meane a mnintenaunce ; 
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Yet was slie fayre, anil in Iut cminlenanncc 
Dwelt niniple truth in seeinelv faj<ihioii. 

Long thus I woo’d her with due observ- 
auiice. 

In liope unto my plofismi.' to liavo won ; 

Ihit was as far at last, as when I iirst bcgon 

lA" 

‘ Safe Iicr, 1 nei'cr any woman found 
That chastity did for it M*lfe embrace, ^ 
Ihit were for other onuses lirme and sound ; 
Lither for w'ant of handsome time and place, 
Or else for feqfe of shame and fowle disgrace. 
Thus ana I hopclcsse ever to at taine 
My Ladies love m such a desperate case, 


But all my dayes am like to waste in vaine, 
Seeking tl) match the chaste with th’ unchaste 
Liulics traihe.’ 

lA'I 

* 1‘erdy ’ (sayd Satyrane) ‘ thou Sipiyre of 
Dames, 

Great labour fondly hast thou bent in iiaiid, 
To get small thankes, and tberewilh rmmy 
blames, 

Tliat may emongst Alcides labours stand.’ 
'Phcnce baeke rt'tuming to the former hind, 
Where late he left the Beast he overcjinie, 

He found him not; lor he had broke his band, 
And was retumd againe unto iiis Dame, 

To tell what tj’dings of layre Floi imell became. 


CANTO VIII. 


The Witch creates a snowy La- 
dy like to Floriiiien ; 

Who wroii},' d by Carle, by Proteus sav’d, 
Is sought bj Foridcll. 


So oft as I this history r^ord, 

Mj' heart doth melt with mceiv comi>assi<fn. 
To tbiiike how callsele^so, of her ownc accord, 
This gentle Dainzcll, whom I write upon. 
Should plongcd be in such affliction 
Without all hope of comfort or reliefe ; 

I'hnt sure, I weene, the hardest hart of stone 
^Vould hardly linde to aggravate her griefe ; 
For misery craves rather m^rcy then repriefe. 

II 

But that accursed Hag, her hostes.se late. 
Had so enraiicklcd her malitious hart. 

That she desyrd th’ abridgement of her fate, 
Or long cnlairgcment of her paincfull smart. 
Now when the BdiSt, which by her wicked art 
Latefoorth she scut, she baeke retoumiiigspyde 
Tydc u ith her golden girdle ; it a part 
Of her rich siioylcs whom he had curst destroyd 
She wcciid. anil M’ondrous gladnes«to her hart 
applyde. » 

lU 

And, witli it ronning ha.st’ly to her sonne, 
Thought with that sight linn much to have 
reliv’d 

Who, therebv deeming sure the thing as donne, 
Ills former griefe with furie fresh reviv’d 
Much more then carat, and would have algntes 
liv’d 

The hart out of his breat : for sith her dedd 
Hfi aarely dempt, himselfe he thought depriv’d 


I Quite of all liope wherewith he long had fedd 
His foolish malady, and long time had mislcdd. 


I With thought whereof excecifiugmad he grew, 
: And in his rage his mother would ha\ e slaiue, 
Had she not fled into a secret mew, 

WJiere she was wont her Sprightes to eiifer- 
' ' taine, 

The mai.sters of her art: there uas she lliine 
I To call them all in order to hci a\dc. 

And them conjure, upon ctcrnall panic. 

To eonnsell her, so carefully dismayd, 

How she might healc her sonne a\1io8C senses 
jkvere decayd. 

•• • 

By their adviee, and her owno wicked wit, 
She there deviz’d a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whose like on earth was never rramed yit ; 
That, even Nature sclfc envide the same, 
Andgrudg’il to seethe countciiet should shame 
The thing it sclfc: In hand she boldly tooke 
To make another like the former Daniic, 
Another Florimell, in shape .mil looke 
So lively and so like, that many it inistooke. ' 


VI 

1 The substance, whereof she the body made, 
jWas purest snow in massy mould coiigeald, 

• WJiich she had gathered in a shady glade 
Of tile Biphocan hits, to her reveald 
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])y errant Sprighis, but from all men con- Her to disport and idle tune to pus 

ceald: . In th* open fros lines ot the gentle nire. 

The same she tempred with fine Mercury |A knight that u:iy there ehaunced to rep.iire ; 

And virgin wex that never yet was seald, j Yet knight he was not, but a boastful! swaine 

And mingled them with perfect vermih* ; |'l*liat deeiUsa of armes had ever in tlespaire. 
That like a lively sanguine it seemd to the 03-0 1 Proud Braggndocchi(». that in vaunting vaine 

lllis glor3' did rc[M).se, und credit did inuintaine. 


Tnstt'ad of eves tivo burning lumpes she set 
Jn silver sockets, sbyniiig like the sk\cs, 
And a quicke moving Spirit did arret 
To stirre and roll them like to womens eyes; 
Instead of ycUow' loekes she did dev3.se 
With golden wyre to weave her curled head ; 
Yet golden wvfe w'as imt so 3 elh)W thr3-s(! 

As Florimells favre heare: and, in the stead 


XI r 


lie, seeing with that Chorlc so faire a W'ight, 
, Decked with man3' a costU' ornament, 

• Much merveiled tliereat, as well he might. 

I And thought that match a fowlcdi<^aragemonl : 
,11 is blood V speare eftesoones he boldh’ bout 
JAgainst the silh- clowme, who dead'through 
^ I feare 

Of life, she. put ’a Sprirfit to rule the carcas sti eight to ground in great astonishment. 
\lpad • * I ‘ A'imdn,’ (sa3 d he) ‘ this Lady ^ my dcarc ; 

VIII gainesa3’ : I wdll awa3' her heare.’ 

A wicked Spright, yfraught Avith faAvning vui 


gin’le 

And fuA're resemblance aboA’e all the rest, 


The fearefull Chorle durst not gainesay nor 
<looe. 


Which w'ith the Prince of Darkenes fell some- , trembling stood, and yielded him the pray ; 
„ wliA'le , !\irho. finding Idle leasure her to w(K»e 

From heavens blis and everlasting rest: Tromparts steed lier mounted w ithout stav, 

llltn nW<lO(l not instruct which wny were hestj Ati/l ivillmnf rr»<lfpur 1 p #1 hor nntfp -iiunv 
Him selfe to fashion likest Florimell, 

No liow' to speake, ne how to use Ids ge.st ; 


For he in ootiiitcrfesauncc did cxeell. 

And all the Avvles of wemens ivits knew pass- 
ing AveU. 

IX 

Him shaped thus she deckt in garments gaA’, 
Which Florimell had Icit behind her late ; 
'I’liat Avho .so then her .saw Avould snrch' sa3'^ 

It Avas her sclfc Avhom it did imitate, 

Or fuATer then her .selfe, if ought algate 


And w ithout re-skew led her quite aAvay. 
Proiul#nnn hinisclfefAen Braggadwhio deem'd, 
And next to none after that happ3’ da3*, 

Being possessed of that spoA-le, which 'seem’d 
The fairest Avight on ground, and most of men 
esteem’d. 


Blit, Avhen hee saw him selfe free from poiirsute, 
He gall make gentle puriiose to his Dame 
With teruics of love and lewdnesse dissolute; 
For he could Avell his glozing speachos frame 
To such A'aine uses that him best became : 


Might fayrer be. And lh<*n slie forth her j.j,p tberclo Avould lend hut light regard, 

Liitohersoniiethatlay lufccblcstatc; I hroughti^,, seeming sorv that she ever came 

\\ho '^Ming her gan streight Into his pow re. that used her so hard fprefartl. 

ei To reave her honor, which sheamore then life 

hlie Avas the Lad}' selfe whom he so long nnTT, 

XV 

^ • I Thu.s as they tAvo of kindnes treated long, 

'riio fast her elipping tAvixt his armes tAvaA-ne, There them b^' chaunee cncountrcil on the avoa' 
l''xtremcl3' joyed in so happy «»ight, ‘ 1 An armed knight upon a courser strong, 

^yul f^ine forgot his fonnef sickeh’ pnyne: | Who.se trampling feetc upon the hollow' la3* 

■ s she*' ■ ■ " 


Hut she, the more to seeme such n.s 


inyne: 

bight. Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affraA' 


CovIa' rebutted his emhrncement light; [That Capons corage : A-et he looked grim, 

Yet still, Avith gentle countenaunce. retain’d 'And faA'nd to cheare his ladA’ in disma3', 
Knough to hold a fwle in vaine delight. iW’ho sccnid for feare to quake in OAciy lim, 
Him long she so with shadow'es entertain’d, ; And her to save from outrage uioekel}' prayed 
As her Creatressc had in charge to her ordain'd. I him. 

XVI 


Till on a daA’, as lie disposed Avas 
To walke the woodes with tliat liis Idole faire. 


FiereelA’ that straunger fonvard e^ime 
nigh 


and, 


Approching, with bold Avords and bitter threat 
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Bad that same boaster, ns lie mote, on 
To leave to liim that lady for exiihcat, 

Or bide him battcill without further treat 
That challenge did too peremptory soeme, 

And tild his senses with abashment great; 
Yet seeing nigh him jeopardy extreme. 

He it dissembled well, anil light seemd to 
estceme 


XVII 

Saying, ‘Tlioii foolish knight, that weensi 
with wolds I 

'J'o stealc aiji'ay that I with blo^ies hnvewonnc,l 
And brought through points of many |)enlous 
swords : 

But if thee list to see thy Courser romie, 

<.)i prove thy selfe, this sad encounter hlioniic. 
And seeke el» without hazard of thy hc<H.' 

At those prowd words that other knight 
begoune 

'I'o wex exceeding -wroth, and him areild 
To tiirnc his steedc about, or sure he should 
be dodd. 


xviir 

• Sith then,' (said Brnggadochio) ‘ noedes thou 
■wilt 

Thy dales abridge through proofe of puissauiice, 
Tume we our steeds ; that both in equllU tilt 
May meete againe, and each take happy | 
chaunee.’ 

This said, they both a furlongs mnuntcnaimce 
Ketird their steeds, to ronne in even race ; 

But Braggaduchio, with his bloody launce. 
Once having turnd, no more retunid his face, 
But lefte his love to losse, and tied him selfe 
apace. 


XIX 

The knight, him seeing flie, had no regard 
Him to poiirsew', but to the lady rode; 

And hanng her from Troinpart lightly reard, 
Upon his Coumer sett the lovely lode, , 

And with her fled away without abode. 

Well w’ecned ho, that lairest l<’lorimell 
It was w'ith w'hoiu in com|iany he yodc, 

And so her selfe did alwaics to him tell; 

So made him thinke him selfe ip heven that 
was in hell. I 


XX 

But Florimell her selfe was far .nw’ay. 

Driven to great diatres^ie by fori line st raung^ 
And taught the carefull Marinei* to play, 

Sith late mischaunce had her corned to 
chaunge 

The land for sea, at randon there to raunge : 
Tett there that .;ruell Queene avengeresse, 
Not satisfyde so far her to estraunge 


From courtly blis and w oiiled happinesse, 
Didhcapconherjicw' waves of weary wretched- 
nesse. 

XXI 

For being fled into the fishers bote 
For lefuge fronj the Monsters cruelty. 

Long so she on the mighty maine did tlotc, 
And with the tide drove torward carelesly ; 
For th’ ayre was mildc and cleared was the 
skie. 

And all his wdiides Dan Aeolus did keepe 
From stiiring up their stormy enmity. 

As pittying to see her waile and weepc : 

But airthe while the fisher did securclj* sleepc 

wii 

At last tw hen drouckc with drowsinessc he 
woke. 

And saw his drover drive along the streamo. 
He was dismayd; and thvise his brest he 
stnike. 

For marveill of that accident oxtreame : 

But when he saw that blazing beauties beame, 
Which ^vith rare light his bote did lieautifyc, 
He marveild more, and thought he yet did 
dreamc 

Not well awakte; or that some extasvc 
Asbotted had his sence, or dazed was his eye. 

xxni 

But when her W'ell avizing hee perceiv'd 
To be no vision nor faiitnsticke siglit. 

Great comfort of her presence he eoneciv’d, 
And felt in his old corage new delight 
To gin aw'ake. and stir his fioseii spright : 
Tho rudely askte her, how she thither came ? 
*AIi I’ (said she) ‘father, I note read ariglit 
What hard misfortune brought me to this same; 
Yet am 1 jrlad that here I now in safety ame. 
e 

XXIV 

'^‘'But thou, good mail, sith far in sea w'e bee, 
And the great waters gin apace to swell, 
Thatmow no more we can tlie inayn-laiul see. 
Have care, 1 pray, to guide the eock-hote avcH, 
Least worse on sea then us on land befell.’ 
Thereat, th’old ninridid nought but tVmdly grin, 
And saide his boat the way could wiseli’ tell ; 
But his deceiplfull eyes did never lin * [skin. 
To looke on her faire Vaee and marke her snowy 

XXV 

The sight whereof in his congealed flcsli 
Intixt such secrete sting of greedy lust. 

That the dric withered stocke it gan refresh, 
And kindled heat that soone in flame forth 
brust: 
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Tlxc driest wood is soonest burnt to dust. 

Kiideiy to her he Icpt, and his rou^li bond 
Where ill became him rashly would have 
Uiriist ; 

]hit she with anpfiy scorne did him withslond, 

And sliametully reproved for Jiis rudunus fond. 

XX vr 

Ihit ho, that never Rood nor mnners knew, 

Jlcr sharpe rebuke full litlc did esteeme ; 
liard is to teach an old horse amble trew : 

The inward smoko, that did before but steeme, 

Itroke into open fira and ra^e cxti'emc; 

And now he strenRth Ran addc unto his will, 

ForcynR to dw that did him fowle mi^sceme. 
lloastly he threwe her downe, ne ear'd to spill 
Her Rannents Ray with scales of 
did till. 

XXVII 

Tlio silly virRin strove him to withstand 
All that she iniRht. and him in value revild : 

Shee struRled strongly both with f(Ktte alid 
hand 

'I'o t-avo hor honor from that villaii^ vildc. 

And cride to hcven, from humane help exild. 

O! ye brave knights, that boast this Ladies 'Anclblubbred face with teares of her faire eyes : 

love, " ‘ ’ " ' ’ ’ 

Where be ye now', when she is iurIi detild 
Of lilthy wretoh? W'cll may she you repwive 
Of falsehood or of slouth, when *inost it may 
behove. 

xxviii 

Ihit if that thou, Sir Satyrnn, didst weetc. 

Or thou, Sir reridure, her sow stale. 


An aged sire with heail all frory liore, 

And sprinckled frost upon his deawy Iieard ; 
Who when those pittifull outcries he heard 
ThrouRh all the seas so ruefully resownd, 

Ilis charett swifte in hast he thither sp-anl, 
Which with a teemc of scaly i'hocas bow'tul 
Was drawno upon the wave<i that fomed li ni 
are wild. 

XXVI 

And commiiiR to that Fishers wandrinR bote, 
That Avent at Avill Avithouten card or sayle. 

He therein saw that yrkesome jightj AvIneh 
smote 

Deepp indignation and compassion fra.Ale 
Info his hart attonce: streight did he liayle 
1 tViat'aii ffreedy villein from his lioped pray, 

'Of which he noAV diil A'crv lith'^ayle. 

And with his stati'e, that driv-es his hcanl 
astray, [diMiiay 

Him bett so sore, that life and seiicc did much 

XXXlI 

The Avhiles the pitteous Lady up did ryse, 
KuHled and fow'ly raid w’itli filthy soyle. 


Her heart ingli brol^n Avas with Aveary toA'le, 
To sal’c her selfe from that outrageous spoylc ; 
Hut Avheii she loi^Ked up, to Aveet Avhat Avight 
Had her from so infamous fact assoyld. 

For shame, but more for fiiare of his grim sight, 
DoAvne in lier lap she hid her face, and lowdly 
slnigiit. 

XXXITI * 

lloAv soonc Avould yee ussembie many a fleete, • Her selfe not snA'ed yet from daunger dredd 
To fetch from sea that ye at land hM late ! .She thought, but chaung'd from one to other 
Towres, citties, kingdoincs, ye Avould ruinate ! teare; 

In your aA'cngemcnt and despiteous rage. Like as a fearcfull partridge, that is fledd 

Ne ought your buming fury mote abate; [From the sharpe hauke Avhieh her attached 

Hut if Sir Galidore could it* presage, • | neare, 

No living creature could his cruelty a.ssAvage. Ami fals to ground to secke for succor Iheare, 

AMiereas the hungry Spaniell? she docs si»\e 
IWith iiiwpc lii*r rosiilv fur ti 


Hut sith that none of all her knights ine, 
Sec how the heavens, of voluntary grace 
And soveraine faA'or toAvards chastity, 
l)<Ki succor send to her di.stres.sed cace; 

So much high Hod doth innocence embrace. 
It fortuned, Avhilest thus she stifly stroA’e, 
And the Avide sea im])ortuned long space 


jWith greedy JaAves her ready for to teare: 

In Mirh di^trc.sse and sad jHirpIcxity [l>y. 
Was Florimell, Avhen Troteus she did sec her 


XXXIV 

Hut he endevored Avith sfieaches milde 
Her to recomfort, and aceoiirage bold, 


With shrilling shriekes, Proteus abrode did'HiJtling her feare no more her foeman vilde, 
roA'e, I Nor doubt himselfe ; ami Avho he Avas her told ; 

Along the fomy waves driving his finny droA'c.' Yet all that could not from affright her hold, 

jNe to rccomfort her at all prcvavld ; 

XXX I For her faint hart AA'as A\'ith tlie frosen cold 

Proteus is Shepheard of the seas of yore, i Hcnumlxl so inly, that hei’ Avits nigh fayld, 
Ami hath the charge of Ncptuiies might v' And all her senees Avitli abashment quite AA'erc 
heard', * I quay Id. 
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\xxv 


Her up betwixt his ru^^ed hands he roard, 
And with liis Irory lips ftdl softly kist, [beard 
Whiles the cold ysicklcs fnnn his rough 
Dropped adowiie upon her yvory brest: 

Yet he him selfe so busil}" addrest, 

That her out of astonishment he wrought; 
And out of that same fishers lilthy nest 
Removing her, into his charet brought, 

And there with many gentle termes her faire 
besought. 


Then like a Faerie knight him selfe he drest, 
For every shape on him he could endew ; 
Then like a king he was to her exprest, 

And oftrcd kingdoms unto her in vew, 

To be his Leman and his Lady trew : 

Rut when all this he nothing saw prevaih*, 
With hartler nicanes he cast her to subdew, 
And with shaqie threates her often did assaj le; 
So thinking for to make her stubborne eorage 
(piayle. 


• XXXVI 

Rut that old Icachour, w'bieh with bold assault 
That beautie durst presume to violate. 

Tie cast to punish for his hainous fault : 

Then tooke he him, yet trembling sith of late. 
And tyde liebind his*eharet, to aggrate * 

The virgin whom be had abusde so sore ; 

So drag'd him through the waves in scornfull 
And after cast him up upon the shore ; [ state. 
Rut Florimcll with him unto his bowre he bore. 

xxxvii 

Ills bowre is in the bottom of the maine. 
Under a mightic roeke, gainst >ihirh doc rave 
The roring billowcs in tlfeir proud disd^ine, 
I’hat with the angry working of the wave 
Therein is eaten <m*t an hollow eave, [keene 
That seenics rough IRasons hand witli engines 
Had long while laboured it to engrave* 

There was his wonne ; ne living w’ight -was 
^ scene [ it cleane. 

Save one old Nymph, hight Panope, to keepc; 

XXWIII I 
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To dreadfiill shapes he did him selfe trans- 
form e ; 

Now like a (iyaunt ; now like to a feend ; 
Then like a Onlauie; then like to a storme 
Raging u4thin the waves: thereby be weeiid 
Her will to win unto his wished cend ; 

But when with feare, nor favour, nor w'ith all 
He els could doe, he saw liiiii selfe esteenul. 
Domic in a Doiigeon deepe he let her fall. 

And threatnetl there to make her his eteriiall 
thrall. 

• XLlI 

Ktcrnall thraldome was to her more liefe 
Then losse of chastitie, or ehaunge of love : 
Dye bad she rather in tormenting griefe 
Tfien any should of falsenesse her reprove, 

Or liMiseiies, that she lightly did remove. 

Most vertuous virgin ! gloiy be thy meed, 
And crowne of heavenly praysc with Saintes 
above, [ deed 

>Vhere most sweet hymmes of. this thy famous 
Are still emongst them song, that far iny 
ryines exceed. 


Thither he brought the sorv Florimcll, 

And entertained her the best he niiglil. 

And Panope her entertaind eke ^>ell. 

As an immoitall mote a mortall ivighf. 

To winne her HJf ing unto his delight : 

A\'ith flattering wordes he sweetly ■w(X»cd her. 
And ofiered faire giiiftes t’ allure her sight; 
Jhit she both offers and the offi-rcr 
Despysde, and all the fawning of the flatterer 

r 
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Fit song of Angels caroled to bee ! 

Rut yet wb dso my feeble Muse can frame 
Shal be t’ advance thy goodly chnstitcc 
4,n.d to enroll thy memorable name 
In th’ heart of every honourable Dame, 

That they thv vertuous dccdcs may imitate, 
And bfl partakers of thy eiiillesse fame. 

Yt vrkes me leave thee in this wofull state. 
To tell of Satyrane where 1 him left of late. 


Dayly he tempted her with this or that. 

And* never .sutfred her to be at rest ; 

Rut evermore she him refused flat, 

And all his fained kindnes did detest, 

So firniely she had sealed up her brest. 
Sometimes he boasted tliat a Clod he hight. 
Rut she a mortall creature loved best : 

Then bo w-oiild makihim sellb a mortal! wight; 

, But then she said she lov’d none, but a Faer}'^j 
knight. I 


XLIV 

Who hayingended with that Sipiyre of Dames 
A long dUcourse of Ins adventur^ vayno. 

The which himsclfe then Ladies more defames, 
And finding not th’ Hyena to be slaync. 

With that same Squyre retournetl back againe 
To his fir.st way. And, as they forwanl went, 
They spyde a knight fayre pricking on the 
As if he M'ere on some adventure bent, ( playne. 
And 111 his port ap^ieared manly hardiinent. 
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Sir Satyrane him towardes did addresse, ^ ! ‘ These eyes did see tiiat they will ever rew 
I'o weet what wight he was, and what hIs'T’ have seene,’ (quoth he) ‘when as a iiion- 
qiiest , ! stroiis beast 

And, commingnigh, oftsoones he gan to gesse. The Palfrey whereon she ihd travell slew, 
lioth by the burning hart which on his brest ! And of his bowels made his bloody feast : 
lie bare, and by the colours in his crest, j Which speaking token sheweth at the least 

'lhat Paridell it was. Tho to him yo<le, ! ITor certeine losse, if not her sure decay : 

And him saluting as beseemed best, ■ Besides, that more suspicion encreast, * 

lian first inquire of tydingesfarreabrode, [rode. I found her golden girdle east astray. 

And afterwardes on what adventuie now he Distaynd with diirt and blood, as' relique of 

I the jiray.’ « 

M.vi I 

Who thereto answering said : ‘The tydinges: ‘Ay me!’ (said Pdridell) ‘ the signes be sadd; 

! And, but God turne the same to good sooth-sn\ . 
Which now in Faery court all mcn^loe tell, [That Toadies safetie is sore to be dradd. 

Which turned hath great mirth to mourning will I not forsake my fiwward way, 

«itd, 'nil triall dot* mon* certeine truth bewray.' 

Ts the late mine of proud Marinell, ; ‘ Faire Sir,’ (({uoth he) • well may it you succeed ' 

And sud(|ein partiire of fain* Floriincll jNe long shall Satyrane beiiind xou stay, 

'J’o find Jiim forth : and after her arc gone j But to the rest, which in this ()uest proceed. 
All the brave knightes that doen in armcsjlllvlalMiuraddo,and bepartnkeroftlieirspecfl.' 
To savegard her y wandrod all aJone^: [ exc-ell 

Kmongsl the rest my lott (unworthy') is to la* i.i 

‘ Ye noble knights,’ (said then the Squyn* of 
9 Dames) • 

‘ Ah i gentle knight,’ (said then Sir Satyrane) ‘ Well may yeesiieede in so praiseworthy pay ne ! 


‘ Thy labour all is lost., 1 greatly dn*ad, i 
That hast a thanklcsse service on thee ta’ne, | 


But sith tlie Sunne now ginnes to slake his 


And olfrcst sacrifice unto the dead : 

For dead, 1 surely doubt, thou maist areail 
Henceforth for ever Floriraell to lK*e ; 

'Fhat all the noble knights of Maydenhead, 


jin deawy vapours of the westerne mayne, 

I And lose the temc out of his weary wayne, 
i Mole not mislike >ou also to abate 
, Your zealous hast, till morrow next againe 


Which her ador’d, may sore repent with mec, [Both light of heven and strength of men relate: 
And all faire Ladies may for ever sory liee.’ i Wliich if ye please, to yonder castle turne voiir 


Which wordes when Paridell had heard, bis 'Fhat counsell pleased well : so all yfere 
hew • , Forth mari'bed to a Gastlc them before ; 

Gan greatly cbaiinge and seemd dismaid taijiy : 'Where sixnie arryviiig they lif^strained were 
'I’hen said : ‘ Fayre Sir, how may I w'cenc it Of ready cntraiince, which ought evermore 
That 3 'e iloe tell in such iincerteint(>e V [t rew', j To errant knights be commune : w'ondroiis sore 
Or speake j’c of reiwrt, or did ye see • [sore 'r Thereat displeasd the\' were, till that A'oung 
.lust cause of dre.ad, fhat makes ye doubt so- ,Squyre [dore 

For, perdie, elles how mote it ever lM*e, , Gan them informe the cause, wlij' that same 

That ever hand should dure for to engore i Was shut to all which lodging did desvre : 

Her noble blood*/ The hevens such crueltiei The which to let you weet will further time 
abhore.’ j requyre. 
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CANTO IX. 

Mfllliocoo will no RtraiiQKP kniglita host. 

For peevish gealnsy. 

Pandell giasts with Britomart : 

Both shew their auncestr^ . 


knights, and honorable Dames, 
R'vell all my labours end, 


HKnOUBTI; 

To wlioin 1 

Ki^ht .sore 1 fcare, least with unwortliie blamp.s 
This odious ur^iiiiicnt my ryiiies should shend, 
Or oiii;ht your ijootlly piilienoe otlend, 

Whiles of a w{|intoii Ladt' I doe writ^ a 
Which with her loose incontinence doth blend 
The shyniii^f f?lory of your sovoraine li^ht; 
And kui^hlhood fowle defaced by a falthlessc 
knight. 

• H 

But never let th' cnsainple of tbe bad 
Offend the good; for good, by paragoiie 
Of evill, may more notably be rad, [tone; 
As white scemea fayrer mauht with blaeke at- 
Ne all arc shamed by lh#fault of one; a 
For lo! in hoven, wliercas all goodnes is, 
Kmong.sL the Angels, a whole legionc 
Of w'icked Spnghlesdid fall from happy bits; 
What wonder thciiif one, of w'omen all, did mw? 


illie privie guilt whereof makes him .ilwav 
Suspect her truth, and kcejie coiitinuall spy 
Upon lier with lus other blincked eye , 

No .suffrclh he resort (»f living ivight 
Approch to her, ne keepe her company. 

But in close bowm her inewes fiom all mens 

sig|i.l, 

Depriv'd of kindly joy and naturull delight 


Then listen, Lordings, if ye li.d to weet 
The cause. why Satymne and P.aridcll 
Mole m»t be c'ntertaynd, as sei'med meet, 

Into that Castle, (as that Squyre does tell.) 

' Therein a canenul crabbed Carle does dwell, 
That h.i.s no skill of Court nor eourtesic, 

Ne care.s whal men say of him, ill or well ; 
For all his daye«he drmviies in jirivitie. 

Yet has full large to live and spend atlibertie. 


‘ But all his inindc is set on mucky pelA^ 

To hoord up heapes of e\'ill gotten masse. 

For which he others wrongs, and wreckes him- 
Yet is he lincked to a lovely lasse, [selfc ; 

Whose beauty doth her Imunty far surpasse ; 
The which to' him both far unequall yeares. 
And also far unlike conditions has ; 


‘ Malbceco he, and Hellcnore she bight ; 
Unfitly yokl. together in one feeme. 

That is the cause why never any knight 
Is suffred.hcre to enter, but he seeme 
Such as no doubt of him he nmle misdoemo.’ 
Thereat Sir Satyranc gan smyle, and say ; 

‘ Extremely mad the liion I surely deeine, 
That ween'es w'ith W'atch and hard restrayiif 
to stay 

A woniuiis will, which is disposd to go astray, 
vu 

* In vainc he fcares that which he cannot 
shonue ; 

For who w'otes not, that w'oinans subtiltyes 
Can giiylcu Argus, when she list niisdonne ? 
It id not yroii bande.s, nor hundred eyes, 

Nor brasen w'idls. nor many wakefull spye.s, 
That can Avitbbold her wilfull wandring teet ; 
But fiist goo'bvill, with gentle courtesj'es, 

And Vimelv service to her pleasures meet, 

Mb,:- her perhaps coiitaiue, that else would 
algates fleet.' 

.. '■”« 

^‘Thcn is he not more mad,’ (sayd Paridcll) 

‘ Th.at hath himselfe unto such service sold, 

In dolefiill thraldoine all his daves to dwell ? 
For sure a tbole I doc him firmely hold. 

That loves lus fetters, though they were of 

I r, 

)Bnt why doe wee devise of others ill, 

, I Whyl^ thus we sufl'er this same dotard old 

I* or she does jov to play emongst her peares, iTo keepe us out in scorne, of his owne will 
And to be free from hard resfraynt and gealous - And rather do not ransack all, and him sdfe 
feares. j kill?' 

V I IX 

‘But he is old, and withered like hay, i Nay, let us first’ (savd Satvrane) ‘entreat 
Unfit fain* Ladies service to supnlv; The man by gentle m^ea to let ua in, 
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And ufterwurdes affray with crucll throat, 

Kw that w'e to efforco'it dcte bejjin : 

Then, if all fayle, we will by forcx! it win.^ 

And eke reward the wretch for hia mespriNC, 
As ma}' be worthy of his haj-nous sin.’ 

'riiat counHcll jileasd : then Paridoll did rise 
And to the Castle gate approeht in ciuiet vise. 


Whereat soft knocking entrance he desyrd. 
The good man sclie, which then the Porter 
playd, 

Him answered, that all were now itihid 
Unto their rest, and all the keyes convayd 
TJnto their maister, who in bed was layd, 
That none him diir^t awake out of^iis ilreine; 
And therefore them of patience gently piayd. 
Then Paridoll began to ehauiigc his liiemo. 
And threatnod him with force and punishment 
extreme : 


Hut all in vnine, for nought mote him i*elent 
And now so long bclorc the wicket fast 
'I'hey wayted, that the night was forv ard spent, 
Ami the’faire welkin fowly overcast 
Can blowen up a bitter stormy blast, 

With showre and liayle mi honible and died, 
That this faire manv wore ooin[icl(l at last 
T<i lly for viKoour to a little shod, 

The nhioli beside the gate tor w'as 

oidoiod. 


It fortuned, sooue at'toi they were gone, 

A iiother knight, whom temiKist thither bi ought 
(’ame to tliat Castle, and with earnest mone, 
Like as the rest, late entrance doare besought: 
Ilut, like so as the rest, he pra^ d for nought ; 
For flatly he of entranoo vas ivfusd. • 
Sorely thereat he was dis])leased, and thoj^t 
IIoAv to avenge himselfe so sore nhusd. 

And evermore the Carlo of courtosie accusil. 


Hut, to avoyde th’ intollcrahlc stow^re, 
lie was comjicld to siiike some refuge neare. 
And to that shed, to shrowd him from the 
showre. 

He came, which full of guests he found why- 
So as he was not let to enter there ; . [Icare, 

Whereat he gan to wex exceeding w'roth, 

And swore that he would Italge with them 
yfere, 

Or them disloilge, all were they liefe or loth ; 
And so def\'de them each, and'so defi'de them 
both. 


Both were full loth to leave that needfull tent, 
And both full loth in darkcncssc to debate*, 
Yet both full liefe him lodging to have lent, 
And both full liefe his boasting to abate : 

But chiefely J*aridell his hart did grate 
To henre him threaten so despighttully, 

As if he did a dogge, in keneli rate 
;That durst not barkc; and rather had he dy 
riieii, when he was defyde, in coward corner'ly. 


Tho hastily remounting to his steed 
He forth issscw’d: like as a bovstroiis winde. 
Which in tli’ earthes hollow caves hath long 
• ben hid i 

\nd shut up fast within her prisons blind. 
Makes the huge element, against her kiiide. 
To move and tremble as it were aghast, 

Untill that it an issew forth may fiiide : | blast 
Then forth it breakes, and with his furious 
ConfouiidN both land and sens, and skyes dotli 
overcast. 

XVI 

Thci^’ steel-hed spewes they strongly eoueht, 
* and met 

Together with impetuous rajp anil forse, 

That with the tcrroiir of their fierce affret 
They rudely drove to ground both man and 
horse, 

That eaeli awhile lay like a seneelesse corse. 
But Paridell sore brused with the blow 
(kmld not arise the eountereliaunge to scorsc, 
Till that \ oung Sipiyre liim reared from below ; 
Then drew he his bright sword, and gan about 
him 111 row. 


But Satyrane forth stepping did them stay, 
And with faire treaty pacifRlw their yre. 

Then, when they were aceonled from the fray, 
Ag.sinst that Casties Lord they gan conspire, 
To heape on him dew vengeaunee for his hire. 
They beene agreed ; and to the gates they goe 
To burn tljje same with unquenchable tire, 

And that micurteons Carle, their enmiimnc foe, 
To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous 
woe. 

XVIII 

Malbccco, seeing them resolvd indeed 
To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 
For fire in earnest, ran with fearfull speed, 
And to them calling from the castle wall, 
Besought them humbly him to beare witliall, 
As ignorant of servants had abuse 
And slacke attcndauuce unto straungers call. 
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The knights were willing all things t(i(‘xcuso,|ilad them suriirjKd. At last, nvizing right 
'I'hougli nought bclev’d, and entraunce late did, Her goodly riersonage and glorious hew 
not refuse. I .. i. 


They latene ybrought into a eomoly howre, 
And servd of all things that mote nH‘dfiill ; 
Yet secretly their hosle did on them lowre, 
And wclcomde more for fcani tliun churitce ; 
Hut they dissembled what they did imt stKi, 
And welcomed themselves. Kach gan iiiulight 
Their garments wett, and w'cary armour free, 
To dry tlnurttselvcs by Vulcanes tlaming light, 
And eke their lately bruzed ])urls to bring in 
plight. 

XX 

And eke that str.nniger knight emoiigs^ the 
Was for like need enforst to disaray : f rest 

'riio, whenas vailed was her loftA' emst. 

Her golden locks, that were in tVamniells gav 
IJpbounden, did them selves adnwiie ilisphiy” 
And raught u- Ut her heelcs ; like sunny 
beanies, 

That in a cloud their light did long time stay, 
Their vapour vaded, shewe their golden 
gleaines, [their azure stieanie.s. 

And through the persu||t aire slioote^ forth 


Shee also dofte her heavy haberjeon, 

Which the faire feature of her lirribs did hyde ; 
And her well-plighted frock, which she did'won 


Which they so much mistooke, they tooke 
delight 

In their first error, and jett still anew [vew. 
With wonder of her beauty fed their hongp' 

XXIV 

Yet note their hungry vew be satisfide, 

Hut seeing still the more desir’d to see, 

And ever lirmely lixed did aliide 
In contemplation of diviiiilee : 

Hut most they mervnild at her chevalree 
Ami noble ju'owesse, which they had ajiprov’il, 
That much they fayiid to know wdio she mute 
Yet none of all them her tlieieof amov’d [bee; 
Yet even^one her likte, and everv one her 
loC’d. 

XXV 

And Pnridell, though partly discontent 
With his late fall and low le ‘indignity, 

Yet was scnine wunne his malice to relent, 
Through gratious legard of her faire eye, 

And knightly worth which he too late did try, 
Yet tried did adore. Supjter w'as dight; 

Then they Malhceeo prayd of courtesy, 

That of Ins lady they might liavc the sight 
And com]>any at meat, to doe them more de- 
light. 

XXVI 

Hut he, to shifte their curious request. 


To tuckc about Tier short when she did r^’de, eaiisen why she could not come in place ; 
Shee low let fall, that flowd from her lancki helth, her lute rmiurse to rest, 

syde ! And humid evening ill for sicke folkes cace ; 

Dow ne to her foot with carelesse modesti*e, * those excuses could take plai*e. 

Then of them all she plainly w’as cs])^d<: 1^® w'ould they eate till she in jiresoiice euine. 

To be a wonian-wdght, unwist to bee* Sliwennifrin ](resencewdth right eomoly grace. 

The fairest woinan-w'ight that ever eiedid see.' * saluted, as beenme, ‘[Dame. 

' Andailiewd her selfe in all a gentle courteous 


V XXII 

Like as Hcllona (being late returnd 
From .slangliter of the Giaunts conquen*d ; 
Where proud Encelade, wliosc wide noset lirils 
bumd 

With breathed flames, like to a furtat* redd, 
Traiisfixeil with her speare downe tumbled dedd 
From top of Heinus by him beapcil live;) 
Hath loosil her helmet from her lofty’hedd, 
And her (Torgonian shield gins to mitve 
From her lefte arme, to rest in glorious \nctorye. 

XXII i 

Which whenas they beheld, they smitten were 
With great amazmient of so W'ondrou.s sight; 
And each on other, and they all on her. 

Stood gazing, as if suddein great affright 


xxvii 

They sate to meat ; and Satvrane his ehaunce 
Was hw hcfoiv. and Paridell* beside; 

But he him selfe sate looking still askaiinee 
Gainst Hritomart, and ever closely eide 
Sir Satyraue, that glaunces might not glide : 
But Ins bliiide eie, that sided Paridell, 
jUI his demeasnure from his sight did hide : 
On her faire face so did he feedc his fill, 

And sent close messages of love to her at will. 

XXVI II 

anone, when none w'as ware, 
8^JG®king lookes, that close embassage 

I He rov’d at her, and told his secret care 
For all that art he learnt had of yore ; 
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Ne was she i^oraunt of that Icud lore, 

But in his eye his ineaning* wisely redd, 

And with the like him auiiswurd'everniore. 
Shee sent at him one fyrie dart, whose hedd 
Kmpoisned was with privy lust and gealous 
dredd. 

XXIX 


Before that angry (rods and criiell skie 
Upon thee heapt'a direfull destinie ; 

What boots it boast thy glorious descent. 

And fetch from heven thy great genealogie, 
Sith all thy worthie prayses being blent 
Their ofspnng hath embastc, and later glory 
shent 7 


lie irom that deadly throw made no defeiu'e, 
But to the wound his weake heart opened 
wyde : 

'Phe Avicked engine through false influence 
Past through his eics, and secsrctly did glyde 
Into his heart, which it did sorely gryde. 

Tint nothing new to liim w'as that same ])ain(‘. 
No panic at all ; for he so ofte had trvdc 
The powre thereof, and lov’d so oft in vaiiie. 
That thing of course he counted kive to eiiU*r- 
taiiie. 

XXX 

Thenceforth to her he sought to intimate 
Ills inwaid griefe, by incaues to him well 
knownc : 

Now BaifhiiN fruit out of the silver plate 
He on the table dasht, as overthrflwno, 

Or of the fruitful! liquor overflowne; 

And by the dauncing bubldoii did divine. 

Or therein write to lett his We be shownc ; 
Which well she redd out of the learned line: 
A sacrament prophaue in mistcry of wine. 

XX M 

And, when so of his hand the filedge she ra light. 
The guilty cup she fuinod to mistake, 

And in her lap did shed her idle draught. 
Shewing desire her inward flame to slake. 

But such close signes they secret way did make 
Unto their wils, and one eies watch escape: 
'Pwo eies him ncedeth. for to watch and -wake. 
Who lovers will deceive. Thus was the ajK*, 
By their fairc handling, put into Malbeccues 
cape. , 

XXXII 


XXXIV 

^ Most famous Worthy of the world, by whome 
That warre was kindled w'hich did Troy inflame. 
And stately towres of I lion whilome' 

Brought unto balefiill mine, wqn byname 
Sir Pans far renowmd through noble fame ; 
Who, through great prowesse and bold harili- 
nesse. 

From Lacedaiinon fetcht the fayrest Dame 
That ever (Irci'ce did boast, oft knight [lossesse, 
Whom Venus to him gave fur meedot worthi- 
nesse ; 

XXXV 

‘ Fayre Helene, flowre of bcauiie excellent, 
And girlond of the mighty Cunquerours, 

Tliat madest many Ladies deare lament 
The heavic losse of their brave Paramours, 
W'^hich they far off beheld from Trojan toures, 
And saw the fielde|^of faire Scamander strow ne 
Witli carcases of noble warrioures 
Whose fruitlesse lives w'cre under furrow sowne. 
And Xantbus sandy bankes with blood all 
o\ erflowne. 

XXXVI 

‘ From him my linage 1 derive aright. 

Who long before the ten ycares siege of Troy, 
Whiles vet on Ida he % shepcheard hight, 

On faire Oenone got a lovely boy. 

Whom, for rcmcmbraiicc of her passed joy, 
She, of his Father, Pariiis did name ; 

Who, after (Tieekes did Priamsiealme destroy, 
OathriHl the lYujun rcliques sav'd from flame. 
And with them sayling thmee to th’ isle of 
Paros came. 


Now. when of meats and drinks thqy had 
their fill, • 

Purpose was moved by that gentle Dame 
Unto those knights ndvenUirous, to tell 
(^f deeds of armes which unto them became. 
And everv'^ one his kindred and his name. 
Then Paridell, in whom a kindly pride 
Of gratiouB Sfieach and skill his word.s to frame 
A^undeil, being glad of so title tide 
Him to (Himmend to her, thus spako, of al 
well eide. 


XXXVII 

* That was by him cald Paros, w’hicli before 
night Nausa: there he many yearcs did raine, 
And billet Nausicle by the P'untick shore ; 

The which he dying lefte next in remaine 
To Paridas his soiine, 

From whom I Paridell by kin descend : 

But, for faire ladies love and glories gaine, 

My native soile have lefte, my dayes to spend 
111 seewing deeds of armes, my lives and labors 
emU* 


XXXllI 

' Troy, that art now nought but an idle name, 
And in tliine ashes buried low dust lie, [fame, 
'i'hough wiiilome far much greater then Hi^ 


XXXVIII 

I W^henas the noble Britomart heard tell 
Of Trojan warres and Priains citie sackt, 

I The ruefull story of Sir Paridell| 
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She vraB enij)aBsion(l at that piteoiia act, 

With zclouH envy of Greekes cmell fact 
Against that nation, from whose race of old 
She heard that she was lineally extract ; 

For noble Britons spn>ng from Trojans bold, 
And Troynovant was built of old Troyes ashes 
cold. 

XXMX 

Then, sighing soft nwliile, at last she thus: 

‘ O lamentable fall of famous towie ! 

Which raignd so many yearcs victorious, 

And of all Asidbore thc'sovcrainc crowne. 

In one sad night eonsumd and throwen downe . 
What ston^ hart, that hearcs thy haplessc fate, 
Is not empicrst with deepe compassiowiic, 
And makes ensample of mans wretehed Htat& 
That floures so fl'esh at inome, and fades at 
evening late? 

XI. 

‘ Behold, Sir, how your pitifull complaint 
Hath fownd another partner of your paync ; 
For nothing may iiupresse so deare con- 
straint 

Ascountries cause, and communefoes disdnyne. 
But if it should not grieve you backe agayne 
To tiirne your course, 1 wouH to liojiro desye 
What to Aeneas fell ; sith that men sayne 
He was not in the cities wofull fyre 
Consum'd, but did him selfc to safety retyre.' 


XU 

‘ Anch^'ses sonne, begot t of Venus fayre,’ 
Said he. * out of the tlaines for safeganl fled, 
And witli a remnant did to sea repayre ; 
Where he through fatall errour long was led 
Full many yearcs, and weetlesse wandered 
From shore to shore emongst the Ly hick sandcs, 
Kre rest lie fownd. Much there lie suffered, 
And many perillcs past in forreine landcs, 

To save his people rod from victours veiigcfiill 
handes. 

XL1I 

‘ At lost in Latium he did airy ve, 

Where he with cruell warre was entertaind 
Of th' inland folke, which sought hiq^ backe 
lo drive, 

Till he with old Latinus was coustraind 
To contract wedlock, (so the fates ordaind) 
Wedlocke contract in blood, and eke in blotKl 
Accomplished, that many deare complaind : 
The rival! slaine, the victour, through the flood 
Escaped hardly, hardly praisd his wedliK'k good. 

XL111 

‘ Yet, after all he victour did survive, 

Anh with Latinus (Ud the kingdom part; 
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But after, when both nations gan to strive 
Into their names the title to conviirr. 

His sonne lillus did from i hence depart 
With all the wailike youth ofTrojaiih blond. 
And in long Alba plast his throne apai t ; 
Where faire it dorished and long time stoud, 
IMll liomulus, renewing it, to Ifome ron ond. t 

xuv 

‘There; there,’ (said Biitoinnrt) ‘afresh ap- 
peal'd 

The glorj' of the later world U) sjiriiig, 

And Tr<»y againc out of her dust was reard 
To silt in second seat of soveraine king 
Of all the world, under her governing. 

But a third l^ngdom yet is to arise 
Out of 1 he Trojans scattered ufspnng, 

'riiat in all glory and great ontei prise, fise. 
Both first and second Troy shall dare to equal- 

xi.v 

‘ It Troynovant is bight, that with the waves 
Of wealthy '^hamis washed is along, 

Upon w'hose stubborneneek, (whereat he raves 
With roring rage, and sore him selfe does throng) 
That all men feareto temfit his hillowes strong, 
She fastnod hath her loot; which stands so by, 
That it a wonder of the ivorld is song 
In forreine landes; and all which passen by. 
Beholding it from farre. doe thirikt' it threaten 
the skye. 

Xl.M 

‘ The Trojan Brute did first that, eitie fownd, 
Andllygale made the meare thereof by West, 
And Overt gate by Noitli; that is the ‘bound 
Toward the land; two rivers bownd the lest. 
So huge a scope at first him seemed best. 

To lie the eompnsse of his kingdonies scat : 

So hugc^a miiui could not in lesser rest, 

Nc in small mearcs eontaine his glory great, 
Thaff^hiori had conquered first by warlike 
feau’ 

, XLVII 

‘Ah ! fairest Lady knight,’ (said Paridell) 

‘ Pardon, I pray, my heedlesse oversight, 

Wlio hud forgot that whylomc I heard tell 
From aged Mnemoii ; for my wits hcene light. 
Indeed he said, (if I rememher right) 

That of the antique. 'I’rojan stoeke there grew 
Another plant, that raught to wondrous bight, 
And far abroail his mightie braunclies llirew 
Into the utmost Angle of the world lie knew. 

XI.VIII 

‘ For that same Brute, uhoin much he did ad- 
vauiire 

In all Ilia speach, was Sylvius his sonne, 
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Whom having; slain through luckles anovres 
glaunoe, 


* His worke great Troynovant, his workc is 


lie fled for fcare of that he had misdonne, j Fiure lincolne, both renowmed far away ; [eke 
Or els for shame, so fbwle reproch to shonne, {That who from East to West will endlong 
And with him ledd to sea an^youthly tra^me; Cannot two fairer Cities find this day, L««eki‘, 
Where wearie wandring they long time did [Except Cleopolis : so heard I say 

wonne, jOldMnemon. Therefore, Sir, I greet you well 

And many/ortunes pnivM in tli’ Ocean niayne, , Your countrey kin ; and you ontyrely prrfy' 
And great adventures found, that now were' Of pardon for the strife, which late befell 

long to sayne. Betwixt us both unknowne.’ So ended Pari- 

deU. 

LII • 

But all the while that he these speeches spent. 
Upon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenore 
With vigilant regard and dew attent. 
Fashioning worldes of fancies evermore 
In Her fraile witt, that now hciT quite forlore : 
The whiles unwares away her wondring eye 
I And greedy cares her weake hart from her 
, , ! Which he ^rcciving, ever privily, [bore: 

That fell on living flesh, and dronck mens,||^ speaking man y false bclgaides at her let 


‘ At last by fatall course they driven were 
Into an Island spatious and brode, 

The farthest North that did to them appeare : 
Which, after rest, they, seeking farre abrodc, 
Found it the fittest soyle for their tbodc, 
Fruitful! of all thinges* fltt for living foode, 
But wlioly waste and void of peoples trode. 
Save an Huge nation of the Geaunts broode 


vitall blood. 

< Whom he, through wearie wars and labours 
long, 

Subdewd with losse of many Britons bold : 

In which the great Goemagot of strong 
Conneus, and Couliii of Debon old, [cold. 

Were overthrowne and laide on th* eartn full 
Which quaked under their so hideous masse-, 

A famous history to bee enrold 
In everlasting inonimeuts of brasse, 

That all the antique Worthies merits far did .Them go to rest. So all unto their boWres 
posse. I were brought. 


fly. 


So long these knights discoursed diversly 
• Of atraungc affaires, and noble hardiment, 
Whiej)! they had p^ with mickle jeopardy. 
That now the humid night was farforth aiient. 
And hevenly lanipes were liolfendeale ybrent : 
Which th’ old man seeing wel, who too long 
thought 

j Every discourse, and every argument. 

Which by theliourcs he measured, besought 


OstNTO X. 


Foridell rapeth Hellenore : 

Malbeoco Aer poitrsewes ; 

Fyuds emongst Batyres, whence with him 
To tiimo she doth refuse. 


I 

The morow next, so soone as Phoebus Lamp 
Bewrayed had the world with early light, 

And fresh Aurora had the shady damp 
Out of the goodly heven amoved quigiit, 
Faire Britoinort and that same Faery knight 
Uprose, forth on their journey for to wend ; 
But Paridell complaynd, tliat his late fight 
With Britomart so sore did him offend, 

That ryde he could not, till his hurts he di< 
amend. 


II 

So foorth they far’d ; but be behind them stayd, 
Maulgre his host, who grudged grievously 
To house a guest that would be needes oliayd. 
And of his owne him lefte not liberty : 

Might wanting measure movetli surquedry. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death ; 
That fiers youngmans unruly maystery ; 

Ilis money, which he lov’d as living breath ; 
And his faire wife, -wbom honest long he kept 
uiieath 


P 
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But patience perforce, he rauHt abio 
What fortune and his fate on him will lay ; 
Fond is the feare that Andes no rcmcdic : 

Yet warily he watclieth every way, 

By which he fearcth evill hapiM:ri"iiiHy; 

So til* evill thiiikes by watching to prevent : 
Nc doth he sutler her, nor night nor day, 

Out of his sight her sclfe once to absent : 

So doth he punish her, and eke him sclfe 
torment. 

0 IV 

But Paridell kept better watch then hee, 

A At occasion for his tume to (iiule. 

False love, ! why do men say thou oanst not see, 
And in their foolish fancy feigne thee blindc, 
That, with th^* chormes the shai’iiest sight 
doest biiide, 

And to tliy will abuse ? Thou ivalkest free, 
And seest every secret of the ininde ; 

Thou seest all, yet none at all sc<‘s tliee: 

All that is by the working of thy Dcitce. 


V 

So perfect in that art was Paridcll, 

That he Malbccccxis halferfieye did ivyle 
llis halfen eye he wileil wondrous well, 

And llellenors both eyes did eke beguyle, 
Both eyes and hart attonc^ during the whyle 
That he then? sojourned hisw'oundea toheale; 
That Cupid selfe, it seeing, close did smyle 
To weet how he licr love auay did stenle, 
And bad that none their joyous treason should 
reveal c. 

VI 

The learned lover lost no time nor tyde 
That least avantage mote to him aAord, 

Yet bore so faire a sayle, that none espyde 
llis secret drift, till lie her layd abord. 

When so in opeiyilace and commune hol'd 
He fortun’d her to meet, with commune speach 
He courted her ; yet bayted every word. 

That his ungentle hoste n’ote him appeach 
Of vile ungentlenesse, or hospitages breach. 
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And otherwhyles with amorous delights 
And pleasing toyes he would her eiitertaine ; 
Now singing sweetly to surprize her sprights, 
Now making layes of love and lovers ]iaine, 
Braimles, Ballads,' virelayes, aud verses vaine ; 
Oft piiqHises, oft riddles, he dcvy.sd, j 

And thousands like which Aowed in his braine, 
With which he fed her fancy, and entysd 
To take to his new love, and leave her old 
de8[)ysd. 

And every where he might, and everie while, 
lie did her service dewtifull, and sewd 
At hand with humble pride and pleasing guile ; 
So closely yet, that none but she it vewd, 
Who well jlerceived all, and all indewd. 

Thus Anely did he his false nets dispred, 

VVitli which he many weake harts bad subdewd 
Of yore, and many Lad ylike misled : 

What w onder theii, if she were likewise earned ? 


X 

No fort so' fcnsible, no wals so strong, 

But that continuall battery^ will rive. 

Or daily siege, through dispurvayaunce long 
And lacke of rcskewes, will to {larle^ drive ; 
And Peece, that unto jiarlcy eare wul give, 
WiU shortly yield it sclfe, and will be made 
The vassall of the victors will bylive ; 

That stratageme had oftentimes assayd 
This crafty Paramoure, and now it plainc dis- 
play’d: 

xr 

For through his traincs he her intrapped hath, 
That she her love and hart hath wholy sold 
To him, without regard of gaine or scath. 

Or care of credito, or ot husband old. 

Whom she haili vow’d to duba fayre Cuctpiold. 
Nought wants but time and place, which 
shortly shee 

Devized hath, and to her lover told. 

It plcas(>d well : So well thej* both agree : 

So rcadie rype to ill ill weniens counsels bee! 


VII 

But when apart (if ever her apart) 

He found, then his false engins fast he plyde. 
And all the sleights uiibosomd iu his hart : 

He sigh’d, he sobd, he swownd, he |jcrdy dyde, 
And cast himselfe on ground her fast bcsvdc: 
Tho, when againc he him bethought to live, 
H e wept, and wayld, and false laments belyd^ 
^ying, but if she Mercie would him give. 
That he mote algates dye, yet did his death 
• fonjive, I 


Ml 

Darke was the Evening, At for lovers stealth. 
When chaunst Malbecco biisie be elsewhere. 
She to his closet went, ivliere all his wealtli 
Lay hid ; thereof she couutlesse summes did 
reare, 

The which she meant away with her to beare , 
The rest she fyr’d, for siiort, or for despighl r 
As Hellene, when she saw aloft appeare 
The Trojaiie Aames and reach to hevens bight, 
Did clap her hands, and io> ed at that dolefujl 

I 
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XIII 

This second Hclcnc, fayre Dame llellenorc, 
The whiles her husband ran with soiy haste 
To quench the flames which she had tyn’d 
befor^ 

Laiight at his foolish labour spent in waste, 
And ran into her lovers armes right fast; 
Where streight embraced she to him did cry 
And call alowd for helpe, ere helpe were past ; 
For lo ! that Guest did licart; her forcibl3’, 

And meant to ravish her, that rather had to 
d.v. 

XIV 

The wretched man hearing her call for ayd, 
And read}’^ seeing him with her to tiy, 

In his disquiet mind was mu(;h disiiiayd : 

But when againe he backeward cast his eye, 
And saw the wicked lire so ftiriously 
Gonsiime his hart, and scorch his Idoles face. 
He was therewith distressed diversely’, 

Ne wist he how to tume, nor to what place : 
Was never wretched man in such awofull cace. 


XVllI 

Long thus he I'hawd the cud of inu ard griefc. 
And did consume his gall with anguish sore : 
Still when he mused on his late inischiefe, 
Then still the smart thereof increased more. 
And seemd more grievous then it was before. 
At last when sorrow he saw booted nought, 
Ne griefc might not his love to him restore. 
He gan devise hoAv her he reskew mought : 
Tmi thousand wayes he cast in his confused 
thought. 

XIX • 

At last resolving, like a Pilgrim pore, 

To search her forth where so she might he fond. 
And bearing with him treasure in close stoic, 
Tljp rest he leaves in ground : ^So takes in bond 
'I'o seeke her endlong both i)}*^ sea and lon»l. 
Long he her sought, he sought her fur and 
nerc. 

And every where that he mote iinderstond 
Of knights and ladies any meetings -wtire ; 
And of eacii one he mott he tidings did in(|uere. 


XV • 

Ay when to him she cr}^^, to her he tiimd, 
And left the lire ; love nioiiey overcame ; 

But. when he marked how h‘is money bumd, 
He left his wife ; inonej' did love disclame : 
Both was he loth to loose his loved Dame, 

And loth to leave his liefest pclfc behinde ; 
Yet, sith he n’ote save both, he sav’d that same 
Which was the dearest to his dounghill minde, 
The God of his desire, the joj’ of misers blindc. 

XVI 

Thus whitest all things in troublous iiprore 
were. 

And all men busie to suppressc the flame, 

The loving eouple neede no reskew feay, 

But leasurc had and liberty' to frame 
Their purpost flight, free from all mens iwl'xne; 
And Night, the patmnesse ot love-stealth faj'i’e, 
Gave them safe conduct, till to end they came. 
So beene thej*^ gone yfere, a wanton fiayre 
Of lovers loosely knit, where list them to re- 
payre. 

XVII 

Soone as the ci'ucll flames yslaked iveiv, 
Malbecco^ seeing how his losse did l^'e, [lere, 
Out of tbs flames which he had queiicht wh^^- 
Into huge waves of griefe and gealosye ! 
Full deepc emplong^ was, and drowned nj’e 
Twixt inward doole and Monous despight": 

He rav’d, he wept, he stampt, helowd <lid cr^', 
And all the passions that in man may light’ j 
Did him uttonce oppresse, and vex his caytive 
spright. I 


I 

But all in vnine u his woman was too w ise 
Evft to come into nis clouch againe, 

And hoe too simple ever to surjirise 
'riie jolly Paridcll, for all his painc. 

One day. as hoe forpassed by the plainc 
With weary pace, he far away espide 
A couple, seeming well to be his twaine, 
Which hoved close under a forest side, | hide. 
As if they lay in wait, or els them selves did 

XXI 

W ell weened hec that those the sam e mote bee , 
And ns he better did their shape aviac. 

Him seemed more their maner did agree ; 

For th’ one was armed all m warlike wize, 
Whom to be Paridell he did devize ; 

And th’ other, al yclad in garments light 
Discolourd like to womanish disguise. 

He did resemble to his lady bright; [sight: 
And ever his faint hart much earned at the 


XXII 

And ever faine he towards them would goe, 
But yet durst not for dread approchen nie. 

But stood aloofe, unweeting what to doc ; 
jTill that piickt forth with loves extremity 
That is the father of fowle gealosy, 

I He closely nearer crept the truth to weet ; 
But, as he nigher drew, he easily 
Might sceme that it was not his sweetest sweet, 
|Ne yet her Belamour, the partner of his sheet : 
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XXIll 

But it was scomcfull Braggodochin, 

That with his servant 'J'minjiart Imvonl I here. 
Sith late he tied from his tou earnest foe : 
Whom such whehas Malb(‘cco siiyecl clcre. 

He turned backe, and would have tied nrere, 
Till Troinpart, ronuing hastclv, liim did stay, 
And bad before his soveraine Lord appere. 
That was him loth, yet durst he not gainesay, 
And comming him before low louted on the 
lay- 

j XXTV 

The Boaster at him sternely bent his bn»we. 
As if he could liavc kild him with liis looke, 
That to the ground Jiim mcekely made to 
bowc, 

And awfiill teB>‘or deepe into him strooke,* 
'I'hat every member of his body qiiooke. 

Said he, ‘Thou man of nought, Avhat do(»t 
thou here 

Unfitly fumisht with thy bag and booke, 
Where I exi>cctcd one with sliield and 8|)ere 
To prove some deeds of annes upon un cquall 
pereV’ 

XXV 

The wretched man nt his imperious s{:«ach 
Was all abasht, and low frostrating sai^* 

‘ (lood Sir, let not my rudenes bo no breach 
Unto your patience, nc be ill ypaid ; 

For 1 tinwares this way by fortuue straid, 

A silly Pilgrim driven'to distresse, 

That seeke a Lady ’ — ^There he suddein staid. 
And did the rest with grievous sighes sup- 
ptesse, \ bittcmessc. 

While teares stood in his eies, few drops of 

xxvr 


Which al gooil knights, that annes doe boar 
tiiis tlay, • . . L ™ay* 

Arc bownd for to revenge, and punish if they 

xwm 

‘ And you, mostnoblc IjokI, that can and dare 
liedresse the wrong of miserable wight, 
Cannot employ your most victorious speare 
In better quarell then flelence of right. 

And for a Lady gainst a faithlesse knight : 

So shall your glory liee advauncod much, 

And all faire Ladies mamiify your might, 

And eke my selfc, albec 1 simple such. 

Your worthy panic shall wel reward with 
guerdon rich.’ 

XXIX 

With that out of his bouget fortli he drew 
Great store of treasure, 1 herewith him to tempt; 
But he on it luokt scoruefully askeu , 

As much disdeigning to be so misdempt, 

Or a w'ar-inongcr to oe basely nenqit ; 

And sayd; ‘Thy offers base 1 greatly loth, 
And eke thy w ords uncoiirteous and unkempt : 
I tread m dust thee and thy money Ixtth, 

That, were it not for shame’— So turned from 
him wrroth 

x\x 

But Trompart, that his maistres humor knew 
In lofty looks to hide an humble minde. 

Was iiily tickled w'itli that golden vcw'. 

And in lus care him roivnded close behinde : 
Yet stoupt lie not, but lay still in the winde. 
Waiting lulvauntage on the pray to sease, 
jTill Trompart, lowly to tlic growud inclinde, 
Besought him liis great corage to appease, 

I And pardon simple miui that rash did him dis- 
please. 


‘ IVhat Lady, man?’ (said Trompart) ‘take 
good hart, 

.\nd tell thy griefe^ if any hidden lye : 

W’as never bettar time to* shew thy smart 
Then now that noble succor is thee by, 

That is tlie whole worlds commune remedy.’^ 
That chearful wohI his w'eak heart miicli did 
cheare, 

And w'ith vaine hope his spirits faipt supply, 
That bold he sayd ; O most redoubted Fere ! 
Vouchsafe with mild regard a wretches cac« to 
heare.’ 


XXXI 

Big looking like a doughty Doiiceiicrc, 

At k&t he thus ; ‘Thou clod of vilest clay, 

1 4 )gFdoD yield, and with thy rudenes beare , 
But weete* hcncefortb, that all that gulden pray, 
And all that els the vaine w'orld vaunten may, 
1 loath 4is doung, ne deeme my dew reward : 
Fame is my mee^ and glory vertues pay : 

But minds of mortall men are mucMl mard 
And mov’d amisse with massy mucks unmeet 
regard. 

XXX II 


XXVII 

Then sighing sore, ‘ It is not long,’ (saide liee) 
* Sith I enjovd the gentlest Hanw alive *, 

Of whom a knight, no knight at all perdee, 
But slume of all that doe for honor strive, 

Bv treacherous deoeipt did me deprive : 
Throuffh ofwn outroffe he her bore away, 

And with tbwle force unto his will did ^ive ; 


I ‘ And more : I grauiit to thy great miseiy 
.Gratiuus respect; tliy w ife shall backe lie ‘sent : 
I And that vile kiilgUt, who ever that he bee, 
Wliich hath thy lady reft and knighthood 
shent, 

By Saaglamort my sw'ord, whose deadly dent 
The blood hath of so many thousands shedd, 

I Bweare, ere long shall deardy it repent; 



THE FAERIE QtTEENE. 




r \NTO X.] 

~ ~ ~ I 

Nt’ lie lAvixt; hevoTi and earth shall hide his. Where those two friiders with Malhccco were. 


hedd, [ho dodd.’ 

But soonc he shal be fownd, and shortly doen 

XXXIII 

The foolish man thereat woxe wondrous With, 
As if the word so spoken -were halfe donne, 

And humbly thanked him a thousand sith 
'I'liat had from death to life him newly woniie. 
'I'ho forth the Boaster marching brave’ begonne! 
liis stolen steed to thunder furiously, 

As if he heaven and hell would over-ronne, 
And all the world eonfuund w'ith cruelty; 

That much Malhccco jo^’cd in his jollity. 

XXXIV 

'rims long they three togelher ftaveiled, 
'I'hrough many a wood and many an uneouth 
'I’o seeke his wife that was far wandered : [way. 
But tho'-e two sought nought but the present 

p™y» 

'I’o w'ppte, the ti-easure which he did bewray, 
On wJiich their eics and harts were wholly' sett, 
With purpose how they might it^iest betray; 
For, sith the howre that first he did them left 
The same behold, therwith their kecne desires 
were whett. 

XXXV 

rt fortuned, as they together far’d, 

'J’hey spide where I’aridell came firickiug fast 
UlKiii the plaine ; the which him selfc prepar’d 
'To guist with tliat brave straunger knight a 
Am on advcutuie by the way he past. [cast. 
Alone he rode Avitl’iout his Paragonc ; 

For, having (ilclit her bells, her up he east 
I’o the wide world, and lett her fly alone : 
lie nould be clogd. ^So had he served many 
one. 

XXXVI 

The gentle Tjady, loose at randou lefle, 

'I’he greene-wood long did walko, and wandei 
wide 

At Wilde adventure, like a forlorne wefte; 

I’ll! on a day the Satyres her espidc 
Straying alone withoutcii groouie or guide : 
Her up they tooke, and with them home her 
ledd. 

With them as housewife ever to abide, 

To milk their gotes, and make them cheese and 
bmld ; 

And every one as commune good her handeled 
XXXV II’ 

'That shortly she Malbecco has forgott, 

Arifl eke Sir ParidelJ, all were he dearc; 

Who from her went to seeke another lott. 

And now by fortune was arrived here^ 


Soone as the old man saw' Sir l*aridell, 

He fainted, and was almost dead with feare, 
Ne word he hud to speake bis griefe to tell, 

Hut to him louted low, and greeted goodly 
well ; 

xxxviii 

And, after, asked him for ITellcnorc : 

‘ 1 take no keepe of her,’ (sayd Paridell) 

She woiinel h in the forrcst there before.’ 

So forth he rode os his adventure fell ; 

The whiles the Boaster from h# loftie sell 
Faynd to alight., something amisse to mend; 
But the fresh Sw'uvnc w'oiild not hi.s leas me 
dwell, 

But went hi.s way : w'hum wdien ho passed kend, 
H^ up icniounted light, uiiTl after faind to 
w’cnd. 

XXXIX 

^Perdy, nay,’ (said Malbecco) ‘shall ye not ; 
But let him passe as lightly as he eaii’ie : 

For litlc good of him is to be got. 

And mickle perill to hce put to shame. 

But let U.S goe to seeke my dearest Dame, 
Whom he hath left in yonder forest wyld ; 

Foj* of her safety Hi great doubt I ame, 
Leastsalvage heastes her person have despoyld: 
Then all the world is lost, and w'e in \ aine 
have toyld.’ 

XU 

They all agree, and forward them add i esse: 
‘Ah! hut,’ (said crafty Tromiiart) ‘wcete je 
well, 

'That 3 ondcr in that w'astefiill wilderncssc 
Huge monsters haunt, and man^' dangers 
dwell ; 

Dragons, and ISIinotaures, and feende.s of hell. 
And immv wilde woodmen which rohbe ami 
rend 

Vll travellers : thertTore aiWise. ye well 
Before 3'e cntcrpri.se that waj' to wend : 

One ma^' liis Joiime^' bring too soone to evill 
end.’ 


Molbe^ stopt in great astonishment, 

And with pale ej’es fast fixed on the rest, 
Their counsell crav’d in daiinger imminent. 
Said Trompart; ‘You, that arc the mostoii- 
prest 

With burden of ^at treasure, 1 tbinke best 
Here for to stay in safetic liebjmd: 

M3' Lord and I will search the w'ide forest.* 
That counsel! pleased not Malbeccoea nirnd, 
For he w'as much afraid him aelfe alone to 
f3*nd. . • 
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‘Then is it best,' (siiid he) ‘thiit ye doe 
leave 

Your treasure Iiere in some sec'uritv, 

Either fust closed in some Iiollow ffreuve, 

Or buried in the ^uiid from jc(»i>Jirdy, 

Till we returne n^uine in safety: 

As for IIS two, least doubt of us ye liave. 
Hence fnrre away we will blyndfolded ly, 

Ne privy bee 1111(0 yourtrensiin*s ffrave.’ 

It pleased ; so he did. Then they march for- 
ward bfive. 

XLIII 

Now, wlien amid (he tliiekcst woodes lliey 
Aven-, 

They heard a noyse of many bafqiipes shrill, 
And’ shriekiiiff* Hubiihs them approchfng 
lien', 

Wliicli nil the forest did Avith horrour fill. 

Tlial rlreadfiill sound the lM)st«*rs hart did 
thrill 

With such amaznient, that in hast he dedd, 
Ne ever looked back for good or ill ; 

And after him eke fcareliill Tromjiart s^Aedd: 
The old man could not Hy, but fell to ground 
half dedd. 

AM\ * •' 

Yet afterwardcs, close creeping as he might. 
He in a bush did hyde Ins fearefull Iiedd. 

The jolly Satyres, full of fresh delight. 

Came daunciug forth, and Avith them nimbh’’ 
ledd 

Fairc Helenorc Avith girlonds all bospredd, 
Whom their May-lady they had neivly made : 
She, proude of that ncAv honour Avhi’ch they 
redd, 

And of their loA'elv fellowshijA full glado, 
Daunst liA-ely, anA her face did Avith n LuAvrell 
shade! 

XLV 

The silly man tifkt in the tliickett lay 
SaAV all this goodly sfiort, and grieveil soi'c ; 
Yet durst he not against it doc or say, 

But did his hart with bitter thoughts engore. 
To see th’ unkindnes of his Hdlenore. 

All day they daunced with great lus/^y-hedd, 
And Avith their horneu feet the grcciie gras 
wore, 

The Avhil&s their Gotes upon the brouzes fedd. 
Till drouping Phoebus gan to hyde his golden 
hedd. 

XLA’I 

Tho up they gan their mery pypes to truss^ 
And all tli^r goodly heardes did gather 
rownd ; 

But eA'eiy Satyre first did j:pve a bussc 
To Uellenore ;’ 8 o busses did abound. 


jNow gan the humid Amiioui shed the gioAimd 
With perly dcuAv', and th’ Karthes gloomy 
shade 

Did dim the hrightnesse of the Avclkin roAViid, 
Thatei'ery bird and beast auarned made 
'J'o shrewd themselves, Avliile^ slccpc their 
senees did invade. ^ 

XLVlI 

Which when Malbecco suav. i»ii( of (he l>ush 
Upon his handes and feete he cicpi full light, 
And like a Gotc emoiigst thetiotes did rush; 
That, through the helpe of his fane homes on 
bight. 

And misty (lumpe of inisconceyving nn^ht, 
And eke through likcne>%seof his gofish lieard, 
lie did the l^dter counferfeite aright : 

So home he marclit emongst the horned heard, 
That none of all the Satyies him espyde or 
heard. 

\I.VI11 

At night, Avhen all lhe\ went to sh'ciic he 
vew'il. 

Whereas his Ioa'cIv Avili* emoiigst them ua', 
Enibraeed of a Sa'tyix* loiigh and rude, 

Who all the night did mmde his joyous play : 
Nine times he heaid him come aloft ere day. 
That all his hart with goalosy ilid saatH ; 

But yet that nights eiisainple did bcAvray 
That not for nought his AA'ife them loied so 
AAH!ll, [hell. 

When one so oft a night did 1 nig his matins 


XM\ 

So closely as he could he to them crept, 
When Aveinie of their sport to slepjip thev fell, 
And b) his AV'ife, that now full soimdlv slept, 
He whisfMired m her eare, anti tlid her tell 
That ft AVH8 he Avhich liy her side did (hvell ; 
Awl^lieretbie prayd her Aiake to heart* him 
plaine. 

As one out of a di-eame not Avaked avcII 
She tiirrfd her, and rotumed haeke agaiiie ; 
Yet her tor to awake he did the nmre con- 
straine. 

I 

At last with irkcsoin trouble she ahraA'tl ; 
And then perceiving that it was iiideetl 
Her old Malbceco, which did her upbravd 
With ItKisenesse of her love ami loathlv deed, 
She was astonislit with exceeding dre’ed, 

And would have wakt the Satyre hy her .sA'de ; 
But he her prayd, for merev tir for meed, ’ 

To save his life, ne let him ‘he deservde. 

But hearken to his lore, and all his coiinsell 
hyde. 
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I,VI 


Tho ffan he her perswadc to leave that lewd 
And loathsoin hte, ot Uud and man abhord, 
And home returuc, where all should lie renewd 
With perfect peace and baiides of fresh accord. 
And she ret^civd againe to bed &nd bord, 

As if no trespas ever had liecnc donne : 
iuit she it all refused at one word, 

And by no meanea would to his will be wonne, 
Ihit chose emoiigst the jolly Satyres still tol 
wonne I 


Still fled he forward, looking backward still ; 
No stayd his flight nor fearefull agony, 

Till that he came unto a rocky hill 
Over the sea suspended dreadfully, 

'riiat living creature it would terrify 
To looke adowne, or u|»ward t<i the bight : 
Fiom thence he threw him sclfe despit eously, 
All desperate of his fore-damned spright. 

That seemd no help for him was left in living 
sight. 


1.II 

He wooed her till dny-spring he espyde, 

Hut all in vaiiie ; and then turnd to the heard. 
Who butted him with homes on every syde, 
AikI tmile downe in the diirt, where^hw liore 
licard 

Was fowly dight, and he of death afeard. 
Karly, before tlie heavens fairo.st light 
Out "of the ruddy East was fully reard, 

I'lie beanies out of their foldes were loosed 
quight, [plight. 

And he eniongst the rest crept forth in soryj 


LVII ^ 

But through long anguish and seife-murdring 
thought, 

He was so wasted and forpined quight, 

That all bis .substance was consum’d to nought, 
And rtDtliing left but like an aer}wSpright, 
That on the rockes he fell so flit and light, 
1'hat he thereby receiv'd no hurt at all ; 

But chaunevd on a craggy eliflf to light. 
Whence he with crooked* elawes so long did 
crall, [small. 

That at the last he found a cave with entrance 


Lit! 

So hiMine ns he the l‘rison-dore did pas, 
lie ran as last as both his feet could beare. 

And never looked who behind him was, 

Xe scarsely who before : like as a Beare, 

That creeping close amongst the hives to reare 
An hony-combe, the wakcfull tlogs espy, 

And him iissayling sore his earkns teare, 

That hardly heivith lifeaw'ay does fly, [pardy. 
Nc stu^'cs, till safe, him sclfe he bw from jeo- 
1,1V 

No stavd he, till he came unto the place 
Where late his treasure he entombed had ; 
Where u’ben ho found it not, (for Trompart 
Had it purloyned for his maister bad) [baee 
With extreme- fury he became unite mad. 

And ran away, ran Avith him selfe aivay ; «s • 
That who so straungely had him scene licstadd. 
With upstart haire and staring eyes dismay, 
Fixan Limbo lake him late escaped surf w'ould| 
say, 

LA' 


LVIII 

Into the same he creepes. and thenceforth 
l»us<>IvM to build his llalefull mansion [there 
In drery darkencs unrt eontinuall feare 
Of Uiat rocks fall, which ever and anon 
Threates nith huge mine him to fall upon. 
That he dare never sleepe, but that one eye 
Still ope he keejics for that occasion ; 

Nc ever rests he in tranquillity. 

The roring billowes beat his bow're so boys- 
trously. 

i,i\ 

Ne ever is he ivont on ought to feed 
But todcs and frogs, his pasture poysonous. 
Which in his fold complexion doe breed 
A filthy blood, or humour rancorous. 

Matter of doubt and dread susf itious. 

That dothAvithcurelesse care consume the hart. 
Corrupts the stomacke with gall vitious, 
Cnis-cuts the liver with mternall smart. 

And doth transfixe the soule with deathes etcr- 
nall^dart. 


High over hillcs and over aales he fledd. 

As if the wiml him on his winges had borne ; 
Xe Imnek nor bush could stay him, when he 
spedd 

His nimble feet, as treading still on thornc : 
(Iriefe, and despight. and gealusy, and seornc. 
Did all the way him follow hard behynd ; 

And he himsclfe himselfe loath'd so forlonie, 
So sliamefully forlomc of womankynd, 

That, as a Snake, still lurked in his wounded 
mynd. 


LX 

Yet can he never dve, but dying lives, 

And doth himselfe with sorrow new sustaine. 
That death and life attonce unto him giA'es, 

I Anil painefull pleasure tumes to pleasing paine. 
There dwels he ever, miserable sAvaine, 
Hatefull both to him sclfe and eA'ery wight ; 
Where he, through privj’ griefc and horrour 
vaine, 

Is woxen so deform’d that he has quight 
Forgot he was a man, and Gelosy is hight. 
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CANTO xr. 

} 

Britomart chaccth Ollyphant , 

Piiidua Bcsiidainonr distrosi : 

Assayea tho hoiisj of BnsjriiiK’, 

Where loves spoylcs are cxpreat. 


O HATKFUl.i. lu'llisli Snake! \vliatfui4e lurst 
Hroti^lil lliee from ImJeliill house of Pro.seri»inc, 
When* 111 tier lioMime alic thee loti{; had mirst. 
And fostrcd up with bitter milkc of tine, 
Fowlc (ical^sy! that tunie.st love divisc 
To joylessc dread, and inak'.st the lovinj; hart 
With hatefull thoughts to languish and to pine, 
And fiK'd it selfe with selfe-consnininj; smart ? 
Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art I 


I 

Nc was Sir S.alyrane her fai heliiiide, 

I»iit with like, hiTccucsse did eii«»ew the ehace. 
Whom when the (>y:iunl saw, lie soonc rcMinle 
His former suit, and from them fled apace: 
'I'hey aficr both, and boldly had him baco, 
And each did strive the other to outgoc : 

But he them both outran a wondrous siiaee. 
For he was long, and swift ns any Koe, [foe 
And now made better speed t’ escape his feared 


O ! let him far be banished away, I 

And in his .stead let Ixive for ever dwell; 
Sweetc Love, that doth his golden wings em- 
bay • • 

In blessed Nectar and pure Pleasures well, 
Untroubled of vile fearoor bitter fell. 

And ye, faire l,iadies, that your kingdomes make 
In tir harts of men, them goveme wisely well. 
And of fairo Britomart ciisample take. 

That was a.s trew in love as Turtle t o her make. 


VI 

I It nnanot Satyrane, whom he did fcarc, 

I But Britomart the flowre of ehaslil} ; [boare, 
I For he the powre of chaste hands "might not 
But alwayes did their dread encounttT lly : 
And now so fast his feet he did applj', 

That he has gotten to a forrest ncare, 

Where he is shrowdetl in security. 

The wood they enter, and search everie whcie , 
They searched diversely, so both divided were. 

1 VII 


^ Fayre Britomart so long him hdlowed, 

»r. o- ci i i 1 . I That she at last came to a fonntaino sheare. 

Who with Sir hatyrane, as earst ye red, j jiy ^-hich there lay a knight all wallowed 
Forth rydiiig from Malbeecoes liostlosse hous, j Upon the grassv ground, and bv him neare 
har ofl aspyde a young man, t he which fled .His haberjeon, his helmet, and his speare: 
hrom an .luge (Teaniit, that with hideous | a httle ofl' bis .shield was rudely thiowne. 

And hatefull outrage long him ch.ace(bthus ; ! the winged boy in cdoin-s clearc 

It was that C\ll^iihant, the brother dcarc J]>ipcineted was, full easic to be knowne. 

Of that Argante vile and '’ition.s, lAnd he thereby, where ever it in held was 

From whom the hquyrc ol Dames was reft. showne. ’ 

wh vlere ; [ ought were. ' • ‘ yjj^ 

Thi. .11 i. bad .8 8he. and wor... if «•<,«.; His face upon the Rro^d did groveliafi Iv, 


For as the sister did in fciniiiinc 
And filthy lust exceede all womankindc. 
So ho surpassed his sex maseulinc, 

In beastly use, all that 1 ever findc: 
Whom when as Britomart beheld behinde 
The feareftill boy so greedily poursew', 
She was emmoved in her noble miiidc, 

T’ employ her puissaunce to his reskew, 

A\v*«Krai>/^1 al* 


As if he had beene slombring in the shade ; 
jThat the brave Mayd would not for courtesy 
i Out of his quiet slomber him abrade, 

I Nor seemc too snddeinly him to invade, [throb 
I Still as she stood, she heard with grievous 
j Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made, 

I ""'Ith most painefull pangs to sigh and sob, 
j lhat pitty lUd the Virgins hart of patience rob 


T’ employ her puissaunce to his reskew, ! ix 

And pricked fiercely forward where she did.' At last forth breaking into bitter plaintes 
• himvew. ■* /Hesayd; ‘OsoverayncLord! thatsit’stonhye 
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whose deepe conceived 


Andraif^ust in blisemongat thy blessed Sainics,! 

How suffrest ihoii such shamefull cruelty 1 irontlo knight! 

So long unwreaked of thine enimy ? “ | " gricle 

Orhastthou, Lord, of good mens cause no heed V Woll seemes t’ exeeedc thepowre of patience, 
Or doth thy jiistmc sli^pe and silently? ly^t, if that hevenly grace some goode roliefc 

What kwiteth then the good and righteous send, submit you to high providence; 

meed i ■ in your noble hart prepense, 


deed, [ no 

If goodnesse find no graces nor righteousnes: 


‘ If good find grace, and righteousnes reward, 
Why then is Arnoret in caytive band, ^ 

Sitli that more bounteous creature never hir’d 
On foot upon the face of living land? 

Or if that hevenly justice may withstand 
The wrongfull outrage of unrighteous men. 
Why then is Utisirane with wicked^and 
Sufl'rcd, these seven nioncthes dgy, in secret den 
My Lady and my love so cruelly to pen ! 

XI 

‘ My Lady and my love is cruellj’ pend 
In dolefull darkcncs from the vew of day, 
^Vhilest deadly torments doe her ahast brest 
rend, [ tway, 

And the sharpe stecle doth rive her hart in 
All for she Scudamore will not donay. 

Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art sound, 
Ne canst her ayde, ne canst her foe dismay ; 
Unworthy wretch to tread upon the grounVl,, 
For whom ho faire a Lady feelos so sore a 
wound ! ’ 

XI 

'fherc an huge hoapo of singults did oppresse 
Ills blrugling soldo, and swelling throbs 
ompcach 

Ills foltring toiing with pangs of dreiinesse, 
(’hokin^ the remnant of his plaintifc spcach. 
As if his dayes were come to their last reach : 
Which when she heard, and saw theghaslty lit 
Threatning into his life to make a br^ach^ , ! 
Both with great ruth and lerrour shewassmit. 
Fearing least from her cage the weaiic soulci 
would flit. • i 

XIII I 

Tho stouping downe she him amoved light; 
Who, therewith somewhat starting, up gaii 
looke, 

And seeing him behind a stranger knight, 
Whereas no living creature he mistooke, 

With great indi^iaunce he that sight forsooke. 
And, downe againc himselfc disdainfully 
Abjecting, th° earth wiUi his faire forhead 
strooke : 

Which the bold Virgin seeing gan apply 
Fit medcinc to his griefe, and spake thus 
coortesly : — 


That all the sorrow in the world is Icssc 
Then vertues might and values confidence . 
For who nill bide the burden of distressc, 
Must not here thinkc to live ; for life is wretch- 
ednesse. 


riicrefore, faire Sir, doe comfort to you lake, 
And freely read what wicked felon .so [make. 
Hath outrag’d you, and tlirald 3'uiir gentle 
Perhaps this hand may helpe to^asc your wtic, 
And wreake your sorrow 011 your criiell foe ; 

At least it faire endevour will apply.’ 

Those feeling words so neare the quicke did 
That up his head he reared ea.«ily, [goe, 
And, leaning on his elbowe, tlicsc few wonts 
lett lly. 

XVI 

* What boots it plaine that cannot he redrest, 
And sow vainc sorrqjjr in a fruitlessc earc, 

Sith }?owre of hand, nor skill of learned brest, 
Ne worldly price, cannot redceine mv dcarc 
Out of her thraldome and continuall feare : 

Foi* he, the tyrant, which her hath in ward 
By strong cnchauntmcnts and blacke Magiekt' 
Icarc, 

Hath in a dungeon deepe her close embard, 
And many dreailfull feends hath pointed to her 
gard. 

XVII 

‘There he tormenteth her most terribly 
And day and night afflicts with mortall paine. 
Because to yield him love she doth deny. 
Once to me yold, not to be yqjde againc : 

But yet by torture he would nor constraiiie 
Love to conceive in her disdainfull brest; 

Till so she doc, she must in doole remaine, 

Ne may by living meanes be thence relest : 
What boots it then to plaine that cannot lie 
redJbst?’ 

XVIII 

With this sad hcrsall of his heavy stresse 
The warlike Damzell was empassiond sore. 
And sayd ; * Sir knight, your cause is nothing 
Then is ^our sorrow certes, if not more; [lesse 
For nothing so much pitty doth implore 
As gentle Ladyes helplcsse misery' : 

But yet, if please ye listen to my lore, 

I will, with proofe of last extremity. 

Deliver her fro thence, or with her'for you dy 
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jXe yet by any meanes remov’d away ; ^ 


‘Ah! gentlest knight alive,’ (sayd Scudamore) 

‘ What huge hcroicke magnanimity 
Dwells in thy bounteous brest ! what couldst 
thou more, 

If shoo wore thine, aii<l thou as now am I V 
() ! spare thy happy daios, and them apply 
To better b»M)i ; but lot me die that ought : 
More IS more losse; one is enough to tly.’ 

‘Life is not lost,’ (said she) ‘for which is 
bought [he sought.* 

Endlesse ^nowm, that, more then death, is to 


'Phus shoe at length persuaded him to rise. 
And wnth her Avend to see Avliat. new succcssc 
Mote him Itf^all upon noAV enterprise. * 

Ills ariues, which he had vowed to disprofesse, 
Slic gathered up and did about him dresse, 
And his forwandreil steed unto him gott : 

So forth they forth yfere make their progresse. 
And march not past the mountenanucc of a 
shott, [did plott. 

Till they arriv’d whereas their puriiose they 


'I’here they dismounting drcM' their wca[M)ns 
And stoutly came unto the Castle gate, [ hold, 
Whereas no gate they found them to withhold. 
Nor ward to waite at momc and evening late; 
Rut in the Porch, that did them sore amate, 

A flaming Arc, ymixt with smouldry' smoke 
And stinking sulphure, that wdth gncsl}’ hate 
And dreadfull horror did all cntrauiiec choke, 
Enforced them their forward footing to revoke, 


So mighty be* th’ cnchauntments which the 
same do stay. 

xxir 

‘ What is there ells but cense these fruitlessc 

, ... 

And leave me to my former languishing i* 
Kairc Amorett must dwell in w'leked chainos, 
And Scudamore here die with sorniwing.’ 

Perdy not so,’ (saide shec) ‘lor shameful 
Yt were t’ abandon noblo chevisauncu [thing 
For shewe of iierill, without venturing : 

Rather let try extremities of chaunce, 
Thenenterprised praise for dread to disavauncc.’ 


Therewith, resolv’d to prove her utmost might, 
Her ample shield she threw before her face, 
And her swonls \x)int directing fonvard right 
Assay Id the flame; the Avhich eilesiMines gave 
place, 

And did it selfe divide with equall space, 

That thfough she passed, as a thonder bolt 
Pcrccth the Adclding ayre, and doth displace 
The soring clouds into sad shoAvres ymolt ; 

8o to her yold the flames, and did their force 
revolt. 

XXVI 

Whom Avlieiias Scudamour saw past, the fire 
Safe and iintoiieht, lie likcAvise gan assay 
With greedy Avill and envious desire, [avua' : 
And bad the stubborne flames to yield him 
Rut cruell Mulciber would not obay" 

His threatfull pride, but did the more augment 
Ills mighty rage, and Avilh imperious sway 
Him forst, (inaulgre) his fercenes to relent. 
And backe retire, all scorcht and pitt.ifully 
• bren:. 


(ireatly thereat Aias Rritomart di.sinayd, 

Nc in that scow'iitl wist hoAv her Mdfe to bcarc ; 

For daiinger ^ine it were to haA’e a.ssayd xxvii 

That cniell element, which all things fearc, ] With huge impatience he inlv sAvelt, 

Nc none can sillier to approchcii neare: ' 

And, turning backe to Scudamour, thus sayd: 

‘ What monstrous enmity provoke we heare? 

Foolhardy as th’ Karthes children, the which 
m«le * 


Batteill against the Gods, so we a God invade. 


‘ Daungcr without discretion to attempt 
Inglorious, beastlike is : tlierefore. Sir knight, 
Aread what course of you is safest dempt. 

And how he with our foe may come to fight.’ 

‘ 'Phis is ’ (quoth he) ‘ the dolorous despight. 
Which earst to a ou I playnd : for neither may 
This fire be quencht by aiiy Avitt or might, * j 


More for great sorrow that he could not pas 
Them for the burning torment which he felt; 
lhat with fell Avoodnes he effieived w'as, 

And Avilfully him throwing on the gras 
Did beat and bounse his head and brest ful 
sore : 

The whilc.s the Champione.ssc now entred has 
^e utmost rowTne, and pasttlie foremost dore ; 
The utmost row'me abounding with all precious 
store : 

.XXVIH 

For round about the walls yclothed were 
With goodly arras of great majesty. 

Woven with gold and silke, so close and nerc 
Ihut the rich inetall lurked privily, 
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At) faming to be hidd from envious eye ; 

Yet here, aud there, and every where, uiiwarcs 
It shewd it selfe and shone unwillingly : 

Like a discolourd Snake, whose hidden snares 
Through the gieene grus his lung bright bur- 
nislit h^k declares. 

XXIX 

And in tliose Tapets wercn fasliioncd 
Many faire iHiurtraiuts, and many a faire feate ; 
And all of love, and al of lusty-hed. 

As seemed by their semblaunt, did entreat : 
And eke all Cupids wanes tlu;}' did reiieate, 
And eruell battaiha, whit^li he wliiloine fought 
Cuiiist all the Cods to make bis empire great ; 
ilesides the huge nnissaeres, whieli he wrought 
On mighty kings and kesats into fliralduiue' 
broughu 

XXX 

Therein was writt how often thondring Jove 
Had felt the point of his liart-pereing dart. 
And, leaving heavens kiiigdume, here did rtive 
111 straunge disguize, to slake his scalding 
smart ; * 

Now, like a Kam, faire Hellc to pen'art. 

Now, like a IkiU, Europa to withdraw : 

Ah ! liow the fearefull Ladies tender liart 
Did lively sceme to tremble, when she saw 
The huge seas under her t’ obay her servaunts 
law. 

XXXI 

Soone afl«r that, into a golden shown* 

Him selfe he chaung’d, lairc Danau to vew ; 
And through the roofe of her strong brasen 
Did raine into lier lap an bony dew ; [ towre 

Tlie whiles her foolish garde, that litle knew 
Of sudi deceipt, kept th' yruii dure fast bard, 
And waleht that none should enter nor issew : 
V aine was the watch, and bootles>e all the lyird, 
Whenas the God to golden hew him selfe 
traiisfard. * * 

XXXII 

Then was he timid into a snowy Swaq, 

To win faire Leda to his lovely trade : 

O wondrous skill ! and sweet 'wit of the man, 
'J'liat her in duffadillies sleeping made 
Frornscorchingheatherdaintielimbestoshade; 
Whiles the proud Bird, rulHng his fethers iv^’de 
And brushing his faire biiist, tlid her invade : 
She slept ; yet twixt her eielids closely spyde 
How towards her he rusht, and smiled at his 
prj-de. 

XXXIll 

Th^ shewd it how the Tliebane Semclce, 
Dcceivd of gealous Juno, did require 
To see him in his soverayne majestce 
Annd with histhundcrboltH atid lightning lirci 


Whens dearely she with death bought her 
desire. 

But faire Alemena lietter match did make. 
Joying his love in likenes mure entire : 

Throe nights in one, they sa\ , that for her sake 
He then did put, her pleasures Icngur to par- 
take. 

XXMV 

1 wise Avas he seene in soaring Eagles sliajK*. 
And Avith Avide Avinges to beat the buxoiue 
ayre : 

Once, wiien he Avith Asterie did srtlpe; 
|Agatnc, Avhen as the 'JVoiane boy so fayre 
I lie snaUdit from Ida liill, and Avith him liare: 

I Wondrous delight it was there to behould 
I How the rude Shc])hoards afler him did stare, 
Tremhling through lean* least dCW’ii he lallen 
! should, 

And often to him calling to take surer hould. 


XXXV 

Tn Satyres shape Antiopa he snatcht; 

And like a tire, w'hen he Aegin’ assayd : 

A shepeheard, Avheii Mnemosyne he catcht ; 
And like a Ser))ent to the Thracian inayd. 
j Whyleft thus on eartu great Jove these iiage- 
I aunts playd. 

The winged bov did thrust into his throne. 
And scolKng tlius unto his niothcr sayd : 

‘ Lo ! now the hevens obey to me alone. 

And take me for their Jove, whiles Jov'e to 
earth is gone.' 

XXXA’l 

And thou, faire riioebus, in thy colours bright 
Wast there enwoven, and the sad dislvesse 
In AA'hicli that boy thee plunged, for despiglit 
Tliat thou bewray’dsthis mulhers w'antunnesse. 
Wlieii she with jJlars wasineyntin joyfiilnessc: 
Forthy he thrild thee Avith u Iqaden dart 
To We faire Dapline, which thee loved lesse ; 
Lesse she thee loA-Mthen was thy just desarl, 
Y"et Avas thy love her death, and her death Avas 
thy smart. 

• XW'VII 

SSo loA'edst thou the lusty ITyacinct ; 

So lovedst thou the faire Corunis deare ; 

Yet lH)th are of thy haplesse hand extinct, 

Yet both in fluAvfes duo live, and love thee 
bcore, 

ITie one a Paunce, the other a sw'eet-breare : 
For griefe whereof, ye mote hav'e livelv seene 
The God himselfe riding his golden lieare. 
And breaking quite his garlond ever grecnc. 
With other signes of soriMw aiuf impati<>i\t 
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\X\\III 

lioth for those two, and fur his owiicdeare 
Honne, 

The sonne of Clinione, ho did repcnl. ; 

Who, bold to guide the charet of I he Sunne, 
liiinsclfc in thousand i)ec‘oe8 fondly roid. 

And all Ihe world with flashing lire brent. ; 

So like, that all the wallos did kcpiuc to flame : 
Yet cruell Cupi*!, not herewith content, 

Forst him eltsnoncs to folhtw other game. 

And love a Sheidiurds daughter for his dearest 
Dauif. 

XXXIX 

He loved Tsse for his dearest Dame, 

And for her sake her cattell fedd awliilc. 

And for her sake a eowiicard vile became 
'I'he servant <5? Adrnctus, cowhoard vile, * 
AVhilos th.it from heaven he sulTered exile. 
Long were to tell each other lovely litt; 

Now, like a Lyon hunting after spoilc ; 

Now, like a stag ; now, like a faulcon flit : 

All which iu that fairc arras wn.s most lively 
writ. 

XL 

Next unto him was Neptune pictured, 

In his divine resemblanuf^ wondrous lyly: 

Ills face was rugged, and his hoaric heif 
Dropped with brackisli deaw : his threef<»rkt 
Pyke [.Htr\ke 

He stearnly shooke, and therewith fierce did 
The raging billowes, that on every syde 
They trembling stood, and made a long broad 
dyke. 

That his swift charet might have passage w'yde 
Which foure great liipjmdames did draw iu 
teincivise tyde. 

XLI 

His seahorses did s<>eme to snort amayne. 
And from their nosethrillcs blow the’brynie 
streamc, 

That made tlie^sparckling waves to smoke 
agayne, [creame 

And flame with gold; but the wiiite fomy 
Did shine with silver, and shoot forth hisbeame. 
The God himselfe did pensive sceme and sad. 
And hong adowiie his head ax he dkl dreame; 
For privy love his brest empierecd had. 

Nc ought but deare lfi.sa1tis ay could make 
him glad. 

' XLII 

He loved eke Tphimedia deare, 

And Aeolus faire daughter, Arne hight, 

For whom he turnd him selfc into a Steare, 
And fedd on fodder to beguile her sight. 

Also to win Deucalions daughter bright. 

He tumd him selfe into a Dolphin fayre; 

And like a winged horse he tooke his flight 


To snaky-locke JMcdusa to repayre, 

On whom he got faire Pegasu.s that flitteth , 
in the a\ le. 

.M.lll 

Next Satiime avss, (but who w'ould ever weene 
That sullein Siiturnc ever wcond to love f 
Yet love is sidlem, and SatiirnUke scone, t 
As he did for iM-igone it jirovi-) 

'I’hat to a Centaure did him selfe transniove. 

So proov’d It eke that gratious God of wine. 
When for to compasse Pliilliras hard love, 

He turml hnnselfe into a fruitfull vine. 

And into her ftiirc bosoine made his grapes 
decline. 

XLIV 

Long AV(®e to tell the amorous nssayes, 

And genlle pangues, with which he niaked 
niccko 

The mightie Mars, to Icarne his wanton playes; 
IIow oft for Venus, and how often eek 
For many other Nympdics, he sore did shreek, 
With womanish teares, and with unwarlike 
Privily mpystciiiug his horrid cheeke: [smarts, 
There was he painted full of burning dartes, 
And many wide w'oimdes launched through 
his "inner parU‘s. 


xi.v 

Ne did he spare (so erucll was the Fife) 

His owne deare mother, (ah ! w by should he 
soV) 

Ne did he spare sometime to pricke himselfe, 
That lie might taste the sw'ect consuming woe, 
Which he had wrought to many others moe. 
Hut, to declare the mournfiill 'IVagedycs 
And spoiles wherewith he all the ground did 
Btrow, 

More with to number with how many eyes 
Higl^hevon bcnoldes sad lovers nightly thee- 
veryes. 

• ^ XL VI 

Kings, Queeues, Lords, Ladies, knights, and 
Painscls ^nt. 

Were heap'd together with the vulgar sort, 
And mingled with the raskall rablemcnt, 
Williout respect of person or of port, 

To shew Dan Cupids powre and great effort • 
Ami round about a bonier was eiitrayld 
Of broken bow'cs and nrrowes shivered short ; 
And_ a long bloody river through them rayld, 
So lively and so like that living sence it fayld. 

XLVII 

And at the ujipcr end of that faire niwme 
There was an Altar built of pretious stone 
Of pa-ssing valew and of great renowme, 

Oil which there stood an Image all al on e 
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or massy ^uld, wliicli with his uwnc li^rht 
stione; 

And wingcs it had with sondry colours dight, 
More soiidrj*^ colours then the proud Pavoiie 
lleaies in his boasted fan, or Iris bright, 

When her discolourd bow she spreds tlirough 
hevens hight. 

XLVIII 

Ulyndfold he was ; and in his cruell fist 
A inortall bow and aiTOWOS kecnc did liold, 
With wliich he shot at randoti, when hitii list, 
Some headed w'ith sad lead, some witli pure 
gohl; 

(All man ! licware how thou those dartes be- 
A wounded Dragon under him did ly, 

VVliose. hideous taylc his lefte foot did Tnfold, 
And Avith a shaft was shot through either eye, 
That no man forth might draw, ne 110 man re- 
medye. 

XLI.X 

And underneath his feet was Avritten thus, 
Unto the Victor of the Gods this hee : 

And all the people in that ample hous * 

Did to that image bowe their humble knee, 
And oft committed fowle Idolatree. 

That AA’ondrous sight faire Britomart aniazd. 
Ne seeing could her wonder salistie, 

But ev^or more and more u])on it gazd, 

The whiles the jiassing brightnes her fraile 
sences dazd. | 

L 

Tho, as slie backward oast, her liusie eye 
I’o search each secrete of that, goodly st ed. 
Over the dore thus AATitten she did spye, j 
Bcc b(Ad’. she oft and oft it o\'er-red, , 

Yet could not find Avhat sence it figured : 

But what so Avere therein or Avrit or nient, 

She Avas no.Avhit thereby discouraged , 

Fntm prosecut.ing of her first intent, 

But forward Avith bold steps into the next 


Such as false love doth oft upon Inm Avcarc. 
For love in thousand monstrous formes dot 11 
oft appeare. 

i.n 

And all about the glistring Avalles were hong 
With Avarlike spoiles and with victorious praA es 
Of mightic Con^uerours and (Japtaines strong. 
Which Avere whilomc capti\'ed in f.heir dayes 
To cruell love, and wrought their oAvne decayes. 
Their swenis and spercs AA'ere broke, and liaii- 
benjues rent, ^ 

And their proud girlonds of tryumphant bayes 
Tmden in dust with fu^' insolent, [teul. 
To shew the victors might and mercilcsse in- 

• LIII 

The Avarlike Mayd, beholding earnestly 
The goodly onlinaiincc of this rich IMace, 

Did greatly wonder ; ne eould satisfy 
Her greedy eyes with gazing a long apace ; 
But more she merv^aild that no footings trace 
Nor Avight appeard, but wastefull emptinesse 
And solcinne silence over all that place : 
Strauuge thing it seem'd, that none was to 
jiossesse ^ ffulnesse. 

So rich pftrveyaunce, no them keepc with care- 

LIV 

And, as she lookt about, ^he did behold 
IIoAV ovei that same dorc was likewise Avrit, 

Be bulde, be bolde, and eATry where, Be bold ; 
Tliat much she muz’d, yet could not (‘onstrue it 
By any ridling skill, or commune Avit. 

At Iasi she spyde at that rowmes upper end 
Another yron dore, on Avhich Avas writ, 

Be not too Itold ; whereto thougli she did bend 
Her earnest minde, yet Avist not what it might 
intend. 

i.v ^ 


roome went. j Thus she there Avayted untill CA'entyde, 

j Yet Imng creature none she saw appeare. 

Much fayrer then the former was that roome, I And now sad shadowes gan the Avorld to hyde 
And richher by many partes arayd ; | From mortall vew, and Avrap in darkcncs dreare ; 

For not with arra.s made in iiainefull loome, j Vet nould slu»d’ott‘ her weary armes, for feare 
Bill with pure gold it all aa'us oA'erlayd, , Of secret daiinger, ne let sleepe oppresse 

Wrought with Avilde Antickes, which their 'Her heavy eyes Avith natures burdein deare, 
follies playd ! But dreAv her selfc aside in siekemesse. 

In the rich metall as they living Avere. [made. 'And her Avel-pointed W'epons did about her 
A thousand monstrous formes therein Averej dresse. 
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CANTO XII. 

The mnske of Ciipni. nnil tb' «uchnnt> 

«1 (J)iainher are Ulaplayd ; 

Wheiiee Hritomart redecines fain* A- 
moret through chanucs d(‘eayi] 


'J’ho, wheiioH elicarelcsHC Night ycovered liad 
Fayre lieuv^i with an iiiiiversall clowd^ 

'J'liat j'very wight dismayd with darkenos siul 
111 sil(>iu:e‘and in slceiK- diemselves did shrowd, 
She lit-ard a Hhiilling Trompet sound nlowd, 
Signe of nigh battuill, or got victory : 

Nought therewith daunted was her courage 
Ihit ratlicr atinl to cniell enmily, fpniwtl. 
Expecting ever when some toe she might des- 
cry. 

II 

With that an hidcous^-torine of wiiuV* arose. 
With dreadfull thunder and lightning utwixt. 
And an earthquake, as if it streight would lose 
The worlds foundations fnun his centre tixt : 

A ditefull stench of smoke and sulphure mixt 
hlnscwd, whose uoyaunce lild tlie fcarcfull sted 
From the fourth howre of night untill the sixt; 
Yet the bold Britoneaso was nought ydred. 
Though much einmov’d, but stedfast still per- 
severed. 

III 

All suddeinly a stormy whirlwind blew 
I’hronghoutthc house, that clapped every done, 
Witli which rhat ^TOIl wicket open Hcw', 

As it with mighty levers had bene tore ; , 

And forth yssewil, as on the readie dore 
Of some Theatre, a grave fiersonage 
That in his band a braiinoh of laurell Imre. 
With comely haveour and count’nanec sage. 
Yclad ill costly garments tit fur tragicke Stage. 


The noble Mayd still standing all this vewd, 
And merveilil at his straunge intendimenl. 
With that a joyous fellowship isscwd 
Of Minstrules making goodly iiierinieiit, 
With wanton Bardes, and Kyiners impudent , 
All which tog(‘ther song full chearefully 
A lay of loves delight with sweet concent: 
Afler whom raarcht a jolly company, 

In miunjier of a niaske, enraiiged onlerly. 


Proceeding to the midst he stil did stand, 
As if in minde he somewhat had to say ; 
And to the vulgare beckning wiUi his hand, 
in signe of silence, as to heore a play, 

By lively actions he gan bewray 
Home argument of matter passioned : 

Which doen, he backe retj^d soft aivay, 

. And, passing by. his name discovered. 

on his robe in golden letters cy^ihered. 


I The whiles a most dclitious harmony [sound, 
In full straunge notes w'as sweetly heard to 

* 'Phat the rare sweetnesse of the melixly 
The feeble senees wholy did confound, 

' And the frayle soule in deepe delight nigh 
I drownd : 

* And, when it ceast, shrill trompets lowd did 
'Phat their report did far away rebound ; [bray, 
And, when they ceast, it gan againe to play,' 
'riie whiles the maskers marched fortli in trim 

aray. 

I'll 

The first was Fansv. like a lovely Boy 
^•Of rare aspect, and beaiitie withoiit pearc, 
JAlatchable ether to that ympe of 'froy, 

' Whom Jove did love and chose hiscup tobeare ; 
Or that same daintie lad, which was so deare 
, To gH'iit Alcides, that, when as he dvde, 

. He wailed womanlike with inanv a teare, 

I And every wood and every valley wyde 
• He filld with Ilylas name; the Nymphes eke 
i Hvlascrvde. 

1 

1 VII 1 

j His garment nether w'as of silke nor say. 

I But paynted yiltimes in goodly order (light, 
jl^^ike as the sunburnt Indians do aray 
jl’heir tawiiey bodies in their proudes't plight : 

I As those same plumes so seemd he vaine and 
T^at by his gate might easily apyienre:[ light, 
ior still he fa^’d afi daunciu^ lu 
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And in his hand a windy fan did bcare, 

That in the ydle ayre he nfov’d still here and 
thcare. 

IX 

And him beside marcht anxorons Desyre, 

Who scemd of ryper yearcs then th’ other 
Swaync, 

Vet was that other swayiie this elders syre, 
And gave him being, commune to them twaync : 
His garment was disguysed very vaync, 

And his embrodered Bonet sat awry : [stray nc, 
Twixt both his hands few sparks lie close did 
Which still he blew and kindled busily. 

That soonc they life conceiv'd, and forth in 
dames did dy, 

X • 

Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad 
In a discolour’d cote of straunge disguyse, 

That at his backo a brode Capuccio had, 

And sleeves depeiidaunt Albanese-wyse : 

He lookt askew with his mistrustfull eyes, 

And nycely trodc, as thomes lay in his* way, 
Or that the dorc to shrinke he diihavysc ; 

And on a broken reed he still did stay 
His feeble steps, which shninck when hard 
thereon he lay. 

XI 

With him went Daungcr, cloth’d in ragged 
weed [ made ; 

Made of Beares skin, that him more drcadlull 
Yet his owne face was dreadfull, no did need 
Straunge horrour to deforme his griesly shade : 
A net in th’ one hand, and a rusty blade 
In th’ other was ; this Misohiefe, that Mishap: 
With th’ one his foes he tlm'atned to invade. 
With th’ other he his friends ment to enwrap ; 
For whom he could not kill he praclizd to en- 
trap. , 

XII . , 

Next him was Feare, all arm’d from top to toe. 
Vet thought himselfe not safe enough thereby. 
But feard each shadow moving too oiPfroe ; * 
And. his owne armes when glittering he did spy 
Dr clashing heard, he fast away did flv, 

As ashes pale of hew, and winged heefd, 

And evermore on Daungcr fixt his eye, 

Gainst wliom he alwayes bent a bras'en shield, 
Which his right hand unarmed fearcfully did 
wield. 

XIII 

With him went Hope in rancke, a handsome 
Mavd, 

Of chearefull looke and lovely to behold ; 

In silken samite she was light arayd. 

And her fayre lockes ware woven up in gold ; 


She alway smyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy-water-sprinckle, dipt in dcowe. 

With which she sprincklcd favours manifold 
On whom she list, and did great liking shcowc, 
Great liking unto many, but true love to fcowe. 

XIV 

And after them Disscmblauncc and Suspect 
Marcht in one rancke, yet an uncquall paire ; 
Fur she was gentle and of milde aspect, 
Courteous to all and scorning debonairc, 
Goodly adorned and cxcccding^ire : 

Yet was that all but paynted and pourloynd. 
And her bright browes were deckt with bor- 
rowed haire ; [ coynd, 

Her deeds were forged, and her words false 
And alwaies in her hand twu^clewcs of silke 
she twynd. 

XV 

But he was fowle, ill favoured, and grim. 
Under his ciebrowes looking still askaunce ; 
And ever, as Disscmblaunce laught on him, 

He lowrd on her with daungcrous oyeglaunce. 
Shewing his nature in his oountenaiiuce ; 

His rolling eics did never rest in [dace, 
But^walktc each i^cre for feare of hid mis- 
chaunce, 

Holding a lattis still before his face, 

Tlirough which he stil did peep as forward he 
did pace. 

xvi 

Next him went Gricfe and Fury, matehtyfere; 
Gricfe all in sable sorrowfully clad, 

Downe hanging his dull head with heavy chere, 
Yet inly being more then seeming sad : 

A paire of Pincers in his hand he had. 

With which he pinched (leoplc to the hart. 
That from thenceforth a wretched life they 
ladd, 

In wilfull languor and consigning smart, 
Dying each day with inward wounds of dolours 
dart. 

XVII 

But Fur}' was full ill appareiled 
In rags, ^at naked nigh she did appcarc, 
With ghastly looks and dreadfull drerihed ; 
And from her backe her garments she did teare, 
And from her head ofte rente her snarled heare : 
111 her right hand a firebrand shec did tosse 
About her head, still roniiug here and there ; 
As a disinuyed Dearc in chace erabost, 
Forgetfull of his safety, hath his right way 
lost. 

XVIII 

After them went Displeasure and Pleasaunoe, 
He looking lompish and full snllein sad, 
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And hanging downe hia heavy oountenaunc'c ; 
She chcarrull, fresh, and full of joyaunce glad, 
As if no sorrow she ne felt ne drad ; 

That evill matched pairo they scemd to bee : 
An angry Waspe th* one in a viull had, 

Til’ other in hers an hony-lad(‘n lice. 

Thus marched these six couples forth in falrc 
degree. 

XIX 

After all these there niarcht a most faire Dame, 
Led of two grysie Villeins, th’ <rtic Deapight, 
The other clepod Cnicltj’ by name : 

She, dolefull Ijady, like a dreary Spright 
Cald by strong charmca out of ctcrnall night, 
Had Deathes owne ymage figiird in her face. 
Full of sad signes, fearfull to living sight; 

Yet in that hor|;or shewd a sccmcly grace, « 
And with her feeble fecte did move a comely 
pace. 

XX 

Her hrest all naked, as nettyvory 
Without ndorne of gold or silver bright. 
Wherewith the Craft esman wonts it bcautir}', 
Of her dew honour was dcspoyled ((uight ; 
And a wide wound therein ((j ruefull sight !) 
Entrenched deep with knyfo accursed keeiie, 
Yet freshly bleeding forth'flbr fainting spright, 
rrhe worke of cniell hand) was to be scene. 
That dyde in sanguine rcil her skin all snowy 
cleenc. 

XXI 

At that wide orifice her tremhling hart 
Was drawne forth, and in .silver basin layd. 
Quite through transfixed uith a deadly dart, 
And in her blood yet stccniing frc.sh cinbnyil : 
And those two villeins, which her steps iipstayd. 
When her weake feetc could scarcely her 
sustaine, 

And failing vitall powres gan to fade. 

Her forwanl still with torture did coitstraine, 
And evermore enA'cased hercun.simiing paiiie. 

XXII 

Next after her, the winged God him selfe 
Came riding on a Lion ravenous. 

Taught to obay the menage of that Fife 
That man and beast with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to his kingdomc tyrannous. 

His blindfold eies he bad awhile unbindc. 
That his proud spoile of that same dolorous 
Faire Uame he might bciiold in perfect kindc ; 
Which seeiiL, he much rcjoyccd in his cruell 
minde. 

XXIII 

Of which fill pro,vd, him selfe up rearing hye 
He looked round about with stemo disdayne. 


And did survay hia goodly company ; 

And, marshalling the evill-ordercd trayne. 
With that the darts which his right hand did 
straine 

Full dreadfully he shookc, that all did quake. 
And clapt on hye Jiis coiilourd wiiigcs twaine. 
That all his many it alfraide did make ; 

Tho, blinding him againe, hi.s way he forth 
did take. 

x\iv 

i Bchitulc him wa.*! lloproch, Kepentauiice, 
Shame; [lK*hindc: 

Re\»roch the first, Shame next, Repent 
Rcpontaunce feeble, aorrowfull, and lame ; 
Rcproch dcspightfull, carelesse, and iinkiude; 
Shame most ill-favoiird, bestiall, and hlinde : 
Shame lowr^,, Repentaiince sighd, Heproch did 
.scoiild ; [entwinde, 

Reproch sharpe sting.s, Repentauiice w'hips 
Shame burning hrond-yrons in her baud did 
hold : ' [mould. 

.Ml three to each unlike, yet all made in one 

, XXV 

And after them a rude confused rout 
Of persons flockt, whose namc.s is hard to read ; 
Emongst them was sterne Strife, and Anger 
stout ; 

Unipiiet Cure, and fond Unthriftyhead ; 

IjCwiI Losse of Time, and Sorrow seeming dead; 
Inconstant Chaunge, and false Disloyally ; 
Consuming Riolisc, and guilty Dread 
Of heavenly vengeaunce ; faint Infirmity ; 
Vile Poverty ; and, lastly, Death with iiifamy. 

XXVI 

There were iiill many moe like maladies, 
Whose names and natures I note rcaden well ; 
So muny mo^. as there be phantasies 
In watering wemens witt, that none can tell, 
Ot^pqjnes in love, or piiiiishmeiits in hell : 

All which disguized marcht in masking wise 
About the chamber by the Damozell ; 

And tlien returned, having marched thrise, 
Into the inner rowmc from whence they first 
did rise. 

XXVII 

So Booiie as they were in, the dorc streightway 
Fast locked, driven with that stormy blast 
Which first it opened, and bore all away. 
Th^i the brave Maid, which al this while was 
plast 

In secret shade, and saw both first and last» 
issewed forth, and went unto the dure 
To enter in, but fownd it locked fast : 

It value she thought with rigorous uproro 
For to effoice, when charmes luid closed it afore, 
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XXVIII 

Where force might not dvaile, there sleights 
and art 

She cast to use, both fitt for hard cmprize : 
Forthy from that same rowme not to depart 
IHll morrow next sliec didr her sclfe avizc, 
When that same Maske againe should forth 
arize. 

The morrowc next appeard with joyous chcarc, 
Calling men to their daily exercize: 

Then she, as morrow fresh, her selfc did roarc 
Out of her secret stand that dayfoc to outweare. 

XXIX 

All that day she outwore in wandering 
And gazing on that Chambers ornament, 

Till that againe the second evening 
Her covered with her sable vestiment, [blent : 
Wherewith the worlds fairc beautic she hath 
Then, when the second watch was almost past, 
That braseu dore flew open, and in went 
Bold Britomart, as she nod late forecast, 
Nether of ydlc show'cs, nor of false charmes 
aghast. • 

XXX 


XXXIII 

From her, to whom his fury first he ment. 
The wicked weapon rashly he did wrest, 

And, turning to licrselfc, his fell intent, 
Uiiwares it strooke into her snowie chest. 
That litle drops empurpled licr fairc brest. 
Exceeding wroth therewith the virgin grow, 
Albe the wound were nothing deepe imprest. 
And fiercely forth her raortall blade she drew, 
To give him the reword for such vile outrage 
dew. 


XXXIV • 

So mlgiitily she smote him, that to ground 
Ho fell hulfe dead : next stroke him should 
have slaine, 

Had not the Lady, which byjiim stood bound, 
iteruly unto her called to abstuine 
From "doing him to dy . For else her paine 
Should be remedilesse ; sith none but lice 
Wliich wrought it could the same reciire againe. 
Therewith she stayd her hand, loth stuyd to 
bee ; { see : 

For life she him envyde, and long'd revenge to 


So soone as she was entred, rownd about 
Shee cast her eies to see what was become 
Of all those persons which she saw without : 
Butlo I they streight were vaiiisht all and some ; 
Ne living wight she saw in all that roome, 
Save that same woefull Lady, both whose hands 
Were buunden fast, that did her ill become, 


XXXV 

Alid to him sauf: ‘ Thou wicked man, whose 
For so huge mischicfe and vile villany [meed 
Is death, or if tliat ought doe death exceed ; 
Be sure that nougtit may save thee from to dy 
But if tliat thou this Dame do presently 
Restore unto her health and fonner state : 


And her small waste girt rownd withy roll hands j This doe, and live, els dye undoubtedly. 

Upon a brasen piUour, by the wliicli she stands. ■ He, glad of life, that lookt for death but late. 

I Did yield him selfe right willing to prolong 
his date: 


And her before the vile Encliaiintcr sate, 
Figuring straunge characters of liis art : 

With living blood he those characters wrate, 
Dreadfully dropping from her dying Iftirt, 
Seeming transfixed with a cruelLdart;* • 
And all perforce to make her him to love. 

Ah ! who can love the worker of her snrart? 
A thousand charmes he formerly ditf prove. 
Yet thousand charmes could not her stedfost 
hart remove. 

XXXII 

Soone as that viigin knight he saw in place, 
His nicked hookes in hast he overthrew, 

Not caring his long labours to deface ; 

And, fiercely running to that Lady trew, 

A murdrous knife out of his pocket drew, 

The which he thought, for villeinoiis despight, 
In her tormented bodie to embrew : 

But the stout Damzell, to him leaping light, 
His cursed hand withheld, and maistered his 
might. 


XXXVI 

And, rising up, gaii streight to over-looko 
Those cursed leaves, his charmes back to 
reverse. ^ 

Full dreadfiill thinges out of that balefull booke 
lie red, and measur’d maii^ a sad verse, 

That horrour gan the virgins hart to [lersc, 
And her faire locks up stared stift'e on end. 
Hearing him those same bloody Ijmes relierse; 
And, alt the while he red, she did extend 
Her sword high over him, if ought he did 
offend. 


I XXXV II 

I Anon she gan perceive the house to quake. 
And all the dores to rattle round about : 

I Yet all that did not her dismaied make, [dout : 
Nor slack her threatfhll hand for daungeis 
But still with stedfast eye and courage stout 
Abode, to weet what end would come of all. 

At last that mightie chains, which round atout 
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Her tender waste was wound, adowne gan fall, 
And tliat great brasen pillour broke in pccccs 
small. 

XXXVIII 

The cniell stcclc, which thrild her dying hart. 
Fell softly forth, as of his owne accord, 

And the wyde wound, which lately did dispart 
Her bleeding brest, and riven bowels gor’d. 
Was closed up, as it had not beone bor’d; 

And every part to safety full sownd, 

As she were never hurt, was sootic restord. 
Tho, wlien slie felt her "jclfe to be unbownd 
And perfect hole, prostrate she fell unto the 
grownd. 

XXXIX 

Ilefore faire Hritomart she fell prostrate, 
Saying ; ‘ Ah iiofTle knight ! what worthy meAle 
Call wretched Lady, quitt from woftill slate. 
Yield you in lieu of this 3’our gracious dee<l V 
Your vertue selfc her owne reward shall breed, ■ 
ICven immortal prayse and glory vr^'de, | 
Which 1 3'our vassal, by your prowesse freed. 
Shall through the world make to be notifyde, 
And goodty well advauuce that goodly well 
was tn’de.’ 

XT. % , 

But Britomart, uprearing her from grownd, 
Said: ‘Gentle Dame, reward enough 1 weenc. 
For many labours more then 1 have found, 
This, tliat in safetie now I have you scene, 
And meane of your deliverance have beene. 
Henceforth, faire Ladj^ comfort to 3^011 take, 
And put awaj’- remembrance oflatc'teene ; 
lusted thereof, know that your loving Make 
Hath no lessc griefe enduW for your gentle 
sake.’ 


XLTI 

Returning back, tliosc goodly rimTuos, which 
She saw so rich and roj'ally arayd, [erst 
Now vanisht utterly and cleane subverst 
She found, and all their glorj' quite decayd ; 
That sight of such icchaunge her much dismayd 
Thenee forth descending to that perlous |)0^ch 
Those dreadfull dames she also found dclayd 
And quenched quite like a consumed torch. 
That erst all entrers wont so cruell}' to scorch. 


\MIT 

More easie issew now i.hcn entrance late 
She found ; fur now that fained dreadfull dame, 
Which chukt the porch of that enchauuted gate 
And passag^ibard to all that thither came, 
Was vanisht quite, as it were not the same. 
And gave her leave at pleasure forth to passe. 
Th’ Fucliaunter sclfe, which all that fraud did 
frame 

To have eflbrst the love of that faire lasse, 
Seeing his workc now wasted, deepe engrieved 
was. f 


XLIV 

But when the Victoresse arrived there 
Where late she left, the pensife Scudamore 
With her own trusty Squire, both full of feare, 
Nei tiler of them she found uihcrc she them lore: 
Thereat her noble hart was stonisht sore . 

But most faire Amoret, whose gentle spright 
Now gan to feede on hope, which she before 
Conceived had, to sec her own deare knight. 
Being thereof beguyld, was did with new af- 
fright. 


xi.v 


XI.l 

She much was cheanl to heare him mentiond. 
Whom of all living wightos ijhe loved best, j 
Then laid the nobtoChampionesse strong bond 
Upon til’ cnuliauntcr ^\hich had her distrest 
So son', and with foule outrages opprest. j 
With that great chnine, Avherewitli not long 
3'goe [relest. 

He bound that pitteous Lady prisimer, now 
Himselfc she bound, more worthy to be so, . 
And captive with her led to wretchednesse 
and wo. I 


I But he, .sad man, when he had long in drede 
Away tod tlK*.»^e tor Britomarts rotiirnc, 
i Yet saw her not, nor signe of her good speed, 

I His expectation to despaire did turne, 

I Misdeeming sure that her those flames did 
hurne ; 

And therefore gan advi/.e with her old Squire, 
Who her deare nourslings losse no Icsse did 
mourne, 

Tlience to depart for further aide t ’enquire: 
Where let them wend at will, whitest hero I 
doe respire. 
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COMTAINTNO THU LEGEND OF CAMBEL AND TlUAMONM), UU OF KUIENDSUIP. 


1 • jli love were either ended orJ)cgunne : 

The rusffod forhead, that with grave forcfliKht .jy»tnK«se the father of Philosophie, 

Welds kingdoiiu ‘3 causes and aSaires of state,' Cntias, shaded oft from simiie, 
My ItKJser rimes (I wote) doth sharply wite manie lessons did apiily, [deny 

For praising love as I have done of late, 

And magnifying lovers deare debate ; 

By which frailc youth is oft to follic led, 

Through false allurement of that fleas inghaite. 

That better were in vertues discipled 


The M liich these Stoicke censours cannot well 


To such thciefore I do not sing at all; 

! But to that sacred Saint my soveraigne (iuecne, 

I In whose chast I^st 

fancies fed. Aitd treasures oOruc love enlocked bcene, 

1 Hove all lu'r sexe that ever j ct was hcene . 
Such ones ill judge of love that cannot love, I'l’o her 1 sing of love, that loveth best, 

Ne in their frosen hearts fcele kindly flame • i And best is lov’d of all alive, I Aveeiic , 

Forthy they ought not thing unkuowiic, To her this song most fitlv is addrest, 

’reprove, jThe (iuucne of love, and l^riuce of peace from 

No natural! aflection fanltlcssc blame j heaven blest. 

For fault of few that have abusd the same ; j v 

For it of honor and all vertuc is [of fame,' Which that she may the better dcigne to 

The route, and brings forth glorious tiowres heare, 

That crowne true lovers with immortull bli.s, Do thou, dred infant, Venus dearling dove, 

The meed of them that love, and do not hvc jri-oni her high spirit chase imperious fcare, 

And use of awfull Majestie remove . 

Insted thereof with drops of melting love, 
Deawd with ambrosiulJ kis’^es, by thee gotten 
From thy sweete smyling motlieV fiom above, 
Sprincklc her heart, and hauglitie courage 
soften, [lesson often. 

That she may hearke to love, and icadc this 


amisse. 

Ill 

Which who so list lookebackc to- form wages, 
And call to count the things that then -were 
domic, [sages, 

Shall find that all the workes of tnose wi&u 
And brave exploits which great HeroSs wonne. 


CANTO I. 

Fayre Britomart saves Amoret : 

llucBsu discord bi cedes 
Twixt Stiudamonr and Blandomour : 
Their flght and warlike deedes. 


Of lovers sad calamities of old 
Full many piteous stories doe remaine, 

But none more piteous ever was ytold 
Then that of Amorets hart-binding chaine, 


And tills of Florimcls unwort hie paine 
The deare compassion of whose bitter fit 
I My softened heart so sorely doth constralnei, 
That I with tcares full oft doc ])ittie it, 

I And oftentimes doe wish it ne\'er had bene writ. 
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11 

For from the time that Scudamour her bought 
In perilous light she never joyed day; 

A perilous light, when he with 'force her 
brouj'ht 

From twentie Knights that did him all assay ; 
Yet fairdy well he did them all dismay. 

And with great gloric both the shield of love 
And eke the Ladie selfe he brought away , 
Whom having wedded, as did him beliove, 

A new unknouy>,n mischiefe did from him re- 
move. 

ni 

For that same vile Knehauntour Busyran, 
Tlie very selfe same (bay that she was wedded, 
Amidst I lie brid£lc feast, whilcst every main 
Surcharg'd with wine, ere liecdlcsse'and ill- 
hedded. 

All bent to mirth before the bride was bedded. 
Brought in that mask of love which late was 
showen ; 

And there the Ladie, ill of friends bestedded, 
By vay of sport, as oft in nuiskcs is knowen. 
Conveyed quite away to living wight un- 
' knowen. 

IV ^ * 

Seven inonctlis he so her kept in bitter smart, 
Beeause his sinfull lust slie would not serve, 

1 inti 11 such time as noble Britomurt 
Holensed her, that else was like to sterv'e 
'j'h rough cruell knife that her deare heart did 
kerve ; 

And now she is with her upon the vv'ay 
lilarehing in lovely wise, that could dcserv’c 
No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay 
To blot her with dishonor of so fairc a pray. 


V 

Yet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell 
The div'erse usag^^and demeanure daint, 

I'hat each to other made, as oft befell : 

For Amorct right fearefull was and faint 
Lest she with blame her honor should attaint, 
That everie word did tremble as she spake. 
And everie looke was coy and wondrous quaint. 
And everie limbe that touched her dia (juake ; 
Yet could she not but curteous countenance to 
her make. 

VI 

For well she wist, as true it was indeed. 

That her lives Lord and patrone of her health' 
Right W’ell deserved, as his duefull meed, 

Her love, her service, and her utmost wealth : 
All is his justly that all freelv dualth. 
Nathlessti'her Wor, dearer then her life, 

She sought to save, os thing reserv’d from 
stealth. 


Die had she lever With Enchanters knife 
Then to be false in love, profest a virgine wife. 

VII 

Thereto her feard was made so much the 
greater , 

Througli fine abusion of that Briton mayd ; 
Who, for to hide her fained sex the better 
And maskc her wounded mind, both did and 
sayd 

Full many things so doubtfull to be wayd, 
That w'clf she wist not what by them to gesse : 
For other-whiles to her she luirpos made 
Of love, and other-whiles of lusifulnesse. 

That much she teard his mind would grow to 
some if!icc(‘^sc. 


YIII 

His will she feard ; for him she surely thought 
To be a man, such as indeed he seemed ; 

And miu‘li tlic more by that he lately wrought. 
When her from dead! v' thral dome he redeemed, 
For whieli n(r service she too mucli esteemed : 
Yet dread of shame and doubt of fovvle dis> 
honor 

Made her not yeeld so much as due she deemed. 
Yet Britomart attended duly on her, 

As well became a knight, and did to her all 
lion or. 

IX 

It so befell one (evening, tliat they came 
Unto a Castell, lodged there to bee, 

Where many a knight, and many a lovely 
Dame, 

Was then assembled deeds of nnnes to sec : 
Amongst all which was none more faire then 
slice, 

I'hat numy of them mov'd to eye her sore. 

I’lie cuifiome of that place was 'such, that hee, 
Wluelijiad no lov’c nor lemniun there in store. 
Should either witinc him one, or lye without the 
dore. 

' X 

Amongst the rest there was a jolly knight, 
Wlio, being asked for his love, avo'w’d 
Tjiat fairest Amoret was his by right. 

And offred that to justille dowd. 

The warlike virgine, seeing his so prowd 
And bonstfull chalenge, wexed inlie wroth ; 
But for tlie present did her anger shrowd. 

And sayd, her love to lose she was full loth. 
But either he should neither of them have, or 
both. ’ 

XI 

Softwrth they went, and both together giusted; 
But that same younker soone was over- 
throwne. 
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And made rment that he hod rashly lusted j And to her bed, -which she was wont forbeare, 


for thing unlawfall, that was not his ownc : 
Vet since he seemed valiant, though un- 
knowne, 

She, that no lease was courteous then stout, 
Cost how to salve, that both the ciistomc 
showne 

Were kept, and vet that Knight not locked out; 
That seem’d full hard t’ accord two things so 
far in dout. 

XII 

The Seneschall was cal’d to docme the right: 
Whom she requir’fl, that first fayre Amorct 
Might be to bur allow’d, as to a Knight 
That did her win and free from clialenge set : 
Which straight to her was yeelded without let. 
Then, since that strange Knights love from 
him was quitted. 

She claim’d that to her sclfe, as Ladies dot, 
lie as a Knight might justly be admitted; 

So none should be out shut, sith all of loves 
were fitted. 

Xlll • 

With that, her glistring helmet she unlaced; 
Which doft, her golden lockcs, that were up' 
bound 

Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a silken veile in coinpassc round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 

Like as the shining skie in suinniers night, 
What time the dayes W'ith scorching heat 
abound, 

Is creasted all with lines of Uric light. 

That it ])rodigious seemes in couunim peoples 
sight. 

XIV 

Such when those Knights and Ladies all 
about 

llcheld her, all w’ere with amazcnicnt Mfhit, 
And every one gan grow in secret dout • 

Of this and that, according to each wit : fit ; 
Some thought that some enchantment fayguc«l 
Some, that Bcllona in that Avarlike AvU^e 
To them appear'd, with shield and armour fit ; 
Some, that it was a mnske of strange disguise; 
So diversely each one did sundrie doubts dc- 
A'isc. 

XV 

But that young Knight, Avhich through her 
gentle deed 

Was to that goodly fellowship restor’d. 

Ten thousand thankes did'yeeld her for her 
meed, 

And, doubly overcommen, her ador’d. 

So did they all their former strife accord; 

And eke fayre Amoret, now freed from feare. 
More franke affection did to her afford. 


Now freely drew, and found right safe assu- 
rance theare. 

XVI 

Where all that night they of their loves did 
treat. 

And hard adventures, twixt themselves alone, 
That each the other gan Avitli passion great 
And grief ull pittie privatdy bemoue. 

The morow next, so soone as Titan shon^ 
They both uprose and to tli^ir waies them 
dight : 

Long Avandred they, yet ncA'er met with none 
That to their Avilles could them direct aright, 
Or to them tydings tell that mote their harts 
, delight. » 

XVII 

Lo ! thus they rode, till at the last they spide 
Two armed Knights that toward them did 
pace, 

And ech of them had ryding by his side 
A Ladie, seeming in so fnrre a space : 

But Ladies none they wTre, ulhee in face 
And outward shew faire semblance they did 
bcaie ; 

Forannder maskc 9f beaut ic and good grace 
Vile treason and fowde falshood hidden were, 
That mole to none but to the waric wise 
ai»poaix>. 

XVIII 

The one of them tlie false Duessa bight. 

That noAV had chang'd her former Avonted 
hcAV ; 

For she could d’on so nianie shapes in sights 
As ever could Camcleon colours ncAv; 

So could she forge all colours, save the trew. 
The other no Avhit belter Avas then slice, 

But that such as she Avas she plaine did sheAV: 
Yet otherwise much Avorse, if Avorso might he^ 
And dayly more offensive imto each degree. 


Her name Avas Ate, mother of debate 
And all Uissention Avhich doth dayly groAV 
Amongst frailc men, that many a jiublike 
st&tc, 

And many a private oft doth oA'ertlimAv. 

Her false Duessa, who full well did know 
To bo most fit to trouble noble knights 
Which hunt for lioiiur, raised from below 
Out of the (lAA’clliiigs of the damned sprights, 
Where she in darknes AA'astes her cursed dales 
and nights. 

XX 

Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is ; 
There, Avhereas all the plagues and harmes 
abound 
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Which punish wicked men that walke amisse :| 
It is a darksome delve fane under fip-ound, | 
With thornes and barren brakes environd 
round, 

That none the same may easily out-win : 

Yet many waics to enter may be found, 

But none to issue forth wli(‘n one is in ; 

For discord harder is to end then to be^pn. 

XXI 

And all within, the riven walls were hung 
With ragged monuments of times forepost, 

All which the sad effects of discord sung : 
There were ^ent robes and broken scepters 
Altars defyld, and holy things defast; fphist; 
Dissliivered sp^pres, and shields ytoriic in 
twainc ; * 

Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast ; 
Nations captived, and huge armies slaine : 

Of all Avhich mines there some relicks did rc- 
moiiie. 

XMl 

There was the signe of antique Bab^’Ic: ; 

Of fatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigued long ; 
Of sacred Salem ; and sad llion, 

For memorie of which on hfgh there hongf 
The golden Apple, cause of all their wrong, 
For which the three faire Goddesses did strive: 
There also was the name of Nimrod strong ; 

Of Alexander, and his Princes live 
Which shar’d to them the spoiles that he had 
got alive. 

XXII 1 

And there the relicks of the drunken fray. 
The which amongst the Lapithces befell; 

And of the bloodie feast, which sent away 
So many Gentaures drunken soulcs to hell. 
That under great Alcides furic fell ; 

And of the dreadfull discord, whicli did dri\c 
The noble Aigonfftits to outrage fell ; 

That each of life sought others to deprive, 

All mindlesse of the Golden fleece, which 
made them strive. i 


XXIV I 

And eke of private persona many moe, 

That were too long a worke to co*unt them all; 
Some, of swome friends that ilid their faith 

Some, of ^rne brethren prov’d unnaturall ; 
Some, of deurc lovers foes perpeluall : 
Witnesse their broken bandes there to be scene, 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres despoyled all; 
The moninients whereof there bj'ding beene. 
As plaine as at the first when they were fresh 
and greeme. j 


. XXV 

Such was her house within ; but all without. 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes. 
Which she her sdfe had sowen all about. 

Now growen greats at first of little seedes. 

The seedes of evill wordes and factious deedes; 
Which, when to ripenesse due they grmiren 
arre, 

Bring foorth an infinite increase, that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious jarre. 
The which most often end in bloudshed and in 
M'arre. 

XXVI 

And those same cursed seedes doe also serve 
To her for bread, and yceld her living food : 
For life it isg^o her, wlien others sterve 
Through inisehievous debate and deadly feood. 
That she may sucke their life, and drinkc their 
bhxMl, [fed; 

With n hi(‘h she from her childhood had bene 
For she at first M'as borne of hellish brood. 
And by infemall furies nourished ; [red. 
That by her, monstrous shape might easil}' be 

xxvii 

Her face most fowle and filthy was to see, 
With squinted eyes confrarie wayes intended, 
And loathly mouth, unmeete a mouth to bee. 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended, 
And wicked wordes that God and man ofTendeti. 
Her lying tongue was in two parts divided, 
.Viid both the parts did speake, and both con- 
tended ; 

And as her tongue so was her hart discided. 
That never thoght one thing, but doublv slil 
w'as guided. 


XXVIII 

Als she uouble spake, so heard she doublcf 
With matchlcsse eares deformed and distort, 
Fild iTith false rumors and seditious trouble. 
Bred in assemblies of the vulgar sort. 

That stijl are led with every light rejiort : 

And as her cares, so eke heV feet were odd& 
And much unlike ; th’ one long, the other short, 
And both misplast; that, when tli’onc forward 
}'odc. 

The other bncke retired and contrarie trode. 


XXIX 

Likewise unequall were her handes twaine : ' 

That one did reach the other puslit awav' ; 

That one did make the other mard againe. 

And sought to bring all things unto decay ; 
Whereby great riches, gathered manie a day, 
bhe in short siiace did often bring to nought. 
And their possessours often did dismay : 
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For all her studie was and all her thought 
How she might overthrow the thin^ that! 
Concord wrought. I 


That, having once escaped perill neare, 

Would afterwards afresh the sleeping evill 
rearc. 


XXX 

So much her malice did her might surpas, 
That even th’ Almightie selfe she did malignc, 
Because to man so mercifull he was, 

And unto all his creatures so beni^e, 

Sitli she her selfe was of his grace indigne ; 

For all this worlds faire workmanshiji she tride 
Unto liis last confusion to bring. 

And that great golden chaine quite to divide, 
With which it blessed Concord hath together 
tide. 

XXXI 

Such was that hag which with Duessa roade; 
And, serving her in her malitioustise 
To hurt good knights, was, as it wore, her 
To sell her borrowed beautie to abuse : [buude 
For though, like withered tree that wanteth 
juyee, 

She old and crooked wore, yet now of late 
As fresh and fragrant as the floure-ddluce 
She was become, by chaunge of her estate, 

And made full goodly joyance to her new- 
found mate. 

xxxn 

Her mate, he was a jollic youtlifull knight 
That bore great sway in armes and chivalrie. 
And was indeed a inau of mickle might ; 

His name was Blandamour, that ^d descric 
llis fickle mind full of inconstancic : 

And no\r himselfe he fitted had right well 
With two companions of like qualitie, 
Faithlesse Duessa, and false raridcll, [tell. 
That whether were more false full hard it is to 

XXMII 

Now when this gallant vrith his goodly ftrew 
From forre espide the famous Britomart, * • 
Like knight adventurous in outward vew, 
With his faire paragon, his conquests piurt, 
Approching ni^h, eftsoones his wanton ftart 
Was tickled with delight, and jesting sayd; 

‘ Lo ! there. Sir Paridel, for your desart 
Gogd lucke presents you with'yond lovely mayd. 
For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd.’ 

XXXIV 

By that the lovdy pairc drew nigh to hond : 
Whom when as Paridel more plainc beheld, 
Albce in heart he like aflectioli fond. 

Yet mindfiill how he late by one was feld 
That did those armes and that same scutchion 
weld. 

He had small lust to buy his love so deare, 
But answered; ‘ Sir, him wise I never held. 


XXXV 

‘This knight too late his manhood and his 
might 

T did assav, that me right dearely cost ; 

Ne list T for revenge provoke new fight, 

Ne for light Ladies love that soone is lost.* 
The hot-spurre youth so scorning to be crost, 

‘ Take then to you this Dame of mine,* (quoth 
hee) • 

‘ And I, without your perill or your cost. 

Will chalengc yond same other for m^ fee.* 

So forth he fiercely prickt that one him scarce 
,could see. ^ 


The warlike Britoncssc her soone oddrest, 
And with such uncouth welcome did rcceave 
Her fayned Paramour, her forced guest, 

That being forst his saddle soone to leave, 

Him selfe he did of his new love deceave; 

And made him selfe thensample of his follie. 
Which done, she passed forth, not taking leave, 
And left him now as |pd, as wliilome jollie, 
Well v^rned to beware with whom he dat’d to 
dallie. 

xxxvii 

Which when his other companie liehcld. 
They to his succour ran with readie ayd ; 

And, finding him unable once to weld. 

They reared him on horsebacke and upstayd, 
Till on his -way they had him forth convayd : 
And all the way, with w'ondrous griefe of mynd 
And sliame, he shew'd him selfe to be dismayd 
More for the love w'hich he had left behynd. 
Then that Avhich he had to Sir Paridel resynd. 

XXXVIII • 

Nathlessc he forth did march, well as he might. 
And made good semblance to his companie. 
Dissembling his disease and evill plight ; 

Till that ere long they chaunced to espie 
Two other knights, that towards them did ply 
With speetue course, as bent to choige them 
new: 

Wliom when as Blandamour approching nie 
Perceiv’d to be such os they seemd in vew. 

He was full w'o, and gan his former griefb 
renew. 


XXXIX 

For th’ one of them he perfectly desciide 
To be Sir Scudamour, by that he bore 
[The God of love with wings displayed wide 
I Whom mortally he hated evermore, 
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Both for his worth, that all mon did adoro, 
And eke because his love lie wonne by right : 
Which when he thought, it grieved him full 
sore, 

That, through the bruses of liis fonner fight, 
He now unable was to wieake his old despight. 


XI. 

Forthy he thus to Paridol bespake : 

‘ Faire Sir, of friendship lot me now you pray. 
That as 1 late adventured for your sake, 

The hurtsfvhereof me now froni hattell stay, 
Ye will me now with like good turne repaj', 
And just ifio raj’ cause on yonder knight.* “ 

‘ All ! Sir,’ (said Paridell) ‘ do not dismay 
Your solfe for this ; my selfe will for you fight. 
As ye have fionc for me : the left linnU rubs 
the right.’ 

XLI 

With that he put his spurros unto his steed, 
With siicare in rest, and toward him did fare. 
Like shaft out of a bow preventing speed : 

But Scudamour ivus shortly well aware 
Of his approeh, and gaii hmi selfe prepare 
Him to receive with cntcrtiiinnictit meete. 

So furiously they met, tJiat either bary 
The other dowiic under their horses fiH>tc, 
That what of them became themselves did 
Bcarsly w'ectc. 


XLII 

As ■when tw’o billowes in the Irish smvndes, 
Forcibly driven witli coiitrarie tydes, 

Do meete together, eucli abackc rcboivndes I 
AVith roaring rage ; and dashing on all sides. 
That lilleth all tlie sea with fome, divydes 
The doubtfull current into divers ivajres. 

So fell those two in spight of both their prydes ; 
But Scudamour himselfc did sesme uprn>\se, 
And, mounting light, his foe for lying long up- 
brayes 

M.III 

Who, rolled on an lieapc, lay still in sw'ound 
All carclessc of his taunt ami bitter rayle; 

Till that the rest him seeing lie on ground 
I'an hastily, to w’ecte what did hiri aylc. 
Where finding that the breath gaii him to faylc, 
With busie care they strove him to awake, 
And doft his helmet, and undid his mayle : 

So much they did, that at the last they brake 
His sloraber, yet so mazed that he nothiug 
spake. 

XI.IV 

Which when as Blandamour beheld, he sayd ; 

* False faitour Scudamour, that hast by slight 
And fouleadvantagethis good Kuightdismayd. 
A Knight much better then thy selfe behight, 


Well fallcs it thee that I am not in plight 
This day towreake thedammageby theedonne. 
Such is thy wont, that still when any Knight 
Is weakned, then thou doest him overronne : 
So hast ihou tp thy selfe false honour often 
wonne.’ 


He little ansAver’d, but in manly heart 
His mightie indignation did forbeate ; 

Which w'as not 3 ’ct so secret, but some part 
Thereof did in his frouning face appeare : 

Like as a glooniie cloud, the wdiich doth beare 
An hideous stomie, is b}' the Xortheme blast 
f^uite overbloAA’ne, .vet doth nut passe so cleare, 
But that it all the skie doth overcast 
With ilaficncs dred, and threatens ail the world 
to w’nst. 


XI.VI 

^ Ah gentle knight ! ’ then false Duessa saj’d, 
‘ Wh.v do ye si rive for Ladies h)vc so sore, 
Who"s(* chicfe desire is love and friendly aid 
klongst gentle Knights to nourish evermore ? 
Nc be ye Avroth, Sir Scudamour, therefore 
That site, 3 ’our Ioa’c, list lov’e another knight, 
Ne do A'our selfe dislike a Avhit the more ; 

For Love is free, and l(‘d Avith selfe delight, 

Ne will enforced k* a\ ith niaistcrdome or might.’ 


Xl.VIl 

So false Duessa ; but vile Ate thus : [both, 
• Both foolish knights ! I can hut laugh at 
That striA’c and stormc Aiith stirre outrageous 
For her, that each of .a'ou alike doth loth. 

And loves another, Avitli Avhom noAv she goth 
In loA’cly Avke, and slccpes, and siiorts, and 
plaA’Cs ; 

Whilest 1 .'»tli you here Avith iiiaiiv a cursed otli 
Swfeare she is .A’oiirs, and stirre uf) tiloiidie fra a’cs, 
TifcAvin a aviIIoav bough, Avliilest other Aveares 
the baA’cs. 


« XLVIII 

‘ Vile hag ! * (»ayd Scudamour) why dost 
thou lye, 

And falsly se'ekst a A'crtuous Avight to .shainu ?’ 

<Fond knight,’ (sayd she) ‘ the thing that Avith 
tills e.ve 

I saw, Avhy should I doubt to tell the same? ’ 

‘Then tell,’ (quoth Blandamour) ‘and fearc no 
blame : 

1^1 AA'hat 1 hull saAv’s t, maulgre avIio so it lieaiea.’ 

‘ I saw ’ (quofli she) ‘a stranger knight, whose 
name 

I wote not w'cll, but in his shield he beares 

(That well 1 Avote) the heads of iiiauv broken 

I bpeares ; 
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XLIX 

< 1 saw him have your Atnorct at will ; i 
1 saw him kisse ; I saw him her embrace ; 

I saw him sleepe with her all night his lill ; 
All mauie nights; and manie bydn place 
I'hat present were to testifie the case.’ 

Which when as Scudamourdid heare, his heart 
Was tlirild with inward griefe: as when in 
chace 

The Parthian strikes a stag with shivering dart, 
The beast astonisht stands in middest of his . 
smart. 


I Mt 

lint Scudarnour, for passing great dcsfiight, 
Staid not to answer; scarcely did refraine 
Ilut that in all those knights and ladies sight 
He fur revenge had guiltlesse Glauce slaine : 
But, being past, he thus began amaine : 

*■ False traitour squire ! false squire of falsest 
knight! [abstaine, 

W'hy doth mine hand from thine avenge 
Whose Lord hath done my love this foulc 
despight ? [might */ 

Wliy do 1 not it wreako on thee, iWw in my 


L 

So stood Sir Scudarnour when this he heard, 
Ne word had he to 8|ieake for great dismay, 
Ihit lookt on Glauce grim ; who wox#afwrd 
( )f outrage for the w'ords which sh^ieard say, 
Albce untrue she wist them by assa^’. 

But Blandaraour, whenashe did espie [wray. 
His chatinge of chcere that anguish did be- 
lle woxc full blithe, as he had got thereby, 
And gnu tlicreat to triumph -without victoric. 

• 

LI 


LIII 

‘ Hiscourtcous, disloyall Britomart, 

Untrue J;o God, and unto man unji^t ! 

What vengeance due can C({uall th^'^ desart, 
That hast with shamefull spot of smfull lust 
Deiird the pledge committed to thy trust? 

I^et ugly sliamc and endlessc infaniy 
Colour thy name with foulc reproaches rust ! 
Yet thou, Valtsc Sipiire, his fault slialt deare aby. 
And witli thy punishment his penance shall 
supply.* 


‘ Lo ! recreant,’ (sayd he) ‘ the fruitlcssc end j 
Of thy vaine boast, and spoile of love misgot- ! The ag&l Dame, him seeing so enraged, 

* ten, [shend, ’Was dead w'ith fcarc; uathlessc, as hcede rc> 

Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dost j quired, 

And all true lovers with dishonor blottcn : jllis daining fiirie sought to have assuaged 

All things not routed Avell will soone ber<»ttcn.’ jWith sober words, that sufferance desired, 

‘ Fy, fy ! false knight,’ (then false Duc-ssji .'I’iH time the tryall of her truth expvrcd ; 

cryde) [gotten ; I And evermore sought Britomart to cleaic: 

‘ Unworthy life, that love with guile hast iBut he the more -wdth furious rage -was fyred, 
Be thou, Avhere ever thou do go or ryde, [And thrise his hand to kill her did upreare. 
Loathed of ladies all, and of all knights de- lAnd thrise he drew it backe ; so did at last 
fydcl’ j forbeare. 


CANTO 11. 


Blanddiuoiir wnnes false Florimell ; 

Vurklell for her stnvw : 

They are ucctirdcd : Agaiw 
Doth lengthen her sonnes lives. 


FiiiKBitAND of hell, first tynd in Phlegeton, 
By thousand furies, and ‘from thence out 
throweii 

Into this world to wurke confusion, 

And set it all on fire by force u'nknowen. 

Is -nicked discord ; wHose small sparkes once 
blowen 

None but a God or godlike man can slake ; 
Such as was Orpheus, tliat, when strife -was 
growen 


Amongst those famous ynnpcs of Gieece, did 
take 

Ills silver Har[)e in hand and shortly friends 
them make: 


Or such as that celcstiall Psalmist was, 

I That, when the wicked feend his Lord tor- 
j mented, 

With heavenly notes, that did all other pas 
I The outrage of his furious lit relented. 
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Such Musicke is wise words, with time con- 
cented, 

To moderate stifle mindcs disposd to strive : 
Such as that prudent Komanc well invented, 
What time his j)eople into partes did rive, 
Them reconcyld aj^aine, and to ^eir homes did 
drive.* 


. VII 

Who, with the sudden stroke astonisht sore, 
Upon the ground awhile in slomber lay; 

The whiles his love away the other bore. 

And, shewing her, did Paridell upbray ; 

‘ Lo f sluggish Knight, the victors happie pray! 
So fortune friends tlie bold : ’ wham Paridell 


in 

Such us’d wise Glaucb to that wrathfiill 
knight, 

To culnic the tempest of his troubled thought : 
Yet Ulanffnmour with terinesof foiile despight. 
And Paridell her scoriid, and set at nought 
As old and mioked and not good for ought 
Both they iinw'ise, and warelessc of the evill 
That by themselvesunto themselves is wrought 
Through tlfat false witch, and that foiile aged 
drcvill ; 

The one a feend, the other an incarnate devill. 
IV 

With whom as they thus rode arcompanide. 
They were cncoiintred of a lustie Knight 
That had a goodly I^adie by his side, 

To whom ho made great dalliance and delight 
It was to Avoeto the boW Sir Ferraugk bight, j 
lie that from Braggadocehio Mhilome reft 
The snowy Floriiiiell, whose bcautie bright 
Made him* seeme happie for m» glorious (heft ; 
Y'el Avas it in due Iriall but a Avandriiig wctl. 


\ 

Which Avhen as Blandamour, whose fancic 
light 

Was alwaies flitting as the Avaverin^ wind 
After each bcautie that appoard in .sight, 
Beheld, eftsoones it prickt his AA'aiiton mind 
With sting of lust that reasonaeye did blind, 
1'hat to Sir I'aridell these Avords* he sent : 

‘ Sir knight, Aihy ridcyeduinpi.sh thus behind,' 
Since so good fortune doth to you present 
So fayre a spoylc, to make you joyous mcri- 
‘ment?’ 


VI 

But Paridell, that had too late af tiyall 
Of the bad issue of his counsell vaine, [all : 
list not to hcarke, but made this faire deny- 
'Last tume was mine, wcU proved to mv 
paine ; [ gaine ! ’ 

This now be yours ; God send vou better 
Whose scofled words he taking haltein scorne, 
Fiercely forth prickt his steed as in disdaine 
Against that Knight, ere he him well could 
tome ; 

• By meanes whereof he hath him lightly OA'er- 
bome. 


Seeing so faire indeede, as he did say. 

His hart Avith secret euA’ic gan to swell, 

And inly grudge at him that he hud sped so 
w'ell. 

VIII 

Nathlessc proud man himsclfe the other 
Ilnviiig so p^relcssc paragon ygot: [deemed, 
For sure the fayrest Florimcll him seemed 
To hiin««'aa fallen for his happie lot. 

Whose like alive 011 earth he Aveened not : 
Therefore he her did court, did serve, did avooc. 
With humblest suit that he imagine mot, 

And all things did devise, and all things dooc. 
That might her love prepare, and liking win 
thcretoo. 

• IX 

She, in regard thereof, him rccoinpcnst 
With golden Aiairds and goodly countenance, 
And such fond favours sparingly dispenst : 
Sometimes him blessing Avith a light eyc- 
gluncc, 

And coy lookes tempring Avith loose daliiaucc ; 
Sometimes estranging him in sterner wise; 
That having cast him in a foolish trance, 
lie seemed brought to bed in Paradise, 

And prov’d hiinselfe most foolc in Avliat he 
seem'd most Avise. 


X 

So great a inistresse of licr art she was, 

Aiyl perfectly practiz’d in AA'omans craft. 

That though therein himsclfe he thought, to pas, 
Afld by his false allurements wylie draft 
Had thousand Avomen of their love beralt, 

Y et ijOAv he Avas surpriz’d ; for that false spright, 
Whicli that same witch had in tliis forme cn- 
Was so expert in every subtile slight, [graft, 
That it could overreach tlie Avisest earthly 
Avight. 


Yet he to her did dajdy service more. 

And dayly more decciv'ed Avas thereby ; 

Yet Paridell him envied therefore, 

As s^ming plast in sole felicity : 

So blind is lust false colours to descry. 

But Atfe soone diseoA'ering his desire, 

And finding noAV fit opportunity [ire, 

To Btiire up strife twixt love and spight and 
Did privily put coles uuto his secret ^e. 
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By Bundry meancs thereto she prick t him 
forth ; [speaches, 

Xow with remembrance of those spightftill 
Now Avith o])inion of his owne more worth, 
Now Avith recounting of like foriiicr breaches 
Made in their friendship, as tliat Hag him 
And ever when his passion is allayd, [tenches : 
She it reAuves, and new occasion reaches ; 
That on a time, as they together aa’ji}'^, 

He made him open chulenge, and thus boldly 
sayd; 

XIII 

‘ Too boastfull Blandanioiire ! too long 1 bcare 


That Avith the shocke of their owne heedlessc 
might 

Their wooden ribs arc shaken nigh asonder. 
They Avhich from shore behold the drcadfull 
sight [der, 

Of flashing fire, and henre the ordenance tlion- 
Do greatly' stand amaz'd at such uiiAVonted 
wonder. 


At length they both upstarted in amaze, 

As men awaked rashly' out of drein^ 

And round aliout themselves awhilc%id gaze; 
Till seeing her, that Florimell did seme, 

In doubt to whom she victoric should deeme. 


The orien wrongs thou doest me day' by' day': ThereAvilli their dulled sprights they' edgd anew, 

war 11 1 I-J. xl a lltfl Krvt-li IIiaiv fcswrkswla warafli 


Well know’st thou, when w^e IViendi^iip iir»t 
did SAveare, • 

The covenant Avas, that every spoy'le or pray' 
Should equally be shard betwixt us tway'. 
Where is niy part then of this Ladie bright. 
Whom to tKy sclfc thou takest quite aAvay V 
Bender tlierefore therein to me my' right, 

Or ausAvere for thy wrong as shall fall out in 
light.’ 

XIV 

Exceeding wroth thereat was Blandamour, 
And gnn this bitter ansAvere to him make: 
‘Too foolish Paridell I that fayrest floure 
Wouldst gather faiiie, and yet no paincs 
wouldst take: 

But not so eosic will I her forsake ; 

This hand her wonne, this hand shall her defend.’ 
With that they gan their shivering speares to 
shake, ' 

And deadly points at eithers breast to bend, 
Forgetfull each to have bi'iic ever others frend. 


Their firic stcedcs with so untamed forse % I 
Did beare them both to fell avenges end, 1 
That both their siiearos with pitilcsse remurse 
Through shield and iiiayle and haberJccVi did! 
wend, 

And in their flesh a giieslv passage rend. 

That with the furie of their owne ailret ! 
Each other horse and man to ground did send; 
Where, lying still awhile, both did forget ! 
The jienlous present stownd in which their 
lives were set. 

XVI 

As when two warlike Brigandines at sea. 
With murdrous weapons arm’d to cruell fight. 
Do meete together on the Avatry lea, 

They stemme ech other with so fell despight, 


And, draAving both their sAvonls, Aytli rage ex- 
treme. 

Like two mad mastifles, each on other flew, 
And shields did share, and mailes did rash, 
and helmes did hew. 


So furiously' each other did assayle, 

As if their soulcs they would attonce have rent 
Out of tlieir brests, that streanies of blond did 
rayle • 

Adowne, as if their springs of life were spent ; 
That all the ground with purple blond was 
sprent, [gore; 

And all their armours staynd with bloudic 
Yet scarcely' once to breath Avould they' relent, 
So mortall Avas their malice, and so sore 
Become, of fayned friendship which they vow’d 
albre. 

XIX 

And that which is for Ladies most besitting. 
To stint all strife and foster fneudly' peace. 
Was from those Dames so farre and so un- 
fitting, 

As that, instead of praying thefh surcease. 
They did much more their cruelty encrcase ; 
Bidding them fight for honour of their love, 
And rather die then Ladies cause release: 
With which vaine termes so much they did 
them jnove, 

That both resolv’d the last extremities to prove. 

XX 

There they, I weene, Avould fight untill this 
day. 

Had not a Squire, even he the Squire of Dames, 
By great adventure travelled that way'; 

Who seeing both bent to so bloudy games, 
And both of old well knowing by their names. 
Drew nigh, to weete the cause of their debate : 
And first Uude on those Ladies Uiousand blames^ 
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That did not seeke t’appcase their deadly hate,; ‘ Not one,’ (quoth he) ‘but many doe partake 

1 I i. Herein ; as tlms: It latelv so befell, 

That Satyran a girdle dief uptake 
Well knowne to appertaine to Florimell, [well. 
Which for her sake he wore, as him beseemed 


But gazed on their harmes, not pittying their 
estate. 


And then those Knights he humbly did 
beseech 

To stay their hands, till he awhile had spoken ; 
Who lookt a little up at that his sjicech. 

Yet would nf»t let their bntlell so be broken, 
Both greedie Piers on otln-r to be Avrokcii : 

Yet he to them so earnestly did call. 

And thenaronjur'd by some well know'cn token, 
That they at )ast their wrothfull liands let fall, 
Content to hcare him speake, and glad to rest 
wilhall, 

^ XXII 

* • 

First he desir'd their cause of strife to see : 
They said, it was for love of Florimell. 

‘ Ah gentle Knights ! ’ (quoth he) ‘ how ma}' 
that bee. 

And she so farre astray, as none can tell?* 


‘ But, when ns she her sclfe was lopt an^ gone. 
Full many knights, that loved her like deare. 
Thereat did greatlv grudge, that lie alone 
That lost fairc Loilie's ornament should weare. 
And gan therefore close spight to him to bearc ; 
Which he to shun, and stoji vile envies sting. 
Hath lately caus'd to be proclaim’d each where 
A Bolcmne feast, with publike tunieying. 

To which all knights w'ith them their Loilics 
arc to bring : 

■ XX\ II 

‘And of them all she, that is fayrest found. 
Shall have that golden ginlle for reward ; 

And of those Knights, who is most stout on 
Shall to that fairest Ladie be prefanl. [ground. 
Fond Squire,' full an^- than suyd I'aridoll, therefore aho her sc«e b now your ward, 

^ V • « y. ^ 4^/ iT/\ fhaf rkranmAnf nf Hai-b nortninAa 


‘ Scest not the Ladie there before thy face? 
lie looked baeke, and, her avi/ing well. 


To you that ornament of hers pertaines 
Against all those that chalenge it to gard 


Weend, as he said, by that her outward grace! An‘l save her honour with your ventrouspanies; 
'lliat favreat Florim^was present /here in 5<-« »•<" “»te l!>"ry •*«» >•« here 

place. and guinea.’ 

* ' XXVIIl 


XXIII 

Glad man was he to sec that joyous sight, 
For none alive but Joy’d in Florimell, 

And lowly to her lowling thus behight : 

‘ Fayrest of fairc, that fairenesse doest cxeell. 
This happie day I have to greete you well, 

In which you safe I see, whom thousand late 
Misdoubted lost through mischiefe that befell. 
Long may you live in health and happie state ! ’ 
She litle answer'd him, but lightly did aggrate. 


When they the reason of his words had hard, 
'i'hey gan abate the rancour of their rage, 

And with their 'honours and their loves regard 
The furious flames of malice to asswage. 

Tho each to other did his faith engage. 

Like faithfull friends thenceforth to joyneinone 
With all their force, and battcll strong to wage 
Gainst all those knights, as their professed foiie, 
That chaicng’d ought in Florimell, save they 
alone. 


t. 

Then, turning to those Knights, he gan anew : 
‘And you, Sir Blandamour, and Paridell, 

ITiat for this Ladie, present in your vew. 
Have rays’d this cniell warre and outrage fell, | 
Certes, me seemes, bene not advised well ; 

But rather ought in friendship for her sake | 
To joyne your force, their forces to repell 
That seeke perforce her from you both to take, 
And of your gotten spoyle their owne triumph 
to make.’ j 


XXV I 

Thereat Sir Blandamour, with countenance: 
Sterne 

All full of wrath, thus fiercely him bespoke : 

‘ Aread, thou Squire, that 1 the man ftay learn^ 
That dare fro me tbinke riurimell to take ! ’ 


, XXIX 

^ 0 , w'cll accorded, forth they rode together 
In friendly sort that lasted but a while ; 

And of all old dislikes they made fairew'eather; 
Yetiill was forg’d and spred with golden foyle, 
That under it hidde hate and hollow guylc. 
Nc certes can that friendship long endura. 
However gay and goodly be the style, 

That doth ill cause or evill end enure; [sure. 
For vcitue is the band that bindeth harts most 
XXX 

Tims as they marched all in dose disguise 
Of favmed love, the^» chaunst to overtake 
Two knights that lincked rode in lovely wise, 
As if they secret counsels did partake ; 

And each not farre behinde him his make. 
To weete, two Ladies of most goodly hew, 
That twixt themselves did gentle purpose make, 
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Unmindfull both of that disconlfiill crow. 

The which with speedie pace did after them 
puTsew. 

XXXI 

Who, as they now a])pro(;1ied ni^h at hand, 
Deeming them dou^htie, as thiy did appearc, 
They sent that Squire afore, to understand 
What mote they be ; who, viewing them more 
neare, 

Returned readie newes, that those same weare 
Two of the prowoat Knights in Faery lond, 

And those two Ladies their two lovers dearc; 
(loiiragious Cambell, and stout Trianiond, 

With Canacee and Canibine liiickt in lovely 
bond. 

XXXII ^ 

Whylome, ns antique stories tell^n us, 

Those two were foes the fellonest on ground, 
And battcll made the dreddest daungorous 
That ever shrilling trumpet did resound ; 
Though now their acts be no where to be found, 
As that renowmed Poet them cumpyled 
With warlike numbers and ITeroicke^ound, 
Dan Chaucer, well of English iindefyled. 

On Fames eternoll beadroll worthie to be fyled. 

xxxin 

Put wicked Time that all good thoughts doth 
waste, [weare, 

And workes of noblest wits to nought out- 
That famous moniment hath quite defaste, 
And Tobd the world of threasure eiidlesse Jenre, 
The which mote have enriched all us hcarc. 

0 cursed Eld! the canker>vormc of writs, 

How may these rimes, so rude os doth anpeare, 
Hope to 'endure, sith workes of heavenly wits 
Are quite devourd, and brought to nought by 

little bits ? 

XXXIV * 

^ Then pardon, 0 most sacred happie spirit^ j 
That I thy labours lost may thus revive, | 
And steale from thee the mcede of thy due 
merit, 

That n^ne durst ever whilest thou wast alive, I 
• And being dead in vainc yet many strive : 

Ne dare 1 like ; but, through infusion sweete 
Of thine owne spirit which doth in me survive, 

1 follow here the footing of thy feete, 

That with thy meaning so I may the rather 
meete. 

XXXV 

Cambelloes sister was fayre Canacee, 

That was the Icarnedst Ladie in her dayes. 
Well secnc in everie science that mote ’bee. 
And every secret worke of natures wayes ; 


In wittie riddles, and in wise soothsayes ; 

In power of herbos, and tunes of boasts and 
biirds ; 

And, that augmented all her other praysc, 

She modest was in all her deedes and words, 
And wondrous chast of life, yetlov'd of Knighls 
and Lords. 

XXX VI 

Full many Lords and many Knights her loved, 
Yet she to none of them her liking lent, 

Nc ever was with fond affection mOved, 

But rill d her thoughts with goodly governement. 
For dread of blame and honours' blftnLslnnent ; 
And eke unto her lookes a law she made, 

That none of them once out of order went. 

But like to warie Ccntonels well stayd, 

Still watcht on every side, of sccrej^focs atfrayd, 

XXXVII 

So much the more as she refusd to love, 

So much the more she loved was and sought, 
That oftentimes unquiet strife did move 
Amongst her lovers, and great quarrels wrought, 
'Fhat oft for her in bloudic urmes they fought. 
Wh ich whenas Cambell, that was stout and wise. 
Perceiv’d w'ould breedc great mischiefe, he be- 
yiought 0 

How to prevent the peri 11 that mole rise, 

And tiirne both him and her to honour, in this 
wise, 

.XXXVIII 

One day, ivhcn all that troupe of warlike 
wooers 

Assembled were to weet whose she should bee, 
All mightie men and dreadfull derring-dooers. 
(The harder it to make them well agree) 
Amongst them all this end he did decree ; 
That, of them all which love to her did make, 
lliey by consent should chose the stoutest 
three [sake. 

That with himselfe should combat for her 
And of them all the victour sEoiild his sister 
take. 

XXXIX 

Bold was the chalcnge, os himselfe was bold, 
And courage full of haughtie hardiment, 
Api;)roved oft in perils manifold. 

Which he atchiev'd to his great ornament * 
But yet his sisters skill unto him lent 
Most confidence and hope of happie speed, 
Conceived by a ring w'hich she him sent. 

That, mongst the manie vertues which we reed. 
Had power to staunch al wounds that mortally 
did bleed. 

XL 


Well was that rings great vertue knowen to all; 
That dread thereof and his redoubted might 
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Did all that voutbly rout so much appall, 
That none of them durst unJertuke the fight * 
More wise they weend to make of love delight 
Then life to hazard for fairc I^adies looke ; 
And yet uncertaine by such outward sight, 
Though for her sake they all that pcrill tooke. 
Whether she would them lov^ or in her liking 
brookc. 

XLI 

Amongst those knights there were three 
brethren hold, 

Three bolt['T brethren ne^•cr were ybornc, 
Home of one mother in one ha])pic mold, 
Horne at one burden in one happie mornc ; 
Thrise happie mother, and thrise liappie mome. 
That bore three such, three such not to l)e fond! 
Her name w?us Agape, whose children )}’cmc 
All three as one; the first bight Priainond, 
The second Dyamond, the youngest Triamond. 

xui 

Stout rriamoiul, but not so strong to strike; 
Strong Dininond, but not so stout a knight ; 
Hut Triamond was stout and strong alike : 

On horsebackc used Triamond to tight, 

And Priainond on footc had more delight ; 

Hut horse and footc kn#w Diamond i<k wield: 
With curtaxo used Diamond to smite, 

And Triamond to handle spearc and shield, 
Hut speore and curtaxe both usd Priamond in 
field. 

XLIll 

These three did love each other (h'arcly ■well, 
And with so firme affection were allydc, 

As if but one soule in them all did dwell. 
Which did lierpowre into three yiarts divyde; 
Like three fairc branches budding farre'and 
wide, 

That from one roote deriv’d their vitall sap : 
And like tliat roote that doth licr life divide. 
Their mothcr«vas ; and had full blessed hap • 
These three so noble babes to bring forth at 
one clap. 

XLIV 

Their mother was a Fay, and had the skill 
Of secret things, and all the powres of nature, 
Wliich she by art could use unto*licr will. 

And to her service bind each living creature, 
Through secret understanding of their feature. 
Thereto she was right fairc, whenso her face 
She list discover, and of goodly stature : 

But she as Fayes are wont, in prmo place 
Did spend her dayes, and lov’d m forests wyld 
to space. 

XLV 

There on a day a noble youthly knight, 
Siting adventures in the salvage wood. 


Did by great fortune get of her the sight, 

As she sate can'Iessc by a cristall flood 
C'ombing her golden lockes, as seemd her good ; 
And unawares upon her laying hold, 

That strove in vaine him long to have with- 
stood, . 

Oppressed her, and there (as it is told) 

Got thesi* three lovely babes, that prov’d three 
champions bold. 

XT. VI 

Which she with her long fostred in that W'ood, 
Till that to ripenesse of mans state they grew ; 
Then shewing forth signes of their fathers 
blood, 

They loved armes, and knighthood did ensew, 
Si‘ekiiig adventures where they anic knew. 
Wliicli wdu'ii their mother saw, shegau to dout 
Their safetic^; least by searching daungers new, 
And rash provoking ])erils all about. 

Their days mote be abridged through their 
corage stout. 


XLVIl 

Therefdlre desirous th’ end of all their dayes 
To know, and them t* enlarge! with long ex- 
tent. 

By wondrous skill and many hidden wayes 
To the three fatall sisters house she went. 
Farrc under ground from tract of living went, 
Dowiic m the bottome of the deepe Abysse, 
Where Demogorgou, in dull darknesse iient 
FaiTji* from the view of gods and heavens bliss, 
The hideous Ciiuos ki»pes, their dreadfiUl 
dwelling is. 

XLVIl I 

There sir them found all sitting round about. 
The direfull distafle standing in the mid, 

And with unwearied lingers drawing out 
Tlu! lines of life, from living knowledge hid. 
Sad Clotho held the rocke, the whiles tiic thrid 
HJ* griesly Lachesis was spun with painc. 
That cruell Atropos eftsounes undid, 

Witli cursed knife cutting the tivist in twaine. 
Most wretched men, whose dayes depend on 
thrids so vaine ! 

XLIX 

She, them saluting, there hy them sate still 
Beholding how the thrids of life they span : 
And when at last she had beheld her fill. 
Trembling in heart, and looking pale and wan. 
Her cause of comining she to tell began. 

To whom fierce Atropos : ‘ Bold Fay, that durst 
Come see the secret of the life of man, 

Well worthie thou to he of Jove accurst. 

And eke thy childrens thrids to be asunder 
burst 1 ’ 
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Whereat she sore afTrayd, yet her besouglit 
To graunt her boone, and rigour to abate, 

That she might see her childrens thrids forth 
brought, 

And know the measure of their utmost date 
To them ordained by eternall fate : 

Which Clotlio graunting shewed her the same. 
That when she saw, it did her much amate. 

To see their thrids so thin as spiders frame. 
And eke so short, that seemd their ends out 
shortly came. j 


1.1 I 

She then began them humbly to intreatc 
To draw them longer out, ami better twine, 
That so their lives might lie prolonged late : 
But Lachesis thereat gan to recline. 

And sayd ; * Fond dame, that decm’st of things 
divine 

As of humane, that they may altrcd bee. 

And chaung’d at pleasure for those impes of 
thine ! 

Xot so ; for what the Fates do once* decree. 

Not all the gods can chaunge, nor Jove him 
self can free ! ’ 


Lll 

‘Then since’ (quoth she) ‘ the tenne of each 
mans life 

For nought may lessened nor enlarged bee. 


Graunt this; that when ye shred with fat all 
knife 

liis line, which is the eldest of the three. 
Which IS of them the shortest, as 1 see, 
Eftsoones his life may passe into the next : 
And, when the next shall likewise ended bee, 
That both their lives may likewise be annext 
Unto the third, that his may so be trebly wext. 

LIII 

They graunted it j and then that carefull Fay 
Departed thence with full contested myiid; 
And, comming homo, in warlike fresh aray 
Them found all three according to tlu'ir kynd : 
But unto them vrliat destinie was assynd^ 

I Or how their lives were oekt, she did not tell ; 
But*evermore, when she fit tinfl? could fynd, 
She Avarned them to tend their safeties well, 
And love each other dearc, what ever them 
befell. 

LIV 

So did they surely during all their dayes, 
And never disconrdid amongst them fall, 
Which much augmented all their other praise; 
And now, t’increase affection naturall. 

In love of Canacce the.v joyned all ; 
TJpon*w'hich grouna tins same great battcll 
grew. 

Great matter growing of beginning small, 

The which, for length, I wiU not here pursew. 
But rather w'ill rcsciv^c it for a Canto new. 


CANTO ITT. 

1^0 battcll tWixt throe brethren with 
Cambell forjptti;acee : 

Cnmbina With true friendshi|)s bond 
Doth their long strife agree. 


O ! WHY doe wretched men so much desire 
To draw their dayes unto the utmost date, 
And doe not rather wish them soone expire. 
Knowing the miscrie of their estate. 

And thousand perills which them still awatc. 
Tossing them like a boate amid the mayne, 
That every houre they knocke at deatbes gate? 
And he that happie seemes, and least in payne, 
Tet is as nigh his end as he that must doth 
pla^oie. 

11 

Therefore ^is Fay I hold but fond and vaine. 
The which, in seeWing for her children three 


Long life, thereby did more prolong their 
paine ; 

Yet whilest they lived none did ever see 
More happte creatures then they seem’d to bee ; 
Nor more ennobled for their courtesie. 

That made them doarely lov’d of each degree ; 
Ne more renowmed for their chevalrie. 

That made them dreaded much of all men fane 
and nie. 

Ill 

These three thathardie chalenge tooke inhan^j 
For Canacce with Cambell for to fight. 

The day was set, that all might understand, 
And pledges pawnd the same tokeepe aright: 

B 
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That day, the dreddest day that living wight 
Did ever see upon this world to shine. 

So soone as heavens window shewed light, 
These warlike Champions, all in armour shine, 
Assembled were in field the chalengc to define. 

TV 

The field with listes was all about enclos’d, 
To barre the prease of people farre away ; 

And at th’ one side sixc judges were dispos’d, 
To view and deeme the deedch of armes that 
And on the oihcr sale, in fresh araj , [ day: 

Fayrc Ganacce upon a stately stage 
Was set, to see the fortune of that fray. 

And to be seene, as his most worthic wage 
That coujd her purchase with his lives adven- 
tur’d g4go. * 

V 

Then entred Cambell first into the list, 

With stately ste|)s and fcarelesse countciiaiice. 
As if the conquest his he surely wist. 

Soone after did the brethren three advance 
In brave arav and goodly ameiianee, 
Withscutchiiisgiltaiid banners hroaildisplayd, 
And, marching thrise in warlike ordinance, 
Thrisc lowtetl lowly to tk; noble Mayd.. 

The whiles shril trompets and loud clarions 
sweetly playd. 

VI 

Which doen, the doughty chalenger came 
forth, 

All arm’d to point, his clialcnge to abet : 
Gainst whom SirPriamond, with eqnall worth 
And cquall armes, himsclfc did forwanl sot. 

A trumpet blew ; they lioth together met 
With dreadfull force and furious intent, 
Carelesse of porill in their tiers affret, 

As if that life to lossc they hatl forelent. 

And cared not to siiarc that should be shortly 
spent. 

VII 

llight practickc was Sir Priamond in fight. 
And throughly skild in use nl' shield and speare; 
Me lease approved was Cambelloes might, 

Nc lease his skill in weapons did appehre; 
That hard it was to weene whicli harder were. 
Full many mightic strokes on cither side 
Were sent, that seemed death in them to beare; 
Hut they were both so watchfull and well eyde. 
That they avoyded were, and vainely by’ did 
siyde. 

VIII 

Yet one, of many, was so strongly bent 
Bv Priamond, that with unluckie glaiince 
Through Cambels shoulder it unwarely went, 
That forced him his shield to disadvaunce. 


Much was he gidcved with that gracclcssc 

c)13U11CjC f 

Yet from the wound no drop of blond there fell, 
But wondrous pninc, that did the more en- 
haunce 

His haiightie cmfrage to avengement fell : 
Smart daunts not mighty harts, but makespem 
more to swell. 


IX 

With that, his poynant speare he fierce aven- 
tred 

With doubled force close imdorneath his shield. 
That through the mayles into his thigh it en- 
tred, 

And. there arresting, readie way did yield 
For blond lo gush forth on the grassie field ; 
That he for pime himscllc n’ote right uprearc. 
But too and fro in great ama/emeht reel’d ; 
Like an old Oke, whose pith and sap is scare. 
At piifle of every storme doth stagger here 
and thcare. 

• ^ 

Whom so dismayd when Cambell had espidcr 
Againc he drove at him with double might, ^ 
'Phat nought mote stay the sleele, till in his 
The mortall point most cruelly empight; [side 
Whore fast infixed, whilest he’soughtby aight 
It forth to wrest, the staftc asunder brake. 
And left the head behinde ; with which des- 
f light 

lie all enrag’d his shivering speare did shake, 
And charging him afresh thus felly him be- 
spake. 

XI 

‘ Lo ! faitour, there thy meede unto thee take, 
The meede of thy mischalenge and abet. 

Not for tbine ow’ne, but for thy sisters sake, 
^a^'e I thus long thy life unto thee let : 

But to forbeare doth not forgive the dot.’ 

The wicked weapon heard his wrathfull vow. 
And. passing forth with furious affret, 
Pierstrthrongh his hever quite into his brow. 
That with the force it backward forced him to 
bow. 


XII 

Therewith asunder in the midst it brast. 

And ill his hand nought but the troncheon loft; 
The other halfe, behind yet sticking fast. 
f)ut of his headpeece Cambell fiercely reft. 
And iviih such furic hacke at him it heft, 
That making way unto his dearest life. 

His weasand-pipe it through his gorget cleft.. 
Thence streames of purjile blond issuing rife 
Let forth his wearie ghost, and made an end 
of strife. 
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XIII 

His yrearie ghost assoyld from fleshly band 
Did not, as others wont, directly fly 
Unto her rest in Plutoes griesly land ; 

Ne into ayre did vanish presently, 

Ne chaun'ged was into a starre in sky; 

But through traduction was eftsoones derived, 
Like as his mother ))rayd the Dostinic, 

Into his other brethren that survived, 

In whom he liv'd anew, of former life deprived. 

XIV 

Whom when on ground his brother next be- 
held. 

Though sotl and sorie for so heavy sight. 

Vet leave unto his sorrow did not yeeld. 

But rather stir’d to vengeance and uespight, 
Through secret feeling of his gen«rous spright, 
liusht licrcely forth the battell to renew. 

As in reversion of his brothers right ; 

And chalengiiig the Virgin as his dew, 

His foe was soone addrest ; the trompets fresh- 
ly blew. 

XV • 

With that they both together fiercely met. 

As if tliat each *mcnt other to devourc ; 

And with their axes both so sorely bet. 

That neither plate nor mayle, where as their 
powre [stowre, 

They felt, could once sustainc the nldeous 
But rived were like rotten wood asunder ; 
Whilcst through their rifts the ruddie Uoud 
did showre, 

And firedid flash, like lightning after thunder. 
Unit fild the lookers on attonce with ruth and 
wonder. 

XVI 

As when two Tygers prickt with hangers rage 
Have by good fortune found some beasts fvsh 
spoyle. 

On which they^ weene their famine to a.sswa^c. 
And gaine a feastfull guerdon of their toylc, 
Both falling out doc stirre up strifcfull biyiyle. 
And crucll battell twixt themselves doe make. 
Whiles neither lets the other touch the soyle. 
But eith'>r sdeignes with other to partake : 

So cruelly these Knights strove for that Ladies 
sake. 

xvii 

Full many strokes, that mortally were ment. 
The whiles were enterchaunged twixt them 
♦wo; 

Yet they were all with so good wariment 
Or warded, or avoyded and let goe, 

That still the life stood fearelesse of her foe ; 
Till Diamond, disdeigning long delay 
Of doubtfull fortune wavering to and fro. 


Resolv’d to end it one or other way. 

And heav’d his murdrous axe at him with 
mighty sway. 

XVTIT 

The dreadfull stroke, in ease it had arrived 
Where it was ment, (so deadly it was mont) 
The soulc had sure out of his Inxlie rived, 

And stinted all the strife incontinent: 

But Cambels fate that fortune did prevent ; 
For, seeing it at hand, he swarv’d as} de. 

And so gave way unto his fell intent ; 

Who, missing of themarke which he had eydo, 
Was with the force nigh feld, whilst his right 
foot did slyde. 

XIX 

As A^cn a V’lilture greedie of liis prify, 
Through hunger long that hart to him doth 
lend, 

Strikes at an Heron with all his bodies sway. 
That from his force seemes nought may* it 
I defend ; 

|T1ic warie fowle, that spies him toward bend 
I His dreadfull .souse, avoydes it, shunning light. 
And maketh him his wing in vainc to spend ; 
That with the weight of his owiie weeldlessc 
might • [ ereth flight, 

lie falleth nigh to ground, and scarse recov- 

XX 

Which faire adventure when Cambello spide. 
Full lightly, ere himselfc he could recowar 
From daungers dread to ward his naked side, 
He can let drive at him with all his power. 
And with his axe him smote in cvill hower, 
That from his shoulders (piite his head bereft: 
The headlesse tronke, as hecdlessc of that 
slower, 

StiKMl still awhile, and his fast footing kept, 
Till, feeling life to fayle, it fell, add deadly 
, slept. • 

XXI 

They vrhich that piteous spectacle beheld 
Were mucli amaz’d the headlesse tronke to see 
Stand up so long, and weapon vaine to weld, 
Unweeting of the Fates divine decree 
For lifes sudCession in those brethren three. 

For notwithstanding that one soule was reft, 
Yet had the bodie not dismembred bee, 

It would have lived, and revived eft; 

But, finding oo fit seat, the lifelessc corse it left. 

XXII 

It left; but tliat same soule which therein 
dwelt 

.Streight entring into Triamond him fild 
With double life and griefe ; which when he felt, 
As one whose inner parts had bene ythrild 

B2 
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With point of stcolc that close liis linrtbloiid 

I 

He lightly lopt out of his place of rest, j 

And rushing forth into the emptic field, | 
Against Camlx*llo fierccdy him addrest; [ prest. 
Who, him aflronting soo'ne, to light was roadie 

XXIII 

Well mote ye wonder how that noble Knight, 
After he liail so often wounded beene, 

Could stand on foot now 1o ri'iiew the fight: 
Itiit had ycHhen him forth advauncing scene, 
Some nowborne wight ye would him surely 
woone ; 

So fresh ho seemed and so fierce in sight : 

Like as^a Snake, Avhom Avearie Avinters tcene 
Hath Avorne \u nought, now feeling sommors 
might, 1 dight. 

Casts oil' his ragged skin and freshly doth him 

x\iv 

All was through A'crlue of the ring he wore; 
The which not onoly did not from him let 
One drop of bloud to fall, but did restore 
His Avoakned poAvers, and dulled spirits Avhet, 
Through working of tli^stono therein vset. 
Else how could one of eqiiall might wifti most. 
Against so many no lesse mightic met, 

Once thinke to mnloh throe such on equall cost. 
Three such as able A\erc to match a [missant 
host ? 

XX A-- 

Yet nought thereof Avas Triamond .idreddo, 
Ne desperate of glorious A'ictoric ; 

Hut sharpely him assayld, and sore bestodde 
With heapes of strokes, which ho at him let Hie 
As thicke as hoA lo forth poured fnirn the skio : 
lie stroke, hesoust, ho foynd, he hcAA'd,hc laslit, 
And did his yron brond so fast applie, 

'J'hat from the same the fierie sparkles tlasht, 
As fast as wiftcr-sprinklcs gainst a rocke ar# 
dasht. 

XXVT 

Much Avas Cambello daunted AA-ith his bloAves: 
So thicke they fell, and forcibly AAcro sent, 
That he Avas forst from daungor the throwes 
Jlacke lo retire, and someAvhat to relent, 

Till th' heat of his tierce furie ho had spent; 
Which when for Avant of breath gan to abate, 
He then afresh Avith new encouragement 
Did him assaA le, and mightily amate. 

As fast as IbrAA’ard erst now backward to 
retrate. 

XXA’II 

Like as the tide, that comes fh> th’ Ocean 
mayne, 

Flowes up the Shenan with contrarieforse, 
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And OA'cr-mling him in his oAviie rayne, 

DriA'Os backe the current of Ins kindly course. 
And makes it seeme to liaA’e some other sourae ; 
Ihit when the lloud is spent, then backe againc, 
His borrowed waters forst to redislaiurse, 
lie sends the sea his owiie aa'iIIi double gaine. 
And tribute eke withall, as to hi!» Sovepine. 

XXA’HI 

Thus did the hattell A-arie to and fro. 

With diA'orse fortune doubtfull to lie doomed: 
Noav this the bet lor had, now had his fo; 

Then lie halfe A'anqiiisht, then Ihc other seemed, 
Yet A'iotors both them seU’os ahvayes esteemed : 
And all the Avhile the disentrayled blood 
AdoAAmo their sides like litlc riA’crs scremed. 
That Avitll the Avasting of his vitall Hood, 

Sir Triamonil at last full faint and feeble stood. 

XXIX 

But Canibcll still more strong and greater 
grow, 

Nc felt his blood to Avast, no poAA'res empensht, 
ThroiigU that rings A'crtue, that Avith A'igour 
noAV 

Still when as he cnfoeblod was, him cherisht. 
And all his aa oiinds, and all his bruses gua<- 
risht ; [toyle, 

Ijiko as a Avilhered tree, through hu^ands 
Is often soeno lull fioshly to liaA'e fiorisht. 
And fruitfiill apples to liaA’o borne aiAhilc, 

As frobh as AAhon it fust aa^s planted in the 
• soyle. 

XXX 

Through which adA'untage, in his strength 
ho rose, 

And smi lo the other with so AA'ondrous might. 
That thiough the seaine, Avhich did his hau- 
berk close, 

Into hib ihroale and life it pierced quight, 
Tjjat downe he fell as dead in all mens sight ; 
Yet dead he avjis not, yet he sure did die, 

As all men do, that lose the liA'ing spright. 

So dkl one soule out of his bodio tlie 
Unto her natiA'e home from inortall miserio. 

XXXI 

But nathelesse, whilst all the lookers-on 
Him dead behight, as lu* to all appeaid, 

All unawares he started up anon, 

As one that had out of a droame bene reard, 
And fresh assayld his foe : avIid halfe aflTeanl 
Of til' uncouth sight, os he some ghost liad 
seene. 

Stood still amaz'd, holding his idle sweard; 
Till, haA’ing often by him stricken beene, 

He lorwd was to strike, and save himselfe 
from teene. 
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XXXII . 

Yel from thenceforth nmre warily he fought, 
As one in feare the Stygian gods t’ otfeiid, 

Ne followd on so fast, 'but rather sought 
Him selfe to save, and daunger to defend, 

Then life and labour both in vaiiie to spchd. 
Which Triamond perceiving weened sure 
He gan to faint toivard the battels end, 

And that he should not long on foote endure, 

A signe which did to him the victorie assure. 

XXXllI 

Whereof full blith eftsoones his mightiehand 
Uc heav'd on high, in mind with that same 
blow 

'I'u make an end of all tliat did withstand : 
Wliich Cambell seeing come was nothing slow' 
Him selle to save from that so deadly thiow ; 
And at that instant reaching forth his sweard 
Close undenieatb. his shield, that scarce did 
show'. 

Stroke him, as he his hand to strike upreard. 


So wearie both of fighting had their till, 

That life it selfe seciiid loathsome, and long 
safetie ill. 

XXXVII 

Whilst thus the case in doubtfull ballance 
hong, 

Unsure to whether side it would incline. 

And all mens eyes and hearts, which there 
among 

St(K)d gazing, filled were with rufiill tine 
And secret feare, to see their fat all fine, 

All suddenly the}' heard a troublfitis noyes, 
That seemd some perilous tumult to desine, 
Confusd with womens erics and sliouts of 
boyes, [noye.s. 

Such as the troubled Theatres oftinics an- 
• • 

W'XVIII 

Thereat the Champions both stood still a 
sfiace, 

To weeten w'hat that sudden clamour mciit: 
Lo! where they spyde Avith speedie whirling 


In th’ arm-pit full, that through.both sides.One in a chamt of straiinge furiiiraent [pace, 
the Avouiid apricard. ' low'ards (hem driving, like a stoimc out sent. 

•The eharet decked Avas in AAOiulrous Avizc 
With gold and inaiu’^ a gorgeous ornament, 
After*the Persian Monarks antique guizc. 
Such as the maker selfe could best by art de- 


XXXIV 

Yet still that direfull stroke kept on his Avay, 
And, falling heavie on Cambelloes crest, 
Strookc him so hugely that in sAvoAvne he lay. 
And in his head au hideous Avoutid imprest: 
And sure, had it not hapfiily found rest 
Upon tlie brim of his broilc-plated .shiefll. 

It Avonld have cleft his broine doAvne to his 
brest. 

So both at once fell dead uiwn the field, 

And each to other seemd the victorie to yield. 

x.\xv 

Which when as all the lookcrs-<»n beheW, 
They Aveeiied sure tlie Avarre Avas at an ei\d ; 
And Judges rose, and Marshals of tlie liclu 
Broke up the listes, their urmes away to rend ; 
And Canacec gan waylc her dearest ficiid. 

All suddenly they both upstarted light, [blend, 
The one out of the swownd. which him did 
The other breathing now another spright, 

And fiercely each assayliiig gun afresh to fight. 

XXXV I 

Long while they then continued in that Avue, 
As if but then the battell had begonne : 
Strekes, wounds, Avards, weapons, all they did 
despise, 

Ne either car’d to Avanl, or perill shonne, 
Desimus both to have the battell donne ; 

Ne either cared life to sa\’e or spill, [wonne. 


vi'ze. 

VXXIX 

And druAvuc it Avas (that wonder is to tell) 

Of two grim lyous, taken from (he woo«l. 

In Avliich their poAvre all others did exccll; 
Noav made forget their former cruell mooiI, 

1” obey their rulers host, us seemed good. 

And tlierein sate a Ladic, passing fairc 
And bright, that seemed borne of Angels 
brood, 

And, Avith her bcautie, bountie did compare, 
Whether of them in her .should have the greater 
share. • 

XL 

Thereto she learned Avas in Magickc leare. 
And all the artes, that subtill Avits discover. 
Having therein bene trained many a yeare. 
And well instructed by the Fay her m'other, 
Tliat m the same she farre exreld all other : 
Who understanding by her mightic art 
Of th’ cvill plight, in which her dearest brother 
Noav stood, came forth in hast to take his part, 
And pacifie the strife, which causd so deadly 
smart. 

XLI 

And as she passed through th’ unruly preaoe 
Of people, thronging thicke her to liehold. 

Her angrie teoine breaking their bonds of peace 


Ne which of them did wimie, ne which Avere, Great heapes of them, like sheepe in narrow fold, 


246 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


[book IV. 


For hant did over-runnp, in dust enrould: 
Tliat, tliurou^li rude confusion of the rout, 


And jiacing fairely forth did hid all hailc, 
"irst to her brother, whom she loved dcare, 


Some fearingshriekt, some Iwing harmed luiuld, 'That so to see him made her heart to quailc; 
Some laught lor sport, some did for wonder And next tot ’-anibell, whose ‘sail rucfulleheare 
shout, [ turnd to doiil.'Made her to chnpge her hew, and hidden love 

And some, that w'oiild sceme wise, I hci r w’onder 1 t’ appearc. 


In her right hand a rod <»f peace shee bore. 
About the which two Serpents weren wound, 
Kntrayled mutually 111 lovely lore. 

And by the ktiilcs together firmely bound. 
And biith were w'itb one olive garland erownd, 
Like to the rod Avhich Maias sonne doth wield. 
Wherewith the hellish liends he doth confound . 
And in her other hand a cup she hild, [lild. 
The which wai w’ith Nepenthe to the brim up- 

XLIII 


They lightly her rciiuit, (for small delight 
Thev had as’ then her long to enterf aine) 

And eft them turned both againe to fight : 
Which when she saw, dowiie on the bloudy 
plainc I amaine , 

Her sclfe she threw, and teares gan shod 
'Amongst her tcares immixiug jiraycrs meckc, 
'And with her pravers reasons, to restraine 
From bloiii^dy strife, and blessed peace to sceke, 
fiy all that "unto them vras dcare, did them 
boseekS, 

M.vm 


Nepenthe is a drinek of soverayne grace, 
Devized by the (bids, for to asawage 
Harts grief, and bitter gull away to chace, 
Which stirs up anguish and contentious rage: 
Instead thereof sw'eet peace and (juiet-agc 
It doth establish in the troubled mynd. 

Few men, but such ns aohpr arc and sage, 

Are by the tJods to drinek thereof assyiiu; 
lint such as driuck, et email hai)])iiicssc do fynd. 

xi.iv 

iSuch famous men, such worthies of the earth. 
As .love will have advaunced to the skie, 

And there made gods, though borne of inortall 
berth, 

For their high ineritH and great dignitic, 

Arc w'ont, before they may to heaven flic, 

To drincke hereof, whereby all cates forepast 
Are washt away quite from their memorie. 

So did those oldc Heroes hereof tiuste. 

Before that they in blissc amongst the Gods 
were pla'Ae. 

xi.v 

M uch more of price and of more gratious powrc, 
Is this, then that same water of Ardenne. 

The which Rinnldo drunck in hnppie howre, 
D'* 8 cribed bv that famous Tuacanc penne : 

Fur that had might to change the hearts of men 
Fro love to hate, a change of evill choise : 

But this doth hatred make in love to brenne, 
And heavy heart with comfort doth rejoyce. 
Who would not to this vertiic rather ye^d his 
voice ? 

xi.vi 

At last arriving by the listos side, 

Shee with her r jd did softly smite the raile, 
Which straight flew o|)c, and gave her way to 
Eftaoones out of her C()(di she gau availe, [ ride. 


But ivhen as all might iioiiglit with them 
)invailc, [wand. 

Shee Hinotc them lightly with her powrcfull 
'I'hcn siuh^'iily, us if their hearts did faile, 
Tlieir wrathfiill blades duwne fell out of their 
hand, 

And they, like men astonisht, still did stand. 
'J'liUh ivhilest their minds were doubtfully dis* 
fraught. 

And mighty spirites bound with mightier hand, 
Her golden cup to them for drmkc shcraught, 
Whereof, full glad for thirst, ech drunk an 
4 iarly draught ; 

xi.ix 

Of which w) soone as they once lasted had. 
Wonder it is that sudden change to see: 
Instead of sirokes, each other kissed gl.ad, 

And lovely haiilst, from feare of treason free, 
And plighted hands for ever friends to be. 
\yheit all men sawthis sudden change ofthiiigs, 
So mortall foes so friendly to agree, 

For passing joy, which so great inarvaile brings, 
They all gan shout aloud, that all the heaven 
vings. 

I. 

All which when gentle Canacee beheld, 

111 hast she from her lofty chaire descended, 

To weet what sudden tidings was befeld : 

^ here when she saw that crucll w'ar so ended, 
And deadly foes so faithfnllv affrended, 

In lovely wise she gan that'Lady greet, 
Winch hud so great dismay so well amended : 
And, entertaining her witli curt’sies meet, 
Profest to her true friendship and affection 
sweet. 

LI 

1 huB w'hen they all acconled goodlv were, 
The trumpets sounded, and they all"an»eb 
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Thoncc to depart with glcb and gladsome i-** 

chcre. 1 Where making joyous feast theire dales they 

Those warlike champions both together chose 1 In perfcctlove.devoide of hatefull strife, [spent 
Homeward to march, themselves there to, Allide with bands of mutuall couplement; 

repose : • For Triamond had Canacee to wife, 

And wise Cambina, taking by her side , With whom he ledd a long and happic life; 

Fairc Canacee, as fresh as morning rose. And Caml)el tooku Cambina to his fere. 

Unto her Coch remounting, home did ride, .The which as life were to each other liefe. 

Admir'd of all the people and much glori- So all alike did love, and loved were, [clswlicre. 
tide. I Thai bince their dayes such lovera were not found 

• 


CANTO IV. 

Batj^nc makes a Turneyment 
For love of Flontnclli: 
liritomart winnes the prize from all, 
And Artcgall doth quell. 


It often fols, (as here it earst befell) 

That mortall foes doe turne to faithfull frcnd'> 


IV 


Yet nigh approching he them fowlc bc- 
piike, 


And friends profest arc chnungik to locmeni l>isgracing tliem, him selfe thereby to grace, 
fell . ■“ 1 As Avas his wont : so weening way to make 

The cause of both, of both their minds depends, Ladies love, where so he came in place. 
And th’ end of both likeivise of both (heir* And,with lewd tenues their lovers to deface. 
For enmitic, that of no ill proceeds [ends:! Whose sharpe provokement them incenst s 


so 


sore, 


But of occasion, vrith th’ occasion ends ; . , , 

And friendship, which a faint affection breeds [ That both were bent t avenge his usage base. 


Without 

seeds. 


regard of good, dves like ill grounded i And gan their shields addresse themselves 
jtls. ' • I afore: [bore. 

I For cvill deedes may better then bad words be 


That well (me seeines) appeares, by that of| 
lute 

Twixt Cambell and Sir Triamond befell, 

As als by this, that now a new debate 
Stird up twixt Blandamnur and Paridell, 

The Avhich by course befals me here to tell : 
Who having tbose two other Kiiighls e.^»i<le 
Marching afore, as ye remember wpll, • 
Sent forth theii Squire to have them both do 
cridc, 


Rut fairc Cambina with perswnsions myld 
Did mitigate the licrcencsse of their mode, 
"Fhat for the present they were reconcyld, 

And gan to treate of deeds of armes nbrode, 
.\nd strange adventures, all the way they 
rode : 

Amongst the Avhich thejr toM, as theu befell, 

1 do*»- Of that great tuniey which was blazed brode, 

I side. that rich girdle of fairc Florirncll, 


And eke those masked Ladies riding them be- The prize of her Avhich did in beautie most 

! excell. 


in I VI 

Who backe returning told, as he had scene, } To whidi folke-mote they all with one con- 
That they were doughtie knights of dreaded* sent, 

name^ 1 Sith each of them his Ladic had him by, 

AmKhose two Ladies their two loves unseene; Whose beaucic each of them thought cx- 
And therefore wisht them without blot or cel lent, 

blame Agreed to travell, and their fortunes try. 

To let them passe at will, for dread of shame. ' S«) as they passed forth they did espy 
But Blandamour full of vainglorious spright. One in bright armes, with ready speare in rest, 
And rather stird by his discordfiill Dame, ;That toward them his course seem’d to apply : 
Upon them gladl}' would have prov'd his might, Gainst whom Sir Paridell himselfe addrest. 
But that he yet was sore of his late lucklesse'.llim weening, ere he nigh approcht, to have 
fight. I represt. 
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Which th’ other scciiii^ gan liis course relent, But Cambell thus did shut up all in jest : 
And vaunted 8] icare eftiooiics to disadvaunce, ‘ Brave Knights and Ladies, ccrto*», ye doe 
As if he naught hut peace and plcaHiirc ment, wrong 

Now falne into their fellowship by chance : j'p„ stirre up strifo, Avhen most us needeth rest, 
Whereat they shewed curteoiis cuuntcnaunce.''i’jiat we may us n‘ser\’e both fre-sh and strong 


So as he rode with Ihein aceoni{)auide, 

His roving eie did on the Lady glauncc 
Which Blaiidamour had riding by his side : 


Against the Tiiriieinieiit which i** not long,! 
When who so list to tight may light hfe till : 
'fill then your challenges yc may prolong ; 


Whom sure he weend, that he soine-wher to-! And thcii it shall he tried,' if yc will 


fore hud cide. 


It was to weete that snowy Florimell, 


Whether shall have the Hag, or hold the Lady 
still.’ 

Xlll 


Which Ferrau late from Braggadochio wonne: They all agreed: so, turning all to game 


Whom he now seeing, her rememhred well, 
How having re|Tt her from the wilches sonne, 


And pleasaunt hord, tlu'y past forth on their 

way^ 


He soonc her lost : wherefore he now hcgifnne And all thal >v]iilc, where so they rode or came, 


J’o challenge her anew, as liis owiie ]iri/e, 
\Vhom formerly he had in hattell wonne. 
And proffer made by force her to reprizc : 


That masked iftock-kiiight was their sport and 
play. 

Till that at length, upon th’ apfKiintcd day 


\Vhich scorncfull offer Dlandainour gau soonc Unto the place ol tumeyment they came ; 


despize ; 


VV’here they Iw'lorc them found in fresh aray 
Maiiicahrave knight and manicadaiiiticdanie, 
AndKiid, ‘ Sir KliiKht,'aiU.yc this Lady rfamc, A»<cmbloil Tor to get tho houour of Ihot gome. 
Whom he that hath were loth to lose so light, 

(For so to lose a Lady wed. great shame> . ^ 

Yec shall her winne, as 1 have done, in fight : There this tairc crewe arriving did divide 
And lo ! shoe shall he pLaced here in sight, Them selves asunder: Blandamour with those 

Together with this Hag beside her sot,, Uf his on th’ oiie, the rest on th’ other side. 


There this tairc crewe arriving did divide 
Them selves asunder: Blandamour with those 
Of his on th’ oiie, the rest on th’ other side. 


That who so ivinnes her m.ay her have by right: Uut boastful Braggadochio rather chose, 

But he shall have the H.ag that is ybet, i^’or gloric vaine, their lelloAvsnip to lose. 

And with her alwaics ride, till he another get.’ That nftii on him the more might gaze alone. 

'Fhe rest themselves in troupes did else dispose, 
^ Like as it seemed best to cverv' one ; 

mi i /r 1 1 11 knights 111 couples marcht with ladies 

Tl.at offer jilcMC.UlUl.c^ Unektattonc. 

So Florimell with Ate forth was brought, 

At which they all gaii laugh full merrily : av 

But Braggadochio a.aid, he. never thought Then first of all forth came Sir Sat vrane, 

lor Mich ail Uw, that miuicl vaae then iVarinR Ihiil prccioiw rrlicko in an arkr 

.nought, ' . i^ltriiiih that bad cycamipht it niitimiithanci 

Ilia nnraon tu OTpcrill no in hslit; U'l.ich ilnnviiiK anfdy forth out of tl c darkc. 

But It to matah that l.ai y tl|cy had Miiisht ,|o tliat all men it moto market 

Another hk^ that » rre like laire and hngh , a KorKeoua girdle, curioiislv iimboat 
Hialifehetheuwould spend to jusUhelin, right, with pcarlc and predous sUine, worth mnnva 

„ ^ niorke ; 

XI ^ et did the workmanship farro pa.s8e the cost : 

At which his vaine excuse they all gau smile, ramc which lately Florimel Iiad lost. 

As scorning his unmanly cowardizc : 

And Florimell him fowly g.an revile. xvi 

'I’hat for her sake refus’d to entcrjirize The same aloft he hung in open vew 

The hattell, offred in so knightly wize : To be the prize of beautie and of micllt • 

And Ath eke provokt him privily The which eftsoones discovered, to it drew 

With love of her, ami shame of such mesprize. The eyes of all, allur’d with close deliirliL 
But nought he ctr’d for friend or eneniv. And hearts quite robbed with so fflorioVis sifrht 
•For in base mind nor fnend&hin dwcls nor That all men threw out vowes and wishes vam^ 
e«™ity . Thrise happie Ladie, and thriae hanni^ Lni^hr 


The same aloft he hung in open vew 
To be the prize of beautie and of might ; 

1 he which eftsoones discovered, to it drew 


And hearts quite robbed with so glorious sight, 
I hat all men threw out vowes ami wishes vain^ 
Ihnse happie Ladie, and thrise happie knight, 
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Them seemd that could so goc^dly riches gainejAnd after him Sir Palimord forth prest : 

So worthic of the perill, worthy of the painc. |But none of them against his strokes could 

stand, 

But, all the more, tlie more his praise iiicrest : 
For cither they were left iippun the land, 

Or went away sore wounded of his haplcssc 
hand. 


Then tookc the bohl Sir Satyranc in hand 
An huge great speare, such .is he w'ont to wield. 
And, vanneing forth from all the other band 
Of knights, addrest !iis maKlcn-hcadcd shield. 
Shewing him selfe all ready for the held, 
(lainst whom there singled* from the other side 
A Painim knight that well in armes was skild, 
And had in many a battcll oft bene tride, 
Iliglit Bruncheval the bold, who fiersly forth 
did ride. 

XVIII 

So furiously they both together mT*t, 

That neither could the others foRC sustainc ; 
As two fierce Buis, that strive the rule to get 
Of all the heard, mecto with so hideous maine. 
That both rebutted tumble on the plaine : 

So these Uvo champions to the ground were 
feld, 

Whore in a maze they both did long remaine, 
And in their hands their idle tronchcons held. 
Which neither able were to wag, or once to 
weld. 


Which w'hen the noble Ferramont espide. 

He pricked forth in ayd of Satyran ; 

And him against Sir Blandamour did ride 
With all the strcngtli and stifnesse that Be can. 
But the more strong and stitlely that he ran, 
So much more sorely to the ground he fell, 
That on an hcape were tumbled horse and man : 
Unto -whose rescue forth rode I’aridell ; 

But him likewise with that same speare he eke 
did quell. 

XX • 

Which Braggadocchio bcoiiig had no willi 
To hasten greatly to his parties ayd, 

Albec his tunic were next ; but 'stood there 
still, • 

As one that seemed duubtfull or dismayd. 

But Triamond, halfc wroth to .sec him staid. 
Sternly stept forth and raught aw’ay his speare. 
With which so sore he Ferramont assoid. 

That horse and man to ground he quite did 
ueare, ^ fupreare. 

That neither could in hast themselves againe 


Which to avenge Sir Devon him did dight, 
But with no iH'tter fortune then the rest : 

For him likewise he quickly duwnc did smight, 
Aud after him Sir Douglas him addrest. 


And now bj’ this Sir Satyraiie abruid 
Out of the sw'owne, 111 which too long he lay ; 
And looking round about, like one dismaid, 
Wlien as he saw the mercilesse affray 
Which doughty Triamond had wrought that 
day 

Unto tli(‘ noble Knights of Maidenhead, 

His mighty heart did almost rend in tway, 
For \lTy gall, that rather wholly dead 
ilimsclfe he wislit have bcene, then in so bad 
a stead. 


Kftsooncs he gan to gather up around 
His weapons wiueh lay scattered all abrode. 
And, as it fell, his steed he ready found ; 

On whom remounting fiercely forth he rode, 
hike sparkc of fire that from the andvile glodc, 
ThercVliere he sawithc valiant Triamond 
Ohasing, and laying on them heavy lode, 

That none his force w-cre able to W'itbstond, 

So dreadfiiU were his strokes, so deadly was 
his bond. 


W^itb that, at him his beam-like speare ho 
nimed, 

Aud thereto all bis pmver and might applide: 
The >\icked steele, for miscliiefc first or- 
dained, 

And having now misfortune gut fur guide. 
Staid not till it arrived m his side, 

And therein made a very grie,|ly -wound, 

That streames ofliloiKl his armour all bedide. 
Much was he daunted with that d i ref ullstound, 
That searse he him upheld from falling m a 
swound. 


Yet, .IS he might, hiinselfe he soft withdrew 
Out of the ficl^ that none perceiv’d it plaine ; 
Then gan the part of Ghaleiigcrs anew 
To range the field, and victurlike to raine, 
That none against them battcll durst main- 
mine . 

By that the gloomy evening on them fell, 
That forced them from lighting to refraine, 
And trumpets sound to cease did them compell : 
So Sat^raue that day was judg’d to beare the 
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The inorniw next tlic Turney ffiin anew : 

Ami with the first the hardy Satyranc 
Appear'd in jdacc, with all his in)l)le crew: 

On th’ other side full many a M'arlikc swaine 
Assembled were, that glorious firi/.e to gaine. 
lint mongst them all was not Sir 'J'namond, 
Unable he new hat tell to darraine. 

'I'hrough grievaniiee of his late received wound, 
That doubly did him grieve when so himselfe 
he found. 

XXVI I 

Which Oambell seeing, though he could not 
salve, 

Ne done undoo, yet, for to salve his name 
And purchase, honour in his friends behq^ve, 
This goodly cuunterfesaunce he <lid frame : 
The shield and amies, well knuwnc to be the 
same 

Which Triamond had worne, unwarcs to wight 
And to his friend nnwist, fur doubt of blame 
If he misdid, he on himselfe did diglit, 

That none could him discernc ; and so went 
forth to fight. 


xx^ilI • 

'riicrc Satyrane Lord of the field he found, 
Triumphing in great joy and jolity. 

Gainst whom none able was to stand on 
gnnind ; 

'I’liat much he gan his glorie to envy. 

And cast t’ avenge his friends indignity. 

A mightic speare eftsoones at him he bent ; 
Who, seeing him come on so fiiriouNly, 

Met him mid-way with equall hardiinent, 
That forcibly to' ground they both together 
went. 

xxi\ 

'Hiey up agniiiv them seh cs can lightly rcarc, 
And to their tryi*d .swords them .selve.s Indake; 
With which tiic}- wrought such wondrous 
marvels there, 

That all the rest it did amazed make, 

Ne any dar'd their pcrill to ]iartake ; 

Now cuflling close, now chacing to^nd fro. 
Now hurtling round advantage for to take : 

A.S two wild Hoares together grapling go, 
Chuuflng and foming cholcr each against his 
fo. . 

XXX I 


Which vauntage Cambell did pursue so fast, 
That, ere him sclfe he had recovered well, 

So sorc he sow.st him on the compast creast, 
That forced him to leave his loftic sell, 

And rudely tumbling downe under his horse- 
feete fell. 

X.\M * 

I.ightly Canibello leapt downe from his steed 
For to have rent hi.s shield and arnies away. 
That whylome wont to be the > ictots meed ; 
VVhen all unwares he felt an hideous sway 
Of many swords that lode on him did lay. 

An hundred knights had him enclosed round, 
To rescue Satyrane out of his pray, 

All which at 'once huge strokes on him did 
porad, [on ground. 

In hope to t^e him prisoner, where he stood 

xxxii 

He wifh their multitude was nought di.smayd. 
Hut with stout courage turnd upon them all, 
Aiiduith his brondiron round about him layd; 
Of which he dealt large alines, as did befall : 
Like as al.ion, that by chaiinee doth fall 
Into the hunters t()ile,’doth rage ami rore, 

In royall hciart disdaining to be thrall. 

But all in vaine: for what might one do more? 
They have him taken captive, though it grieve 
him sorc. 

xxxiu 

Whereof when newes toTriumond wa.s brought 
Theresas he lay, his wound he sooiie forgot. 
And starting up streightfor his armour sought: 
In vaine he sought, for there he found it not; 
Canibello it away before had got. 

Cambelloes armes therefore he on him threw, 
And lightly issewd forth to lake hi.s lot. 

Then* he in troupe found all that n arlike crew, 
Leading 1 Is friend away, full soric to his vew. 

. x.wiv 

Iiiio the thickest of that knightlv preassc 
lie thrust, and smote dowuc all that was be- 
itwccne, 

Caried w ith fervent zealc : iie did he ceasse. 
Till that he eaine where he had Cambell secne 
Like captive thral two other Knights atweene: 
There he amongst thein cruell liavockc makes, 
That they, which lead him, soonc enforced bccnc 
lo let him loose to suve their proper stakes, 
Who, being freed, from one a weapon ticrcelv’ 
takes. 


So as they courst, and luriieyd here and xxxv 

thcare, v . ^ them with drcadfull 

It chaunst Sir Satyrane his steed at last, might, 

Whether through foundriiig or through sodein Both in remembrance of bis friends late harme, 
leare, *’®''engement of his owiie despight; 

To stumble, that lus rider nigh lie cast; jSo both together give a new allarme, 
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CANTO IV.] 

As if but now the batfcll wexed warme. I xl 

As wlieii two RreedyWolves doe breakc by force [i(.^ his first incommiiig, charg’d his snore 

Into an heard, fnrre from the husband farme. ■ him that lirst apjieared in his sight; 

They siwile and ravine without all renmrse ; i'n,at was to weel tiie stout Sir Sangliere, 

So did these two through all the field their, who well was knoweii to be a valiant Knight, 
foes enforce. Ajiprovcd oft in inauy a pcrlous light. 

linn at the first encounter duwne lie smote, 
And overbore bevond liin croiiper quight ; 
Fiercely they followd on their bolde einiirize,' And after liim another Knight, that hote 
Till trumpets sound did warne them all to rest; Sir Brianor, so sore that none him life behote. 
Then all w'ith one consent did veeLd the onzej 
To Triamond and Cambell as the liest. 

But Triamond to Cambell it rclest, 

And Cambell it to Ti lamond traiisietd, 

F^ch labouring t’ advance the others gest. 

And make his praise before his oviwe preferd : 

So that the doume was to another dav differd. 


XXXV 


XXXVII 

The last day came, w'hcn all those knightes 
againe 

Assembled were their deedes of annes to slnnv. 
Full many deedes that day were sliewed plainc ; 
But Satyrane, hove all tlie other crew. 

His woiidrous worth declared in all mens view, 
For from the first he to the last endured : 

Aud though some while Fortune from him 
withdrew, 

Yet evermore his honour he reeured, [sured. 
And with unwearied powrc his ])arty still as- 

XXXVIll • 

Nc W'as there Knight that ever thought of 

ai mes, [knuweii ; 

But that his utmost pruw'esse there made 
Tliat, by their many wounds and carelessei 
harmes, * [strowen,! 

By shivered sjieares, and sw'orils idl under 

By scattered shields, w’as easic to be slum'en. 
'I’herc might ye see looic steeds qt ra^dun 
ronne. 

Whose lucklcsse riders late w'erc overthrow'en , 
And squiers make hast to helpe theif Lords 
fordontie. [w oiine ; 

But still the Knights of Maidenhead the better 

XX.XIX 

Till that there entered on the other side 
A strauiiger knight, from whence no inaii could 
Teed, 

In qiiyent. disguise, full hard to be dcscride : 
For ‘ail his armour w'as like salvage w'ced 
With woody mosse bedight, and ^1 his steed 
With oaken loaves attrapt, that seemed fit 
For salvage wight ; and thereto well agreed 
His word, which on his ragged shield was writ, 
Salvagewe aumjmtne^ shewing secret wit. 


Then, ere Ins hand he reard, he overthrew 
Seven Knights, one after other as they came : 
And, when bis speare was brust, his sword he 
drew, 

The Instrument of w'rath, and with the same 
Far’d like a lyon in his bloodie game, 

Hewing and slashing shields and helmets 
bright, 

And beating downewhat ever nigh him eamc, 
That, eveiy one gan shun his dnsadfull sight, 
No lessc then death it selfe, in daungcrous af- 
fright. 

XI.II 

Muq)i wondred allemen what or whence he 
came, 

That did amongst the troit];^s so tyrannize. 
And each of other gan 'inquire bis name. 

But when they coiud not Icaine it by no wize, 
Most answerable to bis w'yld disguize 
It seemed him to termc the Salvage Knight; 
But ccrics his right name was otherwize. 
Though knownc to few, that Arthcgallhehight, 
The doughtiest knight that liv’d that day, and 
must of might. 

XL111 

Thus was Sir Satyrane with all his band 
By his si)le inunhood and atehievement stout 
Dismay'd, that uoneof tl>em iiVfielddurst stand. 
But beaten were and chased all about. 

So lie continued all tliat day throughout, 

Till evening that the Suniie gan downward 
bend. 

Then ruslied forth out of the thickest rout 
A strangA knight, that did his ^luric shend : 
So nought may be cstcciiied huppic till the cud. 

xi.iv 

lie at his entrance charg'd his powrcfull 
speare 

At Arlegall, in iniddest of his pryde. 

And therewith smoU' him on his Umbrierc 
So .sore, that tumbling baeke he downc did 
Over bis horses taile above a stryde ; [ slyde 

Whence litle lust he had to rise againe : 
Which Cambell seeing much the samceuvyde, 
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And ran at him with all his might and mainc ; • xlvii 

lint shortly was likewise seenc lying on the Like ns in sommers day, when raging heat 
plaine. Doth bumf the earth and boyled rivers drie, 

XL V i That all brute beasts, iorst to refraiue fro meat, 

Whereat full inly wroth was 'i'riuiiiond, Doe hunt for shade, where shrowded they may 
And cast t’ avenge the shame doen to his lie, 

freend : And, missing it, fainc from themselves to flie ; 

Hut by his Iriciid himsclfe eke soone he fond j All travellers tormented are with paine : 

In 110 Icssc ncede of lielpc then him he weeiid. A watry cloud doth overcast the skie. 

All which when Hlandainoiir from end to end ' Ainl poureth forth a b\idden shourc o^' raiue, 
Heheld, he woxe therewith disjilf used sore, jTliat all the wretched world recomforteth 
And thouglitrin mind it shortly to amend : j againc. 

His spcarc he feutred, and at him it bore, j 

Hut with no better fortune then 1 he rest afore. \ lmi i 

j So di<l the nurlike Britomart restore 
XLVi IThe prize knights ol Maydenhoad that day. 

Full many others at him likewise ran, • t Which else was like to have bene lost, and 

Hut nil of them likewise dismounted were ; ! bore 

Nc certes wonder, for no iwwre of man .Tlie prayse (>f prowesse from them all away. 

(k)uld bide the force of that enchaunted spcarc. Then shrilling troniiHds loudly gan to bray. 
The w'hich this famous Hritomart did beare ; And bad them leave their labours and long 
With which she wondrous deeds ol arms toylc 

atchieved, To joyous Jpast and other gentle play. 

And overthrew what ever came her neure, 1 Where beauties prize ahold win that pretiuus 
Tliat all those striuiger knights full sore' spoyle; 

agrieved, ^ fl^vod. Where I with sound of trorope will also rest 

And that late weaker boiiu of chalengers re- a whylc. 


CANTO V. * 

The Loihcs tor the ginllc strive 
Of t anions Flomncll : 

Sciidamour, conimitig to Cares House, 
Dotli sleeix! from him cxpell. 


I 

It hath bene through all ages ever seciie. 
That with the pikisc of amies and ehcvalnc 
The prize of beautic still hath jnyiied heeiic ; 
And that for reasons speciall privitie. 

For either doth on other mueh relic. 

Fur he, me seemes, must tit the fairc to serve, 
That can her best defend from villeipe; 

And she most tit his service doth deserve, 
That fairest is, and from her faith will never 
swerve. 

II 

So fitly now here cotnmetli next in place, 
After the proofc of prowesse cndcil well, 

The controvcise of beauties sovoraine grace; 
In W'hich, to her that doth the most exccll, 
Shall fall the girdle of faire Florimell : 

,That many wish to win for glorie vaiiie, 

*And not for rertuouB use, wlu;^ some doe tell 


.That florin.!,- belt did in it selfc eoiitaine, 
j Whicli Ladies oiiglit to love, and scckc for to 
• obtainc. 

HI 

That ffiidlc gave tlic vertue of chast love, 
And wiveliood true, to all that did it beare ; 
But whosoever contraric doth prove, 

Might not the same about her middle w eare, 
Hut it would loose, or else asunder tearc. 
Whilomc it wa.s (as Faeries w’ont report) 
Dame Venus girdle, by her steemed dcure 
What time she usd to live in wively sort. 

But layd aside wlicn so she usd her looser sport 

IV 

husband Vulcan whyloine for her .sake, 
When litst he loved her with heart entire, 

Ihis pretious ornament, they say, did make, 
And wrought in Lemno with unqueuched fire; 
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And afterwards did for her loves first hire 
Give it to her, for ever to rehiainc. 
Therewith to bind lascivious desire, 

And loose affections streightly to restrune ; 
Which vertue it for ever after did retaine. 


The same one day, when she her selfc disp(»d 
To visile her beloved Paramonre, 

The (rod of warre, she from her middle loosd, 
And left behind her in her secret bowre 
On Acidahan mount, where many, an howrc 
She with the pleasant Graces wont to play. 
There Florimcll, in her first ages flowre, 

Was fostered by those Graces, (as they say) 
And brought with her from thence that goodly 
licit away. % 

VI • 

That goodly belt was Cestiis bight by name, 
And as her life hy her esteemed deare* 

No wonder then, if that to winne the same 
So many Ladies sought, ns shall appeare ; 

For pcarelesse she w'as thought that did i 
beare. • 

And now by this their feast all being ended, 
The judge-, which thereto selected were. 

Into the Martian field adowne descended 
To deeme this doutfull case, for which they 
all contended. 

VII 

But first was question made, which of those 
Knights , 

That lately tiirncyd had the wager womic : 
There was it judged, by those worthie wiglits, 
That Satyrane the first day best had doniie 
For he last ended, having first begonne. 

The second was to Triamond beliight, 

For that he sav’d the victour from fonlonne ; 
For Gambell victour was in all mens sight, 

Till by mishap he in his focmens hand did 
light. % . 

VIII 

The third dayes prize unto that straiinger 
Knight, • [speare. 

Whom all men term’d Knight of the liebene 
To Britomart was given by good right ; 

For that with puissant stroke she duwne did 
beare 

The Salvage Knight that victour was whilcarc. 
And all the rest which had the best afore, 
And to the last unconquer’d did appeare ; 

For lust is deemed best. To her therefore 
The fayrest Ladie was adjudgd for Paramore. 

IX 

But thereat greatly grudged Arthcgall, 

And much lepynd, that both of victors ineede 


, And eke of honour she did him forestall, 
j Yet mote he not withstand wdiat wasdeereede, 
But inly thought of that despightfull deede 
Fit time t’ awaite avenged for to bee. 

'Phis being ended thus, and all agreed, 

Then next ensew’d the Paragon to see 
Of beauties praise, and yeeld the fayrest her 
due fee. 


Then first Cambello brought into their view 
Ilis fairc Cambina, covered with a veale ; 
Which, being once withdrawn^ most perfect 
hew 

And passing bcautie did eftsoones reveale, 

'I'hat able was wcakc harts away to steale. 
Next did Sir Triamond unto their sight 
The face of his denre Canacee^unheale ; 

WAosc beauties benme eftsoones did shine so 
bright, flight. 

That daz'd the eyes of all as with exceeding 

XT 

And after her did Paridell produce 
Ilis false Duessa, that she might be scene; 
Who with her forged beautie did seduce 
The hearts of some that fairest lier did weene, 
As diverse w'its aQgcted divers becne. 

Then did Sir Ferramont unto tliem shew 
Ilis Lticida, tliat was full faire and shecne; 
And after these an hundred Ladies inoe 
Appear’d in place, the whicli each other did 
outgoe. 

XII 

All which who so dare thinke for to enchace, 
Him iiecdeth sure a golden pen, I weene, 

'I'o tell the feature of each goodly face : 

For, since the day that they created beene, 

S»> many heavenly faces were not seene 
Assembled in one place : iic he that thought 
For Chian folke to pourtraict beauties Queene, 
By view' of all the fairest t\|^ him brought, 

$0 many faire did see as here he might have 
sought 

XIII 

At last, the most redoubted Britonesse 
Her lovely Amoret did open shew ; 

Whose face, discovered, plainely did expresse 
The heavenly pourtraict of bright Angels hew, 
\yell w'eened all, which her that time didvew, 
1'hat she should surely beare the bell away ; 
Till Blandamour, ivho thought he hod the trew 
And ver)' Florimell, did her display, 

The sight of whom once seene did all the rest 
dismay. 

XIV 

For all afore that seemed fayre and bright^ 
Now base and contemptible did appeare, 
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Compar’d to her that slione as Phebcs light jLikewinc assayd to prove that girdles powre; 
Amongst the lesser starres in evening cleare j And, liavirig it about her middle set, 

All that her saw with wonder ravi.slit weare, 1 Di.l lind it lit witlioiiten breach or let. 

And weend no mortal] ereatun'she slioiild bee.i VV'hereat the rest gan greatly to envie, 

But some celestiall shape that flesh did bearc : Hut Florimell exceedingly did fret, 

Yet all were glad there Florimell to see, | And snatching from her hand hallo angrily 
Yet thought that Floiimell was not so faire as jThe belt agninc, about her boily gan it tie. 
shoe. ' * 


As guilcrull Goldsmith that by secret skill 
With golden foyle, doth finely over-spr(‘d 
Some bn^er mutall, which commend he will 
Unto the vulgar for good gohl iiistcd, 

He much more goodly glosse thereon doth shed 
To hide his lalshood.'then if it were trew : 

So hard this Tdole was to lie ared, 

That Florimell her selfe in all mens vow 
She seem’d to pas'.e : so forged things <lu Pur- 
est shew. 

XVI 

Then was that golden belt by doome of all 
fTi'auntcd to her, as to the fayrest Dame. 


Yet nathemorc wtaild it her bodie fit ; 
j Yet nathelcsse to her, as her dew right. 

It yielded was by them that judged it: 

And she her selfe adjudged to the Knight 
That bore the llcbene spcaie, as wonne in 
fight. 

Hut Hritomart would not thereto assent, 

Ne her owii^ Amoret forgoc so light [ derment 
For lhat stranjire Dame, whose Uviutics won- 
She lesse esteem'd then th’ others vertuous 
government. 

XXI 

Whom when the rest did see her to refuse, 


Which being brought, about her middle small j They were full glad, in hope themselves to get 
They thought to gird, as best it her bt'came, ' 

Hut by no meanes they could it thereto Iranie ; 

For, ever as they fasthed it, it loos'd 
Ami fell away, ns feeling s^ret blame. , 

Full oft about her west she it enclos’d, 

And it as oft was from about her wast disclos’d : 


XVII 

That all men wondred at the uncouth sight. 
And eacJi one thought as to their fancies (*amc. 
But she her selfe did thinke it doen forspight. 
And touched was w’ith secret wrath ami shame 
Therewith, os thing deviz’d her to ilcfaine. 
Then many other Ladies likewise tride 
About their tender lomes to knit the same ; 
But it would not on none ol' them abide, 

But when tlie\ thought it fast, eftsoones it w'as 
uiitido. 

<1 XVIII 

Which when that scomcfull Squire of Dames 
did vew. 

He lowdly gan to laugh, and thus to jest; 
‘Alas! for pittie that so faire a crew, 

As like can not be secne from Fast to, West, 
Cannot find one this girdle to invest. 

Fie on the man that did it first in\ cut 
To shame us all with this Uiujirt vnblest! 

Let never Ladic to his love assent. 

That hath this day so maiiy so unmanly 
shent.' 

XIX 

Thereat all Knights gan laugh, and Ladies 
lowre : 

'Pill that at lost the gentle Amoret 


her I 

Yet at her choice they all did greatly muse. 
But, after that, the judges did arret her 
Unto the second best that lov’d her better ; 
That was the Salvage Knight: but he was 
gone. 

In groat dis]>leasure that he could not get her. 
Then was she judged Triamond his one ; 

But Triamond lov’d Canacee, and other none. 


Tho unto Satyran she was adjudged. 

Who was right glad to gainc so goodly meed: 
But Blandamour thereat full greatly gnidgcil. 
And litle prays’dhis labours cvill speed, 

That for to viniie the saddle lost the steed. 

Ne lesaa thereat did Paridell complaine, 

Aqd thought t’appealc from that which was 
decreed 

To single combat with Sir Satyranc : 

Thereto dum Atb stinl, new discord to main- 
taine. 

XXIII 

And eke, with these, full many other 
Knights ^ 

She through her wicked working did incense 
Her to demaund and chalenge as their rights. 
Deserved for their perils recompense, [tense, 
Amongst tlie rest, wiih bo.astlull vaine pre- 
Stept Braggadochio forth, and ns his thrall 
Her claym’d, by him in battell wonne long 
sens ; 

>\ hereto her selfe he did to witnesso call; 

»\ ho, being askt, accordingly confessed all. 
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XXTV In which poiirsuit how each one did succcedc, 

Thereat exceeding wroth was’ Satyran; Shall else be told in order, as it fell. 

And wroth with Satyran was Blandamoiir; I^|'t now of Jinlomart it here doth neede 
And wroth with Blandamour was Erivan; hard adventures and strange haps to tell, 

And at them both Sir Paridell did Inure. Since with the rest she went not after Flori- 
So all together .stird up strifull stoiirc, 

And readic were new battell to darraine. xxix 

main- For "none as she them raw to tUa^td set, 

" ’ ^ ^ Upon her tirst adventure forili did ride, 


To soeke her lov'd, making blind love hot 
Which troublous stirre when Satyrane aviz’d, guide. 

He gan to cast how to appease the same, ^ Unluckie Idayd, to seeke her cnimie! 

And to accord them all this moanes deviz d: Unlurkie Mayd, to seeke him farre and wide, 
First in the midst to set that layr^st Dante, Whom, when he was unto her selfe most nio, 
To whom each one his chalcngc ^ould dis- She rjtroiigh his late disguizetnent could him 
dame, • not descrie ! 

And he himselfe his right would eke releasse : 

Then, lookc to whom she voluntarie came, xxx 

He should without disturbance her possesse: So much the more her griefe, the more her 

Sweete is the love that comes alone with toylc 

willingnessc. Yet neit^ier toyle nor griefe she once did spare. 


not descrie ! 


So much the more her griefe, the more her 
toyle* 

Yet neit^icr toyle nor griefe she once did spare. 
In seeking him that should her paine assoyle; 


n.«y all agr«d: and then that snowy Mayd 


All on her gaamg wi.l.,. and vowd, 

Then, when she long had lookt upon each one. 

As though she wished to have ]>lcnsd them all, xxxi 

At last to Braggadochio selfe alone Bent to revenge on blamelesse Britomart 

She came of her accord, in sought of all his xhe crime which cursed Ate kindled earst, 

fotiu. The which like thornes did pricke his gealous 

xxvii hart, 

Wi’icli when they all beheld they chaft, and And through his soule like poysned arrow perst, 
rag’d, ’ That by no reason it might fee reverst. 

And woxe nigh mad for very harts despight, For ought that (ilauce could or doe or say. 
That from revenge their ivilles they §carre For, aje the more that she the same reherst, 
asswag’d: ‘ [mijglit: The more it gauld and grie\*d him night and 

Some thought from him her to have reft by day, [defray. 

Some proffer made with him for her tonight. That nought but dire revenge his anger mote 
But he nought car’d for all that they could 

say, x.NXii 

For he their words as wind esteemed light. t,,„ tmveUed, the drouping night, 

het not ht plnee he timught it tiierc to stay, eloudie stormeand bitter showre, 

But secretly Iroin thence that niglit her bore jo every living wight. 

Upon them fell, before her timely howre; 

'fhat forced them to seeke some covert bowro. 
They which rema^’ud, so soone as they per- Where they might hide their heads in quiet 
ceiv’d rest, ^ [stowre. 

That she was gone, departed thence with speed. And shrowd their persons from that stormie 
And folloAv’d them, in mind her to have Not farre aw'nj", not meet for any guest, 

rcav’d They spide a little cottage, like some poore 

From wight unworlhic of so noble meed. mans nest. 
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XXXIII 


XXXVII 


Under a stccpe hillcs side it placed was, 
There where the mouldrcd caith liad cav’d the 
banke; 

And fast beside a little brooke did pas 
Of muddie water, that like puddle slankc, 

Jly which few rrtwked sallowes grew in ranke: 
Whereto a]>proaching nigh they heard the 
' sound 

Of many yron hammers heating ranke. 

And answering ilieir wearic turnes around. 
That seemed some hlacksmith dwelt in that 
desert! ground. 


lie like a monstrous Gy ant seemM in sight, 
Farre passing Hronteus or Pyraemon great. 
The which in Lipari doe day and night 
¥'ramc thunderbolts for Joves avengefull 
threate. ‘ 

So dreailfully he did the andvile lieat, _ f ^ 
That seem’d to dust he shortly would it drive: 

huge his hammer, and so lierce his hea^ 
'I'hat seem’d a rocke Diamond it could rive 
And rend asunder quite, if he thereto list 
strive. 

XXXVIII 


XXXIV j 

There entring in, they found the goodman 
selfe !■ • 

Full busily unto his workc yhent; 

Who was to weet a wretched wearish elfe, 
With hollow eyes and rawbone cheekes for- 
spent. 

As if he had in prison long bene pent: 

Full blackc and griesly did his face appearc, 
Besmeard with smoke* that nigh his eye-sight 
blent ; 

With riigge<l beard, and hoarie shagged heare, 
The which be never w'on5to combe, or dbmoly 
shcarc. 


XXXV 

Rude was his garment, and to rags all rent, 
Ne bettor had he, nc fur better cared : 

With blistrod hands emongst the cinders 
brent, 

And fingers tilthic with long nayles unpared, 
Right tit to rend the food on which he fared 
His name was Care; a blacksmith liy.his trade. 
That neither day nor night from working 
spared, 

But to small purpose yron w'odgcs made; 
Those be unquiet thoughts that curcfull minds 
invade. 


XXXVI 

In which his w'orke he had sixe servants 
prest. 

About the Andvile standing evermore 
With huge great hammers, that 'did never 
rest [sore: 

From heaping stroakes which thereon soused 
All sixe strong groomes, but one then other 
more; 

For by degrees they all were disagreed , 

So likewise did the hammers which they 
bore. 

Like belles in g-eatnesse orderly succeed. 

That he which was the last the first did fiure 
cxceede. 


Sir Sciidamniir Iherc entring much admired 
The manner of their w'orUc and wearie paiue; 
Aiul, liavi^ long behold, at last enquired 
The cau'jc and end thereof, but all in vainc ; 
For they for*nought would from their worke 
n'fraine, 

Ne let his Kpcccbes come unto their eare. 

And eke the breathfull bellowes blew amaino, 
Like to the Northern winde, that none could 
heare: [bellows weare. 

Those Pelisifenesse did move; and Sighes the 

XXXIX 

Which ivhcn that warriour saw, he said no 
more, 

Rid in his armour layd him dovrn to rest : 

To rest he layd him downe upon the flore, 
(Whylome for veiitruus Knights the bedding 
•best) 

And thought his wearie limbs to have redrest. 
And that old .aged Dame, his faithfull Squire, 
Her fe^'blc joyiits layd eke adowne to rest, 
That needed much her weakc age to desire, 
After so long a travell which &cm both did 
tire 

• XL 

•Thrrc lay Sir Scudamour long while expecting 
When gentle sleepe his heavie eyes would 
close; 

Oft chfunging sides, and oft new place electing. 
Where better seem’d he mote himselfc repose; 
And oft in wrath he thence agaiiie uprose. 

And oft in wrath he layd him downe againe. 
But wheresoever he did himselfe dispose, 
lie by no meancs could wished ease obtainc: 
So every place seem’d paiiiefull, and ech 
changing vaine. 

XLl 

And evermore, when he to sleepe did thinke^ 
The hammers sound his senses did molest, 
And evermore, when he began to ivinke, 

.The bellowes noyse disturb’d his quiet rest, 
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Ne suffred Bleepe to settle in his brest . 

And all the night the dogs did barke and 
howle 

About the house, at sent of stranger guest: 
And now the crowing Cocke, and now the Owle 
Lowde shiikiug, him afflicted to the very sowle. 

XLII 

And, if by fortune any litlc nap 
Upon his heavie eye-lids cliaunst to fall, 
Eftsoones one of those villeins him did rap 
Upon his heodpeece with his yr<«i mall ; 

That he was suune awaked therewithal!. 

And lightly started up as one ullrayd. 

Or as if one him suddenly did call : 

So oftentimes he out of sleepe abravd. 

And then lay musing long 011 that hiK ill apayd. 

XLIII • 

So long he muzed, and so long he lay, 

That at the last his wearie sprite, opprest 
VVithfle^shly weaknesBC, which no creature may 
Long time resist, gave place to kindly rest. 
That all his senses did full soone arrest : 

Yet in his soundest sleepe his daylylcarc 
Uis ydlc braille gan busily molest. 

And made him dreaine those two disloyall were: 
The things, that day most minds, at night doe 
most appeare. 

XLIV 

With that the wicked carlo, the niaister Smith, 
A poire of red-whuL yrou tongs did take 


Out of the burning cinders, and tlierewith 
Under his side him nipt ; that, forst to wake. 
He felt his hart for very paine to quake, 

And started up avenged for to be 
On him Uie which his quiet slombcr brake; 
Yet, looking round about him, none could see*, 
Yet did the smart remaiiic, though he himsclle 
did doj. 

XLV 

In such disquiet and hart-fretting payne 
He all that night, that too long mg£t, did passe 
And now the day out of the Ocean mayne 
Ilegan to peei-ic above this earthly masse, 

W itli iK^arly dew sprinkling the morning grassc : 
Then up lie rose, like heavie lumpe of lead. 
That in his face, as in a looking glasse. 

The sfgnes of anguish one mote ploinely read, 
Anl ghesse the man to be lUsmay^ with 
gcalous dread. 

XLVI 

Unto his lofty steede he clombe anone. 

And forth upon his former voiage fared. 

And with him eke that aged Squire attone ; 
Who, whatsoever perill was prepared. 

Both e^uall paitics anil eqiiall i>erill shared ; 
The end whereof and daungerous event 
Shall lor another canticle be spared : 

Hut here iny wearie teeme, nigh over spent. 
Shall breatli it selfe awhile after so long 
a went. 


CANTO vr. 


Both Sendumonr and Arthcgull 
Doc li(:ht with Brilomurt : 

Be 6oi>s her ; d«>th full in love, 
And suone from her depart. 

•• • 


T 

What eqnall torment to the griefe of iqind 
And pynirig anguish hid in gentle hart, 1 
That inly feeds it selfe with thoughts unkind, 
And noiirisheth her owne consuming smart ? 
What medicine can any Leaches art 
Yeeldsuch a sore, that doth her grievance hide. 
And will to none her maladic impart ? 

Such was the wound that Scudamoiir did gride. 
For vfflich Don Phebus selfe cannot u sal> e pro- 
vide. 

II 

Who having left that restlesse bouse of Care, 
The next day, as he on his way did nde. 

Full of melancholie and sad misfare 
Through misconceipt, all unawares espide 


An armed Knight under a forrest side 
Sitting in shade beside his grazing steede ; 
Wlio, soone as tliem approaching he descride, 
Ooii towards them to prickc with eger speede, 
Thai seem’d he was full bent to some mis- 
chie^us deede. 

Ill 

Which Scudamour perceiving forth issewed 
To have rcncountred him in equall race ; 

Hut soouc as th’ other nigh approaching vewed 
The armes he bore, his speare he gan abase 
And voide his course : at which so suddain case 
He wondied much. But th’ other thus can say : 
r Ah, gentle Scudamour ! unto your grace 
f I me submit, and you of pardon pray, [ day.’ 
I That almost had against you trespassed this 
s 
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Whereto thiu Scudamour: 'Small harme it 
were 

For any knight upon a ventrouH knight 
Without diftplcusaiicc for to prove his spero. 


The sacHKl pleil©; which in his faitli was left, 
In shame of knighthood aiul fidelitie; 

The which ero long full deare he shall abie: 
Ami if to that avenge by you decreed 
This hand may liclpe, or succour ought supplie, 


But made you, Sir, sith ye my name havehight,'lt shall not fayld when y® 

What is yt)ur ownc, that I mote you requite both lo wreake their wratlies on 1 i i^mart 


(’crtes,’ (sayd he) ‘ye mote as now excuse 
Me from discovering you inj' name aright, 

For lime yet serves that I the same refuse; 

But call me the Salvage Knight, as others 
use.' 

V 

‘ Then this, Sir Salvage Knight,’ (quoth he) j 
‘ areede : 

Or doe you he)-c within this torrest wonne, 
riiat seemeth well to answere to your wdedc. 
Or have ye it for some occasion doniieV 
That rather seemes, sith kiiowen arraes 3*0 
shotmc.’ 

‘This other day ’ (sayd he) ‘ a stranger knight 
Shame and dishonour hath unto me donne, 

On whom 1 waite to wreake that foule despight. 
When ever he this way shall }ia.sse by day or 
night.’ 

VI <■ « 

‘Shame be his mct'de,’ (quoth he) ‘that 
meaneth shame! 

But what is he by whom 3'e shamed were V’ 

‘ A stranger knight,’ sayd he, ‘ uiiknownc by 
name, 

But kuowiie by fume, and by an Ilcbenc speare, 
WiUi which he all that met him downe did 
bearc. 

He, in an open Turney latel}-^ held. 

Fro me the honour of that game dul reare; 
Ami having me, all wearie earst, downe fold. 
The fiayrest Ladle reft, and ever since withheld.’ 

• VII 

When Scudamour lieanl mention of that 
S])earc, 

lie wist right well that it was Britomart, 

The which from him his fairest love diil beare. 
Tho gan he swell in everv inner part 
For fell despight, and gnaw his geflous hart. 
That thus he sharply Ba\’d : ‘ Now, by m3' 
head. 

Yet is not tliLs the first unknightly part. 
Which that same knight, whom by his lauiice 
I ''cad, [him dread: 

Hath doen to noble knights, that man3' makes 


‘ For lately he m.v love hath fro me reft, 
And eke defiled with foule villanie 


agreed. 

ix 

‘Whiles thus they communed, lo ! farre away 
AKiiighi soil ryding towards them they spyde, 
Attyr'd m forniiiie annes and btraunge aray : 
Whom, when they nigh approcht, they plaiiie 
descryde 

To be the same for vhom they did ab3’de. 

Saytl tlu'i^r Sir Scudamour: “Sir Salvage 
knight, 

I.et me this chavc, sith lirst I was defyde. 

That first 1 may that wrong to him requite; 
And, if 1 hap lo fa3’le, you shall recure iny 
right.’ 

X 

Which b(‘iug yeelded, he his threatfull speare 
Uuu fewLer, and against her fiercely ran. 

Who soone as she Inin saw approclung iieare 
With so fell rage, her selfe she lightly gan 
'J'o dight, to wcleoine liirn well as slie can 
But eiitertaind him in so rude a wise, 

'I’hat to the ground she smote botli horse and 
man ; 

Whence neither greatly hasted to arise, 

But (M their common harmes together did 
devise. 

XI 

But Artegall, beholding his misclmunce, 

New matter added to his former fire ; 

And, eft aventring Ids steele-headed launce. 
Against her rode, full of despiteous ire, 

Tliat nuiiglit hut sp03'lc and vengeance did 

, reijiiii e ; 

Biif lo himselfe his felonous intent 
Returning disappointed his desire, 

Wliilti>« unawares his saddle lie forwent. 

And found himself e on ground in gicutaina/c- 
lllOllt. 

xii 

Liglitl3' he started up out of that stound. 

And snaiehing forth his direful! deadly blade 
Did leape to her, as doth an egerhuunil 
Thrust to an H3'nd within some covert glade, 
Whom without perill he cannot invade. 

With such fell greediiies he her assav'led. 
That though she moujiteil were, yet he her 
. [ prevayled) 

lo give him ground, (so much his force 
And sliuti liis iiiightie strokes, gainst wliich no 
axmes avuyled. 
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So, as they coursed here and there, it chaunst 
That, in her wheeling niund, behind her crest 
So sorely he her stronke, that thence it glauiist 
Adowne her backc, the which it fairely blest 
From foule mischance; ne did it ever rest. 

Till on her horses hinder parts it fell ; 

VVhere by ting deepe so deadly it imprest, | 
That quite it chynd his backe behind the sell. 
And to alight on foote her ulgates did compell : 

XIV 

Like as the lightning broad from riven skie, 
Tlir(»wne out by angry Jove in his vengeance, 
With dreadfull force falles on some st(>e|ilc hie; 
Which battring downe, it on the^hurcli doth 
glance, ^ 

And teares it all with terrible mischance, 
i'et she no whit dismayd her steed forsooke, 
And, casting from her that cnchauntcd laiince. 
Unto her sword and shield her soune betookc; 
And therewithal! at him right furiously she 
strooke. . 


So furiously she strooke in her first heat. 
Whiles with long fight on foot he brcathlessc 
was, 

That she him fonuid backward to retreat. 

And yeeld unto her weapon way to pas : 
Whose raging rigour neither steele nor bras 
Could stay, but to the tender flesh it w«nt, 
And pour’d the purple bloud forth on the 


The maker sclfe resembling in her feature! 
(Jertes some hellish furie or some feend 
This mischiefe framd for their first loves de- 
feature. 

To bath tlieir hands in bloud of dearest freend, 
Thereby to make their loves beginning theii* 
lives end. 

XVIII 

Thus long they trac’d and traverst to and fro, 
Sometimes pursewing, and sometimes pursewed, 
Still as advantage they espyde thereto: 

Itut toward th* end Sir Arthegalf renew'cd 
His strength still mor^ but she still more 
decrewed. 

At li^t his lucklesse hand he heav’d on hie, 
Having his forces all in one accrewed. 
And*thcrcwith stroke at her so hidcouslic. 
That seemed nought but death mote be her 
dcstinie. 

XIX 

The wicked stroke upon her helmet chaunst, 
And witli the force, whiche in it selfe it bore, 
Her ventayle shard away, and thence forth 
glaunst 

Adowne in vaine, ne harm’d her any more. 
WitU that her angf^ face, unseene afore, 

Like to the ruddie mome appeard in sight, 
Deawed with silver drops through sweating 
sore. 

But somewhat redder then beseem’d aright. 
Through toylesomc heate and labour of her 
w'caiy' fight. 


That all his maylc yriv’d, and plates yrent, 
Shew’d all his bodie bare unto the cruell deut. 


XVI 

At length, when as he saw her hastie htat 
Abate, and panting breath begin to fgyld}* * 
He, tlirough long sufferance growing now 
more great, 

Uose in his strength, and gan her fresh Issayle, 
Heaping huge strokes as thicke as showre of 
hayle. 

And lashing dreadfully at every part, 

As if he thought her soule to discntrayle. 

Ah, cruell hand! and thrise more cruel! hart. 
That workst such wrecke on her to whom thou 
dearest art ! 


XVII 

What yron courage ever could endure 
To worke such outrage on so faire a creature; 
And in his modnesse thinke with hands im- 
pure I 

To spoyle so goodly workmanship of nature^ j 


And round about the same her yellow heare, 
Having througli stirring loosd Uieir wonted 
band. 

Like to a golden border did appeorc, 

Framed in goldsmithes forge with cunning 
hand: 

Yet goldsmithes cunning con^l not understand 
To frame such subtile wire, so shinie cleare ; 
For it did glister like the golden sand. 

The which Pactolus with his waters shere 
ThroAves forth upon the rivage round about him 
nere. 

• XXT 

And as his hand he up againe did reare. 
Thinking to worke on her his iiimost wracke. 
His powrelesse arme, ben uni bd ivith secret 
feare, 

From his revengefull purpose shronke abacke. 
And cruell sword out of his lingers slacke 
Fell downe to ground; us if the steele had 
sence. 

And felt some ruth or sence his hand did lack^ 
Or both of them did thinke obedience 
To doe to so divine a beauties excellence, 
a 2 
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XXII 

And he himselfc, long gazing thereupon, 

At lost fell humbly downe ufjun his knee, 

And of his ivondcr made religion. 

Weening some heavenly goddesse he did see, 
Or else unweeting what it else might bee; 

And pardon her besought his errour frayl<^ 
Tliat had done outrage in so high degree : 
Whilest trembling horroiir did his sense assuyle. 
And made eeli member quake, and manly bait 
to quayle, 

‘ will 

Nathelesse she, full of wrath for that late 
stroke. 

All that long while upheld her wrathfull hand. 
With fell intentton him to bene ywroke; 

And, looking sterne, still over him did stahd, 
Threatiiing to strike unlesse he would with- 
stand: 

And bad him rise, or surely he should die. 

But, die or live, for nought he would upstand. 
But her of jiardon prayd more euniestlie. 

Or wroako on him her will for so great injurie. 

XXIV 

Which when as Scudamour, who noV a- 
bravd, 

Beheld, w&ereas he stood not farre aside, 

He was therewith right wondrously dismayd; 
And lirawing nigh, when as he plaiiic d&s- 
cride 

That peerelesse iiateme of Dame Natures pride 
And licavenly image of perfection, 
lie blest himselfe as one sore terrifide: 

And, turning feare to faint dv.votion, 

Did worship her as some celestiall vision. 

XXV 

But Glauce, seqjng all that chaunced there, 
Well wceting how their errour to assoyle, 

Full glad of so good end, to them drew nen^ 
And her salewd with seemely bel-aceoyle, 
Jo^'^ous to see her safe after long toyle. 

Then her besought, as she to her was dcare, 

To grannt unto those warriours trucg awhyle; 
Which yeelded, they their bevers up did reare. 
And shew’d themselves to her such as indeed 
they were. 

XXVI 

When Britomart with shariic avizcfull eye 
Beheld the lovely face of Artigall 
Tempred with st^esse and stout majestic 
She gan eftsoones it to her mind to call 
To be the same which in her fathers hall 
Long since in that enchaunted glasse she saw ; 
Therewith her wrathfull courage gan apjiall. 


And haughtie spirits meekely to adaw, 

That her cnhaunced hand she downe can soft 
withdraw. 

XXVII 

Yet she it forst to have againe upheld, 

As fayning choler which was turn’d to cold : 
But ever when his visage she beheld, i 
Her hand tell doime, and would no longer hold 
The wrathfull weapon gainst liis countnanc« 
bold: 

But, when in vaiiie to fight she oft assayd. 

She arm'd her tongue, and thought at iiim to 
scold ; 

Nathlesse her tongue not to her will obayd, 
But brought forth speeches myld when she 
woulikhave missayd. 

4 xwin 

But Scudamour, now woxen inly glad 
That all his gealous feare he false had found. 
And how that Hag his love abused had 
With breach of faith and loyaltic unsound, 
The which long time his grieved hart did 
wound, 

Him thus bespake : ‘ Certos, Sir Artegall, 

1 joy to see* you lout so low on ground, 

And now become to live a Ladies thrall, 

That nliylome in your minde wont to despise 
them all.’ 

XXIX 

Soonc as she heard the name of Artegall, 

Her h^yt did Icape, and all her hari-strings 
tremble. 

For sudden joy and secret feare withall; 

And all her vitall powres, with motion nimble 
To succoui It, themselves gan there assemble; 
That by the, swift recourse of flushing blood 
Bight plaine npiicard, though she it would dis- 
si^mMe, 

And fayned still her former angry mood, 
Thiq).ing to hide the depth by troubling of the 
flood. 

XXX 

When Glauce thus gan wisely all upknit : 
‘le gentle Knights, whom fortune here hath 
To be spectators of this uncouth fit, [brought 
Which secret fate hath in this Ladie wrought 
Against the course of kind, ne mervaile nought, 
Ne thenceforth feare the thing that hethertoo 
Hath troubled both jmur mindes with idle 
thought, 

(earing least she your lovt^s away should woo : 
(eared in vaine, sith ineanes, ye see, there 
wants tlieretoo. 

XXXI 

* And you. Sir Artegall, the salvage knight, 
Jlenceforthmay notdisdainc that womans hand 
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Hath conquered you anew in second fight : | 

why lome they have conquerd sea and land, | 
And heaven it selfe, that nought may them: 

withstand. | 

Ne henceforth be rebellious unto love, 

'J'hat is the crownc of knighthood, and the band 
( )f noble minds derived from above, [ move. 
AVhich, being knit with vertue, never will rc- 

XXXll 

‘And you, fairc Ladic knight, my dearest 
Dame, 

Itelcnt the rigour of your wrathfull will. 
Whose fire were better turn’d to other fiamc ; 
And, wiping out remembrance of all ill, 
Hraunt him your grace ; but so^at he fulfill 
'I'hc penance whicli ye shall to him cinpart : 
For lovers he.aven must passe b^ sorrowes hell.’ 
Thereat full ilnly blushed Britomart, 

But Artegall close smylingjoy’d in secret hart. 


X.XXVI 

Till on a da}', as llmnigh a desert wyld 
We travelled, botli wearie of the way 
We did alight, and sate in shadow inyld, 
Where fearclcsse I to slcepe me downe did lay; 
But when as I did out of sleepe abray, 

I found her not where 1 her left whylearc. 

But thought she wandred was, or gone astray : 
1 cal’d her loud, I sought her farre and iieafe, 
But no where could her find, nor tydiiigs of her 
heare.’ 

XX.VVII 

When Scudammir those hcavie tydings heard, 
Ilis hart was thrild with ])oint of deadly feare, 
Nc in his face or hloud or life appeard; 

But senselesse stood, like to amazed steare 
Thift yet of mortall stroke the stound doth 
beare, [ mayd 

Till Glauce thus : ‘ Fairc Sir, be nought dis- 
With needh‘ssc dread, till certaintie ye heare ; 
For yet .she may be safe though somewhat 


Yet durst he not make love so suddenly, 

Nc thinke th’ ulfection of her har^to draw 
From one to other so quite contrary : 

Besides her modest countenance he .saw 
So goodly grave, and full of tirincely aw, 

That it liis ranging faucie did rcfraiiic, 

And looser thoughts to lawfull bounds with- 
draw ; f faine. 

Whereby the passion grew more fierce and 
Like to a stubbome steedc whom stroitg hand 
would rcstraine. 

XXXIV 

But Scudamour, -whose hart twixt doubtfull 
feare 

And feeble hope hung all this w'hile suspcncc. 

Desiring of his Amoret to heare 

Some gladfull iicwes and sure iiitelligenffe. 

Her thus bespake : ‘ But, Sir, without otTanefi 
Mote I request you tydings of my love. 

My Amoret, sith you her freed fro thence 
Where she, captived long, great woes dioTprove ; 
Tliat where ye left I may her seeke, us doth 
behove.’ 


stravd: 


[affrayd.’ 


Its best to hojic the best, though of tnc worst 

XXX VII I 

Najjilessc he hardlj*' of her chear(>full speech 
Did comfort take, or in hi.s troubleil signt 
Shew’d change of better cliearc: so sore a 
breach 

Tli.at .sudden newes had made into hi.s spright, 
Till Britomart him fairely thus bchight : 

‘ Great cause of siirrow certe.s, Sir, ye have ; 
But comfort take; for, by this heavens light, 

I vow you dead or living not to leave, [reave,* 
Till 1 her find, and wreake on him that did her 


Therewith he rested, and well pleased was : 
So, peace being confirm’d amongst them all, 
They tooke their steeds, and forward thence 
did pas • 

Unto some resting place, which mote befall. 
All being guided by Sir Artegall ; 

Where goodly solace was unto them made. 
And dayly feasting both in bowrc .and hall. 
Untill that they their wounds well healed had, 
And wearA limmes rccur’d after late usage bad. 


To whom thus Britomart : * Certca, Sir knight. 
What is of her become, or whether reft, 

1 can not unto you aread a right : 

For from that time 1 from enchaunters theft 
Her freed, in which ye her all hopclcsse lefl^ 

1 her preserv’d from perill and from feare. 

And evermore from villenie her kept : 

Ne ever was there wight to me more dcare 
Then she, ne unto whom 1 more true love did 
beare: 


XL 

In all which time Sir Artegall made way 
Unto the love of noble Britomart, 

And with meeke service and much suit did lay 
Continuall siege unto her gentle hart ; [ dart, 
Which, being whylome launcht with lovely 
More oath was new impression to receive; 
How ever she her paynd with womanish art 
To hide her wound, that none might it perceive : 
Y aine is the art that seekes it selfe for to deceive. 
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So well he woo'd her, and bo well he wrought 
her, 

With fairc cntreatie and sweet blandishment, 
That at the length unto a bay he brought her, 
So as she to his speeches was content 
To lend an earc, and soft!}' to relent. J pour'd, 
At last, through many vowes which forth he 
And many otlies, sheV^clded her consent 
To be his'love, and take him for her Lord, 

Till they witl\ manage meet might fiuish that 
accord. 

xi.u 

Tho, when they had long time there taken rest, 
Sir Artegall, wiio all this while was bound i 
Upon an hard adA-enturc yet in quest, 

Fit lime for him thence to depart it fouraf, 1 
To follow that which he did long propound, j 
And unto her his congee came to take ; 

But her therewith full sore displeasd he fotind, 
And loth to leave her late belTothed make, 
Her dearest love full loth so shortly to forsake. 


Yet he with strong perswasions herasswaged, 
And wonne her will to stiC'cr him depart! ; 

For which his faith with her lie fast engaged, 
And thousand vowcb from bottome of bis hart, 
That, all so soone as he hy wit or art 
Gould that atchieve whereto he did aspire, 

He unto her would speedily revert : 

No longer space thereto he did desire, [expire. 
But till the homed moonc three courses did 


With which she for the present was appeased. 
And ycelded leave, how ever malcontent 
She inly were and in her mind dis])l cased. 

So, early in the morrow next, he went 


Forth on his way -to which he was ybent; 

Ne wight him to attend, or way to guide, 

As whylome was the ciistome ancient [nde, 
Mongst Knights when on adventures they did 
Save that shealgateshim awhile accompanide. 


And by tho w’ay she sundry purpose found 
Of this or that, the time for to delay. 

And of the perils whereto he was bound, 

The foare whereof seem’d much her to affray; 
Bui all she did was but to weare out day. 

Full oftentimes she leave of him did lake; 
Anri oft againc devi/’rl some what to say, 
Which she forgot, whereby excuse to make ; 
So loth she^us his coiupanie for to forsake. 


At last, when all her sjiepches she had spent, 
And now occasion fiwld her more to find, 

I She left him to hLs fortunes govenimcnt, 

'And backc returned with right heavie mind 
jTo Scudanqour, whom she had left behind: 
With whom she went to seeke faire Amoret, 

! Her second care, though in another kind : 

I For vortues onoly sake, which dr>th br^t 
True love and faithfuil friendship, she by her 
did set. 

XLVIl 

Backe to that desert forrest tliey retyred, 
Where sorie Britomart had lost her late ; 
There ‘‘they her sought, and every where in- 
quired 

I Where they might tydings get of her estate; 

I Yetfoundtlicy none. But by what haplesse fate 
'Or hard misfortune she was thenee convayd, 
j And stolnc away from her beloved mate, 

I Wore long 1o tell; therefore, 1 here will stay 
Untiil anoLiier tyde that I it linish may. 


CANTO VI 1. 

Amoret ropt by grcedic lust 
Belptelie saves from dread : 

The Hqum? her loves ; and, lieing blam'd, 

Uis dnyes in dole dotli lead 

With which their lives thou lanchedst long 
afore, I more? 

By heaping stormes of trouble on them daily 

II 

So whylome didst thou to faire Florimell, 
And so and so to noble Britomart : 

S^o doest thou now to her of whom I tell, 

The lovely Amoret, whose gentle hart 


Grkat (lod of love, that witJi thy erucll darts 
Doest conquer (greatest conqueiora on ground. 
And setst thy kingdome in the captive harts 
Of Kings anil Reasars to thy service bound; 
What glorie, or what guerdon hast thou found 
In feeble Ladies tyranning so sore. 

And addiiuc aniniish to the bitter wound 
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Thou martyreat with sorow and with smart, 

In salvage forrests and in deserts wide 
With Beares and Tygcrs taking huavie part, 
Withouten comfort and withouten guide, 

That pittie is to hcare the perils which she tride. ! 

Ill * ! 


Whose knottic snags were sliarpned all afore, 
And beath’d m lire for steele to be in sted. 

But whence he was, or of what wombo yborc, 
Of beasts, or of the earth, I have not red. 

But certes was with milkc of Wolves and 
Tygres fed. 


So soone as she with that brave Uritonesse 
Had left that Tumeyment for bcautic.s prise, 
They Iravel’d long; that now for wearincssc, 
Botli of the way and warlike exercise, 

Both through a forest ryding did devise 
T’ alight, and rest their wcaric limbs awhile. 
There hcavic sleepe the eye-lids did surprise 
Of Bntomart, after long tedious toyle, 

That did her passed paines in (juiet rest assoylc. 

V 

IV 

The whiles faire Amoret, of nAight atfeard, 
Walkt through the woikI, for pleasure or lor 
need ; 

When suddenly behind her backe sli(‘ heard 
One rushing forth out of the thickest -weed, 
'I’hat, ere she backe could turne to taken heed, 
Had unawares her snatched up fr?Stn ground: 
Feebly she shriekt, but so feebly indeed | 
That Britomart heard not the shrilling sound, | 
There where through weary travel she lay 
sleeping sound. 

V 

It W'Hs to weet a wilde anil salvage mart ; 

Yet was no tnun, but oncly like in shnye. 

And eke in stature higher by a span ; 

All overgrowiic with hairc, that couhl awhape 
An hardy hart : and his wide moutli did gape 
With huge great teeth, like to a tusked Bore: 
For he liv'd all on ravin and on rape 
Of men and beasts ; and fed on fleshly gore. 
The signe whereof yet stain'd his bloudy lips 
afore. • 

VI . 
His noather lip w'as not like man nor beast. 

But like a Avide deepe pok^ downe hanging Ioav, 
In Avhi(,h he wont the relickes of his feSst 
And cruell :jpoylc, which he had spard, to stoAV : 
And over it lifs huge great nose did grow, 

Full dreadfully empurpled all with bloud ; 
Ard downe both sides two wide long cares 
did glow, [stmid. 

And ra light doAvne to his waste when up ho 
More great then th’ eares of Elephants by 
Indus flood. 

vit 

His wast Avas with a Avreath of yvie groene 
Engirt about, no other garniciit wore. 

For all his haire Avas like a garment scene; 
And in his hand a tall young oake he bore^ 


VIII 

Tills ugly creature in his armes her snatcht, 
And through the forrest bore her quite away. 
With briers and bushes all to-rent and scrntcht ; 
Ne care he had, ne pittie of the pray, [day. 
Which many a knight had soiif*Iit so many a 
lie stayed not, but in his armes her bearing 
Ihin, till he came to th’ end of all his way. 
Unto his caA'e farre from idl jieoples hearing. 
And there ho thrcAv her in, nought feeling, no 
• nought fearing. • 

ix 

For .she, deare Latlie, all the waA'^ Avas dead, 
Whilest he in urmos her bore, but, Avhen she 
felt 

Her selfe doAvne soust, she Avaked out of dread 
Streight into gricle. tliut her deare hart nigh 
And eft gan into tender toares to melt, [swelt. 
Then, when she lool^ about, and nothing found 
But uarknesse and dread horrour where she 
She almost fell ngaine into a swound, [ dAi^elt, 
Ne Avist whether above she vi'erc or under 
ground. 

X 

With that she heard some one close by herside 
Sighing and sobbing sore, ils if the paine 
Her tender hart in pecccs would divide : 
Which she long listning, softly askt againc 
What mister wight it was that so did plaine? 
To whom thus uunswer’d An^as : ‘Ah, wretched 
wight! 

Tliat seekes to know anothers griefc in vainc, 
UiiAvccting of thine oAvne lik%haplc88c plight : 
Selfe to forget to mind another is over-sight.’ 


XT 

‘ Aye me ! ’ (said she) ‘ Avhere am I, or Avith 
A\hom? 

Emong tlfr living, or emong the dead ? 

I What shall of me, unhappy maid, become'? 

Shall death be end, or ought else Avorsc, 
aiead?’ 

‘ Unhappy mayd ’ (then ansAver'd she), ‘ whose 
dread 

Untride is lesse then when thou shalt it try : 

Death is to him, that wretched life doth lead. 

Both CTace and gainc ; but he in hell doth lie. 

That lives a loathed life, and wishing cannot 
die. 
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XTI 

* This (lismall day hath tlicc a caytivc made, 
And vassall to tlio vilest wretch alive, 

Whose cursed usa^'c and ungodly trade 

The heavens abhurre, and intodnrkenesse drive; 
For on the spoilc of women he doth live, 
Whose bodies chast, when cA'er in his yiowre 
lie may tlicm catch unable to yralnestrivc, 

He with his shamefull lust doth firsi defloMTe, 
And aftcrwardcs themselves doth cruelly dc- 
voure. 

^ XTII 

* Now twenty daies, by which the sonnes of 

men [sheenc. 

Divide their works, have past through heven 
Since I was brony'ht into this doleful! den; 
Durinp whicl^ space these sory eiea have seen 
Scaven women by him si aine, and eaten diene : 
And now no more for him but 1 alone. 

And this old woman, here remaininy; beenc, 
Till thou eam'st hither to aiu^ment our nione : 
And of us three to morrow he will sure cate 
one.’ 

XIV 

* Ah, drcadfull tidiny's which thou docst de- 

clare,’ 

((juolhshe) ‘of all thate\'^Th.*ith licnekiMwen ! 
Full many ji^reat culumities and taro 
This feeble brest endured liaih, but none 
Equall to this, whore over 1 have y^one. 

But what are you, whom like unlucky lot 
Hath lirickt with me in the same ch.aino attone? ’ 
‘ To tell ’ (quoth she) ‘ that what ye hoo, needs 
not; 

A wofiill wretched maid, of G<mI and man for- 


\vn 

^Thcncefortli I* sought by secret moaiics to 
worke 

Time to my will, ,and from his wral.hfull sifjht 
To hide th’ intent vrhich in my lic.art did lurkc, 
Till 1 thereto luivl all thimrs re;idy dight. 

So on a da}', unweeting unto wight, 

1 w'lth lhaf iSipiire agreede aw,*!}' to flit, 1 
Ami in a privy jd.ice, betwixt us h'gbt. 

Wit hill a grove appointed him to meetc; 

To which I boldly came upon my fe>iblc feete. 

.win 

‘ But ,111 ! nnhajipy houre mo thither brought, 
For in that plair where 1 him thought to lind. 
There w,'is L+oiind, contrary to my thought. 
Of this aecoirsed Carle of hellish kind, 

The shame ofr-nen, and plague of w'omankind : 
Who trussing me, as Eagle doth his pray, 

Me hether brought with him ,as swift as wind, 
W'here yet untouched till this y ires cut day, 

1 rest his wretched thrall, tlie sad iEuiylia.’ 


• XIX 

‘Ah, sad vEmylia!’ (then sayd Amoret) 
‘Thy niefull plight I pitty as mine owiie. 

Bui lead to me, hv what d(‘vise or Avit 
Hast thou in all this time, fiom him unknow'ue, 
Thine honor sa\’d, though into thraldome 
Ihrowne ?’ [man here 

‘Through helyie’ (quoth she) ‘of this old wo- 
I havy^ so done, .os she to me hath showne ; 
For, ever wlicn he burnt in lust toll lire, 

She in iny stead supydide his besliall desire.’ 


XV 

■ But what I was it irkes 1110 to reherse; 
Daughter unto a Lord of Jiigh degree ; 

That joyd 111 hapyiy yieace, till fates yiervorse 
IV'ith guilcfiill ^ve did secretly agree 
To overthrow my shale and diginlio. 

1 1 w'as III}' lot to love a gentle sw'aine, 

Yet was he but a Sqiiin; of loiv degree ; 

Yet was he meet, unless mine eye did fainc, 
By any Ladies side for Leman to have laiiie, 

XVI 

‘ But for his meannosse and disparagement, 
My Sire, who me tt^o dearely well did love, 
Unto my choise by no m canes >vould assent, 
But often did my folly fowlc reprove: 

Yet nothing could my fixed mind remove. 
But, whether willed or nilled friend or foe, 

I me resolv’d the utmost end to prove ; 

And, rather then my love abandon so, 

Both lire and frientis and all for ever to forgo. 


XX 

Tims of their evils as thov did discourse, 

And each did other much bewaile and mono, 
LoeV^hcic the villaine selfe, their sorrowes 
. , Bourse, 

C.aitie to the cave ; and rolling thence the stone. 
Which wont to stop the mouth thereof, that 
( none 

Might issue forth, came rudely rushing in, 
And, spredding over all the flore alone, 

Gan dight him selfe unto his wonted sinne ; 
Which ended, then his bloudy banket should 
begin ne. 

X.M 

Which when as fearefull Amoret perceived, 
She staid not th’ utmost end thereof to trv. 
But, like a ghastly Gelt whose wits aiereavcd. 
Ran fortli in hast wil h hideous outcrv. 

For horrour of his shamefull villany 
But after her full lightlv he uprose, 

And her pursu’d as fast 'as she did ilia: 
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Full fast she flies, and farre afore him ji^oes, 

Ne l^lcs the tliomcs and thickets pricke her 
tender toes. 

XXII 


That any little blow on her did 
Then would he laugh aloud, and gather great 
delight. 

XXVII 


Nor hedge, nor ditch, nor hill, nor dale she 
stales, 

But overleapes them all, like Ilobueke light, 
And through the thickest makes licr Highest 
waies ; 

And evermore, when with rcgardfiill sight 
She looking backe espies that gricsly wight 
Approehing nigh, she gins to mend her pace, 
And makes her fcore a spur to hast her fliglit: 
More swift then Myrrh’ or Daphne in her race, 
Or any of the Thracian Nimphes in salvage 
chase. 

xxiii ^ 

Long so she fled, and so he follow’d long; 

Nc living aide for her on earth appeares, 

But-if the heavens helpe to redresse her wrrong. 
Moved with pity of iier plenteous tcarcs. 

It fortuned Bclphebc witli her pcarcs, 

The woody Nimphs, and with that lovely boy. 
Was liuiiting then tlie Libbards ami the Bcares 
In thejje wild woods, as w'as her wonted joy, 
To banisli sloth that oft doth noble niindes 
annoy. 

XXIV 


Which subtill sleight did him encumber much, 
And made liim oft, when he would strike, 
forbeare ; 

For hardl}' could lie come the carle to touch. 
But that he her must hurt, or hazard iicare: 
Yet he his hand so carefully did bcarc. 

That at the last he did himselfe attainc, 

And therein left the pike-head of his speare: 

A strt'amc of coleblackc blou# thence gusht 
amaiue, ^lestaine. 

That all her silken garments did with blond 

XXVIII 

WTfth that he threw herrudefy on the florc, 
And, laying both his hands upon hia glave. 
With dmadfiill strokes let drive at him so sore, 
That forst him flic nbaeke, himselfe to save: 
Yet he therewith so felly still did rave. 

That scarse the Squire ins hand could once up- 
rcare. 

But for advantage ground unto him gave, 
IVacing and traversing, now hen*, now there ; 
For 4 >ootlesse thingpt w^as to think such blowes 
to beare. 


It so liefcll, as oft it fals in chacc. 

That each of them from otlicr sundred w’ore ; 
Ainl that same gentle Squire arriv’d in [dace 
Where this same cursed caytive did appeare 
Pursuing that fairc Lady full of fcare: 

And now he her quite overtaken had ; 

And now he her avray ivith him did beare 
Under his arme, as seeming wondrous glad. 
That by hia grenning laughter mote farre off 
be rad. 

XXV 

Which drery sight the gentle Squire dkpying 
Doth hast to crossc him by the nearest ^y. 
Led with that wofull Ladies piteous crying, 
And him assailes with all the might he may; 
Yet will not he the lovely spoile dowiJb lay. 
But with his craggy club in his nght hand 
Defends him selfe, and saves his gotten pray : 
Yet had it bene right hard him to w'ithstand, 
But that he was full light and nimble 011 tlic 
land. 

XXVI 

Thereto the villainc used croft in fight; 

For, ever when the Squire his Javelin sliooke, 
He held the Lady forth before him right. 

And with her body, as a buckler, broke 
The puissance of his intended stroke: 

And if it chaunst, (as needs it must in fight) 
Whilest hi on him was greedy to be wroke, 


XXIX 

Whilest thus in bat tell they enibusied were, 
Bclphebc, raiinging in that forrest wide, 

The hideous uoUe of their huge strokes did 
bean-, 

And drew thereto, making her eare her guide: 
Whom w hen that theefe approehing nigh es- 
pide 

With bow in hand and arrowes ready bent. 

He by his former combate would not bide, 

But tied away with ghastly dreriment. 

Well knowing her to be his deaths sole instru- 
ment. ^ 

XXX 

^Vhom seeing flie she speedily poursewed 
With winged feete as nimble as the wdnde. 

And ever in her bow she ready shewed 
'Fhe arrow to his deadly markc desynde. 

As when Latonaes daughter, cruell kyndi^ 

In vengement of her mothers greet disgrace, 
W^ith fell despight her cruell arrowes tynde 
Gainst wofull Niobes unhappj' race, 

That all the gods did mone her miserable case. 

XXXI 

So well she sped her, and so far she ventred^ 
That, ere unto his hellish den he raught. 

Even as he ready was there to have entred. 
She sent an arrow forth with migjhty draught. 
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That in the very (lore him overcanijlit, 

And, in his nape arrivinir, tliroii^h it thrild 
His greedy throte, therewith in tw'o dis- 
traught, 

That all his vitall spirites thereby spild, i 
And all his hairy brust with gory bluiid was 
lild. 

X\MI 

Whom when on ground slie groveling saw to 
rowlc, 

She ran in lia^t his life to Jiave licreft ; 
lint, ere she e^mhl him reach, tlie siniiill sowle 
Having his earnon eorhc ipiitc seiicelesse left 
Was tied to hell, surcharg’d Avith spoilc and 
theft: 

Yet oAcr him she there long gazing stood, 

And oft admir'd his monstrous shaiie, and oft 
His mighty limns, Avhilest all with fililiy 1/Loud 
The place there ovorfhwno seemd like a so- 
dainc flood. 

xxxtii 

Thence forth she past into his dreadfull den. 
Where nought but darkesonie drerme.sse she 
found, 

Ne creature saw, but hearkned now and then 
Some litlc whispering, nm^soft gnming s^iind. 
With that she askt, what ghosts there under 
ground 

l^ny hid in lion our of ei email night '? 

And had them, if so be they were not liouiid. 
To come and sliew tliemselves lieforo the light. 
Now' freeil from fcare and danger of that <lis- 
mall wight. 

XXXIV 

Then forth the sad JEmylia issewed, [feare ; 
Yet trembling every joynt through former 
And after her the Hag,' there with lie,r mew'od, 
A foule and lothsome creature, did appeare, 

A leman fit for such a lover deare; 

That mov’d l)el|ihcbe her no lesse to hate, 
'J’lien for to rue tlie others heavy ehearc ; 

Of whom she gan enquire of her estate, 

Who all to her at large, as hapned, did relate. 

XXXV 

Tiicnee she them l.rought toward \hc place 
w'lierc late 

She left the gentle Squire with Amorct : 

There she him found by that new' lovely mate, 
^Vbo lay the whiles in swouno, full sadly set, 
From her %ire eyes wiping the deawy w'et 
Which softly stild, and kissing tliem atweene. 
And handling soft the hurts which she did get ; 
For of that Oarlc she sorely bruz’d had beene, 
Als of his ow'ue lash hand one woimd was toj 
• be scene. 


XXXVI 

Which when she saw with sodainc glauncing 

Her iiolilc heart with sight thereof was fild 
With dei'iie disdaine and great indignity, 

That in her w'ratlf slic thought them both have 
thrild I 

With that M;lfc arrow w li ich the Carlo had Kild ; 
Yet held her wratlifull liaiul from wngcance 
sore : 

Ihit draw'ing nigh, ere he her well beheld, 

‘ lis this the taith she said— and said no more^ 
Ihit tiirnd her tacc, and lied away for e^ ennore. 

x\ \vn 

He seeing l^r depart arose np light, 

Kight sole agrieved at her sharfie reproofe. 
Ami follow’d 1j|sl ; but, when be came in sight. 
He durst not nigh nppruch, but kept alunle, 
For dread of her displeasures utmost pnuife : 
And evermore, when he did grace nil real. 
And framed spcaclics lit for his behoofe. 

Her rnorlall arrow'os she at him did threat, 
And lorst lim bucke with fowle disboriur to 
retreat. 

XXXVIII 

At last,, when long be follow'd had in vninc. 
Yet found no ease ot gnefe nor hope of grace, 
Unto those woods he turned backc agaiue, 
Full of sad anguish and in heavy case : 

And, linding there lit solitary place 
For wofull w ight, chose out a gloomy glade, 
Whcre^iardly eye mote see bright heavens face 
For mossy trees, w liich covered all with slia'Jc 
And sad melniieholy : there he his cabin made. 

XXXIX 

His w'f,ntcd w'arlike weapons all he broke 
And threw : way, w'itJi vow to use no more, 
Ne 1 lihne^dorth ever strike in battdl stroke, 
Nv ci^r word to speake to woman more; 

Hut. in that wildcriics'>e, of men forlorc, 

And of the w'icked w orld foi^ott**n quight, 
His baAl mishap in dolor to deplore, 

And wast Ins Avretehed daies in Avofull plight; 
So on him selfc to Avreake his follies OAvne de- 
spight. 

XL 

And eke his garment, to be thereto meet, 
lie wilfully did cut and shape anew ; [sweet 
And his faire loekes, that Avont with ointment 
To be cmhaiilm’d, and sAveat out dainty dew, 
He let to groAv and griesly to concrew. 
Uncomb’d, uiieurril, and earelcsly unshed ; 
That in short time his face they oA'ergrew, 
oA^er all his shoulders did dispred, [red. 
That who he AvhUoine Avas uncath aa'BS to be 
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I And unto every thin;; did aunswerc mum ; 
There he continued in this cirefull plipht, ! And ever, when the Prince unto him spake, 
Wretchedly wearinpf out his youthly veares, i"® louted lowly, as did him becum, 

I'hrouch wilfull penurv consumed quight, And humble homage did unto him make, 

Diat like a pined ghost he soone appeares : Midst sorrow shewing joyous semblance for his 

For other food then that wildd forrest beares, \ sake. 

Ne other drinke there did ho ever tast j xi^v 

Then running water tempred with his tcarcs, ' ^t^^hich his uncouth guise and usage quaint 
Ihc more his weakened body so to wast, 1‘rince did wonder much, yet could not 

That out of all mens knowledge he was worne } gbesse 

at last. f ]iin sorrowfiill constraint ; 

_ 'Yet weeiid, by secret signes of nmiilinessc 

For on a day, by fortune as it fell, I Which close appeard in tliat rude nnilishncsse. 

His owne dearc Lord Prince Artliuie came That he whiloinc some gentle swaine had hcene, 
that way, I Traiiid uji in feats of armes and kiiightlinesse ; 

Seeking adventures where he mo^heare tell ; , Which he observ’d, hv that he him liad seene 
And, as he through the wandring wood did To weld his naked sword, an^try the edges 
Having espide this Cabin far a\fn, 3 ', [stray, I keene. 

He to it drew', to weet who there did wonne ; 

Weening therein some holv Hermit lav, i xt^vi 

That did resort of sinfull pVajilc shonne, And eke by that he saw' on every tree, 

Or else some woodman shrowded there from I How he the name of one engraven had 


tcorching sunne. 


Which likly ivas his liefest love t(* lie, 

! From w'hom he now so sorely w'as bestad, 

1 VVliich was by him BKi.rHK»h rightly rad. 


yyiuvn wiiTi uv Jiiiii ruu. 

Arriving there he found this wretched man who was'that Helfihebe he ne wist ; 
Spending his daics in dolour and despaire. } he often h(w he wexed glad 

And through long fasting woxen pale and wan, When he it heaid, and how the ground he kist 
All ovcTgrowen with rude and rugged hairc ; Wlicnmi it written was, and how himsclfe he 
That albeit his owne dear Squire he were, 

Yet he him knew not, ne aviz’d at all, xlvii 

But like strange wight, whom he had s(|enc no Tho, w’lien he long had marked his demeanor. 


where, ! 

Saluting him gan into speach to fall, 

And pitty iiuicli his plight, that liv’d liHe out- 
cast thrall. 


And saw' that all he said and did w'as vaine, 
ought mote make him change his wonted 
tenor, 

Ne ought mote ease or mitigate his jiainc, 
lie left him there in languor to rcmaine, 

Till time for him should remedy provide^ 


But to his speach he aunswered no wrhit, |TiIl time for him should remedy provide^ 
But stood still mute, as if he had bceno (linn, lAnd him restore to former grace againe: 
Ne signe of sence did shew, ne eoinnion*wii, ' Winch, for it is too long here to abide. 

As one with griefe and anguishe uvprciA^, I w'ill deferre tlie end uiitill^nothcr tide. 


•canto VHT. 

The gentle Squire rw-ovors grace, 

Sclanndcr her gnests doth stainc : 

Corflambo chnseth Flacidos, 

And is by Arthure slatnc. 

I I And have the stemc remembrance wypt away 

WKi.L8aidthc Wi8eman,now prov’dtrueby this ! thoughts, which deepc therein infixed 

Which to this gentle SqiiivQ did happen late, • 

That the displeasure of the mighty is 

Then death it selfc more dread an^ desperate ; Like as it fell to this unhajipy boy, 

For naught the same may eolrae ne mitigate. Whose tender heart the fain: jlelphehc had 
Till time the tempest doe thereof delay With one sterne lookc so daunted, that no joy 

With sufferaunce soft, which rigour can abate, i In all his lite, wrhich afterwards he lad, 
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He ever tasted ; but. with pcnaiincc Rad 
And pensive surrow pind and wore away, 

Ne ever laught, nc once shew’d countenance 
glad, 

But alwaies wept and wailed night and day. 

As blasted bloosinc through heat dotli languish 
and decay : 

111 

Till on a day, as in his Avonled wi.so 
Ills doolc he made, there ohaiiiist a turtle Do 'c 
To come where he his dolors did devise, 

That likewise late had lost her dearc'^t love, 
Which loRSd’her made like pH,ssion also prove : 
Who, seeing his sad plight, her tender heart 
With deare compassion deejdy di<l emmovc, 
Tlmt she gan mone his undeserved smart, 

And with her dulefull acccut bcarc with him a 
part. ' » 

IV 

Shee sitting by him, as on ground he lay. 
Her mournefiill notes lull piteously did frame, 
And thereof made a lamentabh* lay, 

So sensibly compyld, that, in the same 
Him seemed oft he heard his owne right name. 
AVitli that he forth would ])ourc so {ilcnteoin 
teares. 

And beat his breast unwartliy of sneb liftamc, 
And knocke lii.s head, and rend lii.s nigged 
li<<ares, [of Bearcs. 

That could have perst the heart s of Tigres and 

V 

Thus, long this gentle bird to him did use 
Withiuitcn dread of ]»erill to repaire 
Unto Ids woniio, and with her mournefiill muse 
Him to rccomfort in his greatest care, 

That much did ease his mourning and misfhro : 
And cveiy day, for guerdon of her song, 

He part of his small feast to lier ivould share ; 
Tliat, at the last, of all his woe and wrong 
Companion she beenme, and so continued long. 

• VI 

Upon a day as she him sate beside, 

Bv chance he eertainc miniments forth drew, 

' 'VV'hich vet with him us relickes did abide 
Of all t6e bounty which Belphebc threw 
On him, whilst goodly grace she hin^did shew ; 
Amongst the rest a jcwcll rich he found, 

That was a Ruby ot right perfect hew, 

Shap’d like a heart yet bleeding of the wound. 
And with a litle golden chaine about it bound. 

VII 

Tlic same he tooke, and with a riband new, 
In which his Ladies colours were, did bind 
About the turtles necke, that with the vew 
Did greatly solace his engrieved mind. 


All unawares the bird, when she did find 
H(!r sclfe so dedkt, her nimble wings displaid. 
And flew away as lightly as the wind : 

Which sodniiic accident him much diemaid, 
And looking after long did mark which way 
she Btraid. 

Mil j 

Blit Avhen as long he looked Imd in vaine. 
Yet saw her fonvard still to make her flighty 
Ills wearv eu; rctiirnd to him againe, 

Full of discomfort and disquiet plight, 

That both his.|uell he had lost so light, 

And eke his deare companion of his care. 

But that sweet bird deyiarting flew forthright. 
Through the wide region of the wastfiill airc, 
Untillshe^me uherc woniicd his Belphebe 
faire. 

• IT 

There found she her (as then it did betide) 
Sitting in covert sliade of arbors sweet, ^ 

After late woarie loile whicli she luul tridc 
In salvage chase, to rest as seem’d her meet. 
There she alighting fell before her feet, 

And gan fo her her mournfiill plaint to make, 
As was h(‘r wont, iliinknig lo lei, her weet 
’J'b(‘ great, tomi(‘nt,ing griefc that lor her sake 
llei g\>ntle Squire through her displeasure did 
})eTlakc. 

X 

She, her beholding with attentive eye, 

At length did niarkc about her puiple brest 
Thatj|)Tceioiis jucll, wdiich she Ibrmerly 
Had knoivne right well, with coJouid ribbands 
drest.: 

Therewilh she rose in host, and her addrest 
With ready hand it to have reft away, 

But the swift bird obayd not her belicst, 

Bui swarv’d aside, and there, againe did stay : 
She l4>llou vl her, and tliouglit againe it to assay. 


And ever, when she nigh approcht, the Dove 
Would flit a lidc forward, and then stay 
Till she drew nearc, and tlien againe remove; 
So tempting her still to pursue the pra}", 

And still from her escaping soft away : 

Till that at length into that forrest wide 
She tlrew her far, and led with slow delay. 

In th’ end she her unto that place did guide, 
Whereas that wofiiU man in languor did abi^ 


Eftsoones she flew unto his fearelesse hand, 
And there a piteous ditty new deviz’d. 

As if she would have made her understand 
His sorrowes cause, to be of her despis’d: 
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Whom wh(‘n she saw in wretdied vreedes dis- 
guiz’d, 

With heary glib deform’d and meiger face. 
Like ghost late risen from his grave agryz’d, 
She knew him not, but pittied.much his case, 
And wislit it were in her to doc him any grace. 

XIII 

Ho her beholding at her feet downc fell, 

And kist the ground onwliiohhorsole did tread, 
And washt the same with water which did well 
From his moist eies|, and like two streames 
proceed ; 

Yet spake no word, whereby she might aread 
What mister wight he was, or whfl^ he ment ; 
But, as one daunted with her pres^ice dread, 
Onely few ruefull lookes imto ho* sent, 

As messengers of his true meaning and intent. 

XIV 

I Yet nathemorc his meaning she .ared. 

But wondred much at his so selcontii case ; 
And by his persons secret seemlyhcd 
Well weend that he had becne some man of j 
place. 

Before misfortune did his hhw deitace ; 

That being mov’d with ruth she thus bespake : 
‘ Ah I wofull man, what heavens hard disgrace. 
Or wrath of cruell wight on thee ywrake, 

Or sclfe-disliked life, doth thee thus wretched 
make ? * 


‘ H heaven, then none may it redresse or blame, 
Sith to his poAvre we all are subject borne : 

If wrathfull wight, then fowle rebuke and 
shame 

Be theirs that have so cruell thee forloraej 
But if flirough inward griefe or wilfull 8(|prne 
Of life it be, then better doe advise: • 

For he, whose daies in wilfull woe arc wome, 
The grace of his Creator doth despise, , 

That will not use his gifts for thanklesse nig> 
ardise.* 

XVI 

When so he heard her say, eftsoones he braice^ 
His sodaine silenee which he long had pent. 
And, sighing inly deepc, her thus bespake : 

' Then have they all themselves against me 
bent: 

For hwven, first author of my languishment. 
Envying my too great felieity, 

Did closely with a crueU one consent 
To cloud my daies in dolefiill miseiy-. 

And make me loath this life, still longing for 
to die. 


‘ Nc any but your selfc, O dearest dred, 

Hath done this Avrong,to wreakconworthlessc 
wight [bred: 

Your high displcsure, through misdeeming 
'I'hat, when your pleasure is to deeme aright. 
Be may nxlresse, and me restore to light !’ 
Which sory words her mightie hart did mate 
With mild* regard to see his ruefull plight, 

I'hat her inhuming wrath she gan abate, 

And him receiv’d igaine to folder favours 
state. 

XVIII 

In which he long time afterwards did lend 
An happic life with grace and good accord, 
Fcarlcssc of fortunes chaungc oikcnvics dread, 
And ^e all inindlcssc of his ownc dearc Lord 
Tlie noble Prince, who never heard one word 
Of tydings what did unto him betide. 

Or what good fortune did to him afford ; 

But through the cndlcsse world did wander 
wide, [scride. 

Him seeking evermore, yet no where him dc- 

XIX 

Till cyi a day, as through that wood he rode, 
He clumnst to come where those two Ladies latB^ 
iEmylia and Amoret, abode. 

Both in full sad and sorrowf^ull estate : 

The one right feeble through the evill rate 
Of food Avliich in her duresse she had found ; 
The other almost dead and desperate 
Througli her late burts, and through tlmthap- 
lesse wound 

With Avhich the Squire, in her defence, her sore 
astound. 

XX 

Whom wnen the Prince beheld, began torew 
The evill case in which those Ladies lay ; 

But most was moved at the piteous vew. 

Of Amoret, so ncarc unto decay, 

That her great daunger did him much dismay, 
flftsoones tliat pretious liquour forth he drew. 
Which he in store about him kept ahvay, 

And Avith few drops thereof did softly cleAv, 
Her wounds, that unto Strength rekor’d her 
soonc aneAv. 

XXI 

Tho, when they both recovered were right well, 
lie gan of them inquire, what evill guide 
Them thether brought, and how their harmes 
befell? 

To whom they told all that did them betide. 
And how from thraldome vile they were untidc. 
Of that same wicked Carle, by Virgins bond ; 
Whose bloudie corse they shew’d him there 
beside, 
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And eke his cave in which tliey both were bond : 
At which he wondred much when all those 
signes he fond. 

xxii 

And evermore bo greatly did desire 
To know what Virgin did them thence unbind. 
And oft of them did eiirneHtl^' in()uirc, 

Where was her won, and how he mote her find. 
Ihit. wiieii as nought according to his mind 
He could oiitlcurne, he lliein from ground did 
No serviee Imhsome to a gentle kind, [reare, 
And on his wailike bca^t them both did bcare, 
Hinisclle hy tliem on foot to succour them 
from'fcare. 

• XXIII 

So when that forrest tlu‘y ha<l passed well, 
h. litle cotage farre awa}' they spide. 

To which they drew ere night u])on them fell; 
And entring in found none therein abide, 

But one old woman sitting tiicre beside 
lj|ion the ground in ragged nnle at tyre, 

Witli lilthy lockes about her scattered wide, 
Ciiiawiiig her navies for felnesse and for yre. 
And there out sucking veniiiie to her parts en- 
tyre. • • 

xxiv 

A fouU* and loathly creature sure in sight, 
And in conditions to be loath’d no lease ; 

For she was stuft with rancour and despight 
Up to the throat, that oft with bitteniessc 
1 1 forth would brcake, and gush in great cxcessc, 
]\iiiring out strcaines of poyson and of gall 
Gunisl all that trutli or vertue doe professe; 
Wlioni she with leasings lewdly did miscall 
And wickedly backbite: Her name men 
Sclaunilcr call. 

^ XXV 

Her nature is all goodnesse to abuse. 

And causelesse triines continually to frame, 
Wiih which she guiltlesse persons may accuse. 
And stcaleaway the crownc of their good name: 
Ne ever Knight so bold, ne ever Dame 
So chast and loyall liv’d, but she vyuild strive 
With forged cause them falsely to defurne ; 

Ne ever thing so well was doen alive, 

But she with blame would blot, and of due 
praise deprive. 

XXVI 

Her wonls were not, as common words are 
ment, 

T’ expresse the meaning of the inward mind, 
But noysoine breath, and poysnoiis spirit sent 
From inward parts, with coiicred malice lind, 


And breathed forth with blast of bitter wind ; 
Which passing through the cares would pierce 
the hart, [kind; 

And wound the soule it selfe with giiefe un- 
For, like the swings of aspes that kill with 
smart, [inner part. 

Her spightfull words did pricke and woun^ tho 

XX VII 

I Such w'os that Hag, unmeet to host such 
guests, [fayne; 

Whom greatest Princes court would welcome 
But ne(‘dc, that answers not to all requests, 
Bad them not looke for better entertayne; 

And eke that age despysod nicenesse vaine, 
Knur’d loKtrdiiesso and to homely fare. 
Which them to warlike discipline did trayne. 
And manly Ifinbs endur'd with litle care 
Against afl hard mishaps and fortuuelesse mis- 
tare. 

XXVIII 

Tlicn all that evening (wclcommed with cold 
And chea^elcsse hunger) they togetlier spent ; 
Yet found no fault, but that the Hag did scold 
And rayh> at them with grudgefull discontent. 
For lodging there witliout her owim consent > 
Yet they endured all with patience milde, 

And unto rest themselves all onely lent, 
Uegurdlesse of that quuane so base and vildo 
To be unjustly blamd, and bitterly revilde. 

» XXIX 

Here, well I weene, when as these rimes be 
red 

With niisregard, that some rnsh-witted wight. 
Whose looser thought will lightly be misled, 
These gentle Ladies will misdeeme too light 
For thus conversing with this noble Knight ; 
SitIi,now oi dayes such temfierance is rare 
Amifhard to linde, that heat of youthfull spright 
FoP ought will from his greedie pleasure spare : 
More hard for hungry steed t’ abstaine iroro 
^ pleasant lure. 

XXX 

But antique age, yet in the infancie 
Of time, did live, then like an innocent, 

In simple truth and blamelesse chastiti^ 

Ne then of guile had made experiment ; 

But, void of vile and treacherous intent, 

Held vertue for it selfe in soveroine awe: 

Then loyall love had royall regiment. 

And each unto his lust did make a lawe, 

From all forbidden things his lik in g to with- 
draw. 

XXXI 

The Lyon there did with the Lambe consort, 
And eke the Dove siitc by the Faulcons side; 
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Nc each of other feared fraud, or tort. 

Itut did in safe securitie abide, 

Witlioiiten perill of the stronger pride : [old, 
But when the world woxe old, it woxe warn* 
(Whereof it bight) and, having shortly tnde 
The traines of wit, in wickedilesse woxe b(»ld, 
And dared of all sinnes the secrets to unfold. 


Then beaiitie, which was ma<lo to represent 
Tile gi'^at Creatours owiie re.semh]ance bright. 
Unto abuse of lawlessc lust was lent, 

And made the baite of bestiall delight : 

Then faire grew toulc, and foulc grew faire in 
.sight ; [man, 

And that, which wont to van(|iA;h find and 
Was made the vas.sall of the ^ ictors might ; 
Then did her glonous lluwie A*ix dead and 
M an, 

Despisd andtnidcn downeof all that over -ran. 


And now it is so utterly decayd, 

Thai, any bud thereof doth scarse r^maine, 
But-if few plants, ]ne.serv’d through heaveuh 
ayd, 

In Princes Court doe hup to sprout againe, 
I)ew’d with her drops of bountie Soveraine, 
WJiich from that goodly glorious flowre ]»ro- 
cecd, ' [straiue, 

Sprung of the auncient stookc of Princes 
Now th’ oncly remnant of that royall h^f'ed, 
Whose noble kind at first was suie of heavenly 
seed. 

XXXIV 

Tho, soone as day discovered heavens face 
To sinfull men with darknes overdiglit, 

This gentle crew gan from their eye-lid'. ehace 
The drowzie humour of the dampish night, 
And did themselves unto their journey di^glit. 
So forth they yode, and forward softly paced, 
That them to view had bene an uncouth sight. 
How all the way the Prince on footpace y-aced, 
The Ladies both on horse, together last em- 
braced. 

x.xxv 

Soone as they thence departed were afore. 
That shamcfijll Hag, the slaiinder of her sexe, 
'I'liem follow’d fast, and them reviled sore, 
Him calling theefe, them whores ; that much 
did vexe 

TIis noble hart : thereto she did annexe 
False crimes and facts, such as they never ment. 
That those two Ladies much asham’d did wexe : 
The more did she pursue her lewd i 11 tent, 

And rayl’d and rag'd, till she had all her poyson 
spent. 


xxxvi 

At last ,when they were passed out of sight. 
Yet she did not her spightfull sf>each forb( are, 
But after them did barke, and still backbite. 
Though there were none her hatefull words t«) 
heare. 

l.ike as u curre tloth felly bite and tcare 
'I'lie stone which ])as.sed slraunger at him 
threw ; 

So she, them seeing past the reach of care. 
Against the stones and trees did ra} Ic anew, 
Till she had duld the sting whicH uihertong.s 
end grew. 


They passing forth kept on their readic way, 
WTth easie sleps so soft as loot ^'ould .stryde, 
Bothribr great feeblesse, which did oft assay 
aiie Ainor(>t that, scarcely she could ryde. 
And eke through lieavie artnes which sore 
annoy d 

The Prime on foot, not Avonted so to fare; 
Whose btcuilie baud was fame his steede to 

And ali* the way from trotting hard to spare ; 
So A\us Ins loyre the more, the more that was 
• his care. • 

XXXVIII 

At length they spide Avhere towards them 
with speed 

\ Squire came gallopping, as he w'onld flic, 
Bearing a litle J^wari’e before his steed, 
lliat all the way full loud for aide did erie, 
That seem’d his shrikes would rend the brasen 
skic : 

Whom aller did a mightie man pursew, 
Kyding upon a Dromedare on hie. 

Of stature huge, and horrible of hew, 

'I’hat would have maz’d a man his dreadfull 
face to A'cw' : 

XXXIX • 

For from his fearefull eyes two fierie beamos, 
M ore ^barpe then points ofneedles.didproceede, 
SIhkiI iug forth farre away t wo fiaming sfreames. 
Full ol sad powTC, that poysiious bale ilid 
1)1 cede 

To all tliaf on him lookr without good heed. 
And secretly Ids enemies did slay : 

Like as the Ba.slliskc, of serpents seede. 

From powrefull eyes close veniin doth convay 
Into the. lookers hart, and killetli larre away. 

XI. 

He all the way did rage at that same Squire, 
And after him full many threatnings threw, 
With curses vaiiie in his avengefull ire ; 

But none of them (so fast away he flew) 
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Him overtooke before ne came in vcw : 

AVherc when he saw the Prince in armour 
bri^lit, 

He cold to liim aloud his case to row, 

And rescue him, througli succour of his might, 
From that his eruell foe that him pursewd in 
sight. 

XLI 

Eftsoones the Prince tooke downe those Ladies 
twaine 

From loftie stepdo, and mounting in their stead 
Came to that Scpiirc, yet trembling every vaine ; 
Of whom he gan enquire Ins cause of dread: 
Who as he gun the same to him aread, 

Lfoe ! hard beliirid Ins backc Ids foe was prest, 
With drcadfullr weapon aymed at his head. 
That unto death had doen him uiiredrestf 
Had not the noble Prince his rcadic stroke rc- 
preht : 

XMI 

Who, thrusting boldly twixthim and the blow, 
The burden of the deadly brunt did beare 
Upon his shield, which lightly he did throw 
Over his head before the harme came neare : 
Nathlesse it fell with so tjfspiteous dreary 
And hcavie sway, that hanl unto his crownc 
The shield it drove, and did the covering 
reare : [downe 

Therewith both Squire and dwarfe did toinble 
Unto the earth, aiul lay long while in sensc- 
lesse swowiic. 


XMII 

Whereat the Prince full wrath his strong 
right hand 

Tn full avcngcmcJit heavc<l up on hie, 

And stroke the Pagan with his steely brand 
So sore, that to his saddle-bow tliereby 
He bowed low, and so a while did lie : 

And, sure, had Ant his massie yron mace 
Betwixt him and his hurt bene happily, 

It would have cleft him to the girding place ; 
Yet, as it was, it did astonish him long space. 

XLIV 

But, when he to himselfe retumd ngainc. 

All full of rage he gan to curse and sweare, 
And vow by Mahuune that he should be sloine. 
With that his murdrous mace he up did reare. 
That seemed nought the souse thereof could 
beare, 

And therewith smote at him with all his might; 
But, ere thol it to him approched neare, 

The royall child with re^ie quickc foresight 
Did shun the proofe thereof, and it avoyded 
l^ht. 


xi.v 

But, ere his hand he could reciire againe 
To w'ard his bodic from the iMilefull stound. 
He smote at liim with all his might and maine, 
So furiously that, ere he wist, he found 
His liead licforc him tombling on the ground ; 
'rhe whiles his babling tongue did yet bljis- 
pheme 

And curse his God that did him so confound : 
The whiles his life ran foorth in bloudicstreamc, 
llis soulc descended downe into the Stygian 
rcame. 


XLVI 

Which when that Squire beheld, lie woxe full 

To see Ins me breath out his spright in vame : 
Hut that sami^ dwarfe right sorie seem’d and 
sad, 

And howld aloud to sec his Lord there slainc, 
And rent his haiie and scratcht his face for 
painc. 

Then gan the Prince at Icasurc to inquire 
Of ail the accideni there hapned plaiiie, [fire ; 
And wliat he vras whose ej’es did Haine with 
All w Inch was thus to him dedared by that 
Si^uire. 

XI.VI1 

‘This mightie man,’ (quoth he) ‘ whom you 
have slaine, 

Of an huge G(‘auntesse whylome was bred, 
And hr his strength rule to himselfe did game 
Of many Nations into thraldome led. 

And mightie kingdoraes ol his force adred ; 
Whom yet he conquer’d not by bloudie iiglit, 
Ne hostes of men with banners brodc dispred. 
Hut by the powre of his infeetious sight, 

Witli wind) he killed all that came williiii his 
, might. 

XI.VIII 

*Nc was he ever vanquished afore. 

But ever vanquish t all with whom he fought; 
Ne wfe there mau so strong, but he downe 
bore; 

Ne woman yet so fairo, but he her brought 
Unto his bay, and caiitived her thought : 

For most of strength and beautic his desire 
Was spoylc to make, and wast them unto 
nought, 

Hy casting secret flakes of lustfull fire 
From his false eyes into their harts and parts 
entire. 


XLIX 

‘ Therefore Corflambo was he cald aright, 

I Though namelesse there his bodie now doth 

1 lie; 
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Yet hath he left one daughter that is hight 
The fttire I'ceana, who scemes outwardly 
So faire as ever yet saw Imiig eie; 

And were her vertiie like her beaut ie bright. 
She were as faire as auy under skie: 

But ah ! she given is to vaine delight, 

And eke too loose of life, and eke of love too 
light. 

L. 

‘ So, as it fell, there was a gentle Squire 
That lov’d a Ladic of high parentage ; 

But, for his meane degree might not aspire 
To match so high, her friends with counsell 
Dissuaded her from such a disparage : [sage 
But she, whose hart to love was yholly lent, 
Out of his hands could not redeem?* her gage. 
But, firmely ((dlowiiig her first intent, 
Kesolv'd wUth him to wend, gainst all her 
friends consent. 


LI 

‘ So twixt themselves they pointed time aud| 
place : • 

To which when he according did repairo. 

An hard mishap and disaveutrous case 
Him chaunst : instead of his iEmylia faire, 
This Gyants sonne, that lies there* on the laire 
An headlesse heape, him unawares there caught; 
And all dismayd tlirough mercilesse despaire 
Him wretched'thrall unto his doiigeon brought, 
Where he remaiiies, of all unsuccour’d and 
unsought. * 

LII 

‘This Gyants daughter came upon a day 
ITnto the prison, in her joyous glee. 

To view the thr^s which there in bondage lay : 
Amongst the rest she chaunced there to see 
This lovely swaine, the Squire of low degree ; 
To whom she did her liking lightly cas^ 

And wooed him her paramour to bee ; • 

From day to day she -woo’d and prayd IfImTast, 
And for his love him promist libertie at last. 


' He, though affide unto a former love, 

To whom his faith he firmely ment to hold. 
Yet seeing not how thence he mote remove. 
But by that meancs which fortune did unfold, 
Her gi-aunted love, but with affection cold. 

To win her grace his libertie to get : 

Yet she him still dctaincs in captive hold, 
Fearing, least if she should him freely set. 

He would her shortly leave, and former love 
forget. 

LIV 

‘ Yet so much favour she to him hath hight 
Above the rest, that he Bometiiaes may^ space 


And walke about her gardens of delight, 
H.*iving a keeper still with him in place; 
Which keeper is this Dwarf e, her dearling basc^ 
To whom the keyes of every prison (lore 
By her committed be. of speciall grace. 

And at his will may whom he list restore. 
And whom he list reserve to be afUicted mure. 

LV 

‘ Whereof w'hen tydings came unto mine eare, 
Full inlv sorie, for the fervent z(‘alc 
Which ll to him as to iny soiile dftl bcarc, 

I thether Avent ; Avhere I did long oonccule 
M}' selfe, till that the Dwarfe did me reveale, 
And told his Dame her Squire of low degree 
Did secretly out of her prison stealc ; 

For iwe he did mistake that Squtre to bee. 

For never two so like did living creature see. 

LVT 

‘Then was I taken and before her brought, 
Who, through the likenesse of my outward 
Being likewise beguiled in her thought, | hew, 
Gan blame me much for being so untrew 
To seeke by flight her fellowship t’ eschew, 
That ^v’d me dearc.^ dearest thing alive. 
Thence she commaunded me to prison neiv; 
Whereof I glad did not gaine say nor strive. 
But suffred that same Dwarfe me to her don- 
gcou drive. 

LVII 

* There did I finde mine onely faithfull frend 
In heavy idight and sad perplcxitle ; 

Whereof I sorie, yet myselfe did bend 
Him to recomfort with my compaiiie, 

But him the more agreev’d T found thereby : 
Fur all his joy, he said, in that distresse 
Was mine and his iEmylios libertie. 
ylinn lia Avell he lov’d, as I mote ghesse. 

Yet greater love to me then her he did professe. 

I.VIII 

‘ But 1 with better reason him aviz’d. 

And shew’d him how, through error and mis- 
thought 

Of our like persons, eath to be disguiz’d. 

Or his exchange or freedom might be wrought. 
Whereto full loth was he, ne would for ought 
Consent that I, who stood all fcarelesse free^ 
Should -wilfully be into thraldome brought, 
Till fortune did perforce it so decree : 

Yet, over-ruld at last, he did to me agree. 

LIX 

‘The morrow next, about the wonted howra. 
The Dwarfe cald at the doore of Amyns 
To come forthwith unto his TiOdies liowre: 
lusteed of whom forth came I, Placidas, 
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And undiscomod forth with liiiii did puit. | And me pursew'd*; but nathemore would 1 
There with threat joyance and witli gladfiome Forgoe the piircliuse of my gotten pray, 

Of faire Pocana I received was, [glee; But have perforce him hether brought away.’ 

And oft imbrast, as if that I -were hee, 'Fhus as they talked, loe ! where* nigh at hand 

And with kind words accoyd, vowing great Those Ladies twp, j'et doubtl’ull through dis^ 
love to mee. may, 

LX In preseiM'c came, desirous t' understand p 

‘Which I, that was not bent t<» former love I whieli there liad liapued on the 

Aq whs 111V frif>nd that li.ad her loiiif nifiisM. land. 


‘ Which I, that was not bent t<» former love 
As was my friend that had her long refus’d, 
Did well acce])!, as well it did behove, 

And to the present ncede it. wisely usd. 

My former hiifMne.sse first I faire excusd ; 
And after promist large aineiuls to make. 
With such smooth Icrmes her error 1 ubiisd 


AUU to toe p^eiit iiueuo ... « .scy u«u. yEmylia did espie 

My former hiifMne.sse first I iaire excusd; lo^ors friend, voung Plaeidas, 

And after promist large amends to make. mindless.*, of her wonted modestie 

\y ith such smooth termes her error 1 abiisd straight embras 

To my Irmnds g..od more then for mine owne Enfolding, srul; ‘ And lives yet Arayas 

sake, , , . 1 ‘ He lives,’ (quoth he) ‘ and liLs yEniyiia loves.’ 

For wh.isesolclibertie I love and 111.* did slake. Jesse,’ ^<said sh.*) ‘by all the woe I 

1 XI 1’^''’ 

, Withwhichmy weakerpatiencefortuneproves: 

Thenceforth 1 f.nind more favour at h.*r Ivuid, ; ^rliat mishap thus long him fro my selfe 
That to her Uwarfe, tvlneh bad me ui his riiinoves?’ 

charge. 

She bad to lighten my too heavie band, , i.xiv 

And gruunt more scope to me to n alke at large, 'pin.,, g.,,, he all t his sloric to nmew, 

So on a day, as by tlie flowrie maige ^i,d tell the course of his cuptivitie, 

Of a fresh streamo 1 with^hat Elfe did ]^ay, her d.*are hart full deepelv made to r(*w, 

Finding no meanes bow 1 might us enlarge. And sigh full sore to heare the miserie 
But if that Dwarfe 1 could with me coiivay, Hn which so long he inercilesse <lid lie. 

I lightly snatcht him up and with me bore, Then, after many U*are8 and sorrowes Bpciif, 

j She ileare besought, the Prince of romedi.* ; 
Who thereto di.l with roadie will consent, 

‘Thereat he shriekt aloud, (hat with his ciy I And >\^*ll pi*rform’d; as shall aiipeare by his 
The Tyrant selfc came forth with yelling bray, I event. 


CANTO IX. 

Tlie Squire of low degr.*e, r.*loa- - . 

to wife . * 

( Bntoiuiirt tightea witli ivinghia ; 

Prince Arthur stints thcii stiifc. 

I iBut fniflifiill friendship doth them both sup- 

Hard is the doubt, and difficult to deoinc, pro-sc, 

When all three kinds of love together meet JAndthemwith maystring discipline doth tame, 
And doe dis])art the hart with powre extreme, /^’^^ougli thoughts aspyriiig to eternall fame: 
Whether shall weigh the balance aowiie; to fl'c soiile .loth rule the earthly masse, 

weet, service of the bodie frame, 

The dearc affection unto kindred sweet, soiile doth love of bodie passe, 

Or raging fire of love to womankind, pertect gold surmounts the 

Or zeme of friends comb^ nd with vertucs meet:; meanest brasse. 

But of them all the band of vert u.>us mind, m 

Me seemes, the gentle hart should most as- All which who list bv tryall to assay 
sured bind. Shall in this storie find ap*proved plaine ; 

It In which these Squires true friendship more 

For naturall affection soone doth cesse, did sway 

And quenched is with Cupids greater flame: iThen eillici care of |)urciit8 could refiaine, 
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Or love of fairest Ladie could oonetraine; 

For thoueh Poeana were as faire as mume, 

Yet did this trustie squire with proud disdaine 
For his friends sake her ofired favours scorne, 
And she her selfe her syre of .whom she was 
ybornc: 

IV 

Now, after that Prince Arthur graunted had 
To ycekl strong succour to that gentle swayne, 
Who now long time had lycii in prison sail ; 
He gall advise how best he mote darrayne 
That enterprize for greatest glories gay iie. 
That headlesse tyrants tronke he reanl from 
ground. 

And, having ympt the head to it agayne, 
Upon his usuall beast it firmely bol.nd, 

And made it so to ride as it alive was found. 


V 

Then did he take that chaced Squire, and layd 
Before the ryder, as he captive were, [ayd. 
And made his Dwarfe, though with unwilling 
To guide the beast that did his maisAer beaie, 
Till to his castle they approched neare; fward, 
Whom when the watch, that kept continuall 
Saw comminghome, all voide of doubtfull feare, 
He, running downe, the gate to him unbard ; 
Whom straight the Prince ensuing in together 
far’d. 

VI 

There did he find in her delitious bourc* 

The faire Poeana playing on a Rote 
Complayning of her cruell Paramoure, 

And singing all her sorrow to the note, 

As she had learned readily by rote ; 

That with the sweetnesse of her rare delight 
7'he Prince halfe rapt began on her to dote ; 
Till better him bethinking of the right, 

He her tinwares attacht, and cupti\e held*by 
might. 

VTI 

Whence being forth produc’d, when shceper- 
ceived 

Her owne deare sire, she cald to him for aide ; 
But whe.i of him no aunswere she receive!^ 
But saw him sencelesse by the Squire upstaide. 
She weened well that then she was betraide : 
Then gan she loudly cry, and weepe, and wailc. 
And that same Squire'of treason to upbraidc ; 
But all in vaine: her plaints might not prevailc, 
Ne none there was to reskue her, ne none to 
baile. 

VIII 

Then tooke he that same Dwarfe, and him 
compeld 

To open unto him the prison dore, 


And forth to bring those thrals which khere he 
held. 

Thence forth were brought to him above a score 
Of Knights and Sqiures to him uiiknowne afore : 
All which he did from bitter bondage free, 

And unto former liberty restore. 

Amongst the rest that Squire of low degree 
Came forth full weake and wan, not like him 
selfe to bee. 

IX 

Whom sooiie as faire ^mylia beheld 
And Placidas, the}' both unto liinft'an, 

And him embracing fast betwixt them held. 
Striving to comfort him all that they cun. 

And kissing oft his visage pale and wan : 

That faire Pceano, them beholding both, 

Gan iMith envy, and bitterly to ban ; 

Throngh jealous passion Avec]>ing inly wroth, 
To sec the sight perforce that both her eyes 
were loth. 


X 

But when awhile they had together beene, 
And diversly conferred of their case, [ scene 
Sh^ though full oft she both of them had 
Asunder, yet not ever in one place, 

Began !b 'doubt, when^he them saw embrace, 
Wmch was the captive Squire she lov’d so 
deare, 

Deceived through great likencssc of their face: 
For they so like in person did appeare. 

That she unealh discerned whether whether 
weare. 

XI 

And eke tlie Prince, when os he them avized. 
Their like rcsemblaunce much admired there. 
And mazd how nature had so well disguized 
Her worke, and counterfet her selfe so nere. 

As if that by one patterne, seene somewhere. 
She had them made a paragone to be. 

Or whether it through skill or ftrour were. 
Thus gazing long at them much wondred he; 
So did the other Knights and Squires which 
them did sec. 

XII 

Then gan^they ransacke that same Castle 
strong, ' fsure^ 

In which he found great store of hoorded threa> 
The which that tyrant gathered had by wrong 
And tortious powre, without respect or mea- 
sure: 

Upon all which the Briton Prince made seasure. 
And afterwards continu’d there a while 
To rest him selfe, and solace in soft pleasure 
Those weaker Ladies after weaiy toile ; 

To whom he did divide part of his purchaat 
spoile. 

t2 
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XIII 

And, for more joy, that captive Lady fairc, 
The faire Pccana, he enlarf^ed free, 

And by the rest did set in sumptuous chaire 
To feast and frollicke ; nathemore Avould she 
Shew gladsome countenauncc nor plonsaiint 
glee; 

But grieved was for losse both of her sire, 

And eke of Ijordship with both land and fee: 
But most she touched was with griefe entiii* 
For losse of her new love, the hope of her de- 
sire. » 

XIV 

But her the Prince, through his well wonted 
grace. 

To better tcnnes of myldncssc did entreat 
From that fowle rudeness c which did lier de- 
face; 

And that same bitter corsivc, which did eat 
Her tender heart and made refraine from meat, 
He with good thewes and spcachcs well ap- 
plyde 

Did mollifie, and calme her raging heat : 

For though she were must fairc, and goodl}' 
dyde. 

Yet she it all did mar y^h cruelty an(l«pridc. 

XV 

And, for to shut up all in friendly love, 

Sith love was first the ground of all her 
griefe, 

That trusty Squire he wisely well did move 
Nut to despise that damewhich lov’d him liefe. 
Till he had made of her some better priefe ; 
But to accept her to his wedded wife : 

Thereto he offred for to make him cliiefc 
Of all her land and lordship during life. 

He yeelded, and her tooke; so stinted all their 
strife. 

XVI 

From that clhy forth in peace and joyous 
blis 


Of his old love eonceav’d in secret brest. 
Resolved to pursue his former quest; 

And, taking leave of all, with him did beare 
Faire Amoret, whom Fortune by bequest 
Had left in his jirotection whileare. 

Exchanged out of one into another feare. 

» 

XVIII 

Feare of her safety did her not constrainc; 

For well she wist now in a mighty hoiid 
Her person, late in perill, did remainc. 

Who able was all daungers to withstond : 

But now in feare of shame she more did stond. 
Seeing her selfe all soly succourlesse, 

Left in the victors powrc, like vassall bond, 
Whose wipeher weakcncssc could no way re- 
presse, [cxcesse. 

In case his^uming lust should breake into 

XIX 

Blit cause of feare, sure, had she none at all 
Of him, who goodly learned had of yore 
The oxiuTsc of loose affection to forstall, 

And lawl^sse lust to rule with reasons lore ; 
That all the while he by his side her bore, 

8he was as safe as in a ‘Sanctuary. 

Thus many miles they two together wore. 

To seeke their loves dispersed diversly. 

Yet neither showed toother their hearts privity. 

XX 

At length tlicy came whereas a troupe of 
Knights 

They saw together skirmishing, as seemed: 
Sixe tlicy were all, all full of fell despight. 
But fouro of them the battell best beseem^, 
That which of them was best mote not be 
deemed. 

These foiiiew'cre they from whom false Florimel 
By tQraggadochio lately was redeemed ; 
TorWeet, stemu Druon,' and lewd Claribell, 
Love-lavish Blandamour, and lustfull Paridell. 


They liv’d together long without debate; 

Ne private jarre, iic spite of enemis. 

Could shake the safe assuraunceof their state: 
And she, whom Nature did so faire create 
That she mote match the fairest of her dai^. 
Yet with lewd loves and lust intemperate 
Had it defaste, thenceforth reformd her vraies. 
That all men much admynlc her change, and 
spake her praise. 

XVII 

Thus when the Prince had perfectly com- 
pylde, [rest. 

These paires of friends in peace and setled 
Him selfe, whose minde did travcll as with 
chylde 


• XXI 

Druons delight was all in single life. 

And unto Ladies love w'ould lend no Icasure : 
The more was Claribell enraged rife 
With fervent flames, and loved out of measure 
So eke lov’d Blandamour, but yet at pleasure 
Would change his liking, and new Lemans 
prove ; 

iBut Paridell of love did make no threasure, 
But lusted after all that him did move : 

So diversly these fouro disposed were to love. 

XXII 

But thoM two other, which beside them stoodey 
Were Britomart and gentle Scudaniour; 
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Who all the while beheld their wrathfull 
iDOude, 

And wondred at their iinpacablc stoure. 

Whose like they never saw till that same houre 
So dreadfiill strokes each did at other drive. 
And laid on load with all their mi^lit and 
powre, 

As if that every dint the ^host would rive 
Out of their wretched corses, and their lives 
deprive. 

XXIII 

As when Dan iEolus, in great displcasiin* 

For loase of his deare love by Neptune hent, 
Sends forth the winds out of his hidden tlirea- 
Tlpon the sea to wreake his fell intent ; [sure 
They breaking forth with rude unadiment 
From all fourc parts of heaven doe rage full sore, 
And tosse the deepes, and tcare tV« linnaraont, 
And all the world confound with wide uprorc. 
Ah if instead thereof they Chaos would restore. 

XXIV 

Cause of their discord and so fell dqjjate 
Was for the love of that same snoAvy maid, 
Whome they had lost in Turucyment. of late ; 
And, seeking long to Aveet Avhich AA'ay slic 
straid, [braide 

Met here together, AAdiere, Ihrough lewd up- 
Of Atis and Duessa, they fell out ; 

And each one taking part in others aide 
'Phis cruell conflict raised thereabout, [doubt : 
Whose dangerous succcbsc depended jwt in 

XXV 

For sometimes Paridell and Blandamour 
The better had, and bet the others backe ; 
Kftsoones the others did the field recoiire, 

And on his foes did workc full cruell Avracke : 
Tot neither would their flendlike fury slu«ke, 
But evermore their malice did augment ; 

Till that uneath they forced were, for lackc 
Of breath, their raging rigour to relent. 

And rest themselves for to rccoA'er spirits Jpent. 

XXVI 

Then gan they change their sides, and new 
parts take ; 

For Paridell did take to Druons side, 

For old despight Avhich now forth newly brake 
Gainst Blandamour, whom alwaics he envide; 
And Blandamour to Claribell rclidc : 

So all afresh gan former fight renoAv. [tide, 
As when two Barkes, this caried AA'ith the 
That with the wind, contrary courses sew. 

If wind and tide doc change, their courses 
change anew. 


XXVII 

Thenceforth they much more furiously gan 
As if but then the battell had begoiinc ; [ fare, 
Ne helmets bright nc haAvbcrks strong did 
spore, [bponne. 

That through the clifis the vermeil blond out 
And all adowiie their riven sides did ronne. 
ffiieli niortall malice wonder was to see 
In friends profesl, and so great outrage donne: 
Hut sooth is said, and tride in each degree, 
Faint friends Avheii they fall out most cruell 
foincii bee. " ^ 

XXVIII 

Thus the}' long Avhilc continued in fight ; 

'Pill Scuilamour and that same Briton inaide 
Bv fortune in that place did chance to light : 
VVhum soone as they with wralhfull eic bc' 
Vruide, 

'Phey gan lemcmhcr of the fowle upbraidc. 
The which that Britonesse had to them donne 
111 that late Turney for the snoAvy miiide; 
Where she had them both shamefully fordonne. 
And eke the famous prize ol beauty from them 
Avoniie. 

XXIX 

Eftsoones all burning Avith a fresh desire 
Of fell revenge, in their malicious mood [ ire. 
They from them selves gan turne their furious 
And cruell blades, yet steeining with Avhot 
bloud. 

Against those two let drive, as they Avere wood : 
Who Avoridring much at that so sodaine fit, 
Yet nought dismay d, tlicm stoutly Avell Avith- 
stood ; 

Nc yeclded fbotc, nc once abacke did flit. 

But being doubly smitten likewise doubly emit. 


x\x 

'Phe warlike Dame Avas on her part assaid 
Of Claribell ami Blandamour attonc ; 

And Paridell and Dnion tiercel^' laid 
At Scudamour, both his professed fonc : 

Fourc charged tAvo, and tAvo surcharged one ; 
Yet did those two them selves so bravely beare. 
That th' other litle gained by the lone. 

But with their owne repayed ducly wcare, 
And usury* withall: such gaine was gotten 
deare. 

XXXI 

Full oftentimes did Britomart assay 
To speake to them, and some emparlance move ; 
But they for nought their cruell hands Avoiild 
stay, 

Ne lend an eare to ought that might behove. 
As when an eager mastiffe once doth prove 
Tlie tast of bloud of some engored beast, 

No words may rate, nor rigour him remove 
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From greedy hold of that his blouddy feast : 

So litle did they hearken to her sweet bchcast. 

XXXII 

Whom when the Briton Prince afarre beheld 
With ods of so iiner^uall match opprast, 
llis mighty heart with indignation swold. 

And inward grudge fild his heroickc brest: 
Eftsoones him selfe lie to their aide addrest, 
And thrusting fierce into the thickest preace 
Divided them, how ever loth to rest ; 

And would^hem faine from battell to surccassc, 
With gentle words perswading them to friendl3’- 
peace. 

XXXIII 

But they sqfarre from peace or patience were, 
That all at once at him gan dcrculy flif, j 
And laj' on load, as they him downc would 
liearc ; 

Like to a storme which hovers under akic, 
Ixing here and there and round about doth stie, 
At length breakes downc in rainc, and hailc 
and sleet, 

First from one coast, till nought thereof be dric. 
And then another, till that likewiic fleet ; 
Andsufrom side to sidc^ill all the world it vreet. 

XXXI V 

But now their forces greatly were decayd. 
The Prince yet being fresh untoucht afore ; 
Who them with siicaches mildc gan first dis- 
swade fbore; 

From such foule outrage, and them long for- 
Till seeing them through sufTrance hartned 
more, 

Him selfe he bent their furies to abate, 

And laj'd at them so sharpely and so sore. 
That shortly them compellett to retrate^ 

And being brought in dauiiger to relent too late. 

c 

XXXV 

But now his courage being throughly fired, 
He ment to make thean know their follies prise, 
Had not those two him instantly desired 
T* aaawa^e his wrath, and pardon their mes- 
pnse; ‘ 

At whose request he gan him selfe advise 
To stay his hand, and of a truce to treat 
In mUiler tearmes. as list them to devise; 
Mongst which the cause of their so cruell heat 
He md them oske, who all tliat passed gan 
repeat: 

XXXVI 

And told atlargehow that same errant Knight, 
To weet faire Britomart, them late had foi led 


In open turney, and by wrongfull fight 
Both of Iheir publicke praise had them des- 
poyled. 

And also of their private loves beguyled. 

Of turn full hanl to rend the harder theft : 

But she that w'songfull challenge soone aasoylcd, 
And shew'd that she had not that Lady re^ 
(As they siqipos’d^ but her had to her liking 
left. 


XXXVII 

To whom the Prince thus goodly well replied : 
* Certes, sir Knight, ye seemen much to blame 
To rip up wrong that battdl once hath tried ; 
Wherein the honor both of Armes j'e shame. 
And eke the love of Ladies foule defame ; 

To whom/^ie vrorld this franchise ever ycelded, 
That of their loves chuise thei’^ might freedom 
clanfS, [shielded. 

And ill that right should by all knights be 
tiainst which, me secines. this war ye wrong- 
fully have wielded.’ 

XXXVIII 

‘And yet’ (quoth she) ‘a greater wrong re- 
raaincs : 

For I thereb}’ my former love have lost ; 
Whom seeking ever since with endlcsse paines 
Hath me much sorrow and much travel! cost : 
Aye me, to see that gentle maide so tost ! ’ 

But Scudamour, then sighing di^epe, thus saide: 
‘Certes, her losse ought me to sorrow most, 
Whyse right slie is, where ever she lie straide, 
Through many perils woune, and many for- 
tunes waide. 


XXXIX 

I For from ihc first that her I love profest, 
Unto this houre, this present lueklcsse howre, 

1 never j'jyed happinesse nor rest ; 

But thus turmoild from one to other stowre 
I «fast my life, and doe my daies devowre 
111 wTctehed anguishe and incessant woe, 
Passing the measure of iny feeble powre : 

That living thus a wretch, and loving so, 

I neither can my love ne yet my life forgo.’ 

XL 

Then fv^d Sir Claribell him thus bespake ; 
‘Now were it not, sir Scudamour, to vou 
Dislikefull painc so sad a taske to tafce, 

Mote we entreat you, sitb this gentle crew 
Is now so well accorded all anew, 

That as we ride together on our way. 

Ye will recount to us in order dew 
All that adventure which ye did assay 
For that faire Ladies love: past perils well 
apaj'.’ 
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XLi '.Tt> tell through what niLfortunc he had far'd 

So gan the rest him likewise to rcrjiiire, ! In that atchievement, as to him befell, 

Hut Hritomart did him importune hard | And all those daungers unto them declar'd: 

To take on him that paine: whoso great desire Which sith they cannot in this Canto well 
He glad to satisfie, him selfe prepar’d Comprised be, I will them in another telL 


* 

CANTO X. 

Bcndainotir doth bn conquest tell 
Of \erLuous Anioret : 

Great Venus IVnipli* is describ’d ; 
And luYcra lift* forth set. 


T ^ • And jmrclnHp me some place amongst the best. 

*Tkuk he it said, uhat ever man it sayd, boldly thought, (so joung^mens tlinuglits 
That love with gall and honv 4(dh abound; i • are bold) ^ 

Hut if the one lie with the other wayd, j Ibat this same bravo einpri/.c for me did rest, 

For everv dram of honv therein found she whom I beludd 

A iwuml of gall doth Jver it redound : . Might be my lucky lot ; sith all by lot w e hold. 

That J too true by triall have approved ; | 

For since the day that first with deadly vround v 

My heart was iauncht, and leaaiied to ha\e ‘ So on that hard adventure forth I W'cnt, 
l^ved, [ mo\ od. i Vnd to the place of pcrill shortly came : 

I never joyed howrc, but still with care was ^-as a temple faire and auncient, 

I WIiTcl) of gieatmiJCher Venus Iiarc the name, 
II -\nd farre renow’med through exceeding fame, 


‘And yctsuch grace is given them from aliove. Much more then that which was in Taplioa 
That all the, cares aii<l o\ ill whicli they meet j built, 

May nought at all tlicir .setled miiides rcnioAO, Or that in Cypnis, both long since this same, 
Hut seenie, gainst common sence, to lli^'in most I Though all the pillours of the one w'en‘ guill^ 
sw'eel ; j And all the others pa\'ement were with yvory 

As hosting in their martyrdome unmeet, j spilt. 

So all that ever vet 1 have endured 


1 count as naught, and tread downc under feet, ■ . j, ^ . j j , 

Sm™ of rov love at length I r«t n^ured. | AlmunrtinK all with deli. ™ rare, 

That to disloyalty .he wUl not be allured. j^od wall'd by nature gainst invaders wrung, 

^ , That none mote have accesse, nor inward fare, 

_ i Ihit by one w av that jiassage did prepare. 

‘ liong were to tell the travell and.longn^oile . jt w as a bridge vbuilt in gdMly wize [faire, 
Through which this shield ot love I late have 'With curious Ooibes and pendants graven 
wonne, And, arched all with porches, did arize 

And purchased this peerelesse beauties spoile, On statelv pillours fram’d after the Doricke 
That harder may be ended, then begonne : ! guizc. 

But since ye so desire, your will be donne. | 

Then hearke, ye gentle knights and Ladies free, ' , 

ivly hard mishaps that ye may leameto shonne; ilefence thcr^f on th other end 

For though sw’cet love to conquer glorious liec, reared was a ei^tlc faire and stnmg 

Yet Is the paine thereof mucli greater then the 

® t And naneked both the bridges sides along, 

I (rninst all that w'ould it faine to force or wTong • 
. And therein W'onned twenty valiant Knights^ 

‘ Wli.at time the fame of this renowmed prise All twenty tride in w'arres experience long ; 
Flew first abroad, and all mens eare.s pos.sest, I Whose office was again.st all manner W'ignts 
having armes then taken, gan avise | By all meancs to maintaine that castels andeitt 

0 winne me honour by some noble gest, I rights. 
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VllI 

^ Before that Castle was an open ftlaine, 

And in the midst thereof n yiiller placed ; 

On 'which this shield, of many sou^rlil jnvainc, 
The shield of Love, whose };uerdun me hath 
graced, 

Washangd on high with golden ribbands laced ; 
And in the marble stone Avas written this, 
With golden letters goodly well enchaced ; 
Slesseti the man that u'ell can use his hlis : 
Whose ever he the shield^ faire Avmret be his. 

€ IX 

‘ Which when T rod, my heart ilid inly came, 
And p.int Avitli hope of that adventures hap: 
Nc stayed further iiewes thereof to Icamc, 

But with my siicare upon the shield did rap, 
'riiat all the calcic ringeil with the clap. , 
Streiglit forth issewd a Knight all arm'd to 
proofe, 

And bravely mounted to his most mishap * 
Who, staying nought to question from aloofe, 
Kan tierce at me that fire glaunst from his 
horses hoofe. 

X 

* Whom boldly I encountred (as I could) 

And by good fortune shoriJl)' him unseatqfL 
Eftsoones outspning two more of eq nail mould; 
]iut I them both with equall hap defeated. 

So all the twenty I likewise entreated, 

And left them groning there upon tlic plainc: 
Then, prcacing to the pillour, 1 repealed 
The read thereof for guerdon of ray pain^ 

And taking doAvnc the shield with me did it 
retainc. 

XI 

* So forth without impediment T past, 

Till to the Bridges utter gate 1 came ; 

The which I found sure lockt and chained fast. 
I knockt, but no man aunswred me bv name; 

I cald, but no man aiiswred to my elame : 

Yet 1 persever’d laill to knocke and call. 

Till at the last I spide within the same 
Where one stood peeping through a crevis small, 
To whom 1 cald aloud, halfe angry therewitlialL 

XII 

* That WHS to weet the Porter of the*place, 
Unto whose trust the charge them if was lent: 
Ilis name Avas Doubt, that had a double face, 
Tb’one forward looking, th’ other backeward 
Therein resembling Janus auncient [bent, 
Which hath in charge the ingate of the yeare: 
And evermore his eyes about him Avent, 

As if some proved perill he did fearc. 

Or did misdoubt some ill whose cause did not 
appeare. 


Mil 

‘On tb’ one side he, on th’ other sate Delay, 
Buhindc the gate that none her might espy ; 
Whose manner Avas all passeugerb to stay 
And entertaine with her occasions sly : 
Through which some lost great hope imhecdily, 
Which noA'er thev" recoA’cr might againe ; 

And others, rpiitc excluded forth, did ly ^ 
Long languisbing there in unpittied painc, 
And seeking often cntraunce atlcnvards in 
value. 

XIV 

* Me Ai'hen jls he had privily espide 
Piearing the shield Avdiich 1 had coiiquerd late, 
lie kend it streight, and t-o me opened wide. 

So in J past, and streight he closil the gate : 
But being in^Delay in close awaite [stay, 
Caught hold on me, and thought iny steps to 
Feigning full ftany a fond excuse to prate. 
And time to steale, this threasure of mans day, 
Whose smallest minute lust no riches render 
may. 

XV 

‘ But by no meanes my way I Avoiild forslow 
For ought tliat ever she ciiuld doe or sav ; 

But from my lofty sleede dismounting low 
Past forth on foote, beholding all the way 
'I’he goodly Avorkes, and stones of rich assay, 
Cast into sundry shapes by Avondrous skill. 
That like on cai th no where 1 rccken may ; 
And underneath, the liA’^er rolling still 
With murmurc soft, that seem’d to serve the 
Y-orkmans Avill. 

XVI 

‘Thence forth I passed to the second gate. 
The (rate of Good Desert, wJiose goodly pride 
And costly frame Avere long here to relate. 

The same to all sUmmIc alAvaies open wide ; 

But in the Porch did evermore abide 
An hiejeous Giant, dreadfull to behold. 

That stopt the entraunce with his sfiacious 
•• stride^ 

And with the terrour of his countenance bold 
Full mpny did aflray, that else faine enter 
would. 

XVII 

‘ His name was Daunger, dreaded over-all, 
Who day and night did Ai'atch and duelv Avard 
From fcarefull cowards entrance to forstall 
And faint-heart-fooles, Avhom shew of perill 
hard 

Could terrific from Fortunes faire adward : 
For oftentimes faint hearts, at first cspiall 
Of his grim face, were from approaching scard ; 
Unworthy they of grace, whom one deniall 
Excludes from fairest hope withouten further 
triall. 
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* Yet many douf^htj’^ ^varriours, often tridc 
In jjreater perils to W stout and bold, 

Durst not the stemnesse of his lookc abide; 
Ibit, soone as they his countenanee did bcliold, 
lief^an to faint, and fecle their eora^'c eold. 
A^aine, some other, that in hard assaies 
Were cowards knowne,aiid litle count did hold, 
Eitherthrough gifts, or guile, or ‘^ueb like w aies. 
Crept in by stoiiping low, or stealing ol the 
kaies. 


XXIIT 

^In such liixiirious plentie of all pleasure, 

It seem’d a second paradise to ghes.se. 

So lavishlj’ ciirieht vith Natures thie.isiirc, 
That if the bappie soules, w'liieh doe possesse 
Til’ Elysian iields and live in lasting blesse, 
Sbould' happen this with living eye to see, 
■J'hey soone would loath their lesser happiiiesse, 
jAnrf wish to life return’d againe to bee, 

Tli.it in tins joyous place they mote have joyv 
ani-e free. 


XIX 

‘ Hut T. though meanest man of manj’ mon. 
Yet much disdaining unto him to lout, 

Or creepe betwe.ene his legs, so in to goe, 
Eesolv’d him to assault with maNt'ood stout, 
And either beat him in, or drive him out. 
Kftsooncs, advauncing thatenchamted shield. 
With all my might I gan to lay about : 

Which when he saw', the glaive which he did 
wield 

lie gan forthwith t’avalc, and way unto me 
yield. 

XX • 

* So, as I eiitred, I did baekeward looke. 

For feareof harmc that might lie hidden there; 
And loe ! his hindparts, w'hereof heed 1 tooke, 
Much more deformed fearefull, ugly were, 
Then all his former parts did ears! *appcrc : 

For hatred, murthcr, treason, and desjiight, 
With many moe lay in ambushment there, 

A way ting to entrap the warelcsse wight. 
Which did not them prevent with vigilant 
foresight. 

XXI 

‘ Thus haAnng past all perill, I was come 
Within the compassc of that Islands space ; 
'i’hc which did seeme, unto my simple doomc, 
The onclj' pleasant and deligbtfull place ^ 
That ever troden was of footings trace ; 

For all that nature by her mother-wit- * 
Gould flame in eartll, and forme of substance 
base, ^ 

Was there ; and all that nature did omit, 

Art, playing second natures part, supplyed it. 

XXII 

*No tree, that is of count, in greenewood 
From lowest Juniper to Ceder tall, [growes, 
No flowro in field, that daintie odour throwes, 
And dcckcB his branch with blossomcs overall, 
But there was planted, or grew naturall : 

Nor sense of man so coy and curious nice, 

But there mote find to please it selfc withall ; 
Nor hart could wish for any queint device. 
But there it present w'as, and did fraile sense 
entice. 


XXIV' • 

‘ Fresh shadowes, fil to shroud from siinnyraj’; 
Fairclawnds, to take the sunne in season dew ; 
Sweet springs, in which a thousand Nymphs 
did play ; ^ 

Soft rcmbling brookes, that gentle slomber drew; 
High reared mounts, the lands about to vow ; 
Low looking dales, disloignd from common 
gaze; 

Delightfull bowres, to solace lovers trew ; 
False Labyrinthes, fond runners eye.s to daze ; 
All which by nature made did nature selfe a- 
maze. 

• V'v 

‘ And all without were walkcs and allcyes 
dight 

With divers trees enrang'd in even rankes ; 
And here and there w'ere pleasant arbors pight. 
And shadie scates, and sundry flowring bankes. 
To sit and rest tlic walkers wcarie shankes ; 
And therein thousand pay res of lovers walkt, 
Praysing their god, and ycclding him great 
thankes, 

Ne ever ought but of their true loves talkt, 
Ne ever for rebuke or blame of any balkt. 


XXVI 

‘ All these together by themsetves did sport 
Their spotlessc pleasures and sweet loves con- 
tent. 

But, farre away from these, another sort 
Of lovers lincked in true harts consent. 

Which loved not as these for like intent. 

But on chaft vertue grounded their desire, 
Farre from all fraud or fayned blandishment; 
Which, in their spirits kindling zealous fire. 
Brave thoughts and noble deedes did evermore 
aspire. 


XXVII 

* Such were great Hercnles and Hyllus deare 
Trew Jonathan and David trustic tryde 
Stout Theseus and Pirithous his fcare 
Fylades and Orestes by his syde ; 
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My id Titus and Gcsippus without pr^ de ; ' 

Damon and Pythias, whom death could not' 
sever : 1 

All these, and all that ever had bene t yde j 
In bunds of friendship, there «1idlivef(»r ever; 
Whose lives although decay’d, yet loves de- 
cayed never. 

XXVIII 

‘Which when as I, that never tasted blis 
Nor happie hoAvre, beheld with gazetull ey»‘. 

1 thought there was none other heaven then 
this 

And gan their endlcsse happincsac enA’ve, 

'I'hat being free from feare and gealosye 
M ight fran Uely there thei r loves des ire jiosaesse ; 
Whilest 1, tluough paincs and i)erlous ^co- 
pardi^ * I 

Was f'irst to ac(^ke iny lifea deare patrrjnnesse : 
Much dearer lx‘- the tlirngs Avhich come through 
hard distresse. j 

XXIX 

‘ Vet all those sights, and all that else 1 suav, 
Might not my steps withhold, but that tbith- 
right * 

Unto that inirposd pluo*' T did mo drani, 

Where as my love Avas lodged day and night, 
Tlie temple of great Venus, that is higlit 
'I’Jie Qiieene of beaut ie, and of love the mother, 
There worshipped of every In mg Avight; 
Whose goodly workman si up farre past all other 
That ever Avere on earth, all Avere they set to- 
gether. 

XXX 

‘ Not that. ' ame famous Temple of Diane, 
Whose higlit all Kphesns did oatisw. 

And Avliieh all Asia sought Avith voAves pro- 
phane. 

One of the worlds seven Avonders savd to bee, 
Might mutch r'ith this by many a degree: 
Nor that Avhich that Avise King of June framed 
With endlesse cost to be tJi Almighties see; 
Nor all, that else through alltlicAvorld is named 
To all the heathen Gods, might like to this 
be darned. 

XXXI ( 

‘ I, much admyring that so goodly frame. 
Unto the norcirapprocht which open stood; 
But therein sate an amiable Dame, 

That seem’d to be of very sober mood. 

And in her semblant shew’d gi-eat womanhood : 
Strange was her tyre ; for on her head a crowne 
She wore, much like unto a Danisk hood, 
Poudred with pearle and stone ; and all her 
gownc [adowne. 

Enwoven was with gold, that rauglit full low 


XXXll 

On cither side of her two young men stood. 
Both strongly nnnM, as fearing one another ; 
Vet were they brethren bothofhalfe the blood, 
Ik'gotleri by tAVo falbers of one mother, 
Though of eontrarie naturc-s each to otlier : 

The one of them bight Love, the other Hate. 
Hate Avas the elder, Loa e the younger liKithcr ; 
Yet was the younger stronger in his state 
Then th’ elder, and him maystred still in all 
debate. 

XXXIII 

‘Nathlesse that Dame so well them tempred 
both, 

That she lliem forced liand to joyne in hand, 
Albe that Jtal.rcd Avas thereto full loth, 

And til ru'd his face aivay, as he did stand, 
UiiAvilliug behold that loA'cly hand. 

Yet slie was of such grace and vert nous might, 
riial her cnmmnundrnent he could not with- 
Biit hit his lip for fclonous despighi, fstand, 
And gnashr. hisyrontuskes at that disposing 
sight. 

‘ xxxiv 

‘Concord she deeped Avns in common reed, 
Mot her of blessed Peace and Friendship treAv; 
They both her twins, both home of heavenly 
seeil, 

And hlie her selfo likiuvise diA'inely groAv ; 

The Avhich right Avell her Avorkes divine did 
sluw : fiends, 

For ti^trength and wealth and haiipinesse she 
And strife and A\’arrc and anger does sulxlew : 
Of litlc much, of iinw she inaketh friends, 

And to atllictcd iniiids sweet rest and quiet 
sends. 

xwv 

‘ By hiT the heaven is in his course contained. 
Anti all the Axorld in state iininoA'ed stands, 

As tlicir Almightic maker first ordained, 

And bound them with inviolable bands ; 
lilse would the waters overfloAA' tlie lands, 
AniWredevourethcayre, andlioll them quight, 
But that sheholds them with her blessed hands. 
She is the nourse of pleasure and delight, 

And unto Venus grace the gate doth open right. 

XXXV I 

‘ B}’ her I entring half dismayed Avas ; 

But she in gentle wise me eiitertayned, 

And tAvixt her selfe and IjOvc did let me pas ; 
But Hatred would my entrance haA'c ro- 
strayned, [brayned. 

And Avith his club me threatned to have 
ITail not tlie Ladic Avith her poAvrefuIl speach 
Him from his wicked Avill uneath refrayned; 
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And tlf other eke his malice did cmpeacb, 

Till 1 was throughly past the perill of his 
reach. 

XXXVII 

' Into the inmost Temple thus I came, 

Which fuming all with frankensence I found 
And odours rising from the altars dome. 

Upon an hundred marble pillors round 
The roofe up high was reared from the ground, 
All deckt with crownes, and chayncs, and gir- 
lands gay, ^ [|>uund, 

And thousand pretious gifts worth many a 
The which sad lovers for their vowes did pay ; 
And all tlie ground was strow’d with flowres 
os fresh as Ma}*. 

XXXVIII • 

‘ An hundred Altars round about were set. 

All flaming with their 8acrJfi%s lire, 

That with the steme thereof the Temple swet, 
Which rould in clouds to heaven di<l aspire, 
And in them bore true lovers vowes entire : 
And eke an hundred brasen caudrons bright, 
I'o bath in jo^' and amorous de^r^ 

Every of wliich was to a damKell hight; 

For lul the Priests were damzels in soft linnen 
dight. 

XXXIX 

^ Right in the midst the Goddesse selfe did 
stand 

Upon an altar of some costly masse, 

Whose substance was uneath to uinlerstand : 
For neither pretious stone, nor durefWl brasse. 
Nor shining gold, nor mouldring clay it was ; 
Rut much more rare and pretious to estmne. 
Pure in as]iect, and like to christall glasse, 

Vet glasse was not, if one did rightly devmo; 
Rut, being faire and brickie, likest glasse did 
seeme. 

XI. 

‘ Hut it in sha^ic and beautie did excell 
All other Idoles which the heatheh adoTc, 
Farre passing that, which by surpossing skill 
Phidias did make in Paphos Isle of yoae, 

With which that wretched Greeke, that life 
forlore. 

Did fall in love; yet this much fairer shined. 
But covered with a slender veile afore ; 

And both her feete and legs together twyned 
Were with a snake, whose head and tail were 
fast combyned. 

XLI 

‘ The cause why she was covered with a vde| 
Was hard to know, for that her Priests the 
same 

From peoples knowledge labour'd to concele : 
But sooth it was not sure for womanish shamet 


Nor any blemish which theworkc inoU> blame; 
But for, they say, she hath both kinds in one, 
Both male and female, both under one name : 
She syre and mother is her selfe alone, [none. 
Begets and eke conceives, nc needeth other 

XI.II 

‘ And all about her ncckc and shoulders flew 
A flocke of litle loves, and sports, and joyes. 
With nimble wings of gold and purple hew; 
Whose shapes seem’d not like to terrcstriall 
boyes, 

But like to Angels playing hffavenly toyes. 
The whilest their eldest brother was away, 
Cupid their eldest brother ; he enjoyes 
The wide kingdome of love wdth lordly sway, 
Aad to his law compels all creatures to obay. 

• XLIII 

‘ And all about her altar scattered lay _ 

Great sort^ (»f lovers piteously complayning, 
Some of their lossc, some of their loves delay, 
Some of their pride, some paragons disdayning, 
Some fearing fraud, some fraudulently fayning. 
As every one had cause of good or ill. 
Amongst the rest some one, through Loves 
const raj’ning 

Tofmented sore, coiild not containo it still. 

But thus brake forth, that all the temple it did 
fill 

Xl.IV 

‘ “ Great Venus I CJueenc of beaut ie and of grace, 
The joy of Gods and men, that under skic 
Docst lay rest shine, and most adornc thy place ; 
'I’hat with thy sinyling lookc doest pacific 
The raging seas, and iriakst the stormes to flie ; 
Thee, goddesse, thee the winds, the clouds doe 
feare. 

And, when thou spredst thy mantle forth on hie. 
The waters play, and pleasant lands appcarc. 
And heavens laugh, and al the world shews 
joyous cheare. • 

XLV 

* “ Then doth the deedale earth throw forth to 
thee 

Out of her fruitfull lap aboundant flowres ; 
And then all living wights, soone as they sec 
The spaing breake forth out of his lusty bowres^ 
They all doe learne to play the Paramours ; 
First doc the meri^ birds, ’thy prety pages, 
Privily pricked with thy lustfull powres, 
Chirpe loud to thee out of their Icavy cages, 
An^ thee their mother call to coolc theif 
kindly rages. 

XLVI 

‘ “ Then doe the salvage beasts begin to play 
Their pleasant friskes, and loath their wonted 
food: 
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The Lyons roTc ; the Tygrcs loudly bray ; 

The ragiiif' Buis rebellow throu{;Vr the wood, 
And breaking forth dare tempt the deepest 
flood [desire. 

To eome where, thon doost draAv them with 
80 all things else, that nourish vital! blood, 
Soone as with fiiij' thou doest them inspire. 

In generation seckc to quench their inward fire. 

XIA'II 

So all the world by thee at first was made, ■ 
And dayly yet4liou doest the same re[iayre; 
Ne ought "on earth (hat merry is and glad, 

No ought on earth that lovely is and fa3're. 
But thou the same for pleasure didst pre- 
pay re: 

Thou art "the roo* of all that joyous is : 

Ureat (iod of men and women, quoene of'tli’ 
ayi'c. 

Mother of laughter, and welspring of blisse, 

0 graiint. that of my love at last 1 may not 

missel ” 

XLVIll 

‘So did he saj': but I with miirmurc soft, 
That none might hearethe sorrow of my hart, 
Vet inly groning deepe imd sighing oft,* 
Besought her to graunt eaA* unto iii.v smifrt, 
And to mj’’ wound her gratious helji impart. 
Whilojiit thus I spake, behold ! w’ith happ3' eye 

1 spyde where at the Idoles feet, apart 
A bevic of fayre damzels close did lye, 

Wayt ing 'when as the Anthemc should be sung 

on hye. 

xi.ix 

‘Tlie first of them did sceme of ryper j’cares 
And graver eountenaiicc then all the rest ; 

Vet all the rest were eke her equall peares. 

Yet unto her obayed all the best. 

Her name was Womanhood; that she ex- 
piest 

Bi' her sad sembhtnt and dcmeaniire wyse : 
For stedfaat still her e.vcs did fixed rest, 

Ne rov’d at randon, after gazers guyse. 

Whose luring baytes oftimes doe heedlesse harts 
entyse. 

I. 

‘ And next to her sate goodly Shameftistnesse, 
Ne ever durst her e^’es from ground upreare, 
Ne ever once did looke up fnim her dcssc, 

As if some blame of evill she did fearc, 

That in her rheekes made roses oft appeare: 
And her against sweet Cherefnlnehso '■was placed, 
Whose eyes, like twinkling stars in evening 
eleare, [chaetKi, 

Were deckt ivith smyles that all sad humors 
^d darted forth delights the wliich her good- 
ly graced. 


1.1 

‘And next to her sate sober Modcstie, 
Holding her hand upon her gentle hart; 

And her against sate comety Curtesie, 

That unto every person kneiv her part; 

And her Ix-fore was seatijd overthwart 
Soft Silence, and siibmisse OI>cdienee, 

Both linekt together never to dispart; * 
Both gifts of (lod, not gotten but from thence, 
Btith girlomls of his Saints against their foes 
• "offence. 

liii 

‘Thus sate they all around in seemel^' rate: 
And in the midst of them a goodly mayd 
Even in the lap of Womanhood there sate, 

The which waj,all in lilly white arayd. 

With silver streames amongst the linncii 
straj^’d;,. 

Like to the*Momo. when first her shvning face 
Hath to the glooinj' w'orld itselfe bewray’d: 
That same was fayrest Amoret in place, 
Shy^ning with beauties light and heavenh' 
vertiics grace. 

UII 

‘Whom soone as I beheld, my hart gan throb 
And wade in doubt w'hat best were to be 
donne ; 

For sacrilege me seem’d the Church to rob, 
And follv seem’d to leave the thing undonne 
Which with so strong attempt 1 had begonne. 
Tho, shaking off all doubt and shamefast feare 
Which |^.adics love, 1 heard, had never wonne 
Mongst, men of worth, 1 to her stepped neare. 
And by the lilly’ hand her labour’d up to 
reare. 

LIV 

‘ Thereat that formost matrone me did 
blame. 

And sharpe rebuke for being over bold; 
Sai’in^, it was to Knight unseemely shame 
Upon, a recluse Virgin to lay hold. 

That unto Venus services w'as sold 
To whom T thus : “Nav, but it fltteth best 
For Cupids man -with Venus mayd to hold. 
For ill your goddesse services are drest 
By virgins, and her sacrifices let to rest.” 

LV 

‘With that my shield I forth to her did 
show, 

Which all that while I closely had conceld; 
On which when Cupid, with his killing bow 
And cruell shafts, cmblazond she beheld, 

At sight thereof she was with terror qiicld. 
And said no more: but 1 , which all that 
while 

The pledge of faith, her hand, engaged held, 
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Like warie Hynd within the weedie soyle. 

For no iiitreatie would foigoe so glorious j 
spoylc. 

LVI 

< And evermore upon the Goddesse face 
Mine eye was dxt, for tcare of her oflcncc; 
Whom* when I saw with amiable grace 
To laugh at me, and lavuur my pretence, 

I was cmboldned with more contidencu; 

And nought for iiicencsse nor fur envy 
sparing, 

In presence of them all forth led her thence 
All looking on, and like astonisht staring. 

Yet to lay hand on her not one of all them 
daring. « 

LVII 

‘ She olteii prayd, and often m» besought^ 
Sometime with tender tcares to let her goe. 


Sometime with witching smyles ; but yet, for 
nought 

That ever she to me could say or doc. 

Could she her wished freedome fro me wooe : 
But forth I led her through the Temple gate. 
By which I hardly past with much Moe: 

But that same Ladie, which me friended late 
In entrance, did me also friend in my retrate. 

LVlll 

* No lessc did Daungcr threaten me with dread, 
Whenas he saw me, maugre alAiis powre^ 
That glorious spoylc of l^utie with me lead. 
Then Cerberus, when Orpheus did recoure 
His Leman from the Stygian Princes boure *. 
But evermore my shield did me defend 
Agiynst the stonne of every dPeadfull stoure: 
Thus safely with my love 1 thence did wend.* 
So ended he his tale, where 1 this Canto end. 


CANTO XI. 


Ifarinclla former wound is hoald. 

Ho comes to Proteus 1^1, 

Where Thiunes doth the Medway wedd, 
And feasts the Sea-gods all. 


I 

But ah for pittie ! that I have thus long 
Left a fayre Ladie languishing in payne: 

Now well-away ! that I have dodh such 
wrong, 

To let faire Florimell in bands remayue. 

In bands of love, and in sad thraldomes 
chayne; [free 

From which, unlesse some heavenly powre her 
By miracle, not yet appearing plavne. 

She lenger yet is like captiv’d to bee ; • 

That even to thinke thereof it inlypitties^mce. 

II 

Here neede you to remember, how er awhile 
Unlovely Proteus, missing to his mind 
That Virgins love to win by wit or wile. 

Her threw into a dongeon deepe and blind. 
And there in chaynes her cruelly did bind. 

In hope thereby her to his bent to draw : 

For, when as neither gifts nor graces kind 
Her constant mind could move at all he saw. 
He thought her to compell by crucltie and 
awe. I 

1x1 I 

Deepe in the bottome of an hu^ great nxike 
The doi^on was, in which her bound he left, 
Tlmt neither yron banes, nor brasen lucke, , 
Did need^ to gaid from force, or secret theft | 


Of all her lovers which would her have ref: : 
Fur wall'd it was with waves, which rag'd and 
ror’d 

As they the cliffe in peeces would have cleft; 
Besides ten thousand monsters foule abhor’d 
Did waite about it^ gaping griesly, all begor'd. 

IV 

And in the midst thereof did honor dwell. 
And darkenesse dredd that never viewed day. 
Like to tlie balefull house of lowest hell, 

In which old Styx her ageddtones alway. 

Old Styx the Grandame of the Gods, doth lay. 
There did this lucklesse mayd seven months 
Nc ever evening saw, ne mornings ray, [abide, 
Ne ever from the day the night dcscride. 

But thought it all one night that did no houres 
diyidc. 

V 

And all this was for love of Marinell, 

Who her despvsd (ah '.who would her despy se ?) 
And womens love did from his hart ex^ll, 
And all thosejoyes that weake mankind entyse. 
Nathlesse his pride full dearely he did piyse ; 
For of a womans hand it was ywroke. 

That of the wound he yet in languor lyes, 

Ne can be cured of that crucll stroke 
Which Britomart him gav^ when he did her 
provoke. 
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VI 

Yet farre and neare the Nymph liiH mother 
sought, 

And many salves did to his sore applie, 

And many herbes did use. But when u! 
nought, 

She saw, could oa^e his rankling maladic, 

At last to Tryphon she for heipe did hie, 

(This Tryphon is tlic seagods surgeon hight,) 
Whom sho besought to find some remedie. 

And for his paincs a whistle him bchiglit, 


To which no wit of man may comcn neare ; 

Heipe me to tell the names of all those floods 

And all those Nymphes. which then assembled 
were 

To that great banquet of the wntry Gods, 

And all their siindrj'^ kinds, and all their hid 
abodes. I 

XI 

First came great Neptune, with his threeforkt 
inacc, 

I'liat rules the Seas and makes them rise or fall ; 


That of a lishcCr shell was wrought with rare His dewv lockes did drop with brine apace 
delight. . I.;., ivi-j i . 

So well that Leach did hearkc to her request. 

And ilid so wcII«i‘rnploy his carcfull paine. 

That in short space his hurts ho had redre^L 
And him restor'd to hcalthfull state agaiiic : 

In which he long time after did reinainc 
There with the Nymph his mother, like her 
thrall: 

Who sore against his will did him retainc. 

For feare of perill which t(» him mote fall 
Through his too ventrous prowesse proved overl 


It fortun'd then, a solemnc feast was there 
To all the Sea-gods and their fruitfull seede, 
In honour of the spoiisalls which then were 
Betwixt the Medway and tlie Thames agreeil 
Long had the Thames (as we in records reed) 
Before that day her wooed to his bed, 

But the proud Nymph would for no worldly 
meed, 

Nor no entreatie, to his love be led ; 

Till now, at last relenting, she to him was wed. 


So both agreed that this their bridale feast 
Should for the Gods in Proteus house be made: 

To which they all repayr’d, both most and 
least, 

As well whicli in the mightie Ocean trade. 

As that in rivers swim, or brookos doe wade; 

All which, not if an Inindred tongues nj tell, 1 JNeieus and I'elias, lovelv brethren both 
And hundred mouthes, and voice of brasse 1 1 Mightie Chrysaor; and Caicus stronc ; 


Under his Diademe imperiall : 

And by his side his Queenc with coronall, 
Faire Amphitrite, most divinely faire. 

Whose yvoric^houlders weren covered all, 

As with a robe, with her owne silver hairc. 
And deokt with poarles which th’ Indian seas 
fur her prepaire. 

XII 

These marched farre afore the other crew : 
And all the way before them, as they went, 
Triton his tijpmpct shrill before them blew, 
For goodly triumph and great jollymcnt, 

That made the rockes to roare as they wen* 
rent. 

And after them the royall issue came, 

Which of them sprung by lineall descent : 
First the Sea-gi^s, which to tliemselves doe 
dame 

The pown* to rule the billowcs, and 

« 

xiir 

Phorcys, the father of that fatall brood, 

By whom those old Heroes wonne such fume ; 
And Glaucuj, that wise southsayes undei stiMsl ; 
And trapeke Inoes sonne, the which became 
A God of seas tlirough his mad mothers blame, 
Now li^ht I’alcmon, and is saylers frend ; 
i Brontes : and Astrieus, that did shame 


& 


to tame, 
c waves 


Great Brontes ; 

Him^lfc with incest of his kin unkciid ; 

And huge Orion, that doth tempests still por- 
mnd; 

XIV 


The rich Cteatus ; and Kurvtus long ; 
Neleus and Pelias, lovely brethren both ; 


had, 

And endlesse memorie that mote cxccll, 

In order as they came could 1 recount them 
well. 


Ilclpe, therefore, O ! thou sacred imp of Jove 
The noursling of Dame Memorie his dean*. 

.To whom those rolles, layd up in heaven above, 
And records of antiquitie appeare, 


Kurypiilus, that calmes the waters wroth ; 
And faire Euphoemus, that upon them goth 
As on the ground, without dismay or dread ; 
Rerce Erj’x : and Alebius, that know'th 
^e waters depth, and doth their bottnmc tread ; 
And sad Asopus, comely with his hoarie heaiL 


XV 


^ ™ost famous founders were 
Of puissant Nations ivhich the world posscst;, 
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Yet sunnes of Neptune, now asHembloil here : 
Ancient O^yges, even th’ anncicntest ; 

And Inachus renowmd above the rest ; 
Phoenix, and Aon, and Pelasgus old ; 

Great Belu^ Phoeax, and Agenor beet ; 

And mighiie Albion, father of the bold 
And warlike people which the Uritaine lsland<4 
hold : 

xvr 

For Albion the noiiuc ot Neptune Avas, 

VVln>, ft)r the proofe of his great puissance, 

^)ul of ins Albion did on drv-(l»ot pas 
Into old Gall, that now is deeped France, 

To fight with Hercules, that did advance 
To vanquish all the world with malcblessc 
might; • 

And there his mortall part by great mischance 
Was slaiiie : but that whicli is ifi' iuiinortall 
spright [ was dight. 

Lives still, and to this feast with Neptunes seed 

WII 

Put what doe 1 their names seeke lo rehcr^e. 
Which all the world have n ith theirlssue tild ? 
How can they all in this so narrow verse 
Contayned be, and in small compasse hild V 
Let tliein record them that are better skild. 
And know the moniments of passed age : 
Oncly what needeih shall be here liilhld, 

T’ expresse some jiart of that great equipage 
Which from great Neptune do ileriv'c their 
parentage. ^ 

XV III 

Next came the aged Ocean and his Dame 
Old 'fethys, th’ oldest two of all the rest; 

Fur all the rest of those two parents came, 
Which afterward both sea ami land ])osscst; 
Of all Avhich Nerens, th’ eldest and the best. 
Did first proceed, then which none moi e uj)- 
right, • 

Xe more sincere in word and deed jirqfest ;«• 
Most voide of guile, mo.st free from fowle de- 
spight, [right. 

Doing him selfe, and teaching others t<T doe 

XIX 

Theretii he was expert in prophecies, 

And could the ledden of the gods unfold; 
Through which, when l*arLs brought his fa- 
mous prLse, 

The faire Tindarid lasse, he him fortuld 
That her all Greece with many a champion 
bold 

Should fetch againe, and finally destroy 
Proud Priams rowne. So wise is Ncreus old. 
And so well skild ; uathlessehc takes great joy 
Oft-times amongst the wanton Nymphs to 
sport and toy. 


And after him the famous rivers came. 

Which doe the earth enrich and beautilie : 

The fertile Nile, which creatures nen doth 
frame; [ski'*; 

Long Rhodan us, whose bourse springs from the 
Faire Ister, flowing from the mountaines hie 
Divine Scamander, purpled yet with blood 
Of Greeks and Trojans which therein did die; 
Pactolns glistring with his golden flood; 

Ami 'lygris fierce, whobc streames of none may 
be withstood ; • 

XM 

Great Ganges, and iminortall ICuphratcs. 
Deepe Indus, and Maiander intricate, 

Slow Peneus, and tempestuous ^asides. 

Swift dihene, and Alpheus still immaculate 
Ooraxes, feared for great Cyrus fate, 

Tvbria, renowined for the |{umaines fame, 
Hii*h Oranochy, though but kiiowen late ; 

And that huge River, which doth beare his 
name [same. 

Of warlike Amazons, Avho doe posscsse the 

XXII 

Joy dll those warliki^women, which so long 
Can from all men so rich a kingdome hold ! 
And bhumc on you, O men ! which boast your 
strong [bold, 

And valiant hearts, in thoughts lesse bard and 
Vet qiuiile in conquest of that land of gold. 
Put this to you, O Pritons ! most pertaines, 
To ivhom tlie right hereof it selfe hath sold, 
The wbieh. for sparing litle cost or paincs, 
IjOosc so iminortall glory, and so cndlesse 
gaines. 

XXIIT 

Then ivas there heard a most celestiall sound 
Of dainty miisicke, w'hich did next ciisew 
Pefore the spouse : that was Arion crownd ; 
Who, playing on his harpe, unto him drew 
The eares and hearts of all that goodly crew . 
That even yet the Dolphin, which him liore 
Through llie Agicaii sens ftoin l^iratcs vew, 
Stood still by him astonislit at his lore, 

Anil all tlii^ raging seas for joy forgot to rore. 


So went he playing on the w'atery plainc ; 
Soone after ivhom the lovely Bridogroome 
came, 

The noble Tliamis, with all his goodly trainc ; 
Put him before there went, as best became, 
His auncient parents, namely th’ auncient 
Thame. 

But much more aged was his wife then he, 
The Ouzc, wboiQ men 4oe Isis lightly name; 
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Full weake and crooked creature seemed shee, 
And almost blind through eld, that scarce her 
way could see. 

XXV 

Therefore on cither side she was sustained 
Of two snial grooms, which by their names 
were hight ‘[whicli pained 

The Chume and Charwell, two small streames, 
Tliem selves licr footing to dirtict aright, 
Wliich fayled oft through faint and feeble 
plight* 

But ITiame was stronger, and of better stay; 
Yet seem’d full aged by his outward sight. 
With head all hoary, and his beanl all gray, 
Deawed with silver drops that trickled downe 
olwa}'. • 

XXVI • 

And eke he somewhat seem’d to stoupc afore 
With bowexl backe, by reason of the lode 
And auncient heavy burden which he bore 
Of that faire Cit}’, wherein make abode 
So many learned iinpes, that shoote abrude. 
And with their braunches spred all Britany, 
No lesse then do her elder sisters broodc. 

Jov to you both, ye ilouiile nourscry 
O^Arts! but, Oxibrd, thfte doth Tliam^most 
glorify. 

XXVII 

But he their sonne full fresh and jolly was. 
All docked in a rube of watchet hew', [glas. 
On which the waves, glittering like Ghristall 
So cunningly enwoven were, that few 
(kiuld weeneii whether they were false or trew : 
And on his head like to a "Coronet 
He wore, that seemed strange to common vew, 
In which were many towres and castels set. 
That it encompost round os nilh a golden fret. 

XXVIII 

Like as the mother of the Gods, they say. 

In her great iron charet wonts to ride. 

When to doves pallace she doth take her way. 
Old Cybele, arayd with pompous pride, 
Wearing a Diadcme embattild wide 
AVith hundred turrets, like a Turribant ; 

With such an one was Thamis bca^^tifide ; 
That was to weet the famous Troynovant, 

111 which her kiiigdomes throne is chiefly re- 
siant. 

XXIX 

And round about him many a pretty Page 
Attended duely, ready to obay ; 

All little Rivers which owe vassallage 
To him, as to their Lord, and tribute pay : 

The chaulky Kenct. and the Thetis gray. 

The morish Cole, and the soft sliding Breone, 
The wanton Lee, that oft doth loose his way; 


And the still Darent, in whose waters cleane 
Ten thousand fishes play and dccke his plea- 
sant streame. 

XXX 

Then came his neighbour flouds which nigh 
him dwell. 

And water all the English soilc throughofat : 
They all on him this day attended well. 

And with meet service waited him about, 

Ne none disdained low to him to lout : 

No, not the stately Srveme grudg’d at all, 

Ne storming Humber, though he looked stout ; 
But both him honor'd as their urincipall. 

And let their swelling waters low before him 
fall. ^ 

xxxx 

There was t]^ speedy Tamar, which devides 
The Cornish and the Devoiiish coniines ; 
Through both whose borders swiftly downe it 
glides, [ dines : 

And, meeting Plim, to Plimmouth tlience de- 
And Dart, nigh chockt with sands of tinny 
mines. 

But Avon marched in more stately path, 
Proud of his Adamants with which he shines 
And glisters wide, as als’ of wondrous Bath, 
And Bristow faire, which on his waves he 
builded hath. 


XXXII 

And there came Stoure with terrible aspect. 
Bearing his sixe defonned heads on hye, 

That doth his course through Blandford plains 
direct. 

And washeth Winbomemeadesin season dryc. 
Next him went Wyliboume with passa^ slye, 
That of his wylinessc his name doth tiuce. 
And of him selfe doth name the shire thereb3’': 
And Mole, that like anousling Mole doth make 
His way still under ground tiU Thamis he 
H overtake. 

XXXIII 

Thei^came the Bother, decked all with woods 
Like a wood God, and flowing fast to Khy ; 
And Sture, that parteth with his pleasant 
floods 

The Easternc Saxons from the Southeme ny. 
And Clare and Harwitch both doth beautify : 
Him follow’d Yar, soft washing Norwitch wall, 
And with him brought a present Joyftilly 
Of his owne fish unto their festivall. 

Whose like none else could shew, tlie whicli 
they Ruffins call. 

XXXIV 

Next these the plenteous Ouse came far from 
land. 

By many a city and by many a towne 
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And many rivers taking under-hond 
Into his waters as he pusseth downe, 

The Clc, the Were, the Grant, the Sture, the 
Rowne. [ flit, 

Thence doth by Huntingdon and Cambridge 
My mother Cambridge, whom as with a 
Crowne 

Tic doth adome, and is adorn’d of it [wit. 
With many a gentle Muse and many a learned 

XXXV 

And after him the fatnll Welland went, 

That, if old sawes prove true (which God for- 
bid!) 

Shall drovnie all Holland with his excrement, 
And shall see Stamford, though ndl/ homely hid, 
Then shine in learning, more then ever did 
Cambridge or Oxfbrt4 Knglands gtodly beames. 
And next to him the Neiie downe softly slid ; 
And bounteous Trent, that in him sclfe en- 
seame.s [ streames. 

Both thirty sorts of fish, and thirty sundry 

XXXVI • 

Next these came 'rync, along u hose stony 
ban eke 

T'hut Romaine Monarch built a brasen wall, 
Which mote the fecblcd Britons strongly 
flancke 

Against the Piets that swarmed over-all, 
Which yet thereof Gualsever they doc cull: 
And 'IHvede, the limit betwixt Lugris la^d 
And Albany : And JCden, though but small. 
Vet often stainde with bloud of many a band 
Of Scots and English both, that tyned on bis 
strand. 

XXXVII 

Then came those sixe sad brethren, like for- 
lorne. 

That whilomc were (aa antique fathers tell) 
Sixe valiant Knights of one foire Nym^c 
ybomc, 

Which did in noble deedes of armes cxcell. 

And wonned there where now Yorke pwple 
dwell; [might, 

Still Urc, swift Werfe, and Ozc the most of 
High Swale, unquiet Nide, and troublous Skell; 
All whom a Scythian king, that Humber hight, 
Slew cruelly, and in the river drowned quight. 

xxxviii 

But past not long ere Brutus warlicke sonne, 
Locrinns, them aveng’d, and the same date. 
Which tlie proud Humber unto them had donne, 
By equall dome repayd on his owne pate : 

For in the selfe same river, where he late 
Had drenched them, he drowmed him againe. 
And nam’d the river of his vrietchcd fate 
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Whose bad condition yet it doth retaine. 

Oft tossed with his stormes which therein still 
remaine. 

XXXIX 

These after came the stony shallow Lone, 
That to old Loncaster his name doth lend ; 
And following Dee, which Britons long ygone 
Did call divine, that doth by Chester tend ; 
And Conway, which out of his streamedoth send 
Plenty of pearles to decke his domes withall; 
And Lindus that his pikes doth n^st commend. 
Of which the auncient Lincolne men doe call : 
All these together marched toward Proteus 
hall. 

XL 

Ne thence the Irishe Rivers absent were, 

Sith fio leshe famous then the rest they bee. 
And joy nc in neighbourhood of kingdome nere, 
Why should they not likewise in love agree. 
And joy likewise this solcmne day to see? 
They saw it all, and present were in place; 
Though 1 tkem all according their degree 
Cannot mcouut, nor tell their hidden race, 

Nor read the salvage cuntreis thorough which 
they i»ace. 

• Itu 

Tliere was the LiflTy rolling downe the lea. 
The sandpr Slaiie, the stony Aubrian, 

The spacious Shenan spre^iug like a sea, 

The pleasant Boyne, the fishy fruitfull Ban, 
Swift Awniduff, wrhich of the English man 
Is cal’de Blackc-water, and the Liflar deep^ 
Sad Trowis, that once his people over-ran, 
Strong Alio tonibling from Slewlogher steep, 
And Mulla mine, whose waves 1 whilom taught 
to weep. 

XLII 

And there the three renowmed brethren were. 
Which that great Gyant Blomius begot 
Of the (aire Nimph Kheusa wdhdring there. 
One day, as she to shunne the season whot 
Under Slcwboome in shady grove was got, 
This Gyant found her and by force deflowr’d ; 
Whereof conceiving, she in time forth brought 
These three faire sons, which being thenceforth 
powi^ [scowrd. 

In three great rivers ran, and many countreis 

XLIII 

The first the gentle Shure that, making way 
By sweet Clonmell, adomes rich Waterford; 
The next, the stubborne Newre whose waters 

By faii^lCilkenny and Rosseponte boord ; 

The third, the goodly Barow which doth boord 
Great hcapes of salmons in his deepe bosome ; 
All which, long sundred, doe at last accord 
u 
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To joyne in one, ere to the sen thev oomc ; 
bo, thAviug all rroiii one, all one at last bec( 


become. 


There also was the wide embayeil IMaj-re ; 

The pleasaunt Bandon crownd with many a 
wood ; 

The spreading Lee that, like an Island fayro, 

Kncloscth Corke witli his devidod ilood ; 

And balefiill Ourc, lale staind wilJi English . Loveh' PasiOice. kinde Eiihinoni', 

blood, ftell:| Lightfooffi Cymothof, and swccte Meliti^ 

With many rfiore whose names no tongue can: Fairest l*henisa, Phao lill\ iihito, 


The gray-eydo Doris ; all which fifty are-, 

All which she there on her attending had : 
Swift Proto, milde Eucrate, Thetis taire, 

Soft Spio, sweete Endore, Sao sad, 

Light Doto, wanton Glauce, and Galene gladi 


While hand Eunica, proud Dynnmenfe, 
Joyous Thalia, goodly Amphilnie, 


All which that day in oulc-r seemly good 
Did on the Thamis attend, and Avaited well 
To doc their dueful service, as to them befeU. 


Then came the Bride, the lovely Medua came, 
Clad in a vest ure of unknowen geare 
And uncouth tasiiion, yet her well became, 
That seem’d like silver, sprinckled here and 
theare f appeare. 

With glittering spangs that did like starros 
And Avav’d upon, like Avat er Charnelot, 

To hide the rnotall, Aidiicli yet every where 
Bewrayd it selfo, to let iK-«n plainely a\ ly. 

It was no mortall Avorke, that secni’d and A’ct 
was not. 


Wondred Agave, Povis, ami Nes.va, 

With Krato that doth in love delite. 

And Panopai, and wise Protomedtua, [throa; 
And snoAvy la likd Doris, and inilkewhitc Gala- 


SpeedA'^ ITiiipothod, and chaste Actea, 
f-nrge Lisiaiiassa, and Pronsea sage, 

Euagorii, and light Pontoporea, 

And she that Avith her least Avord can ossAvago 
'I'hc siirgiiyf swis, Avlien they do sorest rage, 
Cymodoiv, and stout Anlouoc, 

And >Jcso, and Eionb well in age. 

And, seeming still to smile, Glaueonome, 

And she that liight of many heastes Polyuomfe; 


XI.A"! 

Her goodly lockcs adowne her bneke did flow 
Unto her waste, Avith flowres bescattered, 

The which amhrosiall odours forth did tliroAV 
To all about, and all her shoulders spred 
a neAV spring ; and likeAivdse on her hed 
A Chayielet of sundry flowers she wore. 

Prom under Avhich the deawy humour shed I 
Did tricle doAvne her hairc, like to the horc j 
Congealed Jitle drops which doo the niomei 
adore. 


LI 

Fresh Alimeda deckt Avith girlond greene ; 
llypoiieo Avith salt-bedewed wrests ; 
]^*iom?Kiia like the chri.stall shcenc; 

Liagore niucli prai^d for Avise behests ; 

And Psamathi.* for her hrode snowy brests; 
Cymo, Eupompc, and Themiste- just; 

Ami, she that A’crtue Ioa’cs and vice detests, 
Euarna. and IVlenippe true in trust. 

And Nenu'ftea learned well to rule her lust. 


♦ 

XI.VII 

On lier two pretty handmaides did attend, 
Om* cald the Thei.se, the other cald the Crane, 
Which on her waited things aniisse to mend. 
And both behind ufihcld her spredding traiiie; 
Under the which her teet a])peare(l plaine, 

Her silver feet, fairc washt against this day : 
And her before there |>accd Pages twainc, 

Moth clad in colours like, and like array, 

The Doune and eke tlic Frith, both which pre- 
pard her Avay. 

XLvrii 


All these the daughters of old Xerens Avcrc, 
Winch liaA'c the sea in charge to them assinde. 
To iflle his tides, and surges to nprere. 

To bring forth stonnes, orta>>t them to uiihmde, 
And sailers save from Avreckes of wrathfull 
winde. [were 

And yet, b(>sidcs, tlirec thousand more there 
Of th’ Oceans seede, but .loves and Phmbus 
kinde ; 

The which in floods and fonritaincs doe apperc, 
And all mankindu do nourish with theirwaUTS 
clere. 


And after these the Sea Nymphs marched all, 
All goodly darnzels, deckt with long greene 
Whom of their sire Nerehlcs men call, I liairo, 
All •<- Inch the Oceans daughter to him bore. 


L1II 

The which, more cath it were for inortalV 
Avight * 

To tell the saud-s, or count the storres on hye^ 
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Or ought more hard, then thiuke to reckon I And there, amongst the rest, the mother was 
right. or luckelessc Marinoll, Cymodoce ; 

But well I wote that these, which I descry, j Wliich, for iny Muse her selfe now tyred' has, 

Were present at this great solemnity : ' Unto an other Canto 1 will overpas. 


CANTO XII. 

Marin for love of Florimell 
III LiiiKUor wnsLus hia life : 

The Nyttipli, his luotlior, gettcth her 
AuU gives to him for wife. • 


O ! WHAT an endlesae workc have I in hand, 
To count the seas abundant pri^uiiy, 

Whose frultfull scede iarre possuth those in 
land, ^ 

And also those which wonne in tli’ azure sky : 
For much more eath to tell the sturres on h}', 
Albe they endlosse scemc in estimation, 

Then to recount the Seas poatcriry: 

So fertile be the Hoiids in ^iieralion, 

So liiige tlieir iiunibers, and so aiuinbcrlesse 
their nation. 


Under the hanging of an hideous clicfTe 
lie heai d the laineiiiable voice of one, 

That ]iit(‘oiisly coinplaind her earcfull grieffe, 
Wlilbh never she belorc diselosd to none. 

But to her selfe her sorrow did bcinone : 

So feelingly her case she did complainc. 

That rutli 11 moved in the rocky stone, 

And made it secine to feele her grievous paine, 
And oil to groiic with billuwes beating iroiu 
tbc mainc : 

vr 


II 

Tlioreforc the antique wisords well invented 
That V>nus of the fomy sea was bred, 

For tliat tlio .seas by her are most augmented : 
Witnesso ili’ exceeding fry wbicli there are fed. 
And wondrous sbolcs which may of none be red. 
Tlien, blame rac not if T have err’d in count 
Of (iods, of Nymphs, of rivers, yet unr^d ; 

For though their numbers do much more sur- 
mount, feount. 

Yet all thosesamewere there which erst I did re- 
in 

All those were tlicre^ and man}” other more, 
Whose names and nations were too lung t« tell, 
That Proteus house they fild even to the dore ; 
Yet were they all in order, as befell, * 
Affording flieir degrees disposed well. 
Amongst the rest was faire Cymodoce, « 

The mother of unlucky Marine] I, 

Who thither with her came, to leame and see 
The manner of the Coda when they at banquet 


‘ Tl^ough vaini^ I ^e, my sorrowes to unfold, 
And count my cores when none is nigh to 
lieare. 

Yet, hoping griefc may lessen being told, 

' I will them tell tliough unto no man nearc : 

I For heaven, that unto all lends equoll care, 

Is farre from hearing of my heavy plight ; 

And lowest hell, to which 1 lie most neare, 
Cares not what evils hap to wretched wight ; 
And greedy seas doe in tlie spoile of life de- 
light. 

VII 

‘ Yet loo ! the seas, I see, by often beating 
Doe iiearce the roekes, and hardest marble 
weares : 

But his hard rocky hart for n9 entreating 
Will yecld, but when my piteous plaints he 
heares. 

Is hardiicd more with my ahoundani tearcs : 
Yet though he never list to me relent, 

But let me waste in woe my wretched j'eares. 
Yet will Idiever of my love r^ent. 

But joy that for his sake 1 suner prisoument. 


But for he was halfc mortal!, being bred 
Of mortall sire, though of immortall wombe. 
He might not with immortall food be fed, 

Ne witli th’ oternall Gods to baiicket conic; 
But wa'.kt abrode, and round about did roiiie ^ 
To view the building of that uncouth place. 
That seem’d unlike unto his earthly lioine ; 
Where, an In fo and fro by ebannee did trace, 
There unto liiru betid a disuveiitruus case. 


VIII 

‘ And when my weary ghost, with griefe out- 
wonie, 

By timely death shall wiiiiio her w is lied rest, 
lA‘t then this plaint unto his eares be borne, 
That blame it is to him, that armes profest, 
To let her die whom he might have icdrest.' 
There did she pause, infurced to give place 
Unto the passion that her heart opprest ; 

U2 




292 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


[book IV. 


And, after she had wept and wail’d a space, 
She gan afresh thus to renew her wretched case. 

IX 

* Ye Gods of seas, if any Gods at all 

Have care of right, or ruth of wretches wrong, 
By one or other way me, woefull thrall. 
Deliver hence out of this dungeon strong. 

In which I daily dying am too long : 

And if ye deeme me death for loving one 
That loves no^ me, then doc it not prolong, 
But let me die and end my daics attonc, 

And lot him live unlov’d, or love him selfc 
alone. 

X 

* Blit if that life ye unto me decree, 

Then let mee live as lovers ought to do, ‘ 

And of my lifes deare love beloved be : 

And if he should through pride your doomc 
undo, 

Do you by duresse him compdl thereto, 

And in tliis prison put him here with me; 

One prison fittest is to bold us two. 

So had I rather to be thrall then free ; 

Such thraldome or such ffecdoine let it purely 
be. 

XI 

* But O vainejudgement, and conditions vainc. 
The which the* jirisoner points unto the free ! 
'Die whiles 1 him condemne, and deeme his 

paine, 

He where he list goes loose, and laiighes at me. 
So ever loose, so ever happy be ! 

But where so loose or happy that thou art. 
Know, Marinell, that all this is for thee.’ 

With that she wept and wail’d, as if her hart 
Would quite have burst through great abund- 
ance of her smart. 

k XII 

All which complaintwhcn Marinell had heard. 
And understood the cause of all her care 
'fo come of him for using her so hard, 

Ills stubbonic heart, that never felt misfare. 
Was toucht with soft remorse and pitty rare ; 
That even for griefc of minde he oft did grone, 
And inly wish that in his powre it weare 
Her to redresse : but since he meanes found 
none. 

He could no more but her great misery bemone. 

XIII 

Thus whilst his stony heart with tender ruth 
Was toucht. and mighty courage mollifide. 
Dame Venus senne, that tameth stubbome 
• youth 

With iron bit, and maketh him abide 


Till like a victor on his backe he ride. 

Into his mouth his maystring bridle threw, 
That made him stoiipe, till he did him bestride : 
Then gan he make him tread his steps anew, 
And leame to love by learning lovers paincs to 
rcw. 

MV , 

Now gan he in his grieved minde devise, 
How from that dungeon he might her enlaige. 
Some while he thought, by faire and humble 
wise 

To Proteus sclfc to sue for her discharge : 

But then he fear'd his mothers former charge 
Gainst womens love, long given him in vaine : 
'Then gan he^t^inke, peiforce with sword and 
targe 

Her forth to fetch, and Proteus to constraino ; 
But soouc he^an such fully to forthiiike agaiiie. 

XV 

'fhen did he cast to steals her thence away, 
And with him beare where none of her might 
knopr ; 

But all in vainc, for-why he found no ivay 
To enter in, or issue forth below ; 

For all about that rucke the sea did flow : 

And though unto his will she given were, 

Yet without ship or bote her thence to row. 
He 'wrist not how her tlicnce away to here, 
And daunger well he wist long to continue 
there. 

« XVI 

At lust, when as no meanes he could invent, 
Backe to him selfc he gan rcturne the blame, 
That was the author of her punishment ; 

And with vile curses and rcprochfull shame 
To damne him selfe by every evil name, 

And deeme unworthy or of love or life, 

Tha( had e'espisde so chast and faire a dami^ 
Which him had sought through trouble and 
•» long strife^ [tf) wife. 

Yet had refusde a God that her had sought 

^ XVII 

In this sad plight he walked hero and there. 
And romed round about the roeke in vaine, 

As he hud lost him selfe he AvLst not where ; 
Oft listening if he mote her heare againe. 

And still bemoning her unworthy paine. 

Like as an llyiide, whose ealfe is falne unwares 
Into some pit, where she him hcarcs complaiiic^ 
An hundred times about the pit side fares 
Right sorrowfully mourning her bereaved cares. 

xviii 

And now by this the feast was throughly 
ended, 

And every one gan homeward to resort : 
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Which seeingy Moiinell was sore offended 
That his departure thence should be so short, 
And leave his love in that sea-walled fort. 

Yet durst he not his mother disobay, 

But her attending in full seemly sort, 

Did march amongst the many all the way, 
And all the way did inly moume, like one 
astray. 

XIX 

Being returned to his mothers bowre, 

In solitary silence, far from wight, 
lie gan record the lamentable stowre, 

In which his wretched love lay day and night 
For bis dcare sake, that ill deserv’d that pliglit . 
The thought whereof empierst his hart so deepc, 
That of no worl^j- thing he t<t»ke delight ; 

Ne dayly food did take, nc nightly slcepc, 

But pyn’d, and mourn’d, and danguisht, and 
alone did weepe. 


That in short space his wonted chearefull hew 
(Ian fade, and lively spirits deeded quigkt : 

I lis dieeke-bones raw, and eie-pit?liollow grew, 
And brawney armes had lost their knowen 
might, 

Tliat nothing like hiinselfe he seem’d in sight. 
Krc long so wcakc of limbe, and sicke of h»ve 
He woxe, that longer he note stand upright, 
But to his bed was brought, and layd above, 
Like rucfull ghost, unable once to stirre or 
move. , 

XXI 

Which when his mother saw, she inherminil 
Was troubled sore, nc wist well what to weeite; 
Nc could by search nor any meanes out find 
Tlie secret 'cause and nature of his teene, 
Whereby she might apply some medicine ; 

But weeping day and night did him attend, 
And mourn’d to see her losse before her eyne, 
Which griev’d her more that she it could not 
mend. 

To sec an hclplosseevill double griefedt^h lend. 

XXII 

Nought could she read the roote of his disease, 
Nc weene what mister maladic it is, 

Whereby to seeke some meanes it to appease. 
Most did she thinke, but most she thought 
amis. 

That that same former fatall wound of his 
Whyleare by Tiyphon was not throughly 
healed, 

But closely rankled under th’ oritis : 

I^ast did she thinke, that which he most con- 
cealed, [ vealed. 

That lov9 it was, which in his hart lay uiirc- 


xxiix 

Therefore to Tryphon she againe doth hast, 
And him doth chyde as false and fraudulent, 
Thatfayld the trust whichshe in him had plast. 
To cure her sonne, as he his faith had lent. 
Who now was falne into new languish men t 
Of his old hurt, which was not throughly cured. 
So backc he came unto her patient ; 

Where searching every part, her well assured 
That it vras no old sore which his new paine 
procured ; 

XXIV * 

But that it was some other maladic. 

Or grief unknowne^ w'hich he could not dis- 
cerne : 

So left he her withouten remedic. 

ThAi gan her heart to faint, and quake, and 
came, 

And inly troubled was the truth to learnc. 
Unto himselfc she came, and him besought. 
Now with faire speches, now with threatnings 
Sterne, 

If ought lay hidden in his grieved thought, 

It to reveale ; -who still her answered, there 
was nought. 

• • 

X-VV 

Nathlcsse she rested not so satisfide ; 

But leaving w^atry gods, as booting nought, 
Unto the shinic heaven in haste she hide, 

And thence Apollo, King of Leaches, brought. 
.Apollo came; who, suone os he had sought 
Through his disease, did by and by out find 
That he did languish of some inwai’d thought. 
The which afHicted his engrieved mind ; 
Which love he red to be, that leads each living 
kind. 

XXVI 

Which w'hcn he had mito his mother told, 
She gan thereat to fret and greatly grieve ; 
And, eomming to her sonne, gan first to 
scold 

And chj'de at him that made her mislielicve: 
But afterwards she gan him soft to shrieve. 
And wooe with fair iiitreatie, to disclose 
Which q|[ the Nymphes his heart so sore did 
mieve ; 

For sure she wcend it was some one of those, 
Which he had lately scene, that for his love 
he chose. 

XXVII 

Now lesse she feared that same fatall read, 
That warned him of womens love beware, 
Which bein^ ment of mortall creatures sead, 
For love of Nymphes she thought she need not 
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Kut promist him, what ever wight she wearc, 
That she her love to him would shortly 
gaine. 

So he her told : but soone as she did heare 
That Florimdl it was which wrought his paine, 
She gan afiesh to chafe, and grieve in every 
vaine. 

XXVIII 

Yet since she saw the streight extremitic, 

In which his life unluckily was layd, 

It was no timelo scan the prophecie, 

Whether old Proteus true or false had sayd, 
That his decay should happen by a mayd. 

It’s late in death of daungcr to advize. 

Or love forbid him, that is life deiiayd; 

But rather gan ip troubled mind devize 
How she that Ladies libertic might enter- 
prize. 

XXIX 

To Proteus sclfe to sew she thought it 
vaine, 

Who was the root and worker of her woe, 

Nor unto any meaner to eomplaine ; 

But unto great king Neptune selfe did goe. 
And, on her knee before him falling lowe, 
Made humble suit unto his«?VIajestie • 

To graunt to her her sonnes ‘life, which his 
foe, 

A cruell IVrant, had presumpteouslie 
By wicked* doome condemn’d a wretched death 
to die. 

XXX 

To whom God Neptune, softly smyling, thus : 
‘Daughter, me seemes of double wrong re 
plains. 

Gainst one that hath both wronged you and us ; 
For fleath t’ adward I ween’d did appertainc 
To none but to the seas sole Soveraine. 

Bead therefore who it is which this hath 
wrought, « 

And for w’hat cause ; the truth di'.e<»vcr plaine, 
For never wight so evill did or thought. 

But would some rightfull cause pretend, though 
rightly nought’ 

XXXT ^ 

To whom she answer’d; ‘Then, it is by 
name 

Proteus, that hath ordayn’d my sonne to die; 
For that a waift, the which by fortune came 
Upon your seas, he da^’m’d as prnpertie ; 

And yet nor his, nor his in equitie. 

But yours the waift by high prerogative. 
Therefore 1 humbly crave your Migestie 


It to rcplcvic, and my sonne reprive. 

So shall you by one gift save all us three 
alive.’ 

XXXII 

He graunted it: and streight his warrant 
made. 

Under the Sea-gods scale autenticall, * 
Gommaunding Proteus straight t’ enlarge the 
mayd. 

Which wandring on his seas impcriall 
He lately tookc, and sithence kept as thrall. 
Which she receiving with meetc thankelul- 
nesse, 

Departed straight to Proteus therewithall ; 
Who, reading with inward loathfiilnc'ise. 
Was grieved to restoie tlic jdedge he did 
possess!^ 

XXXIII 

Yet durst he not the warrant to withstand, 
But unto her delivered Florimell : 

Whom she receiving b\' the lilly hand, 
Admj’r’d herebcautie much, as she mote well, 
For she all living creatures did exccll ; 

And Avas right joyous that she gotten had 
So fairc a ^vife for her sonne Marinell. 

So home with her she streight the virgin lad. 
And shewed her to him, then being stire be- 
stad, 

XXXIV 

Who sdone as he Iwheld that angels face 
Ahorn’d with all divine perfeetion, 

His cheared heart eftsoones ana} gan ehaee. 
Sad death, revived with her sweet inspection, 
And feehle spirit inly felt refection : 

As withered weod through eruell winters tine. 
That feeles the warmth of sunny beamos re- 
llectio’i, 

Liftes fip his head that did liefore decline. 

And ^ns to spread his leafe before the faire 
sunshine. 

• XXXV 

Bight so himselfe did Marinell iipreare, 
When he in place his dearest love did sjiy ; 
And though his limbs could not his bodic 
heare, 

Ne fonner strength rctume so suddenly. 

Yet chearefull signes he shewed oiitwanlly. 

Ne lease was she in secret hart afleeteil. 

But that she masked it with modestie. 

For feare she should of lightnesse be detected: 
Which to another place 1 leave to be per- 
fected. 
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So t)ft as 1 with state of’ present time 
riic ima;jfe of the antique woild compare, 

When ns mans at'e was in his freshest prime, 
And the fust blossomo of faire virtue ban* ; 
Such oddes 1 iinde twixt thoso, and these 
w'hich are,, 

As that, tiirouj;li lon^' continuance of his course, 
Meseemes the world is runne (juiteoutof square 
From the first point of his appointed soursc ; 
Ami beinj; once amisse jjrowes daily woiirsc 
and wourse : 

For from the ^oldi’n ajie, that first wa.s 
named, 

It’s now at earst become a stonie one ; 

Ami men themselves, the winch at first w'erc 
framed 

Of earthly mould, and form’d of flesh and bone. 
Are now transformed into hardest stone. 

Such as behind their backs (so backward 
' bred) 

Were tlirowne by Pyrrlia and Deuctilionc : 

And if then those may any worse be red, j 
riicy into that ere long will be degciuitred. | 


Let none then blame me, if in discipline 
Of vertue and of civil 1 uses lore, 

1 doe not fonne them to the common line 


IV 

For that w'hicb all men then did vertue call, 
Is now cald vice; aud that which vice was 
bight. 

Is HOW' hight vertue, and so us’d of all : 
lliglit now is wrong, and wrong that was Ls 
right ; 

As /ni thmg.s else itftimc arechaunged quight: 
Kc wonder; for the heavens reiolution 
Is w'andred farre from where it first W’as 

And so doe make contrarie constitution 
Of all this low er w'oi Id, tow ai d his dissolu* 
tioii. 

v 

p’or who so list into the heavens lookc. 

And search the courses of the row ling spheares, 
Shall find that from the point where they first 
to(»ke 

Their setting forth, in these few thousand I'cares 
They all are wand red much; that plaine aii- 
pearcs : • 

For that same golden fleecy Kam, which bore 
Phrixiis and Helle from their stcjidumcs 
feares, 

Hath now forgot where he w'as plast of yore. 
And shouldred hath the Bull which fayVe Eu- 
rvpa bore : 

vi 

And eke the Bull hath with Ids bow’-bent 


Of present dayes, which are corrupted sore, home 

But to the antique use which was of yore, So hardly butted those two twinnes of Jove, 

When good W'os oncly for.it selfc desy red, That they have criisht the C'rab, and quite 

And all men sought their ownc, and none no him borne 

more ; Into the great Nenia‘an lions grin e. 

When rl list ice W'as not for mos t meed out-hy red, So now' all range, and doc at randoii rove 
But simple Truth did raync, and was of all Out of tlieir proper places farre away, f move 
admyred. And all this world w'itli tliem limisse doe 
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And all his creatures from their course astrai'y 
Till they arrive at their last ruinous deca3^ ' 


Ne is that same great glorious lampe of 
light, 

That do& enluminc all these lesser f3Tes, 

In better case, ne kcepes his course more 
right, 

But is miscaricd with the other Spheres : 

For since the terme of fourtecne hundred 
j’ercs, < 

That learned Ptolomace his hight did take. 

He is dec 1 ,vned from that marke of theirs 
Nigh thirtie minutes to the Soiitherne lake ; 
That makes me feare in time he will us quite 
forsake. ^ 

VIII • 

And if to those iflgyptian wisards old, 

Which in Star-read were wont have best in- 
sight, I 

Faith may be f'iven, it is bj- them told 
That since the time the}- first tookc the Sunnes 
hight, 

Foure times his place he shifted hath in sight, ' 
And twice hath risen A^erc he noAv ^loth; 

West, j 

And wested twice where he ought rise aright : 
But most is Mars amisse of all the rest, 

And next to him old Satiirne, that Avas Avont 
be best. 

IX 

For during Saturnes ancient raigne it's sayd 
That all the Avorld with guodnesse did a-j 
bound: 


All loA'cd vertuc, no man was affrayd 
Of force, ne fraud in wight was to be found : 
No warre was knourne, no dreadfull trompets 
sound; 

Peace uniA'crsall rayn’dmongstmen and beasts. 
And all things freely grew (mt of the ground : 
Justice sate high ador’d Avith solemne feasts, 
And to all people did dmde her dreef bc- 
hcasts : 


Most sacred A'crtue she of all the mst, 
Bcscmbling God in his.iuipcnnll might ; 
Whose sovcrainc powrc is herein most ex- 
prest, 

That both to good and bad he dealeth right. 
And all his workes Avith .hisMcc hath bediglit. 
That ]H)wrc he also doth to l*rinci‘S lend. 

And makes fnem like hiniselfe in glorious 
sight 

To sit in his own seate, his cause to end. 

And rule his people right, as he doth recom- 
mend. 


Dread SoveraA'nc Goddessc, that doest high- 
est sit 

In seate of judgement in th' Almighties stead, 
And Avith magnitickc might and Avondrous Acit 
Doest to thy people righteous doonie aread, 
That furthest Nations lilies AAuth aAvful dread, 
Pardon the boldncsse of thy basest thrall, 
That d%rc discourse of so dix’ine a read 
As thy great justice, praA^sed oA'cr-all , 

The instrument whereof loe ! here thy Arte- 
gall. 


CANTO I. 

, Artcgall trayn’d ill Justice lore 

Irenaes quest pnrsew^i ; 

Ue doth avenge on Songlicr 
Ills Ladies blond cmbr^cd. 

1 It 

Though A'ertue then Avere held in highest Such first was Bacchus, that with furious 
price, « might 

In Ihose old times of which I doe entreat. All th’ East, before untain'd, did oA'cr-ronnc, 

Yet then likewise the Avicked scedc of vice And Avrong repressed, and establisht right, 

Began to spring; which shortly grew full; Which lawl esse men had formerly fordonne ; 

great, [beat There Justice first licr princely rule bcgonuc. 

And with their boughes the gentle plants did Next Hercules his like ensample sheweA 
But evermore some of the A’ertuous race Who all the West with equall conquest wonne, 
Rose up, inspired with herolcke heat, And monstrous tyrants with his dub sub- 

That cropt the branches of the sient base, dewed : 

And with strong hand their fruitful rancknes The club of Justice dread with kingly powra 
• did deface. endewed. b j 
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Ana Buch was he of whom 1 have to tell, 

The Champion of troe Justice, Artegall : 

Whom (as ye lately mote remember well) 

An hard adventure, which did th^ befall. 

Into redoubted perill forth did call; 

That was to succour a distressed Dame 
Whom a strong tyrant did unjustly thrall, 

And from the heritage, which she did dame, 
Did with strong hand withhold; Grantorto 
was liis name. 

IV 

Wherefore the Lady, wliich Irena bight, 

Did to the Faer}' Quccnc licr Avay addresse, 

I'o whom complaynmg her afflicted plight. 

She her besought of gratioiis rcdfessc. 

I’hat hoveraine Queeno, that inightie Era- 
peresse, • 

Whose glorie is to aide all suppliants pure, 
And of weakc Princes to be I’atroiiesse, 

(]huso Artegall to right her to restore; 

For that to her he seem'd best skild in right- 
eous lore. 

V 

For Artegall iu justice was upbrought 
h:)ven from the cra<lle of his infancie, 

And all the dejith of rightfull doomc Mas 
taught 

Bv fairc Astnea with groat indubtrie, 

^Vhilost here on earth she lived inurtaUic ; 

For till the w'orld from his j^rfection fell 
Into all filth and foulc iniquitic, • 

Astra-a hero mongst earthly men did du’ell, 
And in the rules of ju^tiee them instructed 
well. 

VI 

Whiles through thcAvorld shovalked in this 
sort, 

Upon a day she found this gentle childe . 
Amongst Ihis peres playing his childish sport; 
Whom seeing fit, and with no crime defilde. 
She did allure with gifts and speeches mildo 
To wend M'ith her. So thence him farr^j she 
brought 

Into a cave from companic oxilde, [ raiight, 
In which she nourslod him till yeares ho 
And all the discipline of justice there him 
taught. 

VII 

There she him taught to u-eigh both rightl 
and wrong 

In oquall ballanoe with due rccompence, 

And equitie to measure out along 
According to the line of conscience, 

When so it needs with rigour to dispcnce : 

Of all the M'hich, for want there of mankind, 
She caused him to make experience 


Upon wyld beasts, which she in woods did find 
With wrongfull powrc oppressing others of 
their kind. 


VIII 

Thus she him trayned, and thus she liim 
taught 

In all the skill of deeming wrong and right, 
Untill the ripenesseof mans yeares he raiight ; 
Thateven wilde beasts did fcare his awfull sight. 
And men admyr’d his over-ruling might ; 

N(! any liv’d on ground that durst withstand 
Ills drcadfull hoast, much Icssc IKm match in 
light, 

Or l)ide the horror of his MTcakfull hand. 
When so he list in wrath lift up his steely 
brand, 

• IX » 

Which steely brand, to make him dreaded 
more, 

She gave unto him, gotten by her slight 
And earnest search, where it was kept in store 
In Joves ctemall house, unwist of wight, 
Since he himsclfe it us’d in that great fight 
Against the Titans, that whylome rebelled 
Gainst highest heaven : Chryasor it w'as hight ; 
Uhrya§or, that all otlj^r swords excelled, 

Well prov'd in that sameday when Jove those 
Gyantb quelled ; 


^ For of most perfect metall it was made, 
Tcrapred with Adamant amongst the same. 
And garnisht all with gold upon the blade 
In goodly wise, whereof ittooke his name, 

And was of no lesse vertue then of fame ; 

For there no substance was so firmc and hard. 
But it would pierce or cleave, where so it came, 
Ne any armour could his dint out-ward ; 

But wheresoever it did light, it tliroughly 
shard. 

XI • 

Now, when the world with shine gaii to a- 
boimd, 

Astrica loathing lengcr here to space [found, 
Mongst wicked men, in whom no truth she 
lleturn’d to heaven, w^hence she deriv’d her 
raeff; 

Where she hath now an everlasting iilace 
Mongst those twelve signes, which nightly we 
doc sec 

The heavens bright-shining baudricke to cn- 
And is the Virgin, sixt in her degree, [chace ; 
And next her selfe her righteous ballance 
hanging bee. 

XU 

Butwhen she parted hence she left her groome 
An yron man, which did on her attend 
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Alwayes to execute her sledtast dooine, 

And willed him with Ar legal 1 to wend, 

And doe what ever thing he did intend : I 

Hia name was Talus, made of yron mould, ! 
Immoveable, rcsistlesae, without end; 

Who in his hand an yron Hale did hould, 
With which he thresht out falshood, and did 
truth unfould. 


XIII 

ITe now went with him in this iicav inquest. 
Him for to aide, if aide he <-haimst to neede, 
Against that cruell Tvranl, which ojjprest 
The faire Irena with his foiile misdeede. 

And kept the croune in which she should siic- 
cc;ed : 

And now togef her on their way they bin, 
When aa they saw a Siiuire in sqtiallid sveed 
Lamenting sore liis soi row'fiill sad tyne, 

With many bitter tcares shed from his bhib- 
bred eyne. 

XIV 

To whom as they approched, they espidc 
A sorin sight as ever scene wnth eve. 

All hcudlesse Ladie lying him beside 
111 herownc blood all wtflow’d wofiilhv 
That lier gay clothes did in discolour <lie. 
Much was he moved at that ruefull sight; 
And flam’d w'ith zeale of vengeance inw'ardly, 
He askt who had that Dame so loiilv dight, 
Orwlicther his ownc hand, or whether other 
Avight? 

XV 

‘ Ah ! Avoois me, and well-aAvay ! ’ ('quoth hoc, 
Uursting forth tearca like springs out of a 
banke), 

‘That cA'cr 1 this dismall day did see! 

Full farre Ai'as 1 from thinking such a praiike; 
Yet litle losse it AA’ere, and mickle tlnmko. 

If I should grayjnt that I ha\M» docn the same, 
'^That I mote ilrinke the cupAvIiereof she dranke, 
But that I should die guiltic of ihe blame 
Tile which another did, Avho now is fled Avith 
shame.’ 

XVI 

‘ Who was it then,’ (sayd Artepall) ‘ that 

AATTOUght V 

And why ? doe it declare unto me treAv.’ 

‘ A knight,* (said he) ‘ if knight he may be 
thouglit 

That did his hand in Ladies blond embrew, 
And for no cause, but as I shall you shcAv. 
This day as I in solace sate hereby 
With a fayre love, whose losse I now do fcaa'. 
There canie thie knight, having in companie j 
This liicklesse I^adie which now here dotlij 
headlcssc lie. j 


XVII 

‘ He, whether mine seem’d fayrer in his eye, 
Or that he Avexed weary of his owne. 

Would change with inej but 1 did it donyc. 

So did the Ladies both, as may be kiioAAme: 
Hut he, Avhose spirit was with pride npbloAvnc, 
Would not so rest contented Avith his right; 
But, having from his courser her doAvne 
throAvne, 

Fro me reft mine awaj' by laAvlesse might, 

And on bis steed her set to bearc her out of 
sight. 

XVIII 

‘ Which when his Ladic saAA'. she folloAv’d fast, 
And oil liirnr,':itcliing bold gaii loud to cne 
Not so to leave lier, nor aAvny to cast, 

But rather bis hand besought to die. 
jWitli that his sword lie dreu^all Avrathfully, 
And at one stroke cropt elf her head Avith 
seoriie. 

In that same place avIuti^is it noAV doth lie. 

So he my love aA\ay Avith him hath home. 
And left m% here hoili his and mine oAxiie love 
to inorne.’ 

XIX 

‘ Aread ’ (saA d he) ‘ Avhich way then did lie 
make ? 

And by a\ ha( ninrkes may he be kiiowne agaiiie?’ 
‘To hope ’ (ipiotli ho) ‘him soone lo overtake 
Thai lienee so long departed, is hut value ; 

But A^'t he pricked oA*er unider plniiie. 

And, as 1 marked, hore upon his shield, 

By Avliicli it’s easie Iiim to know agaiiic, 

A broken sAvord Avithin a hloodie field ; 
Expressing A\ ell his nature which the same 
did AV'icld.’ 

XX 

No Kooni I’ sayd. but sf might he after sent 
His yron iiage, who him pnrseAv’d so light, 
Askhat it seem’d aboA'c the ground he Avent; 
For he aa^is sAvift as SAvallow in her flight, 
And^strong as Lyon in his loidly might. 

It Avas not long before lie overinoke 
Sir S.'iiiglier, (so eleeped avjis that Knight) 
Whom at the first he ghessed hv his looke, 
And by tin* other markes whicK of his shield 
he tookc. 

XXI 

He bad him stay, and hacke Avith him retire. 
Who, full of seorne to be eommaiinded so. 

The Ladv to alight did eft require, 

Whilest he reformed that imcivill fo, 

And streight at him with all his force did go, 
Who moA^’d no more therewith, then when a 
rockc 

Is lightl.>' stricken Ai'ith some stones throw; 
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Bui to him leaping lent him such a knockc, T^ct both the dead and living equally 
That on the p-ound he layd him like a sence- Devided be IxJtAvixt you here in sight. 


lesse blockc. 

XXII 

But, ere he could him selfe recure againc, 
Him in his iron paw he seized had ; 

That wdien he wnk’t out of his warelesse paine, 
He found him selfe unwist so ill beatad, 

That Urn he could not wag : Thence he him 
lad, 

Bound like a beast appointed to tliQ stall : 
The sight whereof tlie Lady sfire adrad, 

And fain’d (o lly for foare of being l.hrall ; 


And each of either take his share aright : 

But lookc, who does dissent from this iiiy read, 
lie for a twelve moneths day shall in despight 
Beare for his penaunce that same Ladies head, 
To witnesse to the world that she by him 
dead.’ 

XXVTT 

Well pleased with that doomewas Sanglierc, 
And oftml streight the Lady to l^slaine; 

But that same Squire, to whom sTie was more 
dere, 


Blit ho her quickly stayd, and fosst to wend When as lie saw she should bo cul in twaine, 
withall. ^ Ihd 3'ield she ralher slionld witli him remaiiie 

^xiir Alive, then to him s(*li'e be shared dead; 

vvi..n Ai«l r»llicr llieii his liivo shoulil fumirirniiio. 


]t life is cald 

That did betwixt him and that Scpiire betide : ‘ • 

Who with Sterne countenance and indignant 

pride Whom \\ li m so willing Artegall pereeaved ; 

Did amis were, that of all he gniltlcftie stood, ‘ Not so, thou sSquire,’ (he sayd) ‘ but thine I 
And his accuser theroupiion deiide ; deemc 

For neither he did shed that Ladies blond, 'I’he living Lady, wiiicli from thee he rcaved, 
Nor tooke away his love, but his owne proper' For Avdlrthy thou of hdP doest rightly scemc, 
good. And you, ‘Sir Knight, that love 8o‘ light cs- 

xxTA^ I teeme, 

urn !•! Cl • • , 1 i As that ye would for little leave the same. 

To auns'wero his dcfiaiults' in llic field, . I i,^ ,i.„ i ..„j 

«.no dead head, to tiu'ahnsia 

shield, , >onr8namc. 

And rather guilty chose hiniselfc to yield : xxix 

But Artegall bysignes perceiving plaimi Sanglicre disdained niueli his doome, 

That he it Avas not Avliieli that Lady kild, 8ti*mlA" gan repine at his behoast ; 

But that strange Knight, the i.airer Ioa’C to ^yould for ought ohay, as did become,, 

T'.-s ^ To beare that Ladies head bcfqrc his breast, 

Didst cast about by sleight the truth there*nit pridc^epi esl, 

to straiiic ; And forced liim, inanlpe, it up to reare. 

XXV , I Who w'hen he saAv it bootelcssc to rcM.-st, 

And sayd ; ‘ Noav sure this dmibtfnll causes He lookc it up, and tlienee with him did beare. 
Can han'lly but by Sacrament be tride, [right As rated Spanicll takes his burden iqi for feare. 
Or else by ordele,' or bv blooddA' light, 

fru-4- :ii -ii-i .'.I... • 


Whom A\ li »n so Avilliiig Artegall pereeaved ; 

‘ Not so, thou Squire,’ (he sayd) ‘ but thine I 
deemc 

'I’he living Lady, Avliicli from thee he rcaved, 


A’uur shame.’ 


That ill perhaps mote fall to either siilc; 
But if ye please that I your cause decide, 
Perhaps 1 may all further quarrcll end. 

So ye Avill swcaie my judgement to abide.’ 


Much did that Squire Sir Artegall adore 
For his great justice, held in high legard. 
And as his Squire him otfred evermore 
To serve, for A\’ant of other mecto reAvard, 


Thereto they both did franckly condiscend, To serve, for A\’ant of other mecto reAvard, 

And to his doome with listfull cares did both And avciuI Avith him on his adA^entiire hard; 
attend. But he thereto Avould by no meanes consent, 

XXVI lJut leaving him forth on his journey far’d; 

‘Silli then,’ (sayd. he) ‘ye both the dead 1 Ne AMglit Avith him but oiieJv TalnsVent : 
deny, I'riicy two enough t’ encounter an aa hole Begi- 

And both the living Lady claime your right, | men*^ 
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CANTO 11. 

ArtcgaM liearea of Flonnii'l], I 

Docs with the Pagan light : 

Him slnica, drowncs Lady Muncra, 

Does race her costlc qmglit. 


a, I 

Nought is more honorable to a knight, 

Ne better doth beseeme brave cbevalry, 

Then lo defend the feeble m their right, 

And wrong redresse in such as Avend awi^': 
Wliilomc thooe great Heroes got thereby 
Their greatest glory for their rightful! (Ycedes, 
And place deserved w’iih the Cods on Iia’. 
Herein the noblesse of this knight excccdes, 
Who now to ])crils great for justice sake pro- 
ceedes. 

II 

To which as he noiv tvas iippon the way. 

He chaunst to meet a Dwarfe in hasty com sc, 
\Vhoin he requir'd his ^rward hast to ^tay. 
Till he of tidings mote Avith him discourse. 
Loth Avas the Dwarfe, yet did he stay per- 
forse. 

And gan of sundry neives his store to tell. 

As to his memorA' they had recourse ; 

Hut chiefly of the fair^t Florimell, 

Uow she 'was found againc, and spousde to 
Marinell. 

III 

For this was Dony, Floriinels oAvne Dwarfe, 
Whom having lost, (as ye have heard whv- 
leare) 

And finding in the way the scattred scarfe, 
The fortune of her life long time did feare : 

But of her health when Artcgall did hearc, 
And safe rctumc, he w^as full inly glad, 

And askt him where and Aiv’hen her bridale 
chcarc 

Should be solemniz’d ; for, if time he had. 

He would be there, and honor to her spousall 

ad. • 

IV 

‘Within three daies,’ (quoth he) ‘as 1 do 
here, 

It will be at the Castle of the Strond ; 

What time, if naught me let, I will be tlierc 
To doe her service so as I am bond : 

But in my w'ay, a little here beyond, 

A cursed cruel'l Sarazin doth wonre, 

That kcepes a Bridges passage by strong 
bond. 


And many errant Knights hath there fordonne; 
That makes all men for feare that passage for 
to shonne.’ 

\ 

‘What mister Avight,’ (quoth he) ‘and how 
far hence 

Is be, that ^)th to Iravellers such harmes? ’ 

‘ He is* (said he) ‘a man of great defence, 
KxfMirt in battcll and in de^dcs of armes ; 

And more emboldned by the Avicked charmes, 
With which his daughter doth lum still sup- 
]W)rt ; 

IlaAunggi^at Lordships gut and goodly farmes. 
Through strong oppression of his powrc extort, 
By Avhich he stil ibcm holds, and keepes Avitli 
strong ellbrt, 

VI 

‘ And duA ly he his wrongs encrcaseth mure ; 
For iiever Avight he lets to passe that Ai’ay 
Over his Bridge, albee he rich or poorc, 

But 1^ him makes his passage-penny pay : 
Else he doth hold him backe or bcat'away. 

} Thereto he hath a groome of cvill guize, 
Whose scalp is bare, that bondage doth be- 
Avray, 

Which pols and pils the poore in piteous wize; 
But he him selfe uppon the rich doth tyran- 
nic. 

VII 

‘ His name is bight Pollentc, rightly so, 

For that he is so puissant and strong, 
jTlua with his pow're he all doth overgo, 
i And makes them subject to his mighty w'rong; 
And some by sleight he eke doth uiiderfoiig. 
For on a Bridge he custometh to fight. 

Which is but narrow, but exceeding long ; 
And in the same arc many trap-fals pight. 
Through which the rider downe doth fall 
through oversight. 

VIII 

* And underneath the same a river flowes 
That is both swift and dangerous deepe with- 
all ; 

Into the which Avhom so he overthrowes, 

All destitute of helpe doth headlong faU ; 
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But he him selfe through practise usuall, 
Lcapes forth into the tioud, and there assaies 
His foe confused through his sodaine fall. 

That horse and man he equally dismaies, 

And either both them drownes, or traytcrous- 
ly slaies. 

IX 


But there the Paynim, who that use well knew 
To fight in water, great advantage had, 

That oftentimes him nigh he overthrew : 

And eke the courser whereuppon he rad 
Could swim like to a fish, whiles he his baclce 
bestrad. 

XIV 


* 'nien doth he take the spoile of them at 
will. 

And to his daughter brings, that dwcls thereby; 
Who all that comes doth take, and therewith 
The coffers of her wicked threasuiy', [fill 
Which she with wrongs hath hea^ied up so hy 
That many Princes she in wealth excecdcs, 
And purchast all the countrey l]dng ny 
With the revenue of her plentc^s m^cs : 
Her name is Munero, agreeing with her 
deedes. • 


Which oddes when as Sir Artegall espidc, 

He saw no way but close with him in hast ; 
And to him driving strongly downe the tide 
Uppon his iron coller griped fast, 

That with the straiiit his wesand High he brast. 
There they together strove and struggled long 
Either the other from his sti'edc to oast ; 

Ne over Artegall his griple strong [ hong. 
For any thing wold slacke, but still upon him 
• 

* XV 


X 

‘ Thereto she is full fair^ and rich attired, 
With golden hands and silver feete liesiclo. 
That many Lords have her to wife desired. 

But she them all despiseth for greq^ pride.’ 
‘Now by my life,’ (savd he) ‘and God to guide, 
None other way will t this day betake. 

But by that Bridge whereas he doth abide : 
Therefore me thither lead.’ No more he spake, 
But thitherward forthright his ready way did 
make. 

XI 

Unto the place he came within a -while. 
Where on the Bridge he ready armed shw 
The Sarazin, awayting for some spoile : 

When as they to the jiassage gan to <lraw, 

A villaiiie to* them came with seull all raw. 
That passage money did of them require, ^ 
According to the custome of their law ; [ hire;’ 
To whom he aunswerd wroth, ‘ Loe ! there thy 
And with that word him strooke, that streight 
he did expire. 


As when a Dolpliin and a Sole are met 
In the wide chunquan of the Ocean plaine, 
W’ith cruell chaufe their courages they whet, 
The maysterdome of each hy lorce to gainc. 
And dreadfiill hattaile twixt them do darraine : 
They sinif, they snort, they bounce, they rage, 
thev rore, 

That^ll tlic sea, disturbed with their traine, 
Dotli frie with fomc al>ove the surges horc. 
Such was betw'ixt these two the troublesome 
uprore, 

XVI 

So Artegall at length him forst forsake 
ITis horses backe for dread of being drowiid, 
And to his handy swimming him betake. 
Eftsoones him selfe he from his hold unbownd. 
And then no ods at all in him he fowrnd ; 

For Artegall in swimming skilfull was, 

And durst the depth of any w'atcr sownd. 

So ought each Knight, that use of perill has. 
In swimming be expert, through waters force 
to pas. 

XVII • 


XII 

Which when the Pagan saw he wexed ^TOth, 
And streight him selfe unto the fight addrest, 
Ne was Sir Artegall behinde : so both 
Together ran with ready speares in rest. 
Bight in the midst, wheivas theybrest to brest 
Should meele, a trap was letten dowme to fall 
Intothe floud : streight leapt the Carle unblest. 
Well weening that his foe was fulne withall; 
But he was well aware, and leapt before his 
fall. 

XIII 

There being both together in the floud, 
Theyeach at other tyrannouslv flew ; 

Ne ought 'he water cooled their whot bloud, 
But rather in them kindled choler new : 


Then very doubtfiill was the wanes event, 
Uncertaine whether had tlie better side ; 

For both were skild in that experiment, 

And both in aimes well traind, and throughly 
tridc : 

But Artegall was better breath’d beside. 

And towards th’ end grew gn‘ater in his might, 
That his faint foe no longer could abide 
His puissance, ne beare him selfe upright ; 
But from the water to the land betooke his 
flight. 

XVIII 

But Artegall pursewd him still so neare 
With bright Chrysaor in his cruell hand. 
That as his head he gan a litle reare 
Above the brincke to tread upon the land, 
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He smote it ofT, that tumbling on the strand 
It bit the earth for very fell de 8 ()ight, 

And gnashed with his teeth, as if he band 
High (lod, whose goodnesse he despaired quight, 
Or curst the hand which did that vengeance 
oil him dight. 


XIX 

His corps was carried downe along the Lee, 
Whose Avatcrs wit h his filthy blond it stayned ; 
lint his blasphemous head, that all might see, 
He ])itcht 11^)11 a pole on high ordayned ; 
Where many years it afterwards rernayned, 
To be u mirroiir to all mighty men, 

In whose rigiit hands great power is con tayned, 
'I’liat none of them the leeble over-ren. 

Hut alwaics doe their powre within just com- 
passe pen. • 

XX 

That dime, unto the Castle he did wend. 

In which the Hayniins daughter did abide, 
(juarded of many which did her dcletid : 

Of whom lie entrant sougiit, but was dciiidc, 
And with reprochfull blasplieniy defide, 
lieaten with stones downe from the battilment, 
Tliat he was forced to withdraw aside, 

And bad his servant Tafiis to in\ cut * 
Which way he enter might without eiidanger- 
ment. 

XXI 

Eftsoones his Page drew to the Castle gate, 
And w'ith his iron tlale at it let file. 

That all the warders it did sore amate. 

The wliich erewhile spake so rejirochfully. 

And made them stoupe tliat looked carst so hie. 
Yet still he bet and bonnet uppoii the dore. 
And thiindred strokes thereon so hideouslie, 
Tliat all the peece he shaked from the flore, 
And filled all the house with fcare and great 
uprore. 

• 

XXII 

With noise whereof the Lady forth .ap])cared 
Uppoii the Castle wall ; and, when she saw 
The daungerous state in which she stood, she 
feared 

The sad effect of her neare overthrow ; 

And gan entreat that iron man below 
To cease his outrage, and him faire besought ; 
Sith neither force ol stones i\hicli they did 
throw, [wrought. 

Nor powr of charms, which she against him 
Might otherwise prevaile. or make him cease 
for ought. 

xxiii 

Rut, when as y'-t she saw him to iiroceede 
' Unnu )v‘d with praiers or with piteous thought, 


She meat him to corrupt with goodly meede ; 
And causde great sackes with endlesse riches 
Unto the battilment to be upbrought, [fraught 
And powred forth over the Castle wall. 

That she might win some time, though dearly 
bought, 

Whilest he to gathering of the gold did fall : 
Rut he w'as nothing mov'd nor teftipted 
thercwithall : 

XXIV 

Rut still continu’d his assault the more. 

And la} d on load Avith his huge yroii Haile, 
That at the length he has yrent the dore, 

And made way for his maister to assailc ; 

Who being ciitrcd, nought did then availe 
For wight ag^ainst his powre them selves to 
reare. 

Each one d^l Hie ; their hearts began to faile, 
And hid thciri selves in corners here and there ; 
And eke thedr dame halfe dead did hide her 
self for fearc. 

x\*v 

Long th(j}' Iier sought, yet no where could 
they fiiide her. 

That sure the}' Aveen’d she Ai'as esi'apt away ; 
Rut Talus, that could like a lime-houiid wiude 
her, 

And all things secrete Avisely could bcAvray, 
At length found out whereas she hidden lay 
Under an hcape of gold. Thence he her drew 
Ry the fairc lockes, and fowly did array 
With(|iiten pitt}r of her goodly hew, 

That Artegall him selfe her secmelesse plight 
did rew. 

XXA'I 

Yet for no pitty w'ould he change tlie course 
Of Justice, Avhich in Talus hand did lye ; 

Who rudidv hayld her forlh Avithout remorse, 
Still holding up her sup])liant hands on hye. 
And kneeling at his feete submissively : 

Rut^ie her suppliant hands, thosehandsofgold, 
And eke her feeie, those feete of silver trye, 
Whi^ sought uiirighteousnessc, and justice 
sold, [tlieiii behold. 

Cliopt off, and nayld on high that all might 

XXVII 

Her selfp then tooke he by the sclcnder wast, 
III A'aine loud crying, and into the flood 
Over the Castle Avail adownc her cast. 

And tliere her drowned in the durty mud; 

But the streame Avaslit aivay her guilty blood. 
Thereafter all that mucky pelfe he tooke. 

The spoile of peoples evil gotten good, 

The which her sire had scrap’t by lusikc and 
^ , crooke, [brooke. 

And burning all to ashes powr’d it downe the 
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XXV III 

And lastly all that Castle quite ho raced, 
Even from the sole of his foundation, 

And all the hewen stones thereof defaced, 
That there mote he no hope of reparation, 

Kor memory thereof to any nation. 

All nhich "when Talus throughly had per- 
fourmed. 

Sir Artef;all undid tlio evill fosliion. 


XXXIII 

Therefore the vulgar did about him llocke, 
And cluster thicke unto his leasings vaine, 
Like foolish flics about an hoiiy-croekc, 

111 hoiie by him groat benefitc to gaino, 

And uneoiitroJIed freedome to obtaine. 

All which when Artcgall did sec and heare, 
How lie mis-lcd the simple peoples traine. 
In sdeigiifull wize he drew unto him neare, 


AVhich done, unto his former journey he re- 
toiirned : 

XXIX 


r\ nd wicked eiistomesof that Mridgerefourmed;i And thus unto him spake, without regard or 
..r, - j __ 1 . ! feare. 

XWIV f 

Thou that presum’st to weigh the Avorld 
In which they measurM iniokic weary way, [And all things to an equall to restore, [anew, 
Till that at length nigh to the sea tlicjMlrew; Instead of right mo scemes great wrong 
Hy which as they did travell ofca day, j dost shew, 

Tliey saw before them, far as they could vcWjlAiid far ab(*ve thy forces pited^to sore; 

Full many people gathered in a^rew; iFor ere thou limit what is lesse or more 

Whose great assembly they did much admire,' In every thing, thou oughtest first to know 
For never there the like resort they knew. i What was the poyse of everv part of yore: 

So towaides them they coasted, to eiupnre And looke then how niiuh it doth overflow 

What thing so many nations met did theic,Or fade thereof, so much is iiioie then just to 


desire. 

X \x • 

There the\’ beheld a mighty Cyant stand 
Upon a rocke, and holding foitli on hie 
An huge great paire of ballance in liis hand. 
With whi<!h he boasted, in his .surquedrie. 
That all the vorhl he would weigh equallie, 

If ought he had the same to < ounterpoy.s ; 

For want when-of he weighed vanity. 

And fild his hallaunce full ofnlletoys: 

Yet was admired muc ti of looles, noin^n. and 
hoys. 

XXXI 

lie sayd that he would all the earth uptake 
And all tlie sea, dn ided each Irom either : 

So would he of the tire one ballauiiec make. 


tro’v. 

XXXV 

*For at the first they all created were 
In goodix iiu'.iMire tlieir Makers might; 
And weighed out in Dallaunees so nere, 

ITiat not a dram A\as missing of their right .• 
The eaith was in the middle eenlie pight, 

In which it doth iminoveahl(> abide, 
llemd in with ivatera like a wall in sight, 
And the> with aire, that not a drop can slide: 
A 1 w'liich the heavens contame, and in their 
courses guide. 

XXXV l 

‘Such heavenly justice doth among them 
rame, 


And one of th’ayie, without or w ind or wether: ; That every one doe know their certaine bound, 
Then would he ballauiiee heaven and hell In which they doe these many yeares reniaine, 
together, , jAiul inoiigst 'them alno chunffe hath \ ct bi'ene 

And all that did within lliem .all coiituine, 1 _ found; [pound, 

Of all whose weight he would not raisse a’lhitif thou now shouldst weigh them new in 


fether: 

And looke what surplus did of each rciiiaiiic, 
He would to Ills owne part restore the same 
againe : 

XXVII 

For-why, he sayd, the\ all iiiieqiinll WTre, 
And had eueroclied upon others share; 

Lik(* as the«ea (w'tiieli iilaiiie he shewed tliere) 


We are not sure the,\ w'oiild so long romaino: 
All change isperilloiis, and all chauiiee unsound. 
Theivforo leave off to waagh them all againe. 
Till wa* imiv be assur’d they shall their course 
rcfainc.* 

XXXVII 

‘Thou foolishe £lfc,’ (said then the Gyont 
wroth) 


Hail worne the earth ; so did the lire the aire ; . ‘ Seest not how badly all things present 

..11 aU-. .I:.1 ..i.1 •_ •"!_ J. -i* I 1.1_ 


cio all the rest did others parts ompaire, 
And so were realmes and nations run awTy. 
All which he undertooke for to repairc, 
fn sort as they were formed uuncieutly. 
And all thiigs would reduce unto equality. 


I And each estate quite out of order goth ? 
■'riie .sea it selfe doost thou not ]>laincly .see 
Eneroch uppon the laud there under thee? 
And th’ earth it selfe how daily its increast 
all that dying to it turned be - 
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Were it not good that wrong were then surceast. 
And from the most that some were given to the 
least? 


‘ Therefore 1 will throw downo these moun- 
iaines hie, I 

And make them levell with the lowly plaine; 
These towring rocks, which reach unto the skie, 
I will thrust (lowne into tlie deepest maine, 
And, as they were, 1 hem equalize againc. 
Tyrants, that make men subject to their law, 

I will suppresVe, that they no more ma}^ raine ; 
And Lordmgs curbe that commons over-aw, 
And all the wealth of ricli men to the poorc will 
draw.’ 


*0f things unscene how canst thou dheme 
aright,’ 

Then answered the righteous Artegall, [sight? 
*Sith thou misdeem ’st so much of things in 
What though the sea with waves coiitinuall 
Due cate tlic earth, it is no more at all ; 

Ne is the earth the Icsse, or losuth ought, 

For whatsoever from one (duce doth fall 
Is with the tide unto anc^jicr biouglit : 

For there is nothing lost, that may be found if 
sought. 

XL 

• Likewise tlic earth is not augmented more 
By all that dying into it doe fade ; 

For of the earth they formed were of yore : 
How ever gay their blussome or their blade 
Doe flourish now, they into dust shall vade. 
W’hat wrong then is it, if that when they die 
They turne to that whereof they flrst were made? 
All in the powre of their great Maker lie : 

All creatures must obey the voice of the Most 
llie. 


‘ They live, they die, like a« he doth ordaine, 
Ne ever any asketh reason why. 

The hils doe not the lowly dales disdaine, 

The dales doe not the lofty hils envy. 

He maketh Kings to sit in sovcraiuty; 

He maketh subjects to tlieir powre obay ; 

He pulleth downe, he setteth up on by ; 

He gives to this, from that he takes away. 

For all we have is his : what he list doe, he 
may. 

XLII 

‘ What ever thing is done by him is donne, 
Ne any may' his mighty will withstand ; 

Ne any may his soveraine power shonne, 

Ne loose that lie bath bound with stedfast 
band. 


In vaine therefore doest thou now take in hand 
To call to count, or weigh his workes anew. 
Whose counsels depth thou canst not under- 
stand ; 

Sith of things subject to thy daily vew 
Thou doest not know the causes, nor their 
courses dew. 

\ 

Xl.lII 

*• For take thy ballaunce, if thou be so wise, 
And weigh the winde that under heaven doth 
blow ; 

Or weigh the light that in the East doth rise ; 
Or weigh the thought that from mans mind 
doth flow : 

But if the weij^it of these thou canst not show. 
Weigh but one word which from thy lips doth 
fall: 

For how cansf thou those greater secrets know, 
That doest notknow the least thing of them all? 
Ill can he rule the great that cannot reach the 
small.’ 

XLIV 

Therewith the Gyaut much abashed savd. 
That he of little things made reckoning light ; 
Tet the least word tliat ever could be layd 
Witliin his ballaunce he could way aright. 

‘ Which is ’ (sayd he) ‘ more heavy then in 
weight, 

The right or wrong, the false or else the trew ? * 
lie answered that he would try it streight ; 

So he yie words into his ballaunce threw, 

But streight the winged words out of his bal- 
laimce flew. 


Wroth west he then, and sayd that words 
w'ere light, 

Ne would within his ballauncr well abide : 

But he could justly weigh the wrung or right. 
‘ Well then,’ sayd Artegall, ‘let it be tride: 
First*in one ballancc set the true aside.’ 
lie did so flrst, and then the fiilse he layd 
In th’eother scale ; but still it downe did slide, 
And by no meane could in the weight be stayd ; 
For by no meanes the false will vrith the truth 
be wayd. 

XI.VF 

‘ Now take the right likewise,’ sayd Artegalc, 
‘And counterpeise the same with so much 
wron^.’ 

So first the right he put into one scale. 

And then the Gyant strove with puissance 
strong 

To fill the other scale with so much wrong ; 
Hut all the wrongs that he therein could lay 
Might not it peise ; yet did he labour long, 
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And swat, and chaufd, and proved every way : 
Yet all the wrongs could not a litle right dowiic 
way. 

xr.vii 

Which when lu* saw he greatly grew in rage, 
And almost would his balances have broken ; 
lint Ai'tngall him faircly gan asswagc, 

And said, ' lie not upon Ihy balance wroken, 
For they doe nought but right or wrong be- 
token ; 

But in the mind the doomc of right must bee: 
And BO likewise of words, the whidh be spoken, 
The eare must be the ballance, to decree 
And judge, whether Avith truth orfalshood they 
agree. 

XL\ IJT 

‘ But set the truth and sc‘t the right aside. 
For they with wrong or falshoodPwill not fare, 
And put two wrongs together to be tridc, 

( >r else two falses, of each equall share, 

And tlien together doc them both compare ; 
For truth is one, and right is ever one.’ 

So did he ; and then plame it did^ppeare. 
Whether of them tlie greater were attone ; 
But right sate in the middest of the beame 
alone. 


LI 


That when the peoiile, ivhichhad thereabout 
Long wayted, saw bis sudden desolation, 
They gan to gather in tumultuous rout. 

And mutining to stirre up civill faction 
For certaine lossc of so great expectation : 
For well they hoped to have got great good, 
And wondrous riches by his innovation. 
Therefore resolving to revenge his blood 
They rose in armes, and all in battell order 
stood. 


Which lawlcsse multitude him comming too 
In warlike wise when Artegall did vew. 

He much was troubled, ne wist what to doo : 
For loth he was his noble hamf^ t’ embreiv 
In ttie base blood of such a rascall crew ; 

And otherwise, if that he should retire. 

He fear'd least they with shame would him 
purseiv : 

Therefore he Talus to them sent t’ inquire 
The cause of their array, and truce for to desire. 


But he the right from thence did thrust away, 
Fur it Avas nut the right which he did seeke. 
But rather stroAH* extremities to Avay, 

Th’ one to diminisli, th’ other for to eeke ; 

For of the meane he greatly did mihleeke. 
Whom when so IcamIIv minded Talus found, 
Approchiiig nigli unto liim, checkc by cheeke 


LIII 

But*soone as they lum nigh approching spide. 
They gan Avith all their weapons him assay. 
And rudely stroke at him on every side ; 

Yet nought they could him hurt, ne ought dis- 
may : 

! But when at them he with his floile gan lay, 

■ lie like a sAA'arme of llycs them overthrew ; 

I Xe any of them durst come in his way, 

Ti - t , . .. ^ . :But here and there before his presence flew. 

He shouldered him from oil the higher ground, jijj themselves in holes and bushes from 
And, down the rock him thruAving, in the sea' 
liim druund. I 

L j LIV 

Like as a ship, whom cruell tempest drives \ As AA^hen a Faulcon hath with nimble flight 
Upon a rockc with horrible dismay, Flowne at a flush of Ducks fq^eby the brooke, 

Her shattered ribs in ttiousand pecces rivA, ^ The trembling foule dismayd with dreadfull 
And spoyling all her geares and goodly ray 1 sight 

Docs make herselfe misfortunes piteousciray.l Of death, the Avhich them almost ov'ertooke, 


So doAvne the clift'e the wretched Gyaut turn 
bled ; 

His battred ballauces in pecces lay. 

His timbered bones all broken rudely rumbled ; 
So was the high-aspyring Avith huge ruiue 
humbled. 


Doe hide themselves from herostonying looke 
Amongst the flags and covert round alMut. 
When Talus saAv they all the field forsooke. 
And none*appear’d of all that raskall rout, 

To Artegall he turn’d and Avoiit with him 
throughout. 
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The Bpouaals of fairo Florimcll, 

Wliere tnrney many knights : I 

There Braggudochio 1b uncas'd 
In all the Ladies sights. 


I 

After longVttormcs and tempests overblownel 
The aunne at length his joyous face doth cluare : 
So when as fortune all her spiglit hath showne, 
Some blisfull houres at last must needes ap- 
pearc; 

Else should afflicted wights oftimes dospeirc ; 
So comes it now to Floiimell b3" tournc, * 

After long sorrowes sufTered wlndeare, 

In which captiv’d she many * moneths did 
mourn e, 

To tost of joy, and to wont pleasures to re- 
toume. 

II 

Who being freed from Proteus cruell band 
By Mariiiell w'as unto h^ affide, ^ 

And b}' him brought againe to Facne land, 
Where he her spous’d, and made his joyous 
bride. 

The time and place was blazed farre and wide, 
And Bolemnc feasts and gmsts ordain'd there- 
fore; 

To which there did resort from every side 
Of Lords and Ladies infinite great store ; 

Ne any Knight was absent that brave courage 
bore, 

III 

To tell the glorie of the feast that day, 

The goodly service, the devicefull sights, 

The bridegromes state, the brides most rich 
aray, ^ 

Tlie pride of Toadies, and the worth of knights, 
The Toyall banquets, and the rare delights, 
Were worke fit for an Herauld, not for me: 
But for so much as to my lot here lights. 

That with this present treatise dotn agree, 
Truevertueto advance, shall heretrecounted 
bee. 

IV 

When all men had with full satietie 
Of mcates and drinkes their appetites suffiz’d, 
To deedes of armes and proofe of chevalrie 
They gan themselves addresse, full rich a- 
guiz’d 

As each one had his furnitures deniz’d. 

And first of all issu’d Sir Marinell, [ terpriz’d 
And with him sixe knigiits more, which en- 


To chalcnge all in right of Florimcll, 

And to iiiaintaine that she all others did ex- 
cell. 

V 

The first of ri|cm was hight Sir Orimont, 

A noble Kni^t, and tride in hard assayes ; 
The second had to name Sir Bellisont, 

But second Aito none in prowess c pra^'se ; 
The third was Bruncll, famous in his dayes ; 
The fourth Ecastor, of exceeding might ; 

The lift Anneddan, skild in lovely layes ; 

The sixt was Lansack, a redoubted Knight ; 
All sixe w^ll-secne in armes, and prov'd in 
many a light. 

VI 

And them against came ail tiiat list to giust, 
From every coast and countrie under sunne : 
None was debard, but all had leave that lust. 
The trumpets sound, then all together ronne. 
Full many deeds of armes that ilaj' were donne. 
And ifiany knights unhorst, and m.any w'onn- 

As fortune fell ; yet little lost or wonne : 

But all that day the greatest prayse redounded 
To Muri.icll, whose name tlie Heralds loud re- 
sounded. 


VII 

The second day, so soono as morrow light 
ApfUear’d in heaven, into the field they came, 
And there all day continew’d cruell fight, 
Wit\^ divers fortune fit fur such a game. 

In which all strove with perill to winne fame; 
Yet whether side was victor note be ghest : 
But at the last the trompets did proclame 
'i'bat Marinell that day deserved best. 

So they disparted were, and all men went to 
rest. 

VIII 

The third day came, that should due tr^'all 
lend 

Of all the rest ; and then this warlike crew 
Together met of all to make an end. 

I There Marinell great deeds of armes did 
shew. 
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And through the thickest like a Lyon flew, 
Kauhing off helmes, and ry ving plates aaon- 
der, 

That every one hb daunger did eschew : 

So terribly hb dreadfull strokes did thondcr. 
That all men stood amaz’d, and at hb might 
did wonder. 


IX 

But what on earth can alwayes happie 
stand ? 

The greater prowosse greater perils find. 

So farre he past amongst liis enemies band, 
That they have him enclosed so behind, 

As by no meanes he can himsclfe outwind : 
And now perforce they havcMhim prisoner 
taken ; 

And now they doe with captive bwds him bind ; 
And now they lead him thence, of all forsaken, 
Unlessu some' succour had in time him over- 
taken. 

X 

It fortun'd, whylest they wej^p thus ill 
beset, 

Sir Artogall into the Tilt-yard came, 

With Braggudochio, whom he lately met 
Upon the way with that his snowy Dame : 
Where when lie understood by common fame 
What evil hap I0 Marinell betid, 
lie much was mov’d at so iiiiwortbie .shame, 
And struight that boa.ster pra)d, with whom 
he rid, • [bid.| 

To change his shield with him, to be the better 

XI 

So forth he went, and soone them over-hent. 
Where they were leading Marinell away ; 
Whom he assayld with dreadlesse hardiment, 
And forst tlie burden of their prize to stay. 
They were an hundreti knights of that array. 
Of which tir one halfe upon himsclfe did^et, 
Thu other stayd behind to gard the pray : 

But he ere long the former fiftie bet, 

And from the other fiftie soone the prAouer 
fct. 


XII 

So backe he brought Sir Marinell ogaine; 
Whom having quickly arm’d againe anew, 
They both together joyned might and maine. 
To set afresh on all the otlier crew : 

Whom with sore havocke soone they over-, 
threw'. 

And chaced quite out of the field, that none 
Against them durst his head to perill shew. 
So were they left Iiords of the field alone : 

80 Marinell by him was rescu’d from his 
fone. 


XIII 

Which when he had pei form’d, then backe 
againe 

To Braggadochio did his shield restore , 

Who all this while behmd him did remainc, 
Keeping there close with him in pretious store 
That his fabe Ladic, as ye heard afore. 

Then did the trompets sound, and Judges rose. 
And all these knights, which that day armoiii- 
bore. 

Came to the open hall to listen whose 
The honour of the prize should be adjudg’d by 
those. 

XIV 

And thetber also came in open sight 
Fayrc Florimell, into the common hall, 

To greet his guerdon unto every knight. 

And best to him to whom the best should fall. 
Then fur that stranger knight they loud did call, 
To whom that day they should the girlond 
yield, 

Who came not forth ; but for Sir Artegall 
Came Braggadochio, and did shew his shield, 
WhieJi bore tlic Suniie brode blazed in a gol- 
den field. 

* 

The sight whereof did all with gladnesse fill : 
So unto him they did addeeme the prise 
Of all that Tryumph. Then the trompets 
shriU 

Don Braggadochios name resounded thrise : 

So courage lent a cloke to cowardisc. 

And then to him came fayrest Florimell, 

And goodly gan to greet his brave emprise, 
And thousand thankes him yecld, that had so 
well 

Approv’d that day that she all others did excell. 


To whom tlic boaster, thatalllinights did blot 
With proud disdaine did scornefull answere 
make, 

That what he did that day, he did it not 
For her, but for his owne'deare Ladies sake, 
Whom oil his perill he did undertake 
Both her Bnd eke all others to excell : 

And further did uncomely speaches crake. 
Much did his words the gentle Ladie quell, 
And turn’d aside for shame to heare what he 
did tell. 

XVII 


Then forth he brought his snowy Florimele, 
Whom Trompart had in keeping there beside, 
Covered from peoples gazement with a vele : 
Whom when discovered they had throughly 
eid^ 

XB 
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With great amazement they were stupeiide ; 
And said, that surely Floriinell it was, 

Or if it were not Florimell so tride, 

Tliat Florimell her selfe slie then did pas. 

So fteble skill of perfect things the vulgar has. 

will 

Which when as Manncll beheld likewise, 

He Avas thereivith exceedingly dismay d, 

Ne wist he ivhat to thinkc, or to devi.se , 

But. like asnit^i ivhom feends had made aifrayd, 
He long astonisht stood, ne ought he sayd, 

Ne ought he did, but w’lth fast lixed eies 
He gazed still upon that snowy mayd; 

Whom ei’er as he did the more .avize, 

The more to Ijc true Florimell he did surmize. 

• 

XIX 

As when two sunnesappearein thetisnre skye, 
Mounted in riunbus charet fierie bright. 

Both darting forth faire beanies to each mans 

And both adorn’d ndthlamiics of darning light; 
All that behold so strange prodigious .sight. 
Not knowingnatures wqflke,nor ivhat to ^cene, 
Are rapt with ivonder and ivith rare affright. 
So .stood SirMarinell, wlnui he had .seeiie 
Tlu'semhlant of this false by his laire beauties 
(^uccne. 

x\ 

All Avhioli when Artegall, wdio all this Avhile 
Stood ill the preasse close covered, well ad- 
veived, 

And saw that boasters jiride and graceles.se 
guile, 

He could no longer beare, but forth ii.scwed. 
And unto all liiniselfe there open .shewed. 

And to the boaster said ; ‘ Thou lo'-ell base, 
That hast with^borrowed illumes thy selfe en- 
dewed. 

And others ■worth with leasings doest deface, 
When they are all restor’d thou shalt rest in 
disgrace. 

A XT 

‘ That shield, which thou doest bcurc, was it 
indeed 

Which this dayes honour sav’d to Mariiicll ; 
But not that armc, nor thou the man, 1 reed, 
Which didst that service unto Florimell. 

For pniofe shew forth thy sivord, and let it tell 
What strokes, what dreadfiill stourc, it stird 
this day ; | 

Or shew the wounds which unto thee befell ; 
Or shew the sweat with Avhich thou diddcst 
■ .sAvay 

3o sharpe a battell. that so many did dismay. 


xxii 

^But this the sword which wrought those 
crnell stounds, [beare, 

And this tlie arine the Avliich that shield did 
And the.se the signs ’ (so shewed forth his 
wounds) 

‘By which that glorie gotten doth appearej 
As for this Ladie, winch he sheweth here. 

Is not (I Avager) Florimell at all ; 

But some fuA re Franion. lit for such a fere. 
That by misfortune in his hand did fall.’ 

For proofe a\ hereof he bad tlicm Florimell 
forth call. 

XXTII 

So forth theAoble hadie Avas a brought, 
Adorn’d Avith honor and all comely grace : 
WTiereto her,ba.shful sliamefastnes.se yAvrought 
A great increase in her faire blushing face. 

As roses did Avith lilies interlace; 

For of those Avords, the which tliat bon.ster 
thrcAV, 

She inly yet conceived great disgrace : 

Whom A\ iian as all the people such did vew, 
They shouted loud, and signes of gladnesse all 
did shew. 

x\iv 

Then did he set her by that .snoAA'v one. 

Like the true saint beside the image set. 

Of both their beauties to make paragoiie 
And triall, Avhether should thii honor get. 
Streight-way. so soone as both together met, 
Th* cnchaunted Dainzell vanishl into nought: 
I Her siKuvy substance melted as Avith heat, 

'Nc of that goodly hcAV remayned ought. 

But th' cniptie girdle which about her Avast AA'a.s 
wrought, 

AXA*- 

As AA'hen the daughter of Thaumantes faire 
Hath in a Avatry cloud dis])layed Avide 
Her goodly boAv, Avhich jmints the litpiid ayre, 
That all men Avonder at her colours pride ; 

All jtUddcnly, ere one can looke aside, 

The glorious picture vuiiishcth away, 

Ne any token doth thereof abide : 

So did this Ladies gooflly forme deca}'. 

And into nothing goe, ere one could it bewray. 

XXVI 

Which when as all that present Avere beheld, 
They stricken Avere with great astoiiislinicnt, 
And their faint harts Avith sensele.s8e horrout 
queld, 

To sec the thing, that seem’d so excellent, 

So stolen from tlieir fancies wonderment 
That AAdiat of it liccanie none understood: 

And Braggadoehio selfe with drerimeqt 
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So daunted was in his dcspcyriiig mood, 

That like a lifelcsse curse uiimuveublc 

stood. ' I 

XWII ' 

lJut ArU‘f?all that fjolden holt nptooko, 

TIu; ^\hich of all lier .spovle was onel}’ left ; 
Which was not hers, a.s many it mistookc, 

Ihit h'lorimclls oaviic girdle, fium Jier relt 
While she was Hying, like a Avt-ary w'ett. 

From that foule monster Avlneli did lier ctnn- 
pell 

To perils great; Avhiehhe unhiK-khiig elt 
I’vesented to the fayn'st Floriniell, 

Who round about her tender wast it titleil 
well. « I 

XXVIII I 

Full many Ladies often hud assiwil 
About their middles that lane bm to knit; 
And many a one suiipos’d to be a iiuia d : 

Yet It to none of all their loynes Avouhl lit, 

'I'dl Floriniell about her fastned it. 

Such poAver it had, that to no Avomaiis A\ast 
JJy anA skill or labour it would .si% 

IJnlesse that slic AA'ere eonlincnt and eliasi, 

Ihit it AA’ould lose or breake, that many had 
disgrast. 

W’lX 

Whilest thus they busied Averc boid Flori- 
mell. 

And boastfull Braggadocliio to defame, 

Sir Cluyoii, as by fortune then lietell, ^ 

I'^orth from the thickest jireasse of peoide 
came, \ elarne ; 

Ilis oAvne good steed, AA'hich he had slolne, to 
And tir one hand seizing on hi.s golelcn hit. 
With th’ other tlrcA\ his sword ; for AA’itli the 
same 

lie meni the thiefe there deadly to luiA’e smit : 
And, had he not bene held, he nought had 
fayld of it. , 


3 ^ 

lAnd their young bloodie babe l,o him gautell , 
iiclwith whom Avhiles he did in the avoo« 1 re 


Thereof great hurl a -burly moA'efl a\ as ^ 
Throughout the hall lor that same AAarliki 
horse ; 

For Biaggadochio Avoiild not let him ]ias. 

And Giiyon AA'ould him algates Iua'c perforse. 
Or It approA’e ujion his canion corse. 

Which troublous stirre when Artegall inn 
ecived, 

1 le nigh them drew to stay th’ UA'engers Ibrse. 
And gan impiire how Avas that steeil lieieaA’eik 
Wliether by might extort, cir else by slight 
deceaved ? 

XXXI 

Who all that piteous storic, Avhich befell 
About that wofull couple which Avere .slaiiie. 


muine, 

Ills horse purloMud A\as by .siildill traine, 

For Avdiich he ehaleiigod the Ihiefe to ligni : 

But he for nought could him thereto eei>- 
.straine ; 

For as the death he haled such despight. 

And lather had to lo'^e then liie in ainies In'- 
right. 

\\\ii 0 

Which Aili'gall Avell Jieniing, (though no 
mole 

B\ hiAV itf aimes lliei.* m'cde ones light to trie, 
As AA'as llie wold of Axarlike knigids of_Aoie, 
Then that hi■^ loe should him tie Held ileiiie,) 
Yet, :&iither light l)_\ tokens to deserie, 
lie askt AA'h.d ju-ivie tokens he <lid heaieV 
‘If that ’ (said (Jii\ou) ‘may you satistie, 
Within his mouth a hlaeke spot doth aiipeare, 
.Sliapt hk(‘ a lioises sho(‘, Avbo list to secke it 
tlieic.’ 

XWIIl 

Whereof to make due lr\ail. one did lake 
The in Iiand wy^iin his mouth to looke: 
But AAith his heeles so sorely he liim stral.e. 
That all liis nhs he (piite in peeees broke, 

That lu'A'cr Avoid fioin tliat day fortli bespoke. 
Anotlier, that Avould scenu* to haA*e more Avit., 
Him by the bright embroderedhed-stall tooke ; 
But by the shoulder him so sore he bit, 

That be liiiu niaymed quite, and all his 
sliouldci s[>lit. 

XX XIV 

No he Ids muulb Avould open unto AAight, 
IJntill tlial. (Jiiyoii selfe unlo him spake, 

And called Brigadoie, (so aa'us lie bight,) 
Whose Aoice so sooue us be did undertake, 
Eftsooiies lie stood as still asniiy stake, 

And sullied all Ids secret maiTe' to see: 

.\ml, AA’hen ns he him nam’d, for joy he brake 
11 is bands, and folloAv'd him AV'ith gladfull glee. 
And friskl, and tlong aloft, and luutcd low on 
knee. 

xxxv 

Thereby T>ir Artegall did plaine areed 
Thai unto him the liorsc belong’d, and sayd; 

• Lo there ! Sir Giiyon, take to you the steed, 
V'. he Avilh golden saddle is jiraA d, 

And let that losell, pluincly uoav displayd, 
llcucc fare ou foot, till he an horse have 
gayiied.’ 

But the proud boaster gan his doome upbravd, 
And him rcAdl’d, and rated, and disdayned,’ 
L'hat jiidgement so unjust against huii had 
onlavned. 



310 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


[book V. 


XXXVI 

Much was the knight inccnst with his lewd 
word 

To have revenged that his villeny ; 

And thrisc did lay his hand upon his sword, 
To have him slaine, or dearcly dt»cn aby : 
liut Guj'on did his choler pacify, 

Saying, ‘ Sir knight, it would dishonour bee 
To you that arc our judge of equitj’. 

To wroake your wrath on such a carle as hee : 
It's punishment enough that all his shame doe 
see.’ 

XXXVII 


And out of court him scourged openly. 

So ought all faytours that true knighthood 
shame. 

And annes dishonour with base villanic. 
From all brave knights be banish t with defame; 
For oft their Icwdnes blollcth good deserts 
with blame. 

XXXIX 

Now when these counterfeits were thus un- 
Out of the fore-sule «)f their forgerie, [ cased 
And in the sight of all men cleane disgraced, 
All gan to jest and gibe full mcnlie 
At the remembrance of their knaveric : 


So did he mitigate Sir Artcgall ; 

Ihit I'alns by the backe the boaster bent, 

And drawing hjm out of the open hall 
Iqion him did inflict this punishmejit : , 

First he his beard did shave, and fowly shent, 
Then from him reft his shield, and it ren- 
verst, I 

And blotted out his armes with falshood blent, { 
And himsclfe baffuld, and his .armes unherst. 
And broke his swoM in twaine, and all his 
armour sparse 

xxxvlte « 

The whiles hisguilcfull groome was fled away, 
But vaine it was to thinke from him to flic ; 
Who ov^oi^king him did disaray. 

And all his face deform’d with mfamie, 


Ladies can laugh at Ijadies, Knights at 

To thinke witif^how great vaunt of braveric 
He them abused through his subtill slights, 
And what a •’glorious shew he made in all 
their sights. 

XL 

There leave we them in pleasure and repast, 
Spending their joyous dayes and gladfiill 
And taking Msuric of time fore-pas^ [nights, 
With all deare deliccs and rare delights, 

Fit for such Ladies and such lovely knights ; 
And tiirne we here to this fa ire furrowes end 
Our wearie yokes, In gather fresher sprights, 
That, when as time to Artegall shall tend. 

We on his first adventure may him forward 
send. 


c 


CANTO IV. 


Arte(:r.iii dcaleth right lietwixt 
Two brethren that ihK* strive : 
t^aves Tcrpinc from the gullow tree 
And doth from death repnve. 


I 

Wiiow> upon him selfe will take the skill 
True Justice unloiieople to divide. 

Had neede have mightie hands for to fulfill 
That which he doth with righteous doomc 
decide, r 

And for to roaistcr -wrong and puissant pride : 
For value it is to deeme of things arigli^ 

And makes wrong doers justice to deride, 
Unlessc it be perform'd with dreadlesse might ; 
For powre is the! right hand of Justii^c truely 
hight. 

TI 

Therefore whylorae tb knights of great em- 
. prise 

The charge of Justice given was in trust, 


That they might execute her judgements 
wise, 1 lust, 

And with their might beat downe licentious 
Which proudly didimpugne her sentence just : 
Whereof no braver president this day 
Kcmaincs on earth, jireserv’d from yron rust 
Of rude oblivion and long times deaiy, 

Then this of Artcgall, which here we have 
to say, 

III 

Who having latclj left that lovelv pavre, 
Enlinckccj last in wedlockos lo^'aH'bon^, 

Bold Mariiiell with Floriinell the fayre. 

With whom great feast and goodly glee he 
fond, 

Departed from the Castle of the Strond 
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'I'o follow bis adventures first intent, 

Which lon^; agoe he taken had in bond : 

Ne wight with him for his assistance went, 
But t£at great yron groome, his gard and 
government. 

IV 

With whom, as he did passe by the sea shore, 
He chaunst to come whereas two comely 
Squires, 

Bothbrethren, whom one wombo togetherbore, 
Blit stirred up with different desires, 

Together strove, and kindled wrathiull ffres : 
And them beside two seemely damzells stood, 
By all meancs seeking to asswage ihcir ires , 
Now with fairc w'ords, but w'ords^id little good, 
Kow with sharpe threats, but threats the more 
incTcast their mood. 

• 

V I 


The most part of my laud hath washt away, 

I And throwne it up unto ray brothers share: 
i So his encreased, but mine did cmpaire. 

Before which time I lov’d, as was my lot, 
I'i'hat further mayd, hight Philtcra the faire, 
With whom a goodly doure 1 should have got. 
And should have joyned bene to her in wed- 
locks knot. • 

IX 

‘ Then did my younger brother, Amidas, 
I^ve that same other Damzoll, Lucy blight, 
To whom blit little dowre allotted was * 

Her vertiie was the dowre that did delight. 
What belter ilowre can to a dame be liiglitV 
But now, when Phil Ira saw my lauds decay 
And former livclod fa>lc, she left me quight, 
And my brother did e,llo|K‘ sTreight w'ay , 
Who, taking her from me, his owme love left 
I astray. 


And there before them stood a Coffer strong 
Fast bound on every side with inin bands. 

But seeming to have suflred mickle wrong, 
Either by being weekt uppon thtf sands, 

Or being carried farre from forrainc lands. 
Seem’d that for it these Squires at ods did 
fall, [hands ; 

And bent against them selves their cruell 
But evermore those Damzells did forestall 
Their furious encounter, and tlieir fiercencsse 
pall. 

VI 

But firmely fixt they -were with dint c!^ sword 
And battaiics doubtfull proofe their rights to 
Ne other end their fury would afford, [ try, 
But what to them Fortune would justify : 

So stood they both in rcadincssc thereby 
To joyne the combate w’ith cruell intent, 
When Artegall, arriving happily, 

Did stay a while their greedy bickennent, 

Till he had questioned the cause of, their 
dissent. 

VII 

To whom the elder did this aunswerc frame 
‘I’hen weete ye, Sir, that we two brethren be, 
To whom our sire, Milesio by name, 

Did equally bequeath his lands in foe, 

Two Hands, which ve there before you see 
Not farre in sea ; of which the one appeares 
But like a little Mount of small degree, 

Yet was as great and wide, ere many y cares. 
As that same other Isle, that greater liredth 
now beares. 

VIII 

* But tract of time, that all things doth 
decay, [spare. 

And this devouring Sea, that naught doth 


X 

‘ Slip, seeing then her selfe forsaken so. 
Through dolorous ilespaire which she coii- 
ceyvpd, 

Into the Sea her selfe did headlong throw'. 
Thinking to have her giicfe by death bc- 
• reaved : ^ 

Bnt see how much her purpose was deceaved ! 
Whilcst thus, amidst the billowes beating of 
her, [weaved,* 

Twixt life and death long to and fro she 
I She chaunst unwares to light uppon this coffer, 

I Which to her in that daungcr hope of life did 
I offer. 


XI 

‘ The wretched mayd, that earst de&ir’d to die, 
When as the paine of death she tasted had, 
And but hnlfe seene his ugly visnomie. 

Gan to repent that she had'becnc so mad 
For any death to chaungc life, though most 
bad : • 

And catching hold of this Sea-beaten chest, 
(The lucky Pylot of her passage sad,) 

After long tossing in the seas distiest. 

Her weary barke at last uppon mine Isle did 
rest. 

• XII 

* Where I by chaunce then w'andring on the 
shore 

Did her espj’, and through my good endevour 
From drcadfull mouth of death, which threat- 
ned sore [her. 

Her to have swallow’d up, did hclpe to save 
She then, in rccompence of that great favour 
Which I on her bestowed, bestowed on me 
The portion of that good w'hieh Fortune gave 
her, 
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Together with her sclfc iu dowry free ; jUy what good right doe }ou withhold this 

Both goodly portions, but of both the better * dayV’ 

she. * What other right,’ (quoth lu') ‘should you 

Xlii cstccme, 

* Yet in this coffer which she with her brought ®ut that the scii it to my slians did lay ? ’ 
Great threasurc sithence w’c did lindc con- ‘Your right is good, (sayd lie) ‘and so I 
tained, dccinc, [shoultl seenie.’ 

Wliich asour ownc we tookc, andsoit thought; That what the sea unto you sent yoiA" own 
But this same other Damzell since hath fained 

That to her selfe that threasurc appertained : x viii 


‘ Bui, whethef it indeedo be sti or no, 
'J'his doe 1 say, that wdiat so gocni or ill * 
Or God or I'ortuue unto me did throw, 
Not -wronging an}^ other by my will, 

I liold mine oivne, and so will hold it still. 


And that she did trans]K)rt the same by sea. Then turning to the edder thus he sayd : 

To bring it tdthcr husband new ordained, * Now, Bracidas, let this likewise he siiowiie ; 

But sutired crucll shijiwracke by the w'ay : Your brothers threasurc, which from him is 

But wliether it be so or no, I can not say. strayd. 

Being the ioim" of his wdfe well knownc, 

XIV By w'hat rigKl doe you claime to be 3mur 

‘ But, whethef it indeede be so or no, owneV’ , , , festecine. 

This doe 1 sav, that w'hat so gocKl or ill * ‘AVhat othcr^right, (quoth he) ‘should you 
Or God or I'ortuue unto me did throw, that the sm hath it unto me thro-ivne ? ’ 

Not -wronging an}^ other by nn*^ will, ‘ Tour right is good,’ (sayd he) ‘ and so I 

I liold mine oivne, and so will hold it still. , deeme, [ should secmc. 

And though my land he first did whine awaj', lhat what the sea unto you sent your own 
And then in.y love, (though now it little skill) 

Yet my good luckc he shall not likewise pray, * xix 

But I w'ill it defend whilst cycr that 1 may.' ‘For cquall right in eipiall things doth stand ; 

^ , For what the mighty Sea hath once posscst. 

XV And plucked quite from all possessors hand, 

So having sayd, the younger did ensew : Whether by rage of waves that never rc'st, 

‘ Full true it is what so about our land else by wracke that wretches halh distrest, 

My brother here declared hath to you : He may dispose by his imperial! might, 

But not for it this ods twixt us doth stand, thing at randon left, to whom he list. 

But for this threasurc throwne uppon his So, Any das, the land was j'oiirs fir^t high! ; 

strand ; And so the threasurc yours is, Bracidas, by 

Which well I prove, as shall appcarc b^* triall, right.’ 

To be this maides with whom I fastned hand. 

Known by good markes and perfect good When he his sentence thus iironounced had, 
cspiall : [deniall.' Both Amidas and Philtra ivere dis|)leascd ; 

Therefore it ought be rendred her without But Bracidas and Luc}' were right glad, 

And on the threasurc bv that judgement 

XVI sensed, 

When thej' th!is ended had, the Knight So was their discord by this doome appeased, 
began : And each one had his 'right. Then Artegall, 

‘ (’ertes, your strife were easie to accord, When^a.s their sharpe contention he had ceased, 

Would ye remit it to some righteous man.’ Departed on his ivay, as did befall, 

‘ Unto yourselfe,’ said they, ‘ we give our To follow his old quest, the which him forth 
word, did call. 

To bide that judgement ye shall us afford.’ xxj 

‘ Then for as-surance to my doome to stand, So as he travelled uppon the way. 

Under my foote let each lay downehis sword; He chaunst to come, where happily he spidc 
And then you shall my sentence understand.’ A rout of many people farro away ; 

So each of them layd downs his sword out of To whom his course he hastily applido, 

his hand. To weete the cause of their asscmblauncc wide : 

To whom when he approched nearc in sight. 
Then Artegall thus to the younger sayd : (An uncouth sight) he plainely then dcscride 

* Now tell me, Amidas, if that ye may. To be a troupe of women, warlike dight, 

,Your brothers land the which the sea hath layd With weapons in their hands as ready for to 
'Unto your part, and pluckt from his away, fight. 





^\I1 

,\nfl in the midst of ttiom lie saw a Knij^ht, 
With both his hands behinde him pinnoed hard, 
And round about his ncckc an halter ti^ht, 
And ready for the ffallow-trec prepard : 

His fa(!(‘ was covered, and his head was har’d, 
Tluit who he was nneath was to descr>'^; 

And witli full heavy heart with them he far’d, 
tiriev’d to the soule, and ginning inwardly, 
'J'hat he of womens hands so base a death 
should dy. 

XXI II 

Hut they, like tyrants mereilessc, the more 
liejoyeed' at his miserable case. 

And him reviled, and nijiroched sore 
With bitter tJiuntsand termes ot\ lie disgrace. 
Now when as Artegall, arriv’d in place, 

Did askc Avhat cause brought t%at man to 
decay, 

They roumi about him gan to swanne apace, 
Meaning on him their cruell hands to lay, j 
And to have wrought umvarcs some villanons] 
assay. 

X MV • 

Hut he tvas soonc aware of their ill minde, 
And drawing backe deceived their intent: 

Yet, though him selfe did shame on w'oman- 
kinde 

His mighty hand to sheml, he Talus sent 
To w'recke on them their lollies hardvraent : 
Who w'ith few' sowces of his yron Hale 
Dis]K;rsed all their troupe incontinent, • 

And sent them home to tell a piteous tale 
Of their vaiiie prowesse turned to their propei 
bale. 

XXV 

Hut that same wretched man. ordayned to 
die. 

They left behind them, glad to be so quit : 
Him Talus tooke out of perplexitie, 

And horrour of fowde death lor Knight unlit. 
Who more then losso of life ydreaded it ; 

And, him restoring unto living light, ^ 

So brought unto his Lord, where he did sit 
Heholding all that womanish Aveake tight; 
Whom soone as he beheld he knew', and thus 
behight : 

XXV r 

‘ Sir Turpine ! haplesse man, Avhat make you 
here ''' [tion, 

Or have you lost your selfe and your discre- 
That eA'er in this Avretched case ye AAere ? 

Or have A'e yeclded you to proude oppression 
Of Avomens poAvre, that boast of mens siili- 
jecrion V 

Or else Avhat other deadly dismall day 
Is falne ou a'ou by heavens hard direction 


That ye w'erc ruiine so fondly far astray 
As for to lead your selfe unto your owme 
decay V ’ 

XXA'I r 

Much Avas the man confounded in his mind, 
Partly Avith slianu', and ]iartly Avith dismay, 
ThatUll astomsht he him selfe did lind. 

And little had for his excuse lo say, 

Hut onely thus : ‘ Most haplesse av(*11 ye may 
Me justly teriiie, that to this shame am 
brought, [day : 

And mad<‘ tlie scorne of Kuighth#! this same 
Hut Avho can scape w'hat his ow'ne fate hath 
Avrought? [thought.’ 

The Avorke ofheaA'ensAvill snrpassctn humainc 

XXMII ^ 

‘lligkt true: hut t.uilty men use ufleniimcs 
To atinbiite their Jolly unto fate, 

And lay on JieaA'en the guilt, of their owne 
Hnt telf, Sir Terpin.nc let yoiiamate [erimes. 
Your misery, hoAv fell ye in this stater’ 

‘Then sith ye needs’ (quoth he) ‘will know 
iny shame, 

And all the ill Avhich chininst to me of late, 

T shorily Avill to you rehearse the same, 

In hoilb ye aviU not Ifflrne misfortune to my 
blame. 

XXIX 

‘ Heing desirous (as all Kniglits are Avoont) 
Through hard adventures deedos of armes to 
And alter fame and honour for to hunt, [try, 
I heard rejiort that farre ahrode did fly, 

That a proud Amazon did late defy 
All the brave K nights that hold of Maidenhead, 
And unto them Avroiight all the A'illany 
That she could forge in her malicious licad, 
Which Slime hath put to shame, and many 
done be dead. 

XXX 

• The cause, they say, of this her cruell hate 
Is for the sake of Bellodant the bold, 

To Avhom she bore most fer\'ent Ioa'c of late, 
And, Avooed him by all the Avaies she could : 
Hut Avheii she sawr at last that he ne Avoiild 
For ought or nought be Avonne unto her w'ill, 
She turn’d her Ioa'C to hatred manifold, 

And for hiff sake Amw’d to doe all the ill 
Whieli she could doc to Knights; Avhicli now 
she doth fulfill. 

XXXI 

• For all those Knights, the Avhich by force 

or guile 

She doth subdue, she foAvly doth entreate. 
First, she doth them of AA'arliko armes despnile, 
And cloth in w'omens Aveedes : And then with 
threat 
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Doth them compcll to workc, to eame their 
meat, 

To spin, to card, to sew, to w’ash, to Avring ; 
Ne doth she give them other thing to eat 
But bread and Avatcr or like feeble thing, I 
Thom to disable from revenge adventuring. 

XXXI 1 

‘But if tliTDiigli stout disdaine of manly 
mind 

Any her proml observaunce Avill withsland, 
Uppon that gibbet, Avhicb is there behind, 

She causeth them be hang’d up out ol hand ; 
In Avhioh eondition 1 right now did stand : 
For, being overcome by her in fight, 

And put to that base service of her band, j 
I rather chosd to die in lives despight, I 

Then lead that shamefull life, unworth^' of a| 
Knight.* I 


XWlIl 

‘ llow bight that Aina/on V ’ (sayd Aitegall) , 
‘And where ami how far hence does she 
abide V ’ [call, 

‘Her name’ (quoth ho) ‘they Badigund doc 
A Princcsse of great pq^re and greater iiride. 
And Quoene of Ama/oii^ in arines ivell* ride 
And sundry battels, Avhich she hath atchieved 
With great snccesse, that her hath gloridde, 
And made her farnoux, more then is belie veil; 
No would 1 it have ween’d, had I not late it 
prieved.’ 


XXXIV 

‘Now sure,’ (said ho) ‘and by the faith 
that I 

To Maydcnhead and noble knighthood owe, 

1 Avill not rest till 1 her might doc trie, 

And venge the shame that she to Knights 
doth shoAv. 

Therefore, Sir 'j'erpin, from you lightly throw 
This squalid weede, the patteme of dispaire, 
And wend with me, that ye may sec and 
know 

Hoav Fortune will your ruin’d name repairc 
And knights of Maidenhead, Avhose praise she 
would empaire.* 

XXXV 

With that, like one that hopelesse was dc- 
pryv’d 

From deathes dore at which lie lately lay. 
Those yron fetters wherewith he was gyv’d. 
The b^ges of reproch, he throw away, 

And nimbly did him dight to guide the way 
Unto the dwelling of that Amaxone : 

Which was from thence not past a mile or 
tway, 


A goodly citty and a mighty one. 

The which, of her oAvne name, she called 
Kadegoiie. 

XXXVI 

W'here they arriving by the watchman were 
T>c.scried streight; who all the city warned 
jilow that three AA'arlike persons did ^ppeare, 
;()f which the one him seem’d a Knight all 
armed, 

And th’ other two well likely to have harmed. 
ICft!>.ooiM‘s the people all to hamesse ran, 

And like a sort of Bees in clusters SAA-^armed : 
Ere long their Qncenc her sclfc,halfelikca man, 
Came forth into the rout, and them t’ array 
hegan.^ 

XWVIT 

And iioAV tjje Knights, being arrived neare, 
Did bent uppon the gates to enter in ; 

And at the I’orter, skomiiig Uicin so fcAV, 
ThrcAv many threats, if they the toAime did 
win, 

To teare Ins flesh in [lececs for his sin : 

W^hich wlttn as Kadigund there comming 
heard, 

Tier heart for rage did grate, and teeth did grin. 
She bad that streight the gates should be unbard, 
And to them Avay to mi^c wdth weapons well 
prepard. 

XXXV lit 

Soone as the gates Avere open to them set, 
Thej", pressed forward, entraunce to ha\’e 
made ; 

But in the middle Avay they Avere ymet 
With a sbarpe showre of arrowes, whieh them 
staid. 

And belter bad adv'isc, ere they assaid 
UnknoAven pcrill of bold womens pride. 

Then a^l that rout uppon them rudely laid. 
And heaped strokes so fast on every side, 

And arroAves haild so thicke, that* they could 
not abide. 

^ XXXIX 

But Radigund her selfe, when she espide 
.Sir Terpin, from her direfiill doome acquit, 

So criicll doale amongst her maidcs divide 
T’ aven{^ that shame they did on him commit, 
All sodaincly enflam’d Avith furious fit 
Like a fell Lionessc at him she flow. 

And on his head-peece him so fiercely smit, 
That to the ground liim quite she overthreA\% 
Disinayd so with tlic stroke that he no colours 
knew. 

XL 

Soone as she saw him on the ground to gro' 

^ veil, 

She lightly to him leapt; and in his iiecke 
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Her proud fuote setting, at his Iicad did levell. 
Weening at once her wrath on him to wreake 
And liis contempt, that did her Judg’raeiit 
breakc. 

As when a Beare hath seiz’d her crucll clawes 
Uppon ihe carkasse of some beast too weakc, 
Proudly stands over, and a while doth pause 
To hcarc the piteous beast pleading licr pluin- 
tifle cause. 

xnr 

Whom Avhen ns Artegall in that distresse 
By ehaunc'c beheld, he left the liloudy slaugh- 
ter 

In wliich he swam, and ranne to hi-, redresse: 
There her assayling fiercely fr%h, he raught 
her ' [her ; 

Such an hugest roke, that it of sence distraught 
And had she not it warded waril.?. 

It had depriv’d her motlicr of a daughter: 
Nathlesse for all the powrc she did apply 
It made her stagger oft, and stare with ghastly 
eye. 

XLir , 

Like to an Eagle, in his kingly pride 
Soring through his wide Empire of the aire 
To wcatflicT his brode sailes, by chauiice hath 
spide 

A Ooshauke, which hath seized for her share 
Uppon some lowle tliat should her feast pre- 
pare; 

With drcadftill force he flies at her bylivc, 

That with his souce, which none eaduren 
dare. 

Her from the quarrey he away doth drive, 

And from her griping pounce the greedy prey 
doth rive. 

XLIII 

But, soonc as she her sence recover’d had, 

She fiercely towards him her selfe gaii ilight, 
Through vengeful wTath and sdeignfull pride 
half mad ; * 

For never had she sufired such despight : 

But ere she could joyne hand with hi#! to 
fight, 

Her wimikc inaides about her flockt so fast, 
That fliey disparted them, mpvgrc their 
might. 

And with their troupes did far asunder cast; 
But mongst the rest the fight did untill evening 
last. 

XLTV 

And every while that mighty yron man 
With his* strauge weapon, * never ,ront in 
wurre. 

Them sorely vext, and cours^ and overran. 
And broke their bowes, and did their shooting 
marre, I 


That none of all the many once did darre 
Him to assault, iior once approach him nie ; 
But like a sort of sheepe dispersed farre 
For dread of their devouring enemie, 

Thiough all the fields and vallies did before 
him flie. 

xnv 

But when as dales faire shiiiie-bcamc, yclowd- 
cd 

With fearcfull shailowes of dcfoiincd night. 
Warn’d man and beast in quiet rest be shrowd- 
ed, • 

Bold Badigund with sound of tnimpc on bight, 
Causd all lier people to surcease from fight ; 
Anil gathering them unto her rittics gate. 
Made them all enter in before her siglit ; 

And all the w'ounded, and the -vfeakc in state, 
To be'convayed in, ere she would once rctratc. 

XLVI 

When thus the field was voided all away. 
And all things fpiictcd, the Ellin Knight, 
Weary of toile and trnvell of that day, 

Causd his pavilion to be riclily pight 
Before the city gate, in open sight ; 

Whei;p he him selfe ^1 rest in safety 
Together -with Sir I’erpin all that night: 

But Talus usde, in times of jeopardy. 

To keepe a nightly w'atch for dread* of treach 
cry. 

XI.VII 

But Badigund, full of heart -gnawing griefe 
For the rebuke which she sustain’d that day, 
(/Oil Id take no rest, ne would receive relicfe*; 
But tossed in her troublous imiide what way 
She mote revenge that blot whicli on her lay. 
There she resolv’d her selfe in single figlit 
To tij' her Fortune, and his force assay. 
Bather then sec her people spoiled qufght, 

As she had scene that day, a disaventerous 
sight. • 

XLVI II 

She called forth to her a trusty mayd, 
Whom she thought fittest fur that biisinesse ; 
Her name was (^laiin, and thus to her sayd : 

* (loe, damzell, quickly, doc thy selfe addresse 
To doe the message which I shall expresse. 
Coe thou unto that stranger Faery Knight, 
Who ycester day drove us to such distresse : 
Tell, that to morrow I Avith him wil fight, 
And try in cquall field whether hath greater 
might. 

XLIX 

* But thS/Se conditions doe to him propound ; 
That if I vanquishe him, he shall obay 
My law, and ever to my lore be bound ; 

And so will I, if me he vanquish may. 
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What ever he shall like to doe or say. j Where that same Damzell lowdly him bespakc, 

Goe streight, and take with thee to Avitncsse .And shew’d tliat with his Ijord she would 
Sixe of thy fcllowes of the best array, f it 1 cmiiarluiiiice make. 

And beare Avith you bolli Avine and juncates lit, | 

And bid him calc: henceforth he oft shall; 

hungry sit.' So he them streight eondiieted to his Ijord; 

Who, as he could, them goodly Avell did greet c, 
!■< I’ill tlicy had told their message M'ord by word : 

Tlie Damzell streight obayd, and i)utting all. Which he accepting Avell, a.s he could weete, 
In rcadiiiesse, forth to the ToAvne-gate Aveut; Them fairely elite r lay ndwjth curtsies mcete, 
Where, sounding loud a Trmuiict from the wal4 And gaA'c them gifts and tilings of deare 
Unto those A\4trlike Knights she Avarning sent. delight. [feete ; 

Then Talus forth issuing from the tent So backe againe they homeward tumd their 

Unto tlie Avail his Avay did fearelesse take, Hut Artegall him selfe to rest ditl dight, 

To Aveeten Avhat that truiiipets sounding That he moti' fresher be against the next 
meat : | duies iiflit. 


CANT!) V. 

Artegall fights Avith llsuligiind, 

And is subdewd by guile : 

He is by her impneoncd, • 
lint AiTOiight by Clanns wile. 

I ^ ^ A** the laii'e Mooiie in her most lull as|Aect 

So soone as daj' forth daAvning from the "I'**®*' Mooue it mote he like in each 

East " [ AvitlidrcAV, resp(*cl. 

Nights humid curtaiiio from the lieaA'ens J'" 

And earely calling forth both man and beast So fortli she came out of the citty gate 
Comaunded them their daily workes renew, With .stately iiort and proud magniticenee, 
I’hese noble Avarriors, miiidefiill to piirsew Guarded Avi'th many Damzds that did Avaite 
The last daies purpose of their voAved fight, j Uppon her person for her sure defence. 

Them seh'cs thereto preparde in order dew ; Plajing on shaumes and trumpets, that from 
The Knight, as best Avas seeming for a Knight, ' hence 

And th’ Amazon, as best it likt her selfe to Their sound did reach unto the heavens hight : 
dight. So forth into the field she marched thence, 

II Where Avas a rich Pavilion ready pight 

All in a Camis light of purple hilke Her to vcreiA'c, till time they should begin 

\\'o\en upjHm with sih’er, .subtly Avrouglit, the fight. 

And quilted uppon sattin Avhite ns milke ; v 

Trayled with ribbands diversly distraught. Then forth came Artegall out of his tent, 
Like as the Avorkeman had their courses All a-m’d to point, and first the Lists did 
taught ; enter : 

Which was short tucked for light motion Soone after ckc came she, with fell intent 
Up to her ham ; but, Avhen she li.st, it raught And countenaunce fierce, as having fully 
Downe to her lowest hcele ; and thcusupiKMi bent her 

She wore for her defence a mayled habergeon. That battclls utmost triall to adventer. 

The Lists were closed fast, to barre the rout 
HI From rudely pressing to the middle centex ; 

And on her legs she painted buskins wore, Which in great heapes them circled all about. 

Basted with bwds of gold on every side, Wayting how Fortune would resolve that 

And mailcs betweene, and laced close afore ; daungerous dout. 

Uppon her thigh her Gemitare was tide 

With an embrodered belt of mickcll pride ; v* 

And on her shoulder hung her shield, bedeckt The Trumpets sounded, and the fidd began ; 
Uppon the bosse with stones that shined wid^ With bitter strokes it both began and ended. 
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She at the first encounter on him ran | xi 

With furious rase, as if she had intended j Having her thus disarmed of her shield, 

Out of his breast the very heart have rended : jUpon her helmet he aguine her strooke. 

Hut he, that had like tempests often tride, That downe she fell uiioii the grassio field 
From that first flaw him sclfe right well de-|in aencelesse swoune, as if her life fcirsooke, 
tended. I And pangs of death her spirit nvertooke. 

The more she rag’d, the more he did abide ; Whom when he saw before his foote prostrated, 
She hewd, she foyiid, she lasht, she laid on iic to her Icpt with deadly’ dreadfull looke, 
every side. And her siinshyiiie helmet soone unlaced, 

t* Thinking at once both head and helmet to have 

Yet still her blowes he bore, and her forbore, raeed. 

Weening at last to win advantage new ; ^ • 

Yet still her erueltie increased more, „ . , , " , . , , 

And, though powre faild, her courage did ac- discovered had her face, 

crew- lie saw, ills senses struunge astonishment, 

Which fayling, he gan fiercely ^er pursew. ^ miracle ol natures Roodly grace 

Like as a Smith that to his cunning feat faire visage voule ot onwment, 

The stubbome mettall seeketh subdew, d m blond and sweat together inont; 

Soone as he fia-lcs it mollifide with heat, rudenesse of that evi 11 plight 


oiiiiiii: liv it tuuniiiuv: witii iit:cit. ^ ^ . i« * ^ 

With his great yron sledge doth strongly on Jlewraj'd the signes of feature excellent' 


it beat. Moone in foggie winters night 

yjjj Doth seeme to be her selfe, though darkued be 

So did Sir Artegall upon her la>^ light. 

As if she had an yron andvile bcene, xiii 

That flakes of fire, bright as the sunny ray. At sight llicreof his cruell minded hart 
Dut of her steely armes were flashing scene, Empicreed was witlMflittifull regard, f apart, 
That all oil fire ye would her surely weciie ; That his shartie sword he throw from him 
Hutwithlicrshieldsowellherselfeshe warded Cursing his hand that had that visage mard: 
From the dread daunger of his weapon kcene, *No hand so cruell, nor no hart so hard, 

'Hiat all that while her life she safely garded ; Hut ruth of beautic will it mollific. 

Hut he that lielpe from her against her will ' By this, upstarting from her swoune, she star’d 
discorded. • i A while about her with confused eye ; 

IV Like one that from his dreame is waked sud- 

For with his trenchant blade at the next denlye. 

blow x'lv 


Ilalfe of her shield he f Soone as the knight she there by her did spv 

Much 8l.e moyed with the mightic sway 

blond forth drew. ■ „„ vengeance to 

1 have stavd. 


blond forth drew. 


Thereat she gan to triumph with great boast, 

4.11(1 to upbrayd that chaunce which him misfell, | Like 
As if the prize she gotten had almost, A gen 


a Pnttocke having spyde in sight 


Ap if the prize she gotten had almost, A gentle Faulcon sitting on an hill, [flight, 

With spightfullspeaches, fitting with her well; Whose other wing, now made uumeete for 
That his groat hart gan inwardly to swell Was lately broken by some fortune ill; 

With indignation at her vaunting vaine. The foolish Kyte, led Avith licentious will. 

And at her strooke with puissaunce fearcfull Doth beat upon tlie gentle bird in vaine, 

fell : With many idle stoups her troubling still : 

Yet with her shield she warded it againe, Even so did Radigund with bootlesse paine 

That shattered all to peeces round about the Annoy this noble Knight, and sorely him 
plaine. constraine. 
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XVI 


Nought could he do but shun the dred de- 


Of her fierce wrath, and backward still retyre; 
And witi) his single shield, well as he might, 
Beare off tlie biuden of her raging yrc : 

And evermore he gently did desyre 
To stay her stroks, and he liimselfe would yield ; 
Yet nould slie liearkc, ne let him once respyre. 
Till he to lier delivered liad his shield, 

And to her inercie him submitted in plaine field. 

XVII 

So was he overcome ; not overcome, 

But to her yccldcd of his ownc accord ; 

Yet was he’justly damned by the doome 
Of his owiie ftiouth, that spake so warelesse 
word, * 

To be her thrall and service her afford : 

For though that he first victoiie obta)Tied, 

Yet after, by abandoning his sword, 

He wilfull lost that he before attayiicd : 

No fayrer coiK^uest then that with goodwill is 
gayned. 

XVIII 

Tho with her sword %n him she fiatling 
strooke, 

In siguc of true subjection to her powre, 

And as her vossall him to thraldoine tooke 
But Terpine, borne to’ a more unhappy howre. 
As he on wlioin the lucklcssc stars did lowre. 
She caused to be attaclit, and forthwith led 
Unto the crooke, t’ abide the balefull stowre 
From which he lately had through rcskew fled : 
Where he full shamefully was hanged by the 
hed. 

XIX 

But when they thouglit on Tains hands to lay, 
lie with his yron Hade amongst them Ihondred, 
That they were foyiie to let liiin scape away. 
Glad from his companic to be so sondred ; 
Whose presence all their trou])s so much cn- 
combred, [and slay, 

That th’ heapes of those which he did wound 
Besides the rest dismay d,might not be iiombred 
Yet all that while he would not once assay 
To leskew his owiic l^rd, but thougfht it just 
t’ obay. 

XX 

Then tooke the Amazon this noble knight, 
Left to her will by his owne wilfull blame. 
And caused him to be disarmed quight 
Of all the ornaments of knightly name. 

With which whylomc he gotten had great 
fame : 

.Instead whereof she made him to be dight 
In womans weedes, that is to manhood shom^ 


And put before his lap a napron white. 
Instead of Curiets and bases fit for fight. 


XXI 

So being clad she brought him from the field. 
In which he had bene trayned many a day, 
Into a long large chamber, which was apeld 
With moniments of many Knights decay. 

By her subdewed in victorious fray : 

Amongst the which she causd his warlike 
arines [wray ; 

Be hang’d on high, that mote his shame be> 
And broke hissword, for feare of further harmes. 
With which he wont to stirre up battailous 
alarmes. 

XXII 

There entred in he round about him saw 
Man}’ brave Knights, whose names right well 
he knew, 

There bound t’ obay that Amazons proud law. 
Spinning and carding all in comely rew. 

That his bigge hart loth'd so uncomely vew : 
But they wore forst, through peminc and pyne, 
To doc those workes to them appointed dew ; 
For nought was given them to sup or ilyne, 
But what their hands could came by twisting 
linnet! twyne. 

XXI II 

Amongst them all slie placed him most low, 
And in his hand a distnffe to him gave, 

That ife thereon sliouldspiii Im)Ui flax and tow; 
A sordid office for a mind so brave : 

So hard it is to be a womans slave. 

Yet he it tooke in his owne sclfes despight, 
And thereto did him‘«elfe ngl:t well behave 
Her to obav, sitb he his faith had plight 
Her vassafl to become, if she him wonne in 
figlil. 

, XXIV 

Wlio had him scene imagine mote thereby 
That whylome hath of Hercules bene told,* 
HowTor lolas sake he did apply 
His inightie hands the distaffe vile to hold 
For his huge club, which had subdew’d of ola 
So many monsters which the world annoyed. 
His Lyons skin chaungd to a poll of gold. 

In which, forgetting wanes, he onely joyed 
In combats of sweet love, and with his mis- 
tresse toyed. 

XXV 

Such is the crueltie of womenkimd. 

When they have shaken off the shamefast 
band, [bynd 

With which wise Nature did them strongly 
T' obay the beasts of mans lyeU-rnling hand. 
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That then all rule and reason they withstand 
To purchase a licentious libertie : 

But vertuous women wisely understand, 

That they were borne to base hurailitie, 
Unlesse the heavens them lift to lawfull sove- 
raintie. 

xxvr 

Thus there lon^ while continu’d Arto^all. 
Serving; proud Kadi^uiid with true subjection, 
How ever it his noble heart did gall 
T’ obay a womans tyrannous direction, 

That might have h^ of life or death election : 
But, having chosen, now he might not chaungc. 
During which time the warlike Amazon, 
Whose wandring fancie after lust did raunge, 


And through her eyes like sudden lightning 
flashed. 

Decking her chceke with a vermilion rose ; 
But soone she did her countenance compose. 
And to her turning thus began againe : 

‘This griefes deepe wound I would to thee 
disclose, [paine ; 

Thereto compelled through hart-murdring 
But dread of shame my doubtfull lips doth 
still restraine.’ 


Ah ! mv deorc dread,’ (said then tlie faith- 
ful! Mayd) [withhold. 

Can dread of ought your dreadlcsse hart 


Gan cast a secret liking t(^ this captiveiThat many hath with dread of death dismayd, 
straunge. 

XXVII « 

Which long concealing in her covert brcst. 

She chaw’d the cud of lover’s carefull plight ; 

Yet could It not so thoroughly digest. 

Being fast Axed in her wounded spright, 

But it tormented her both day and night : 

Yet would she not thereto yceld ffee accord 
To serve the lowly vassall of her might, 

And of lier servant make her soverayne Lord : 

So great her pride that she such basenesse 
much abhord. 

XXVIIl 

So much the greater still her anguish grevr. 

Through stubborne handling of her lov^-sieke 
hart; 

And still the more she strove it to subdew. 

The more slie still augmented her ownc smart, 

And wyder made the wound of th’ hidden dart. 

At las^ when long she struggled had in vaine, 

She gan to stoiipc, and her proud mind convert 
To meeke obeysonce of loves mightie raine. 

And him entreat fur grace that had procur’d 
her paine. 

XXIX 

Unto her sclfe in secret she did call 


And dare even deathes most*drcadfull face 
behold 

Say on, my soverayne Ladic, and be bold : 
Doth not vour haudmayds life at vour foot 
lieV’ 

Therewith much comfortetl she gan unfold 
The cause of her conceived inaladie. 

As one that w'ould confesse, yet fainc would it 
dcnic. 

• j^XII 

Clarin,’ (said she) ‘ thou seest yond Fayry 
Knight, 

Whom not my valour, but his owne brave mind 
Subjected hath to my uneqitall might. 

What right is it, that he should thraldome 
find 

For lending life to me, a Avrctch unkind. 

That for such goixl him i^ompence with ill ? 
Therefore I cast how 1 may him unbind. 

And by his ftecdumc get liis free goodwill ; 
Yet so, us bound to me he may continue still : 

XXXIII 

‘Bound unto me but not with such haid 
bands • 

Of strong compulsion and streight violence, 
As now in miserable state he stands 


Her nearest hundmayd, whom she inoJJ did ’ But with sweet love and sure benevolencj, 


trust, 

And to her said : ‘ Glarinda, w'hom of all 
T trust alive, sith I thee fostred first. 

Now is the time that 1 untimely must 
'Hiereof make tryall in my greatest need. 

It is so hupned that the heavens unjust, 
Spighting my happic freedome, have agreed 
To thrall my looser life, or my lost bale to 
breed.’ 

XXX 

With that she turn’d her head, as halfe 
abashed. 

To hide the blush which in her visage rose 


] Voide of iiialitious mind or foule offence : 

To which if thou canst -win him any way 
Without iiliscoverie of my thoughts pretence. 
Both goodly meede of him it purchase may. 
And eke with gratcfull service me right well 
apay. 

xxxiv 

‘ Which that thou mayst the better bring to 
pas, ' [bee, 

Loe ! here this ring, which shall thy w'aiTant 
And token true to old Kuracnias, 

From tiKie to time, when thou it best sh^U 

see. 
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That in and out thou mayst havp passai^c free. 
Goe now, Clarinda ; well thy wits advise, 

And all thy forces jrather unto thee. 

Armies of lovely lookcs, and speeches wise, 
With which thou canst even Jove himselfe to 
love entise.’ 

XXXV 

The trustie Mtiyd, conceiving her intent. 

Did with sure promise of her good endevour 
Give her great comfort and s«)nie liarts content. 
So, from h^r parting, slie thenceforth did 
labour 

Bv all the mcanea she might to curry favour 
■V\'itli th’ Elfin Knight, her Ladies best Im;- 
loved : 

With daily sljjpw of courteous kind behaviour. 
Even at the marke-wliite of his hart ahe/oved. 
And Avith Avide-glauncing words one day she 
thus him proved. 


xxxvi 

‘ Unhappie Knight ! upon whose hopelesse 
state 

Fortune, envying good, hath felly frowned, 
And cruell heavens liav^heapt an heavy f.ue ; 
I row that thus thy bettor dayes are dnlWned 
In sad despaire, and all thy senses sAvowned 
In stupid soroAA', sith thy juster merit 
Might else liaA’c Avitli folicitic bene croAvned: 
Lookc up at last, and Avake thy dulled spirit 
To thinke hoAv this long death thou mightest 
disinherit.’ 

^XWII 

Much did he marA’ell at her uncouth spoach. 
Whose hidden drift ho could not Avell pcrceiA’^e; 
And gan to doubt least she him sought t’ ap- 
pcach 

Of treason, or some guilofull traine did weave, 
I'lirough Avhichttlie might hisAvrelched life lie- 
rea\'c. [her: 

Both which to barre he with this ansAverc met 
‘Fairc Damzell, tliatAvith ruth (as 1 [lerceaA'e) 
Of my mishaps art mov’d to Avish me belter, 
For such A our kind regard 1 can but rest your 
dettcr. 

XXXAHII 


• XXXTX 

‘But what so stonie ininde,’ (she then re- 
lilyde) 

‘ But if in his oAvnc poAvre occasion lay. 

Would to his hope s. windoAA'e open wyde. 

And to his fortunes nelpc make readic way? ’ 

‘ UnAvorlhy sure’ (quoth he) ‘of bette^ day. 
That Avill not take the offer of ^od hope,* 
And eke pursew, if he attaine it may.’ 

Which s])eaches she applying to the* scope 
Of her intent, this further puriiose to him 
shope. 

XL 

* Then why doest not. thou ill adA'ized man. 
Make meanest to Avin thy libertie forlome, 
V^nd try if tluTu by fairc entreatic can [Avorne 
Move KadigundV avIio, (hough she still haA'e 
Her dayes ici AA’arre, yet (aa'ccI thou) Avas not 
borne 

Of Beares and Tygres, nor so salvage mynded 
As that, albe all loA’e of men she scome. 

She yet forgets tliat she of men was kynded: 
And .soot 1 1 oft secnc, that proudest harts base 
loA C^'iath blvnded.’ 

XLl 

‘ Certes, Clarinda, not of eancret! Avill,’ 

(Snyd he) ‘ nor obstinate disdaincfuli mind, 

1 haA’e forbore this duetie to fulfill ; 

For AA'ell I may this AV(‘cnc by that I fv’nd, 
That slie a (iu’eene. ami come of Pi inceiy kA’iid, 
Both Avortliie is for to b(‘ scAvd unto, 

(’liieh j V by him Avhosc life her laAV iloth by ml. 
Ami eke of poAvo her oAvne doome to undo, 
And ills’ of princelA'’ grace to be iiiclvn'd there- 
to. 

M-Tl 

‘ButAvaiitof meanes hath bene mine onelv 
let 

From seeiving faA'our Avhero it doth abouml; 
IVhicli if 1 might by your good office get, 

I to your selfe should’ rest for ever bound. 

And readie b) desetA’c Avhat grace I found.’ 
.She»‘eelmghim thus bite upon the bayt. 

Yet doubting least his hold Avas but unsound 
Ami not Avcll fastened, Avould not strike him 
Htr.ayt, 

But drcAV him on Avith hope fit leasure to away t. 


‘ Yet, wcet yc Avell, that to a courage great 
It is no lesse* beseeming Avell to bearc 
The s torme of fortunes fr<» wne or heavens throat. 
Then in the sunshine of her countenance cleare 
Timely to joy and carrie comely cheare : 

For though this cloud have now me overcast, 
Yet doe I not of better times de.speyre ; 

And though (unlike) they should for ever last. 
Vet ip my truthes assurance 1 rest fixed fast,' 


XI.III 

But, foolish Mayd ! Ailiyles hcedlcssc of the 
Iiooke 

She thus oft times Avas beating off and on. 
Through slipperie tooting fell into the hrooke, 
Anil there was caught to her confusion : 

For, seeking thus to sah’e the Amazon, 

She Avoiincled was Avitli her deccipts oAviie ilart, 
And gun thenceforth to cast affection, 
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Conceived close in her bep^uiled hart, ! I will a while with hi<« first folly bcaro, 

To Artegall, through pittieof his causelesse.Till thou have tridc againe, and tempted him 


smart. 


more neare. 

XLIX 

^ Say and do all that may thereto ])rovailc ; 
T^eavc nought unpromist that may him [ler- 


Yet durst she not disclose her fancies wound, 

Ne to himselfe, for doubt of being sdayned. 

Ne yet to any other wight on ground, } swadc, 

For feare her mistressc shold have knowledge Life, freedome, grace, and gifts of great availe, 
But to her selfe it secretly retayned [gayned ; With which the Gods themselves are mylder 


Within the closet of her covert brost, 

The more thereby her tender hart was payned ; 
Yet to awayt fit time she weened best, 

And fairely did dissemble her sad thoughts un- 
rest. 


One day her Ladie, calling her ap.srt, 

(ian to (iemaund of her some tydifigs good, 
Touching her loves succcsse, her lingrin< 
smart. 


made : 

Thereto adde art, even womens >[>itty trade, 
'flic art of mightie words that men con charmc; 
With which in case thou canst him not invade. 
Let him feele hardnesse of tliy heavie armc : 
Who will not stoujic with good shall be made 
slotiiKi with harme. , 


Some of his diet doe from him withdraw. 


Therewith shegan at first to change her inootij*;?' * ';™ I* 

Aa one afiaw'drand halfe confuaed «too<l ; i t"'® »■>'" «"■! " ■«> atreightor law, 

But quickly she it overpast, so soonc 
As she her facc had wypt to fresh her blood : 

Tho gall she tell her all that she liad donne, 


And all the wayes she sought his love for to 
have womie: 

XLVt 

But sayd that he was obstinate and steme, 
Scorning her oflers and conditions vainc; 

Ne would be taught with any termes to lerne 
So fond a lesson as to love againe : , 

Die rather would he in pomirious paine. 

And his abridged dayes in dolour wast, 

Then his foes love or liking entortaine. 

His resolution was, both first and last, 

His bodie was her thrall, his hart Avas freely 
plast. 

XLVT I 

Which Avhen the cruell Amazon perceiveil, 
She gan to stormc, and rage, and repd her gall, 
For very fell ilespight whicli she conceived, 

To be so scorned of a base-borne thrall, 

Who«<e life did lie in her least eye-liiis fain 
Of which she vow’d, with many a cursed threat, 
That she therefore would him ere long for&tall. 
Nathlesse, wheii enhned was her furious heat. 
She chang’d that threatfull mood, and mildly 
gan entreat: 

XL VIII 

* What now is left, Glarinda ? Avhat remaines. 
That Are may compasse this our enterprize ? 
Great shame to lose so long employed paines. 
And greater shame t’ abide so great misprizO; 
With which he dares onr offers thus despizc : 
Yet that his guilt the greater may appeare. 
And more my gi'atious m^rcie by this wize. 


That he Avith Avorke may be forAvearied : 

Let him lodge hard, and lie in straAven bod. 
That may pull downe the courage of his pride; 
And lay upon him, for his greater dn‘ad. 

Cold won chaines Avil^fwhich let him Ui tide; 
And fet Avhat ever he desires be him denide. 


* When thou hast all this docn, then bring me 
newes 

Of his demeanc : thenceforth not like a loA’er, 
But like a rebell stout, I Avill him use ; 

For I resolve this siege not to give OA^er, 

Till I the conquest of my Avill recover.’ 

So she departed full of griefe and sdaine. 
Which inly did to great impatience move her: 
But the false rnayden shortly turn’d againe 
Unto the prison, Aidiere her hart did thrall re- 
mainc. 0 

LTI 

There all her subtill nets she did unfold. 

And all the engins of her Avit display ; 

In Avhich slie meant him Avarelesse to enfold, 
And of his innocence to make her pray. 

So cunninrfy she Avrought her crafts assay. 
That both Tier Ladie, and her selfe withall. 
And eke the knight attonce she did betray; 
But most the knight, whom she Avith guilcfull 
coll 

Did cast for to allure into her trap to fall. 

LIII 

As a bad Nurse, which, fayning to recciA’e 
In her OAvne mouth the food ment for her chvldi 
Withholdcs it to her selfe, and doeth deceive 
The infant| so for Avaut of nourture spoyld ; 
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Even so Cinrinda lier owne Dame boffiiyld, 
And turn’d the trust which was in hcr'atFyde, 
To feeding of her private fire, which boyld 
Her inward brest, and in her entraylos fryde, 
The more that she it sought to cover and to 
liyde. 

I.IV 

For, comraing to this knight, she purpose 
fayned, 

How earnest suit slio carst for him had made 
Unto her Que!i.ne, Ids frcedoine to have gayned, 
But by no meanes could her thereto ])crHwade; 
But that instead thereof she stemely bade 
His miseric to be augmented more. 

And many yron bands on him to lade: 

All which natkle^&e she for his love forbore ; 
So praying him t’ accept her service evennore. 

L.V 

And, more then that, she promist that she 
would, 

Tn case she might dude favour in his eye. 
Devize how to enlargt; 1dm out of honld. 

The Fayrie, glad to gaine his libertic. 

Can yeeld great thankc^for such her cuij;esie ; 
And with faire words, lit for the time and 
place, 

To feede the humour of her maladic, 


I’romist, if she would free him from that case. 
He wold, by all good means he might, deserve 
such* grace. 

TA’I 

So daily he faire semblant did her shew, 

Yet never meant he in his noble mind) 

To his owne absent love to be iintrew: 

Ne ever did dcceiptfull Clarin find 
In her false hart his bondage to unbind, 

But rather how she mote him faster tye. 
Therefore unto her mistresse most unkind 
She daily t(dd her love he did defye; 

And hini she told her Dame his freedome did 
denye. 

1.V11 

Yet thus mijchfiriendship she to him did show, 
Tliat his scarse diet somewhat was amended, 
And his worke lessened, that his love mote 
i grow : 

jYet to her Dame him still she discommended, 

I That she with him mote be the more offended. 
Thus he Iwig while in thraldome there re- 
I mayned, 

Of both beloved well, but litlc frended, 

, Untill his owne true love his freedome gayned : 
Which in an other Canto will be best con- 
1 tayned. 


CANTO yf. 

Tains brings newes to Britomart 
Of Artegals mishap : 

She ROCS to seeke him. Dolo:i meetes, 

Who seekes her to entrap. 

I That no new loves impression ever could 

Some men, I wote, will deeme in Artegall Bereave it thence : such blot his honour 
Great weakness^, and report of him much ill, v blemish should. 

For veelding so hiraselfe a wretched thrall 
To til’ insolent coiiimaund of womens will ; 

That all his former praise doth fowly spill : Y6c his owne love, the noble Britomart, 

But he the man, that say or doe so IJare, Scarse so conceived in her jealous thought, 

Be well adviz’d that he stand stedfiv^t still ; What time sad tydings of iiis balcfull smart 
For never yet was wight so well aA^are, Jin womans bondage Talus to her brought ; 

But he, at first or last, was trapt in womens Brought in untimely hmirc, ere it was sought: 
snare. jFor, after that the utmost date assyiide 

If jFor his returnc she waited bad for nought, 

I'et m the streightnesse of that captive state She gan to cast in her misdoubtfull myiitle 
This gentle knight himselfe so well behaved, .A thousand feares, that love-sicke fancies faine 
That notwithstanding all the subtill bait I ^ fynde. 

With which those Amazons his love still! ^ 

craved, I Sometime she feared least some hard mishap 

To his owne love his loialtie he saved : |Had him misfalne in his adventurous quest ; 

Whose character in th’ Adamantine mould j Sometime least his false foe did him entrap 

Of h|B true lurt so firmely was engraved, Tn traytrous traine, or hgd unwares opprest ; 
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But most she did her troubled myud molest, 
And secretly afflict with jealous feare, 

Least some new love had him from her possest : 
Yet loth she was, since she no ill did hearc, 
To thinke of him so ill ; yet could she not for- 
beare. 

V 

One while she blam’d her sclfe; another 
whyle 

She him condemn’d as trustlesae and uiitrcw ; 
And then, her griefe with crrour to bcguyle. 
She fa 3 m’d to count the time againe anew. 

As if before she had not counted trew : 

For hourcs, but dayes ; for weekes that passed 
were, [more few ; 

She told but moneths, to mafte them seeme 
Yet when she recknedtbcm, still drawing neare. 
Each hour did seeme a moneth, and every 
moneth a yeare. 

VI 

But when as yet she saw him not returne, 
She thought to send some one to seeke him 
out; • 

But none she found so fft to serve that tume. 
As her ownc aelfe, to case her sclfe of dout. 
Now she deviz’d, amongst the warlike rout 
Of errant Knights, to seeke her errant Knight: 
And then againe resolv’d to hunt him out 
Amongst loose Ladies lapped in delight : 

And then both Knights envide, and Ladies 
eke didspight, ^ 

VII 

One day when as she long had sought for ease 
In every place, and every place thought best, 
Yet found noplace that could her liking please. 
She to a window came that opened West, 
Towards which coast her love his way addrest: 
There looking forth, shee in her heart did find 
Many vaine fancies working her unrest ; 

And sent her winged thoughts, more swift Then 
wind. 

To beare unto her love the message of her nind. 

VIII 

Tliere as she looked long, at last she spide 
One comming towards her with hasty 8)iccde. 
Well weend she then, ere him she plaine de- 
scride, 

That it was one sent from her love indeede ; 
Who when he nigh approcht, shee mote arede 
That it was Talus, Artegall his ^ome : 
Whereat her heart was fild with hope and 
drede, 

Ne would she stay till he in place could come, 
But ran to meete idm forth to know his tidings 
Bomme. 


IX 

Even in the dore him meeting, she begun : 

‘ And where is he thy Lord, and how far hence? 
Declare at once : and hath he lost or wun ? ’ 
The yron man. allie he wanted scncc 
And sorrowes feeling, yet, with conscienc*' 

Of his ill neweii, did inly chill and quake, 

And stood still mute, as one in groat suspoiicc ; 
As if that by his silence lie would make 
Her rather Veade his meaning then him sclfe 
it spake. • 

X 

Till she againe thus sayd *. ‘ Talus, be bold. 
And tell what ever it be, good or bad, [hold.' 
That from thy tongue thy hearts intent doth 
To whom ho thus at length : ‘ 'fhe tidings sad. 
That 1 would hide, will needs, T sec. be rad. 
My Lonl, your love, by hard mishap doth lie 
In wretched bondage, 'wofully bestad.’ 

*Ay me,’ (quoth she) ‘what wicked destinic! 
And is he vampiisht by his tyrant enemy V ’ 

XI 

‘ Not by that Tyrant, his intended foe, 

But by a Tyrannes8e^(hc then replidc) 

‘ ThA him captived^iath in haplesse woe.’ 
‘Cease, thou bad uewes-man! badly doest 
thou hide 

I Thy maisters shame, in harlots bondage tide: 
The rest my selfe too readily can spell.’ 

With that in rage she turn’d from him aside, 
Forcing in vainc the rest to her to tell ; 

And to her chamber went like solitary cell. 

XII 

There she began to make her moncfull plaint 
Against her Knight for being so untrew ; 

And him to touch with falshoods fowle attaint, 
That all his other honour overthrew. 

Oft dill she blame her selfe, a#d often rew, 

For yeelding to a straungers love so light. 
Whose life and manners straunge she never 
knew ; 

And evermore she did him sharpely twight 
For breach of faith to her, which he'had finnely 
plight. 

• XIII 

And then she in her wrath full will did cast 
How to revenge that blot of honour blent. 

To fight with him, and goodly die her last . 
And then againe she did her selfe torment, 
Inflicting on her sclfe his punishment, [threw 
A while she walkt, and chauft ; a wdiue she 
Tier selfe uppon her bed, and did lament : 

Yet did she not lament with loude alew. 

As women wont, but w'ith deepe sighes and 
singults few 

T2 
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XIV I Which had her Lord in hor bnao prison pent, 

Like as a waj’ward childe, whose sounder And so creat honour with so fowle reproch had 
aleepe blent. 

Is broken with some fcarefiill dreames aiTright, 

With froward will doth set him sclfc to weepc, So ns she thus melaneholicke did ride, 

Ne ean be stild for all his nurses might, I Chawing the cud of griefe and inward paine, 
But kicks, and squals, and shriekes for felliShe chnunst to meete, toward (he evciytidc. 

despight ; fusing,' A Knight that sollrly paced on the plauie. 

Now seratching her, and her loose locus niis-IAs if him selfe to solace he were fame : 

Now seeking darkenesse, and now seekinglight,' Well shot in ycarcs he seem'd, and rather bent 
Then cramig^sucke, and then the sucke rc-jTo peace then needlesse trouble to cunstraine. 


fusing:" [accusing. 

Such was this Ladies fit in her loves fond 


As M-ell by vieu' of that his vesiiment, 

As bv his modest semblant that no evill ment. 


XV 

But when she had with such unquiet fits | 
Her selfe there^close afflicted long in vaine. 
Yet found no casement in her troubled wtts. 
She unto Talus forth return’d againc. 

By change of place seeking to ease her paine; 
And gan enquire of him with mylder mood 
The certainc cause of Artegals (letaine, 

And what he did, and in what state he stood, 
And whether he did w'oo, or whether he were 
woo’d ? 

X^V'^ , 

‘ Ah wellaway ! ’ (sayd then the yron man) 

* That he is not the while in statc'to woo ; 

But lies in wretched tliraldome, woake and wan. 
Not b}' strong hand com|)clled thereunto. 

But his owne doomc, that none can now undoo.’ 
‘ Sayd I not then ’ (quoth slice), ‘ crwhilc a- 
right. 

That this is things compactc betwixt you two. 
Me to deceive of faith unto me plight, 

Since that he was not forst, nor overcome in 
fight?’ 

XVII 

With that he gan at large to her dilate 
The whole discqjirse of his captivance sad. 

In sort os ye have heard the same of late : 

All which when she with hard enduraunce had 
Heanl to the end, she was right sore bestad. 
With sodaine stounds of wrath and griefe 
attone ; 

Ne would abide, till she had aunswere made, 
But streight her selfe did dight, and armor don. 
And mounting to her steede bad Talus guide 
her on. 

XVIII 

So forth she rode uppon her ready way. 

To sceke her Knight, as Talus her did guide. 
Sadly she rwlo, and never word did say 
Nor good nor bad, ne ever lookt aside, [hide 
But still right dowiie ; and in hor thought did 
The felnesse of her heart, right fully bent 
To fierce avengement of that womans pride. 


XX 

lie camming ncaro ^an gently her salute 
With ciirtcous words, in the most comely wize; 
Who though (desirous rather to rest mute. 
Then termes to entertaine of common guize. 
Yet rather then she kindnessc would despize. 
She would her sclfc displease . so him reijuite. 
Then gan the other further to devize 
Of things abrode. as next to hand did light, 
And many *1 lungs demaund, to which she 
answer’d light. 


I XXI 

j For little lust had she to talke of ought, 

,Or ought to hcarc that mote dclightfull bee: 

' Her minde was whole possessed of one, thought. 
iThat gave none other place. Which when as 
i *bee 

I By outward signes (as well he might) did see, 
ilTc list no longer to use lothfull spcach, 

I But her besought to take it well in grec, 

Sith shady dampe had dimd the heavens reach, 
To lodge with him that night, uules good 
cause empeach. 


XXII 

The Championessc, now seeing night at dore, 
Was glad to yeeld unto his good request. 

And with him went without gaiiic-saying 
more. 

Not farre away, but little wide by West, 

His dwelling was. to which he him addrest : 
Where soonc arriving they received were 
In seemely wise, as them 'beseemed best; 

For ho, their host, them goodly well did cheare, 
And talk’t of pleasant things the night away 
to weare. 

xxiii 

Thus passing th’ evening well, till time of 
rest. 

Then Britomart unto a bowre was brought. 
Where groomes away ted her to have iindrest; 
But she lie would undressed be for ought, 
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Ne doffc her armes, though he her much be- 
sought : 

For she had vow'd, she sayd, i.ot to forgo 
Those warlike wcedes, till she revenge had 
wrought 

or a late wrong iippoti a nioiiall foe , 

Which she would sure performe, betide her 
wele or wo. 

XXIV 

Which when their Host perceiv’d, right dis- 
content 

In iiiinde he grew, for fearc least by that art 
He should his purpose misse, which close he 
ment . 

Ye( taking leave of her he did^lcpart. 

Theic all that night remained Uritomart, 
Kestlesse, recomibrtlesse, with heart deepe 
grieved, • f start 

Nor suflcring the least twinckling sleepe to 
Into her c^’e, which th’ heart mote have re- 
lieved , [ reprieved . 

Out if the least appear’d, her eyes she streiglit 


Into a lower roome, and by and by 
The loft was raysd agaiiic, that no man could 
it spie, 

xxviii 

Witli sight whereof she "was dismayd right 
sore, 

Perceiving well the treason which was iiieiit ; 
Vet stirred nut at all fur doubt of more, 

But kept her place with courage conlidi-nt, 
Wayting what would ensue of that event. 

It was not long before she hearth the sound 
Of armed men comming with close intent 
Toivards her chamber, at which drcadfull 
stound [ about her bound. 

She ipiickly caught her sword, and shield 

XXIX * 

Witli that there came unto her chamber dort 
Two Knights all aimed ready for to fight; 
And after them full many othci more, 

A ra^kull rout, with weapons rudely dight* 
Whom soonc as Talus spide by glims of 
night, 

He started up, there where on gionnd he lay. 
And in his hand his thresher ready height, ‘ 
Thejitaecing that lethSiveat him s'treightway, 
And loiind about him prcacc in riotous aray. 


* Ye guiltv eyes,’ (sayd she) * the which with 
guyle 

My heart at tirst betrayd, will ye betray 

My life now too, for which a little whvie 1 xxx 

Yc will not w»l«U? false watclira, Wllaway!| ^ j 

Wote wben ycUd watch both night and day i gan t„ flic 

Unto your Imue, and now neede will ye| Both armed Kriiahts and cko uffarni«l ro, 
sleepe? • 

Now yc have mode my heart to wake alway. 

Now will ye sleepe ? ah ! wake, and rather 
weeiic [yee ivaking keepe.’ 

To thinke of your nights want, that should 


XXVI 

Thus did she watch, aiul wearc the weary 
night ^ 

Jr waylfull plaints that none was to appease 
Now walking soft, now sitting still upright, 
As sundry chauiigc her seemed best to ciise. 
Ne lesso did Talus suffer sleepe to seaze 
Ills eye-lids sad, but watcht continually, 
Lying without her dorc in great disease ; 

Like to a Spanicll wayting carefully 
JL<eastany should betray his Lady treacherously. 


What time the native Belman of the night, 
The bird that warned Peter of his fall, 

First rings his silver Bell t’ each sleepy wight, 
That should their mindes up to devotion call. 
She heard a wondrous noise below the hall : 
All sodainely the bed, where she sliould lie, 
By a false trap was let adowne to fall 


Both armed Knights and eke unarmed rout ; 
Yet Talus after them apace did plie, 

Where ever in the darke bo could them spie, 
That here and there like scattred sheepe they 
lay; 

Then, backc returning where his Dame did lie, 
He to her told the story of that fray, 

Andall that treason tlicVc intended lUd bewray. 


Wherewith though wondrous wTotli, and inly 
burning 

To be avenged for so fowle a ilcedc, 

Yet being forst to abide the daies returning, 
She there remain’d ; but with right Avary heede, 
Least any more such practise should proccede. 
Now uiole^'e know (that which to Britomart 
Uuknowen was) whence all this did pruceede; 
And fur what cause so great mischievous smart 
Was uient to her that never evill mciit in 
hart. 

XXXII 

The goodman of this house was Dolon hight; 
A man of subtill wit and wicked mindc. 

That whilome in his youth had bene a Knight, 
And armes had borne, but little good could 
iiude, 
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And miicli lessc honour by tliat warlike kinde 
or life: for he was nothing valorous, 

Butwitli slie shiftes and wiles did iiiiderminde 
All noble Knights, which were adventurous, 
And many brought to shame by treason trea- 
cherous. 

XXXlll 

He had three sonnes, all three like fathem 


Who as she nigh unto them drew, the one 
These vile reproches gan unto her speake • 
Like trwcher’ous, like full of fraud and guile, recreant false traytor, that with lone 

t\c ^\\ • lC)f firmoR nuAt' knifrlit-hfinn afnlnp. vAf Kinfr 


Streight was the passage, like a ploughed 
ridge, [the lidge. 

That, if two met, the one mote ncedes fall over 

xxxvn 

There they did thinke them selves on her to 
wreake : , 


Of all that oiVthis earthly compas^c wonnes 
TJie eldest of the which ivas slaine crewhile 
By Artegall, tlirough his ownc guiltj* wile : 
His name w^as Ouizor; whose untimelj' fate 
h'or to avenge, full many treasons ^^lc 
His father Do)on had deviz’d of late 
'll'iih these his wicked sons, and shcw4 his 
cankred hate. 

XXXIV 

For sure he weend that this his present guest 
Was Artegall, bv many tokens iilainc ; 

But chieflv by tiiat yron page he ghest. 
Which still was woiit w ith Artegall reinainc ; 


Of armes hast knighthood stolne, yet Knight 
art none. 

No more shall now the darkenessc of the night 
Defend thee from the vengeance of thy foiic ; 
But w'ith thy bloud thou slialt appea;.c the 
spright' f slight.’ 

Of Guizot by thee slaine, and murdred by thy 
« 

XXXVIII 

Strange were the -wonls in Britomartis eare, 
Yet stayd slie not for them, but forward fared, 
Till to the perilluus Bridge she came ; and there 
Talus desir’d that he might liavc prepared 
The way tohicr, and tliuse two loscls scared ; 


^d therefore ment him surely to have slaine ; But she thereat was wroth, that for desnight 
But by Gods grace. aiifC.’-er good hecdiiysse, .The glaunciiig sparkles through her bever 
She was preserved Iroiu their traytrous trainc. ; glared 

Thus she all night wore out in watchfulnesse, And from hei eies did flash out fiery light, 

^e suffred slothfull sleei»e Iicr ejelids to oi»-, Likes coles that through a silver Censer siar- 
Presse. j kie bright. 


XXXV 


XXXIX 


The morrow next, so sooiic ns dawning hourej She ftayd not to advise which wav to take, 
IMscovered had the light to living eye, i But putting spurres unto her fiery beast, 


She foith yssew'd out of her loathed bowre, 
With full intent t’ avenge that villaiiy 
On that vildc man and all his family ; 

And, cominiiig down to seeke them where 
they wond, 

Nor sire, nor sonnes, nor any could she spie : 
Each rowme st^ sought, but them all empty 
fond. [ nether kond. 

They all were fled for fearc; but w’hether, 

XXXVI 

She saw it vainc to make there longer stav, 
Buttookehcr steede; and thereon mount ing 
light * 

fian her addressc unto her former way. 

She had not rid the mountenance of a flight, 
But that she saw there present in her sight 
Those two false brethren on that pemlous 
Bridge, 

On which Polletttc w'ith Artegall did fight, j 


Thorough the midst of them she wav did make. 
The one of them, which most her wrath in- 
creast, 

Upnon her speare she bore before her breast. 
Till to the Bridges further end she past ; 
Where falling dowiie his challenge he releast : 
The otlier over side the Bridge she cast 
Inte the river, where he drunkc his deadly last. 

XL 

Awwhen the flashing LeWn haps to light 
Uppon two Btubbome oakes, w'hich stand so 
neare 

'Fhat way betwixt them none appeares in sight ; 
The En^n, fiercely flying forth, doth teare 
Th’ one from the earth, and through the aiie 
doth beare ; 

The other it with force doth overthrow 
Uppon one side, and from his rootes doth reare .* 
^ did the Champion^se those two there strow, 
And to their sire their carcasses left to bestow. 
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CANTO VII, 

Briiomart comes to Isis Clmrch, 
Where shoe strange visions sees : 
&>hc flghta with Bodigund, her slaics, 
And Artegall thence frees. 


Nought is on earth more sacred or divine, 
That <tO(1s and men doe equally adore, 

Then tlii.« same vertuc tliat du(h right define : 
For th' h evens themselves, whence mortal men 
implore 

Night ill their wrongs, arc rul’S by righteous 
lore 

Of highest Jove, wlio doth true justice dealc 
To his inicriour Cods, and evermore 
Therewith coiitaines his heavenly Common- 
wcale : • [revcale, 

The skill whereof to Princes hearts lie doth 


i Like as Osyris signifies the Sunne: 

iFor that they both like race m equall justice 


The Championessc them greeting, as she could, 
Wait thence by them into the Temple led ; 
Whose goodly biiilduig when she did behould, 
Horne nppon stately pillours, all dispred 
With shining gold, and arched over hod, 

She woiidrcd at the workemans passing skill. 

I Whose like before she never saw iior red ; 

I And thcrciippon lung while .stood gazing still, 
! Hut thought that she thereon could never gaze 
her till. 


Well therefoie did the antique world invent 
That Justice was a God of .soverainc grace. 
And altars unto him and temples lent. 

And heavenly honours in the highest place ; 
Calling him great Osyris, of the race 
Of til’ old Atlgyjitian Kings tliat whyloifle were, 
AVith fayned colours shading a true case ; 

For that Osyris, whilost he lived here, 

The justest man alive and truest did appcarc. 


Thence forth unto the Idoll they her brought ; 
The 'which w'as framed all of sil\ er fine, 
Sowell as could with cunning hand be wrought, 
; And clothed all in garments made of line, 
Ilcmd all about ^>ith fringe of silver twine: 
rp])on her head she wore a t!rowne of gold ; 
i To shew that she had powre in things divine : 
And at her feeto a Crocodile was told. 

That with her wreathed taile her middle did 
enfold. 


His w'ife was Isis; whom they likewise raadcj 
A Goddesse of great powre and soveraiiity, i 
And in her person cunningly' did shade • 

That part or Justice which is F.quity, 

Whereof I have to ireat here presently ; 

Unto whose temple when as llritomart ^ 
Arrived, slice with great humility 
Did enter in, 11c would that night depart ; 

But Talus mole not be admitted to her iiart. 


One foote was set uppon the Crocodile, 

And on the ground the other fast did stand ; 
So meaning to suppressc bofSi forged guile 
And open force : and in her other hand 
She stretched forth a long white sclender wand. 
Such was the Goddesse ; whom when Hrito- 
mart 

Had long beheld, her selfc uppon the land 
She did grostrate, and with right humble hart 
Unto her selfe her silent prayers did impart. 


There she received was in goodly wize 
Of many Priests, which duely did attend 
Uppon the rites and daily sacrifizc, 

All clad in linnen robes with silver hemd ; 
And on their heads, with long locks comely 
kemd. 

They wore rich Mitres shaped like the Moone, 
To wew that Isis doth the Moone portend ; 


To which the Tdull, as it were inclining, 

Her wand did move with amiable looke, 

By outward shew her inward sence desining : 
Who well perceiving how her wand sheshooke, 
It as a token of good fortune tooke. 

By this the day with dampe was overcast, 
And joyous light the house of Jove forsooke ; 
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Which v'hcii'Bhc saw her helmet she unlaste, 
And by the altars side her selfc to slumber 
plaste. 

IX 

For other beds the Priests there used none, 
But on their motlier Earths deorc lap did lie, 
And bake (heir sides iippon the cold hard stone, 
T’ enure them selves to sufferauuce thereby, 
And proud rebellious flesh to mortify : 

For by the vow of their religion, 

They tied were to stedfast chastity 
And continence of life, that, all forgon, 

They mote the better tend to tlicir devotion. 

X 

Therefore they mole not taste of fleshly food, 
Ke feed on ought the which doth bloiid con- 
taine, * 

Kedrinkeof wine ; for wine, they say, is blood, 
Even the blond of Gyants, which weie slaiue 
By thundring Jove in the Plilegrean plaine: 
For which the earth (as they the story tell) 
Wroth with the Gods, which to peqictuall paine 
Had damn’d her sonncb which gainst them didi 
rebell, 

With inward griefe and A:iicc did against^hem 
swell . 

XI 

And of their vitall bloud. the which was shed 
Into her pregnant bosonie, forth she brought 
The fruitfull vine ; whose licjuor blouddy red, 
Having the mindcs of men ivith fury fraught, 
Mote in them stirre uji old rebellious thought 
To make new warre against the Gods agaiiie. 
Such is the powrc ol that same fruit, that 
nought 

The fell contagion may thereof restraine, 

Ne within reasons rule her madding mood 
coutaine. 

• XI 1 

There did the warlike Maide her selfe repose, 
Under the wings of Isis all that night ; 

And w ith swectc rest lier heavy eyes did close, 
After that long daies toile and weary plight : 
Where whilest her earthly parts with soft 
delight 

Of sencelesse sleepe did deeply drowned lie. 
There did appearc unto h^r heavenly spright 
A wondrous vision, which did close implie 
The course of all her fortune and postcritic. 

XIII 


Her linnen stole to robe of scarlet red. 

And Moonc-like Mitre to a Crownc of gold; 
That even she her sclle much wondered 
At such a channge, and joyed to behold 
Her selfe adorn'd with ’gems and jewels 
manifold. 

XIV 

And, in the midst of her felicity. 

An hideous tempest seemed from below- 
To rise throngli all the Temple sodaiucly. 
That from the Altar all about did blow ' 

The holy flic, and all the ember:) strow 
Uppon the ground ; which, kindled privily, 
Into outragioiis flames uiiwarcs did grow/ 
That all the Temple put in jeopaidy 
Of flaming, and her selfe in great jicrplexity, 

XV 

With that tfie Crocodile, which sleeping lay 
Under the Idols Icete in fcareles&e bowre, 
beem'd to awake in horrible dismay. 

As being troubled with that storim stowre ; 
And gaping greedy Mide did streight devoure 
Both flames and tcmjjest : with which gioweii 
great, [jiowre, 

And swolne with pride of his ownc pcerelesse 
He gan to threaten her likewise to cat. 

But that the Goddessc with her rod him 
backe did beat. 

[ XVI 

Tho turning all his pride to humblesse 
Iheekc, 

Him selfe bclore her feete he louly threw. 

And gan for grace and love of her to seeke ; 
Wh'cli she accepting, he so iieare her drew 
That of his game she soonc enwonibed grew, 
And forth did bring a Lion of great might. 
That shortly did .ill othci beasts subdew. 

With that she M’akcd lull of fcarefull fright. 
And doubtfully dismayd through that so un- 
couth sight. 

A VII 

So ftiercupfMin long while she musing lay, 
With thousand thoughts feeding her lantasic, 
Untill she spide the lam|K' of lightmime day 
Up-lifted in the porch of hea\ eii hie : 

Then up she rose frauglit with melancholy. 
And forth into the lower parts did pas. 
Whereas the Pricsfes she found full busily 
About their holy things for morrow Mas ; 
Wliom she saluting faire, faire resalutcd w’as : 


» 


Her seem’d, as she was doing sacriflze 
To Isis, deckt with Mitre on her bed 
And-lmnen stole after thase Priestes guize, 
All sodainely she saw traiisflgured 


xviii 

But by the change of her uncheurefull looke. 
They might iierceive she was not well ic 
plight, 
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Or that some pensivcnesse to heart she tooke: 
Therefore thus one of them, who seem’d in 
sight 

To be the greatest and the gravest wight, 

To her bespake : * Sir Knight, it seemes to me 
That, tliorough evill rest of this last night, 
Or ill apayd or much disma}’d ye be ; [see. 
That by your chauge of cheare is easie for to 


XIX 


sitli ye so well have 


‘ Cortes,’ (sayd she) 
spide 

The troublous i)a<>siuti of my pensive mind, 

1 will not seeke the banie from you to hide; 
But will iny cares unfolde, in hope to tind 
Your aide to guide me out of etruur blind.’ 

‘ Say on ' (quoth he) ‘ the scciet of your hart 
Forj by the holy vow which me doth bind, 

1 am adjur’d best counscll to im(9liirt 
'I'o all that shall require my comfort in their 
smart.’ 

XX 

Then gan she to declare the whole discourse 
Of all that vision which to her appeard. 

As well as to her uiiiidc it had recourse. 

All which when he uuto the cud had heard. 
Like to a wcake faint-hearted man he fared 


XXIII 

^ That Knight shall all the troublous stonnes 
asswage 

And raging flames, that many foes shall reare 
To hinder thee from the just heritage [ deare : 
Of thy sires Crowne, and from thy couiitrcy 
Then shalt thou take him to thy loved fere, 
And joync in equall portion of thy realme ; 
And afterwards a sonne to him shalt bcarc. 
That Lion-like shall shew his powrc extreame. 
So blesse thee God, and give thee Joyance of 
thy dreame ! ’ ^ 

XXIV 

All which when she unto the end had heard, 
She much was eased in her troublous thought, 
And on those Priests bestowed rich reward ; 
And royall gifts of gold and siltcr wrought 
She ffcr a present to their Goddesse brought. 
I'heii taking leave ol them, she forward w'cnt 
To secke her love, where he was to be sought ; 
No rested till she came without relent 
Unto the land of Amazons, as she was bent. 


Whereof when 
brought. 


XXV 

newes 


to Badiguud was 


Through great astouishmciit of that strange amaze, as women wonted bee, 

, She was contused lu her troublous thought ; 

And, with long locks up-standing, stifly starcnl f jovous glee, 

• Ah glad to hcare ol armes the which now she 

So, 

XXI 

‘ Magnitickc Virgin, that in queint disguise 
Of British armes doest maske thy royall blood,! 

So to pursue a pcrillous emprize, | 

How couldst thou w'eeue, through that dis- 



guized hood. 

To hide thy state from being understood ' , , ^ 

Can fronrUi’ immortall Gods ought hidden Whiles Talus -watched at the^lore all night 

1 M . 411 i.i. Ill • ^ .,^1 1^ ^ ^ • *7* • 


But when they of that yron man had told. 
Which late her folke had slainc, she bad them 
forth to hold. 

XXVI 

So there -without the gate, (as seemed best) 
j She caused her Pavilion be pight 
;In -which stout Britomart her sclfe did rest, 


liee? 

They doe thy linage, and thy Ijordly brood 
They iloe thy sire lamenting sore for then 
They doc thy love forlornc in womens thral- 
domc see. 

xxii 

' The end whereof, and all the long event, 
They do to thee in this same dreame discover : 
For that same Crocodile doth represent 
I'hc righteous Knight that is thy faithfull 
Like to Osyris in all just ondever : [ lover. 

For that same Crocodile Osyris is. 

That under Isis fcetc doth slcepe for ever ; 

I'o shew that clemence oft, in things amis. 
Kestraines those steme behests and cruell 
doomes ot his. 


I All night likewise thej’ of the towne in flight 
'Uppon their W’all good >\utch and >vard did 
kcepe. 

The morrow next, so sooiie as dawning light 
Bad doc away the dampc of drouzic slecpc, 
llie warlike Amazon out of her bowrc did 
pcipc. 

XXVII 

And caused streight a Trumpet loud to shrill 
To Avarne her foe to battell soone be prest ; 
Who, long before awoke, (for she ful ill 
Could slecpc all night, that in unquiet brest 
Did closely harbour such a jealous guest) 

Was to the battell whilome ready (light. 
Eftsoones that warriouresse with haughty 
crest 
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Did forth issue all ready for the fight: 

Ou th’ other side her foe appeared soone in 
sight. 

XXVIII 

But ere they reared hand the Amazoiic 
Began tlic streiglit conditions to propound, 
With A\]iich she used still to tyc her lone, 

To scr^-e her so ns she the rest had bound : 
Which A\heu the other heard, she sternly 
frownd 

Tor high dibdaine of such indignity, 

And ivonldcno Iciiger treat, but bad them 
sound ; 

For her no other tenues should ever tie 
Then what prescribed Avere by laAvcs of che- 
A'alrie. 

, XXIX 

The Trumpets sound, and they togethar run 
With grecd> rage, and Avith their faulchins 
sinot; 

No cilher sought the others strokes to slum. 
But through great furj’ both their skill forgot, 
And praedeke use in arnies; nc spaied not 
Their dainty parts, AA'hieh nature had created 
So iaire and tender Aiithout staine or spot 
For other uses then thia’ them translated; 
Which they noAV hacked heud as if sifth use 
they hated. 

XXX 

As Avheri a Tygrc and a Lioiiesse 
Are met at s[joyling of some hungry pray, 

Both challenge’ it Avitli cquall gr< edinussc : 

But first the Tygiv olawe.'i thereon did lay. 
And therefore, loth to loose her right away, 
Doth in defence thereof full stoutly stond ; 

To Av hich the Lion strongly doth painesay, | 
That she to hunt the Ixiast first tooke in bond: 
And therefore ought it haA'c where ever she it 
fond. 

XXX I 

Full fiercely lat de the Amazon alioul, 

And dealt her biouus unmercifully sore ; 
W’hich Britomart Avith-tood Avith courage stout, 
And them repaide againc Avith double Uiure. 

So long they fought, that all the grussie (lore 
W'as tild Avith bloud Avhich from their sulC'> did 

llOAV, 

And gushed through their annes, that all in gore 
They trode, and on the ground their lives did 
BtroAV, [should groAv 

Like fruitlca seede, of Avhich untimely death 

xxxii 

At last proud Kadiguiid, Avith fell despight, 
Having by chauiice espide advantage neure, 
Let driA'c at her ivith ml her dreadfull might, 
And thus upbtayding said : < Thit. token bearej 
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Unto the man whom thou docst loA'e sodeare; 
And tell him for his sake thy life thou gavest.’ 
Which spitefull wonls she, sore engriev’d to 
hcare, [pravest, 

Thus ansAver’d : ‘ LcAvdly thou my love de- 
Who diortly must repent that now so vaincly 
bravest.’ ^ 

XXXIII 

Nath’lessc that stroke, so cniell passage found. 
That glauncing on her shouldcr-jilate it bit 
Unto the hone, and made a griesly wound, 
That she her shield, through raging smart of it, 
Could sc.nrse uphold : yet soone slic it requit ; 
For, IwA’ing force increast through furious 
piiine, 

She her so nlflely on the helmet smit 
That it empierce’d to the very brainc, 

And her pr^id person low prostrated on the 
plain c. 

XXMV 

Where 1>eing luyd, the wrothfull Britoiicsse 
St,*iyd not till she came to her selfc againc, 

But in ie\Q|igu both of her loves distressc 
Ami her late vile leproch lliough vaunted A'aiiic, 
And aKo of her Aiound Avhieh sore did pninc. 
She A\ ith one stroke both head and helmet cleft. 
Which dreadfull sight when all her Avurlike 
traine 

There present saAV, each one of sence lM*reft 
Fled fast into the toArne, aud her sole victor 
lefU 

XXXV 

But yet so fast they could not home relratc, 
But tiiat swift Talus did the formost A\in ; 
Aud, j)resmiig through the ])rcacc unto the 
! patPr 

Pclmell Avitli them attonce did enter in. ’ 
There then a ])iieous slaughter did begin ; 

For all that e\’er came within his reach 
llesvitli his yron tlalc did thresh so thin, 
'fhat he no ai orke at all left for the leach : 
Like to an hideous storme, which iiuthiug may 
• eiiqieach. 


XXXVI 

And now by this the noble Comjucressc 
Her selfe came in, her glorv to fiartake ; 
Where, though rcveiigefull a ow she did pro- 
fesse, I make 

Vet Avhen she saAV the licapcs which ho did 
Of slaughtred carkasses. her heart did quake 
For very ruth, Avhieh did it almost rive, 

That she his fury willed him to slake: 

For else he sure had left nut one alive, 

But all, in his revenge, of spirite would de- 
pri\'e. 
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Tho, when she had his execution stayd, 

She for that yron prison did enquire, 

In -which her wretched love was captive layd : 

Which breaking open with indignant ire, 

She entred into all the partes entire : 

Where when she saw that lothly uncouth 
sight 

Of men disguiz'd in womanishe attire, 
tier heart gan grudge fur very deepe despight 
Of so uiiiii^ly maske in misery misdi^ht. 

XXWIII 

At last when as to her owne Love she came. 

Whom like disguize 110 lease deformed liad, 

At sight thereof abasht with Slscrete shame 
She turiid her head aside, as nothing glad 
To have beheld a spectacle so b^ : 

And then too well believ’d that which tofore 
Jcaloiia suspect as true untruely drad • 

AVhich vainc cunceipt now nourishing no more. 

She sought with ruth to salve hu sad misfor- 
tunes sore. 

XXXIX • 

Not so great wonder and astonishment 
Did the imist ebast Penelope posses^c 
To see her Loid, that was reported drciit 
And dead long since in dolorous distressc. 

Gome home to her in piteous wn'tchediiessc. 

After long travell of full tnonty yeares. 

That she knew not his favours likelynessc. 

For many scarres and many hoary hcarcs, 

But stood long staring on him mongst iincer- 
taine fearcs. 

XL 

‘Ah, mv deare Lord! what sight is this? _ 

quoth she, i Seeing his honor, which she tendred chiefe, 

‘WhatMay-gaineliaihmisfortunemadeofyoii?. Consisted much in that adventures priel’c: 
Where is that drcadfull manlv looke ? where be The care a\ hereof, and hope of his successe, 
Those mightv palmes, the vhich ve wont t’.Gave unto her great comfort and rcliefe; 


Which had bene reft from many anoblc Knight, 
Whom that proud Amazon subdewed had, 
Whilest Fortune favourd her successe in 
fight: 

In which when as she him anew had clad. 

She was reviv’d, and joyd much in his sem- 
blance glad. 

Xl-It 

So there a while they aftenvards remained, 
Him to refresh, and her late wounds to heale : 
During which space she thci;| as 1 ‘rincess 
rained. 

And changing all that forme of common-wealc 
The liberty of women ilid repealc, f loring 
Which they had long usurpt ; and, them rcs- 
To mcim subjection, did true .l^stice dealc, 
That all they, as a (loddesse her adoring, 
IlerVisedome did admire, and hearkned to 
her loring. 

XLIII 

For all those Knights, which long in captive 
shade [free. 

Had shrowded lienc, she did from thraldomc 
And magistrates of all that city made. 

And gave to them gy^at living and large fee: 
Antf that they shomd for ever laithfiill bee, 
Made them suearc fealty to Artcgall ; 

Who 'll hen him selfc now well reciird did see, 
He purposd to proceed, what so befall, 

Uppon his lirst adi euture which him forth did 
call. 

XLIV 

Full sad and sorroivfull ivas Britomart 
For lll^ departure, her new cause of griefe; 

I Yet wisely model ated her owne smart. 


ombrew 

I n bloud of Kings, and great hoastes to subdew ? 
Could ought on earth so wondrous chaii^a* have 

WTOUght, • 

As to have robde you of that manly hew ? 


That womani.sh complaints •he did repressc, 
And tempred for the time her pi csent heavi- 


Thcrc she continu’d for a certaine space, 


Could so great courage stouped have to ought ? Till through his want her woe did more 


Then, farewell tleshly force ! I see thy pride 
nought.’ * 

XLI 

Thenceforth she streight into a bowre him 
brought, 

And causd him those uncomely weedes undight ; 

And in Uieir steede tor other rayment sought, 

Whereof there was great store, and armors 
bright, 


lycroase : 

Then hoping that tho change of aire and place 
Would change her painc, and sori'ow' some- 
what ease, 

She parted thence her anguish to appease. 
Mcauc-while her noble Lonl, sir Artegall, 
Went on his way ; ne ever howre did cease 
Till he redeemed had that Lady thrall : 

That for another Canto will more fitly fall. 
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CANTO VI 11. 

» 

Prince Arthurc and Sir Artcgall 
Free Samient from fearc : 

They Blay the Soudan, drive his wife 
Adicia to despaire. 


Nought under heaven so strongly doth Soonc after these he saw another Knight, 
allure ' That after those two fonuor rode apace 

The sence of man, and all his mindc posscsse, With speare in rest, and prickt with all his 

As beauties lovely baite, that doth procure might i" 

(ircat wai'riours oft their rigour to represse, So ran they all, as they had bone at bace, 

And mighty handa forget their manlincsse; They being phased that did others chase. 

Drawnc with tlie powrc of an heart-robbing At length he saw tlie Inndniost overtake 
And wrapt in fetters of a golden tresse, [eye, ' One of those two, and foicc him tunic his face ; 
That can with melting plea^aunee raollifye j However loth he were his way to slake. 

Their hardned hearts, enur'd to bloudf and * Yet mote he algates now abide, and answ'crc 
cruelty. make. 

II *■ \ 1 

So w'hylorac leanid that mighty .Jewish But th’ other still pursu'd the fearelull Mayd; 

swaine, ^ f n),ight, | Who still from him as fast away did the, 

Each of whoso lockcs aid match a man in ! Xe once for ought her speedy passage stayd, 
To lay his spoiles before his lemans traiiic : 1 Till that at length she did before her sfiie 
So also did that great Octean Kmght Sir Artcgall : to w'hom she straight did hie 

For his loves .sake his Lions skin undight ; ; With gladfiill hast, in hope of him to get 

And so did warlike Antony neglect ! Succour against her greedy enimy : 

The worlds whole rule for’Clcopatras sight. ! Who ^*eing lier approch gau lorw\‘ird set 
Snell wondrous powre hath weniens lairc a-^pect To save her from her feare, and him from force 
To captive men, and make them all the w'orld ; to let. 

rcjecu i vii 

1 Blit he, like hound full greedy of his pray, 
Yet could it notsterne Artegall rctaino, j Being impatient of impediment, 

Nor hold from suite of hi*, avowed quest, '.Centinu’d still his course, and by the way 

Which he had undertane to (Borianc ; j Thought W'lth Ins spenre him (plight have 

But left his love, albc her ntrong lequest, | So both together, ylike felly bent, j overwent. 
Faire Britomart ki languor and unrest, I Like»ficrcely met. ’ But Artcgall was stronger, 

And rode him selfe nppon his tirsl intent, ! And better skild in Tilt and Turnament, 

Ne day nor night did ever idly rest; I And bore him quite out of his saddle, longer 

Ne wight but onely Talus with him went, Theif two spearcs length ; So mischiefe o\er- 

The true guide of his way and vert nous go- matcht the wronger, 

vernment. 

IV VllI 

So travelling, he chaunst far off to heed And in his fall misfortune him mistooke ; 

A Damzcll, flying on a palfrey fast For on his head unhappily he pight, [broke, 

Before two Knights that after her did speed jThat his ownc weight * his neckc asunder 
With all their powre, and her full fiercely ' And Ictl there dead. Meane-while the other 
In hope to have her overhent at last : | chast \ Knight 

Yet tied she fast, and both them farre outwent, ' Defeated had the other fay tour quight. 

Carried wdth wings of feare, like fowle aghast, ' And all his bowels in liis bodv brast : 

With locks all loose, and rayment all to-rent ; Wliom leaving there m that dispiteous plight, 
And ever as she rode her eye was backeward lie ran still on, thinking to follow fast 

bent. I His other fellow Pagan which before him past. 
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Instead of whom finding there ready prest 
Sir Artegnll, without ihscrction 
He at him ran with ready spcare in rest ; 
Who, seeing him come still so fiercely on, 
Against him mode againe. So both anon 
Together met, and strongly either sirooke 
And broke their spearcs'; yet neither has 
furgon 

His horses hockey yet to and fro long shooke 
And tottred, like two towres which through 
a tempest quooke. 


But, when againe they had recovered sence. 
They drew their swurils, in iflind to make 
amends [ pretence : 

For what their speares had fa^ld of their 
Which when the Dainzell, who those deadly 
cuds [frends 

Of both her foes had scene, and now her 
For her beginning a more fearefull fray. 

She to them runnes in hast, and her haire 
rends, • 

Crying to them their cruell hands to stay, 
Untill they both doc hcare what she to them 
will say. 

XI 

They stayd their hands, when she thus gan 
to speake : f unwise 
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SutTring my hand against my heart to stray ; 
Which if y'C please forgive, I will therefore 
Yeeld for amends my selfc yours evermore. 

Or what so penaunce shall by you be red.' 

To whom the rrince : • Certes me needelh 
more 

To crave tlie same ; whom errour so misleif, 
As that 1 did mistake the living fur the deil. 


‘ But, sith ye please that both our blames 
shall die, • 

Amends may for the trespasse soonebe made. 
Since neither is endamadg'd much thereby.’ 

So can they both them sch cs full eatb per- 
swadc 

To faire accordaiincc, and both fiiults to shade. 
Either embracing other lovingly. 

And .swearing faith to either on his blade, 
Xever thenccfortli to nourish enmity’, 

But either others cause to maintuinc mutually’. 

XV 

Then Artegall gan of tiie Prince enquire. 
What w’cre those knights which there on 
ground weic layd, 

And lend receiv’d IheW^Uics worthy hire, 
And for what cause they eliased so that Mayd? 
‘Certes T svote not svcll,’ (the Prince then 
sayd) 

But by adventure found them faring so, 


‘Ah gentle Knights! what meane ye thus! As bv the w’av unweetingly 1 stravd : [grow, 
Upon your selves aiiothers wrong to wr^ake? jAiurio! tlie’Damzell selfe, whence all did 
I am the w’rong’d, w’hom ye dnl enterprise 
Both to redresse, and both rcdre.st likewise: 

Witnessc the PaynimslMith, whom yc may .see 
There dead on ground. What doc yc then 
devise 

Of more revenge ? if more, then I am shee 
Which was the rootc of all ; end your revenge 
on mcc.’ I 

xn , , I 

Whom when they heard so say, they lookt 
about 

To W'cete if it svere true as she had told ; ' 

Where when they’ saw’ their foes dead out of 
doulit, [hold. 

Eftsoones they’ gan their wrothfull hands to 
And Yontaili‘s rcare each other to behold. ! 

Tho when ns Artegall did Arthure vew’. 

So fairo a creature and so wondrous bold. 

He much admired both his heart and hew’. 

And touehud with intire aflcctioii nigh him 
drew ; 

^iii 

Saying, ‘ Sir Knight, of panlon I you pray, 

Shat all uiiwceting have you wrong’d thus 
sore, 


or whom w’c may’ at w’ill the w’holc occasion 
know'.’ 

XVI 

Then they that Dnmzcll called to them nie, 
And asked" her w’hat svere those two her foiic, 
From whom she enrst so fast away did hie : 
And what was she her selfe so w’oe-begone, 
And for w’liat cause pursu'd of them atloiie. 
To whom .she thus . ‘Then woTeye well, that I 
Hoe serve a Quecue that not far hence doth 
w'one, 

A Princesse of great powTC and majestic, 
Famous through all the world, and honor'd 
fur and me. 

• XVII 

‘ Her name Mercilla most men use to call. 
That is a mayden Queeiic of high renownc, 
For her great bounty knoweii over all 
And sovcrainc grace, with which her royall 
crowne 

She doth support, and strongly’ beateth downe 
The malice of her foes, which her envy 
And at her happinessc do fret and frowne; 

Yet she her selfe the more doth magnify’. 

And even to her foes her mercies multiply. 
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XVIII 


XXIII 


*Mong9t many Avhich maligne her happy 
state, 

There is a mighty man, which wonncs hereby. 
That with most ftll dcspight and deadly hate 
Seekes to subvert her Crowiie and «lignity, 
And all liis powre doth thereunto apply : 

And her good Knights, of whicli so brave a 
band 

Serves her as any Princesso under sky, 

He either spoilcs, if they against him stand, 
Or to his pan allures, and bnbeth under hand. 


* And lastly, that no shame might wanting be, 
When I was gone, soone after me she sent 
These two false Knights, whom there ye lying 
see, 

To be by them dishonoured and shent : 

Hut, thankt be Ood, and your good hardiment,* 
They have '^he price of their owne folly payd.’ 
So said tills Damzell, that hight Saiiiient, 

And to those knights for their so noble ayd 
Her selfe most gratefull shew’d, and heaped 
thanks repayd. 


. XIX 


XXIV 


‘ Ne him sufficeth all the wrong and ill. 
Which he unto her people docs each day ; 

Hut that he sdbkcsby traytrous traines to spill 
Her person, and her sacred selfe to slay f 
That, O ye Heavens, defend ! and tiirnc away 
From her unto the miscreant him selfe ; 

That neither hath religion nor fay, 

But makes his God of his ungodly pelfc, 

And Idols serves* so let his Idols sen*e the 
Elfe! 

XX 

‘ To all which cruell t^Nanny, they say« 

He is provokt, and stird up day and night 
Hv his bad wife that hight Adicia ; 

Who counsels him. through con tidcncc of might. 
To breake all bonds of law and rules of right * 
For she her selfe professeth mortall ftie 
To Justice, and against her still doth light. 
Working to all that love her deadly woe. 

And making all her Knights and ^icople to doe| 


‘Which my liege Lady seeing, thought it 
best ’ 

With that his wife in friendly wise to deale. 
For stint of strife and stablis’hment of rest 
Both to her selfe and to her common-weale. 
And all forepast displeasures to repeale. 

So me in message unto her she sent, 

To treat with her. bv way of cnterdcalc. 

Of fini:ll peace and fairc attonement 
Which might concluded be by mutuoll con- 
sent. ' • 

XXII 

‘All times have wont safe pnesage to afford 
To messengers that come for causes just : 

But this proudo Dame, disdayning all accord, 
Not onely into bitter termes'forth brnst, I 
Beviling me and rayling as she lust, 

But lastly, to make proofe of utmost shame, 
Me like a dog she out of dores did thrust, 
Miscalling me by many a bitter name. 

That never did her ill, ne once deserved blame. 


But they no^ having throughly heard and 
seene [ complained 

A1 those great wrongs, the which that inayd 
To have beiA done against her Lady Queenc 
By that proud dame which her so much dis- 
dained, [fained 

Were moved much thereat ; and twixt them 
With all their force to worke avengement 
strong 

[Tppon the Souldan selfe, which it mayntained, 
{And on his Lady, th’ author of that wrong. 
And nppon all those Knights that did to her 
belong. 

XXV 

Hut, thinking best by counterfet disguise 
To their deseigne to make the easier way. 
They did this complot twixt them selves devise: 
First, that Sir Artegall should him array 
Like one of those two Knights which dead 
there lay ; 

And then that 'Damzell, the sad Samient, 
Should as his purchust pri/.e with him convay 
Unto the Souldans court, her to present 
Unto his scornef'ill Lady that for her had sent. 

^ XXVI 

So as they had deviz’d. Sir Artegall 
Him clad in th’ armour of a Pagan knight, 
And^aking with him, as his vanquisht thrall. 
That Dainzell, led her to the Souldans right: 
Where soone as his pnuid wife of her had sight. 
Forth of her window as she looking lay. 

She weened streight it was her Paynim'Knight, 
Which brought that Damzell as' his purchast 
pray; [way. 

And sent to him a Page that mote direct liis 

XXV II 

Who bringing them to their appointed place, 
Offred his service to disarme the Knight ; 

But he refusing him to let unlace, 

For doubt to be discovered by hia sight, 
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Kept himselfe still in his straungo armour 
dight : 

Soone after whom the Prince arrived there, 
And sending to the Souldan in despight 
A bold dcfyance, did of him recjuero 
That Damsell whom he held as wrongfidl 
prisonure, 

XXVIII 

Wherewith the Souldan all with fiiric fraught, 
Swearing and banning most blasphemously, 
Commauiulcd straight his armour to be 
brought ; 

And, mounting straight upon a charrct h^'c, 
(With vron wheeles and liookes arm'd dread 
fully 


XXXII 

But the bold child that perill well espying, 

If he too rashly to his charct drew, 

(iave Avay unto his horses speedie flying. 

And their resistlesse rigour did eschew' : 

Yet, as he passed by. the Pagan threw 
A shivering dart with so im]ietuous force. 
That had he not it sliun'd with hccdfull vew, 
It had himselfe translixed or his horse. 

Or made them both one masse witliouteii more 
remorse. ^ 

XXXIII 

Oft drew the Prince unto his charret nigh. 

In hope some stroke to fasten on him neare, 
But he was mounted in his seat so high. 


And drawne of cruell steedes w'hich lie had twli And his wingfooted coursers hi^i did bearc 
With flesh of men, whom through fell tyranny. So fast away that, ere his roadie spearc 
Tie slaughtrc-d had, .and ere they A'fcre lialfe tlcil He co’uld advance, he farre was gone and past: 
riieir bodies to his beastes for provender did' Yet still he him did folbov every where, 

spred,) 1 And followed w’as of him likcw'ise full last, 

XXIX j steedes the flaming breath did 


So forth he came, all in a cote of plate j 

Burnisht with bloudie rust ; w'hiles on the' xxxiv 

greenc I Againe the Pagan threw' another dart. 

The Briton Prince him rcadie did awavte, Of w hich he had with him abundant store 
In glistering arnios right goodly w ell-iieseeiie, ■ On etery side of hi'^t-nibatteld cart, 


That shone as bright as doth the heaven 
sheene : 

And by hw stirrup Talus did attend. 

Playing his pages part, as ho had bcene 
Before directed by his Lord ; to th' end 
lie should bis iloie to final execution bAul. 


And of all other w'cnpoiis lesse or more. 

Which w'arlike uses had devizM of yore ; 

The wicked shaft, guyded through th’ ajrrie 
wyde 

By some’ bad spirit that it to mischiefc bore, 
Stayd not, till through his curat it did glyde, 
And made a griesly w'ound in hiseiiriven side. 


XXX 

Tlius goe they both together to their gcarc. 
With like fierce minds, but ineaiiing.sditt'erent; 
For tlic proud »Souldau, with presumjiteous 
cheare 

And countenance sublime and insolent 
Sought onely slaughter and avongeraent « 

But the brave Prince for honour and for right, 
(ininst tortious powre and Inwlesse regiment. 
In the behalfe of wronged wcake did tigU^: 
More in his causes truth he trusted then in 
might. 

XXXI 

Like to the Thracian Tyrant, who they say 
Unto his h u'ses gave big guests for meat, 

Till he himselfe was made their greedie iiray, 
And tome fn pieces by Alcides great ; 

So iliought the Souldan, in his follies throat, 
Either the I*rince in poeces to have tome 
With his sharp wheeles, in his first rages heat, 
Or under his licrce horses feet have borne, 

And trampled do<vne in dust his thoughts dis- 
^ned scorn e. 


XXXV 

Much w'as he grieved w’ith that haplcsse 
throe. 

That o])cncd had the w'elspring of his blood ; 
But much the more, that to hi.N hatefull foe 
lie mote not come to wreake his wrathfull 
mood : 

That made him rave, like to a Lyon wood. 
Which being wounded of the huntsmans band 
Cannot come neare him in the covert wood. 
Where he with boughes hath built his .shady 
stand, [brand. 

And fensb himselfe about with many a flaming 

XXXVI 

still w’hen he sought t’ apiiroch unto him ny 
His cliarret W'heeles about him whirltxl round, 
And made him buckc againe us fust to fly ; 
And eke his steedes, like to an hungry hound 
That hunting after game hath camon* found,. 
So cruelly did liim pursew' and chace, 

That his good steed, all w'ere he much re* 
nound 
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For noble coarage and for hanlic race, xu 

Durst not endure their sight, but fled from Such wa«» the furie of these head-strong 
place to place. steeds, 

Soonc as llic infants siinlike shield they saw, 
XXXVII That all obwlience both to wonls and deeds 

Thus long they trast and traverst to and fro, They quite forgot, and scornd all former law : 
Seeking by every way to make s<»ino breach ; 'I’hrough woods, and rocks, and mountain!^ 
Yet could the Prince not nigh unto him goe, they tlifl draw 

That one sure stroke he might iintt» him reach. The yron eharet, and the wheeles did tearc, 
Whereby his strengthes assay he might him And tost the Paynim without fearc or awe; 


teach. „ 

At last from his victorious shield he drew 


From side to side they tost him hen* and there, 
Crjing to them m va’ine that nould his crying 
heare. 


The raile, A\hich did his powrefull light cm- heare. 

peach, XMi 

And coraming full before his horses vcw, „ ^ i 

As pres., it plaino .0 the’m did 

* , No easie racanes according to his mind : 

xxxviii ^Yt last they have all overthrownc to ground 

Like lightening flash that hath the gazer Quite topside tiirvey. and the Pagan hound 
burned, | Amongst the yron hookea and graples kociic 


So did the sight thereof their sense dismay, Tome all to rags, and leiit with many a 
That backc agamc upon themselves they wound; 

turned, That no A\hele peoee of him was to be scene, 

And with their ryder ranne perforce away : ij„t scattred all about, and strow’d upon the 

No could the Souldan them from flying stay gieene. 

With raynes or wonted ivile, as well he k.iew : 

Nought feared they what he could do or say, . xliii 

But th* oncly fearc that was before their vtnv, the cursed son of ThcsPiis, 

From which*like mazed dearc dismavfullv they I'l'****^ following his thaee in dewy monie, 
fleu'. * To fly his stepdames loves outrageous, 

iOf Ills owne sieedes was all to pceces tome, 
XXXIX i limbs left in the woods forlonie ; 

Fast did they fly as them their feete could That for his sake Diana diil lament, 

Ijcttre And all the woixldy Nj'mphcs did wa^le and 

High over hillcs, and lowly over dales, moiirnc • 

As they were follow’d of their former teare. was this Souldan rapt and all to-rent, 

In vaine the Pagan baiincs, and swean*'., and That of his shape appear'd no litle moniincnt. 
raylcs. 

And backc with both hi.s hands unto him hayles 

The resty raynes, regarded now no more; ’ _ ^ xuv 

He to them espies and speaker, vet nought Oncly his shield and armour, which there lay, 
avayles; ' Though nothing whole, but all to-hrusd aiid 

They heare him not, they have forgot his lore, broken, 

But go which Avay they list, their guide tliey Hcfip did take, and with him brought away, 
have forlofc. ’ .That mote remaine for an eternall token 

jTo all mongst whom this stone should be 

As when the firie-mouthed steedes, which jjow wOTthdv, by heavens high decree, 

_ _ ^ . Til -i. , I'liisticethatdayo'f wrong her selfe had wroken; 

The Sunnes bright waync to Phaetons decay, That all men, which that spectacle did see, 
Soone as they did the monstrous Scorpion vew jjy nke ensaraple mote for ever warned bee. 
With ugly craples crawling in their way, 

The droadfull sight did them so sore affray, 

That their well-knowen courses they forwent ; xi.v 

And, leading th’ ever-burning lam|)C astray. So on a tree before the Tyrants dore 
This lower world nigh all to ashes brent, He caused them be hting in all mens sight, 
Ami left their scorched path yet in the firma- To ^ a moniment for evermore. 

menu Which when his Ladic from the castles hight 
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Beheld, it much appald her troubled opright : And, breaking forth out at a posteine dore. 

Vet no^ as women wont, in dolefull fit Unto the wyld wood ranne, her dotours to de* 

She was dismayd, or fayntcd through affright, ' plore. 

But gathered unto her her troubled wit, xlix 

And gan eftsoones devize to be aveng’d for it. Asa mad bytch, when as the frantickc tit 

Tier burning tongue with rage inflamed hath, 

, Doth runne at randon, and with furious bit 

Streight downe she ranne,. like an enraged Snatching at every thing doth wreake her 
^ cow wrath 

That is berobbed of her youngling dere, On man and beast that commeth in her path. 

With knife in hand, and fatally did vow There they doe say that she tra^formed was 

To wreake her on that mayden messengoro, into a Tygre, and that Tygn*s scatli 

Whom she had causd be kept as prisonore in crueltic and outrage sne did pas, [has. 

By Artegall, misween’d for her owne Knight, To prove her surname true, that she imposed 

That brought her backe : And, commiiig present 

there, • , i. 

She at her ran with all her force and might, Then Artegall, himselfe discovering plaine. 
All flaming with revenge and furious despight. Did issue forth gainst all tfiat warlike rout 

Of knigtits and aimed men, which did main- 


Like raging Ino, when with knife in hand 
She threw her husbands miirdred infant out ; 
Or fell Medea, when on Colehick^ strand 
Her brothers bones she scattered all almut; 

Or as that madding mother, mongst the rout 
Of Bacchus Priests, her owne dcare flesh did 
teare: 

Yet neither Ino, nor Medea stout, | 

Xor all the Moenades so furious were, i 

As this bold woman nlien she saw that 
Damzcll there. 


tainc 

That Ladies part, anri to the Souldan lout : 

All which he did assault with courage stout, 
All were they nigh an hundred knights of name, 
And like wyld Goates them chaced all about. 
Flying from place to place with cowheard 
• shame ; • • 

So that with liuall force them all he overcame 


Then caused he the gates be opened wyde; 
And there the rrince, as vietonr of that day, 
With trvuniph entertayn’d and glorifydc. 
Presenting him ivith all the rich array 
And roiall pompc, ivhich there long hidden lay, 
.Purchast through lawlesse powre and tortictis 
I wrong 

Of that proud Souldan whom he carat did slay. 
So both, for rest, there having stayd not long, 
She forth did mine wdiethcr her rage her bore, j Mareht with that mayd ; tit matter for another 
With franticke passion and with furie fraught ; song. 


XLVIII 

But Artegall, being thereof aware. 

Did stay hercruelllmnd ere .she her rauglit; 
And, as she did her selfe to strike prepare, 
Out of her fist the wicked neapon caught : 
With that, like one, enfeloii’d or distraught 


OkVNTO IX. 


Arthur and Artegall catch Oiij le, 
Whom Talus doth dismay : 
They to Morcillaes pallnce c(^nc, 
And sec her rich army. 


What or what other salvage wight, 

Is so exceeding furious and fell [might? 
As wrong, when it hath arm’d it selfe with 
Not fit mongst men that doe with reason mell. 
But mongst wyld beoats, and salvage wood.s, 
to dwell ; [ voure. 

Where still the stronger doth the wcakc dc- 
And they that most in boldnesse doc excell 


I.Vre dreadded most, and feared for their powre; 
■Fit fur Adicia there to build her wicked bowre. 

II 

There let her wonne, farre from resort of men, 
Where righteous Artegall her late exyled ; 
There let her over keepc her damned den. 
Where none may be with her lewd parts dc- 
fyled, 
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Nor none bat beasts may be of her despoj'led ; ] 
And tame we to the noble Prince, where late | 
We did him leave, after that he had foylcd 
The cruell Souldan, and witli dreadfull fate 
Had utterly subverted his unrighteous state. 


HI 

Where having with Sir Artegall a space 
Well sola'st in tliat Suiildans late deliglit, 

They both, resolving now to leave the place^ 
Both it and hll the wealth therein behight 
Unto that Damzell in her Ladies right, 

And so would have departed on their way; 

But <>hQ them woo'd, by all the meanes .^he 
might. 

And earnesily besought to wend that day I 

With her, to* see her Ladie thence not farrej 
away. j 


iv I 

By whose entreatie both they overcommen j 
Agree to goe with her ; and by the way, 

(As often falles) of sundry things did commen : 
Mongst which that Dainzell did to them be- 
wray ^ [Jay; 

A straunge adventure, A>’fliich not farre mence 
To weet, a wicked villaine, bold and stout, 
^Vhich wonned in a rockc not farre away, 

That robbed all the countric there about, 

And brought the pillage home, whence none 
could get it out. 

V 

Thereto both his owne wylic wit, (she sayd) 
And eke the fastnesse of his dwelling place. 
Both unassaylable, gave him great a) de : 

For he so erafty was to forge and face, 

So light of hand, and nyinble of his i)ace. 

So smooth of tongue, and subtile in his talc. 
That could decAve one looking in his face ; 
Therefore by name IMalengin they him call. 
Well knowen by his feates, and famous over- 
all. 


VI 

Through these his slights he many doth con- 
found : * 

And eke the rockc, in which he wonts to dwell, 
Is wondrous strong and hewen farre under 
ground, 

A dreadfull depth; how decfjc no man can tell. 
But some doc say it goeth downe to hell : 

And all within it full of wyndings is [smell 
And hidden wayes. that scarse an hound by 
Can follow out those falae footsteps of his, 

Ne none can backe retimie that once are gone 
amis. 


VII 

Which when those knights had heard, their 
harts gan eame 

To understand that villeins dwelling place. 
And ^atly it desir’d of her to leame. 

And by wliich way they towards it should 
trace. [pafee 

' Were not ’ (sayd she) * that it should let your 
Towards my Ladies presence, by you ment, 

I w'ould you guyde directly to the place.' 

* Then let not that ’ (said they) ‘ stay your in- 
tent’; [ have hent.’ 

For neither will one foot, till we that carle 


I 

So forth they past, till they approched ny 
Unto the rockc where was the villains won : 
Which wheh the Damzell ncare at hand did 
spy, [upon 

She warn'd the knights thereof ; who therc- 
Gan to advize W'hat best were to be done. 

So both agreed to send that mayd afore, 
Where she might sit nigh to the den alone, 
Wayling, and raysing pittifull uprore. 

As if slic did some great calamitio deplore. 

IX 

With noyse whereof when as the caytive 
carle 

Should issue forth, in hope to find some spoyle, 
They in aw'ayt ivould closely him ensiiarle. 
Ere Id his ilen he backward could rccoylc. 

And so would hope him easily to foyle. 

The Damzell straight went, as she was directed, 
TTnto the rocke ; and there, upon the soyle 
Having her selfe in wretched wize abjected, 
Gan weepe and wayle, as if great griefc had 
her affV oted. 

X 

Thp cry whereof entring the hollow cave 
Eftsooucs brought forth the villaine, as they 
ment, 

W^IA hope of her some wishfull boot to have. 
Full dreadfull wight he was as ever went 
Upon the earth, with hollow eyes deepe pent. 
And long curhl locks that downe his shoulders 
shagged ; * 

And on his backe an uncouth vestiment 
Made of straunge stiiife, but all to-worne and 
ragged, [jagged. 

And underneath, his breech was allto-tome and 

xr 

And in his hand an huge long stafle he held. 
Whose top was arm’d with many an yron 
hooke, 

Fit to catch hold of all that he could weld, 
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Or in the compasse of his douches tooke ; 
And ever round about he cast his lookc : 

Als at his backe a great wyde net he bore. 
With which he seldome fished at the brookc, 
But usd to fish for fooles on the dry shore, 

Of which he in faire weather wont to take 
great store. 

XII» 


He him pursewd where ever that he went ; 
Both over rockes, and liilles, and every place 
Where so he fled, he followd him apace ; 

So that he shortly furst him to forsake 
The hight, and downe descend unto the base: 
There he him courst a-fresh, and sooiie did make 
To leave his proper forme, and other shape to 
take. 


Him when the damzell saw fast by her side, 
So ugl}' creature, she was nigh dismayd. 

And now tbr helpc aloud in earnest cride: 

But when the villaine saw her so* affray d, 
lie gan with guilcfull words her to perswade 
To banish feare ; and, with Sardonian smyle 
Laughing on her, his false in^nt to shade, 
(lOn forth to lay his luiytc her to beguyle. 
That from her self tinwares he might her 
steale the whyle. • 


‘ W II 

Into a Foxe himselfe he first did toume ; 
But he him hunted like a Fox^full fast: 
Then to a bush himselfe he did transformc ; 
But he the bush did beat, till that at last 
Into a bird it cliaung’d, and fiom him past, 
Flying from tree to tree, from Avand to wand ; 
But he then stones at it so long did cast, 
ihut like a stone it fell upon the land; 

But he then tooke it up, and hi Id fast in his 
hand. 


Mil 


XVIII 


Like as the fouler on his guilefull fiypc 
Charmes to the birds full many a pleasant lay. 
That they the a\ idles may tak^ Icsse heedie 
keenc 

How he his nets doth for their mine lay : 

So did the villaine to her prate and play. 

And many pleasant trickes before her show. 
To turne nor eyes from his intent away ; 

For he in slighVs and jugling feates did flow. 
And of legierdemayne tlie mysteries did knotv. 


• . 

To which whilest she lent her inteutive mind, 
He suddenly his net upon her threw, 

That oversprad her like a puffe of wind ; 

And snatcldng her soone up, ere well she knew. 
Ban with her fast away unto his mew. 

Crying for helpe aloud : But when as ny 
He came unto his cave, and there did vew 
The armed knights stopping his passage by. 
He threw bis burden downe, and fast away did 
fly. 

XV ^ 

But Artegall him after did pursew, 

The whiles the Prince tliero kept the entrance 
still. 

Up tc the Kteke he ran, and thereon flew 
Like a wyld Gote, leaping from hill to hill, 
And dauncing on the craggy cliffes at will ; 
That deadly daunger seem’d in all mens sight 
To tempt such steps, where footing was so ill; 
Nc ought avayled for the armed knight 
To thinke to follow him that was so swift and 
light. 


xvi 


Which when he saw, his yron man he sent 
To follow him ; for he was swift in chaca. 


So he it brought with him unto tlic knights. 
And to his Lord Sir Artegall it lent. 

Warning him hold it fast for feare of slights : 
Who Avhilest in hand it gryping hard he heut, 
Into a Hedgehogge all unAvares it Avent, 

Am> prickt him so lilRt he away it thrcAv ; 
Then ganne it runne aAvay incontinent. 

Being relumed to his former hcAV ; 

But Talus soone him overtooke, and back- 
AAaid drew. 

xi.x 

But, when as he would to a snake againc 
IlaA'C turn’d himselfe, he with his yron llaylc 
Gan drive at him Avith so huge might and 
mnine, 

That all liis bones as small as sandy grayle 
He broke, and did his boAvels disentrayle, 
Crying in vaiue for helpe, a\ hen helpe was past : 
So did dcceipt the sellc-dcceiArer fayle. 

Tliere they him left a carriem outcast [ repast. 
For beasts and foules to feedc upon for their 

XX 

Thence forth they passed with that gentle 
Mayd 

To see her Ladie, as they did agree ; 

To which when she approched, thus she sayd : 
* Loe ! now, right noble knights, arriv’d ye bee 
Nigh to the place which ye desir’d to see : 
There shall ye see my soverayne Lady Queene, 
Most sacred wight, most debonayre and free. 
That ever yet upiin this earth was seene. 

Or that with Diademe hath ever crowned 
beene.’ 

XXI 

The gentle kuighttf rejoyced much to hean 
The prayses that Pnnee so manifold : 
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And, passing litle further, common were 
Where they a stately pallace did l)chold 
Of pompous show, much more thou she had 
told ; 

With many toAvres, and tarra*< mounted hyc. 
And all their tops bright glistering with gold. 
That seemed to outshine the diniinod skye, 
AndAvith their brightnesse daz’d the straungc 
beholders eye. 

XXII 

There they lighting by that Damzell were 
Directed in, and shoAved'all the sight ; 

Whose porch, that most magnilieke did ap- 
peare. 

Stood open Avyde to all men day and night ; 
Yet Avarded AA'eil by one of mickle might 
Thar sate thereby, with gyantlikercsemblanee, 


For the l)old title of a poet bad [had sprad. 
He on himsclfe had ta’cn, and rayling rymes 

XXA’I 

Thus there he stood, why lest high OA-er his 
head 

There Avritten was the purport of his sin, » 
In cyphers strange, that feAv could rightly read. 
Bun Font ; but Bun, that onec had Avritteii 
bin. 

Was raced out, and Mai was noA\’ put in : 

So now Mnifunt Avas ])lainely to be red, 
EA'ther for th' caIU Avhieh he <lid therein, 

Or that he likened Avas to a welhed [shed. 
Of CAill AA'onU, and wicked sclauuders by him 

XXA'II 

They, passi^ig by, Averc guyded bj' degree 


To keepe out guylc, and malice, and despight, ; the presence of that gfatious Queenc ; 
That under shew oftimes of fayned semblance ^vho sate on high, that she might all men see 
Are Avont in Princes courts to Avorke great . And might of all men roA ally be scene, 

scath and hindrance : I rjion a throne of gold lull bright and sheene, 

'Adorned all A\ith genimes of endles'.e price, 

, I XI • either might for Avealth haA'c gotten bene. 

His name was Awo; by whom they pa«tig ^ by „„,kn,aiisW ilovice j 

^ X,- 1- 1, X a- , , 1 'And all embostAiith La'OHs and with Flour- 

Went up the hall, that ATOif a large Avyde ranme, : 

All full of people making troublous din [some * xvvni 

And Avondrous novse, as if that there AA'ore , 

Which unto them A\as dealing righteous ' 

. [preasse, Iissoaa', nor ot cloth ot gohl, 

Ilv A\hom they pas>ing through the thickest elhC that may be ri '-best red. 

The marshall of the hall to them did come, ' ***5® ^ ‘ likesi may be told, 

llis name higlit Order; Aiho, comniaunding, her brodc-spreading wings did wvde 


peace. 


[clamors eeassc-. i 


unfold ; 


Whose skirts weie bordmd Avith brig 


[lieames, 
'lit sunny 


Them guvded through the throng, that tlhl their X • 

” ' < ilistring like g(»ld amongst the plights enmld, 


'.4nd here and there shooting lorth silver 
: ' St 1 enines. [ glittering gleames. 

Mongst AAliieh ‘ rept litle Angels through the 

XXIX 

Seemed those litle Angels did upheld 

,h;gJa.Jua«emo... .a. 


They ceast their clamors upon them to gaze; 
Whom seeing all in armour bright us day, 
Straungc thereto see, it did them riiiicli umuze, 
And Avith unwoiftod terror halfe aftray. 

For never saw thev there the like array 


a. *’ f I , . f to hi 

For any brybes, or tnreates of any to bej * things, 

XXV KneompusHed the throne on which she sate,— 

There, as they eiitred at the Scriene, they saw Angel-Iike, the heyre of ancient kings 
Some one whose tongue was for liis trespassc.^nd mightie CoiKjucrurs, in myall state, 

" * I b;.w.,. „.wl I X i-I_ x*_-x i;.i 


Nayld to a post, adjudged so by law ; 

For that therewith he falsely did revylc 
And foule blaspheme that t^ueciie lor forged 
guyle, 

B6th with bold speeches which he blazed hod, 


Whylest kings and kesarsat her feet did them 
prostrate. 

XXX 

Thus she did sit in soA'erayne Majestic, 
Holding a Si'cpter iu her myall hand. 

The sacred jdedge of peace and clomeiicie, 


And with lewd poems which he did cumpylc; j With which high (iodhodblestherliappiclant^ 
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Gins to abate the bri^rlitncsse of his beuie, 
And fervour oi his Haines somewhat adaw 


Maiigrc so many foes which did withstand : 

But at her feet her sword Avas likewise layde, 

Whose long rest rusted tlie bright steely 'So did this niightie Ladie, when she saw 

brand; [ayde,' Those two strange knights such homage to 

Yet when as foes enforst, or friends sought l her make, 

She could it stemel}’ draAv, that all the Avurklinatc somewhat of that Majestic and awe 


dismayde. 

XXXI 

And lound about before her feet there sate 
A bevie of faire AMrgins clad in Avhitc, 

That goodly seem’d t’ adorne her royall state; 


That Avhylonre Avont to doe so many quake, 
And will I m(>re m}ld a«([K;ct those two to 
ciitertake. 

XXXV 1 

Now at that instant, as occasion fell, 


All lovely daughters of high Jove, that hight Wlien these two stranger knights arriv'd in 
Lira*, by him begot in loves delight 'SheA\as about aftaires of eommou-A\ele, [place, 

Upon the righteous Themis; those, they say, I)c:iliiig Avith Justice A\ith inditferent grace, 
Upon JoA'cs judgement- seat* way t day and, And liearinpt pleas of jM'ople mcaiie and baNC : 

night; [decaA. Mong^t A\hich, as theu, iher8 A\as for to be 

And, Avhen in Avratli ho throq||s the Avorklsj hoard 

They doe his anger calmc, and cruell A-on-’. The try all ot a groat and Aveightio case. 


goance stay. 

XXMI 

'I'lloy also doe, by his diA inc permission, 

Ui>on the thronc" of mortall Princes tend, 

And often treat for pardon and fbmission 
To suppliants, through frayltie Avhioli offend: 

Those did upon IMercillaos throne attend. 

Just Dice, AAise Eunomic, myld Kirone; 

And them amongst, her i^lorio to commend. 

Sate goodly 'I'omiiorauce in garments dene, 

And sacred lleA’crencc ybornc of hcaAcnly 
strene. 

XXXIII 

Thus did she sit in royall ridi estate, 

Admyr’d of many, honoured of all ; [sate, 

Why'lest uiidomeath her feete, there as she 
An huge great Lyon lay, that mote appall 
An hardie courage, like* ca]>tived thrall 

With a strong ynm ehaine and eoller bound. ^ 

That once he could iiotinoAO. nor quich at all. Hut that she irAAith fonirabirse 
Yet did he munnure AAith relwllious sound, -Yet did ap]ieare rare beautiun her face. 
And softly royiie, A\hen salvage cholei; g.-in Itut blotted with condition wle and base, 
redound. iThat .all her other honour did obscure, 

{And titles of uobilitie deface: 

So sitting liigh in dreaded soverayntie,^ ! Vet in that aa retched semblant she did sure 


Which on both sides A\as then debating hard; 
But at the sight of these those aa ere UAvhilc 
debard. 

XXXVII 

But, after all her jirincely entertayne. 

To th’ hearing of that loriner cause* in hand 
Iler^selfe eltsoonesfl# gan conAert againe: 
Which that those knights likcAvise mote under- 
stand. 

And AAitnessc forth aright in forrain land, 
Taking them up unto licr stately throne, 
Where they mote heare the matter throughly 
seand 

On either part, she jilaced th’ one on th’ one. 
The other on the other side, aud ncarc them 
none. 

XXXVIII 

Then was there brought, as prisoner to the 
A Ladic of great coimtenaiicc and plaee.[barre, 

e; 


Those tAA'o strange knights AA’crc to her pre 
senile brought ; 

Who, bowing Ioav before her Majestic, 

Did to her myld obey.saiicc, as they ought, 


The iieoples great compassion unto her allure. 
, XXMX 

Then uj) arose a jicrson of deoiie reach. 


And meekest boonc that they imagine mought: And rare in-sight hard matters to rcvcle; 

To Avhom she eke inclyning her AA-ithall, .That Avell could charmc Iiis tongue, and time 
As a faire stoupe of her high soaring thought, ‘ his speach 

A cluiarefull couiitenance on them let fall, ,To all nssnyes; his name Avas called Zelc. 

Yet temprod Avith some majestic iiiqjeriall. jllc gaii that Ladie strongly to appcle 

,Of many haynous crA'nies by lior enured ; 

And Avith sharii reasons rang her such a pele, 
As the bright suniic, what time his fieric. That those, whom she to pitic had allured, 
teme jHe now t’ abhorre and loath her ])erson had 

Towards the westornc brim begins to draw, | procured. 
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First gan lie tell how this, that seem’d so faire 
And royally arayd, Ducssa hight ; 

That false Ducssa, which had wrought great 
care 

And mickle mischicfe unto many a knight. 

By her beguyled and confounded quight : 

But not for those she now in (question came, 
Though also those mote question’d be aright, 
But for vyld treasons and outrageous shame, 
Wliich slie agkinst the dred Mercilla oft did 
frame. 


For slic wliylome (as ye mote yet right well 
Kcmcmbcr) had^cr counsels false conspyred 
With faithlessc Blandamour and Paridell, 
t Both two her paramours, both by her liyred. 
And both with hope of shadowes vaine in- 
spyred) 

And with them practiz’d, how for to depryve 
Mercilla of her crowne, by her aspyred, 

TJiat she might it unto her selfe deryve. 


And trvumph in their blood whom she to death when £^8 Zele perceived to abate. 


Importune care of their owne publicke cause; 
And lastly Justice charged her with breadi of 
lawes. 

XLV 

But then, for her, on the contrarie part, 

Rose many advocates for her to plead : ^ 

First there came Pittie with full tender hart, 
And w'ith her joyn’d Regard of womanhead ; 
And then came Daunger, threatning hidden 
And high alliance unto forrcn powre ; [dread 
'fhen came Nobilitie of birth, that bread 
Great ruth through her misfortunes tragicke 
stowre; [forth powre. 

And lastly Griefc did plead, and many teares 

XLV I 

With the nes'c touch whereof in tender hart 
The Briton Prince was sore empassionate. 

And woxc inclined much unto her part, 
Through the sad terror of so dreadfull fate. 
And wretched ruine of so high estate ; 

That for great ruth his courage gan relent : 


did dry ve. 


XLir 


He gan his earnest fcr\'our to augment. 

And many fearefull objects to them to present. 


But through high heavensgrace, y\ hich favour | 
The wicked driftes ol trnyterous dcsyncs [not 
Gainst loiall Princes, ull this cursed plot, I 
Ere proofe it tookc, discovered was betymes, > 
And th' actours won the meedc meet for their; 
crymes. 

Such be the meede of all that by such mcne 
Unto the type of kingdoincs title clymes ! 

But false Duessa, now untitled (hieene. 

Was brought to her sad doome, as here w’as 
to be seenc. 1 


XLTIl 

Strongly did Zeje her haynous fact enforce. 
And many otlier crimes of fuiilc defanic 
Against her brought, to banish all remorse. 
And aggravate the horror of her blame : 

And with him, to make part against her, came 
Many grave persons that against her pled. 
First was a sage old Syre, that had to name 
The Kingdoroes Care, Vi ith a white silver hed, 
That many high regards and reasons gainst 
her red. 

XLIV 

Then gan Authority her to appose 
With peremptorie powre, that made all mute; 
And then the Law of Nations gainst her rose. 
And reasons brought that no man could refute: 
Ne^t gan Religion gainst her to impute 
High Gods bdieast and powre of holy lawes ; 
Then gan the Peoples cry and Commons sute 


I XLVII 

He gan t’ effbree the evident« anew, 

And new accuscmcnts to produce in place : 
lie brought forth that old hag of hellish hew. 
The cur,sed Atfe, brought her face to face. 

Who piivie was and partie in the case : 

She, glad of spoyle and ruinous decay, 

Did her appcach \ and, to her more disgrace. 
The plot of all her practise did display. 

And all her tra^mes and all her treasons forth 
did lay. 

XLVII I 

Then brought he forth with gricsly grim as- 
‘ pect 

Abhori^ Murder, who, with bloudic knyfc 
Yet (popping fresh in hand, did her det^t, 
And there with guiltie bloudslied charged 
ryfe : [stryfe 

Then brought _ he forth Sedition, breeding 
In troublous wits, and mutinous uprore: 

Then brought he forth Incontinence of lyfc, 
Even foule Adulterie her face before, 

And lewd Impictie, that her accused sore. 

XLIX 

All wliich when as the Prince had heard and 
His former fancies ruth he gan repent, [seene, 
And from her partie eftsoones was arawen 
cleene: 

But Artegall, with constant firms intent 
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For zeale of Justice, was against her bent: .Though plaine she saw, by all that she did 
So was she guiltie deemed of them all. ! heare. 

Then Zele began to urge her punishment, ;That she of death was guiltie found by right, 
And to their Queene for judgement loudly call, '.Yet would not let just vengeance on her light ; 
Unto Mercilla myld, lor Justice gainst the i But rather let, instead thereof, to fall 

thrall. iFew perling drops from her faire lampes of 

L I light ; 

But she, whose Princely brest was touched . The which she covering with her purple pall 
Here Would have the passion hid, and up arose with- 

With piteous ruth of her so wretched plight, I 


CANTO X. 


Frincc Arthur takes the enterprize 
4For Belgec for to tight : 
G^oneos Sencschall 
He slayes in Beiges tight. 


Some Clarkes doc doubt in their dcvicefull 
art • 

Whether this heavenly tiling whereof I treat, 
To weeten Mercic, be of Justice part, 

Or drawnc forth from her by divine extreate : 
This well I wote, that sure she is as great. 
And meritoth to liave as high a place, 

Sith in th’ Almighties everlasting scat 
She first was bred, and borne of heavenly race, 
From thence pour’d down on men by influence 
of grace. • 

II 

For if that Vertue be of .so great might 
Which from ju.st verdict will for nothing start. 
But to preserve inviolatcd right 
Oft spilles the principall to save the part; 

So much more, then, is that of powrc and art 
That seekes to save the .subject of her skill, 
Yet never doth from doomc of right depuft, 

As it is greater praysc to save then .spill. 

And better to reforme then to cut off the ill. 


IV 

Much more it praysed was of those two 
knights. 

The noble Prince and righteous Artegall, 
When they had scene and heard her doomc 
• a-rights • 

Against Duessa, damned by them all ; 

1 But by her tcnipred without gnefe or gall, 

I Till strong constraint did her thereto enforce: 
! And 3'et even then ruing her wilfull fall 
With m(*rc then needfull naturall remorse. 
And yeelding the last honour to her wretched 
corse. 

V 

During^ all which, those knights continu’d 
I Both doing and receiving curtesies [there 
I Of that great T.adic, who w'lth goodly chore 
Them entertayn'd, fit for their dignirics, 

1 Ajiproving dayly to their noble eyes 
i lioyall examples of her incrsics rare 
And w'orthic paterns of her clemencies ; 

Which till this day moiij^t many living are, 
Who them to their posterities doe still declam 


III 


Who then can thee, Mercilla, throughly 
prayse, 

That herein doest all earthly Princes jias ? 
What heavenly Muse shall tliy great honour 
rayse 

Up to the skies, whence first deriv’d it wa.s. 
And now on earth it sclfc enlarged has 
From th’ utmost, brinke of the Armericke shore 
Unto the margent of the Molucas? 

Those Nations farre thy justice doc adore ; 
But thine owne people do thy mercy praysc 
much mom 


VI 

Amonggt the rest, which in that space befell, 
There came two Springals of full tender yeares, 
Farru thence from forrein land where they did 
dwell. 

To seeke for succour of her and her Peares, 
j With humble prayers and intreatfull teares ; 
Sent by their mother, who, a widow, was 
Wrapt in great dolours and in deadly feares 
By a strong Tyrant, who invaded has 
Her land, and slainc her children rucfhlly, 
I alas ! 
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VII 

Her name ^'as Bclgas ; who in former age 
A Ladic of great worth and Avealtli had beene, 
And mother of a frulcfull heritage, 

Even seventeene goodly sonnes; which who 
had scene 

In their firt»t flowrc, before this fatall teenc 
Them overtooke and their fairc blossomes 
blasted, 

More happie mol her would her surely weene 
Then faniouivNiobc, before she tasted 
Latonaes childrens wrath that all her issue 


And came to this, where Bdg^ then did dwell 
And flourish in all wealth and happinesse, 
Being then new made widow (as iMfcll) 

Alter her Noble husbands late decease ; 

Which gave beginning to her woe and wretch- 
(^ncsse. 

XII * 

Then this bold Tyrant, of her widowhed 
Taking advantage*, and her yet fresh woes, 
Himsclie and service to her oflered. 

Her to delciid against all forrein foes 
That should their powre against her right op- 


wasted. 

VIII 

But this fell Tyrant, through his tortious 
powre, ' 

Had left her now but five of all that brood : 
For twelve of them he did by times devoure, 
And to his Idols sacrifice their blood, 
Wliylestheof none was stopped nor withstood: 
For'soothly he was one of matchle.'isc might. 
Of horrible aspect and drcadfull mood, 

And had three bodies in one was! ernpight. 
And th’ arines and legs of three to succour him 
in fight. w ^ 

i\ 

And sooth they say that he was borne and 
bred 

Of Gyant.s race, the sonne of Gemin ; 

He tliat w'hylomc in Spalne so sore was dred 
For hi.s huge powre and great opprc'.Mon. 
AMiich brought that land to his .subjection. 
Through his three bodies pouve in one com- 
bynd ; 

And eke all strangers, in that region 
Arryving, to his kyne for food assynd ; 

The fayrest kyne alive, but of the liercest 
kynd : 


pose : 

Whereof she glad, noiv needing strong defence, 
Him entert.'iyiVil and did her eiinm]>ion chose; 
Which long be umI with carefiill diligence, 
The better to conlirnic her fearelcsse confi- 
dence.*^ 

Mil 

By ineanes whereof she did at last commit 
All to liis haiuU, and gave him sovcrainc 
powre 

To doc whatever he thought good or lit : 
Which having got, he gaii forth from that 
howre 

To stirre up strifeand many a tragickc stowre; 
Giving her dearest chib Iren one by one 
Unto a dreadfiill Monster to devoure. 

And setting up an Idolc of his owne, 

The image of his monstrous parent Gcryonc. 

r XIV 

.So tyrannizing and opprcs.sing all. 

The wocfull widow had no mcanes now left. 
But unto grutious great Mereilla call 
For avdc against that eruell Tyrants theft. 

Ere all her children he from her liad n*ft : 
Therefore thesf two, her eldest bonnes, she 
sent 


For they were iSl, they say, of purple hew. 
Kept by a cowheard. bight* Eurytioii, 

A criicH cark, the which all strangers slew', 
Kc day nor night did sleciict' attend them on. 
But w'alkt about them ever and anonc 
With his two-headed dogge that Orthrus 
hight ; c 

Orthrus begotten by great T3’phaon 
And foule Fkhidna in the house of night : 

But Hercules them all did overcome iu light. 

XI 

llis sonne was this Geryoneo higlit; 

Who, after that his monstrous father fell 
Under Alcides club, streight tookc hi.s flight 
Frcitn that sad land where he his syre did 
quell, 


To seeke for .succour of this Ladies gieft ; 

To wliorn their sute they liumbly did present 
In th’ hearing of full many Knights and 
^ Ladies gent. 

XV 

Amongst the which then fortuned to bee 
The noble Briton Prince with hisbravePearc; 
Who when he none of all those knights did 
Hastily bent that enterprise to hcare, [see 
Nor undertake the same for cowheard fcarc, 
lie stepped forth with courage bold and great, 
Adinyr'il of all the rest in presence there. 

And humbly gan thal mightie Qiieene entreat 
To grauiit him tliat adventure for his former 
feat. 

XVI 

She gladly graunted it : then he straightway 
UHmsclfe unto his journey gan prepare. 
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And all his armours roadie dight that day, 
That nought the morrow next mote stay his 
fare. 

f he morrow next appear’d w’ith purple hayre 
Yet dropping fresh out of the Indian fount, 
And bringing light into the heavens fayre, 
When he was roadie to his stcedc to mount 
Unto his way, which now was all his care and 
counti 

XVII 

Then taking humble leave of that great 
Queene, 

Who gave him roiall giftes and riches rare, 

As tokens of her thankcfull mind beseene, 

And leaving Artogall to his owi^o cai c, 

Upon his voyage forth he gan to fare 
With those two gentle yoiithcs, which him 
did guide • 

And all his way before him still prepare. 


XXI 

Then turning untohim ; ‘ And you, Sir knight,’ 
(Sud she) ‘ that taken have this toylesome 
paine 

For wretched woman, miserable wight, 

May 3'ou in heaven immortal! guerdon gaine 
For so great travell as you doe sustaine ! 

For other mcedc may hope fur none of mee, 
To whom nought else but bare life doth re- 
maine ; 

And that so ^vrctched one, as ye do see. 

Is likcrlingring death then loathed life to bee.’ 


Much w'as he moved with her piteous plight, 
And low dismounting from his laftie steede 
(jian to 1 ceomforl her all that he might, 
Seeking to drive away deepe-rooted dreede 
, , .With hope of helpe in that her greatest iieede. 
^e after hini did Artigall abide, [ ride, thence he wished her with him to wend 

But on his first adventure foiward forth did-i:,ito sowo place u here they mote rest and 

' feede, 


xviii ^ j 

It was not long till that the Prince arri\cd i 
Within the land where dwelt that Ladic sad ; 
Whereof that Tyrant had her now deprived, 
And into moores and marshes baiiisht had. 

Out of the pleasant soyle and cities glad, 

In which she wont to harbour happily : 

Ihit now his cruelty so sore slie drad, 

That to those fetiiies for fastnesse she did fly. 
And there her selfc did liyde from billiard 
tyranny, 

XIX 

There he her found in sorrow and dismay, 

All solitaric without living wight; 

For all her other clnldren, through ailray. 

Had hid themselves, or takuii further flight : 
And eke her sclfe, ili rough sudden strange 
affright 

When one in armes she saw, began to fly , 
But, when her uwnc two soniies she had in sight, 
She gan take hart and hnikc up joyfully : ^ 
For well she wist this knight came succour to 
supply. 

XX 

And, running unto them with greedy joyes. 
Fell straight about their ncckcs as they did 
kneels, [ boyes,’ 

And bursting forth in tearcs, ' Ah ! my sweet 
(Sayd she) ‘ yet now I gin new life to i'ecle ; 
And feeble spirits, that gan faint and recle, 
Now rise againe at this your joyous sight. 
Alrcadie scemes that fortunes headlong wh«!lc 
Begins to tunic, and sunne to shine more bright 
Then it was wont, through comfort of this noble 
knight.’ 


And she take comfort which God now did send : 
Good hart in evils doth the evils much amend. 

• Actii 

*Ay me!’ (sayd she) ‘and whether shall I 
goeV 

Are not all places full of forraiue powres ? 

My ]mllaces possessed of my foe, 

My cities sackt, audth(>irsky-lbrealiiig towrc.s 
Kaced and made smooth fields now full of 
flowrcb ? 

Oiicly the.se marishe.s and inyrie bogs. 

In winch the feaicfull ewftes do bi^d their 
bowres, 

Veeld me an hoslry inongst the croking frogs, 
And harbour here in safety from those raven- 
ous dogs.' 

X.MV • 

‘Xathlessc,’ (said he) ‘dearc Ladic, with me 
goc; 

Some idace shall us receive and harbour yield ; 
If not, w c M'ill it force, maugic your foe,” 

And purchase it to us with speare and shield : 
And if all faylc, yet farewell open field ; 

The earth to all her creatures lodging lends.* 
With such his chcaretull spcaches he doth 
wield 

Her mind so well, that to his will she bends ; 
And, bynding up her locks and weeds, forth 
with him wends. 


They came untn a Citic farre up land. 

The w'hich whylome that Ladies owne had 
bene; 
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Bat now hy force extort out of her hand 
her strong foe, who had defaced clecne 
Her stately towres and buildings sunny 
Sheene, 

Shut up her haven, mard her marchants trade, 
Robbed her people that full rich had beene. 
And in her nccke a Castle huge had made. 

The which did her commaund without needing 
pcrswade. 

XXVI 

That Castle was the strength of all that state, 
Untill that^tate by strength was pulled 
downe ; 

And that same citic, so now ruinate, 

Had bene the keye of all that kingdomes 
crowne ; 

Both goodly (^tlc, and both goodly Towne, 
Till that th’ offended heavens list to lowre 
Upon their blisse, and balcfull fortune frownc: 
When those gainst states and kingdomes do 
conjure, [rcciire? 

Who then can thinkc their hcdlong mine to 

XXVII 

But he had brought it now in ser\'ile bond. 
And made it beare thc^dvc of luqnisititn, 
Stryving long lime in value it to withstood; 
Yet glad at last to make must base submis- 
sion. 

And life enjoy for any composition : 

So now he liatli new lawes and orders new 
Imposd on it with many a hard condition. 

And forced it, the honour that is dew 
To God, to doe unto his I dole most untrew. 

XXVIII 

To him he hath before this Castle greene 
Built a fairc Chappell, and an Altar framed 
Of costly Ivory full rich beseene, 

On which that cursed Idolc, farre proclanicd, 
He hath set and him his God hath| 
Oifring to him in sinfull sarrifice [naintMl ; 
Tlie hesh of men, to Go<ls owne Iikcncssc 
framed, 

And powring forth their bloudin brutishe wizc, 
That an\ yron eyes to see it would agrizc. j 


And. for more horror and more crucltie, 
Under that cursed Idols altar-stone ; 

All hideous monster doth in darknessc lie. 
Whose dreadfull shape was never seene of 
none 

That lives on earth ; but unto those alone 
The which unto him s.u;riliccd bee : 

Those he devoureh, they say, both flesh and 
bone. 


What else they have is all the Tyrants fee ; 

So that no whit of them remayning one may 
see. 


XXX 


There eke he placed a strong garrisonc. 

And set a Seneschall of dreaded might. 

That by his nowrc oppressed every one. 

And vonquislied all ventrous knights in fight; 
To whom he wont shew all the shame he 


might, * 

After that them in battell he had wonne : 

To which when now they gan approcli in 
sight. 

The Ladie counseld him the place to shonne. 
Where as so^any knights had fouly bene 
fordonne. 


• xx\i 

Her fcarcfull spcaches nought he did regard, 
But, ryding straight under the Castle wall, 
Callod'^ aloud unto the watclifull ward 
Which there did way te, ‘willing them forth to 
call 

Into the ficlfl their Tyrants Seneschall ; 

To whom when tydings tlicrcof came, ho 
streight 

Cals for his armes, and arming him withall 
Eftsoones forth pricked proudly in his might, 
And gan with courage fierce addresse him to 
the fight. 

XXXII 

The^ both encounter in the middle plaine. 
And ilieir sharpe siiearcs doe both togi'thcr 
smite [ maine 

AmM their shields, with so huge might and 
That seem'd their soules they W'old have 
ryven quight 

Out of their brea: ts with furious dcspiglit : 
Yet could the Seneschals no entrance find 
Into the rriiices shield where it enqiight, 

(So |)iire the mctall was and w'cll rcfyiid,) 

But shii'crcd all about, and scattered in the 
^ wynd : 


XXXIII 

Not so the Princes, but with resllcs'sc force 
Into his shield it rcadie passage found. 

Both through his haberjeon and eke his corse; 
Which tumbling downe upon the scnselcsse 
ground 

Gaveleaveuntohisghostfrom thraldome boimd 
To wrander in the griesly shades of night. 
There did the Prince him leave in deadly 
swound. 

And thence unto the castle marched right. 

To see if entrance there as yet obtaine he 
might. 


» 
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XXXIV 

But, as he nigher drew, three knights he 
snydc, 

All arniM to point, issuing forth apaco, 

Which towards him with all their powrc did 
ryde, 

And meeting him right in the middle race 
Bid all their spearcs attonce on him cnchacc. 
As three great Culveiiugs for battrie bent, 

And levdd all against one certaine place, 

Doe all attonce their thunders rage forth rent, 
That makes the wals to stagger with astonish- 
ment: 

XXXV 

So all attonce they on the« Prince did 
thonder. 

Who from his saddle swarved nought asyde, 
Nc to tlicir force gave way, thafwas great, 
wonder ; 

But like a bulwarke lirmely did abyde, 
Kebutting him, which in the midst di(l r3'(lc. 
With so huge rigour, that his mortall spearc 
Past through his shield and pic^j^t through 
either syde ; 

That downe he fell uppon his mother deare, 
And powred forth his wretched life in deadly 
dreaie. 

XXXVI 

Whom when his other fellowes saw, they 
fled 

As fast as feete could carry them away; 

And after them the Prince os swiftly sped, 

To be aveng'd of their uuknightly play. 

There, whilest they entring th’ onc ’did th’ 
other stay, 

The hindmost in the gate he overhent. 

And, as he pressed in, him there did slay : 

His carkasse, tumbling on the threshold, sent 
liis groning soule unto her place of punish- 
ment. 


XXXVII 

The other which was entred laboured fast 
To speire the gate ; but that same lumpe of 
clay, fpast, 

Whose grudging ghost was thereout fled and 
liight in the middest of the threshold lay, 
That it the Posteme did from closing stay : 
Hie whiles the Prince hard pressed in betweene. 
And cntraunce wonne: Streight th’ other 
fled away, 

And ran into the Hall, where he c^d weene 
Him selfe to save ; but he there slew him at 
the skreene. 

XXXVIII 

Then all the rest which in that Castle were, 
S^ng that sad ensamplc them Before, 

Durst not abide, hut fled awa}' for fcare. 

And them convayd out at a Posternc dore. 
Long sought the Prince ; but when he found 
no more 

T’ oppose against his powre he forth issued 
Unto that Lady, where he her had lore, 

And her gan cheare wnth what she there had 
vewed, [shewed : 

And ujiat .she had 11(4 wene within unto her 

XXXIX 

Who with right humble thankes him goodly 
greeting 

For sr> gn‘at prowesse as he there had proved, 
Much greater then was ever in her weeting, 
>Vith great admiraunce iinvardly was mov^. 
And honoiird him with all that her behoved. 
Thenceforth into that Castle he her led 
With her two sonnes, right deare of her be- 
loved, 

W’^hcre all t hat night them selves they cherished. 
And from her balcfull mindc all care he ban- 
ished. 


CANTO XL 


Prince Arthme o%ercomcs the great 
(icrionco in tight : 

Doth slay tho Monster, and restore 
• Bclg6 unto her right. 


I 

It often fals, in course of common life, 

That right long time is overborne of wrong 
Through avarice, or powre, or guile, or strife, 
That weakens her, and makes her party strong ; 
But Justice, though her dome she doe prolong, 


Vet at the last she will her oivne cause right : 
.As by sad Beige seemes: Avhosc wrongs though 
long 

She sufTred, vet at length she did reqnight. 
And sent redresso thereof by this brave Briton 
Knight. 
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Whereof when newes was to that Tyrant 
brought, 

How that the Lady Beige now had found 
A Champion, tliai had W'ith his Champion 
fought, 

And laid his Scneschall low on the ground, 
And eke him selfc did threaten to confound ; 
He gan to bume in rage, and friese in fcare, 
Doubting sad end of principle unsound : 

Yet, sith h%hearii but one that did appeare, 
lie did him sellu encourage and take better 
chearc. 

Ill 

Nathelcsse him selfe he armed all in hast, 
And forth he/ar'd with all his many bad, 

Nc stayed step, till that he came at last 
Unto the Castle which they conquerd had : 
There with huge terrour, to be more ydrad, 
He sternely luarclit lielorc the Castle gate, 
And, withhold vaunts and ydle thrcatning,b.‘id 
Deliver him his owne, ore yet too late. 

To which they had uo right, nor any wrong- 
full state. 

The Prince staid not ifls aunsw'cre to flevizc. 
But, opening straight the Sparre, forth to him 
. came, 

Full nobly mounted in right w'arlike wize ; 
And asked him, if Unit he w'oro the same, 
Who all that wTong unto that wofull I>am«' 
iSo long had done, and Iroin her native laud 
Kxiled her, that all the world spake shame. 
He boldly aunsw^erd him, lie there did stand 
That w'ould his doings justitie wiih his owme 
hand. 

V 


The wicked stroke did wmund his enemy 
Behinde, beside, before, as he it list apply. 


VII 

Which uncouth use when as the Prince per- 
cci\cd, I 

He gan to w'atch the wielding of his hand, 
Least by such slight he were unw'ares deceived; 
And ever, ere he saw the stroke to land, 

He would it meete and warily withstand. 

One time when he his weapon faynd to shift. 
As he was wont, and chang’d from hand to 
hand, 

He met him with a counterstroke so sw'ift, 
Tliat (initc st^it off his arme as he it up did 
lift. 

• 

Therew'ith .ill fraught w'ith fury and disdainc, 
lie brayd aloud for ^cry fell desnight ; 

And sodiunely, t’ avenge him selfe agaiiic 
Gan into one assemble all the might 
Of all Ins hands, .‘ind heaved them on hight. 
Thinking t» pay him w ith that one for all : 
But the sad steele scizd not, where it was hight, 
L’ppon the childe, but somewhat short did fall. 
And hgliting on liis horses head liiin quite did 
mull. 

IX 

Downe streight to ground fell his astonisht 
steed, 

And eke to th' earth his burden w ith him hare ; 
But nc him selfe full lightly fiom him freed, 
And gan him selfe to fight bn loote iirepare : 
Whereof when as the (iyant w as aware, 

He w'ox right blyth, as he had got thereby. 
And laught so loud, that all his teeth w’ide 
bare 


With that so furiously at him he flew', 

As if he would have o\'er-run him streight ; 
And with his Iwgc great yrou axe gun hew 
So hideou.<4ly uppon his armour bright, 

As he to pecces would have chopt it quight, 
That the bold Prince was forced foote to give 
To his first rage, and yeeld to his despight ; 
The whilest at him so* dreadfully he drive. 
That seem’d a marble rockc asunder could 
have rive. • 

vi 

Thereto a great advauiitage eke he has 
Through his three double hands thrise multi- 
plyde, [was : 

Besides the double strength which iu them 
For stil, when fit wcasion did betyde, 

He could his weaimn shift from side to 8\’dc, 
From hand to hand ; and with such niniLlesse 
sly 

Could wield about, that, cre it were espide, 


One migiit have scciii' ciiraun^’d disoiderly. 
Like 1,0 a ranchc of piles that jnklied are awry. 

X 

Eftsoones againe his axe he raught on hie, 
Ei^hc were throughly buckled to his gcare, 
,^id can let drive at him so dreadfullie, 

That had he cliaunccd not his shield to rearo, 
Ere that huge stroke arrived on him neare, 
lie had him surely cloven (|uitc in twaiiie ; 
But th’ Adamantine shield which he did liearc 
So w'ell was temjircd,^ that for all his mainc 
It W'ould no passage yeeld unto liis puriiose 
vaine. 

XI 

Yet w’as the stroke so forcibly applide, 

1 hat made him stagger w'ith uncertaine sway. 
As if he would have tottered to one side : 
Wherewith full wrotli he fiercely gan assay 
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That curt’sie witli like kindnessc to ropa^'. 
And smote at him with so importune niif'ht, 
That two more of his armes did fall away, 
Like fruitlcsse braiinches, which the liaichets 
slight [quight. 

Hath pruned from the native tree, and cropped 

XII 

With that all mad and furious he grew, 

Like a fell mastitfe through enrapng licat. 
And curst, and band, and blasphemies forth 
threw 

Against his Gods, and fire to them did threat, 
And hell unto him selfe with horrour great. 
Thenceforth he car’d no more which wav he 


But Belgfe, with her sonnes, prostrated low 
Before his fecte in all that peoples sight, 
Mougst joyos mixing some tears, mongst Avcle 
some wo. 

Him thus bespakc: 'Omost redoubted Knight. 
The which hast me, of all most wretclied wight, 
That carst was dead, restor’d to life againe, 
And thesewcakeiinpesreplantodby thy might. 
What guerdon can 1 give tlice for thy paiiie. 
But even that which thou savetl^ thine still 
to rcmainc ? ’ 

XVII 

I He tooke her up forhy the lill}' hand, 

strooke, • rsweat.lAnd her recoinforteil the best he might. 

Nor where it light ; but gan to chaufc and . Say ing ; ‘Dearc Ladv, dcetlcs •ught not be 
And gnasht his teeth, and his head at him I seand 

shook^ . * r looke. By th’ authors manhood, nor the doers might, 


And sterncly him belicld with grim and ghastly 

XIII 

Nought fear’d the childe his lookes, nc yet 
his threats, ^ 

But onely wexed now the more aware 
To save him selfe from those his furious heats. 

And watch advauntage how to worke his care. 

The which good Fortune to him ofFred fairc *, 

For as he in his rage him (iverstrooke. 

He, ere he could his weap<»n backc repaire, 

His side all bare and naked overtooke, _ 

And with his mortal steel quite through the 'As from my chiefest foe me to rcleiusc, 

body strooke. ^ iThat your victorious arme nill not yet cease, 

XIV I rill ye have rooted all the rehekes out 
Through all throe bodies he him strooke at-!<>^ vilde race, and atablislicd my peace. 

‘ Wliat IS there cUc ’ (sayd lie) ‘ left of their 


But by their trneth and by the causes right: 
That same is it which fought forjtiii this dtiy. 
What other meed, then, newl me to requight,. 
But that which yeeldeth vertues meed ahvay? 
That if>, the vcrtiie selfe, which her reward doth 
pay.’ 

• 

She humbly tlmnkt him for that wondrous 
grace, [ please. 

And further sayd : ‘ Ah ! Sir, but mote ye 
Sith ye thus farre have tendred my poorecasc, 


tonce, 

That all the three at tonce fell on the plaine, 
Else should he thrive have needed lor the nonce 
Them to have stricken, and thrise to have 
slaine. 

So now all three one sencelesse lumpe remainc. 
Enwallow’d in his owne blaeke bloudy gow. 


rout ? [dout.. 

Declare it boldly. Dame, and doc not stand in 


‘ Then wote yon, Sir, that in this Church 
hereby 


And by ting th’ earth for very deaths disdaine ; There stands an Tdolc of great note and name. 
Who, with a cloud of night him covering, bore .The wdiich this Gyant reared first on hie, 
Downe to the house of dole, his dales thcr^tojAnd of his owne vaine fancies thought did 


deplore. 


XV 


Which when the Lady from tlu‘ Castle saw. 
Where she with her tiro sonnes did looking 
stand, 

She towards him in hast her selfe did draw 
To greet him the good fortune of his hand : 
And all the people, Iwth of towme and land. 
Which there stood gazing from the Citlics wall 
Uppoii these wamoiirs, greedy t’ understand 
To whether should the victory befall, 

Now when thev saw it falne, they eke him 
greeted all. 


frame: 

To whom, for endlcsse horrour of his shame, 
He ofFred for daily sacrifizc 
My children and my people, burnt in flamo 
With all the tortures that he could devize, 
The more t’ aggratc his God with such his 
blouddy guizc. 

XX 

‘And underneath this Idoll there doth lie 
An hideous monster that doth it defend. 

And feedes on all the carkasses that die 
In sacrifize unto that cursed feend: 




350 


[rook V. 


THE FAERIE QUEENR. 


Whose ugly shape none ever saw, nor kend. 
That ever scap’d : for of a man, they say, 

It has the voice, that spcaehcs forth doth send, 
Even blasphemous words, which she doth bray 
Out of her poysnous entrails fraught with dire 
decay.’ 

XX[ 

Which when the Prince heard tell, his heart 
gan earne 

For great desire that Monster to assay. 

And pra3’i\ithe place of her abode to learne ; 
Which Iwiiig skew’d, he gan him selfe streight- 
way 

Thereto addrossc, and his bright shield display. 
So to the Cliurch he came, where it w'ns told 
The Monstei^ underneath the Altar lay : 

There he that Idoll saw of mass}’ gold 
Most richly made, but there no Monster did 
behold. 

XXII 

Upon the Image with his naked blade 
Three times, as in defiance, there he strooke ; 
And the third time out of an hidden .shade 
There forth issewd from iiut ler tli* Altars sinooke 
A dreadfull feend wdtli fowle deformed lookc, 
That stretcht it selfe*Wit had long lytfa still ; 
And her long taile and fethers strongly shooke^ 
That all the Temple did with ten-our fill ; 

Yet him nought terrified that feared nothing 


That he had red her Kiddle, which no wight 
Could ever loose but suflred deadly doole : 

So also did this Monster use like slight 
To many a one which came unto her schoole. 
Whom she did put to death, deceived like a 
foole. 

XXVI * 

She comming forth, when as she first beheld 
The armed Prince with shield so blazing bright 
Her ready to assaile, was greatly queld, 

And much dismay d with that dismavfull sight. 
That backe she would have turncf for great 
affright : 

But he gan her with courage fierce assap^. 
That for^t hj^r tunic againe in her despight 
To save her selfe, least that he did her slay ; 
And sure he had her slaine, had she not tumd 
heravay. 

XXVII 

Tho, wlien she saw that she was forst to fight, 
She fiew at him like to an hellish feend, 

And on his shield tooke hold with all her might, 
As if that ^ she would in pecccs rend. 

Or reave out of the hand that did it bend : 
Strongly he strove out of her greetly gripe 
To loose his shield, and long w'hile did contend ; 
But, when he could not quite it, with one stripe 
Her Lions clawes he from her feete away did 
wdpe. 

XXVIII 


XXIII I 

An huge great Beast it was, when it in length: 
Was stretched forth, that nigh fild all the place,! 
And seem’d to be of infinite great strength : j 
Horrible, hideous, and of hellish race, | 

Borne of the brooding of Echidna base. 

Or other like infemall furies kinde ; 

For of a Mayd she had the outwanl face. 

To hide the horrour which did lurke behinde. 
The better tojieguilc whom bhe so fond did 
finde. 


With that aloude she gan to brav and yell, 
Andifowle blasphemous speaches forth did cast. 
And bitter curses, horrible to tell ; 

That oven tlie Temple, wherein she was plast. 
Did quake to hrare, and nigh asunder brast : 
Thu with her huge long taile she at him strooke, 
That made him .stagger and stand halfe agast. 
With trembling joynts, as he for terroiir 
shooke ; [tooke. 

Who nought was terrifide, but greater courage 


XXIV 


XXIX 


'Thereto the body of a dog she had, 

Full of fell ravin and fierce greedinesse; 

A Lions clawes, with powre and rigour clad. 
To rend and teare what so she can oppresse ; 
A Dragons taile, whose sting without redresse 
FuU deadly wounds where so it is empight; 
And Eagles wings, for sco|ie and speedinesse, 
That nothing may escape her reaching might. 
Whereto she ever list to make her hardy flight. 

XXV 

Much like in foulnesse and deformity 
Unto that Monster, wnom the Theban Knight, 
The‘father of that fatall progeny. 

Made kill her selfe for very hearts despight 


.^s when the Must of some well-timbred hulke 
Is with the blast of some oiitragious storme 
Blowue downe, it shakes the bottome of the 
bulke, 

And makes her ribs to crackeas they were tome ; 
Whilest still she stands, as stonisht and for- 
lome: 

So was he stound with stroke of her huge taile ; 
But, ere that it she backe againe had borne. 
He witli his sw'ord it strooke, that without fkile 
He jointed it, and mord the swinging of her 
flaile. 

zxx 

Then gan she cry much louder then afore, 
That all the people there wiUiout it heard, 
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And sci.e was therewith stonied sore, 

As if the oncly sound thereof she fcard. 

But then the feend her sclfc more fiercely rcord 
Uiipon her wide fluent wings, and strongly flew 
With all her body at his head and beanl, 

That had he not foreseene with heedfiill vcw. 
And thrown his shield atween, she had him 
done to rew. 

XXXI 

But, as she prest on him with heavy sway, 
Under her wombe his fatall sword he thrust. 
And for her entrailcs made an open way 
To issue forth ; the which, once being brust. 
Like to a great Mill-damb forth fiercely gusbt. 
And powved out of her infernall sinkc 
Most ugly filth ; and poyson tliTrewith rushi, 
That him nigh choked with the deadly stinke. 
Such loathly matter were small last to speake 
or thiukc. 

XXXII 

Then downc to ground foil that deformed 
Masse, 


Untill he had her settled in her raine 
With safe assuraunce and establishment : 

Then to his first eniprizc his mind he lent, 
Full loath to Belgsc and to all the rest ; 

Of whom yet taking leave thence forth he went, 
And to his former journey him addrest ; 

On which long way he rode, ne ever day did 
rest. 

XXXVI 

But lurne we now to noble Artcgall ; 

WHio, having left IVIercilla, strei^jpt way went 
On his first quest, the which him forth did call. 
To weet, to worke Irenaes franchisoment, 

And ckc Grantortoes worthy punishment. 

So forth he fared, as his manner was. 

With onely Talus wnytiiig diligent, 

Thiough many perils ; and mu?ii way did pas, 
Till nigli unto the place at length approcht he 
has. 

XXXVTI 

There as he traveld bv the way, he met 
An aged wight wayfaring all alone, \ set 

Who through his yeares long since aside had 
The use of armes, and battell quite forgone : 


Unto his soveraine Queenc her suite for to com* 
mend. 

XXXVIII 


Breathing out clouds of sulphure fow’le and 

In which a puddle of contagion v^s, [blacko, ^ ^ ^ 

More loathd then Lerna, or then Stygian lake,!'Po whom as ho approcht, iie knew anone 
That any man would nigh awhaped make : jThatat was he w'hic> »?liilome did attend 
Whom when he saw on ground, ho was fulljon faire Irene in her affliction, 

glad, . . , , » takC|\vhen first to Faerj’^ court he saw her w'end. 

And streight w'ent forth his gladnesse to par- f - ■ ' 

With Beige, who watcht all this while full sad, 

Wayting what end w'ould be of that same 

daungcr drad. ^ ^ t 'y^'hom by his name saluting, thus he gan 

xxxiiT ’ ‘Ilaile, good Sir Sergis, truest Knight alive. 

Whom when she saAv so iovously come forth, troubles than 
She gan rejoyce ami shew triumphant (here, i'j: that l.vrant did ul Crowme deprive; 

Lauding and praysiug his ronowmed worth occasion d()th thee hither drive. 

By all the names that honorable were. htles ^ he alone is left, and thou liere found? 

Then in he brought her, and her shewed there;;,!*; t,|irn]l, or doth f 

The present of his paincH, that Monsters spoylc, 

eke that Idoll deem’d so costly derc,^’ 


And 

Whom he did all to pccces breake, and fuylc 
In filthy diirt, andleftso in the loathely s'oyle. 

% 

XXXIV 

Then all the people which beheld that day 
Gan shout aloud, hat unto heaven it roiig; 
And all the damzcls of that towne in ray 
Gome dauncing forth, and joyous carrols 'song: 
So him they led through all d^cirstrectes along 
Crowned with mrlonds ofimmortall bates; 
And all the vnlgar did about them, throng 
To see the man, whose everlasting praise 
They all were bound to all posterities to raise. 

XXXV 

There he with Beiges did awhile remaine 
Making great feast and joyous merriment, 


To whom he tlius : ‘ She liveth sure and kouiuI, 
But by that Tyrant is in wrenched thraldomu 
bound : 

XXXIX 

For she presuming on th’ appointed tyde. 

In which ye promist, as ye were a Knight, 

To iiieete her at the salvage Hands syde. 

And then and there for trioll of her right 
With her sinrighteuus enemy to fight. 

Did thither conic; where she, afrayd of nought. 
By guilefull treason and by subtill slight 
Surprized was, and to Grautorto brought. 

Who her imprisond hath, and her life often 
sought. 

XL 

* And now he hath to her prefixt a day, 

Bv which if that no champion doe appeare. 
Which will her cause in battailous aiTay 
Against him jiistifie, and prove her cleare 
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Of all those crimos that ho gainst her doth 
reare, 

She death shall sure aby.* Those tidings sad 
Did much abash Sir Artcgall to hcaro, 

And grieved sore that through his fault she had 
Fallen into that Tyrants hand and usage bad. 

XLI 

Then thus replide: ‘Now sure and by my 
life, 

Too much am I too blame for that faire Maide^ 
That have her drawne to all this troublous 
strife, 

Through promise to afford her timely aide, 
Which by dcfnidt I have not yet de'fraidc : 

Hut Avitnessc ^unto me, ye heavens ! that know 
ITow clearc I am from blame of this u])braidc; 
For ye into like (hraldomc me did tlirow. 

And* kept from complishing the faith which I 
did owe. 

Xl.IT 

‘ But now aread, Sir Sergis, how long space 
Hath he her lent a (’hampion to provide?’ 

‘ Ten dales,’ (quoth he) ‘ he graiintcd hath of 
grace. 

For that he w'ceneth (ftll beftne that tidi 
None can have tidings to assist her side: 

For all the shores, which lo flic sea aceoste, 

He day and night doth ward both farre and 
wide. 

That none can there arrive without an hoste : 
So her ho deciues already but a damned 
ghostc.’ 

XT.III 

‘ Now turne agamn,’ (Sir Artcgall then sayd) 

* For, if 1 live till those ten daies have end. 
Assure your selfe, Sir Knight, she shall have 
ayd. 

Though ! this dearest life for her doe spend.* 
So backeward im attone with liim did wend : 
Tho, ns they rwe together on their way, 

A rout of people they before them kend. 
Flocking together in confusdc array ; 

As if that there were some tumultuous affray. 

XLIV 

To which as they approcht the eauae to know'. 
They saw a Knight in daungcrous distresse 
Of a rude rout him chasing to and fro, 

That sought with lawlesse powre him to op- 
presso, 

And bring in liondage of their bnitishnessc : 
And farre away, amid their rakehcll bands. 
They spide a left all succourlcsse. 

Crying, and holding up her wretched hands 
Tohiin for aide, who long in vaine their rage 
withstands. 


XLV 

Yet still ho strives, ne any pcrill spares, 

To rcskue her from their rude violence ; 

And like a Lion wood amongst them fares, 
Dealing his drendfull blowes with lar^ dis- 
pence, [fence ; 

Gainst which the pallid death findca no deJ 
But all in vaine : their numbers are so great, 
That naught may boot to banishe them fiom 
thence ; 

For soone as he their outrage baeke doth beat, 
They turne afresh, and oft renew their former 
threat. 

xi.vi 

And noAv thev doc so sharpely him assay. 
That they his shield in peeces battred have, 
And forced him to throw it quite away, 

Fro dangers? dread his doubt! ull life to save; 
Albe that it most safety to him gave, 

And much did magnifie his noble name : 

For, from the day that he thus did it leave. 
Amongst all Knights he blotted w'as with 
'blame, [les shame. 

And coiintcil but a recreant Knight with end- 

xi.vtt 

Whom when they thus distressed did behold, 
They drew unto las aide ; but that rude i‘out 
Them also gari assaile with outrage bold. 

And forced them, how ever strong and stout 
They were, ns well approv’d in many a doubt, 
Bac^ to recule : iintill that yron man 
With his huge Haile began to lay about ; 

From whose stern e presence they diifiised ran. 
Like scat I red chaffc the which the wind away 
doth fan. 

xi.vtii 

So when that Knight from perill clearc waa 
treed, 

He drawing neare began to greele them faire, 
And yoeld great thankes for their so goodly 
In savinghim from daungcrous despaire [deed, 
OQhose which sought his life for to empaire: 
OfSi'hom Sir Artegall gan then enquire 
The whole occasion of his late misfurc. 

And who he was, and what those villaincs were. 
The which with mortall malice him pursu’d so 
nerc. 

XMX 

To whom he thus : ‘ My name is Burbon 
bight, 

WeB knowne, and far renowmed heretofore^ 
Untill late mischiefc did uppon mo light. 

That all ray former praise hath blemisht sore: 
And that faire Lady, which in that upiore 
Ye with those eaytives saw, FInurdelis hight, 
Is mine ownc love, though me she have furlore, 
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Whetherwithheld from meby wrongfullmight, 
Or with her owne good will, I cannot react 
aright. 

1 . 


For she by force is still fro me detayned, 

And with corruptfull brybes is to uutnich 
mis-trayned.’ 

LV 


' But sure to me her faith she first did plight 
To be my love, and take me for her Lord ; 

Till that a Tyrant, which Grandtorto hight, 
With golden giftcs and many a guilcfull wonl 
Entyced her to him for to accord, [tempted V 
0! who may not with gifts and words be 
Bith which she hath me ever since abTiord, 
And to my foe hatli guilefully consented : 

Ay uie, that c\ er guylc in wemcii was invented! 

LI 

'And now he hath tliis troupe of villains sent 
By open force to fetch her quite away : 

Gainst whom my selfe I long in vaine have 
To rcscnie her, and daily meancs assay ; [ bent 
Yet rescue her tlicnce hy no mcanes 1 may. 
For they doe me with niultitude oppresse. 
And with un^uall might doe overlay, 

That oft I driven am to great distresse, 

And forced to forgoe th’ attempt *rcmc<lilesse.* 

Lll 

‘But why have ye’ (said Artegall) ‘forborne 
Your owne good shield in daungerous dismay? 
That is the greatest shame and foulest scorne. 
Which unto any knight bchappen may, 

To loose the badge that should his deedcs dis- 
play.’ [ shame : 

To IV horn Sir Burbon, blushing hafte for 
‘ That shall I unto you ' (quoth he) ‘ bewray. 
Least ye therefore mote happily me blame, 
And docme it docn of will, that through in- 
forcement came. 

Mil 


To whom thus Artegall : ‘ Certes, Sir knight. 
Hard Ls the case the which ye doe complaine ; 
Yet not so hard (for nought so hard may light 
That it to such a stri-ight mote you constraine) 
As to abandon that which doth containe 
Your honours stile, that is, your warlike shield. 
All perill ought be Icsse, and Icsim all paine 
Then losse of fame in disaventrous field : 

Dye, rather then doe ought that mote dis- 
honour yield.’ 

LVI 

‘ Not so,’ (quoth ho)* ‘ for j'fet, when time 
doth serve. 

My former shield I may resume againe : 

To temporize is not from truth to swerve, 

Ne for advantage terme to entertaine, 

When as nc^cessitic doth it constraine.’ 

‘ Fie on such forgerie ! ’ (sayd Artegall) 

‘ Under one hood to shadow faces twaine : 
Knights ought be true, and truth is one in all : 
Of all things, to dissen^le, fouly may befall ! ’ 

LVII 

‘ Yet let me you of cciurtesie request ' 

(Said Burbon) ‘ to assist me now at need 
Against these pesants which have me opprest, 
And forced me to so infamous deed. 

That yet my love may from their hands be 
Sir Artegall, albe he earst did wyte [freed.* 
Ilis wavering mind, yet to his aide agreed, 
And, buckling him eftsoones unto the fight, 
Did set upon those troupes with all his powre 
and mighL 

LVIII 


‘ True is that T al first was dubbed knight 
By a good knight, the knight of the Bed- 
crosse; [fight. 

Who, when he gave me arincs in field to 
jave me a shield, in which he did endoss<^ 
llis dcare Redeemers badge upon the bosse : 
The same long while I bore, and thcrcw'ithnll 
Fought many battels without wound or losse ; 
Therewith Grandtorto selfe I did appall. 

And made him oftentimes iu field before 
me fall. 

LIV 


! Who flocking round about them, as a swnrme 
Of tiyes upon a birchen bougie doth cluster. 
Did them assault with terrible allarme ; 
x\nd over all the fields themselves did muster, 
With bils and glayves making a drcadfull 
luster, [retyre : 

Tliat forst at first those knights backe to 
As w'ben the w’rathfull Boreas doth bluster, 
Nought nyiy abide the tempest of his yre; 
Both man and beast doe fly, and succour doe 
inquyre. 

LIX 


‘ But for that many did that shield envie, 
And cruell enemies increased more, 

To stint all strife and troublous enmitie. 
That bloudie scutchin, being battered sore^ 
I layd aside, and have of late forbore, 
Hoping thereby to have my love obtayned; 
Yet can I not my love have nathemore, 


Bnt, when as overblowen was that brunt, 
Those knights began afresh them to assayle, 
And all about the fields like Squirrels hunt ; 
But chiefly Talus with his yron flayle, 

Gainst which no flight nor rescue moteavayle, 
Made cruell havocke of the baser crew, 

And chaced them both over hill and due. 

hK 
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The raskall manie soono they overthrew ; 

But the two knights tlidnselves their captains 
did subdew. 

T.X 

At last they came whereas that Ladic bode. 
Whom now "her keepers hod forsaken quight 
To save themselves, and scattered were abnale. 
Her halfe dismayd they found m doubtfull 
plight. 

As neither glad nor sorie for their sight; 

Yet wondrout faire she was, and richly clad 
In roiall robes, and many jewels digh{ ; 

But that those villens through their usage bad 
Them fouly rent, and shamefully defaced had. 

r* LXI 

But Burbon, streight dismounting from his 
Unio her ran -with gi'eedie great desyre, [steed, 
And catching her fast by her ragged weed 
Would have embraced her with hart entyre ; 
But she backstarting with disdain efull ^'re 
Bad him avaunt, nu would unto his lore 
Allured be for prayer nor for meed : f fori ore 

Whom when those knighls so froward and 
Beheld, they her rebuild and u{)bruyded sore. 


LXIII 

^ Why then will ye, fond Dame, attempted 
Unto a strangers love, so lightly placed, [bee 
For guiftes ol gold or any worldly glee, 

To leave the love that ye before embraced, 
And let your fame with falshood be defaced Vj 
Fie on the pelfe for which good name is sold, 
And honour with indignitie debased ! 

Dearer is love then hte, and fame then gohl; 
Bat dearer tlien them both your faith once 
pliglited hold.' 

LX IV 

Mach was the Ladie in her gentle mind 
Abashi at his febuke, ihat bit her nearc, 

Ne ought to answ^ere thereunto did find • 

But, hanging down her head with heavie 
chearc. 

Stood long amaz’d as sue amated weare : 
Which Burbon seeing lier againe assayd ; 

And, clasping twixt his armes, her up did 
reare [ sayd ; 

Uikhi Ids stflede, w'hiles she r.o whit gaine- 
So bore her quite aw'ay, nor w'ell nor ill 
apayd. 


LXII 

Sayd Artegall : * What foulc disgrace is (his 
To so faire Ladie, as ye seeme in sight, 

To blot your bcantie, that unblemisht is, 

Witli ho foulc blame as breach of faith once 
plight, 

Or change of love for an}' w'orlds delight ' 
la ought on earth so pretious or dcarc 
As pravse and honour'? Or is ought so bright 
And beautifull as glories beames appeare. 
Whose goodly liglit then Phoebus lanqie doth 
shine more cleare '? 


LXV 

Nithlesse the yron man did still pursew 
That laskiill manv with iinpitied apoyle, 

Ne ceassed not, till all their scattred crew' 

Into the sea he dro\e quite from that soyle. 
The w4iich they troubled bad w'ith great tur- 
movie. 

But Artegall, seeing his crucll deed, 
Comm.'uinded him from slaughter to recoyle. 
And to his voyage gan againe proceed ; 

For that the teniie, appruching fast, required 
s[)eed. 


CANTO ZII. 

Artegall doth Sir Burbon aide, 

And blames for changing shield : i 
He w’lth the great Grantorto fights, 
And »aietli liim in field. 


O SACHED hunger of ambitious riiindes. 

And impotent desire of men to raine ! 

Whom neither dread of God, that devils bindes, 
Nor lawes of men, that common-weales con - 1 
tame, _ [straine, 

Nor bands of nature, that wilde beastes re-j 
Can keepe from outro^ and fmm doing wrong, I 
Where tJicy may hope a kingdome to obtaine : I 


No faith so flrmc, no trust can be so strong, 
No love so lasting then, that may enduren 
long. 

II 

Witnesse may Burbon be; whom all the 
bands 

Which may a Knight assure had surely bound, 
Untill t he love of Lordshi|i and of lands 
Made him become most faithless and unsound : 
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And witnesae be Gerioneo found, 

Who for like cause faire Bclgb did opprease, 
And right and wrong most cruelly confound : 
And so be now Grautorto, who no lease 
Then all the rest burst out to all outragious- 
nesse. 


Gainst whom Sir Artcgall, long having since 
Taken in hand th’ exploit, (being theretoo 
Appointed by that iniglitie Faerie Prince, 
Great Gloriane, that Tyrant to fordoo,) 
Through other great adventures hctliertoo 
Tlad it forslackt: Ihitnow time drawing iiy 
To him assynd her high beheoi^t to doo, 

T(» the aca-ahore he gaii his way a]iply, 

To weete if ship[iiiig readie ho mote there 
descry. • 

IV 

Tho when they came to the sea coast they 
found 

A ship all readie (ns good fortune fell) 

To put to sea, witii whom they dkl iHiinjanind 
To passe them over where them list to tell. 
The winde and weather served them so well, 
That in one day they with the coast did fall ; 
Whereas they readie found, them to repidl, 
Gn^at liostcs of men in order inartiall, 

Which them forbad to laud, and footing did 
forstall. 

V 

But natheuiore would they from laiidreffaine: 
But, when as nigh unto tlie shore they drew 
That foot of man might sound the bottome 
plainc, 


But Talus stemely did upon them set. 

And brusht and battred them without remorse, 
That on the ground he left full many a corse ; 
Ne any able was him to withstand, 

But he them overthrew both man and horse. 
That they lay scattred over all the land, [hand : 
As thicke as doth tlie scede after the sowers 


Till Artcgall him seeing so to rage 
Willd iiim to stay, and signe of trifte did make : 
To which all harkning did a while osswage 
Their forces fiiric, and their tcmir slake ; 

Till he an Ilerauld cald, and to him spake, 
Willing him wend unto the Tyrant streight, 
And tell him that not for such slaughters sake 
lie tliether came, but for to trie the right 
Of lay re Ireuacs cause with him in single hght: 


And willed him for to rcclayme with speed 
His scattred people, ere they all were slaiiie. 
And time and place convenient to arecd. 

In w'hich they two the combat might darrainc. 
W^hich message wlieii grautorto heard, full 
• fay ne • 

And glad he was the slaughter so to stay ; 
And pointed for the combat twixt them tnayne 
The morrow next, ne gave him longer day : 

So sounded the retraite, and drew his iblku 
away. 

X 

That night Sir Artcgall did cause his tent 
Then* to be pitched on the open plaine ; 

For he had given streight commaundement 
That none should ilare him once to entcrtaiiie; 


Talus into the sea did fortli isM'w riiim threw , i *. i i ..i i. 1 1 

Thougli (lartH from shore and Stines thov 

And nradmK through the waves with stedfast ' Mri^Irena, whom they loverl dearer 


sway. 


''f''!lIoall?£?i 5 sdidpurvaywhiehforVtam'S 


VI 


Tlie whyles Sir Artcgall with that old knight 
Did forth descend, there being none them nearc, 
And forward marched to a towiie in sight. 

By tliis camt* tydings to the 
By tliose which carst did fly away for fearc, 
Of their arrival : wherewith troubled sore 
ITe all liis forces streight to him did rearc. 
And forth issuing with his scouts afore, 

Meant them to have encuuutred ere they left 
the shore : 

VII 

But ere he marched farre he with them met. 
And fiercely charged them with all his force : 


The morrow next, that was the dismall day 
Ap])oiiitedJbr Irenas death before, 

So soone as it did to the world display 
lIi^ chearefull face, and light to men restore. 
The heavy Mayd, to wliom none tydings bore 
Of Artegals arry vail her to free, 
l^ookt up with eyes full sad and hart full sore, 
Weening her lifes lost howrc then ucarc tobce, 
Sith no redemption nigh she did nor hcarc nor 
sec. 

XII 

Then up she rose, and on her selfe did dight 
Most squalid garments, lit for such a day; 

A a2 
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And with dull countenance and with doleful 
spright 

She forth was brought in sorrowfull disma}' 
For to receive the doomc of her decay : 

But comming to the place, and finding there 
Sir Artegall, in battailous array 
Wayting his foe, it did her dead hart cheare, 
And new life to her lent in midst of deadly 
feare. 

XIII 

Like as a tehder Rose in open plaine, 

That with untimely drought nigh withered was, 
And hung the head, soone as few dnips of raine 
Thereon distill and deaw her daintie face. 

Gins to lookc up, and with fresh wonted grace 
Disprcds the gforie of her leaves gay ; 

Such was Irenas countenance, such her case, 
When Artegall she saw in that array. 

There wa^-ting for the Tyrant till it was farre 
day. 

MV 

Who came at length with proud presump- 
teous gate 

Into the field, us if he fearelesse were, 

All armed in a cote of^'n.n plate * 

Of great defence to ward the deadly feare ; 
And on his head a stcclc-cap he did weare 
Of colour rustie-browne, but sure and strong ; 
And in his hand an huge Polaxe did beare. 
Whose Btenle was yron-studded, but not long. 
With which he wont to fight to justifie his 
wrong : 

XV 

Of stature huge and hideous he w'as, 

Like to a Giant for his monstrous hight, 

And did in strength most sorts of men surpas, 
Ne ever any found his match in might ; 
Thereto he hud great skill in single fight : 

His face was ug)y and his countenance steme. 
That could have frayd one with the vei^^ sight, 
And gaped like a gulfe when he did geme ; 
That whether manor monster one could scarse 
discerne. 


Soone as he did within the listes appcarc. 
With dreadfull looke he Artegall beheld, 

As if he would have daunted him with feare ; 
And, grinning griesly, did against him weld 
His deadly weapon which in hand he held: 
But th’ Elfin swayne, that oft had secne like 
sight, 

Was with his ghastly count’nance nothing 
queld ; 

But gan him streight to buckle to the fight. 
And cast his shield about to be in readie 
plight 


XVII 

The trompets sound, and they together goe 
With dreadfull terror and with fell intent ; 
And their huge strokes full daungerously be- 
stow. 

To doe must dammage where as most they ment 
But with such force and furie violent 
The Tyrant thundred his tliickc blowes so fast. 
That through the yron walles their way they 
Anti even to the vitall parts they past, [rent, 
Ne ought could them endure, but all they cleft 
or brast. 

XVIII 

Which cruell outrage when as Artegall 
Did well avi/.e| thenceforth with warie heed 
He shund his strokes, where ever they did fall. 
And way did give unto their gracelessc speed : 
As when a skilfull Marnner doth reed 
A storme approching that doth pcrill threat. 
He will not bide the daunger of such dread. 
But strikes his sayles, and vereth his main- 
sheat, [beat. 

And lends unto it leave the emptie ay re to 


So did the Faerie knight himselfe abeare, 

I And stouped oft his head from shame to shield : 
I No shame to stoupe, ones head more high to 
reare •, 

■And, much to gaine, a litle for to yield : 

So stoutest knights doen oftentimes in field, 
j But sftll the tyrant sterncly at him layd, 

{And did his yron axe so nimbly wield, 
i That many wounds into his flesh it made. 

And with his burdenous blowes him sore did 
ovcrlade. 

XX 

Yet when as fit advantage he did spy, 

The whiles the cursed felon high did reare 
His/:ruell hand to smite him mortally. 

Under his stroke he ti) him stepping neare 
Right in the flunke him strooke with deadly 
• drearc, 

That the gore-bloud thence gushing grievously 
Did underneath him like a pond appeare. 

And all his armour did with purple dye : 
Thereat he brayed loud, and yelled dreadfully. 


Yet tlie huge stroke, which he before intended, 
Kept on his course as he did it direct, 

And with such monstrous poise odowne des- 
cended, [protect; 

That s^med nought could him from death 
But he it well did ward with- wise respect. 
And twixthim and the blow his shield did cast, 
Which thereon seizing tooke no groat effect; 
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But, byting deepe therein did sticke so fast 
That by no meanes it backe againe he forth 
could wiast. 


XXII 


Long while he tug'd and strove to get it out, 
And all his powrc applyed thereunto, 

That he therewith the knight drew all about 
Nathlesse, for all that ever he could doe, 

His axe he could not from his shield undoe; 
Which Artegall perceiving strookc no more, 
But loosing soone his shiidd did it forgoe ; 

And, whiles he combred was therewith so sore, 
Ilcgan at him let drive more hcrcely then 
afore. 

XXIII 

So well he him pursew'd, that at the last 
He stroke him with Chrysaor on the hed, 

That witli the souse thereof full sftre aghast 
He staggered to and fro in doubtfull sled. 
Againe, whiles he him saw so ill bested, 

He did him smite with all his might and 
maine. 

That, falling on his mother earth he fed : 
Whom when he saw prostrated ofi the plainc. 
lie lightly reft his head to ease him of his 
paine. 

XXIV 

Which when the people round about him 
saw, 

They shouted all for joy of his successe, 

Glad to be ([uit from tliat proud Tyrants awe, 
Which with strong powre did them long time 
oppresse ; 

And, runiung all with greedie joyfulnesse 
To faire Irena, at her feet did fall, 

And her adored with due humblcnesse 
As their true Liege and Pnneesse iiaturall; 
And eke her champions glorie sounded over- 
all. 

XXV 

Who streighther leading Avith meete majestic 
Unto the pallace where tlicir kings did rayne. 
Did her therein establish peaceablie, • 
And to her kingdomes sent restore agayne : 
And all such persons, as did late maintaync 
That Tyrants part with close or open ayde, 

He sorely punished with heaA'ie paytie ; 

That in short space, whiles there with her he 
stayd, \ obayd. 

Not one was left that durst her once have dis- 

XXVI 

During which time that he did there remayne, 
His studie was true Justice how to dealc. 

And day and night employ’d his busie painc 
How to reforme that ragged common-weale : 


And that same yron man, Avhich could rcvcale 
All hidden crimes, through all that realmc he 
sent 

To search out those tliat nsd to rob and stealc. 
Or did rebell gainst lawfull government ; 

On whom he did inflict most grievous punish- 
ment. 

XXVII 

But, ere he coulde reforme it thoroughly, 

He through occasion called was away 
To Faerie Court, that of necessity 
His course of Justice he was forst to stay. 

And Talus to revoke from the right way 
In which he was that Ttealme for to redresse : 
But envies cloud still dimmeth vertues ray. 
So, having freed Irena from distresse, 

He toukc his leave of her thci% left in hcavi- 
nesse. 


Tho, as he backe returned from that land, 

And there arriv’d againe whence forth he set, 
He had not passed farre upon the strand. 
When as tAvo old ill favour’d Hags he met. 

By the Ai'ay side being together set ; 

Two griesly creatures : and, to that their faces 
Mostsfoule and flltkie* were, their garments 
yet. 

Being all rag’d and tatter’d, their disgraces 
Did much the more augment, and made most 
ugly cases. 

XXIX 

The one of them, that elder did appeare. 

With her dull eyes did sceme to looke askew. 
That her mis-shupe much helpt; andherfoule 
heare 

Hung loose and loathsomely : Thereto her hew 
Was wan and Icane, that all her teeth arcAv, 
And all her bones might through her cheekes 
be red : 

Her lips Avere, like raw lcthe% pale and blew; 
And as she spake therewith she slavered'^ 

Vet spake she seldom, but thought more the 
lesse she sed. 

XXX 

Her hands were foiile and durtic, never 
Avasht 

I II all hei*lifc, with long naylcs oA'cr-raught, 
Like puttocks clawes ; Ai'ith* th’ one of which 
she scracht 

Her cursed head, although it itched naught : 
'Fhe other held a snake witli venime fraught, 
On which she fetl and gnawed hungrily, 

As if that long she had not eaten ought ; 

That round about hedt jawes one might descir 
'I'he bloudie gore and poyson dropping loth- 
somely. 
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XXXI 

Her name was Envie, knowcn well thereby. 
Whose nature is to grieve and grudge at all 
That ever she sees doeu praj's-worthily ; 
Whose sight to her is greatest crossc may fall. 
And vexeth so that makes her eat her gall ; 
For, when she wanteth other thing to oat. 

She fecdcs on her ownc maw unnaturall, 

And of her owne foule entraylcs makes her 
meat; 

Meat fit for such a monsters monsteroiis dycat : 

XXXII 

And if she hapt of any good to hcare, 

That had to any happily betid. 

Then would she inly fret, and grieve, and 
toarc ^ 

Her flesh for felncsse, which she inward hid: 
But if she heard of ill that any did, 

Or hanne that any had, tlieii would she make 
tlreatcboare. like one unto a banquet bid, 

And in anotlicrs losse great pleasure take, 

As she ha<l got thereby and gayned a great 
stake. 

XXXllI 

The other nothing bq^h'r was then shec, 
Agreeing in bad will arnf cancred kynd f 
But in bad maiicr they did disagree. 

For what so Envie good or bad did fynd 
She did conccalc, and murder her oivne 
mynd; 

But this, wliat ever cvill she conceived. 

Did spied abroad and throw in th’ open 
wjTid : 

Yet this in all her words might be perceived, 
That all she sought was mens good name to 
have bereaved. 

XXXIV 

For, whatsoever good by Jiny sayd 
Or doen she h^rd, she would streightwayes 
invent 

IIow to deprave or slaunderously upbrayd, 

Or to misconstrue of a mans int^t. 

And tume to ill tlic thing that well was 
nient • 

Therefore she used often to resort 
To common haunts, and companies Treqiient, 
To hearke what any one did good report, 

To blot the same* with blame, or wrest in 
wicked sort. 

XXXV 

And if that anv ill she heard of any. 

She would it eeke, and make much worse by 
telling, 

And take great joy to publish it to many. 
That ever}' matter wone was ibr her mclling : 


Her name was hight Detraction, and her 
dwelling 

Was neare to Envie, even her neighbour next; 
A wicked hag, and Envy selfe excelling 
In mischiefe ; for her selfe she onely vext. 

But this same both her selfe and others eke 
perxdext. 

XXXVI * 

Her face was ugly, and her mouth distort. 
Foming with poyson rouiul aboiil her gils, 

In which her cursed tongue, full sliarpe and 
sliort. 

Appear’d like Aspis sting that closely kils, 

Or cruelly does uotind wlu)m so she wils : 

A distalle in iier other hanrl she had. 

Upon the whioii she litlc s]>innes. but spils ; 
And faynes to weave false talcs and leasings bad. 
To throw amongst the good which others had 
dispriffl. 

\'\XVI1 

These two now had themselves comhynd in 
one, 

And linckt together gainst Sir Artegall : 

For whom tlfiey wayied as his mortall fone, 
How they might make him into mischiefe 
(all, 

For freeing from their snares Irena thrall : 
Besides, unto themselves they gotten had 
A monster, which the Blatant Beast men 
call, 

A dreadfull feend. of gods and men ydrad. 
Whom they by slighl^s allur’d, and to their 
•purpose lad. 

XXXVIII 

Such were these Hags, and so unhandsome 
drest : 

Who when they nigh approching had espyde 
Sir Artegall, return’d from his late quest, 
They lioth arose, and at him loudly cryde, 

As it had bene two shcfiheards curres had 
* Hcrydc | (lockes : 

A ravenous Wolfe amongst the scattered 
Anjl Envie first, as she that first him oyde, 
'Jbwardeshim runs, .and, ivith rude llanng lockes 
About her cares, docs lieat her hresi and for- 
hcad knockes. 

XAXIX 

Then from her mouth the gobbet she does 
take, 

^e which whyleare she was so greedily 
Devouring, even that halfc-gnawen snake. 
And at him throwes it most despightfiilly : 

cursed Serpent, though she hungrily 
Earst chawd thereon, yet was not all so dead 
But that some life remayned secretly ; 
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And, os he past afurc withouteii dread, 

Bit him behind, that long the marke was to 
be read. 

XL 

Then tir other comining neare gan him re- 
vile, 

And fouly raylc with all she could invent; 
Saying that he had, with unmanly guile 
And foiile abusion, both his honour blent, 

And that bright sword, the sword of Justice 
Had stayned with reprochfiill cruoltie [lent, 

I n guiltle.sse blood of many an innocent : 

As for Graiidtortu, him with treacheric 
And traynes having surpriz'd, he fouly did 
to die. 

XLI , 

Thereto the Blatant Beast, by them set on, 

At him began aloud to barke and bay 
With bitter rage and tell contciftiou, [way, 
'I'liat all the i\oods and rockes nigh to that 
Began to tpiake and tremble with dismay; 
And all the aire rebellowed agame. 

So dreadfully his hundred tongues dnl bray : 
And evermore those hags them lielves did pame 
To sharpen him, and their ownc cursed longs 
did straiiie. 


Xlill 

And still among mostbitter wordcs they spake. 
Most shamefull, most unrighteous, most un- 
trew. 

That they the mildest man alive would make 
Forget his patience, and yceld vengeaunco 
dew 

To her, that so false sclaunders at him threw: 
And more, to make them pierce luid wound 
more dec|)e, Iprew 

She with the sting which in her vile tongue 
Did sharpen them, and in fresh foyson steepc: 
Yet he past on, and seem’d of them to take no 
keepe. 

XMII 

But I'alus, hearing her so lewdly raile. 

And speake so ill of him that^ell deseni'cd. 
Would her have chastiz'd with his yron flailc. 
If her Sir Artegall luul not preserved. 

And him forbidden, who his heast observed: 
So much the more at. him still did she scold, 
And stones did cast ; yet he for nought would 
swerve 

From his right course, but still the way did hold 
To Faerie Court ; wlicre what him fell shall 
else be told. • 
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OONTAYNINO TIIK I.KOKNl) OF SIK CALIDOIIH, COURTE8IK. 

f 


I 

The waies, through which my weary steps I 
In this deliglitfnll land of Faery, [guydc 
Are so exceeding spacious and wyde. 

And sprinckled with such sweet variety 
Of all that pleasant is to eare or eye, [light. 
That 1, nigh ravisht with rare thoughts de- 
My tedious travell doeiorget thereby; 

And, when I gin to feeie heeny <»f might,* 

It strength to me supplies, and chears my 
dulled spright 

11 


*■ IV 

Amongst them all growes not u fayrer 
liowre 

Then is the kloosmc of comely eourtesie ; 
Wliich though it ou a lowly stolkc doe bowre. 
Yet branehetb forth m brave nobilitic, 

And spwsls it selfc through all civilitic ; 

Of which t hough present age doc jilentcous 
seeme, 

Yet, being malcht with plaine Antiquitie, 

Ye will them all but fayned 8howc> esteeme, 
Which earr\ colours faire that feeble cies mis- 
deem e. 


Such sccrett^ comfort and such heavenly 
pleasures, 

Ve sacred imps, that on Pamasso dwell. 

And there the keeping have of learnings 
ihreasures 

Which doe all worldly riches farre excell. 

Into the mindes of mortall men doc well, 

And goodly fury into them infuse, 

Guyde ye *my fooling, and conduct me wdl i 
In these strange^waies where never footc did 
use^ [the Muse, 

l^e none can find but who was taught them by 

HI 

Revele to me the sacred noursery 
Of vertue, which with you doth there re- 
maine, •• 

Where it in silver bowre does hidden ly 
From view of men, and wicked worlds dis- 
daine ; 

Since it at first was by the Gods with paine 
Planted in earth, being derived at furst 
From heaveidv seedes of bounty soveraine. 

And by tliem long with carefull labour nurst, 
Till it to ripenesse grew, and forth to honour 
* burst. 


V 

But, iu the triall of true curtesie, 

Its now so farre from that which then it was. 
That it indeed is nought but forgeric. 
Fashion’d to please the cies of them that pas. 
Which see not perfect things but m a glas : 
Y^et is that glassc so gay. that it can blynd 
The wisest sight to thinkc gold that is liras ; 
But vertues seat is deepc within the mynd, 
And not in out>i'ard shows, but inward thoughts 
' defynd. 

VI 

Bid where shall I in all Anticpiity 
Jaire a patterne finde, where may be scene 
The goodly praise of Princely curtesie, 

As in your sclfe, O soveraine Lady Qucenc? 
In whose pure minde, as in a mirrour sheene, 
It showes, and with her brightnessc dotli in- 
flame 

The eyes of all which thereon fixed beene. 

But meriteth indeede an higher name : 

Yet so from low to high uplifted is your fame. 

VI i 

Then pardon me, most dreaded Soveraine, 
That from your selfe I doe this vertue bring, 
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And to your selfe doe it returne againe. 

So from the Ocean all riven spring. 

And tribute backe repay as to their King : 
liight so from you all goodly vertucs well 


Into the rest which round about you ring, 
Faire Lords and Ladies which about you dwell, 
Anddoeadorne your Court where courtesies 
cxcelL 


CANTO I. 

Calidorc saves from MalcfTort 
A Oamzell used vyldc : 

Doth vanquish Crudnr ; and doth niako 
Bnaiia wexc more myldc. 


I When Calidore 
I Knight 

' Of all this day on ground that breatlicn living 
I spright ! ' 

I ‘ V 

1 ‘ Now tell, if please you, oi the good successe 
. Which ye have had in your late enterprize.* 


thus lirst . ‘ Haile, noblest 

Of Court, it scemes, men Courtesie doc call, 

For that it there most useth to abound ; 

And well bescemeth that in Princes hall 
That vertue should be plcntifullytfound. 

Which of all goodly manners is the ground. 

And mote of civill conversation : 

Kight so in Faciy court it did redound, [ won ' To wTho*" Artegall gan "to expresHc" 

Where curteoiis Knights and Ladies most dnl nig whole cxploitc and valorous emprize, 

Of all on earth, and made a matehlessc para- onlor as it did to him arize. 

* , ‘ Now, happy man,’ (sayd then Sir Calidore) 

” j ‘ Which have, so goodly as ye can devize, 

But mongst them all was none more.courieous Atchiev’d so hard a as feiv before ; 
Then Calidore, beloved over-all, f Knight That shall you most renowmed make for ever- 
In whom, it seeincs, that gentlenesse of spright | more. 

And manners mvlde were planted naturall ; vi 

To which lie adainB oorndy guizcwitliall • But where vo ended have, now I begin 

And gracioua epeach, did steale mens liearti.,T„ tread an endlesse trace, withouten guvde 

NathletrSi'ereto he waa Ml atom and tall, 

And well appmv’d in batteilous affray, 

!_• V ■!_ 1 r-- 1.!^ 


That him did much renowmc, and far his fame 
display. 

Ill 

Nc was there Knight nc was there Lady 
found 

In Faery court, but him did deare embmee 
For his faire usage and conditions sound,. 

The which in all 'mens liking gayued place. 


Or how to issue forth in waies untryde, 

In |)crils strange, in labours long and wide-, 

In W'liich although good Fortune me befall, 
Yet shall it not by none be testifyde.’ 

‘ What Ls that ()uest,’ (quoth then Sir Artogall) 
‘That you into such penis presently dotli c^lV’ 

VII , 

‘ The Blattant Beast ’ (quoth he) ‘ I doe piusew. 
And through the world incessantly doe chase. 


And with the greatest purchast greatest grace : 

vvhiM. ho oonhi wJaoui „«o onH won nnnt% . ™ ^ Overtake, or else subdew 


Which he could wisely use, and well apply. 
To please the liest, anil th’ evill to embasc ; 
For he loatlid leasing and base flatter^-. 

And loved simple truth and stedfast honesty. 


And now he was in travcll on his way, 

Uppon an hanl adventure sore bestad,* I 
'Whenas by chaunoe he met uppon -a day 
With Artegall, returning yet hulfe sad * 

From his late conquest which he ^tten had : 
Who whenas each of other had a sight, 

They knew them selves, and both their per- 
sons rad ; 


I Yet know Pnot or how, or in what place 
I To find him out, yet still I forw-ard trace.’ 
W^hat is that Blattant Beast? ’ (then he re- 
plkie.) 

It is a Monster bred of helli-she race,’ 
j ('riien answered he) ‘ which often hath annoyd 
(lood Knights and Ladies true, and many else 
destroyd, 

VIII 

‘ Of Cerberus whilome he was begot 
And fell Chimgera, in her darkesome den, 
Thmugh fowle commixture of his filthy blot ; 
Where he was fostred lung in Stygian'fen, 
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Till he to perfect npoiiesKc f?rcw ; and then 
Into thb wicked world he forth was sent 
To be the plague and scourge of wretched men, 
Whom with vile tongue and veneinoua intent 
He sore doth wound, and bite, and cruelly tor- 
ment.’ 


IX 

‘ Then, since the salvage Island I did leave,* 
Sayd Arlegall. ‘ 1 such u lieast did see, 

The which did seeme a thousand tongues to 
have, 

That all in si, right and malice did agree ; 

With w hich he bayd .and loudly barkt at mee, 
As if that he attonee would me devoure : 

Hut 1, that knew my selfe from penll free, 

Did nought regard his malice nor his powre ; 
Ihit lie the nnrie his wicked poyson forth did 
poure.’ 


‘ 'I'iiat surely is ihsit llcast ’ (saide Calidore) 

‘ Which 1 pursue, of whom J am right gl;«l 
'I’o heare these tidings, Avhieh of none afore 
I’hrough all my weary iravell I have had ; 

Yet now some hope your wonls unto me add.’ 

‘ Now God you speed,’ (ouoth then tSir Artc- 
gall) ^ f 

‘And keepc your body from the daungerdrad, 
For ye have much adoe to deale withall.’ 

So both tooke goodly leave, and parted severall. 


XI 

Sir Calidore theiice travelled not long, 

Wlieu as by ehauiice a comely .Squire he found, 
That thorough some more mighty enemies 
wrong 

Both baud and foole unto a tree was bound ; 
Who, seeing him from farre, ^\i(,h piteous 
sound 

Of his shrill cries him called to his aide : 

To whom approching, iii that painefull stound 
When he him s^v, for no demaunds he staide. 
But first him losde, and afterwards tiius to him 
saide. 


MI 

‘Unhappy Srpiire! what hard mishap thee 
Into this bay of penll ai.d disgrace ? f brought 
What cruel! hand thy wretched Miruldomc 
wrought, 

And thee captyved in this shamefiill place ? ’ 
To whom he answered thus : ‘ My haple»se 
case 

Is not occasiond through my misdesort, 

But through misfortune, w'hieh did me abase 
Unto this shams, and my young hope subvert, 
Ere that 1 in her guilefull traiiics was well 
expert. 


XIII 

‘Not farre from hence, igipon 3 ^ond rocky hill, 
ILml bj' a streight, there stands a castle strong, 
Which'doth observe a customc lewd and ill, 
And it lialli long mayiitaind with mighty 
wrong : 

For may no Knight nor Lady passe along , 
'J’hat way, (and y^et they needs must passe 
that way, 

Bv reason of the streiglit, and rocks among) 
But they that Ladies lockes doe shave awaj”, 
And that knights herd, for toll which they for 
passage pay.’ 

XIV 

‘ A shamefiill use as ever I did heare,’ 

Sayd Calidoref ‘and to be overlhrow'iie. 

Blit by what meanes did they at first it reare, 
And for what cause? tell, if thou have it 
kiiowiie.’ [owne 

Sayd fhcii that Siiuire; ‘I’lie Lady, which doth 
This (!asUe, is hv name Bnana bight. 

'I’hen which a prouder Lady livetli none: 

She long time hath deare lov’d a doughty 
Kniglft, [she might. 

And sought to win his lo\c by all the ineancs 

XV 

‘Ilia name is Crudor; who, through high dis- 
dame 

And proud ilespight of his selfe-pleasingmynd, 
j Refused hath to j’^eeld Jier love uguiiio, 

! Uni ill a Mantle she for him doe fyiid [ lynd : 
W’ilh beards of Knights and locks of Ladies 
Whicti to provide she hath this Castle dight, 
And therein hath a Soiicschall assyiid, 

Cald Maleffort, a man of mickle mighk 
V/ho executes her wricked wrill writh worse de- 
spight. 

XVI 

‘ Tie, this same day, as I (hat w'ay did come 
I With a laire Diiiir/.ell. mv beloved dearc. 

In e\ecution of her law lease doome 
Did set nppon us Hying both for feare ; 

For little liootes against him hand to rearc. 
Mif first he tooke imhahle to writhstond. 

And whiles lie her pursued e\ cry where, 

Till his returne, unto this tree he houd ; 
Newotc I surely whether her he yet have fond.’ 

xvii 

Thus w'liiles thej' spake they heard a rucfull 
shneke [ghest 

Of one loud ei^riiig, which they stnrightw'iij' 
That it was she the Avhieh for helpe did seeke. 
Tho, looking up nnlo the cry to lest, [ unblcst 
They saw that (’arlc from farre, with hand 
I-Iayling that iiiaydeii hy the yellow heare. 
That all her garments from her snowy brest. 
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And from her head her lockes Vie nigh did tcarc, 
Ne would ho spare for pitty, nor refrainc for 
fcare. 

XVIII 

Which haynous sight when Calidore beheld, 
Kftsoones he loosd that Squire, and so him lolt 
WitVi hearts dismay and inward dolour qiield, 
For to pursue that villaino, which had reft 
That piteous spoile by so injurious theft; 
Whom overtaking, loudc to him he cryde : 


Ilis hojie of refuge useil to rcmuiiic : 

Whom Calidore perceiving fast to flie, 

He him pursu’d andchaced through the plaine, 
That he for dread of death loude to crie 
Unto the ward to open to him hastilie. 

XXIII 

They, from the wall liim seeing so agliast, 

I The gate soonc opened to receive him in ; 
i But Culidorii did lollow him so fast. 

That even in the I’orcb he him did win. 


Leave, faytor, ciuickcly that misgottcn weft And cleft his head asunder to his chin 


To him that bath it better justify dc. 


j The carkasse tumbling dov ne within the (lore 


And tumc tliee soonc to him of wliom thou art|i),a choke the entraunce with a luini.e ..1 


{That it could not be sliut; wbilest ('alidore 
I Did enter in, and slew the I'oiter on the tiorc. 


With that the rest the which the Castle kept 
Aliout him doekt. and bard at him did lay; 
Bui be tliein all Irom him full lightly swept, 
As doth a St(‘nn‘. in h(‘al ol sominers day, 
Wilb bis long taile thebr\/,es brush an ay. 
'J'bemv passing forth into the ball be came, 
Where of tVie Lady selfe in sad dismay 
He was ymett, nho nith uncomely shame 
Gan hnn salute, an(ll(>^vlc upbra^dnitb faulty 
• blame. 


defyde. 

XIX j 

Who, hearkning to that voic^, him selfe up- 
reard, | 

And seeing him so fiercely towaades make. 

Against him stoutly ran, as nought afeard, 

But lather moiv eiirtig’d for those nonls sake ; 

And with st(‘me count’naiincc thus unto him 
sjiake : 

‘Art thou the caytive that delN'OSt meV 
And for this Mayd, whose party tflou uoest take, 

Wilt give thy heard, though it Imf little beeV 
Tet sViall it not her lockes for raunsomefro me 
free.’ 

With that he fiercely at him flew, and layd ’’ 

OuViideomH strokes with most importune might,' scorne of armes. that hast with guiltv hand 
lhat o(t he made him stagger as uns ayd, Ui„rdred mv men, and slaine mv bciiescball, 
And oft recuilc to shunne his Sharpe dfiP^d'- Now comest thou to rob mv bouse unmand, 
But Calidore, that was well skilcl in light, 

Him long forbore, and still Ins spinte spar d, stand V 

in wMte how him ho damadgo might ; yet.ioubtthoanot.butthatsome hotter Knight 
But when he felt him shniikc, and come tl.ou, lhat ahall tliy treaiam understand, 

ward, Will it avenge, and pay thee with thv right; 

He greater grew, and gan to drive at him wore; A„dif none do, yet shame shal thee with shame 

reipiigbt.’ 

XXVI • 

Much was the Knight {ibasbed at that w'ord 
I Yet answer’d thus: ‘Kot unto me the shame, 
i But to the sliaiiiefull doer it afford. 

Bloud is no blemish, for it is no blame 
’'To punish those that doe deserve the same ; 
But they that breake bands of civililie. 

And wicked eustomes make, those doc defame 
Both noble annes and gentle curtcsie. 

No greater shame to man then iiihumanitie. 


Like as a watcr-stroame.w hose swelling bourse 
Sliall drive a Mill, w'ithiii strong hancks is pent. 
And long restrayned of his naidy course, ^ 

So soone as passage is unto him lent, 

Breakes forth, and makes liis w'ay more violent 
Such was the furj' ol Sir (kdidorc : 

When once he felt his foeinan to relent, 

He liercicly him pursu’d, and jiresscd sore; 
Who as he still decavd so he cncrcused more. 


XXII 

The heavy burden of whose drcadfnll might 
WHienaa the Carle no longer could sustaiiie, 
liis heart gan faint, and streight he tooke his 
flight 

Toward the Castic, where, if need constraine, 


xxvii 

‘ Then doe your selfe, for dread of shame, for- 
goe 

This cvill manner which ye here muintaiiie, 
And doe instead Uiereof mild curt’sie showe 
To all that passe : That shall you glory gainc 
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Moie then his love, which thus ye sccke t’ ob- 
taine.' 

Wherewith all full of wrath she thus replvde : 
* Yile recreant I know that 1 doe much disdaine 
Thy courteous lore, that doest my love deride, 
Who scornes thy ydle scoffe, and bids thee be 
defyde.’ 

XXVIII 

* To take dehaunce at a Ladies word 
(Quoth ho) ‘ 1 hold it no indi^ity ; 

But were he^ere, that would it with his sword 
Abctt, perhaps he mote it deare aby.* 

‘ Cowherd ! ’ (quoth she) ‘ were not that thou 
wouldst fly 

Ere he doe come, he should be soone in place.’ 
‘ If I doe so,’ (^yd he) ‘ then liberty 
I leave to you Tor aj’e me to disgrace 
With all those shames, that erst ye spake me 
to deface.’ 

XXIX 

With that a Dwarfc she cald to her in hast, 
And taking from her hand a ring of gould, 

A privy token which betweene them past, 

Bail him to flie with all the speed he could 
To Crudor ; and desire him that he would 
Vouchsafe to rcskue her tigainst a Knight, 
Who through strong powre had now her self 
in hould, 

Having late slaine her Scncschall in fight. 
And idl her people murdred with outragious 
might : 

XXX 

The Dwarfe his way did hast, and went all 
night ; 

But Calidore did with her there nbyde 
The comming of that so much ' threatned 
Knight; [pryde 

Where that discourteous Dame with scornful] 
And fowle entreaty him indigniiyde, 

'ITiat yron hcar^t hardly could sustaine : 

Yet he, that could his wratii full w'isely guyde. 
Did well endure her womanish disdaine, 

And did him selfe from fraile impatience re- 
fraine. 


XXXI 

The morrow next, before the lampe of light 
Above the earth upreard his flaming head. 
The Dwarfe, which bore that message to her 
knight, [bread 

Brought aunswere backe, that ere he tasted 
He would her succour, and alive or dead 
Her foe deliver up into her hand : 

Ther^ore he wild her doe away all dread ; 
And, that of him she mote assured stand, 

He sent to her his oasenet as a faithfull 
' band. 


XXXll 

Thereof full blyth the Lady streight became, 
And gan t’ augment her bittemesse much 
more; 

Yet no whit more appalled for the same, 

Ne ought dismayed was Sir Calidore, 

But rather did more chcarcfull seeme there-} 
fore : ^ 

And having soone his armes about him dight. 
Did issue forth to mectc his foe afore ; 

Where long he stayed not, when as a Knight 
He spide come pricking on with all his powre 
and might. 

XXXIII 

Well wcend hp streight that he should be the 
same 

Which tooke in hand her quarrel! to maintaiiic ; 
Ne stayd to iske if it were lie by iiniiic. 

But coucht his speare, and ran at him amaine. 
'ITiey bene ymett in middeat of the plaine 
With so fell fury and dispiteous forse. 

That neither colild the others stroke sustaine, 
But rudely {owld to ground, both man and 
horse, 

Neither of other taking pitty nor remorse. 

XXXIV 

But Calidore uprose againc full light, 

Whiles yet his foe lay fast in sencclesse swouiul ; 
Vet would he not him hurt although he might ; 
For shame he weend a sleeping wightto wound. 
But n^ien Briana saw that drery stound. 

There where she stood uppon the Castle wall, 
She deem’d him sure to have bene dead on 
ground ; 

Anu made such pil/eous mourning therewithal!. 
That from the battlements she ready seem'd 
to faU. 

XXXV 

Nathlesse at length him selfe he did uprcarc 
In liTstlessc wise; as if against his will, 

Ere he had slept his fill, he wakened were. 
And gan to stretch his limbs ; which feeling ill 
Of nis late fall, awhile he rested still ; 

But, ivhen lie saw his foe before in vew, 

He shooke off luskishnesso ; and courage chill 
Kindling afresh, gan battcll to renew, [ensew. 
To prove if betterfootethen horsebacke would 

AXXVI 

There then began a fearefull crucll frav 
Betwixt them two for maystery of might ; 

For both were wondrous practickc in that play 
And passing well expert in single fight, 

And both inflam’d with furious despight; 
i^ich as it still encreost, so still increast 
Their cruell strokes and terrible affright; 
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Ne once for ruth their rigour they releast, 

Ne once to breath awhile their angers temp^t 
ceast. 

xxxvii 

Thus long they trac’d and travcrst to and fro. 


However strong and fortunate in fight, 

Then the rcpnash of pride and cruelnessc. 

In vaine he seeketh others to suppresso, 

Who hath not leamd him selfe first to subdew: 
All flesh is frayle and full of ficklenesse, 


And trvde all waies how each mote entrance SubjexJt to fortunes chance, still chaunging new: 

^ « l\A7l«n^ liAwa /low 4/^ wtA #/\ nn/VMi/vu.- vmovp fi-k 


make 

Into the life of his malignant foe : [brake. 

They hew’d their helmes, and plates asunder 
As they had potshares bene ; for nought mote 
slake 

Their greedy vengeaunces but goary blouu, 
That at the last like to a puqde lake 
Of bloudy gore congeal'd about them stood. 
Which from their riven sides f^rth gushed like 
a flood. 

XXXVllI 

At lentil it chaunst that both Ifieir hand<( on 
hie [loight, 

At once did heave with all their powre and 
Thinking the utmost of their force to trie. 

And prove the final 1 fortune of the fight ; 

But Calidore, that wa«i more qujpkc of sight 
And nimbler handed then his enemic, 
Prevented liim before his stroke could light, 
And on the helmet smote him form^rlie. 

That made him stoupe to ground with meeke 
liumilitie : 

XXXIX 

And, ere he could recover footc againc, 

He, follo\> ing that fuire advantage fast, 

His stroke redoubled with such might and 
maine, 

That him upon the ground he groveling cast ; 
And leaping to him light would have unlast 
His Helme, to make unto his vengeance way: 
Who, seeing in hat dauqger he was plast, | 
Clyde out ; ‘ Ah mereie, Sir ! doe me not slay, 
But save my life, which lot before your foot 
dotiriav.’ 

XI. ” 

With that his mortall hand a while he stayd ; 
And, having somewhat calm’d his wrat^full 
heat 

With goodly patience, thus he to him sayd: 

* And is the boast of that proud Ladies threat, 
That menaced me from the field to beat. 

Now brought to this? By this now may ye 
learnc 

Strangers no more so rudely to entreat, 

But put away proud looke and usage steme. 
The which shal nought to you but foule dis- 
honor yeame. 

XLI 

' For nothing is more blamefull to a knight, 
That court’sie doth as well as armes piofesse, 


What haps to day to me to morrow may to 
you. 

XLTI 

Who will not mercic unto others shew, 

How can he mercy ever hope to^ave ? 

To pay each with his owne is right and dew ; 
Yet since ye mereie now doe need to crave, 

I will it graunt, your hopclcsse life to save. 
With these conditions which I will propound : 
First, that ye better shall you^selfe behave 
ITnto all errant knights, whercso on ground ; 
Next, that ye Ladies aydo hi every stead and 
stound.’ 

XMlI 

The wretched man, that all this wliile did 
dwell 

In dread of death, his beasts did gladly heare. 
And promist to performo his precept well. 

And whatsoever else h| would requere. 

So, f/liffring him to rtse, he made him sw'care 
By his owne sword, and by the crosse thereon. 
To take Briana for his loving fere 
Withouten dowTe or composition ; 

But to release his former foule condition. 

XI.IV 

All which accepting, and with faithfull oth 
Bynding himselfe most firmely to obay, 

He up arose, however liefe or loth. 

And swore to him true fealtie for aye. 

Then fortli he cald from sorrowfull dismay 
The sad Briana w'hich all this beheld ; 

Who comming forth yet full of late affray 
Sir Calidore upctieard, and \m her tcld 
All this acconl to which he Crudor had com- 
pdd. 

xi.v 

Wliereof she now more glad then sory earst, 
All overcome with infinite affect 
For his exceeding courtesie, that pcarst 
Her stuHliorne hart with inward deepe effect, 
Before his feet her selfe she did project ; 

And liim adoring as her lives dcarc Lord, 
With all due thankes and dutiful! respect, 

Her selfe acknowledg'd bound for that accord, 
By which he had to her both life and love re- 
Btord. 

* XLVI 

So all returning to the Castle glad. 

Most joyfully she them did enterfadne; 



366 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


[book VI. 


Where goodly glee and feast to theixi she made, 
To show her thank cfull mind and meaning fainc, 
By all the mcanes she mote it best, explaine : 
And, after all, unto Sir Calidore 
She freelj'’ gave that Castle for his paine, 

And her selfe btmnd In him for evermore; 

So wuudroubly now chaung’d from Uiat she was 
afore. 

XLVII 

But Calidore liimselfc would not retaine 


But gave them streight unto that Squin' 
againe, 

Whom from her Seuesuhall he lately freed, 
And to his dainzell, as their rightful! meed 
For recompence of all their fonner wrong. 
There ho remaind with them right well 
' agreed, 

Till of his wounds he wexed hole and strong; 
'And then to his first quest he passed forth 
along. 


Nor land nojtfee for hyre of his good deede, 


CANTO II. 

• 

Calidore sees ^ ouiifj Tristram slay 
A ))ixiiul ilisoonrttKiiis knigbt : 

He makes liim Sqnirc. and ot him loamcs 
Ills state and present plight. 


What vertue is so fitting for a knight, 

Or for a Ladie whom a knight slioiild love. 

As Curtesic; to beare themselves aright 
To all of each degree* as doth behove V 
For whether they he p^ced high above 
Or low b(>neaib, "yet ought they well to Mhow 
Their good ; that none them rightly may re- 
prove 

Of rudeiiosse for not ycelding whiil tluy owe : 
Great skill it is such duties timelv to bestow. 


And them beside a Ladie faire bo saw 
Standing alone on loot in foulc array : 

To A\boin hiwsclle be hastily did draw 
To Aveet the cause of so iirieomcly fray, 

And to dt'part them, if so be he may : 

But, ere In* came in place, that, youth liad kild 
That armed knight, that low on ground he lay : 
Which when he saiv, his hart was inly chihi 
Witli gn>at ama/i‘meiu, and his thought with 
wonder tild. 


Thereto gi*eat helpc dame Nature selfe doth 
lend ; 

For some so goodly gratious are by kind. 

That every action doth them much commend, 
And ill the eyes of men great liking find, 
Which others that have greater skill in mind. 
Though tliey enforce themselves, cannot at- 
taiiie ; • 

For evene thing to Avhich one is inclin’d 
Doth best become and greatest grace dotli 
game : 

Yet praise likewise deserve good thewes euforst 
Mitli ])aiuc. I 

111 j 

That well in courteous Calidore appbares: ^ 
Whose every deed and word, that lie did say, 
Was like enchantment, that through both the 
cares 

And both tlie ey’cs did steale the hart awi^. 
He now againe is on his former avhv 
To follow his first, quest, Avhen as he sfiyde 
A lull young man, from thence not furre a\v^y. 
Fighting on foot, as well he him descryde, 
Agaiiifit an armed knight that did on horsc- 
baeke ryde. 


j Him atedfastly he markt, and saAv to bee 
1 A goodly youth ol amiable grace, 

, Yet but a ‘slender slip, that searse did sec 
Yet scventcencyeares, but tall and faire of face, 
That sure he deem'd him borne of noble race : 
All in a Avoodmans Jacket lie was clad 
Of Lincidne greei e, belayd Aiith silver lace; 
.And on bis bead an hood A\itli aglets sjtrad, 
And by Ids side his bunters home he banging 
* liad. 

VI 

Bqj«kins be Avorc of costliest cordwayne, 
rinckt upon gold, and paled part per‘parf. 

As then the guize was for each gentle swayne; 
In his right band he lield a trembling <lart. 
Whose fellow he before had sent apart ; 

And in his left he held a sliarpe bcirc-s])carc, 
With Avhich he Avont to launch the salvage 
hart 

Of many u Lyon and of niuiiy a Bfiarc, 

That first unto bis hand in chase did hajipen 
neaic. 

VII 

Whom Calidore aAvhilc well having vcwoil 
At length Ix's^iake ; ‘ What mcanes tliis, gentle 
jSwaiiie. 
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Why hath thy hand too bold it aelfe cmbrewed 
In blood of knight, the 'which by tliee is blaiiie, 
B 3 ' thee no knight ; which armes iinpugneth 
plaine ? ’ 

‘ Certes, ' (said ho) ‘ loth wore I to have broken 
The law of armes : yet breake it should againo. 
Kather then let inj' selfe of wight be atrokiMi, 
So long as these two armes were able to bo 
w^rokeii. 

A'lII 

‘ For not I him, as this his Ladie hero 
Maj’ Avilnosse well, did oiler first to Avrong, 

Kc surely thus unarm’d I likely were ; [ strong 
Hut ho me first through pride and puissance 
Assa^'ld, not knowing Avhat to aiypos doth long.' 
‘ 1‘erdic great blaiuo’(thon said Sir Calidore) 

‘ For aimed knight a wight unarm’d to Avroiig : 
But then aread, thou gentle ch}’!^, wherefore 
Betwixt A oil tA\o begun this strife and stcrnc 
uprore.’ 

ix 

‘That shall I, sooth,’ (said he) ‘to you de- 
clare, • 

I, Avhosc imryiier ycaros are yet unfit 
For thing of Aveight or Avorke of greater care, 
Doe s]iend my dayi's and bond my eaaelesse AAut 
'Fo sah'agc ehaee, Arhere 1 thereon maj' hit 
In all this forrest and Avylil Aiooddie raiiio : 
Whore, as this day J AA'asonranngnig it, fslnino, 
I chaunst lomeete this knight, aaIio there Iaps 
Together a\ it h this Ladie, passing on Iheplanie. 


* The knight, as a’o did see. on horsobacke w-as. 
And this liis Ladie (that him ill became) 

On her faire feet bj' his horse side did pas 
Through thicke arid thin, unfit for any Dame : 
Yet not content, more to increase his shame. 
When so she lagged, as she needs mote so, 

He with his Hpoaro,that amis to him great blauio. 
Would tliumpe her forivard and inforce tO gw. 
Weeping to him in A'ainc and making piteous 
woe. 

XI • 

Which when I saA\', as they mo passed by, 
Much A\aa I moved in indignant mind. 

And gan to blame him for such cruelty 
ToAvards a Ladie, Avhoni Avith usage kind 
lie rather should h.avc taken up behind ; 
AVhen'with ho wroth, and full of proud disilaiiio. 
Tooko in fonle sconie that I such fault did find. 
And me in lieu thereof revil’d agaiiie, fjiertaine. 
Threatiiiug to chastize me, us doth t.’a cIia Id 

XII 

‘ Which 1 nolosse disdayning, backc returned 
His scomcfull taunts unto his teeth againc. 


lliat he streightAray with haiightie choler 
burned, ftwaino; 

And with his speare strookc me one stroke or 
Which I, enforst to bcare though to my 
paiiie, ■ 

Cast to reiiuite ; and Avith a slender dart. 
Fellow of this 1 boaro, throwne not in A^aine, 
Strooko him. ns seemeth, underneath the hart. 
That through the wound his spirit sliorth' 
did depart.’ 

XIII • 

Much did Sir Calidore admyre his speaeh 
Tompred so Avell, but more admyr’d the stroke 
That through the maj’les had made so strong 
a breach 

Into his hart, and had so stern^ly wrokc 
Ills Avrath on him that first occasion broke ; 
Yet rested not, but further gan iiupiire 
Of that same Ladie, Avhethcr Avhat he spoke 
Were soothh’^ so, and that th’ unrighteous ire 
Of her OAA'iic knight had given him his owiio 
due liiie V 

XI A' 

Of all AA'hieh AA’hen as she could nought denj”. 
But cleard that striuliiig of th’ imputed 
• blame, • 

SaA'd then Sir Calidore; ‘Nidtlier aaiII I 
Him charge AAdtli guilt, but rather doe quite 
dame : 

For Avliat he spake, for you he spake it, Dame; 
And AAliat he did, he did him selfe to suA'e : 
Against both AA'hieh that kiught Avroiight 
knightlesse shame ; 

For knights and all men this b}^ nature have, 
ToAA'ards all Avomenkind them kindly to be- 
have. 

XA' 

‘But, sith that he is gone irreA'ocable, 
riease it you, Ladie, to us to uread 
What cause could make him ^o dishonourable 
To drive you so on foot, unfit to tread 
And lackey Iia'- him. gainst all womanhead.’ 
‘Certes, Sir knight,’ (saj-^d she) ‘full loth 1 
Avere 

To ravse a lyving blame against the dead ; 
But since it me concernes my selfe to clere, 

1 Avill thc^truth discover as it chaunst A\hyl- 
ere. 

XVI 

‘This day, as he and I together ruade 
Upon our Avay to which Ave Averen bent. 

We chaunst to come foreby a coA'ert glade 
AVithin a wood, w'hcreas a' Ladie gent 
,Satu with a knight in joA^ous jollimcnt 
Of their franke loves, ireo from all geoloua 
spyes. 

Faire avus tlie Ladie, sure, that mote content 
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An hart not carried with too curious eyes, 
And unto him did shew' all lovely courtesyes. 


‘ Whom when my knight did see so lovely 
faire, 

He inly gan her lover to envj', 

And wish that he part of his spo 3 'le might 
share : 

Whereto when as my presence he did spy 
To be a let, I.e bad me by and by 
For to alight : but when as I was loth 
My loves owne part to leave so suddenly. 

He with strong hand downe from his steed me 
throw’th 
And with 


XXI 

But, wrlien as her he by no meanes could 
find, 

After long search and chanff he turned backe 
Unto the place where me he left behiud : 
There gan he me to curse anil ban, for lacke| 
Of that faire bootie, and witii hitter wTacko 
To wreakc on me the guilt of his ownew'rong: 
Of all which I yet gl^ to bcarc the packe 
Strove to appease him, and jierswaded long ; 
But still his passion greiv more violent and 
strong. 

xxn 

‘ Then, as it were t* avenge his ivratli on nice, 
When forw'ard*we should fare he fiat refused 


(«»«.« young n.a„ did 


• Unarm'd all was the knight, as then more 
meete 

For Ladies service, and for loves delight, 
Then fearing an.v fbemari there to meete : 
Whereof he taking odde^s, streight bids, him 
dight 

Himselfe to yeeld his "ofe, or else to fight : 


pon his sti^d, for no just cause accused, 
j But forst to trot on foot, and foule misused, 

‘ Pounching me Avilh the butt end of his speare, 
III vainc complayning to be so abused ; 

For he regarded neither jilaynt nor teare, 

But more enforst my painc, the more my plaints 
to heafe. 


XXllI 

* So pas{\^d we till this young man us met; 
Whereat the other starting up (ii<mavd, i And bt*ing moov’d with pittie of my plight 

Yet boldly ansAver’d, as he rightly might, 1 Spake, as Avas meet, for ease of my regret: 

To leave nis love he should be iirapayd, j Whereof befell Avhat now is in your sight.’ 

In Avhich he had good right gaA'nst ail that it: ‘ Now sure,’ (then said Sir Calidore) *anrl 


gainesayd. 


right, 


XIX 


‘ Yet since he Avas not jiresenth' in plight 
Her to defend, or his to justitie, 


He him requested, as he Avas a knight. 

To lend him day his better right to trie, 

Or stay till he Ids armes, Avhich Avere therebj'^. 
Might lightly fetch : But he was fierce and 
whot,” 

Ne time would nor any tennes aby. 

But at him flew, and Avith his speare him '.mot ; 
From which to thinke to .save himselfe it 
booted not, 

XX 

* Meane while his Ladie, Avhich this outrage 
.saw, 

Whileat thej' together for the guanyy strove. 
Into the covert did her selfe withdraw, 

And closely hid her selfe Avithiri the grove. 

My knight hers soone, os seeines, to daunger 
(fixive, 

And left sore wounded : but, when her he mist. 
He woxe halfe mad ; and in that rage gan 
rove ' [wist 

And range through all the wood, where so tie 
She jiidden was, and sought her so long as him 
list. 


I Me se|piu.s, that him befell by his owne fault : 

■ Who ever ihinkes through confidence of 
might, [hault. 

Or thnmgh support of coimt’nance proud niul 
To wrong the weaker, oft falles in his oAvne 
a.ssault.’ 


Then turning backe unto that gentle boy, 
Which liad himselfe so stoutly well acquit, 
Seeiflg his face so lovely sterne and co\'. 

And hearing th’ answeres of his pregnant Avir, 
Hejiraysd it much, and much adtnyred it; 
That sure he wcend him borne of noble blood, 
With whom those graces did so goodly fit : 
And when he long had him lieliolding'stood, 
lie burst into tliese wordes, as to him seemed 
good : 

XXV 

‘ Faire gentle sway ne, and yet as stout as fay re, 
That in these woods amongst the Nymphs 
dost wonne, 

Which daily may to thy sweete lookes repayre, 
As they are wont unto Latonaes sonne 
After his chace on woodie Cynthus donne ; 
Well may I, certes, such an one thee read, 

As by thy wortli thou worthily hast wonne^ 
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Or surely borne of some Heroicke seed, 1 Out of the coimtrie wherein I was bred, 

That in thy face uppeares and gratious goodly- j The whicli the fertile Liouesse is hight, 


head. 

XXVI 

But, should it not displease thee it to tell, 
(Unlesse thou in these ivoods thy sclfe con- 
cealc 

For love amongst the woodie Gods to dwell) 

I would thy selfe require thee to reveale, 

For dcare affection and unfayned zeale 
Which to thv noble personage I bcare, . 

And wish tnee grow in worship and great 
weale ; 

For, since the day that armes I first did reare, 
1 never saw in any greater ho[)e uppeare.* 

xxvii 

To whom then thus the noble 'Wuuth : < hlay 
be. 

Sir knight, that, by discovering my estate, 
Plarme may arise unweeting unto me ; 
Nathelesse, sith ye so courteous seemed late. 
To you 1 will not feare it to relate. 

Then wotc ye that I am a Briton borne, 

Sonne of a King, (how ever thorough fate 
Or fortune I my countrie have forUgne, 

And lost the crownc which should my head 
by right adorne,) 


j Into the land of Faerie, where no wight 
I Should weet of me, nor worke me any wrong : 
‘To whose wise read she hearkning sent me 
I streight* 

Into this land, where I have wond thus long 
Since I was ten yeares old, now growen to 
stature strong. 


‘All whieh my daies I hav^not lewdly 
spent, 

Nor spilt the blossome of my tender yeares 
In ydlesse ; but, as was convenient, 

Have trayned bene with manv noble feres 
In gentle thewes and suchlik^eemly leres: 
Mongst which my most delight hath alwaies 
been 

To hunt the salvage chacc, amongst my peres, 
Of all that raungeth in the forrest greene. 

Of which none is to me unknuwnc that ev’r 
was ««eenc. 

XXXI [ 

‘ Nc is there hauke which mantlcth her on 
• pcarch, • % 

Whether high towring or accoasting low, 

But 1 the measure of her flight doe search, 
And all her pray and all her diet know. 

Sucli be our joy es which in tliese forrests grow • 
Onely the use of annes, which most I joy, 

And fltteth most for noble swayne to know, 

I have not tasted vet ; yet past a boy, [to imploy. 
Aud being now Iiigh time these strong juynts 


xxvin 

‘ And Tristram is my name, the onely heire 
Of good king Meliogfas which did rayne 
In Gomewale, till that he through lives des- 
peiro 

Untimely dyde, before I did attaine ^ ^ • xxxiii 

Ripe yearea'of reason mv right to maintnine : 

After whoso death his bfott^er, seeing nice rb sitli now mcasion fit 

An infimt, weuke a kingdome to sustainc, ' [>»«■ Ml. her^r Kldomc nmy, 

Upon him tooke the roWl high dogree, "■» thm crave, unworthy though of it. 

And sent me, where him list, instructed for to'^cl J® ^*jl make me Suuiii^ithout dela,, 

’ ’ « .1 hut from henceforth in batteilous array 

1 1 may beare armes, and leame to use them right ; 
iThe Vather, since that fortune hath this day 
‘The widow Queene my mother, which Sien Given to me the spoilc of this dead knight, 
hight i These goodly gilden armes which 1 have won 

Faire Emiline, conceiving then great feare j in fight.’ 

Of my fraile safetie, resting in the might j xxxiv 

Of him that did the kingly Scepter beam, i s„ calidore bad heard. 

Whose gpaloiu dread ludurag not a l^c>^ ^ Him much more now then earst he gan admire 

Is wont to cut oil all tliat doubt may bre^. For therarehope which inhis yeares appear’d, 
lhoughtb«t away me to remove somewhere | And thus repl&e : ‘Faire chyM, the high di- 

sire 


Into some forrein land, where os no need 
Of dreaded daunger might his doubtfull hu- 
mor feed. 

XXX 

‘ So, taking couiis*^!! of a wise man red. 

She was by him adviz’d to send me quight 


To love of armes, which in you doth aspire, 

I may not, certes, without lilame denie. 

But rather wish that some more noble hire 
(Though none more noble then is chev^rie) 
1 had, you to reward with greater dignitie.' 

BB 
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XL 


There him he causd lo knecle, and made to! 
sweare 

Faith to his knif^lit, and truth to Ladies all, 
And nev'cr to be recreant for lea^c 
Of pcrill, or of ouj^ht that mi^lit befall : 

So he him dubbed, and his Squire did call. 
Full glad andjoj'ous then young lYistram grew ; 
Like ns a flowrc, whose silken leaves small 
Long shill, np in the bud from heavens vew, 

At length breakes forth, and biode displayes 
Ins .sinyling hew. 


There to their fortune leave we them awhile. 
And tumc we backc to good Sir Calidorc ; 
Who, ere he thenec had traveild many a mile. 
Came to the place whereas ye heard afore [sore 
This knight, whom Tristrain slew, had ^rounded 
Another knight in his despiteoiis prj'de : 
There he that knight found lying on the floro 
With many wounds full perilou.s and wyde, 
That all his j;:iimentsandthegrnsscinvermi‘ill 
dyde. 

M.I 




XXXVI 

Tlius when they long had treated to and fro. 
And Calidore b^ooke him to depart, [goe 
Chyld Tristranrprayd that he with him might 
On’ his adventure, vowing not to start. 

Dot wayt on him in everyplace and part: 
Whereat Sir Calidore did much delight. 

And greatly joy'd at his so noble hart, 

Tn hope he sure would prove a dough tie knight : 
Yet for the time this answere he to liim behight. 

XXXVll 

< Glad would! surely b^ iknu courteous Squire, 
To have thy presence in my present quest. 
That mote thy kindled courage set on lire. 

And flame forth honour in thy noble brest ; 
But 1 am bound by vow, which 1 profest 
To mj* dread Soveraine. when I it asaayd, 
That ’in atchievement of her high behest 
I should no creature Joyne unto mine nyde : 
For-thy I may not grauut that ye so greatly 
’prayde. 

XXXVIII 

* But since this Ladie is all desolate, 

And necduth safegard now upon her way. 

Ye may doe well, in this her needfull state, 
To succour her from daunger of dismay, 

That thankfull gfferdon may to you repay.’ 
Tile nolile ympe, of such new service fayne. 

It gladly did accept, as he did .say : 

S© taking courteous leave they parted turaj ne. 
And Calidore forth passed to his former payne. 

XXXIX 

ButTristram, then despoyling tliatdd&d knight 
Of all those goodly implements of prayse. 
Long fed his greedie eyes with the faire sight 
Of the bright mettallshyninglikeSunnc raves. 
Handling and turning them a thousand u ayes : 
And, after having them upon him flight, 

He tookc that Ladie, and her up did ray.se 
Upon the steed of her owne late dead knight; 
So with her marched forth, as she did him 
behight. 


And there beside him .sate upon the ground 
His Avofull Ladle, piteously complayiiiiig 
W'ith loud luimyits that most unluckie stound, 
And her sad sclfe with carefull hand constrayn- 

To w'yjie hi.stwounds, and ease their bitter 
jiayning. 

Which siirie sight when ('alidorc did vew 
With hcavie eyrie, from teares uneath refrajTi- 

His miglitie h^rt their mouimefull case con mw. 
And for their better comfort to them nigher 
drew. 

• XI.II 

Then speaking to the Ladie thus he said : 

‘Ye dolefull Dame, let not your griefeempeaeh 
To tell what cruell hand hath thus arayd 
This knight unarm’d wdth .so nnknightly breach 
Of armes, that, if 1 yet him nigh may reach, 

I may avenge him of so fonle dcspigiit.’ 

The Ladie, hearing his .so courteous speach, 
Gan reare her cye.s as to the ohearefiill liglit, 
And from her soryhart few heavie words forth 
sight : 

^LIIl 

In which she .shew'd, how that discourteous 
knight, 

(Wlujpi Tristram slew) them in that shadow 
found 

Joying together in unhlam’d delighl ; 

Andihim unarm’d, as now he lay on ground, 
Charg’d with his speare, and* mortallv did 
wound, 

Withoiilcn cause, but onely her to reave 
From him to whom she w'as for ever bound : 
Yet when she fled into that covert gieave, 

He, her not fimling, both them thus nigh dead 
did leave. 

XI.IV 

\V'hen Calidore this ruefull storie had 
Well understood, he gan of her demand. 
What manner wight he was, and how yclad. 
Which had ttiis outrage wrought with wicked 
baud. 
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She then, like as she beet could understand, 
Him thus describ’d ; to be of stature large, 
Glad all in gildcn armes, with azure band 
Quortred athwart, and bearing in his targe 
A Ladie on rough waves row’d in a sommer 
barge. 

XLV 

Then gan Sir Calidure to ghesse strcight- 
way, 

Hy many signcs which she described had. 

That this Avas he whom Tristram earst did 
slay. 

And to lier said : < Dame, he no longer sad ; 

For he, that hath your Knight so ill bestad, 

1 s now him .selfe in much more wretched plight : 
These eyes him saw upon the cold earth sprad, 
The m^c of his desert for that despight, I 
Which to your .selfe he wrought ^d to your 1 
loved knight. " | 

XLVI j 

• Tlierefore, faire Lady, lay aside tliis griefe, , 
Which ye liave gathered to vour gentle hart , 
For tliat displeasure, and thinkeavhat reliefe | 
Were best devise for tins your lovers smart ; ; 
And how ye may him hence, and to what part, j 
Convay to be recur’d.’ She thankt iim (loare j 
Both for that neAves he did to her impart, 


And for the courteous care which he did bearo 
Botli to her lo\'e and to her selfe in that sad 
drearc. 

XI. VII 

Yet could sli® not devise by any wit, [place ; 
How thence she might convay “him to some 
For him to trouble she it thought unfit, 

That was a straunger to her Avretched cose ; 
And him to beare she thought it thing too base 
Which Avhen as he perceiv’d he thus bespake : 
‘ Faire Lady, let it not you sceme disgrace 
To beam this burden on your dainty backe; 
My sidfe will beare a part, coportion of a our 
packc.’ 

XLVIII 

So «)ff he did his shield, and dbwneward layd 
Upon the ground, like to an hollow beare ; 
And poAvring balme, Avhicli he had long pur- 
vayd. 

Into his wounds, him up thereon did rcarc, 
And tAvixt them both Avith parted paines did 
beare, [donne. 

Twixt life and death, not knoAving Ai'iiat was 
Thence they him carried to a Castle neare, 

In wyich a AA'orthy aiuicipnt Knight did wonne: 
Where what ensu'd shall in next Canto be be- 
gonne. 


CANTU HI. 

Calidore brings Priscilla home ; 

Pursues tho Blatant Beast : 
Saves iSorcua, whilest Calcpine 
By Turpine is opprest. 


True is, that whilomc that good Poet sayd, 
The gentle minde by gentle deeds is knowne: 
For a man by nuthiiig is so well bewrayd^ 

As by his inannens; in which plainc is 
showne 

Of Avhat degree and what race he is grown|: 
For scldome seene a trotting Stalion get 
All ambling Colt, that is his proper ownc ; 

So sddome seene that one in basenesse set 
Doth noble courage shew with curteous man- 
ners met. 

II I 

But evermore contraiy' hath bene tn’de. 

That gentle bloud will gentle manners breed *, 
As well may bo in Calidore descryde. 

By late ensample of that courteous deed 
Done to that wounded Knight in his great 
need, [brought 

Whom on his backe he bore, till he liim 
Unto the Castle where they had decreed : 


that Castle 
[besought, 
greatly was 

III 

He Avas to weete a man of full ripe yeares, 
That in his youth had beene of mickle might. 
And borne great sway in armes amongst his 
pearcs ; 

But noAv weake age had dimd his candle-light: 
Yet was he courteous still to every wight, 

And loved all that did to armes incline ; 

And was the Father of that wounded Knight, 

I Whom Calidore thus carried on his chine; 

And Aldus was his name; and his sonnes, 
Aladine. 

IV 

I Who when he saw his sonne so ill bedight 
I With bleeding wounds, brought home upon a 
beare 

By a faire Lady and a straunger Knight, 

Bsa 


There of the Knight, the Avhich 
ought, 

To make abode that night he 
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Was inly touched with compassion deare, 

And deare affection of so dolefull dreare, 

That he these words burst forth : * All, soiy 
boy! 

Is this the hope that to my hoaQ' heare 
Thou brings ? aie me I is this the timely joy. 
Which I expected long, now tunid to sad 
annoy ? 

V 

' Such is the weakenesse of all mortall hope, 
So tickle is tlze state of earthly things, 

That, ere they come unto their aymed scope. 
They fall too short of our fraile reckonings. 
And bring us bale and bitter sorrowings. 
Instead of comfort which we should embrace: 
This is the staled of Keasars and of Kings! 

I^t none therefore, that is in meaner place, 

Too greatly grieve at any his unlucky case.* 

VI I 
So well and wisely did that good old Knight | 

Temper his griefe, and turned it to cheare, 

To cheare his guests whom he had staydi 
that nigh^ 

And make their welcome to them well appeare. 
That to Sir Golidore vms^asie geare; • 

But that faire Lady would be chuard for 
nought. 

But sigh’d and sorrow’d for her lover deare, 
And inly did afflict her pensive thought 
With flunking to what case her name should 
now be brought: 

VII 

For she was daughter to a noble Lord 
Which dwelt thereby, who sought her to 
affy 

To a great pere ; but she did disaccord, 

Ne could her liking to his love apply, 

But lov’d this fi^h young Knight who dwelt 
her ny. 

The lusty Alpine, though meaner borne 
And of Icsse livelood and liability. 

Yet lull of valour the which did adorne 
His meanesse much, and make her th’ others 
riches scome. 


VIIT , 

So, having both found fit occasion, 

They met together in that liicklesse glade; 
Where that proud Knight in his presumption 
The gentle Aladine did earst invade. 

Being unarm’d and set in secret shade. 
Whereof she now bethinking, gan t’ advize 
How great a hazard she at earst had made 
Of her good fame ; and further gan devize 
HoW she the blame might salve with coloured! 
disguize. I 


IX 

But Galidore with all good courtesie 
Pain’d her to frolick^ and to put away 
The pensive fit of her melancholic ; 

And that old Knight by all meanes did assay 
To make them both as merry as he may. 

So they the evening past till time of rest ; * 

When Galidore in seemly good array 
Unto his bowie was brought, and there undrest 
Did sleepe all night through weary traA'ell of 
his quest. 

X 

But faire Priscilla (so that I^ady bight) 
Would to no bed, nor take no kiiidely deepe. 
But by her wofinded love did watch all night. 
And all the night for bitter anguish weepc. 
And with he;| teares his wounds did wash and 
steepe : [wacht him. 

So well she washt them, and so well she 
That of the deadly swound, in which full deeps 
He drenched was, she at the length dispacht 
him, [attacht him. 

And drove away the stound which mortally 

XI 

The morrow next, when day gan to uplooke, 
He also gan uplofike M'ith drery eye, 

Like one that out of deadly dreamc awooke: 
Where when he saw his faire Priscilla by, 

He deepely sigh’d, and groaned inwardly, 

To thinke of this ill state in which she stood ; 
To wlTich she for his sake had weetingly 
Now brought her selfe, and blam’d her noble 
blood : 

For first, next after life, he tendered her good. 

• XII 

Which she perceiving did with plenteous 
teares 

His tare more then her ownc compassionate, 
Forgetfull of her owne to minde his feares : 

So both conspiring gan to intimate 
Ed(h others griefe with zeale affectionate. 

And twixt them tw^aine with equall care to 
cast 

How to save hole her hazarded estate ; 

For which the ouely helpe now left them last 
Seem’d to be Galidore: all other helpes were 
past. 

XIII 

Him they did deeme, as sure to them he 
seemed, 

A courteous Knight and full of ftithfiill trust; 
Therefore to him their cause they best es- 
teemed 

Whole to commit, and to his dealing just. 
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Earely, so soone as Titans beames forth brust 
Through the thicke clouds in which they 
steeped lay 

All night in darkenesse, duld with yron rust, 
Calidore rising up as fresh as da^ 

Gan freshly him addresse unto his former way. 

XIV 

But first him seemed tit that wounded 
Knight 

To visite, after this nights pcrillous passe, 
And to salute him, if he were in plight. 

And ckc that Lady, his faire lovely lasse. 
There he him found much better then he was ;! 
And moved speach to him of ^ings of course, j 
The anguish of his paine to overpasso : j 

Mongst which he namely did to him discourse 
Of former daies mishap, his soirowcs wicked 
bourse. 


XV 

Of w'hich occasion Aldine taking hold 
Gan breake to him the fortunes of his love. 


XVIII 

There he arriving boldly did present 
The fearefull Lady to her father d^rc, 

Most perfect pur^ and guiltlesse innocent 
Of blame, as ^ did on his Knighthood sweare. 
Since first he saw her, and did free from fcare 
Of a discourteous Knight, who her had reft 
And by oiitragious force away did beare : 
Witnessc thereof heshew’dhis head there left, 
And wretched life forlomc for vengement of 
his theft. ^ 

XIX 

Most joj'full man her sire was her to sec, 

And hcarc th’ adventure of her late mis- 
uhaunce; 

And thousand thankes to Calidore for fee 
()f his large iiaines in her dcliveraunce 
Did yeeld : No lesse the Lad}' did advaunce. 
Thus having her restored trustily. 

As he had vow'M, some small continuance 
lie tliore did make, and then most carefully 
Unto Ills first exploite he did him sclfe apply. 


And all his disadventures to unfcld. 

That Calidore it dearly deepe did move : 

In th’ end, his kyndly courtesie to prove, 
lie him by all the bands of love beffbught, 

And as it mote a faithfull Mend liehove, 

To safe^conduct his love, and not for ouglit 
To leave, till to her fathers house he had her 
brought. 


Sir Calidore his faith thereto did plight 
It to performe : so after little stay. 

That she her selfe had to the journey dight, 
He passed forth with her in faire array, j 
Fearlesse who ought did thinke or ought did; 

say, * [■fromw'ite: 

Sith his own thought he knew must clcaru 
So, as they past together on their way, 

He can devize this counter-cast of slight, 

To give faire colour to that Ladies cause in 
sight. ^ 

xvii 

Streight to the carkasse of that Knight he| 
went, 

The cause of all this evill, who was slaine 
The day be^’ore by just avengement 
Of noble Tristram, where it did remaine : 
There he the necke thereof did cut in twaine, 


And tooke with him the head, the signe of That he besought him downe by him to sit, 


shame. 

So forth he passed thorough that daito paine, 
Till to that Ladies fathers house he came ; 


XX 

So, as he was pursuing of his quest, 

He ahaunst to comi^ wnereas a jolly Knight 
In covert shade him selfe did s^cly rest, 

To solace with his Lady in delight : 

His warlike armes he had from him undiglit, 
For that him selfe he thought from daungcr 
free, [spight ; 

And far from envious eyes that mote him 
And eke the Lady was full faire to see. 

And courteous writhnll, becommiug her degree. 


To whom Sir Calidore approaching nye. 

Ere they were well aware of living wight. 
Them much abasht, but more him selfe 
thereby, 

That he so rudely did upponihem light, 

And doubled had their quiet loves delight : 
Yet since it was his fortune, not his fault. 

Him selfe thereof he labour’d to acquite, 

And pardon crav’d for his so rash default. 
That he gainst courtesie so fowly did default. 

• XXII 

With which his gentle words and goodly wit 
He soone allayd that Knights conceiv’d dis- 
pleasure. 


That they mote treat of thiiigs abrode at 
leasure. 

And of adventures, which had in his measure 


Must pensive man, through feare what of his. Of so long waies to him befallen late. 

childe became. | So downe he sate, and with ddightfull pleasure 
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His long adventures gan to him relate, 

Which he endured had through daungerous 
debate : 

XXITI 

Of which whilcst they discoursed both to- 
gether, 

The fairc Serena («so his Lady hight) 

Allur’d with myldncsse of the gentle wether 
And pleasaunce of the place, the which was 
dight 

With divers Howres distinct with rare delight. 
Wandred alifRit the fields, as liking led 
Her wavering lust after her wandring sight, 

To make a garland to adoriiu lior hed, 

Without sustiectof ill or daungers hidden dred.j 

XXIV 

All sodainely out of the forrest nere 
The Blatant jjeast forth rushing unaware 
taught her, thus loosely waiidring here aiul 
there, 

And in his wide great mouth away her bare 
Crying altnid to shew lier wid misfare 
Unto the Knights, and calling olt for ayde ; 
Wh<» with the horrour of her liaplesse care 
Hastily starting up, li^« men disiiiayde, 

Kan aft^r fast to rcskue the distressed m^yde, 
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Having both side-, through gr\ptwith grieslj' 
wound. 

His we.apons soone from him he threw away, 
And stnii[)ing downe to her in dreiy swound 
Uprear’d her from the ground whereon she lay, 
And in his tender armes her lorced up to stay. 

x.wiii ’ 

So well he diil his busie paines apply, 

Tli.at the faint sprite he did revoke againc 
To Jicr fraile mansion of mortality : 

Then up he t 4 >oke her twixt his armes twainc, 
And setting on his .steede her ilid sustaine 
With earetull hands. H<»ft footing her beside; 
Till t«> some jdace of rest they mote attaino, 
Where she in safe assuraunce mote abide, 

Till she rcciired were of those her woundes wide. 


The Beast, with their ]nirsuit incited more, 

I Mto the wood was bearing lusr apace 
For to have spoyled her, when ( 3 .*iIidore, 

Who was more light ofloote and swift in chace, 
Him overtooke in iniddcst of his race; 

And, fiercely charging him with all his might, 
Forst U) forgoe his pray there in the place, 
And to betake him selie to fcarefiill fiight ; 
Fur lie durst not abide with Calidorc to liglit. 


Who nathclessccwhen he the Lady saw 
There left on ground, though in full evill plight, 
Vet knowing tliat her Knight now neare did 
draw, 

Ktaidc not to succour her in that affright. 

But follow^’d fast the IVlonsU'r in Ins flight : 
Through woods and hils lie follow’d him so fast, 
That lie. nould let him breath, iiof gather 
spright, 

But forst him gape and gaspe,with dread aghast, 
As if his lungs and lites were nigh asunder 
brast. 

XX vn 

And now by this Sir Calepine (so hight) 
Came to the'^place where he his Lady found 
In dolorous dismay and deadly plight, 

All in ‘gore bloud there tumbl^ on the ground, | 


XXIX 

XoAv wlieii as I’luehiis with his fiei^' waine 
Unto his lime began to draw apace; 

Tho wpxing weary of that toylesome painc, 
In travelling on loote so long a space*., 

Not wont on feotc with heavy armes to trace, 
Downe in a dale forby a rivers syde 
He cliaunst to spie a'piire and stately place, 
To which ♦le meant his weaiy^ steps to guyde, 
111 liojie there for his love ‘some sucejoiir to 
pro\yde. 

XXX 

But, eornming to the rivers side, he found 
That hardly passable, on fwte it was ; 
Thercftre. there still he stooil as in a stound, 
Ne wist wliich way he through the foord mote 
pas ; 

Tims whilest h<; was in this distre.sse(l case. 
Devising >vhat to doe, he nigh espyde 
An armed Knight ajojiroaching to the place 
With a fairs Lail; lincked hy his syde, 

I'hc which themselves prepard thorough the 
foonl to ride. 

XX.Xl 

Whom Calepine saluting (as became) 
Bcsiiught of coiirte.sic, in that his neede. 

For safe conducting of his siekely Dame. 
Through tJiat same penlloiis foord with better 
heede, 

To take him up behinde iijion his steed ; 

To whom that other did tliis taunt rctiirne ; 

* Perdy, thou peasant Knight mightst rightJv 
Me then to be full base and evill liornp, fmd 
If I would beare behinde a burden of such scornc. 

XXXll 

*But, as thou hast thy steed forlornc >\ith 
shame, 

So fore on foutc till thou another gaj iic, 
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And let thy Lady likewise dee the same, | xxxvii 

Or bcare her on thy backe with pleasinjc paync, j{„t he, nought weighing wiiat he sayd or «lid, 

And prove thy manlioodon the billowes vayne.’, Turned his steede about another way, 

With whicli rude spcach his Lady much dis- Vnd with his Lady to the Clastic rid, 

pleased Where was his^won : ne did the other stav. 

Did him reprove, yet could liiin not restraync, Rut after went directly as he mav, [ seeke ; 
Andwouldoiiherowiieralirc'yhimhavccas.ed, p^r his sickc charge .some harfiour there to 

For pittyofhis Dame whom .she saw so diseased. Where he arriving with the fall of day 


Sir Calepine her thaiickt ; yet, inly wroth 
Agaiast her Knight, her gentlenesse refused, 
And carelesly into the river goth, 

As in despight to be so fowlc abu.se.<l 
Of a rude churlc, whom often be accused 
Of fowle discourtesie, unfit for Knight, 


Drew to the gate, and there with prayers mceke 
And myld entreaty lodging did for her beseckc. 


XXXVIII 

But the rude Porter that no manners had 
iDid shut the gate against him in his face, 

And entraunce boldly unto him forbad : 
Nathelesse the Knight, n«>w iiv’o needy case, 
AudjStrongly wading through the wave.^uua.‘^cd. Gan him entreat even with submission base. 
With speare in th’ one hand stal'd him selfe And humbly i)raid to let them in that night; 

upright, [ might. Who to him aiiiiswcr'd, that there was no place 

With til' other staide his Lady up with steddy ()f lodging lit for any errant Knight, 

' Unlc'ise that with hi.s Lord he formerly did ftglit, 

XXXIV 

And all the while that sanies discourteous 
Knight 

Stood on the further banckc beholding him ; 

At w'hose calamity, for more de.si)igl«, 

lie laught,and inockt to see him like to swim With w'ounds, is ready to forgo the ghost ; 

But when as Calepine came to the brim, jNe would I gladly comhate with mine host. 

And saw liis carriage past that perill well, i'rhal should to me such curte.sie afiord. 

Looking at that same Carle with count'nancc Uiilesse that 1 were thereunto enforst: 

grim, iBut yet arcad to me, how liight thy Lord, 

His heart w'ith veiigeauiicc inwardly didtswcll, ,That doth thus strongly w'ard the Ca.stlc of the 


XXXIX 

‘Full loth am 1,’ (nuoth he) ‘as now at carst 
When day is spent, lyuLre.st us ncedeth most, 
And Riat "this Lady, noth ^ 


I whose sides are pearst 


Ami forth at last did breake in speaches sharpie 
and fell : 

xx.xv 

‘ Unknightly Knight, the blemish of that 
name, • 

And blot of all that armes upiioii them take. 
Which is the badge of honour and of fame, 
l^oe ! I defie thee ; and here challenge make, 
That thou for ever doc those armes forsake, 
And be for ever held a recreant Knight, 
lJnle.sse thou dare, for ihy dearc Ladies sjdic 
And for thine owne defence, on footc alight 


Ford y ' 


‘ Ilis name,’ (quoth he) ‘ il that thou list to 
Icarne, 

Is hight Sir TuiTine, one of mickle might 
And manhood rare, but terrible and steame 
In all assaics to every errant Knight, 

Because of one that w'rofl^ht him fowlo 
despight.’ 

‘ 111 seemes,’ (sayd he) ‘ if he so valiauiit bo. 
That he should be so stemc to stranger wight; 
For seldome yet did living creature see 


To justitie tliy fault gainst me iu cquall fight.’ 'That curtesie and manhood ever disagree. 


XXXVI 


XL! 


I'he dastard, that did hearc him selfe defyde. 
Seem'd not to weigh his threatfull words at all. 
But juiight them out, us if his greater pryde 
Did scome the challenge of so base a tiirall ; 
Or had no courage, or else had no galL 
So much the mure was Calepine ofiended. 
That him to no revenge he forth could call, 
But both his challenge and him selfe contemiieil, 
cared as a coward so to be condemned. 


! ‘ But go thy Wales to him, and fro me say, 
'That here is at his gate an errant Kniglit,* 
That housc-rome craves ; yet would be loth t' 
assiiy 

The proofc of battell nowr in doubtfull night. 
Or curtesie writh rudcncsse to requite ; 

Yet, if he needes will fight, crave leave till 
inorne. 

And tell with all the lamentable plight 
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In which this Lady languishclli forlome, 

That pitty craves, as he uf woman was yborne.* 

XLII 

The groome went streight w'ay in, and to his 
Lord ' [ move : 

Declar’d the message which tliat Knight did 
Who, sitting with his Lady then at bord, 

Xot onely did not his dcmaiiud approve, 

But both himselfe revil’d and eke his love; 
Albc his Ladv, that Blandina bight. 

Him of ungwtlc usage did reprove, 

And earnestly entreated, that they might 
Finde favour “to bp lodged there for that same 
night. 

XLTII 

Vet would he*not perswaded be for uiiglit, 

Ne from his currish will a whit reclame. 
Which answ'pr w'hen the groome returning 
To Galepine, his heart did inly flame [brought 
With wrathfull fury for so foule a shame. 

That he could not thereof avenged bee ; 

But most for pitty of his dearest Dame, 

Whom now in deadly daungcr he did see. 

Yet had no meancsto comfort, nor procure her 
glpc. 4 4 . < 

XlilV 

But all in vaine ; for-why no remedy 
He saw the present mischiefe to redresse. 

But th’ utmost end perforce for to aby. 

Which that nights fortune would for him 
addresse. 

So downe he tookc his Lady in distressp. 

And layd her underneath a bush to sleepe. 
Cover’d with cold, and wrapt in wrctchednesse ; j 
Whiles he him sdfc all night did nought but 
weeiie, [keepe. 

And wary watch about her for her safegard 

XLV 

'I’lio morrow next, so soone as joyous day 
Did shew it selfe in sunny beames* bedight, 
Serena full of dolorous dismay, 

Twixt darkenesse dread and hope of living 
Uprear’d her head to sec that cliearcfuU sight. 
Then Calepine, however inly >vroth, 

And greedy to avenge that' vile despight, 

Yet for the feeble Ladies sake, full loth 
To make there lenger stay, forth on fiis journey 
goth. 

XT.VI 

He goth on foote all armed by her side, 
IJpstaying still her selfe uppoii her steede. 
Being unhable else alone to ride. 

So sore her sides, so much her wounds did bleede ; | 
Till that at length, in Ids extreamest neede, j 
He chaunst far off an armed Knight to spy 
Bursuing him apace with greedy speede ; 


Whom well he Avist to be some enemy. 

That meant to make advantage of his misery, 

XLA'll 

Wherefore he stayd, till that he nearer drew. 
To weet Avhat issue would thereof bct}'de ; 
Tho, Ai'henas he approched nigh in vew, j 
By certaine signes he plainly him desciyde 
To be the man that with such scornefuU pr3'de 
Had him abusde and shamed yesterday ; 
Therefore, misdoubting least he should mis- 
guyde 

His former malice to some neAv assay, 

lie cast to koxipc him selfe so safely as he may. 


By this the other came in plac^ likewise. 

And couching close his speare and allhispowrc. 
As bent to sbrne malicious enterprise, 

He bad him stand t’ abide the bitter stoure 
Of his sore vengeaunoc, or to make avoure [done : 
Of the lewd words and deedes which lie had 
With tliut ran at him, as he Avould devoure 
TIis life, attonfte ; who nought could do but shun 
The perill of liis pride, or else be over-run. 

XLIX 

(4 

Yet he him still pursew’d IVoro place to place, 
With full intent him cruelly to kill. 

And like a Avilde goate round about did chacc 
Flying the fury of his bloudy Avill : 

But his best succour and rc&ge was still 
Bebinjl his Ladies back ; who to him cryde. 
And called oft with prayers loud and shrill. 

As eA'er he to Lady aa'os' affyde. 

To spare her Knigbt, and rest Avitli reason 
pacifyde : 

But he the more fhereby enraged was, 

And Avith more eager felnesse him piirsew’d ; 
So that at length, after long wearj» chace, 
Having by chaunce a close adA'^antagc A’ew’d, 
He OA’er raught him, haAnng long eschew’d 
His violence in vainc ; and witli his sperc 
Stfboke through his shoulder, that the blood en- 
In great aboundance, as a well it were f seAv’d 
That forth out of an hill fresh gushing did 
appere. 

LI 

Yet ceast he not for all that crucll wound, 
But chaste him still for all his Ladies cry; 

Not satisfyde till on the fatall ground 
He saw his life powrd forth despiteously ; 

The which was certes in great jeopardy, 

Had not a wondrous chaunce his “reskue 
And saved from his cruell A’illany. [wrought. 
Such chaunces oft exceed all humaine thought! 
That ill another Canto shall to end be brought. 
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CANTO IV. 

Calcpine by a salvage man 
From Turpine rcskewed is ; 

And, whylcat an Infant from a licsire 
He saves, his love doth misse. 


V 


IjIKK as a ship with rtreadfull stormc long tosf, 
Having spent all her mastes and her ground- 
hold, , 

Now farre from harbour likely to be lost, 

At last some fisher-barke doth neare behold, 
That giveth comfort to her courage cold : 

Such was the state of this most courteous knight 
Being oppressed that faytour bold. 

That he remayned in most perilous plight. 
And his sad Ladic left in pitJfull aflriglit : 


Till that, by fortune passing all foresight, 

A salvage man, which in those woods^id wonne, 
Drawne with that Ladies loud and piteous 
shright, 

Toward the same incessantly did ronne 
To understand what there was to be donne : 
There he this most discourteous craven found, 
As tiercel}' yet as when he first begunp|, 
Chasing the gentle Calepine arouini, 

Ne sparing him the more for all his grievous 
wound. 

HI 


. He stayed not t’ advize ^\hich way were best 
Ilis foe t’ assayle, or how hiniselfe to gani. 

But with fierce fury and with force infest 
Upon him ran ; who being w^ prepord 
. His first, assault full warily diu ward. 

And with the push of his sharp-pointed speare 
Full on the breast him strooke, so strong and 
' hanl 

< That forst him backe recoyle and reele arearc, 

; Yet in his bodic made no wound nor bloud 
! appeare. 

i 

j Wi^i tlmt the wyld r|pn more enraged grew, 
Like to a I'ygre that hath mist his pray, 
j And with mad moode againe upon him flew, 
j Kegnrding neither speare that mote him slaj, 
I Nor his fierce steed that mote him much dis- 
I may: 

j The salvi^ nation doth all dread despize, 

I Tho on his shield he griple hold did lay, 

' And held the same so hard, that by no wizc 
j He could him force to loose, or leave his cn- 
terprize. 


The salvage man, that never till this honre 
Did taste of pittio, neither gentlcsse knew. 
Seeing his sharpe assault and cruell stourc. 
Was much emmoved at his perils vow. 

That even his ruder hart began to rew, • 

And feele compassion of his cvill plight. 
Against his foe that did him so purscAv ; 

From whom he meant to free him, if he ml^ht. 
And him avenge of that so villenous despight. 

IV 

Yet armes or weapon had he none to fight, 
Ne knew the use of warlike instruments. 

Save such os sudden rage him lent to smite; 
But naked, without noi^full vestiments 
To clad his corpse with meete habiliments. 

He cared not for dint of sword nor speere, 

No more then for tho stroke of strawes or 
bents: [benre. 

For from his mothers wombe, which him did 
lie WAS invulnerable mode by Magicke leare. 


vii 

Long did he wrest and wTing it to and fro, 
And every way did try, but all in vainc ; 

For he ivould not his grecdic grype forgoe. 

But hayld and piild with ifll his might and 
maine. 

That froni his steed him nigh he drew againe: 
Who having now no use of his long speare 
8o nigh at hand, nor force his shield to strainc. 
Both speare and sliield, as things that need- 
lesse were, [feare. 

He quitesforsooke, and fled himsclfc away for 

VIII 

But after him the wyld man ran apace, 

And him pursewed with importune speed, 

(For he was swift as any Bucke in chace) 

And, had he not in his extreamest need 
Bene helped through the swiftnesse of his 
He had him overtaken in his flight. [steed, 

Who, ever as he saw him nigh succeed, 




378 


THE FAERIE QUEEHE. fBooK VT. 


Cijin cry jiloiul wirli liorrihlc alFrif'ht 
And Bhrieked out, a thiii'' uncomely for a 
knight. 

IX 

But, when the SaK age saw h|s labour vaiuc 
In following of him that fled hO la^t, 
lie wcarie woxe, and backe return’d againc 
With speode unto the ])Iace, whereas he last 
Ilad lett that couple norc their utmost cast : 
Tliere be that knight full sorely bleeding found, 
And eke theXadic learefully aghast, 

Both for tlicperill of the present stound. 

And also for the shavpnesse of her rankling 
wound : 

X 

For though sliftMero right glail so rid to bee 
From that viIcT)/ell whii-h her late oll'ended ;• 
Yet now no lessc encnnibratiee she did see. 

And pcrill, by this salvage man pretended. 
Gainst whon’i she saw^ no mcanes to be de- 
fended. 

By reason that her knight was onnded son* : 
Therefore her selfe she wholy reeomrnendeil 
To Gods sole grace, whom she did oft implore, 
To send her succour, being of all hojic forlore. ! 


But the M;vld man, <'ontii\ue to her feare. 
Cann* to her creeping like a launnig hound. 
And by rmlc tokens made to her ajipeare 
Ills deepe compassion of her dolefull stound, 
Kissing his hands, and crouching to the 
ground ; 

For other language had lie none, nor speach, 


With liim to neiid unto liis wonnmg neare; 

'Vo which he easily did them perswado. 

Farrc in tJie fone>t, by a liollow^ glade [hrode 
(k)vered with mossie shriihs, which s|irc‘d(ling 
Did iiiidemealh them make a gloomy shade, 
Where loot ol living creature never trode. 

No scarse wyld beasts durst conic, then* wa| 
this wights abode. 

MV 

1 liether he brought these nnneipiaiiited guests, 
To whom fain* semblance, as he could, he 
shewed 

By signes, by lookes. and all his other gests; 
But ihe hare ground with hoane mosse 
bestnnvwl 

Mu*-! he their beil ; their pillow was nnsowed : 
And the frules of tlie forrest W'as their feast ; 
For their ball Siuard neither plough’d nor 
sow’ed, 

Nc fed on llesh, ne cverof w'vld beast 
Did taste the hloud, ohayilig natures first 
heheast. 

• XV 

Vet, howsoever base and meanc it were. 
jThey tooke it avcII, ami thanked (hid lor all, 
[Which Inffl them freed from that deadly feare, 
And sav’d from being to that caytive thrall, 
jllere lliey ol foree (as fortune now did fall) 
.Compelled w’cre themsclvi's aAvhile to re‘*t. 
(Bad of that easement, though it A\ere but 
I small : 

j lliat htiving there their Avounds awhile redrest, 
They mote the abler be to passe unto the resL 


Blit a soft murmurc and ennfiised sound 
Of senselcsse wmrds, which nature did him 
teach [ cmpoach. 

T’ expresse his passions, Aihieh his reason did 

All 

And, eommin;^ likewise to the wronndod 
knight, 

When he beheld the streames of purple IiIcmkI 
Yet floAving fresh, as moved Avilh the sight, 
He made great mone after his salvage mood , 
And, running streight into the thickest wood, 
A certaiae herbe from tlicncc unto him 

brought, c 

Whose vertue he by^ use w^ell understood ; 
Thejuyee whereof into his Avound he wrought, 
And St opt the bleeding straight, cre he it 
staunched thought. 

XIII 

Tlien taking ufi that Recreants shield and 
speare. 

Which carst he left, he signes unto them made 


j During Avhieh time that w yld man did apply 
.His best endevour and bis daily panic 
In seeking all (he Avoods IhuIi fnrre and nye 
Forherbes to dre.ssetheiTW'oimds ; still seeming 
faille 

Wliefi ought he did, that did llipirlykinggaiiie. 
So as ere king he hail that knightes AH'ouiid 
, Renired well, and made him whole agaiiie ; 
j Bur that same Ladie*! hurt no herhe lie found 
Which could redresse, for it was inwanlly 
unsound. 

XVII 

Now when as C,ilepiiie w'as woxen strong. 
Upon a day he cast ahrode (o w'cnil, 
lo take the ayre and heare the thrushes song, 
Unarm’d, as fearing neither fiK! nor frciid, 

And without SAvord his person to defend : 
There him belell, iinlooked for before. 

An hard adventure w'ith unhappic end, 

A cniell Beare, the which an infant bore 
BetAvixt his bloodu‘jawes,bcsp.rinckled all with 
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XVIII 

'riie litle babe did loudly scriko and aqualU 
And all the woods with piteous plaints did till, 
As if his cry did moane for Iielpe to call 
'I'o Calepine, Avhose cares those shrieches shrill, 
I’ercinf' liis hart, with pities point did thrill ; 
That after him he ran with zealous haste 
To rescue th’ infant, ere he did him kill : 
Whom thouf:;h he, saw now somewhat overpast. 
Yet by the cr}’ he follow’d, and pursewed fast. 


Then tookc he. up betwixt his armes twaine 
The litle babe, sweet relickes of his pray ; 
Whom pitying to heare so sore complaiiie, 
From his soft eyes the teams he wypt away. 
And from his fAe the filth that did it ray ; 
And every litle limbe he searcht arouml. 

And every part that under sweath-bands lay, 
I.ieast that the beasts sharpe teeth had any 
wound 

Made in Ins tender flesh; but whole them aU 
he found. • 


Well then him chaiinst his heavy armes to 

want, [speed,! xxiv 

Whose burden imUe ernpeacli his needtuli: having all his hands agame uptyile, 

A nd hinder him from libertie to pant ; 1 * le with him thought, hae.ke 1 o retunie agame ; 

Foi having long time, as his dailv w'eed, [neisl, Ihit when he lookt about one\pry syde. 

Them wont to wenre, and wend on foot fori^^* entertaine 

Now wanting them he felt himscife so light, ' hioi to the uhen 


That like an Haukc, which feeling her selfc 
freed 

From bels and jewes which did let her flight. 
Him seem’d hi.*' feet did fly and in their speed 
delight. 

XX 


To bring him to the place w here he would fame, 
Tie could no ]iath nor traet of foot descry, 

Ne by iiiquine leame, nor ghesse by ayme; 
For nought but woods imd foiTcsts farre and 
nye, [<*ye. 

That all about did close the compasso ot liis 


So well he sjusl him, that the wearie Heare 
Kre long he overt ooke and forst to st^iy ; 

And -without wi'iipoii him assayling neare. 
('ompeJd him .soone the spo;sle adowne to lay. 
Wherewith the beast enrag’d to loose his pra\ 
Upon him turned, and. with greedie force 
And furie to be crossed m his wa>, 

(lapiiig full wyde, did Lhmke without r^orse 
To lx* aveng’d on liim anil to devoure his corse. 

XXI 

Hut the Ixild knight, no whit thereat dismayd. 
Hut catching up in hand a ragged stone 
Which lay thereby (so fortitne him did .-lyde) 
Upon him ran, and thrust it all attone 
Into his gaping tlirote, that made him grone 
And gaspe for breath, that he nigh choked^was, 
Heing unable to digest that bone; 

Ne could it upward come, nor downward passe, 
Ne could he. brooke the coldncsse of the stgny 
mas.se. 

XXIT 

Whom when as he thus combred did behold, 
Stryving in vaine that nigh his bowels bru.st. 
He’ with him closd, and, laying mightie hold 
Upon his throtc, did gripe'his gorge so fast. 
That -wanting breath him downe to ground he 
cast ; 

And, then oppressing him with urgent paine, 
Kre long enforst to breath his utmost blast. 
Gnashing his crucll teeth at him in vaine, 
Andthreatning his sharpe clawes, now wanting 
powre to truiiic. 


Much was he then encombred. ne could tell 
Whicfi w.ay to take? irtnv West he ueut a- 
Avhil’e, 

Then North, then neither, but a<» fortune tell : 
So up and doAvne he wandred many a mile 
With weary travell and uncertaine toile. 

Yet nought the nearer to lll^ joimieys end , 
And evermore his lovely litle spolle 
Crying lor food did greatly liim oflend : 

So all that day in Avandnng vainely he did 
spend. 

XXVI 

At last, about the setting of the Siinne, 

Him selfe out of the forest he did wynd. 

And by good fortune the. plaine* champion 
woime : ^ 

Where, looking all about whom he mote f\Tid 
Some, place of succour to content his mynd. 

At length he. heard under the forrests syde 
A voice, that seemed of some woman kynd, 
TYhich to her selfe lamenting loudly cryde, 
And oft complayn’d of fate, and ’fortune oft 
dcf^'dc. 

xxvii 

To whom approching, when as she perceived 
A stranger wight in phice, her iilaint she 
stayd. 

As if she doubted to have bene deceiA’cd, 

Or loth to let her soirowes be bewray d : 

Whom when as Calepinc saw so dismayd, 

He to her drew, and with faire blandishment 
Her chcaring up, thus gently to her sayd : 
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‘ What be you, wofull Dame, which thus la- 
ment, [repent.* 

And for what cause, declare ; so mote ye not 

XXVIII 

To whom she thus : ' What 
tell 

That w'hich your selfe ha\ 

A wofull dame ye have me termed well ; 

So much more wofull, as my wofull plight 
Cannot redressed be by living wight !* 

‘ Xathlessc,b (quoth he) ‘if need doe not you 
byn^ 

Doc it disclose to ease your grieved spright : 
Oftimes it haps that sorrowes of the niyiid 
Find remedie unsought, which seeking cannot 
fynd.’ ✓ 

XXIX 

Then thus began the lamentable Dame: 

‘ Sith then ye needs will know the griefe 1 
hoord, 

I am th’ unfortunate Matilde by name, 

'I’he wife of bold Sir Bruin, who is D>rd 
Of all this land, late conquer’d b}' his sword 
From a great Gyant, called Gormoraunt, 
Whom he did overthrew by yonder foord ; 

And in three battaile^^S so deadly daufit, 
That he dare not retumc for all his daily 
vaunt. 

XXX 

'So is iny Lord now seiz’d of aU the land. 

As in his fee, with pea^ble estate, 

And quietly doth hold it in hia hand, 

Ne any dares with him for it debate . 

And to these happie fortunes cruell fate 
Hath joyn’d one evill, which doth overthrow 
All these our joyes, and all our blisse abate: 
And like in time to further ill to grow, 

And all this land with cndlessc lossc to over- 
flow. 

^ XXXI 

‘For th’ heavens, en^ying our prosperitie, 
Have not vouchsaft to graunt unto us tw-ainc 
The gladAiU blessing of posteritie. 

Which we might see after our selves remaine 
In th’ heritage of our unhappie paine: 

So that for want of heires it to defend. 

All is in time like to retume again^ 

To that foule feend. who dayly doth attend 
To leape into the srac after our lives end 

XXXll 

‘ But most my Lord is grieved hcrewithall, 
And makes exceeding mone, when he does 
thinke 

That all this land unto his foe shall fall, 

For which he long in voine didsweate and 
* swinke, 


■ped me. Sir, to 
^ [right? 
e earst ared so 


That now the same he ^atly doth forthinke. 
Yet was it sayd, there Mould to him a sonne 
Bt gotten, not begotten ; which should drinke 
And dij*- up all the water which doth ronne 
In the next brooke^ by whom that feend shold 
be fordonne. 

xxxni ) 

' Well hop’l he then, when this was prnphe- 
side, [nze. 

That from his sides some noble chyld should 
The which through fame should farre be mag- 
nifide, 

And this proud g^^ant should wi th brave emprize 
(^uitc overthrow ; who nour ginnes to despize 
I'be good Sir Bruin growing farre in ycares. 
Who thinkes itom me his sorrow all doth rize. 
1^ ! this my cause ol grieic to you appeares ; 
For which Lthus doe mourue, and pourc fortli 
ceasefessc tearcs.’ 


\xxn\ 

Which when he heard, he ini}' touched was 
Witli tender ruth for her unw'urthy griefe ; 
And, when 1ft had devized of her case, 

He gan in mind conceive a fit reliefe 
For all her paine, if please her make the priefe; 
And, hanng cheared her, thus said : ' Fairc 
Dame, 

In evils counsell is the comfort chiefe ; 

Which though I be not wise enough to frame. 
Yet, as I well it meane, vouchsafe it without 
blame. 

• XXXV 

‘ If that the cause of this your longuishment 
Be lacke of children to supply your place, 

Lo 1 how good fortune doth to you present 
This litle babe, of sweetc and lovely fac-e, 

And spotlesse spirit in which ye mav enchacc 
Whatever forme» ye list thereto apply, 

Being now soft and fit them to embrace ; 
Whether ye list him trainc in chcvalrj’, 

Or noursle up in lore of Icarn’d Philosophy. 

• XXXVI 

‘ And, certes, it bath oftentimes bene seene, 
That of the like^ whose lina^ W'as unknowne, 
More brave and noble knights have raysed 
l^ene 

(As their victorious deedes have often showen, 
Being with fame through many Nations 
blowen,) [lap : 

Then those which have bene dandled in the 
Therefore some thought that those brave imps 
were sowen 

Here by the Gods, and fed with heavenly sap, 
That made them grow so bight t’ all honorable 
hap.’ 
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XXXVII 

The Ladie, hearkning to his sensefull speech, 
Found nothing that he said unmeet nor 
geason, 

Having oft seene it tryde as he did teach : 
Therefore inclyning to his goodly reason, 
Agreeing well botli with the place and season, 
She gladly did of that same babe accept, 

As of her owne by liverey and seisin ; 

And, having over it a iitle wept. 

She bore it thence, and ever as her owno it 
kept. 

XXXVIII 

Right glad was Calepine to be so rid 
Of his young charge wher6bf he skilled 
nought, 

Ne she lesse glad ; for she so wis^}' did. 

And wiUi her husband under hand so 
wrought, 

That, when that mfant unto him she brought, 
She made him think it surely was his ownc ; 
And it in goodly thew'es so well upbrought. 
That it became a famous knight %ell knowne. 


And did right noble deedes ; the which els 
where are showne. 

XXXIX 

But Calepine, now being left alone 
Under the grewewoods side in sorie plight, 
Witliouten armes or steedc to ride upon. 

Or house to hide his head from heavens spight, 
Albe that Dame, by all the meanes slie might, 
Him oft desired home with her to wend. 

And offred him, his courtesie to r^iuite, 

Both horse and aniies and what s^else to lend, 
Yet he them all refusd, though thonkt her as 
a frend ; 

XL 

And, for exceeding griefe whjeh inly grew 
That he his love so lucklesse n^ had lost. 

On the cold ground maugre himselfe he threw 
For fell despight to be so sorely crost ; 

And there all night himselfe in anguish tost, 
Vowing that never he in bed againe 
llis limbos would rest, nu hg in ease emliast. 
Till that his l^adies sight he mote attaine. 

Or understand that she in safetie did reoiaine 


CANTO V. 

The salvage serves Serena well, 

Till she Prince Arthure fyiid ; 
Who lier,^gether with his Squyre, 
With tF Hermit leaves behynd. 


O WHAT an easie thing is to descry 
The gentle bloud, how ever it be wrapt 
In sad misfortunes foule d^ormity 
And wretched sorrowes, which have often hapt! 
For howsoever it mav grow mis-shapt. 

Like this wyld man being undisciplyiul, • 

That to all vertue it may seeme unapt. 

Yet will it shew some sparkes of gentle mynd. 
And at the last breake forth in his owne pix^ier 
kynd. 

II 

That plaindy may in this wyld man be red. 
Who, though he were still in this desert wood, 
Monfflt sidvage beasts both rudely borne and 
bred, 

Ne ever saw faire guize, ne leanied good. 

Yet shewd some token of his gentle blood 
By gentle usage of that wretched Dame : 

For certes he was borne of noble blood. 

How ever by hard hap he hether came, 

As y« may know when time shall be to tell the 
same. ^ 


III 

Who, when as now long time he lacked had 
Tliu good Sir Calepine, that farre was strayd. 
Did wexe exceeding sorrowfull and sad. 

As he of some misfortune were afrayd ; 

And, leaving there this Ladle all dismayd. 
Went forth streightway into fhc furn‘st wyde 
To seeke if he perchance asleep were laydf, 

Or w'hat so else were unto him betyde ; 

He sought him farre and neare, yet him no 
where he spyde. 

IV 

Tho, bo^e returning to that sorie Dame, 

He shewed semblant of exceeding mone 
By speaking signes, as he them best could 
frame. 

Now wringing both his wretched hands in one, 
Now beating his hard head upon a stone, 

That ruth it was to see him so lament : 

By which she well perceiving what was done, 
Gan teare her hayre, and all her garments rent. 
And beat her breast, and piteously her seUb 
tonnent. 
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V 

Upon the ground her selfe she liorcely threw, 
Regardlessc of her wounds yet bleeding rife. 
That with their bloud did all the flore imbrew, 
As if her breast, new lauueht I vith murdrous 
knife, 

Would streiglit dislodge the wTetched wearie 
life. 1 lay, 

There she long groveling and deepe groiiing 
As if her vitall powers Avere at si rile 
With stroiifjfL'r death, and ieared their ilecay : 
Such Avere this Ladies pangs and dolorous 
assay. 

VI 

Whom when the Salvage saAv so sore distreat, 
He reared her tip from tTie bloudie ground. 
And sought by all tlie meanes that he could 
best 

Her to recure out of that stony swound, 

And stauncli the bleeding of her dreary wound: 
Vet nould she be reconiforted for nought, 

Nor ccasi‘ her sorrow and impatient stound. 
Rut day and night did vexe her caielull 
thought, [Avrought. 

And ever more and nj^in* her oAvne affliction 


Withouten thought of shame or villeny, 

Nc ever shewed signe of foule disloyalty. 

X 

Upon a day, os on their way they went. 

It chaunst some furniture about her steed 1 
I To be disordred by some accident, 
j Which to redres.se she did tli’ assistance need 
Of this her grooiue; which he by signes did 
reedc, 

And streight his conibrous annes aside did lay 
Upon the ground Avithouten doubt or dreed;* 
And 111 his homely Avize began to assay 
T’ amend A\liatAvas aniisse, and put in right 
aray. 

XI 

Rout AA'hicli(-Avhilest he Avas busied thus lianl, 
Lo! where a knight, together Avitli his sijuin*. 
All arm’d to point came ryding thethcrwnrd ; 
Which seemed, by their p'ortpnee and attire. 
To be tAvo errant knights, that did inquire 
After advent ure.s, Avliere they mote them get. 
Those Avere to weet (if that ye it requin*) 
Prince .iVrthur and young Tiniias, Avhich met 
Ry wStraunge occasion that hen* needs forth be 
set.* 


VII 

At length, AA’lien as no hope of his retourne 
She saw iioaa' left, she cast to leave tlie place. 
And Aveiid abrodc, though feeble and forlorn e, 
To secke some comfort m that sonu case. 

His Bteede, now strong through rest so long a 
space, 

Well as she could she got, and did bedight ; 
And being thereon mounted forth did pace 
Withouten .guide her to conduct aright. 

Or gard her to defend from bold oppressors 
might. 

VIII 

Whom Avhen har Host saAv readic lo depart. 
He would not suffer her alone to fare, 

Rut gan himselfe addressc to take her part. 
'I'hose Avarlike armes Avliicb Calcpine Avhyleare 
Had left behind he gan cftsooiics prepare, 

And put them all about himselfe unlit. 

Ills shield, his helmet, and his curats bare ; 
Rut without sAvord upon his thigh tc^sit: 

Sir Calcpine himselfe away liad hidden it. 


XII 

After that Timios had againe recured 
The favour of Relphebe (as ye heard) 

And of her grace did stand ugaine us.Mired, 

To hapine blisse he Avas full high uprear'd, 
Nether of envy nor of cliauuge afeard : 

Though many foes did liim malignc therefore, 
And with unjust detraction him did beard, 

Yet he himselfe so Avell and Avisely bore. 

That in her soveraine lyking he dwelt evermore 

Mil 

But of them all which did his ruinc seeke, 
Threff inightie enemies did him most despight, 
Three mightie ones, and cruell minded eeke, 
That him not oiiely sought by o|x;ii might 
To tfverthroAv, but to sup]ilant by slight : 

The first of them by name AA’as (aild Despettu, 
Exceeding all the rest in powre and hight ; 
The second, not so strong but wise, Hecetto; 
The third, nor strong nor wise, but spightfullest, 
Defetto. 


IX 


XIV 


So forth they traA^eld, an uneven payre 
That mote to all men seeme an uncouth sight; 
A salvage man matcht with a Ladie fayre, 
That rather seem’d the conquest of bis 'might, 
Gotten by spoyle then purchaced aright : 

But he did her attend most carefully,' 

And faithfully did serve both day and night 


Oftimes their sundiy poAvres they did employ, 
And seA’oral deceipts, but idl in Araine ; 

For neither they by force could him destroy, 
Nc yet entrap in treasons subtill trainc. 
Therefore, conspiring all together plainc, 
They did their counsels now in one compound ; 
Where singled forces failc, conj'oynd may gains. 
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The Blatant Beast the tittesL nieancs they found 
To worke his utter shame, and throughly him 
confound. 

XV 

Upon a day, as they the time did waitc, 
VVhen he didraunge the wood for salvage game, 
They sent that Blatant Beast to be a liaite 
To draw him from his deare beloved dame 
Unwares into the dauuger of defame; 

Foi well they wist that Squire to be s<* bold 
That no one beast in foriest, Avyldo or lame. 
Met him in ebast; but be it ehailenge would, 
And iilucke the jiray oftiines out of their greedy 
liould. 

XVI 

The hardy Imy, as they devised had, 

Seeing tlui^ ugly Monster iinssing b\ . 

Upon him set, of perill nought aoh'ad, 

Ke skilfull of the uncouth jeopardy ; 

And charged him so tierce anil furioush'. 

That his great fojee unable to endure, 

He forced ivas to lurne from him and tly : 

Vet ere he fled he Avith his tooth impuie 
Him heedlesse bit, the whiles h? w’as thereof 
.secure. 

XVII ^ 

Securely he did after him pursew, 

Thinking by speed to overtake his flight 
Who through thicke avooUs and brakes and 
briers him drew, 

To Aveary him the more aiulAvaste his spight. 


And threats his horns, and belloAvcs like the 
thunder : [oMinder. 

So did that Squire his foes disperse and drive 

XX 

Him Avell beljjfivcd so ; for his three foes 
Sought to encompasse him on 0 Aer\ side, 

And (iuiigerously did roiinil about enclose : 

But most of all Defetto him annoyde. 

Creeping behinde him still to haA’e destroyde; 
So did Decetto eke liim circumvej^t ; 

But stout Des petto in his greater^ [irydc 
Did front him, face to face against him bent: 
\et he them all Avithstood, aiid often made 
rident. 

XXI ^ 

Till that at length, nigh tyrft Avith former 
chace. 

And weary nmv A\ith carefull keeping Avard, 
He gan to shrinke and someAvhattogive place, 
Full like ere long to have escaped hard ; 

When as niiAiares he in the forrest heard 
A trampling steede. ihatAvith his neighing fast 
Did v\ arne his rider be iippon his gard ; 

With noise Avhereof the Squire, iioav nigh 
^ aghast, • 

KeATved Avas, and sad dispaire away did cast. 


XXII 

he spide a Knight approching 


So that iw'v 1^** iilmost spent his spyght, 

'I ill that at ^ngth unW a ataKly (tMa 1^.,, 

lie came, whcc covert atop Ins fiirtUera.Kht:;p,„ ^ ^ ^ 

J here his three foes shroivded m giiiletull shade 
Out of their ambush broke, and gan hiiu to 
iuY'ade. 

will • 

Sbarpely they all altonce did bim assaile, 

Burning Avith inAvaril rancour and despiglii. 

And heaped strokes did round about Inmhuile 

With 80 hupfoiw, that seemed nothing might ixo iieh^’TimtaaJus' oaiie true Squire: 

''■'■tu'iKl jWhertH>fKte<>iHiinggladhetohto..llow, 

Yet he them all so w^arily did ward, 

That none of Lbcm in liis soft flesh did bite ; 

And all the while his baeke for best safegard 
He lent against a tree, that backoAvard onset 
bard. 


Flftsoones 
iiye ; 

; Who, seeing one in so great daunger set 

bye 
abet, * 

For pitty so to see him overset : 

Whom soono us his tlirec enemies did avav, 
They fled, and fast into the Avood did get. 
Him booted not to tbinke them to pursoAV, 
I'be covert ivas so thicke that did no passi 
shew. 

xxiii • 

Then turning to that sAvaine him Avellheknew 


passage 


Like a Avjdde Bull, that, lieing at a bay, 

Is bayted of a inostiffe and a hound 
And a curre-dog, that doe him sharpe assay 
On CA'cry side, and beat about linn round: 
But most that curre, barking with bitter soAvnd, 
And creeping still Ichindc, doth him iricomber. 
That in liiscliauflehedigsthctrampledgrouiid 


And, him embracing tAvixt his annes entire, 
Him thus liespuke : • IVly liefe, iny lifes desire. 
Why haA'e ye me alone thus long yleft V 
Tell me Aijliat Avorlds despight, or heavens y re. 
Hath you thus long away from me bereltV 
Where have ye all this while bin Avaiidring, 
Avhere bene weft?’ 


XXIV 


With that he sighed deepe for inward tyne ; 
To Avhom the Squire nought annsAvered agaiue, 
But, sliedding few soft teares from tender eyne, 
His dear affect with .silence did reatraine,* 
And shut up all his plaint in privy |iaine, 
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There they awhile some gracious spcachesspent, 
As to them seemed fit time to entertaine; 
After all which up to their steedes they went, 
And forth together rode, a comely couplcment. 


So now they be arrived both in sight 
Of this wyld man, whom they full busie founa 
About the sad Serena things to dight, 

With those brave armours lying on the ground, 
That seem’d^he spoile of some right well re- 
nownd: [stept 

Which when that Squire b^eld. he to them 
Thinking to take them from that hylding 
hound ; 

But he it seeiniplightly to him lept, 

And stcmely with strong hand it from bis 
handling kept. 

XXVI 

Gnashing his grinded teeth ivith griesly 
looke, 

And sparkling fire out of his furious c^me, 
Him with his fist uuwarcs on th’ head he 
strooke, 

That made him downAinto the earth enqjinc : 
Whence soone upstarting much began repine, 
And laying hand upon his wratlifull blade 
Thought ^erewithall forthwith him to have 
slainc ; 

Who it perceiving hand upon him layd, 

^d greedily him griping his aveugement 
stayd. 


With that aloude the faire Serena cryde 
Unto the Knight, them to dispart in twaine ; 
Who to them stepping did them snonc divide. 
And did from further violence rcstraine, 

Albe the wyld-man hardly would rcfraiiie. 
Then gaii the Pmncc of her for to demand 
What and from whence she was, and by what 
traine 

She fell into that salvage villaincs hand? 

And whether free with him she now were, or 
in band ? 

XXVIII 

To whom she thus : ‘ I am, as now^'e see, 
The wretchcdst Dame that lives this day on 
ground ; 

Who both in minde, the which most grievel^ 
And b(Mly have receiv’d a mortall wound, [me, 
That ha^ me driven to this drery stound. 

I w'as orewhile the love of Calepine ; 

Who whether he alive be to be found. 

Or by some deadly chaunce be done to pine 
Since 1 him latelv lost, uneath is to define. 


* In salvage forrest I him lost of late, 

Where 1 had surely lung ere this bene dead, 
Or else remained in most wretched state. 

Had not this wylde man in that wofull stead 
Kept and delivered me from deadly dread. 

In such a salvage wight, of brutish kynd, ^ 
Amongst wilde bcastes in desert forrests bred, 
It is most straunge and wonderfull to fynd 
So milde humanity and perfect gentle myiid. 

XXX 

‘ Let me therefore this favour for him finde. 
That ye will not your wrath upon him wreakc, 
Sith he cannot expresse his simple minde, 

Ne yours conceive, ne but by tokens speake : 
Small praise to prove your powre on wight so 
weakctx [swage. 

With such faire words she did their heat as- 
And the strong course of their displeasure 
breake, ^ 

That they to pitty tumd thefr former rage. 
And each sought to supply the office of her page. 


XXXI 

So having all things well about her dight, 
She on her way cast forward to proceede. 

And they her forth conducted, where they 
might 

Finde harbour fit to comfort her great neede; 
For now her wounds corruption gan to breed : 
And eke this Simire, who likewise wounded was 
Of that same Monster late, for lacke of heed 
Now gan to faint, and further could not pas 
Tlirough feeblenesse, which all his limbes op- 
pressed has. 

XXXII 

So forth they mde*together all in troupe 
To seeke some place the which mote yeeld 
some ease [druupe : 

To iSiese sicke twaine, that now l^gan to 
And all the way the Prince sought to appease 
The bitter anguish of their sharpe disease 
Bytill the courteous mcanes he could invent ; 
Somewhile with nierry purpose, fit to please. 
And otherwhile with good encouragement 
To make them to endure the pains did them 
torment, 

XXXIII 

Mongst which Serena did to him relate 
The foule diwourt'sies and unknightly parts, 
W'hich Turpine had unto her shewed lale. 
Without comfiassion of her cniell smarts : 
Although Blandina did with all her arts 
Him otherwise perswadc all that she might, 
Yet he of malic^ without her desarts, 
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Not onely her excluded late at night, 

But also trayterously did wound her weary 
Knight. 

XXXIV 

Wherewith the Prince sore moved there avoud 
That soone as he returned backe againc, 

He would avenge th’ abuses of that proud 
An/1 shamcfull Knight of whom she did com- 
plaine. 

This wize did they each other entertains 
To passe the tedious travell of the way, 

Till towards night they came unto a plains, 

By which a little Hermitage there lay, 

from all neighbourhood the which annoy 
it may. 

XXXV 

And nigh thereto a little Chappell stoode. 
Which being all with Yvy overspred 
Deckt all the roofe, and, shadowing the roodc, 
Seem’d like a grove fairc braunched over-hed: 
Therein the Hermite, which his life here led 
In straight observaunce of religious vow, 

Was wont his howres and holy things to bed ; 
And therein he likewise was playing now, 
Whenas these Knights arriv’d, tlioy wist not 
where nor how. 

• 

XXXVI 

They stayd not there, but streightway in did 
pas: 

Whom when the Hermite present saw in place, 
From his devotion straight he troubled was ; 
Which breaking off he toward them (Jid pace ! 
With stayed steps and grave beseeming grace;, 
For urell it seem'd that whilome lie had becne 
Some goodly person, and of gentle race, 

That could his good to all; and well did 
weene [scene. 

How each to entertaineVith curt’sic well b^ 

XXXVII 

And Roothly it was sayd by common ffame. 

So long as age enabled him thereto, 

That M bad bene a man of mickle name, 
Renowmed mudi in armes and derring 'hoe; 
But being aged now, and weary to 
Of warres delight and worlds contentious toyle. 
The name of knighthood he did disavow; 

And, hanging up his armes and warlike spoyle. 
From all Uiis worlds incombraunce didhimselfe 
assoyle. 


XXXVIII 

He thence them led into his Hermitage, 
Letting their steedes to graze upon the greene. 
Small was his house, and like a little cage, 

For his owne turne, vet inly neate and dene, 
Deckt with greene boughes and flowers gay 
beseem : 

Therein he them full faire did entertaine 
Not with such forged showes, as fitter beene 
For courting fooles that curtesies w'ould faino, 
But with entire affection and appearaunce 
plaine. 0 

XXXIX 

Yet was their fare but homely, such as hee 
Did use his feeble body to sustaine. 

The which full gladly they did take in groe, 
Such as it was, ne did of waflt complaine, 

But being well suifiz’d them rested faine. 

But fair Serene all night could take no rest, 

Ne yet that gentle Stjuirc, for grievous paine 
Of their late woundco, the wdiich the Blatant 
Beast , 

Had given them, whose griefe through suf- 
I frounce sore incrcast. 


So all that night they past in great disease, 
Till that the morning, bringing eardy light 
To guide mens labours, brought them also eas^ 
And some nsswugeineiitoftheirpainefull plight. 
Then up they ruse, and ganthem selves to dight 
Unto their journey ; but that Squire and Dame 
So faint and feeble were, that they no might 
Kndure to travell, nor one foote to frame : 
Their hearts -were tdeke ; their sides were sore , 
their feetc w'ere lame. 


XU 

j Therefore the Prince, whom great affaires in 
mynd 

Would not permit to maki^there lengcr stay. 
Was forced there to leave them both behynd 
In that good Hermits charge; whom he did 

To tend t^cm well. So forth he -went his way. 
And with him eke the salvage, (that whyleare 
Seeing his ni^'all usage and array 
Was ^eatly growne in love of that brave pere,) 

I Would needes depart ; as shall declared be else- 
where. 
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The lermitc heales both Squire and damp 
Of' their Bore maladies : 

He Turpine doth d^eate, and ^ame 
For his late villanies. 


No wound^Tvliich warlike hand of enemy 
Inflicts with dint of sword, so sore doth 
light 

As doth the poysnous sting, which infamy 
infixeth in tlio'name of noble wight: 

For by no art, n^r any leaches might, 

It ever can recifred be againe; 

Nc all the skill, which that immortall spright 
Of Potlalyrius did in it rctaine. 

Can remedy such hurts : such hurts are hellish 
paine. 

11 

Such were the wounds the which that Blatant 
Beast 

Made in the bodies of that Squire and Dame ; 
And, being such, were ifb\^fniuch more ineftast 
For want of taking heede unto tlic same, 

That now corrupt and curelcssc they bo<»ime : 
Howbe that earefull llerinite did his best, 
With many kindcs of medicines meete, to 
tame 

The poysnous humour which did most infest 
Their ranckling wounds, and evciy day them 
dudy diest. 

in 

For he right well in Leaches craft was seene;' 
And through the long experience of his dayes, 
Which had in many fortunes tossed bcene* 
And past through many pcrillous assayes, 
lie knew the diveise went of mortall w-ayes. 
And in the mindcs of men had great insight ; 
Which with sage counscll, when they went 
astray, 

lie could enforme, and them reduce aright, 
And all the passions hcale which wound the 
weaker spright. 


lie tooke him sclfe unto this Hermitage, 

In which he liv’d alone, like carelesse bird in 
cage. 

V 

One day, as he was searching of their 
wounds, 

He found that they had festred privily ; 

And ranckling inward with unruly stounds, 
The inner pa^s now gan to putrify. 

That quite they seem’d past helpe of surgery; 
And rather needed to be disciplinde 
With liolesome roedc of sad ^briety, 

To rule the stnbbome rage of passion blinde : 
Give salves to every sore, but counscll to the 
mindc. • 

VI 

So, takings them apart into his cell, 
lie to that point fit speaches gan to frame, 

As he the art. of words knew wondrous well. 
And eke could doe as well as say the same ; 
And thus he to them sayd: *Faire daughter 
Dame, [now lie 

And you, faire Sonne, which here thus long 
In pitedhs languor since ye hither came, 

In vaine of me ye hope for remedie, 

And 1 likewise in vaine doe salves to yon 
applie : 

VII 

* For in your selfe j^ur onely helpe doth lie 
To lieale your selves, and must proceed alone 
From j’our owne will to cure your maladic. 
Who oan him cure that will lie cur’d of none ? 
If therefore health sccke, observe this one: 
First leamc your outward senses to refraine 
Fron»tliings that stirre up fraile affection ; 
Your eies, your eares, your tongue, your talk 
restraine [containe. 

From that they most affect, and in due termes 

VIII 


For whylome he had bene a doughty Knight, * For from those outward sences, ill affected, 
As any one that lived in his daies, llic seede of all this evill first doth spring, 

And pn>ved oft in many perillous fight, ; Which at the first, before it had infected, 

Of which he grace and glory wonne alwaics, ,Mote easie be supprest with little thing; 

And in all battels bore away the bales : jBut being grower! strong it forth doth bring 

But being now attach t with timely age, 'Sorrow, and anguish, and impatient paine, 

And' weary of this worlds unquiet waies, ' In th’ inner parts ; and lastly, scattering 
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Contagious poyson close through every value. 
It never rests till it have wrought his iiiiall 
banc. 

IX 

‘For that bcastes teeth, which wounded you 
tofore, 

Are so exceeding vcnemous and kcene, 

Made all of rusty yron ranckling sore, 

That where they bite it booteth not^ to weene 
With salve, or antidote, or other iiiene. 

It ever to amend : ne marvaile ought, 

For that same beast was httwl of hellish streiie. 
And long in darksome Stygian den iipbrought, 
hogot of foule Jilchidiia, as in bixikes is 
taught. 

X 

‘ Echidna is a Monster dircfull dred. 

Whom Gods doe hate, and hefvcns abhor to 
see; 

So hideous is her shape, so huge her hed. 

That even Uie hellish fiends affrighted bee 
At sight thereof, and from her presence flee : 
Yet did her face and former pvts professe 
A fairc young Mayden, full of comely glee; 
Hut all her hinder |jarts did plaine expresse 
A monstrous Dragon, full of fearefiiU iiglinesse. 


‘ To her the Gods, for her so dreadfull face. 

In fearefull darkenessc, furthest from the skic 
And from the earth, appointed have her pla<-e 
Mongst rocks and caves, wiicrc sho enrold 
doth lie 

In hideous honour and obscurity, 

Wasting the strength of her immortall age : 
There did Typhoon with her company ; 

Cruell Typhoon, whose tempestuous rage 
Makes th’ heavens tremlne oft, and him with 
vowes asswage. 

XII * 

‘ Of that enmmixtion they did then beget 
This hellisli Dog, that hight the Blatant 
Beast; 

A wicked Monster, that his tongue doth whet 
Gainst all, both good and bad, both most and 
least. 

And pours his poysnoua gall forth to infest 
The noblest wights with notable defame : 

Ne ever Knight that bore so lofty creast, 

Ne ever Lady of so honest name. 

But he tlicm spotted with reproch, or secrete 
shame. 

XIII 

‘ In vaine therefore it were with medicine 
To goe about to salve such kynd of 


'fhat rather nccdcs wise read and discipline. 
Then outward salves that may augment it 
more.’ 

‘ Aye me ! ’ (sayd then Serena, sighing sore) 

* Wliat hope of helpe doth then for us remaiue. 
If tliat no si^es may us to health restore? ’ 

‘ But sith we need gooil counsell,' (sayd the 
swaine) [ siistaine.’ 

‘ Aread, good Sire, some counscll that may us 


‘ The best ’ (sayd he) ‘ that I can you advize, 
Is to avoidc the occasion of the ill : 

For when the cause, whence evill doth arize. 
Removed is, th’ effect surccaseth still, [will ; 
Abstaine from pleasure, ai^l restraine your 
Subdue desire, and bridle loo^ delight ; 

Use scanted diet, and forbeurc your till ; 

Shun secresie, and talke in open sight : 

So shall you soone repaire your present evill 
plight.’ 

XV 

Thus having sayd, his sickely patients 
Did gladly hearken to his grave bchcast, 

And kept so well his wise commaundements, 
Th^ in short spaceatliwr malady was ceast, 
And eke the biting of that harmcfull Beast 
Was throughly heal’d. Tho when they did 
perceave 

Their wounds recur’d, and forces reincreast. 

Of that good Uermite both they tooke their 
leave, [leave : 

And went both on their way, ne ech would other 

XVI 

But each the other vow’d t’ accompany ; 

The Lady, for that she was much in dred, 

Now left alone in great extremity ; 

The Squire, fur that he courteous was indeed. 
Would not her leave alone in her great need. 
So both together traveld, till they met 
With a faire Mayden clad in mourning weed, 
Upon a mangy jade unmcetcly set. 

And a lewd foole her leading thorough diy 
and wet. 

XVII 

But by what meanes that shame to her 
bhfell. 

And how thereof her selfc she did acquite, 

I must awhile forbeare to you to tell ; 

Till that, as comes by course. I doe recite 
What fortune to the* Briton Prince did lite. 
Pursuing Giat proud Knight, the which 
iraileare 

Wrought to Sir Calepine so foule despight ; 
And eke his Lady, though she sickely were, 
So lewdly had abusde, as ye did lately hearo. 
cc2 
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XVIII 

The Prince, according to the former tuken 
Which faire Serene to him delivered had, 
Pursu’d him streight ; in mynd to bene ywro- 
Of all the ^nle dcmcano and'us^e bad, * [ken 
With which he had those two ^ ill bestad : 
Ne wight with him on that adventure went. 
But that Avylde man; whom tliough he oft 
forbad, 

Yet for no bidding, nor for being shent. 

Would he rc^^trayned be from his attciidement. 

XIX 

Arriving there, as did by chaunce befall, 

He found the gate wyde ope, and in he rode, 
Ne stayd, till t^wt he came into the hall ; 
Where’ soft dismounting, like a weary lode, 
Ujion the ground with feeble feete he trade. 

As he unable were for very neede 
To move one foote, but there must make 
abode : 

The whiles the salvage man did take his steede, 
And in some stable ncore did set him up to 
feede. 

XX 

Ere long to him a hoAcB'groome there tame, 
That in rude wise him asked, what he was 
That durst so boldly, without let or shame, 
Into his Lords forbidden hall to jtasse V 
To whom the Prince, him fayning to embase, 
Mylde answer made, he was an errant Knight, 
The which was fall'n into this feeble ease 
Through many wounds, which latclv he in 
liKbt 

Received had, and prayd topitty his ill plight. 

XXI j 

But he, the more outrageous and bold, 
Sternely did bid him quickely tlience avaunt. 
Or deare abv; for-why his Lord of old 
Hid hate all crnfht Knights which there did 
haunt, 

Ne lodging would to any of them graunt ; 

And therefore lightly bad him packe away, 
Not sparing him with bitter ivonls to taunt. 
And therewithall rude hand on him did lay, 

To thrust him out of dore doing his worst assay. 


Which when the Salvage, coniming now in 
place. 

Beheld, eftsooncs he all enraged grew. 

And, running streight upon that villaine bas^ 
Like a fell Lion at him fierct^ly flew. 

And with his taeth and nailes, in present vew. 
Him rudely rent and all to pe^s tore ; 

So miserably him all helpelesBe sleir, 


That with the noise, whilest he did loudly wire. 
The people of the house rose forth in great up- 
Tore. 

XXIII 

Who when on ground they saw their fellow 
slainc, fpyt 

And that same Knight and Salvage standing 
Upon them two they fell ivith might and 
And on them laydso huge and horribly, [ maine. 
As if the^ would have slaiue them presently: 
But the bold PriniiC defemled him so well, 
And their assault withstood att mightily. 
That, maugre all their might, he did repell 
And beat them back, whilest many underneath 
him fell. 

XXIV 

Yet he them still so sharpely did piirsew. 
That few of Ijhem be left alive, which fled 
Those evill tidings to their Lord to shew : 
Who, hearing how his people bailly sped, 
Came forth in hast ; where, \^icn ns with the 
dead [Knight 

He saw the ground all strow’d, and that same 
And salvage ^ith their blond fresh steeming 
red, 

He woxe nigh road with wrath and fell de- 
And withlkjirochfull words him tlius bespake 
on bight. 

XXV 

^ Art thou he, traytor, that with treason nle 
Hast slnine my men in this unmanly moncr, 
jAnd now triiimphc.st in the piteous spoile 
,Of thefie puore folk, whose soules with black 
dishonor 

And foule defame doe deckc th v bloiidy bancr ? 
The mcede whereof shall shortly be tliy shame, 
And wretched end which still nttendeth on her.’ 
Witli that him selfe»to battell he did Iramc ; 
So did his forty yeomen, which there with him 
came. 

• XXVI 

With dreadfiill force they all did him assaile, 
And round about wdth lK>ystrous strokes op- 
• presse, 

Tliat on his shield did rattle like to haile 
In a ^^at tempest ; that in such distresse 
He wist not to w'hich side him to addresse :■ 
And evermore tliat craven cowherd Knight 
Was at his hacke with heartlesse heedinesse, 
Wayting if lie unwares him murlher might : 
For cowardize doth still in villany delight. 


^Vhereof whenas the Prino.e was well awar 
He to him turnd with furious intent, 

And him against his powre gan to prepaie : 
Like a fierce Bull, that being buaie bent 


t 
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To fight with many foes about him mcnt, But still did lieasdeatl, and quake, and quiver, 
Feeling some enrre behinde his heelcB to bite, I That even the Prince his basenesse did dc- 
Turnes him about with fell avengement : j spize ; 

So likewisetiirndethc Prince upon the Knight, 'And eke his Dame, him seeing in such guize, 
And layd at him amune with all his will and fiaii him rec^nforf and from ground to rcare : 
might. jWho rising pp at la^t in ghastly wize, 

XXVIII Like troubled ghost, did dreadfully appeirc, 

Who, when he once his dreadfull strokes had As one that had no lile him left througli for- 
Durst not the furic of his force abyde, [ tasted, | feare. 

But turn’d abacke, and to retyre him hasted | xxxiii 

Through the thick prease, there thinking himl Whom when the Prince so deadlp saw dismayd, 
to hyde : [eyde,'He for such basenesse shamefully him shent. 

But, when the Prince had once him plaineh ! And with sharpe words did bitterly upbrayd : 
lie foot by foot him followed alway, * 1 ‘ Vile cow heard dogge ! now doe I much repent, 

Ne would* him sufler once to shrinke asyde, jThat ever I this life unto thee lent. 

But joyning close huge lode at him dicriay : 1 Whereof thou, cay live, so uivyorthie art. 

Who Hying still did ward, and warding fiyiThat Isdli thy love, for laeke of hardhnent, 
away. • And eke thy sello, for want of manly hart, 

XXIX And eke ail knights hast shamed with this 

But, when his foe he ^till so eager saw, knightlesse part . 

Unto his hueleibhiinaclfc he did betake, 

Hoping unto some refuge to withdraw : xxxiv 

No would the Prince him ever^foot forsake ‘ Yet further hast thou heai>ed diamc to shame. 

Where so he went, but after him did make. And crime to crime, by this thy cowheard 
He Aed from roome to rooiiie. from place to place, I feare: 

Whylest every joynt for dread ^ dcutli did Foi»lir«t, it w'as totluft reprochfnll blame 

quake, To erect this w’icked custome, which I heare 

Still looking after him that did him chacc, Gainst errant Knights and Ladies thou dost 
That made him evermore increase his speedie renre ; [spoile, 

pace. Whom w hen thou mayst thou dost of arms de- 

XXX Or of their upper gannent hey w^eare ; 

At last he up into the chamber cam<^ Yctdocstthounot with manhood, but wdthguil^ 

Whereas his love was sitting all akinc, Maiiitamc this evil use, thy foes thereby to 

Waytiiig what tydings of her folkc became. foile. 

There did the Prince him overtake aiione, xxxv 

Crying in value to lier him to bemone ; « And lastlv, in appvoyance of thv >VTong, 

And with hLs sword liim on the head did sniyte, To shew Mii h faintnesse and foulc cowardize 
That to the ground he feA 111 senselessc sw’onc : is greatest shame ; for oft it fidles, that strong 
Yet, whether thwart or llatly it did lyte. Ami valiant Knights doe rashly enten)rize 
The tenipred steclc did not into his brayiiepmi Kit her for fame, or else for ^xeroize, 

Hyl«- • A wTougfull quarrell to mamtaine by fight; 

Yet have through prowesse and their brave 
Which when the Ladie saw, with great of- emprize 

fright • Gotten great w'orship in this worldes sight : 

She starting up began to shricke aloud ; For greater force there needs to maintaiiie 
And w'ith her garment (Covering him from siglit, wrong then right. 

Seem’d under her protection him to shroud ; 

And falling lowly at his feet her bow'd * xxxvi 

Upon ber knee, iiitreating liim for grace, ‘ Yet, since thy life unto this Ladie favre 

And often him besought, and prayd, and vowd, I giveu have, live in leproch and scome, 

That with the ruth of her so wnttched «ise, Ke ever oimes nc ever knighthood dare 
He stayd his second strooke, and did his hand Hence to professe ; for shame is to adome 

With so brave badges one so basdy borne : 
*xxii But onely breath, sith that I did forgive.’ 

Her weed she then wiUidrawing did him dis- .So having from his craven bodie tome 

cover ; . Those goodly armes, he them away did give, 

Who DOW come to himselfc yet would not riEe,tAnd onely suffred him this wretchM life to live. 
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XXXVII 

There whitest he thus was setling things above, 
Atweiie that Ladie myld and recreant knight, 
To whom his life he graunted for her love. 

He gan bethinkc him in what perilous plight 
He hod behynd him left that sa%ige wight 
Amongst so many foes, whom sure he thought 
llv this quite slaine in so uncquall fight : 
Therefore descending backe in haste he sought 
If yet he were alive, or to destruction brought. 

• XXXVIII 

There he him found environed about [slaine, 
With slaughtred bodies which his hand had 
And laying 3^et afresh, w'ith courage stout, 
Uix)n the rest th^t did alive remaine ; 

Whom he likc^vfte right sorely did constraiuo, 
Like Bcattred shcepe, to sceke for safetic. 

After he gotten hi^ with busie paine 
Some of their weapons which thereby did lie, 
With which he layd about, and made them fast 
to flic. 


Where him Blandina fajTely enterta.^Tied 
! With all the courteous glee and goodly feast 
The which for him she could imapne best: _ 
For well she knew the waves to win good will 
Of every wight, that were not too infest ; 

And how to please the minds of good and ill, 
Through tcmpcriiifr of her words and lookes bj’ 
wondrous skill. 

XLIT 

Yet were her words and lookes but false and 
fayned, 

To some hid end to make more easie way. 

Or to allure such fondlings whf»m she trayned 
Into her trap iintr» their ownc decay : 

Thereto, when needed, she could weei»e and 
pray, 

And when her listed she could fawnc and flat t cr ; 
Now smyling^imoothly, like to somincrh day, 
Now glooming sadly, so to cloke her matter ; 
Yet were lier words but wynd, and all her tcares 
but water. ’ • 


XXXIX 

Whom when the Prince so felly saw to rag«*, 
Approching to him iicurc*, ln^ hand he stayd, 
And sought by making fcgw's him to a^swiigc ; 
Who them iwrcciving streight, to him ohayil, 
As to his Lord, and dowiic his weapons layd, 
As if he long luul to his beasts bene trayned. 
Thence he him brought away, and up com ayd 
Into the chamber, wdiere that Dame remaynVd 
With her unworthy knight, who ill him cn- 
tertayned. 

XI. 

Whom when the Salvage StW from daunger 
Sitting beside his Ladie there at ease, [free. 
He wdl remembred that the same w^as hee, 
Which lately sought his Lord for to displease: 
Tho all in rage he on him streight did seaze, 
As if he would in |)Coces him have rent: 

And, were not thattlie Prince did him appeaze. 
He had not left one limbe of him unrent : 

But streight he held his hand at his com- 
maundement. 

XLI 

Thus having all things w'cll m peace ordayned, 
The Prince himselfe there all that night ^d rest ; 


XI.III 

Wlicthcr such'^graa' w'crc given her by kynd. 
Ah women wont their guilofull wits to gu5*dc, 
Or learn ’d ||h(> art lo please, I doe not fynd : 
This well 1 wotc, thal she so well .apfilydc 
Her pleasing tongue, that .soone s)io paeifyde 
The w'rathfull Prince, and w'roughi her hus- 
bands ])ence : 

Who nathelesse, not therewith stitisfyde, 

His nmcoroiis despight did not rclca.sse, 

Ne secfctly from thought of fell revenge 
burccassc : 

XLIV 

For all that night, the whylcsthc Prince did 
rest 

In earelesse couch, not weeting what was ment, 
lie w’atcht in close auayt with weapons jire-t. 
Willing to workc his villcnoiis intent 
On him that had so shamefully him slient : 
Yet durst he not for very cowardizo 
KfFccJ the Hamc, whyle'st all the night w'as 
spent. 

The morrow next the Prince did earlv rize, 
And passed forth to follow his firk enter- 
piizc. 
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CANTO VII. ' 

Tnrpine is bafTnld ; his two knights 
1)00 gnine their tronsonR mood : 
Fajre Mirabcllaes punishnicnt 
For Loves cUisdsunc decreed. 


Likk. as the gentle hart it solfc iiowraycs 
111 (loinp; f^cutlc deodcs willi frank e deli^htf 
Kvcii so the baser mind it selfc dii>])hiyes 
In rnnered malice and n'vcn^ehdl spight: 

For to nialigne, t' eiuio, t’ use shifting .slif^ht, 
lie arguments of a \ilc dongliill ifiind, 

Whicli, what it ilare not doe by ojicn might, 

To worke by wicked treason waves doth find, 
liy .such discourtMus deeds discovering his liase 
kind. 

" • 

That well appears in this discourteous knight, 
The cow’ard Tnrpine, whereof now I treat ; 
Who notwithstanding tliat in forme* light 
He of the Prince his life received late, 

Yet in his iniinl, malitious and ingratc, 

He gan devize to be aveng’d anew* 

For all that .sliainc, which kindled inw ard liate : 
Therefore, so soone as he wms out of \ew. 
llimselfc ill hast he arm'd, and did higi fast 
porsew. 

Ill 

Well did he tract his steps as he did ryde. 

Vet would not iicare approch in daungers eye. 
Hut kept aloofe for dread he descri de. 

I hit ill lit time and place he mote esjn. 

Where lie mole w'orke him scatli ami villeiiy. 
At last he met tw'o knights to him unkiiow iie, 
The which were aimed both agreeably, * 

And both eomb^'iid, whatever cliauiiec w'cre 
blow'nc , 

Bctwi.xt them to divide, and each to make nls 
oAvne. 

iv 

I'd whom false Turpinc eomraing courteously, 
To clokc the niischiefc which he inly inoiit, 
(ian to complainc of great discoiirtesic. 

Which a siraunge knight, that iicare afore him 
Avent, 

Had doeii to him, and his dearc Ladie shent: 
Which if they would afford him uyde atiiewl 
For to avenge in time conA'cnieiit, 

Thev should ncoom])llsh both a knightly dei'd, 
And fur their paiiies obtainc uf him a goodly 
meed. 


The knights belec\ 'd that all he sayd Aivas 
trew' ; 

And being fresh ami full of youthly spright, 
Were glad to hoarc of that ad^anture new, 

In Avhich they mote make triall of their might 
Which never yet they had approv’d in tight, 
And eke desinm** of the offreil meed : 

Said then the one of them ; ‘ Where is that w’ight 
The A\ Inch hathdeeii to thee thiswrongfnll deed. 
That we may it avenge, and punish him AiA'ith 
.speed ? ’ 

VI 

* He rides ’ fsaid Turj^in^* there not farreafore, 
With*a Avyld man solt footing by his syde; 
That, if ye list to haste a litle more, 

Ye may Inin oAcrtake in tiinelv tyde.’ 
Efi.sooiics thoA ]iricked forth a\ ith forwrard pr}’'dc, 
And, ere that htle Avhile they ridden had, 

The gentle Prinee not farre aA\ay they spyde, 
llyding a softly ]iuce amIIi portaiice sad, 
Ik'vizing of his love more then of daunger drad. 

VI I 

Then one of them aloud unto him cn-de, 
Bidding him turne againc, false traytour 
knight, 

Foule Avonian-wronger, for he him defvdc. 
Willi that they both at once A^th cquall spight 
Did bend their spearcs, and both Avith equall 
might [ marke, 

Against him ran ; but th' one did mi.xsc his 
And being oarried Avith his force forthright 
Hlaunst sAviftly by; like to that lieaA'cnly 
sparke, 

Which girding through the ayre lights all the 
he^'cns darkc. 


But th’ other, ayming better, did him smite 
Full in the shield with so impetuous pow're. 
That all his launce in peeees shivereil quite^ 
And scattered all about fell on the tlowie: 

But the stout Prince, with much more steddy 
stowre, 

Full on his bever did him strike so sure, 
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That the cold steele, through piercing, did de- 
vowre 

His vitall breath, and to the gronnd him bore, 
Where still he bathed lay in his owne bloody 
gore. . 

IX ^ I 

; As when a cast of Faulcons make their flight 
I At an Herneshaw, tliat lyes aloft on wing, 

« The whyles they strike at him with heedlesse 

mig^ 

The waric fmile his bill doth backward wring; 
On which the first, whose force her first doth 
bring, i 

Her sclfe quite through the bodiedoth engorc, 
And falleth downc to ground like .senselessc 
Butth’ other, ifult so swift as she before, [thing; 
Fayles of her souse, and passing by doth hurt 
no more. 

X 

By this the other, which was passed by, 
Himselfe recovering was return’d to fight, 
Where when he saw his fellow lifelesse ly. 

He much was daunted with so dismall sight ; 
Yet, nought abating of his former spight. 

Let drive at him witli^o jpalitious Tnynd| 


For th’ one is dead, and th’ other soone shall die, 
Unlesse to me thou hether bring with speed 
The wretch that hvr’d you to this wicked deed.’ 
He glad of life, and willing eke to wreake 
The guilt on him which did this mischiefe 
breed, 

Swore by his sword, that neither day nor weeke 
He would surccasse, but him where so be were 
would seeke. 

XIV 

So up he rose, and forth streightway he went 
Backe to the place where Tnrpine late he lore ; 
There he him found in great astonishment, 

To see him so bedight witli Idoodic gore, 

And griesl}’ wounds that him appalled sore ; 
Yet thus at length he saul : * Ihov now, Sir 
knight. 

What mcauetli this which here 1 sec before? 
How fortuncth tins fuulc unuoincly ])hglit, 

So different from that which cars! ye seem’d 
in sight ? ’ • 

XV 

‘ Perdie,’ (said he) ‘ in cvill houre it fell. 
That ever 1 fur meed did undcrUike 
So hard a taske as life fur hvre to .sell ; 


As ifhc would have passed through himquight;iThc whicR 1 earst adventur'd fur >onr .sake: 
But thestcelc-head nostodlast huldcouldfyml,] Witncs.se the wounds, and this w’Vde bloudie 


But glauncing by deceiv’d him of that he de- 
synd. 

XI 

Not so the Prince ; for his well-learned speore 
Tooke surer hould, and from his hurse.s backe 
Above a launces length him forth did bearc. 
And gainst the cold hard earth so sore him 
strakc. 

That all his hones in peeces nigh he brake. 
Where seeing him so lie, he left his steed. 


lake, 

Wliicli ye may see yet all about me stoeinc. 
Therefore now yeolcl, as ye did pruiui.se make. 
My due reward, the which right w'cll 1 deeme 
1 A'oaaied liavc, that life su dcarcly did r**- 
deeme.’ 

XVI 

‘But where then Is’ (quoth he halfc wroth- 
folly) [bought. 

Where i.s the hentie, which therefore I 


And to him leaping vengeance thought to take Thai cursed cavtive, inv Htn>ng cnemv. 

Of him for all his former follies meed, [breed. That recreant* knight,’ whose hated life I 
With flaming swiprd in hand his tenor more to : ^ sought ? [ought ?’ 

[And where is eke your friend Avhich halfc it 
I * He lyes’ (said he) ‘ upon the cold bare ground. 
The fcarfull swayne beholding death so nic, jSlajme of that errant knight with whom he 
Clyde out aloud for mercie, him to save ; I fought ; 

In’lieu whereof he w'ould to him desene Whom afterw ards my selfe w ith many a wound 
Great treason to him meant, his life to reave, j Did slay againe, as' ye may sec there in the 
The Prince soone hearkned, and his li(pfoigave. s'touhd.’ 

Then thus said he: ‘There is a straungerj xvii 

knight, 

The which, for promise of grwtmecd, usdrave 
To this attempt to wreake his liid despiglit, 


Thereof false Turpin was full glad and fame, 
And needs with him streight to the place 
would rvde, 


For that lurnwlfe thereto didrvant sufficient Where ho hiin,;elfe’ini^H,t«echiafoeiiianiil^ 

could not be satisfvde. 


XPI 

The ‘Prince much mused at such villenie. 
And sayd : ‘ Now sure ye well hare earn’d 
your meed ; 


^ os they rwle he saw the way all ilyde 
With stroames of bluud ; which tructing by 
the traile, ® ^ 

Ere long they came, whereas in uvill tyde 
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That other awayne, like ashes deadly pale. 

Lay in the lap of death, rawing his wretched 
bale. t 

XVIII I 

Much did the Graven seeme to mone his 
case, 

That for his sake his deare life had forgone ; 
And, him bcwayling with aflection base, 

Did counterfeit kind pittie where was none : 
For wheres no courage, thercs no ruth nor 
mone. 

Thence passing forth, not farre away he found 
Whereas the Prince himselfe lay all alone. 
Loosely displayd upon the grassie ground, 
Possessed of swectc sleepe that lulu him soft 
ill Bwound. 


Wearie of travell in his former ^ght, 
lie there in shade himsclfc had layd to rest, 
Having his arm^ and warlike ‘things un- 
dight, 

Fearelessc of foes that mute his peace molest ; 
Tlie whyles his salvage page, ^hat wont be 
prest, 

Was wandred in the ivood another way. 

To doc some thing that seemed to hlbi best ; 
The whyles his l^rd in silver slomlier lay. 
Like to the I’^vcning starre adorn’d with dcawy 


W^hom when as Turpin saw so loosely layd, 
He weened well that he in deed was den^, 

Like as tnat other knight to him liod sayd ; 
But, when he nigh ap])rocht, he mote aread 
Plaiiie signes in him of life and livelihcad : 
Whereat, much griev'd against that straunger 
knight, • 

That him too light of credence did mislead, 
He would have backc retyred from that sight, 
That was to him on earth the deadliest dcsiyght. 


XXI 

But that same knight would not once iet 
him start, 

But plainely gan to him declare the case 
Of all his mischiefe and late lucklesse smart ; 
How both he and his fellow there in place 
Were vanquished, and put to foulc disgrace ; 
And how that he, in lieu of life him lent, 

Had vow’d unto the victor him to trace 
And follow through the world where so he 
went. 

Till that he him delivered to his punishment. 


And, softly whispering him, entyrely prayd 
T’ ad^-ize nim better then by such a traine 
Him to betray unto a straunger swainc : 

Yet rather counseld him contrarywize, 

Sith he likew^ did wrong by h'im sustainc, 
To joi'ne witl/him and vengeance to devize, 
Why lest time did offer meanes him sleeping tc 
surprize. 

XVIIT 

Nathelesse, for all his speach.the gentle 
knight * 

Would not be tempted to such villenie. 
Regarding mure his faith which he did plight, 
All were it to his mortall encmie. 

Then to entrap him by false treacherie : 

Great shame in lieges‘ blood t(?^e embrew’d! 
Thus why lest they were debating divcrslie. 
The Sul\ age forth out of the wootl issew'd 
Backe to the place, whereas his Lord he sleep- 
ing vew’d. 

XXIV 

There when he saw those two so neare liim 
stand, [bee; 

He doubted much what mote their meaning 
And y I rowing down%h^load out of his hand, 
(To weet, great store of firresl fnite w'hich hec 
Had for his food late gathered from the tree,) 
llimsclfe unto his w capon he betooke, 

That was an oaken plant, which lately hec 
Rent by the root ; w’hich he so stcrneli'’ shooke. 
That like an hazell w'ond it quivered and 
quookc. 

XXV 

Whereat the Prince aw’aking, w’hen he spyde 
The traytour Turpin w’ith that other knight. 
He started up ; and snatching neare his syde 
Ills tnistie sword, the servant of his might. 
Like a fell Lyon leaped to him light, 

And his left hand upon his collar layd. 
Therew'iih the cowheard, denied with adiight, 
Fell Hat to ground, nc word unto him sayd, 
But, holding up his hands, with silence liicrcie 
prayd. 

XXVI 

But he so full of indignation was, 

That to his prayer nought he w’ould iucline, 
But, as hc^lay upon the humbled gras, 

His foot he set on his vile neckc, in signe 
Of servile yoke, that nobler harts repine : 
'riieii, letting him arise like abject thrall, 

He gan to him object his haynous crime. 

And to revile, and rate, ami recreant call. 

And lastly to despoylc of knightly bauuurall. 


xxii 

He, therewith much abashed and affrayil. 
Began to tremble every limbe and vaine ; 


xxvii 

And after all, for greater iiifamie, 
lie by the heeles him hung upon a tree, 
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And bafTiiId so, that all which passed by 
The picture of his punishment mi^ht sec, 

And by the like ensample warned hoe, 

How ever they throujrh treason doe trespassc. 
But turne we now backe to that Ladie free, 
Whom late we left n'ding uponVn Asse, 

Led by a Carle and foole which by her side did 
passe. 

XXVIIT 

She was a ^dic of great dignitie, 

And lifted up to honorable place, 

Famous through all the land of ('aerie : 
Though of mcane parent.igc and kindred base, 
Yetdeckt with wondrous giftes of natures grace, 
That all men did her pors«)n much admire, 
And praise the Mature of her goodly face; 

The beames whereof did kindle lovely lire 
In til’ harts of many a knight, and many a 
gentle squire. 

XXIX 


And, nought regarding her so goodly hew. 
Did laugh at her that many did deride, ^ 
Whilest she did wcepe, of no man mercifide : 
For on a da}', when (hipid kept his court. 

As he is wont at each Saint Valentide, 

Unto the which all lo\ers doc resort, 

Tliat of their loves successe they there may 
make report ; 

XXXTII 

It fortun’d then, that when the roules were 
red I fyled, 

In which the names of all loves folkc were 
That m.my there were missing . which were ded. 
Or kept in bands, or from their love** exyled. 
Or by some other violence dc^poyled : 

Which ulien O'. Cupid heard, he wexeduroth ; 
And doubting to be wronged or beguyled. 

He bad his eyes to be iinblindfold both, 

Tiiat lie might sec his men, and inn-tcr them 
by oth. • 


But she thereof grciv proud and insolent, 
That none she worthie thouglil to be her fere. 
But scored them all that love unto her inent: 
Yet was she lov’d of many a worthy pore: 
Unworthy she to be beloifd so dere, • 
That could not weigli of worthinesse aiight: 
For beautie i.s more gloi ions bright and clere. 
The more it is admir'd of many a \\ ight, 

And noblest she that served is of noblest 
knight. 

wx 

But thi.'. coy Damzell thought contrariwizc, 
'J'hat such proud looks would make her pritysed 
more ; 

And that, the more she did all love despizc. 
The more would wretchcil lovers her adore. 
What cared she who sighed for her sore. 

Or who did waylc or M'atcli the wearie night ? 
I^et them that li^ their iucklesse lot deplore, 
She was bonic free, not bound to any wight, 
And so would ever live, and love her owne dc- 
light. 

XXXI 


Through such her stiibborne stifne.s.sc and hard 
Many a wretch for want o! remedie [liart, 
Did languish long in life<cnnsuming smart, 
And at the last through dreary dolour die : 
Whylest she, the Ladic of her'libcrtie. 

Did boast her beautie had .such soveraine might. 
That with the orely twinckle of her eye 
She could or save or spill whom she w< mid hight : 
What could the God doc more, but doe it more 
aright? 

XXXII 

But loe ! the Gods, that mortal! follies vew. 
Did worthily revenge this maydens pride ; 


X\MV 

Then found V' many missing of his crow. 
Which wont doe suit'and service to his might. 
Of 'whom vhal wa.'< hecoincii no man knew. 
Tberefon ft .liiiic was iiiipaneld streighi 
T’ enquire ol tliem, w liellier by force, or sleight, 
tb'lluii owne guilt. tlie\ were away eoniajd 
To whom foiilc liifamie and fell De^piglil 
Gave evideiire, that they vere all b« tra\il 
And inuulrcd oniellv b\‘ a rebellious Miud. 


XXXV 

F-ayie IMirabella was her name, wiien by 
Of Uil those eryme< .she there indited wa's : 

All winch A\ ben Cupid beard, he by and by 
In great displeasuu^wild a Caj)ias' 

Sbould is'.iif lorlii t' attach that scornefuU 
la^^e. 

The warrant str.iight A\as made, and tliero- 
• wit hall 

A BaAliefl’e-eirant forth in post did passe, 
Wl^om they by name there Port amore did call; 
He AAhich doth summon lo\ers to love.s indge- 
luent liall 

xxwi 

Thedam/ell Av.a.sattaeht, and shortly bnnight 
Unto tlie barre wln‘reas she was arrawied; 

But she t hereto iiuiild pleail, nor answere ought, 
Lven for stiibborne pride w Inch her restrayiicd. 
So judgement past, as is by law ordayiied 
In cases like ; Avbicli Avlien at la^t slie saw, 
Her stiibborne hart, Avliich love before dis- 
davned, 

Gan stoiipc: and, falling downc with humble 

k aive, 

Jryde mercic, to abate the extremitie of lawi 
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XXXVII 

The sonne of Venus, who is myld by kynd 
But where he is provokt with peevishncsse, 
Unto her prayers piteously enclynd, 

And did the rijjour of his doome rcpressc ; 

Yet not so freely, but that nathclesse 
lie unto her a penance did impose, 

Which was, that through this worlds wyde 
wildemcs 

She wander should in companie of those, 

Till she had sav’d so many loves as she did lose. 

XXXVIIl 

So now she had bene wandring two whole 
yenres 

Throughout the world in this uncomely case, 
Wasting her goodly how in heavio toarcs. 

And her good daye's in dolorous difgraec : 

Yet had she not in all those two yoaros s]>acp 
Saved but two, yet in two yoares iK'fiiro, 
Through her dispkeous pride, whiles! love 
lack I place, . 

She had ilostmyod two and twenty* more. ' 

Aic me! how could bur love make half amends 
therefore ? I 

XWIV • 


And sib to great Oigolio, which was slainc 
By Arthure, when as Unas Knight he did 
maintaine. 

XLII 

Ilis lookes wey dreadful], and his fiery eics. 
Like two great Ifeacons, glared bright and wyde, 
(ilauncing askew', as if his enemies 
I lie scorned in his overweening prj’de ; 

And stalking stately, like a Crane, did stiydc 
I At cverv step uppon the tiptoes hi^ 

And, all the w’ay he went, on every syde 
He gaz’d about and stared hovriblie. 

As if he w'ith his lookes would all men terrific. 

XLiir , 

He w'ore no armour, nc for none did care. 

A^ no w'hit dreading any living wight; 

Hut in a Jacket, quilted richly rare 
I’lam elipcklaton. he was straiingcly dight ; 
And on hLs head a roll of linnen plight, 
bike to the More? of Malabcr, he woie. 

With which his lock'^, as blacke as pitchy night, 
Were bound abcuit and voyded from before; 
And ill his hand a mighty yron club he bore. 

XMV 


And now .she w’as uppiiti the w'cary w-ay, 
lien a^ the gentle Squire, w'jtli faire Serene. | 
Met her in such mis'.oemiug foiile array; j 
'I’he w lilies that mighty man did her demeanc 
With all the oA'ill termes ami criiell meane 
'I’hat he could make : And eeke that angry #M>le 
Which follow’d her. with cursed hands uiieleaiie ■ 
Wh ipi ling her horse, did wit h h is .smarting toole 
(Jft whip her dainty sclfe. and much augment^ 
her diMilc. 

M. • 

Xc ought it mote availe her to entreat 
The one or th' other better her to u*-e ; 

For both so wilfull weie iiiid ob.stinnto • 
That all her piteous plaint they did refuse. 
And rather did the num* her beatc and bnise : 
But mo.st the loniier \ilhiiiie, which did lead* 
Her tyreling jade, wu.s hoiit her to abu.se ; 
Who,* though sue were with wcariiio.ssc nigh 
dead, 

Yet w'ould not Jet hcrlite, nor rcstalittle .stead’ 


Thi.s W’as Disdaine, Avholed th.it Ladies hi>r.se 

Through thick and thin, through muuutaiiiN 
and through plains. 

Compelling her. wher .she would not. by force. 

Haling her palfrey by the htinpen rainc.s: 

Hut that same fuule, w’hich most incrca.st lier 
paines. 

Was .Seoriie; who having in lii^ luind a w’hip, 

Her therewith yirks ; and still, w’hcn .she com- 
plaincs. 

The more lielaiighes, and does her eloselvqnip. 

T»> >ee her sore lameul and bite her tender lip. 


Who'.o cnicll handling w hen that Squire be- 
hehl. 

And saw’ those villaincs her so vildely use, 

Ilis gentle heart w'ith indiguatiou sweld. 

And could no longer bearc so great abuse 
•V.'. "iieh a l.ud\ so to Uiite and hru.se ; 

Hut, to ]iim».steppiiig, such a stroke liim lent, 


xi.i 

-For he was sterne and terrible by nature, 

And eckc of ficrson huge and hideous, 
Exceeding much the measure of mans .stature, 
And rather like a ({yaiit monstnioiis : 

For sooth he wa.s dc.sceiided of the lious 
Of those old Gyants, w'hich did worres darrainc 
Against the heaven in order battailous , | 


That torst him th’ halter from liishaml to loose, 
,Vnd maiigre all his might backe to relent : 
Klse had he surely there bone slainc, or fowly 
shent. 

xi.vi 

The villniiie, wrroth for greeting him so sore, 
(ialhcred him selfu togethersooiicagaiiie, 

And with his ^'ron batton w’hich lie bore 
Li'i drive at him so dreadfully aiuuiue, 
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That for his safety he did him constraine^ 

To give him ground, and shift to every side, 
Bather then once his burden to sustainc : 
for bootelesse thing him seemed to abide 
So mighty blowos, or prove the puissaunce of 
hU* pride. v 

XLVII 

Like as a MastifTe having at a bay 
A salvage Bull, wliosc crucll homes doe threat 
Desperate daungcr, if he tliem assay, 

Traceth hiS ground, and roundabout doth lieat, 
To spy where he may some advauntage get, 
The whiles the beast doth rage and loudly rore ; 
So did the Squire, the nhiles the Carle did fret _ 
And fume in his disdniiiefull mynd the more. J 
And oftentimes by Turmagantaud Mahoundi 
swore. 

XLVIII j 

Xathelessc so sharpely still he him pursewd, 
That at advantage hini at last he tookc. 

When his fuote bliiit, (that slip lie dearely 
rewd) 

And with his j'ron club to ground him strooke : ' 
Where still he lay, ne out of swoune aw(M)ke, 


And saw him selfo captiv’d, he was dismayd, 
Ne powre liad to withstand, ne hope of any 
ayd. 

xux 

Then up he made him rise, and forward fare, 
Led in a ru|>e which both his hands did byiid ; 
Ne ought that foole for pitty did him spare, ' 
But with his m hip, him following behynd, 

Him often scourg'd, and forst his fcetc to fynd : 
And other- whiles with bitter mockes and mowes 
He would him scoriie, that to his gentle mynd 
Was much more grievous then the others 
blowes : 

Wonls shar])ely wound, but greatest griefe of 
sconiing gruwes. 


Till heavy hand the Carle upon him la.\ 
And bound him fast who: 


Tbc faire%erena, when she saw him fall 
Under that villaincs club, then surely thought 
That slnine he was, or made a wretched thrall. 
And fled away with all tlie«[)eede she mought, 
Toseekclorsafety; \\ hichlongtimcshesoiighr, 
And piist tVougb many perils by the wa}’, 
Kre she ngainc to Calepinc was Grought:* 

The which discourse as now I must delay, 
on he updRUookciTill Miigibellacs fortunes I doe further say. 


CANTO VIII. 

Prince Arthuic overcomes Disdaiiic ; 

(juitCH Mirnticn froffi dreed : 
Serena, found of Salvafresj, 

By Calepinc is freed. 


I 

Ye gentle Ladies, in who^e soverainc ]»owro 
l.ove liath the glory of Ins kingdonio left, 

And th’ hearts of men, iia your etiTimll dowre. 
In yron chaiiiq^ of libcrii bercfl. 

Dciivcied hath into your bunds by gift, 

Be well aware how \c the same doe u^c, 

That pndc doc not to n ranny you lift ; 

Least, if men you of cruelty accuse, 

He from you take that chiciedumc which ye doe 
abuse. 

II 

And ns ye soft and tender arc by*kynde, 
Adoriid with goodly gifts of lieaiities grace, 

So be 3 ’e soft and tender ecke in mynde ; 

But cruelty and harducsse from you cliacc, 
That all your other praises w ill deface. 

And from j'ou t4irne the love of men to hate ; 
Knsample take of Mirabellaes case, 
yyho flrom the high degree of hanp}' atatc 
Fell into wretched woes, which she repented 
late. 


HI 

Who after thraldome of the gentle Squire, 
Which she belicht with laiiienlablc eye, 

Was touclied with coiiqmssion entire, 

And much luinentcd his calamity, 

Tlfht for her sake fell into miser}' ; 

Which booted nought for praveis nor for threat 
To hope for to release or mollifi-, 

For aye the more that she did'thcm entreat, 
The more they him niisu<>t, and cruelly did 
beat. 

IV 

So as they forwaril on their way did pas, 
Him still reviling and afflicting sore. 

They met Prince Arthure with Sir Enias, 
(That w'as that courteous Knight, whom hi 
before 

Having subdew’d yet did to life restore ;) 

To whom as they approcht, they gan au^ent 
'flieir cruelty, and him to punish more. 
Scourging and haJinf^ him more vehement; 

As ifit them sliould grieve toBeehispunishiiMiii 
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V And with the second stroke thoag;ht certainely 

The ^uirehim sdfe, when as he saw his Lord To have supplyde the first, and paide the usury. 
The witnesse of his wretchediiesse in place, 

Was much asham'd that with an hempen cord ^ 

He like a dog was led in captive case, But Fortune annswerd not unto his call ; 

And did his head for bashfiiincsse abase, For, as his hani was heaved up on liight, 

As loth to sec or to be seene at all : The villaine met him in the middle fall. 

Shame would be hid. But whenas Knins And with his club bet backc his brondvron 

^held two such, of two such vilhiines thrall, bright 


His manly mynde was much emmoved there- So forcibly, that with his mvne hands might 
withall; Kelieatcn backe upon himselfc oga^o, 

VI He driven was to ground in selfe despight ; 

And to the Prince thus sayd : ‘See you, Sir From whence ere he recovery could gatne, 

Knight, He in his neckc had set his foote with fell dis- 

The greatest shame that ever eye yet saw, daine. 

Yond Ladv and her Squire with foulc despight xi ** 

^(le, agMiMt all reuon and all law, Withthatthef.,ole,whiclididthat«ndawaylo, 

Uitlwut i^ard of |Htty or of awef Came running in ; and, whilost on ground he 

See, how they d<M! that Squire beat and revile I ** ** 

See, how they diw the I^dy hale and draw ! Laidc heavy hands on him and held so strayte, 
lend me leave awhile, fio^ne he kept him with his scorncfull 

I w'lll them suune acquite, and both of blame sway, 

• So as he could not weld him any w’ay : 

v>i ^ The whdes that other villaine went about 

The Prince assented ; and then he, streight- Iliin to have bound a)^ ^rald without delay ; 
way • The uniles the foole did Iiim rc\ile and tlout. 

Dismounting light, his shield about him threw, Threaliiing to yoke them tuo and tame their 
With which apjiruching thus he gaii to say : corage stout. 

* Abide, ye cavtive treachetours untrew, 

mt tave with treason thmll«l <<"(<• J™ Aa whan a sturdy ploughman with his hvnde 
rh<«a two. unworthy of vonrwretahad bands, ^ ^ ^ a stnbtome 

And now vour crime w ith cruelty pursewk! - .tpnm riivnfip 

‘towne’him hold, and fast with Jirtls di 
^ ^ xarthey him force the buxoinc yoke toUare: 

sianas. Knight oft tug and tearc. 

' Which when the Prince beheld, there standing 

The villaine stayd not auqjsW'er to invent, 

But with his yroh club preparing way, jje left ills lofty stcede to aide him neare ; 


VV assvrss vf MVM * aassww 

The villaine stayd not auqjsW'er to invent, 

But with his yroh club preparing way, jje left ills lofty stcede to aide him neare ; 

His mindes sad message backc unto him sent ; buckling soone liini selfe, gan fiercelv fly 
The which descendwlwiib such dreadful! sway. Upon that Carle to save Ms friend from 


That seemed nought the course thereof c^tiid jcopard 3 ' 
stay, ■'* 

No more tlien lightening from the loft^' ski’j mu i • u- a ».■ 

Ne list the Knight the powre thereof assa^', villaine, leaving him unto his mate 

Whose doomewas death; but, lightly slipping ^ handled as he 1^ 

hv » I B .f I r o Himselfe addrest unto this new debate, 

. ... . tnri _i..K u: ..i — *. 


Unwares defirauded his intended destiny : 


And, to requite him with the like againe, 


Himselfe addrest unto this new debate. 

And with his club him all about so blist, 

That he wHich way to tiime him scaiccl,v wist: 
Sometimes aloft he layd, sometimes alow, 

Now here, now there, and oft him neare he 


With his sharpe sword he fiercely at. him flew, . . .... i 

And Itrooke w .tiongly, OMt t£> C«rle with A. 

^ Whether more wary were to give or ward the 


Saved him selfe but that he there him slew; 
Yet sav'd not so, but that the bloud it drew, 
And gave his foe good hope of victory : 

Who therewith flesht apon him set anew, 


But yet the Prince so well enured was 
With such huge strokes, approved oft infight^ 
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! W]iif:li durst Iicr dreaded rcskue entcrprize, 
Yet lieavens them selves, that favour feeble 
rights, 

Would fur It selfc redresse, and punish such 
desj>ight.s. 

XIX j 

Then bursting forth in tearcs, vrliich gushed 
fast 

Like many water streames. awhile she stayd; 
Till the sharpe pas-«ion lieiiig overpast, 

Her tongue to lier restord, then thus she sayd : 
^ Nor heavens, nor men, can me, most wretched 
raayd. 

Deliver from the iloome my desart, 

The which the (lod of love hath on me layd, 

I And damned to endure this direiull smart, 

For penaiinee of my proud and hard rebellious 
I haiti 


That way to them he gave forth right to pns ; 

Ne would endure the daunger of their might, 

But wayt advantage -when thev ilowne did 
light. 

At last the caytive, after long discourse. 

When all his strokes he saw a^oyded quite, 

Resolved in one t’ assemble all his force, 

And make one end of him without ruth or re- 
morse. 

XV 

His dreadiull hand he heaved up aloft, 

And with his dreadfull instrument of yre 
Tiiought sure have pownded him to powder 
soft. 

Or deepe cmboweld in the earth ent\ re: 

But Fortune did not with his will conspire ; 

Fur, ere his stroke attayned his iiitrnt, 

The noble childe, preventing liis desire. 

Under his club with Avary boldncsse Avent, 

And smote him on the. knee that never yet Avas 
bent. 

XVI 

It never yet was bent, ne bent it iioaa*, 

Albe the s'troke so strong and puissant Avere, 

That seem'd a marbde pillour it could l^iw ; 

But all that leg, Avliich did his body lieare, 

Itcrackt throughout, (yet did no blond ap- 
peare,) 

So 08 it was unable to support 
So huge a burden on sucli broken geare, 

But fell to ground, like to a lurnpe of durt ; 

Whence he assayd to riae, but could not for his 

I ‘ But let them love tliat list, or live or die, 
” {Me li*.! not die for any loAers dinde ; 

Efisoones the Prince to him full iiirnblv stcjit, ■ Ne li»,t me leaA'e my loved liberlie 
And least he should recover foote againe, ,To pitty him that li«t to play the foole ; 

His head meant from his ohoulders to liaA'e.To love my selfe ri(>arned had inschoolc. 

sAA'cpt. |Thus I triumphed long in loA'vrs |>aine, 

Which when the Lady suav, sheerj’de amaine, And, sitting ciirelesse on the seoniers stoolc, 
stay, Sir Knight! for love of God, Did laugh at tin 

plume; 


1 * 111 prime of youthly y cares, when first tlie 
llowre 

Of beauty gaii to bud, and bloosme delight, 

I And Natuie'lnc endu'd A\’ith ]>lcnteous dowre 

jOf all her gifis, that pleasde each liA’ing sight, 

I I A\'a>N belov'd of many a gentle Knight, 

I And siuf^ and sought AA'ith all the service dew: 

Full many a one for me deepe gruand and 
sigiit, 

Ami to the dore of death for sorroAv drew-, 

Compluvniiig out on me that Ai'ould not on 
them rcAV. 


abstainc 

From that unwares ye vreetlesse doe intend ; 
Slay not that Caric, though worthy to be 
slaine, 

For more on him doth then him selfe depend ; 
My life Aidll by his death have lamentable end. 

« 

XVIII 

He staide his hand according her desire. 

Yet nathemore him suffred to anze ; 

But, still suppressing, gan of her inquire, 
What meaning mote those uncouth words 
comprize. 

That in that villaine: health her safety lies ; 
That, were no might in man, rur heart in 
Knights, 


l^t all b noAv repayd witli interest againe. 

XXII 

‘For loe! the Aviiigcd God that woundeth 
harts 

Cnusdc me be called to accompt therefore ; 
And for revengement of those wrongful! 
smarts. 

Which I to others did inflict afore, 

Addeem'd me to endure this penaunco sore ; 
That in this wize, and this unmeete array, 
With these two lewd companions, and no more, 
Disdainc and Scome, 1 through the world 
should stray, 

Till I have sav’d so many as I earst did slay-* 
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XXIII 

‘ Certes/ (saycl then the Prince) ‘ the God ib 
just, 

That tukctli vcngcaiincc of his peoples spoilc ; 
For vrere no law in love, but nil that lust 
Might them oppresse, and pninnfiilly tiirmoile, 
llis kingdome would continue but a while. 
But tell me, Lady, wherefore doc you bcare 
This bottle tlius before you ivith such toile, 
And ecke this wallet at your backe arn^nre, 
That for these Carles to carry much more 


comely were V’ 

XXIV 

‘Here in thii hot lie’ (sayd the sory Mayd) 

*1 put the tears of my contrition. 

Till to the brim 1 have it lull defra\d : 

And in this bag, whicli 1 behimlefio don, 

I put repentaunce for tilings past and gon. 

Yet is the bottle leakc, aiui bug so tome, 

That all which 1 put in fuls out anon, 

And IS behinde m<f trodden donne of Scorne. 
Wlio mockctli all my paiiic, and laughs the 
more 1 mourn!’ • 

XXV ^ 

The Infant henrkned uisely to her tale. 

And wondred much at (’upilUjudg’inentwise, 
That could so meekly iiiakc proud hearts 
avale. 

And wreakc him sclfe on them that him despi.se. 
Then sufTred he Disdaiue up to arise, 

Who was not able up him selfo to reare, 
ily nieancs his leg, through his late luckcles.se 
prise 

Was crackt in twaiiic, but by his fooli.sh fcare 
Was liolpen up, who him supported standing 
ncare. • 

XXVI 

But being up he lookt againc aloft, 

As if he never had ivccived fall ; 

And with sterne eyc-browes stared at him oft. 
As if he would nave daunted him withal! : 
And standing on his ti|)toes, to secnie toll, 
Downc on his golden fecte he often gazed, 

As if such pride the other could apall; 

Who was so far from being ought amazed. 
That he his lookes despised, and his boast 
dispraized. 

XXVII 

Then turning backe unto that captive thrall 
Who all this while stood there beside them 
bound, 

Unwilling to be knownc or scene nt all, 
lie from tliose bonds weend him to have un 
wound; 


Hut when approaching ncare he plainely found 
It was his OAvne true groome, the gcutle Squire, 
lie thereat wext exceedingly astound, 

And him lUd oft embrace, and oft admire, 

Nc could with seeing satisfie his great desire. 

i 

XXVIII 

Mcnnc-wliile the Salvage man, when lie be- 
held [ Knight, 

'Flint huge great foole oppro.ssing th’ other 
Whom with his weight unweld}^ dowiic he 
held, 

lie flew upon him like a greedy kight 
Unto some carrion oflered to his sight ; 

And, downe him plucking, with his naylcs and 
teeth % 

Gan liim to hale, and tearc, and scratch, and bite ; 
And, trorn him taking ln^ ownc whip, therewilh 
So sore him scourgeth that the blond downe 
followcth. 

XXIX 

And sure 1 w'cene, had not the Ladies cry 
l*rocurM the Prince Ins criiell hand to stay, 
ilc would with whipping him have done to 

But httiig cheekt he tffd iflstainc streighhvay, 
And let him rise. 'J'hen thus the Prince gan 
say : 

• Now, Lady, sith your fortunes thus dispose, 
'I'hat if ye list ha\e liberty ye may; 

Unto yo'iir sclfe I freely leave to ciiose, 
Whetiier 1 shall you lca\ e, or from these vil- 
laines lose!’ 


Ah! nay. Sir Knight,’ (said she) ‘it may 
not be. 

But that 1 ncedcs must by all meaiies fullill 
This pcnauucc. w hich ciijoyned is to me. 

Least unto me betide a ^eater ill; 

Yet no lesse tbnnkes to you for^oiir good will.’ 
So humbly taking leave she turnd aside; 

But iVrtluirc with the rest ivent oinvard still 
On his flrst quest, in which did him betide 
A great adventure, which did him from them 
devide. 

XXXI 

But first itafallcth me by course to tell 
Of faire Serena ; who, as" curst you heard, 
When first the gentle Squire at variauiicc fell 
With those tw'o Carles, fled fust away, afeard 
Of \illany to be to her iiiferd ; 

So fiesli the image of her fonuer dread. 

Yet direlliiig in her eye, to her appeard, 

'Fhat every footc did tremble w'hich did tread. 
And every body tw’o, and tivo she foure did 
read. 
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XXKII 


XXXVIl 


Through hils and dales, through bushes and 
through breres, 

Long thus she fled, till that at last she thought 
Her selfe now past the perill of her feares : 
Then looking round about, and^seeing nought 
Which doubt of daungcr to her offer monght. 
She from her palfrey lighted on tiie plaine ; 
A.nd, sitting dowiie, hersclfc aAvhile bethought 
Of her long travcll and tumioyling paine ; 
And often did of love, and oft of lucke coinplaine. 

XXXIIl 


Soone as they spide her, Lord ! what gladfull 
glee 

They made amongst them selves ; but when 
her face 

Like the fnirp yvory shining they did sec, 

! Each gan his fellow solace ami embrace ^ 
For joy of such giMid hap by heavenly grace. 
Then gan they to devize what course to take; 
Whether to slay her there upon the place. 

Or suffer her ©ut of her sleepe to wake, 

And then her cate attonce,or many m^es to 
make. 


And e Venn ore she blamed Calepinc, 

The good Sir ^alepine, her owno true Knight, 
As tH’ onely author of her wofiill tine ; 
iFor being of his love to her so light. 

As her to leave in such a fiiteous plight : 

Yet never Turtle truer to his make, 

Then he was tride unto his Lady bright ; 
Who all this while endured for her sake 
Great perill of his life, and i*e8tlessc paines did 
take. 

XX.XTV 

Tho when as all h^r {daiuts she had displayd. 
And well disbunlened her engrieved bfcst, 
Upon the grasse her selfe adoiviie she layd ; 
Where, being tyrde with travell, and opprest 
With sorroAv, she befooke her selfe to rest: 
There ivlnlestin Morpheus bosomc safe she lay, 
Fearelesse of ought that mote her peace molest, 
False Fortune did her safety betray 
Unto a strange mischauucc that menac’d her 
decay. 

XXXV 

In these wyldc deserts where she now' abode, 
There dwelt a salvage nation, which did live 
Of stealth and spoile, and making nightly rode 
Into their neighbours borders ; ne did give 
Them selves 6o any trade, (as for to drive 
The painefull plough, or cattcll fur to breed, 
Or by adventrous marchandize to thrive,) 

Hut on the labours of puore men to feed, 

And serve their owne neccasitics with others 
need. 

XXXVI 

Thereto they usde one most accursed order. 
To eate the flesh of men whom they mote fynde, 
And straungers to devoure, which on their 
border 

Were brought by errour or by wreckfull wynde; 
A monstrous cruelty gainst course of kynde ! 
They, towards evening wandering every way 
To seeke for booty, came by fortune bljnde 
Whereas this Lady like a sheepc astray, 
Nowdrowned in the depth of sleepe all fearelesse 
lay. 


XXXVI II 

The best advizement was, of bad, to let her 
Sleepe out her till without cncuinbennent ; 
For sleepe, they sayd, w’ould make her battill 
better : 

Then when she w'akt they all gave one consent 
That, since by graee of God she there was sent. 
Unto their God they would her sacriflze, 
Whose share, her guiltlesse bloud, they would 
presimt ; 

But of her aaiiity flesh they did devize 
To make a common feast, and feed with gur- 
mandize. 

XXXIX 

So n>und about her they them selves did place 
Upon the grasse, and iHa ersely dispose J space : 
Ai> each thought best to sfKmd the lingriiig 
Some Avitb thtur eyes the daintest morsels chose ; 
Sonte praibc licr paps ; some praise her lips and 
nose ; 

Some whet their kniA'es, and strip their clbocs 
hare : 

The Priest him selfe a garland doth compose 
Of finest flow'crsj and with full busie care 
llis bloudy vessels w'asb, and holy fire prepare. 


The Damzell wakes ; then all attonce upstart, 
And round aljout her flocke, like many flies, 
AVhooping anil hallowing on every part. 

As if they would have rent the brasen skies. 
Which when she sees with ghastly griclTul eies, 
Her heart docs q^uake, and deadly pallied hew 
Benumbes her cneekes : Then out aloud she 
cries. 

Where none is nigh to heare that will herrew, 
And rends her golden locks, and snowy' brests 
embrew. 

XI.1 

But all bootes not ; they hands upon her lay : 
4?? her of her jewels deare, 

And afterwards of all her rich array ; 

The which amongst them they in peecea teare, 
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And of the pra}' each one a part doth beare. 
Now beini^ naked, to their sordid eyes 
The goodly threasrjes of nature appeare : 
Which as they view with lustfull fantasyes, 
Kach wisheth to him selfc, and to the rest 
envyes : — 


Her yvorie neck ; her nlablastcr brest ; 

Her paps which like white silken ]iillowcs were 
For love in soft delight thereon to rest ; 

Her tender .sides: her bcllie Avbite and clere, 
AVbieli like an Altar did iiselfe uprerc 
To ofter sacriHee divint* thereon ; 

Her goodly thighes. whose glorie did appeare 
J/ike a triumphal An'ii, and thcreu]uin 
The siKiiles of I*rinee.s bang'd which were in 
battel won. 


XI. VI 

Then gan the bagpypes and the homes to 
shrill c( 

And shrieke aloud, that, with the people'. 
Confused, did the ayre with terror till, 

And made the -^'ood to tremble at the noyce : 
The whyles slie wa 3 dd, the more tlie\' did 
rejoj'ce. 

Now mote ye understand that to this grove 
Sir Calepinc, by chaiince more then by liioj’ce, 
The selfe same evening fortune hetlVer drove, 
As he to seeke Serena through the woods did 
rove. 

XI. VII 

I.rf>ng had he sought her, and through many 
a soyle •• 

• Had tvaveld still on fitot in hcavie nrmes, 

Nc* ought Avas tyred witli his cndlesse toylc, 
... , 1 .. 1 No ought was feared of his certaine hannes : 

Those daintie parts, the denrlmgs of delight, And non-, all weetle.sse of the wretched stormes, 
Which mote not ^he prophan d ol eomiiion| I„ i.j., i^ve was lost, he .slept full fast ; 

(Till, being naked nith these loud alannes, 
Those villein.s view’d with loose lascivious sight, lilt. li^r],tlv .started ii|) like one aghast. 

And closely tempted with their rfaftiespyea; And, catldiing up bus arms, streight to the 

And some of them gun niongst theiii-selves nois>e forth past. 

devize • • • 

Thereof by force to take their heastlx' floastire: xi.viii 

Ilut them' the I’riost rebuking did advize There bv th’ iincertaine glims of starry night, 

Jo dare not to polhito so snored threasnre And. by the twinkling of their sacred tire, 

Aow (1 to the gods: religion held even theeves ji^. perceive a litle daiviiiug sight 

in measure. ()f aji ^^hleh there avus doing in that quire : 

M-i' Mongsi AAhoin a Acomun spoA Id of all attire 

.So, being stayd, thoA her from thence di-.^le .<pAdc lamenting her iiiiiiiekie strife, 
rected * [And groning sore from griexed hart entire 

Unto a litle groA’c not larre nsA'do, jKfts»)one» lie ^aAv one Avith a naked knife 

In Ai'hich an altar slionly thev erect e<l jJSeadie to launch her brest, and let out loved 

To sla.v her on. And non the JCventyde j hfe. 

His brodc hlaek Avings had thfoiigh the heavens x i.i x 

AVA-de I With that he thrusts into the thickest throng 

IJa' this dibjired, that aa.I'^ the tyme ordayned And, even as liis right hand adoAvno descends. 
For Hiieh a dismall deed, their guilt to ImU: ;ile him preventing laj'es on earth along. 

Of fewgreeneturfes analhirsmnietheA fayiied,' And sacrilizeth to tli' inrernaU feciids : 

And deekt it all Avith Ihmres whicli lliey nigh Then to the rest his Avratbfull hand he bends ; 


hand obtnvned. 


OfAA'hom he makes such liavoeke and. such Iicav, 
That 8Avarme.s of damned soules to hell he 
sends : 

The rest, th.at scape his SAVord and death oscIicaa', 
FIa' like a Mockc of doves licfore a Faiilcuiis 

A'CW . 

L 

From them returning to that Ladie backe, 
Whom liA' the Altar he doth sitting find 
Yet fearing death, and next to death the lacke 
jOf clothes to coA’er what they ought by kind, 


Tho, Avlion as all things readie wen* aright. 

The Damzell was before the altar set, 

Heing alreadie dead AA'ith fearefiill fright: 

7'o whom the Priest Avith naked iirmo.s full net 
Approcliing nigli, and murdrous knife aaoII 
Ai'het, 

Oan mutter c1o.se a certnino s(‘crct chiirme, 

With other diA’elisli ceremonies met : 

Which doen, he gan aloft t’advance his arme, ’.lie first her hands beginnetli to unbind, 
Whereat they shouted all, and made a loud And then to question of her present woe, 

alanne. lAnd afterwaraa to cheure with speacbes kind ; 

n n 
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But she, for nought that he could aav or doe. That though the night did cover her disgrace, 
One word durst spciikc, or answere him awhit Vet she in so unwomanly a mood 

thereto. Would not bewray the state in which she stood. 

So all that night’ to him unknowen she past; 
But day, that doth discover had wd good, 

So inward shame of her uncoi^ely case P^nsewing, made her knowen to him at last: 

She did conceive, through care of womanhood, The end whereof He keepe untill another caat. 


CANTO IX. 

Calidote hostes with Mclibm, 

And loves fayre PastorcII : 

Corldon envies him, yet he 
For ill rewards him well. 

I Him thether eke, for all his fearefull threat, 

Nowkimeagainemyteme,thoujollv swavne. He followed fast, and chaced him so nie, 

Backe to the furrow which I lately left. ’ . That to tlu^folds, where sheepe at night doe 

I lately left a furrow, one or twavnc, ' ‘“aat, 

Unplough’d, the which mv coultej hatli not And to the litle cots, where shepherds lie 

deft. ; ’ In -winters wrathfull time, he forced him to flie. 

Yetscem’dthesoyleboth favre and frutefull eft,' ^ 

(ins ^ There m. a, ho p,.rao« M the chace, 

AVhioh sljould befaS t5 Oalidcoa ..n«or>all 

bVoomes 

„ ^ ^ 11 , ai 1 Beside them fed. and nipt the tender bloomes ; 

Great travell hath the gentle Cnlidore For other worldly wealth they cared nought. 

^ To wdioin Sir Calidore yet sw'eating comes, 

' And them to tell him courteously besought, 

If sui:h a beast they saw, which he ha<i thether 
I brought. 

VI 


Semng the Blatant Beast; which I forbore 'And them to tell him courteously besought, 
To hnish then, tor other present hast. ]f y jjjgy ga^, which he ha<i thether 

a ull many pathes and perils he bath past, i brought. 

Through hils, through dales, through forests,; ® yj 

In that same quest which fortune on him cast,'^^^®^ answer d him t|'at no such beast they 
Which he atchieved to his owne great gaines; wicked feend tliat mote offend fsaw, 

Keapiug eten.au gloria of hie reetleeee Z‘su.‘h&e"w^^^^ 

HI I Thej" prayd liigh God them farre from tlicm to 

So sharply h* the Monster did pursew, T-iAr. « i- 
That day nor night he suBred hik. to nit, i Tl*" "S L* ’‘"■“h 

Xe resuil he himeelfe, but natuna dew, ' ‘*‘"17" ,7 . 

For dread of .hmnmr not to h<, ro.l,».t ’ ,Uff._ed him dnnhe to quench hie thiretie heat. 


The knight was nothing nice, where w'as no 
need, 


So sharply he the Monster did pursew, T-iAr. r « i- 
That day nor night he suBred hik. to nit, i Tl*" ??" "S ’‘’‘■‘"h 

Xe resuil he himeelfe, but natuna dew, ' ‘""17" ,7 . 

For dread of .huinger not to be redrest, .^,1, , ‘ a" ‘*"7"" '“I 

If he for alouth foralackt ao fanioua queat. . "“"SW were, him oBred eke to cat. 

Him lirst from court he to the citties coursed, ! vii 

And from the citties to the toivnes him prest • The knight was nothing nice, where was no 

And from the townes into the coulltrie forsed, ' ne^d ** ’ whch. mts uu 

Sralle oBcr: ao adowne 

nescorsea i They prayd him sit, and g.-ive him for to feed 

„ . .a ..11 1 . 1 ISuch homely what as serves the simple clowne, 

From thence into the open fields he bed, {That doth despise tlie dainties of the towne. 
Whereas the Heardes were keeping of their, Tlio, having fed his fill, he there besyde 

K I j • • a u • .o 1 f ® ‘J®ro5scll, which did wearc a crowne 

And shepherds singing to their flockes (that Of sundry flowres with silken ribbands tvdo, 
Laj'asof sweete love and youtbes delightful! Ydad in home-madegieene that her owne hands 

1 haddyde. 
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vni 

Upon a litle lullocko she was placed 
Higher then all tiic rest, and round about 
Environ’d with a girland, goodly graced, 

Of loveljjT lasses ; ami them all wiuiout 
The Ills tic shepheanl swnynes sate in a rout, 
The which did pype and sing her prayses dew, 
And oft rejoyce, and oft for wonder snout, 

As if some miracle of heavenly hew 
Were downo to them descended in that earthly 
vcw. 

IX 

And soothly sure she was full fayre of face. 
And perfectly well shapt in every lim, 

Which she did more augment with modest 
grace 

And comeh' carriage of her count’nancc trim. 
That all the rest like lesser lamp#dul dim : 
Who, her admiring as some heavenly w'ight. 
Did for their soverainc goddesse her esteeme. 
And, caroling heraiainc both day and night. 
The fayrest Pastorclla her by name did hight. 


Nc was there heani, nc was there shcphcaids 
swayne, • 

But her did honour ; and eke many a one 
Burnt in her love, and with sueet pleasing 
payne 

Full many a night for her did sigh andgrone: 
But most of all the sheiiheard Condon 
For her did languish, and his dearc life spend; 
Yet neither she for liiin nor other none 
Did care a whit, ne any liking lend : 

Though nieanc her lot, yet liiglier did her 
mind ascend. 

XI • 

Her whyles Sir Calidore there vowed yvell. ^ 
And markt her rare demeanure, which him 
secmcil • 

So faire the mcanc of shepheards to excell, 

As that he in his mind her worthy deemed 
To be a I’rinces Paragonc esteemed, • 

He w’as unwarcs surprisd in subtile bands 
Of tile blynd boy ; ne thence could be reilecmed 
By any skill out of his cruell hands ; 

Cauglit like the bird which gazing still on 
others rtands. 


So Btooii ho still long gazing thereuimn, 

Ne any will had thence to move away. 
Although his quest were farre afore him gon : 
But after he had fed, yet did ho stay 
And sate there still, untill the flying^ day 
Was farre forth spent, discoursing diversly 
Of sundry things as fell, to worke delay ; 


And o,vermorc iiis niieach ho did apply 
To th’ lieanls, but meant them to the damzcls 
fantazy. 

Mil 

By this the moystio night approching fast 
Her deawj' hiAioiir gan on th’ earth to shod. 
That warn’d the shepheards to their homes to 
'ITieir tender flocks, now being fully fed, [ hast 
For fearo of wetting them before their bed. 
Then came to them a good old aggd syre, 
Whose silver lockesbedockt his beard and bed, 
With shepheards liuoke in hand, andflt attyro. 
That wild the damzcll rise ; the day did now 
expyre. 

XIV 

He was, to w’cet, by common voice esteemed 
The father of the fayrest Pastorell, 

And of her selfo in very deede so deemed ; 

Yet was not so; but, as old stories tell. 

Found her by fortune, which to him befell, 

I In th’ open lields an Infant left alone; 

And, taking u]), brought home and noursed well 
As his owne chyld ; for otlier he had none : 
That she in tract of time accompted w'as his 
0Owne. • • 

XV 

She at his bidding mcckely did arise. 

And streiglit unto her litle tiocke did fare : 
Then all the rest about her ruse likewise, 

And each his siiiulrie sheepowithsevcrall care 
Gathered together, and them home^vard bare : 
Whylcst everie one with helping hands did 
strive, [share, 

.\moiigst themselves, and did their labours 
To heli>c faire Pastorclla home to drive 
Her tlcecic flocke; but Curidou most belpedid 
give. 

XVI 

But Melibocc (so hight that good old man) 
jXow seeing Calidore left all alone, 

' Aiul night arrived hard at hand, began 
■Him to invite unto his simple home; 
j Which though it were a cotLigc clad with lorae, 
lAnd all things therein nieaiio, yet better so 
To lodge then in the salvage fields to rome. 
The knight full gladly sooiie agreed thereto, 
(Being hisf harts owne wish,) and home with 
him did go. 

XVII 

There he was welcom'd of that honest syre 
And of his aged Beldame homely well ; 

Who him besought himselfe to disattyre, 

And rest himselfe till supper time befell; 

By which home came the fayrest Pastorell, 
After her flocke she in their fold had tyde : 
And supper readie diglit they to it fell 
od3 



404 


THE FAERIE QUEENE, 


[book VI. 


With small acloe, and nature satisf^-de, 

The which doth litlc crave contented to abyde. 

xviii i 

Tho when they had their hunger slaked well. 

And the fnyre mayd the table t{'’ne away, 

The gentle knight, as he that did excoll 
In court esie and well could doc and say. 

For BO great kindnesse as he found that day 
Gan greatly thanke his host and his good w ife ; 

And drawfilg tlicncc his spcach another way, 

Gan highly to commend the ha]ipie life 
Which Shepheards lead, without debate or 
bitter strife. 

MX 

‘ ITow much '• (sayd he) ‘ more happic is the 
state 

In w'hich yc. father, here doe dwell at ease. 

Leading a' life so free and fortunate 
From all the tempests of these w'orldly seas. 

Which toBsc the rc^t in daungerous disease ; | - - .■ i t 

Where warres, and wreckes, and wic' : h 1 en-; When pride of youth forth prieked my desiiv, 

;Thiit 1 disdain'd amongst mine eqiiall pearcs 
Doc them afHiot, which no man can ppca-'C ; To follow sh(«pe and .shepheards base attire : 
That certes I vour Inuipinesse envie. , further fortune then I nonld inquire ; 

And wish my’lot weK; jHasl in such feli«itie.' [And, leaving home, to roiall court 1 sought, 

j Where I Hid sell my selfe for yeavely hire, 

! And in the Princes gardin daily wrought : 

‘ Surely. my .sonne.' (then answer'd he againe), There I beheld such vamcncssc os I never 
* If hapiiie, then it is in this intent, 

That having small vet doc I not complaine 

A. J*.* 1a 


To sad decay, that might contented live. 

Me no sucl'i cares nor combrous thoughts 
ollcnd, 

Ne once my minds unmoved quiet grieve ; 
But all the" night in silver slcepe I spend, 

And all the day to what I list 1 doc attend. 

» 

XXIII 

* Sometimes I hunt the Fox, the vowed foe 
Unto my Lambes, and him dislodge away ; 
Sometime the fawne 1 practise from the Doe, 
Or from the Goat her kidde. how to convay : 
Another while 1 baytes and nets display 
The birds to catch, or tishes to liegnyle; 

And when 1 wearie am. I downc doe lay 
My limbos in every .siiadc to i-est from toyle. 
And dmike of c\ ery brooke when thirst my 
throt^doth lioylc. 

XMV 

‘ The time was once, in my first prime of yeares. 


Df w’aiit, ne wish for more it to augment. 
But doe my .selfe n ith that I have content : 
iSo taught of nature, which doth litle need 
Of forreine helpes to lifes <lue nourishment ; 


thought 


XXV 


* With sight whereof soone clovd, and long 
•deluded 

With idle hopes which them doe cntertainc, 
After 1 had ten yeares my selfe excluded 


The fields my food, my fiockc my raynieut From native home, and spent my youth in vainc, 
breed; , ,, , ! I gan in\ follies to m\ selfe to plaine, 

No iK'tter doe I weave, no better doe I feed. |And this sweet p^-ice, nho.se lacke did then 


XXI 

* Therefore I not any one envy. 

Nor .am envj'de of any one therefore : 

They, that have much, fcare much to loose 
thereby. 

And .store of cares doth follow riches store. 
The litle that I have gnmes dayly more 
Without my care, but i nely to attend it; 

My lambes doe every yeare ’increase their score, 
And my flockes father daily doth iftneiid it. 
Wliat have I, but to praise th’ Almighty that 
doth send it ! 

xxri 

' To them that list the worlds gay showes I 
leave. 

And to great ones such follies doe forgive ; 
Which oft through pride do their ownc perill 
weave, [ drive 

And through ambition downc themselves doe 


appear! . 

Tho, backo returning to my sheepc againe, 

I frym ihuncefortti ha\c learn’d to love iimre 
deare 

This lowly quiet life which I inherit e here.’ 

* x.wi 

WJiylest thus hetalkt, the knight with greedy 
care 

Hong still upon his melting mouth at tent ; 

Whose bciiHcfull wonls empierst his hart so 
ncare, 

That he was rapt with double ravishment. 

Both of his speach, that wrought him great 
content. 

And also of the object of his vew, 

On which his liuiigry eye was alwnyes bent; 

That twixt his pleasing tongue, and her faire 
l»ew, [grew. 

He lost liiriisclfe, and like onehalfeentraimced 
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XXVII 

Yet ii> «x:uasion mcaiics to workc his niiiut, 
And to iiisiiiiiatc tiis harL't desire, 
lie tlius replyde : ‘ Now surely, syre, 1 find, 
That all this worlds gay showes, which we 
admire, 

lie but vaine shadowes to this safe retyre 
Of life, which here in loA\lincs 8 C ye lead, 
F'carelessc of foes, or fortunes wrackfull yrc 
Which tosHCth states, and under foot doth tread 
The might ie ones, affrayd of every chaunges 
dread. 


I XXXII 

^Nut that the burden of so bold a guest 
Shall chargefull be, or chaunge to you at all : 
For your meane food hhall be my daily feast, 

I And this your cabin both my bowre and hall : 
Besides, for rc^onipcnce hereof 1 shall 
You w'ell rewani, and golden guerdou give, 
That may pcrhajts you better much withall, 
And in this quiet make you safer live.’ 

So forth he drew much gold, and toward him 
it drive. * 

XXXIII 


XXVIII 

‘ That even I, which daily doc behold 
1'he glorie of the gn-at mongst uhoin I won, . 
And now have jirov’d wdiat happinesse ye hold 
In this small plot of 3 ’our doiniuion, | 

Now loath great Lordship and aiUbition ; ! 

And wish ih’ heavens so much had graced mec. 
As grauiit me live iti like coiiditioii ; 

Or that mv tort uses might tiansposed bee 
From pitch of higher jilace unto this low de- 
gree.’ « 

XXIX 


But the good man, nought tempted with the 
offer 

Of his rich mould, did thrust h farre aw'ay. 
And thus bespake : ‘Sir kni^t, your boun- 
teous proffer 

Be farre fro me, to whom ye ill di.>splay 
That nnieky masse, the cause of mens decay. 
That mote einpaire my peace with ilauiigcrs 
But, if j e algatC'* covet to assay [dread ; 

This simple sort of life that shepheards lead. 
Be it your ownc : our iiideucsse to your sclfc 
arcad.’ 


^ In vaine ’ (said then old Mcliboc)^ doc men 
The heavens of their fortunes fault accuse, 

Sith they know best what is the best for them ; 
For they to each such fortune doc diffuse. 

As they*doc know each can most aptly use : 
For not that w Inch men covet most is best. 
Nor that thing worst w’hich men do most re- 
But fittest is, that all contented rest ^fuse ; 
With thaii they hold : each hath his fortune in 
his brest. 

XXX 


, MA-.YiV 

i So there that night Sir Calidore did dwell, 

I And long w’hilc alter, whilest him list remaiuey 
Dayly beholding the faire Pastorell, 

And feeding on the bayt of his owne banc ; 
During wdiich time he did her entertaiiie 
With all kind courtesies he could invent ; 

And every day, her compaiiic to gainc. 

When to the field she went he with her w'eiit : 
I So for to quench his lire he did it more aug- 
ment. 


* It is the mynd that maketh gooil or ill, 
I’hat maketh' wretch or hafipie, rich or |ioorc ; 
For some, that hath abundance at his ivill. 
Hath not enough, but w'aiits in greatest store, 
And other, that hath litle, askes no more," 

But in that litle is both rich and wise ; 

For w'isodoine is most riches : foolcs therefore 
They arc which fortunes doe by vow'cs deyite, 
Sith each unto himselfehis life may fort unizc.’ 

XXXI 

‘ Since then in each mans self ’ (said Calidore) 
‘ It is to fashion his owne Ivfes estate, 

(live leave awliylc, good father, in this shore 
To rest iny harckc, which hath bene beaten late 
With stofmes of fortune and tempestuous fate 
In seas of tnmbles and of toylcsoine paiiic ; 
That, whether quita fmm them for to retrate 
I shall lesoUc, or bocke to turiie agoiiie, 

I may here with your sell'c some small repose 
obtoiue. 


XXXV 

But she that never bad acquainted becnc 
With such qneint usage, lit fur Qiicencs and 
Kings, 

Nc ever hud such knightly sen'ice scene, 

But, being bri cl under base shepheards wings. 
Had ever learn ’d to love the lowly things, 

Did litle whit regard his courteous guize, 

But cared more for Colins caroltngs 
Then all tliat he could doe, or ever do izc ; 

His layes, his loves, his lookes, she did them 
all despize. 

XXXV I 

Which Calidore perceiving, thought it best 
To chaunge the manner of his loftie lookc ; 
And doffing his bright armes hinisclfc addrest 
In shepheo^s weed ; and in his hand he tooke, 
Instead of steele-head siiearc, a shepheards 
liooke ; [thought 

That who had scene him then, would nave be- 
Ou Fhiygian Paris by Plexippus brookc^ 
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When he the love of fayre Oenonc sought, 
What time the golden apple n-us unto him 
brought. 

XXXV II 

So being clad unto the fields he went 
AV'ith the faire Pastorclla cvety* iay, 

And kept her shcepe with diligent attent, 
Watching to drive the ravenous Wolfe away, 
The whylcst at ])leasure she mote sport and 
play : 

And every Evening helping them to fold : 

And othe'nvhilcs, for need, he did assaA' 

In his strung hand their rugged teats to hold, 


They fell to ilaunce : then did tlicy all agree 
Tliat Colin Clout should pipe, us one most fit; 
And Calidoi'e should lead the ring, as liee 
That most in Pustorcllaes grace did sit : 
Thereat frown’d Coridoii, and his lip closely 
bit. 

XLII » 

But Calidorc, of courteous inclination, 

Tooke Coridon and set him in liis place, 

That he should lead the daunce, as was his 
fashion ; 

For Coridon could daunce, and trimly trace : 
And when as l^astorella, him to grace, 


And out of them to presse the milke : love so' Her Howry gariond tooke from her ownc head. 


much could. 

XXXVIIl 

Which seeing Coridon, who her likewise 
Lung time had lov’d, and hop’d her love to 
gaine, 

He much was troubled at that straungers guize. 


And plast on his, he did it sounc displace, 

And did it put on C'oriduns instead : 

Then Coridon woxe frollicke, that earst seemed 
dead, r 

XUII 

Another time, when as they did dispose 


y gealous thoughts conceiv’d in vaine, practise gaines and maisterics to try, 

r of all his labour and long paine il hey lor their Judge did 1 asturclla chose; 


And many 

That this of all his labour and long paine i. > , , ^ r • 

Should reap tlie harvest ere it ri))cncd were ; garland aiiw the meed of victory ; 

That made him scoule, and iwut, and oft com- J’here Coridon forth stepping openly 

plaine c. chalcnge Calidorc to wrestling game ; 

Of Pastorell to all the shepheards there," 'Fo** tlrough long and perfect industry', 
That she did love a stranger swayne then him well practisd was, and in the same 


more derc. 


Thought sure t’ avenge his grudge, and workc 
his foe great shame. 


And ever, >vhea he came in companic 
Where Calidore was [iresent, he would lourc 
And bylie his lip, and even for gealousie 
Was readic oft his ownc heart to devoure. 
Impatient of any' paramoure : 

Who, on the other shle, did sceme so farre 
From malicitig, or grudging his good houre, 
That all he could he graced him with her, 
Ne ever shewed signe of rancour or of jarre. 


And oft, when Coridon unto her brought 
Or litle sparrowes stolen from their nest. 

Or wanton squirrels in the woods farre sought, 
Or other daintic thing for licr addrest, 

He would commend his guift, and make the 
Yet she no whit his presents did regard, [ best ; 
Ne liiiii could find to fancic in her brest : 

This new-come shepheardhad his mift-ket mard. 
Old love is litle worth when new is more 
preford. 

XLI 

One day, when as the sliepheard swaynes 
together [glee, 

Were met to make their sports and iiierrie 
Ah thev are wont in faire sunshymie weather, 
Th6 whiles their flockes in shodowes shroud^ 
bee^ 


XI.IV 

But ^alidore he greatly' did mistake, 

For he was strong and mightily stifle pight, 
That witli one fall his neeke he almost brake ; 
And bad be nut upon liirn fallen light, 

His dearest joynl he sure had broken quight. 
Then Avas the oaken crowne by Pastorell 
Given to Calidore » his due figlit ; 

But he, that did in courtesie exccll, 

Gua'c it to Coridon, and said he Avonne it welL 

Xl.A' 

Thus did the gentle knignt himselfe abenre 
Avongst that rustieke rout in all Ins deeds, 
That even they', the which his riA'als were, 
Could not maliguc him, but eominend him 
needs ; 

For courtesie amongst the rudest hnn-ds 
Good Avill and favour. So it surely ai roiigbt 
With this faire Mayd, and in hcr inynde the 
seeds 

Of p^ect loA'e did sow, that last forth brought 
The fruitc of joy and blisse, though long time 
dcarely bought. 

XLVI 

Thus Calidorc continu’d there long time 
To wiiuie the love of the faire Pastoii^ 
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Which havinc pot, he used without crime But what straiinpc fortiineB unto him befell, 

Or blameful! blot ; but mciiagexl ho well, Ere he attain'd the |ioint by him intended, 

That he, of all the rest which l.lierc did dwell, Shall more conveniently in other place be 
Was favoured and to her grace commended. ended. 


CAXTO X. 


Calldore sees the Gracis daunce 
To Colins melody ; 

The whiles his l^ostorcll is led 
Into captivity. 


Who now docs follow the foule Blatant 
Beast, 

Whilest Cnlidore docs follow that faire Maj’d, 
IJiiniyndfull of his vow, and higlV bclieast " 
Wliich by the Faery Queciie was on hitnlayd, 
That he should never leave, nor be delayd 
From chacing him, till he had it attchieved ? 
But now, entrapt of love, n Inch him betrayd, 
lie mindeth more how he may ||C relieved 
With grace from her, wliose love his heart hath 
sore engrievod. 


That from henceforth he mcanes no more to 
sew 

Ilis former quest, so full of toile and painc : 
Another quest, another game in vew 
He hath, the guerdon of his love to gaiq^ ; 
With whom he niyndcs for ever to remainc. 
And set his rest amongst the rustieke sort, 
Itathcr then hunt still after shadowes vaiiie 
Of courtly favour, fed witli light report 
Of every blaste, and sayling alwaics in the 
port. • 

HI 

Ne certes mote he greatly blamed be ^ ' 
From so high step to stovipc unto so low, 

Fur who had tasted oiicc (ns oft did he) 

'I’he ha[>py peace whieli there doth ovcrflo^^ 
And pniv'd the perfect pleasures which doe 
grow [ dales, 

Ainongst poore hyndcs, in hils, in woods, in 
\Vould never more delight in painted show 
t )f such false blissc, an there is set for stales 
T' entrap unwary foolcs in their eternall 
bales. 


For what hatli all that gootlly glorious gn/.c 
Like to one sight which Cnlidore did vow ? 
The glaunce whereof their dimmed eies would 
doze, 

Tliat never moiii they sliould endure the shew 


Of tlint sunne-shine that makes them looke 
askew : 

Xe ought, in all that w'orld oM»cauties rare, 
(Save onely Cloriannes heavenly hew, 

I'o which what can eomiiare?) can it compare ; 
The which, ns commeth now by course, I will 
declare. 


One day, as he did rauiure the fields abroad, 
Whilest his faire Pastoiellawas elsewhere, 
lie chaunst to come, far from all pcople >4 trend, 
Unti^a place whose alevamicp tiitl appere 
To passe nil others oil the earth which were: 
For all that ever was by natures skill 
Devized to worke delight was gathered there. 
Anti there by her were poured forth at fill, 

As if, this to adomc, she all the rest did pilL 

VI 

It was an hill plaste in an open plainc. 

That round about was bordered with a wood 
Of inatcblesse bight, that seem'd th* earth to 
disdaine ; 

111 which nil trees of honour stately stood. 

And did all winter as 111 somnicr hud, 
S(iredding pavilions for the birds to bowre, 
Which ill their loM’cr braunc^ sung aloud : 
And ill their to^is the soring hnuke did towre. 
Sitting like King of fuwles in majesty and 
powre : 

I 

• And at tlie foote thereof a gentle find 
, Ilis silver weaves did softly tumble downc, 

' Uiiniard With ragged musse or filthy mud ; 

Xc mote wylde benstes, ne mote the ruder 
j clowne, 

Thereto npprocli ; ne filth mote therein drowne: 
But Nymphes aud Faeries by the bancks did 
I sit [crowne, 

: III the woods shade which did the waters 
; Keeping all iioysome things away from it, 

I And to the waters fall tuning their accents 
: fiU 
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VIll 

Aod on the top thereof a spacious plainc 
Did apred it selfc, to serve to all delight, 
Either to daiince, when they to daunce would 
faille, 

Or else to course about their baSes light ; 

Ne ought tliere wanted which for pleasure 
Desired be, or tlieiico to banish bale, [might 
So pleasaunlly the hill with equal! bight 
Did sceme ovcrluukc the lowly vale ; 
Therefore it rightly cleeped was mount Acidalc. 

IX 

They say that Venus, when she did dispose 
Ilrr srlfe to p[pasaunce, used to resort 
Unto this place, and therein to rejicse 
And rest her sclfe as in a gladsome port, 

Or with the Graces there to play and sjiort ; 
That even her owne Cytheron, though in it 
She used most to keepe her royall court, 

And in her soveraine Majesty to sit. 

She in regard hereof refusde and thought 
unfit. j 


X 


Amidst a ring most richly well cnchaccd, 
That with her goodly presence all the rest 
much graced. 

xni 

Looke ! how the crowne, which Ariadne wore 
Upon her j'vory forehead, that same day I 
That Theseus her unto his bridale bore, \ fray 
When the bold Ccntaurcs made that bloudy 
With tlu! fierce Lapithes which did them dis- 
Being imw ])hiced in the limiament, [may. 
Through ihe bright hcaA'cn doth her beams 
display, 

And is unto the starres an ornament, [ lent. 
Which round about her move in order cxcel- 

XIV 

Such was t^e beauty of this goodly bond. 
Whose sundry parts were here too long to tell ; 
But she that in the midst of them did stand 
Seem’d all the rest in beauty to cxcell, 
Crownd with a rosie girlond that right well 
Did her beseeme : And ever, as the crew 
About her daunst, sweet tlowrcs that far did 
smell 


Unto this place wh^n as the Elfin Knight 
Approcht, him seemed that the merry sound 
Of a shrill pipe ho playing heard on hight, 
And many feete fast thumping th’ hollow 
ground, [bound. 

That through the woods their Eccho did rc- 
Hc Higher drew to weete what mote it be : 
There he a troupe ol Ladies dauncing found 
Full merrily, and making gladfull glee, 

And in thc*midst a Shepheard piping he did 
see. 

XT 

lie durst not enter into th’ ofien grccne. 

For dread of them uiiwarcs to be dcscrydc’ 

For breaking oRheir daunce. if he were secne ; 
But in the covert of the wood did byde, 
Beholding all, yet of them unesfiyde. 

There he did see that pleased much his sight, 
That even he him selfe his eyes cuvyde. 

An hundred naked maidens lilly white j 
All raiinged in a ring and dauncing in delight. 


All they without were raunged in a ring, I 
And daunced nmnd : but in the midst of them 
Three other Ladies did both daunce and sing. 
The whilest the rest them round about dm 
hemme, i 

And like a girlond did in compasse stemme : I 
And in ihe middest of those same three was 
placed 

Another Damzell, as a precious gemme 


And frag^jmt odours they up|wn her threw ; 
But most of all those three did her with gifts 
endew. 

XV 

Those were the Graces, daughters of delight, 
Ilandmaides of Venus, which arc nont to 
f haunt [ night : 

Uppon this hill, and dauncH* there day and 
Those tlirec to men all gifts of grace do gruunt; 
And all that Venus in her selfe doth vaunt 
Is borroi\cd of ihcm. But that fuire one, 
That m the midst was ]>lnccd jiaruvaunt, 

Was she to whf>m ^hat shepheard pypt alone ; 
That made him pqie so merrily, as never none. 


She was, to weete, that jolly Shepbeards 
» lasse, 

Which piped there unto that meriy rout; 
That jolly shepheard, which there piped, wits 
Poore Colin Clout, (who knowes not Colin 
Clout ?) 

He pypt apace, whilest they him daunst about. 

jolly shepheard, pype thou now apace 
Unto thy love that made thee low to l«>ut : 
Thy love is present there with thee in place ; 
Thy love is there advauiisl to be another 
Grace. 

xvii 

Much woudred Calidorc at this strauiigc 
sight, 

Whose hke before bis eye had never scene; 
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And standing; luii'' abtonibhod in spright. ,Hcr to adornc, when bO she forth doth wend 
And rapt with plcabauiice, w'ist not Avhat to But those three in the midst doc uhiefc on her 


wecnc 

Wliether it Avere the trainc of bcaiitics Qucenc, i xxii 

w-iJ- "’.'i'T; T «'»■"•! < l-hev «« the daughton. uf sky-ruling Jove, 

With ivhich his eye, mote have deluded beene., „ ^ Kurviioiiie, 

I heiefom, resolving what it was to kliow, oceaii? daughter, in tfiU pleisnnt grove. 

Out ol the wood he rose, and toward them <Ud ^ay^omming from leastfiill gle^ 

6*’* , I (Jf Tluais wedding a\ ith ]^sucidce, 

- '**1 ! Ill sommers bhadb him selfcliere rested weaxA': 

But, ssoone as lie .appeared to their vcav, , of them hight mA Ide Ehplirosvne," 

They vani-slit all away out of liis siglit, [kiiCAV ; ^ext faire Aglaia, l.ist Thalia merrv ; ‘ 

And cleane Aveic gone, Avliieh Avay he never s^veete Goddesses all three, Avhich me in mirth 
All s.ave the slicpheard, aa'Iio, tor tell despight, cherry ! 

Of that disple.asure, broke his bag-pipe qiiigbt,' ‘ xvnr 

And made gre.atinone tor that unbappytuine: ‘ , 

But Calidore, tbougb no lesse sory av igbt ' hesc three on men all gracious gifts bestoAV, 

For tliat inisliap, A'et seeing biiiatu inourne, bicli tleeke the body or ndornc theniyndc, 

DrcAV iiearo, that he the truth of all by linn make them lovely or A\'ell-faA'oured shoAV ; 
mote Icariic. i comely carriage, eiitertainement. kyndc, 

^ * SAveete seniblaunt. friendly offices that byude, 

XIX 1 And all the complements of curtesie : 

And, first him greeting, thus unto liim spake: They teach us hoAv to each degnie and kAiidc 
‘Ilailc, jolly shepheurd, aaIiIcIi thy Joyous should our selves deineane, to 
da\ cs 

Here leanest in this goodly incrry|jnakc, 

Frequented of these gentle Nymphos alwayc<», 

\Vhicli to thee tlocke to hcare thy loA-ely 
layes ! 


attend. 


low, to hie, 

To Iricnds, to foes ; Avhich skill men call Civility. 

• • • 

X.VIV 

‘ Therefore they ahvaies smoothly sceme to 
smile. 


Tell me, Avhat mote these dainty Dam/els be. That avc likeAvise should myldc and gentle be; 
"Which here Avilh thee doe make their pleasant And also naked are, that Avithuut guile 

])lttyes V Or false dissumblamice all them plaine may see, 

Bight happy thou that inayst them frdfely sw ! Simple and tiue, from coAert malice free’; 

But Avliy, Avhen 1 them saAv, tied they atvay And eeke them selves so in their daimcc they 
from me V ’ | bore, 

XX 'That tAvo of them still f toward seem’d to bee, 

, „ ^ , , , ' ' j .1 ! But one still towards shew’d her selfc afore ; 

Not I no hapi\v, ansAverd then that . a am , ^ I should from us goc, then come, 

< As thou unhai)py, Avhicli them thence didst creator store 

chacf, . 

Whom by no mcaries tliou canst Tccall ngaine; 

For, being gone, none can them bring itf phuv, 

ButAvhom they of them sehes list so to grace.’ 

‘ Bight sory I,’ (saide thcr. Sir Calidore) 

’’I’hat my ill fort line di»l them hence dispRioc; 


XXA' • 

‘ Such Avere those Goddesses Airhich ye did see ; 
But that fourth lilayd, Avhich there amidst them 
traccil, 


But since things passed none uiaA'iioiv restore, ^Vho can aread A\hat creature mote she bee, 
Tell me Aihat were they all, whose lackc theci>>_«?thcr a creature, or a goddessc graced 


grieves so sore? ’* 

XXI 

Tho gnn that shepheard thus fur to dilate: 
‘Then Avo‘e, thou shepheard, whatsoever thou 
bee, 

'J'liat all those Ladies, which thou sawest late, 
Are Venus Daiuzcls, all Avithiii her fee, 

But diflering in honour and degree : 

They all are Graces Avhich on her depend, 
Besides a thousand more a\ hicU ready bee 


With heavenly gifts from hcven first cnraced ? 
But Avhnt so sure she anus, she Avorthy Avas 
To be the fourth Avith those three other placed : 
Yet Avas she certes but a countrey lasso ; 

Yet she all other cuuntiey lasses fane did 
passe : 

XXVI 

‘So farre, as dotli the daughter of the day 
All other lesser lights iu light cxccll ; 

So farre doth she m beautyfull array 
AbuA'c all other lasses beafe the bell ; 
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Np lessc in vertuc ttiiil bcsceuies her well 
Doth she cxcecile the rc.st of all her rare , 

For which the (ti-hccs, that here wont hj dwell, 
Have for more honor broujjht her to tlii!» place. 
And graced her so much to be another Hrace. 

XXVII ^ 

‘ Anotlicr Grace she well dcscrvc> to be, 

In whom so many Graces gathered are, 
Excelling much tlic meaiie of her degree ; 
Divine reseAblauncc, beauty sovcraiiie rare, 
Firme Chastity, that spight nc blemish dare : 
All w’hich she witli such courtesie doth grace, 
That all her peres cannot with her compare, 
But quite are dimmed when she is in place : 
She made me often pipe, and now to pipe apace. 


‘ Sunne of the Avorld, great glory of the sky, 
That all the earth doest lighten with thy rayes, 
(ireat Glorian.'i, greatest Majesty ! 

Pardon thy sheiilieard, mongst mo many laves 
As he hath sung of thee in all his dayes, 


Had left, now gan afresh to ranclc sore. 

Ami to rcniic the rigour of his smart ; 

Which to recure no skill of Leaches art 
Mote him avnilc, but to rctumc agaiiic 
To his wounds worker, tliat with lovely dart 
Dinting his brest hod bred his roatlcsse paiiie ; 
Like as the w'ounded Whale to shore flies froml 
the mniiic. 

XXXIl 

So, taking leave of that same gentle Swainc, 
He backe returned to his riisticke w'onne, 
Where his faire Pastoivlla did i-emaiiie : 

To whonic, in sort as ho at first begonne, 

He daily did apply him selfc to donne 
AD denfull serv ice, voide of thoughts impure ; 
Ne any paines ne perill did he shonne, 

By which he might her to his love allure, 

And liking iif her yet untamed heart procure. 

XXXIII 

And evermore the shephearfi Coridon, 

I What ever thing he did her to aggratc, 



To future ajje, of her this mcMitiou may be or to prc«,ent her with their laboum late ; 

‘ 'Through which if any grace chaimst to arize 

To him, the Shepheardstreight with jcalousie 


made: 

xxix 

When thus that shepheard ended had his 
speach, 

Sayd Calidore : ‘ Now sure it yrketh mec, 
Thatto thyblissel made this luckelcssc breach, 
As now the author of thy bale to be. [tlifc : 


did frizc. 

XXXIV 

One Jay, as they all three together went 
To the greeiie wood to gather strawberies, 


Thus to bereave thy loves deare sight fromjTlieie ebaunst to them a dangerous accident: 
But, gentle Shepheard, pardon thou my shame, | A ligre forth out of the wood did rise. 

Who rashly sought that n liich I mote not .«.eo.’ iThat with fell elawes full of fierce gourmandizc, 
Thus did the courteous Knight excuse his And greedy mouth Wide gaping like hell-gate, 
blame, ^ [frame. I Did nmne’at l'a.storcll her to surpri/c; 

And to recomfort him .ill comely mcancs did! Whom she beliolding, now all desolate, 

* 'Gan ory to them aloud to heipe her all too late. 


In such discourses they together spent 
Jjong time, as fit occasion forth them led •, 
With W'hich the Knight him selfe did much 
content, 

And with delight his p'ce<]y fancy fed 
Both of his words, ivliich l:e with reason red. 
And also of the place, whose jileasures rare 
With such regard his sences ravished, 

'That thence he had no w'ill anav to fare, 

But wisht that with that shepheaid he mote 
dwelling share. I 


.\ vxv 

^ Which Coridon first hearing ran in hast 
To reskue her; but, wlieii he saw the feend, 
Through cowherd feare he fled away as fast, 
Ne durst abide the daungcr of the end ; 

His life he steemod dearer then liis frend: 
But Calidore soonc cunimiiig to her ayde, 
When he the beast saw readv now to rend 
Ilia loves dearc spoile, in wliieh his heart was 
prayde, 

He ran at him enraged, instead of being frayde. 


XXXI 

But that envenimd ating, the which of yore 
His pdysnous point deepe fixed in his hart 


XXX VI 

He had no weapon but bi,s shepheards hookc 
To serve the veugeauiicc of hiswrathfuU will; 
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With which bo stcrncly he the monster strooke, i Which was tlic cntKiuest of the gentlest Knight 

'I'hnt. fii t.ho rrmiinrl Vin fV>l1 • I'I'liaf otnar liv’d and fli’ mialw ^.1* u:. 


That ever liv’d, and 
might. 


th’ onely glory of hh 


That to the ground astonished he fell ; 

Whence, ere he could rccou’r, he did him quell, 

And, hewing oft' his head, he it presented 
Before the fecle of the faire Pastorell ; 

Who, scarcely yet from former feare exempted, 

A thousand times him thankt that had her 
death prevented. 

XXXA'II 

From that day forth she gan him to affect. 

And daily more her favour to augment ; 

But Coridou for cowherdize reject, 

Fit to keciHi sheepc, unfit for loves content : 

'riic gentle heart sconies base disparagement. 

Yet Calidore did not despise him quiglit, 

But usde him friendly fur further intent. 

That by his fellowship he culou’sinight , , „ , . 

Both his estateandluve from skill of aiiv ight. ^ cave««. that no man mote dis- 

• ° ror the tluckc shrubs, which did them alwaii'S 

’ , . I shade 

„ • xxxMii , From view of living wight and covered over ; 

So well he wood her, and so well he wrought • But darkenesse dredand daily night did hover 
• ! Through all the inner parts, wherein they 

With humble service, and uith daily sute, ! dwelt; 

That at the last unto his will he broiight her; Xe lightned was w!^ window, nor with lover, 
Which he so wisely well did prosefute, i But with continuall candle-light, which delt 

That of his love he reapt the timely frute, j A doubifull sense of things, not so well secne 


With them also was taken Coridon, 

And carried Jhptive by those thceves away ; 
Who' in the covert of the night, that none 
Mote them descry, nor reskue from their pray, 
Unto their dwelling did them close coiivay, 

I Their dwelling in a little Island was, [way 
I Covered wdth shrubby woods, in whicti no 
I Ap)icard for people in nor out to pas, 

! Xor any footing fynde for overgrowen gras : 

! XLII 

• For underneath the groun'if their wav W'as 
' inaite [cover 


And joyed long in close felicity, [brute. 
Till fortune, fraught uith malice, blindc and 
That envies lovers long prosperity. 

Blew up a bitter storiue of foule adversity. 


It fortuned one day, when Calidore , 


as felt. 


Hither those Brigants brought their present 
pray, _ ^ [ward; 

And kept them ivith continuall watch and 
Meaning, so soone as tliey convenient may, 

{ For slaves to sell them for no small reward 


Was Inn .ting in the w'oods, (as was his trade) |To Merchants, which them kept in bondage 
A lawlessc people, Brigants bight of yore, | hard. 

That never usde to live 1^' plouf^di nor spade, ; Or sold ngaine. Now when faire Pastorell 
But fed on spoilc and boutv, which thev made Into this place was brought, and kept with 
Upon their neighbours wduch did nigli them ! gard 

border, • ■ Of griesly thceves .nIic tboii/^it her self in Iiell, 

The dwelling of these slieplieard'. did h»vadc, | Where with such damned liends she should in 

darknessc dw ell. 

xuv 

But for to tell the dolefiill dreriment 
And pittifull coiu|ilaints which there .•‘he made, 
Where day and night .she nought did bat la- 
mliiit 

Her wretched life shut up in deadly shade, 
And waste her goodly beauty, w'hich did fade 
l^ke to a flowre that feeles no heate of sunne, 
Which ma 3 ' her feeble leaves with comfort 
glade 


And spoyld tiieir liuuscs, and them selves did 
niurdcr, • 

And drove away their tiocks ; with other much 
disorder. 

XL 

Amongst the rest, the which they then did 
The}' Hfioyld old Melibcc of all he liad, [pray, 
And* all his jieople captive led away ; [lad, 
Mongst which this lucklesse mayd away w'os 
Faire Postorclla, sorrowrfull and sad, 

Most sorrowfull, most sad, that ever sight, 


Now made the spoile of theeves and Brigants [And what befell her in tliat theevish wonii& 
bad, I Will in another Canto better be begonne. 
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T^o Theovos fall out for Pnbtorcll, 
'vVhilcBt Mclibep is slainc : 

Her Calidore from them recieemes, 
And brinyetli bockc againe. 


Tiik joyes love, if they should ever last 
Without afllictioii or disquictnesse [cast, 

That ^vorldly cliaunccs due amongst them 
Would he on earth too great a hlessedncasc, 
IJker to heaven then mortall wrelchednesse: 
Therefore the wnged God, to let men weet 
That here on earth is no sure happincssc, 

A thousand sowres hath temiired with one 
sweet, [meet. 

To make it seeine more dcare and dainty, as is 


lake as is now’ befalno to this fairc Mayd, 
Faire Pastorell, of whom is now my song; 
Who being now in dr^dljpll darknesse lavd 
Amongst those theeves, which her m bondage 
strong 

Detayiul, yet Fortune, not with all this wrong 
Contented*, greater misuhiefc on her threw, 
And sorrowes heapt on her in greater throng ; 
Tliat who so hcares her heavinesse, w’ould row 
And ])itty her sad plight, so chang’d from 
plcasaunt hew’. 


TMiylcst thus she in these hellish dens re- 
mayiicd. 

Wrapped in ^vretched cares and hearts unrest, 
It so befell, (as Fortune had ordayned) 

That he w’hich their C'apitainc profc.st, 
And had the chiefe commauiid of all the rest, 
One day, as he did all his prisoners vew’. 

With lustfull eyes beheld that lovely guest, 
Faire Pastorella. whose sad mournetull hew' 
Like the fairc Morning clad in misty fog did 
shew. 

IV • 

At sight w'hereof his barbarous heart was 
fired. 

And inly burnt with flames most raging whot, 
That her alone he. for his part desired j 

Of all the other pray which tiiey had got. 

And her in mynde did to him selle allot. 

From that day forth he kyndnessc to her 
.showed, [mote; 

And sought her love by all the meanes he 


With looks, with words, with gifts he oft hci 
wowed. 

And inixf'd threats among, and much unto her 
vowed. 


i Rut all that ever he could doe or say 
! Her const.int mynd could not a whit remove, 

' Nor draw’ unto the Inn* of his lewd la}’, 

, To graunt hifh favour or aflord him love : 

■ Yet ceast he not to sew, and all waies prove, 

; Ry which he mote aceoinplish his request, 

. Saying and doing all that mhte behove ; 

I Xe day nor night he suffred her to rest, 

! Rut her all night did w’utch, and all the day 
! molest. 


, At la^t. w’hen him she so importune saw. 
Fearing least he at length the rallies would 
' lend 

Unto Ills lust, and make his will his law, 

Sith in his powre she W’as to foe or frend, 

She thought it best, for shadow to jireteiid 
I Some snew of favour, by him gracing small, 
■That she thereby motc either freely wend, 
j Ur at more case continue there his' thrall : 

A httlc w'ell IS lent that gaineth mot'j w ithalL 


So from thenceforth, when love he to her 
made. 

With iietter teannes she did him eiiterraine, 

1 Which gave him hojie, and did him hallc per- 
I , swade, 

I That he in time her joyance should obtaine 
i But W’lieii she .saw' thmugh that small favours 
gaine. 

That further then she willing w’a.s be prest, 
She found no meanes to bane him, but to faine 
A sodaine sickenesse which her siiie opjirest. 
And made unfit to serve his lawlesse mindcs 
behest. 


By meanes w’hcrcof she would not him permit 
Once to approch to her in privity, 

But onely monf^t the rest by her to sit, 
Mourning the rigour of her malady, 
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And seeking all things meete for remedy ; 

But she resolv’d no remedy^ to fynde, 

Nor better cheare to shew in misery, 

Till Fortune would her captive bonds unbynde : 
Her sickenesse was not of the body, but the 
myndc. 

IX 

During which space that she thus sicke did 
lie, \ wount 


buv, 


That nothing meet in merchandise to passe : 
So shew’d them her, to prove how pale and 
weake she was. 

XIII 

The sight q( whom, though now decayd and 
mard, 

And eke but hardly seene by candle-light. 

Yet, like a Diamond of rich'regard, 

It chamst a sort of merchanta, i**"*”'' U>e,d«tke«>!ne niRlit 

To Hkim those coasle, for bondmen there 10' «»«> etamebeamea about her sMning bright, 

lliese marchants fixed eyes did so amaze, 
That what through wonder, and what through 
delight. 


And by such traiheke after gaines to hunt. 

Arrived in this Isle, though bare and blunt, ... ... 

T' inquire for slaves ; where being rcadie met !“ ^ J:®, ffazCi 

By Home of these same thees es at the inatant '*"'’ ''k* •"'< 
brunt, 

AVere brought unto their Captaii Jfe, who was set 
By his faire patients side with sorrowfull re- 
gret. 


To whom they shewed, how those marchants 
were * • 

Arriv’d in place their bondslavc.s for to buv ; 

And therefore prai'd that those same captives 
there * * 

Mote to them for their most com modi tv 
Be sold, and inongst them shared equally. 

This their request the Captaine much appalled, 

Yet could he not their just demaund deny. 

And willed streight the slaves should forth Im* 
called, • 

And soli fur most advantage, not to bo for-' Boldly him bad such itijurie forbeare ; 


And did her greatly like, and^id her greatly 
praizc. 

xiv 

At last when all the rest them oifred were, 
And prises to them placed at their jileasurc. 
They all refused in regard of her, 

Xe ought woulct buy, how ever prisd with 
measure, [ sure 

Withouten her, uhosc worth above all threa- 
They did esteeme, ayd oflTred store of gold. 
But**then the Captain?, fraught with more 
displeasure. 

Bad them be still ; his love should not be sold ; 
The rest take if they would; he her to him 
would hold. 

XV 

Themwith some other of the chiefest theeves 


stalled. 

XI 

Then forth the good old Meliboe was brought 
And (k)ridon with many fither moo, f caught 


For that same luayd, how ever it him greeves, 
Should with the rest be sold before him 
thcare. 

To make the ])ris«s of the rest more dearc. 
That with great rage he stoutly doth denav ; 


Whom they before in diverse spovles hud drawnig forth iiis blade, doth 

All which ho totheiuarehnntasnledidf<hawe:| sweafe • 

lill .Slime, which did the sundry P^^^^Prs j 


knowc, 

Can to inquire for that faire shopherdesse. 
Which with the re.st they tooke not long ngoe: 
And gan her fonne and Veaturo to expn^sse. 
The more t’ augment her price through praise 
of cumlincssc. 


To whom the Ca[>taino in full angi^’ wize 
Made answcrc, that the mayd of whom they 
spake 

Was his owne purchase and his onely prize ; 
With which none hod to doe, nc ouglit partake, 


lay, 

It dearely shall aby, and death for haudsell 
pay. 

XVI 

Thus, as they words amongst them multiply, 
They fall to strokes, the fnite of too much 
taike. 

And the mad steele about doth fiercely fly. 

Not sparing wight, ne leaving any balke*. 

But making way for death at large to walke ; 
Who, in the horror of the griesly night, 
Inthousand dreadful shapes dotli mongst them 
stalke, [light 


Blithe hiinselfe which did that oonquc.st make;. And makes huge havocke ; whiles the candle- 
latie for him to luive one silly lasso ; [weake,|Out quenched leaves no skill nor difference of 
Besides, through sicknesse now so wan ondj wight. 
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XVII 

Like a sort of hungry dogs, ymet 
About some carcase by the common way, 

Doe fall together, stryving each to get ' 

The greatest portion of the greedie pray, 

All on confused heapes themselYps assay. 

And snatch, and byte, and rend, and tug, and 
teare . 

That who them sees would wonder at their fray. 
And who sees not would be affrayd to heare : 
Such was tht conflict of tliose crucll Brigants 
there. 

XVIIT 

But first of all their captives they doe kill. 
Least they should joyne against the weaker 
side, ' ’ 

Or rise against the remnant at their will : 

Old Melibm is slaine ; and him beside 
His aged wife, with many others wide ; 

But Goridon, escaping craftily, [hide, 

Creepes forth of dores, whilst darknes him doth 
And flyes away as fast as he can bye, 

Ne stayeth leave to take before his friends doe 
dye. 

But Pastorella, wofull wretched Elfe, 

Was by the Captaine all this while defended, 
\Vho, minding more her safety then himselfc,| 
His target alw'ayes over her prvtende<l 


Yet did the cloud make even that dimmed 
light 

Seeme much more lovely in that darknesseloyd, 
And twixt the twinckliiig of her eye-lids bright 
To sparke out litle beames, like staires in fog- 
gie night. 

XXII * 

But when they mov’d the carcases aside. 
They found that life did yet in her remaine : 
llien all their helpes they busily applyde 
To call the soulc backc to her liome agaiiie ; 
And wrought so well, with labour and long 
That they to life n‘Covered her at last: [painc. 
Who, sighing sore, as if her hart in twaiiie 
Had riven bene and all her hart-strings brast, 
W^ith drearie drouping cync lookt up like one 
aghast. 

‘ XXI II 

There she beheld, that sore her griev'd to see. 
Her father and her friends about her lying. 
Her selfe sole left a second sfiloyle to bee 
Of those, that, having «nved her from dying, 
Renew’d her dtnth by timely death denying. 
What now is left her but to wayle and ‘wee|ie. 
Wringing her hands, and ruefully loud crying.’ 
Ne cared s.iO her wound in teams to steepe. 
Albe with all their might those Brigants her 
di«l kee|>e. 

XXIV 

Blit when thev saw her now reliv’d againe, 

I', l ? j» V . ' 


By means whereof, that mote not be amended. 

He at the length was slaine and layd on Tliey left her so, in charge of one, the liest 
ground, .Of many worst, who with unkind disdaine 

Yet holding fast twixt both his armes extended And cruell rigour her did much molest; 
Fayre Pastorell, who, with the selfe siiine Scarsc yeelding her due fmal or timely rest, 
wound 'And scarsely sufiring her infestred wound, 

Launcht through thcarme, fell down with him -That sore her payn’d, by any to be drest. 


in drerie s wound. 


*So hiave wo her in ytretclied thraldome bound. 
And tunic we backc to Colidore where w’c him 
found. 


There lay she c<#ered with confused preasse 
Of carcases, which dying on her fell, [ceaase ; 
Tho, when as he was dead, the fray gan 
And each to other calling did compcU 
To stay their cruell hands from slaughter fell, 
Sith they that were the cause of all were gone : 
Thereto they all attonce agreed well ; 

And, lighting candles new, gan search anone. 
How many of their friends were slaine, how 
many fone. 

XXI 

Their Captaine there they cruelly found kild. 
And in his armes the dreary dying mayd. 

Like a sweet Angell tvdxt two clouds uphild ; 
Her lovely light was dimmed and decayd 
With cloud m death upon her eyes displayd ; 


t XXV 

Who w hen he backe returned from the wood. 
And saw his shepheards cottage spovled 
• quisht. 

And his love reft away, he wexed wood 
And halfe enraged at that riiefull sight ; 

That even his hart, for very fell despight. 

And his ownc flesh he rcadie was to teare: 

He chauft, he griev’d, he fretted, and ho 
And fared like a furious wyld Bcare, [ sight. 
Whose whelpos are stolne awav, she being 
otheru'here. 

XXVI 

Ne wight he found to whom he might com- 
plaine, 

Ne wight he found of whom he might inquire, 
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That more iiicreast the angniHli of his pninc : 
He sought the woods, but no man could sec 
there; [henre: 

He sought the plaines, but could no tydiugs 
The woods did nought but ecchoes vaine re- 
bound ; 

The playncs all waste and emptie did appearo 
Where wont the shepheards oft their pypes 
resound, [he found 

And feed an hundred flocks, there now not one 


XXVII 

At last, as there he romed up and downc, 
lie chauiist one comming towards him to '«py, 
That seem’d to be some soric sim[ile clowne,* 
With ragged wcedes, and lockcs upstaring 
As if he did from some late dnungcr fly, [h\ e, 
And yet his feare did follow him behynd : 

Who as he unto him approchedVvo, 

He mote perceive by signes which he did fynd, 
'xhat Coridon it was, the silly shepherds 
hynd. • 

XXVIII 

Tho, to him running fast, hc^id not stay 
To greet him flr«t, but askt where were the 
rest V 

Where Pastorell ?— Who full of fifsh dismay. 
And gushing forth in teares. was so opprest, 
That he no wonl could speake, but sinit his 
brest. 

And up to heaven his eyes fast-streming threw: 
Whereat the knight aina/’d yet did not rest. 
But askt againe, what ment that rufuU hew : 
Where was his Pastorell ? where all the other 
crew? 

XXIX 

‘Ah, well-away ! ’ (sayd he, then sighing 
sore) • 

‘ That ever [ did live this day to sec, 

This dismall day, and was not deail before. 
Before 1 saw fairc Pastorella dye.’ . 

‘ DieV out alas !’ then Calidorc did cry, 

* How could the death dare ever her to quell ? 
But read thou, shepheard, read what doUny 
Or other dyrefull hup from heaven or hell 
Hath wrought this wicked deed: doc feare! 
away, and tell.* 

XXX 

Tho, when the Shepheard breathed had a- 
whyle, [inence 

lie thus began: ‘^Vhere shall I then com- 
This wofull tale? or how thoie Brigants vyle. 
With crucll rage and dreadfiill violence, 
Spovld all our cots, and caried us fnim hence ; 
Or flow faire Pastorell should have bene sold 
To marchanis, but was sav’d with strong de- 
fence ; 


Or how those theeves, whilest one sought her 
to hold, [and bold. 

Kell all at ods, and fought through fury tierce 


‘ In that same conflict (woo is me !) befell 
This latall cliauncc, this dolefull accident. 
Whose heavy tydings now I have to tell. 

First all the captives, which they here had 
hent. 

Were by them slainc by gencrall^consent ; 

Old Melibm and his good wife withall 
Those eyes saw' die, and tlearely did lament ; 
But, wiien the lot to Pastorell did fall, 

Tlieir Captainc long withstood, and did her 
death forstall. , 

XXXII 

‘ Rutwhat could he gainst all them doe alone i 
It could not boot : needs mote she die at last. 

onoly .seapt through great confusione 
Of cryes and clamors which amongst them past, 
In dreadful 1 darknessc dreadfully aghast; 
That better were with them to have bene dead. 
Then here to sec all desolate and wast. 


Dcsnoxlcd of those ioygs and jolly-head, 
Which with those gentle sfiicpherds hero I 
wont to lead.’ 


XXXIII 

When Calidorc these riiefull neweshad ranght. 
Ills hart quite (leaded was with anguish great, 
And all his wits with doole were nigh dis- 
traught. 

That he his face, hi** head, his brest did beat. 
And death it selfe nnto himsclfe did threat; 
Oft enr.Ming th’ heavens, that so crucll were 
'fo her, w hose name he often did repeat ; 

.\nd wishing oft that he w'crc ]>resent there 
When she w'as slaiiie, or had bene to her 
succour nert. 

XXXI 

But after gnefe awhile had had his eoursc. 
And spent it selfe in mourning, he at last 
Began to mitigate his swelling sourse. 

And in his mind with better reason cast 
How he might save her life, if life did la'<t: 
Or, if that dead, huw' he her death might 
Mtrcake, 

Sith otherwise ho could not mend thing post ; 
Or if it to revenge he were too weake, 

Then for to die with her, and his lives threed 
to breake. 

XXXV 

Tho Coridon he prayd. sith he well knew 
The rcadie way unto that theevish wonne, 

To wend with him, and be his con luct trew 
ITnto the place, to see whai should be donne; 
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But he, wlioae hart through fcare was late for- That the^' were poore lienrdgroomes, the which 


donne, 

Would not for oughtbc drawne to former drcde, 
But by all meanes the daunger knowme did 
'ahonne : 

Yet Calidorc so ivell him wrought with meed. 
And faire bespoke with words, tlMt he at last 
agreed. 

XXXVI 

So forth they goe together (God licfore) 

Both clad inChepheanla weeds agreeably, 

And both Avith shepheards hookes : But 
Calidore 

Had, underneath, liim armed privilv. 

'I'ho, to the ))laoe Avhen thej- approched nA’e, 
They chaun'^t, upon .an hill not fnrre aAvay, 
Some flockes of ahcepe and shepheards to 
espy ; 

To Avnom they both agreed to take their Avay, 
In hope there newes to leamc, how they mote 
best assay. 


XXXVII 


whylere 

Had from ’their maisters fled, and noAV sought 
hyre elawhere. 

XL 

Whereof right glad they seemM, and ofler , 
m.ide [kcepc; 

To byre them well if they tlu'ir flockes Avould 
For they themselves were cvill grooines, they 
sayd. [“heepe, 

Unwout Avith hoards to Avateh, or pasture 
But to forray the land, or secure the de(*pc. 
Thereto they soone agreed, and earnest tooke 
To kecpe thcii flockes for title hyro and chepe, 
For they for better hyre did shortly looke: 

So there all day they bode, till light the sky 
Airsookc’. 

\ XM 

Tho, when as toAvards darksome night it drew, 
Unto their hellish dens those tbeeves them 


brought ; • 

Where sliortly they in great acquaintance grew, 
There did they find, that Avhicli they did notlAnd all the secr-ets of their cntrayles sought. 

foare, \ had reft jThere did thev find, contrarie to t heir thought, 

Tlie solfe same flocks ^^e^Avhich those theeA-eS|That Pastorell vet liv’d; but .all the rest 
From Melibm and from theinsehes whyUHire; Were deadf right so as Coiidon had taught : 
And certaiiie of the theeves there by them left, Whereof thev hot 


The whieli, for Ai’ant of hoards, themselves 
then kept. 

Right Avell kneAvCoridon hisoAAme latesbcepc, 
And seeing them for tender pittie Avept; 

But Avhen he saAv the tbeeves AA’hich did them 
keepe, [sleepe. 

His hart gan fayle, albc he saAv them all a- 

XXXA'ITI 

But Calidorc recninforting his griefe, 

Though not his fcare, for nought may fcare 
disswade, 

Him hardly foriA-^rd drcAv, Avhereas the fhiefe 
Lav sleeping soundly in the bushes sliade, 
Wfioin Coridon him eounseld to iiiA’ade 
Noav all uiiAxares, and take the spoyle aAA'ay ; 
But he, that in his mind Jiad closely made 
A further purpose, wmiihl not so them slay. 
But gently AA'aking them gave them the time 
of day. 

XXXIX • 


. both full glad and blyth did rcxt, 
But chiefly Calidore, Axliom gnefe had most 

pO‘*SCSt. 

XT.l I 

At length, Avhen they occasion fittest found. 
In dead of night, when all the theeves did rest. 
After a late forray, and slept full sound, 

Sir Calidore him arm’d as he thought best. 
Having of late by diligent inquest 
PniA’ided him a sword of meanest sort ; 

With AAhich he streiijht Avent to the Captaines 

But Coridon durst not Avith him consort, 

No durst abide bthind, for dread of a\ orse effort. 

XI.III 

When to the Cave they came, thev found it 
fast: 

But Calidore Avilh huge resistle«se might 
The dorcs assavled, and the locks iipbrast : 
With noyse AA'hcreol the (heefe .aAA'aking light 
Unto the entrance ran; where the Ijold knight 


Tho, sitting doAvne In* them upon the greene,'^”®^‘'"//“*B.*”>B Avith small resistetiee slew, 


Of sundric things he, purpose gan to fuiiie, 
Tliat he by them might certaine tA’dings Aveeiie 
Of l*astorell, were she aliA^e or sfaiiie : 

Mongst Avhicli the theeves them questioned 
againe, [AA'crc; 


The Avhiles faire Pastorell through great aRVight 
\\ as almost dead, misdoubting least of-new 
Some iiprore AAcre like that which lately she 
did A'cw. 


XI IV 


What mister men, and eke from Avhcnce they: But Avhen as Calidore aa’Rs comon in 
To whom they aunswer’d, as did appertaine, | And gan aloud fiir Pastorell to call, ' 
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Knowing his voice, although not heard long 
sin, 

She sudden was revived therewithal!, 

And wondrous joy felt in her spirits thrall : 
Like him that being long in tempest tost, 
Ijooking each houre into dcathes mouth to fall, 
At length espyes at baud the happie cost, 

On which he safety hopes that carst feard to 
be lost. 

XLV 

Her gentle hart, that now long season past 
Had never joyance felt nor chcurefull tbouglit, 
Began some sinockc of comfort new to tast. 
Like lyfull beat to niimmed senses brought. 
And life to fccle that lung for death had sought. 
Ne lesBC in hart rejoyced Culidore, 

When he her found ; but, like to one distraught 
And robd of rt'uson, towards hcriiim bore ; 

A thousand times einbrast, and kist a thousand 
more. 

• XLVI 

But now by this, with noyse of late uprore, 
The hue anil cry was raysed al* about ; 

And all the Brigants hocking in great store 
Unto the cave gan preosse, nought having 
dout • 

Of that w'as doen, and entred in a rout : 

But (>alidore in th’ entry close did stand. 

And entertayning them with courage stout, 
Still slew tlie forinost that came first to hand 
So long till all the entry was with bodies mand. 

• 

XLVII 

Tlio, when no more could nigh to him approch. 
He breath’d his sword, and rested him till day; 
Which when he spyde upon the earth t’ 
encrocli, • 

Through the dead carcases he made his way, 
Mongst which he found a swonl of better 

With which he forth went into th’ open light, 
Where all the rest for biiii did readic stay. 
And, fierce assayliiig him, with all their might 
Uan all uijon him lay : there gan a dreadfull 
figlit. 


XLVIII 

How many flyes, in whottest sommers day. 
Do seize upon some beast whose fiesh is bare, 
That all the place with swarmes do overlay, 
And with their litlc stings right felly fare; 

So many theses about him swarming are, 

All which do nim assayle on every side. 

And sore oppresse, ne any him doth spare ; 

But he doth with his raging brond divide 
Their thickest troups, and round about him 
scattreth wide. ^ 

XLIX 

Like as a Lion mongst an heard of dere, 
Disperseth them to catch his choyscst pray ; 
So jlid lie flv amongst them h^e and there, 
And all that nere him came did hew and slay. 
Till he had strowd with bodies all the way; 
That none his daunger daring to abide 
Fled from his wrath, and did themselves convay 
Into their caves, their heads from death to hide^ 
Xe any left that *. ictmie to him envide. 

I. 

Tlu'ii, backe nituniing U> his dearest dcare. 
He l^r gan to recon.fbri^all he might 
With gladfull spcachcs and with lovely chcare; 
And forth her bringing to the joyous light, 
Whereof she long bad lackt the wishfull sight, 
Deviz’d all gotnlly meanes from her to drive 
The sad remembrance of her wretched plight: 
So her uneath at last he did revive 
That long had lyen dead, and made again olive. 

LI 

This docn, into those theevish dens he went. 
And thence did all the spoyles and threasures 
take. 

Which they from many long had robd and rent, 
But fortune now the victors meed did make : 
Of w'hich the best he did hisdove betake ; 

And also all those flockes, which they before 
Had n>ft from Mclibce and from his make, 

He did them all to Coridon restore: 

So drove them all away, and his love with 
him bore. 
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FaTTP Pastorella by preat hap > 

Her parents understands, 
ralulorc doth the Blatant Beast 
Subdow, and bynd in bands. 

I V 

Likk as a ship, that thToujrli 1 he Oeean wydo And IJellnmour apaine so well her pleased 
Directs her eourse unto <*iie certaiiie cost, ith dayly service and attendnnec dew, 

Is met of manv a counter windc and tyde. That of her love he was entjTely seizerl. 

With which her wiuped speed is let and crost, Ami closely did her wed, hut knowne. to few: 
And she her sclfe in storinie stirpes t<ist : 'NVhieh when her father understood, he prew 

Yet, makinp manv a Imrde and many a bay, In so preat tl>at them in donpeoii deepe 

Still winneth wav, iie liath lier compasse lost: Withftut compassion cruelly lie threw; 

Kipht so it fares with me in this lonp Avay, Yet did so streiphtly them asunder keepe, 
Wluise course is often htavd, vet never IS astray. That neither could to company of th’ other 

creepe. • 


For all that lietherto hath lonp delavd 
This pcntlc kiiipht from sew inp his first que«t, 


Natljlcs.se Sif Bcllamoiir, whether throiiph 
prace 


Thouph out of course., wc^iath not hene jnis- Qj. secret guifts, so with his keepers wrnupht, 
To shew the courtesie by liim ])rofust [.nayd, 'phat to hif love sometimes he came in place ; 
Even unto the lowest and the least. Whereof lier wombe, iinwi.st to wipht, was 

But now 1 come into my course apainc, fraupht, f broupht ; 

To his atcliievement of the Blatant Beast : jn dew time a mayden child forth 

Who all thi.s while at ivill did ranpe and mine, ^Vhich she strciphtw'av, (for dread least if her 
WliiKt none was him to stop, nor none lam to . gyre ' [soupht.) 

roitraine. j Should 'know thereof to slay he w’oiild have 

I Delivered to her liandmayd. that for hyre 

Sir Calidoro, when thus he now- liad raupht 1 She should it cau.se be fostred under a'traunpc 
Faire Fastorella from those Bripants powre, attvre. 


Sir Calidoro, when thus he now- liad raupht 1 She should it cau.se be fostred under atniunpc 
Faire Fastorella from those Bripants powre, j attvre. 

Unto the Castle of Bclpard her broupht, i Yu 

Whcm,f was Lord th<; g.».i Sir Itell'aniour.. ; ^ 

Who rrtyloiiie was. in Ins youtlies fr<..lu-st i„t., »l,c emplio liolda, what? lirinR wiRht 

. , . « • 1 J 1 ■ Mote not iM-wrav the secret of her lode, 

A toight A ever w lolded speare. ; ^ ,i , ■ 

And had endu^ many a dn-adfull stoure thereof a siSht: 

TtelV^tLamUenJfdltLtlivins^^^^ •*“ ‘J™ 

jy I Upon the litle brest, like christall bright, 

„ ., ,, , - . I She mote perceive a litle purple mold, 

Her name was Clanbell; whose father hight j^at like a rose her silken leaves did faire 
The Lord of Many Hands, farre ren^und j unfold. 

For his great rich&s and his greater might ; j 

He. through the wealth wherein he did atiouTid, ' ^ vni 

This daughter thought in w'e<llocke to liave ■ Well she it markt, and pittied the more, 
bound : Yet could not remedie her wretched case ; 

TTuto the Prince of Picteland. Ixirdering nerc • 1 But, closing it apaiiie like as before. 

But she, whose sides before with secret w'ound Bedcaw’d w'ith toarcs there left it in tlie places 


Of lovft to Bcllamoore empiorccd were, 


Yet left not r|ijite. but drew a litle space 


By all mcanes shund to match with any for- | Behind the hushes, where she did her hyde, 
rein fere, ‘To weet what murtall hand- or heavens grace 
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Would for the wretched infants helpe provyde; 
For which it loudly cald, and pittifully crydc. 

IX 

At length a Shephoard, which there by did 
kee])e 

Ilis flcccie Hock upon the plaj’nes around. 

Led with the infants cry that loud did wcepe, 
C'ame to the place ; where, when he wrapped 
found 

Til’ ahnndond spoyle, he softly it iinhoiind ; 
And, seeing there that did him pittie sore, 

He l(X)ke it u]) and in his nuuitle wound ; 

So home unto his honest wife it bore, 

Who as her owiie it nurst (and named) ever- 
more. 

X 

Thus long eoniinird ('larilK‘ll § thrall, 

And llellamonr 111 bands: till that h<‘r syre 
iteparled life, and left unto them all ; 

Then all the storines of fortunes former yre 
VV'ere timid, ami they to freedome did retyre. 
Thencefortli they j<iy’d hi hapninesse together. 
And lived long in iM*aee and love entyre. 
Without disquiet or dislike of other, 

I'm time that Calidore brought J’astorella 
thether. 


XI 

Both whom they goodly well did entertaine ; 
F<»r Bellamour knew Caiidore right well, ^ 

And loved for his prowesse, sith they twaine 
Jjong since had fought in Held : Als ^laribell 
Nc less<‘ did tender the faire l^astorell, [ long. 
Seeing her weake and wan through ilur.'inee 
There they a while together thus did dwell 
111 much delight, and many joyes among. 
Until] the Damzell gan to wex more sound and 
strung. • 

Ml , 


80 taking leave of his faire Pastorell, 

Whom to recomfort all the meanes he wrought, 
With thanks to Bellamour and Claribell, 

He went forth on his quest, and did that him 
befell. 

• XIV 

But first, ere I doc his adventures tell 
In this exploite, me noedeth to declare 
What did betide to tin; faire Pastorell 
I During his absence, left in heavjrcare 
Through daily mourning and ni^tly misfare : 
Yet did that aimcient mat rone all she might, 
To cherish her with all f hings choice and rare ; 
And her owne handmayd, that Melissa hight, 
Appointed to attend her dewly day and night. 

• 

XV 

Who in a morning, when this Maiden faire 
W.*is dightiiig her, having her snowy hrest 
As yet not huK'd. nor her golden haire 
Into their comidy tn‘^^es dewly drest, 

Chaunst to espy upon her yvory chest 
The rosie marke, w hieh she remembred well 
That litle Infant had, which forth she kest, 
'I'hf^ daughter of he* Lgfly Claribell, 

Tlie w’hich she bore the whiles in prison she 
did dwell. 

XVI 

Which Avell aviaing, streight she gan to cast 
In her coneeiptfiill myiid that this faire Mayd 
Was that same infant, wdiich so long sith past 
»SIie in the open fields had loosely luyd 
To fortunes spoile, unable it to ayd:’ 

So, full of joy, streight forth sheran in hast 
Unto her inistresse, being lialfe dismayd. 

To tell her how the heavens had her {!>Taste 
To save her chyldc, W'hich in misfortunes 
mouth was pluste. 


Tho gan Sir Calidore him to ailvize , 

Of his tirst quest, which he had long forlore, 

A sham’d to tliinkc Imw he that enterprize. 
The which the Faery Queene hail long af#iv 
Bequeath’d to him, Vorslacked hud so sore ; 
That much he feared least reprochfull blame 
With foiile dishonour him mot e blot therefore ; 
Besides the lossc of so much loos and fume. 

As through the world thereby should gloritie 
his name. 

XIII 

Therefore, resol^nng to retume in hast 
Unto so great atchievement, he bethought 
To leave liis love, now perill being past. 

With Claribell ; whylest he that monster sought 
Throughout the world, and to destruction 
brought. 


XVIT • 

The sober mother .seeing such her mood, 

Yei knowing not wdint meant that sodaino 
thro, 

Askt her, how mote her w-ords he understood. 
Ami wliat the matter w'ns that mov'd her so? 
‘ Mv liefe,’ ^snyd she) • ye know that long ygo, 
W'hilest^ye in durance dwelt, ye to me gave 
A little mayde, the wrhich ye chylded tho; 
The same agaiiie if nowr ye’ list to have. 

The same is yonder Lady, whom high God did 
save.’ 

XVTII 

Much was the Lady troubled at that speach, 
And gan to question streight. how she it knew ? 
‘ Most ccrtainc markes ’ (aayd she) * do me it 
teach; 


EE 2 
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For on her biest I with these eyes did view 
The litle purple rose which thereon grew, 
Whereof ner name ye then to her did give. 
Besides, her conntciiaunce and her likely hew, 
Matched with equall 3'ears, do surely piieve 
That yond same is 3'our daughter sure, which 
yet doth live.’ f 

XIX 

The matronc stayd no longer to enquire. 

But forth in hast ran to the straungcr Mayd ; 
Whom catchirg greedily, for great desire 
Bent up her brest, and bosomc open Inyd, 

In which that rose she plainely saw displac'd : 
Then, her embracing twixt her anrics twaihe. 
She long sc held, and softly -weeping sii^’d ; 

* And livest thou, my daughter, now ngaiiie ? 
And art thou yel alive, whom dead I long did 
faine?’ 

XX 

Tho further .asking her of sundry things, 
And times comparing with their accidents. 
She found at last, by very certaino signes 
And spiking markes of passed monuments, 
That this young Majal, whom chance to her 
presents. 

Is herowne daughter, her^iwne infant deq^. 
Tho, wondring long at those so strauuge 
events, 

A thousand times she her embraced nere, 
With many a joyfull kisse and many a melt- 
ing teare. 

XXI 

Who ever is the mother of one cliylde, 
Wliich having thought long dead she fyndcs 
alive, 

Let her by proofe of that which she hath fylde 
In her owne breast, this mothers jo}' desciive; 
For other none such piusion can contrive 
In perfect forme, as this good Lad}' felt. 

When she so faire a daughter saw survive, 

As Pastorella was^that nigh she swelt 
For passing joy, which did all into pitty melt. 

XXII 

Thence running forth unto her loved I^rd, 
She unto him recounted all that fell ; 

Who, joyning joy with hci in one accord. 
Acknowledg’d for his owne faire Pastfircll. 
There leave we them in joj-, and let us tell 
Of Calidore; who, seeking all this while 
That monstrous Beast by final 1 force to qudl. 
Through every place wiUi restlesse paine and 
toile 

H im follow’d by the tract ofhis outragiou s spoile, 

XXIII 

Through all estates he found that he had 
In which he many massacres bad left, [past. 


And to the Clergy now was come at last ; 

In which such spoile, such havocke, and such 
theft 

He wrought, that thence oH goodnessehe bereft, 
That endlcsse were to tell. The Elfin Knight, 
Who now no place liesides unsought bad left, 
At length into a Monastere did light. 

Where he him found despoyling all with maine 
and might. 

XXIV 

Into their cloystcrs now he broken had. 
Through which the Monckes he chaced here 
and there. 

And them pursu’d into their dortours sad. 
And searched all their cels and secrets neare : 
In which what filth and ordure did api>care, 
Were yrkesome to report; yet that foule Beast, 
Nought sparii^; them, the more did tossc and 
teare, 

And ransAcke all their dennes from most to least, 
Bcgarding nought religion, ,iior tlieir hol,v 
hcast. 

, XXV 

From thence into the sacred Church he broke, 
And robd the Chancell, and the deskes downc 
threw. 

And Altars fouled, and blasphemy spoke. 

And th’ Images, for all their goodly hew. 

Did cast to ^und, whilcst none was them to 
rew; 

So all confounded and disordered there : 

But, seqing Calidore, away he flew. 

Knowing his fatnll hand by former feare ; 

But he him fast pursuing soone approched 
neare. 

XXVI 

Him in a narrow plqpe he overtooke, 

And fierce assailing forst him tume againe : 
Stemely he turnd againe, when he him 
strooke 

With his sharpe Steele, and ran at him amaine 
With open mouth, that s^med to containc 
A fi^l good peckc w'ithin the utmost brim. 

All set witli yron teeth in raunges twaine, 
That temlide* his foes, and armed him, 
Appearing like the mouth of Oicus griesly 
grim: 

XXVII 

And therein were a thousand tongs empight 
Of sundry kindes and sundry' quality; 

Some were of dogs, that'bark^ day and 
night; 

And some of cats, thatwrawling still did ciy ; 
And some of Beares, that groynd continually ; 
And some of Tygres, that did seeme to gKn 
And snar at all that ever passed bv * 


» 
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But most of them were tongues of mortall men, j 
Which spake reprochfully, not caring where 
nor when. 

XXVIII 

And them amongst were mingled here and 
there [stings, 

The tongues of Serpents, witli three forked 
That spat out pqyson, and gore-bloudy gcre, 

At all that came within his ravenings ; 

And spake licentious words and hatefull 
Of good and bad alike, of low and hie, [things 
Ne Kesurs spared he a whit, nor Kings'; 

But either blotted them witli infamic, 

Or bit them with his bancfull teeth of injury. 

XXIX 

But Calidore, thereof no whit afrayd, 
Kencountred him with so imfiituous might. 
That th’ outrage of his violence he sta3'd, 

And bet abacke, threatning in vainc to bite. 
And spitting fiyth the poyson of his spight 
That fomed all about his bloody jawes : 

Tho, rearing up his former ftj^cte on hight, 

He rampt upon him with his ravenous pnwes. 
As if he w'oitld have rent him with his cruell 
claw cs : ^ 

XXX 

But he, rijjht well aware, his rage to ward 
Did cast his shield atweenc ; and, therewithall 
Butting his puissaunce forth, pursu’d so hard, 
That backeward he enforced him to fall ; 

And, being downe, ere he new helpc ^ould call. 
His shield he on him threw', and fast downe 
held: 

Like as a bullockc, that in bloudy stall 
Of butchers balefull hand to ground is fcld. 

Is forcibly kept downe, till he be tluoughly 
queld. • 

XXXI 

Full cnielly the Beast did rage and tore 
To be downe held, and maystred with 
might. 

That he gan fret and fomc out bloudy gore 
Striving m vainc to rerc him sclfe upr^ht : 
For still, the more he strove, the more the 
Knight 

Did him supprease, and forcibly subdew', 

That made nim almost mad for fell despight : 
He grind, hce bit, he scratcht, he venini tlirew, 
And fared like a feend right horrible in hew : 

XXXII 

Or like the hell-bome Hydra, which Uicy 
foine 

That great Alcides whilome overthrew', 

After that he had labourd long in vainc 
To crop his thousand heads, the which still new 
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Forth budded, and in greater number grew. 

Such was the fury of this hellish Beast, 

Whitest Oalidoru him under him downe threw; 
Who nathemore his heavy load relcast. 

But aye, the more he rag’d, the more his 
powre increast. 

XXXIII 

Tho, when the Beast saw he mote nought 
availe ^ 

By force, he gan his hundreil fugues apply. 
And sharpely at him to revile an(l raile 
With bitter termes of shameiull infamy ; 

Oft. interlacing many a forged lie. 

Whose like he never once did speake. nor hcare, 
Nor ever thought thing so unworthily : 

Yet did he nought, fur all tlTat, him iorbeare. 
But strained him so streightly that he chokt 
him neurc. 

XXXIV 

At last, when a<« he found his force to shrincke 
And rage to qnailc, he tooke a muzzcl strong 
Of surest yron, made witli many a linckc ; 
Therewith he mureil up his mouth along. 

And therein shut m> his blasphemous tong, 

Fi«r never more deiaiffing gentle Knight, 

Or unto lovely Lady doing wrong; 

And thereunto a great long chainc he tight, 
With which he drew him forth, even in his 
own despight. 

XXXV 

Like os whylome that strong Tirynthian 
sw'uinc [hell. 

Brought forth w'ith him the dreadfull dog of 
Against his will fast bound in yron chaine, 
And, roring horribly, did him compdl 
To see the hatefull sunne, that he might tell 
To griesly Pluto what on earth \./a8 donne. 
And to the other damned ghosts which dw'ell 
For aye in darkenesse, w¥ich day-light doth 
shonne : 

So led this Knight his capty vc with like con. 
quest wonne. 

XXXVI 

Yet greatly did the Beast repine at those 
Straimge bands, whose like till then he never 
Ne ever a^ durst till then impose ; [bore. 
And chauffed inly, seeing now' no more 
Him libertv was left aloud to rore : 

Yet durst he not draw backe, nor once with- 
stand 

The proved powre of noble Calidore, 

But trembled underneath his mighty hand^ 
And like a fearefull dog him followed through 
the land. 
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Him throuf(h all Faery land he follow’d so, 
As if he learned had obedience loiif;:, 

That all the people, where so he did go, 

Out of their townes did round about him 
throng, [stroug ; 

To see him Icade that Beast *in bondage 
And seeing it much wondred at tlic sight : 
And all such persons as be earst did wrong 
Kcjoyced uuick to sec his plight. 

And much iidite/r’d the Beast, but more adnn r'd 
the Kmght. 

XXXVlil 

Thus W'as this Monster, b^' the mtiy string 
might , 

Of doughty Calidore, supprest and tamed, 
That never mom he mote endammadge wight 
With his vile tongue, which many had defamed, 
And many causelcsse caused to be blamed. 

SSo did he ecke lung after this remainc. 

Untill that, (wdicther wicked fate so framed 
Or fault of men,) he broke his yron chtiinc, 
And gut into the world at liberty againe. 

XXX^«k. , 

Thenceforth more mischiefe and more scath 
he wrought 

To mortall men then he had done before ; 

Ke ever could, by any, more be brought 
Into like bauds/uu maystred any more : 


Albe that., long time after Culidurc, 
llie good Sir Pelleas him tooke in hand, 

And alter him Sir Lamoracke of yore. 

And all his brethren home in Britaine land ; 
Yet none of them could ever bring him into 
baud. 

XL 

So now he raiingeth tlirpugh the World 
agniiic. 

And ragelh sore in each degree and slate , 

Nc any is that may him now n*siraino, 

He growcii is so gmat and strong ul late. 
Barking and kiting all that him doe bal e, 
Albe they worthy blame, or clean* of eriiiie : 
Ne sjtareUi he most learned wits to rale, 

No spareth he tlic gentle Poets rime ; 

But rends v ithuut regard of person or of time, 
f 

XLl 

Xc may this homely verse, of many meanest, 
Hope t4> escape his vuncmuus despite. 

More then my lormer writs, all were they 
cleanest ^ 

From blamefull lilot, and free from all that wile 
With w Inch some wicked tongues did it kacke- 
l>it(‘, , 

And bring into a mighty I’cres displeasure. 
That never so deserved to cndite. f measure, 
Thcrclure do you, my nines, keep better 
And sceke to please; that now is counted 
wise mens threosurc. 
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MUTABILITIE: 

WHICH, BOTH FOH FOKMK ANli MATTKK, AFFKAKE TO BE 1‘AUCELL 
F0L1.0W1NG BIMIKE OK 




SOME 


THE FAEEIE QUEENE, 

L’NIiEU 

THif LEGEND OF CONSTANCIE. 


CANTO VI. 

ntmd Chnni^c (not plca«d in mortall tilings 
lionoath the Mtiono to raigue) 

Trctends ns well of Grals 0£ Men 
To^ the Sovenunu. • 


I 

What man that sees the cvcr-whirliiip whede, 
or Change, the which all mortall things doth 
sway, 

But that therby doth find, and plainly feelc, j 
How Mutability in them doth iday 
Her cruell sports to man}' mens decay ? 

^Vhieh that to all may better yet appeare, 

I will Tclicorse that ■w'hvhmie I heard say, 
How die at first her selfe began to reare 
Gainst all the Gods, ffnd th’ empire sought 
from them to beare. 

II 

But first, here falleth fittest to unfoltl 
Her antiipic race and linage ancient, 

As I have found it wgistred of old 
In Faety Land mongst records permanent. 
She ■was, to weet, a ilanghtcr by descent 
Of those old Titans that did iviiylomc strive 
With Satumes sonne for heavens regiment ; 
Whom though high Jove of kingdome did 
deprive, [ • 

Yet many of their steiniiie long after did sur- 

III 

And many of them aftenvards obtain'd 
Great power of Jove, ftad^ high authority : 

As Hecate, in whose almighty hand 
lie plac’t all rule and principalitie, 


To be by her disposed diversly 
Ti> Goils and men, as she them list divide ; 
And drad Bcllona, that doth sound on hie 
Warres and allarums unto Nations wdde, 

That makes both heaven and earth to tremble 
at licr pride. 

IV 

So likewise did this Titanesse aspire 
Kule and dominion to her selfe to gaine ; 

That as a Goddesse men might her admire, 
And heavenly honors yield, as to them twaine: 
And first, on earth she sought it to obtaine ; 
Where shec such proofe and sad examples 
shewed • 

Of her great power, to many ones great paine. 
That not men onely (-whom she soone subdewed) 
But eke all other creatures her bad dooings 
rewed. 

1 

1 For she the face of earthly things so changed. 
That ffll which Nature hail establisht first 
111 good estate, and in meet order ranged, 

She did pervert, and all their statutes burst: 
And all the W'orlds foire frame (wrhich none 
yet durst 

Of Gods or men to alter or misguide) 

She alter’d quite ; imd made tliem all accurst 
That God had blest, and did at first provide 
In that still happy state for ever to abide. 
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Ne Bhee the lawcB of Nature onely brake, 
But eke of Justice, and of Policie; 

And wrong of right, and bad of good did make 
And death for life exchanged foolishlie : 

Since w'hich all living wights have Icarn’d to 
And all this world is w’oxen dailj; worse, [die, 
O pittious w'orke of Mutability, 

By W'hich w'e all are subject to that curse. 
And death, instead of life, have sucked from 
our^'^rse! 

VII 

And now', w'heii all the earth she thus had 
brought 

To her behest, and thralled to her might, 

She gan to cast in her ambitious thought 
T’ attempt the ehipire of the heavens hight, 
And Jove himselfe to shoulder from his riglit. 
And first, she past the region of the ayre 
And of the fire, w'hose substance thin and slight 
Made no resistance, ne could her contrairc, 
But ready passage to her pleasure did prepaire. 

VIII 

Thence to the Circle of the Moone she claml»e. 
Where Cynthia raigncswi Everlasting glory, 
To W'hose bright shining palace straight she 
came, 

All faircly deckt with licavens goodly storie; 
Whose silver gates (liy which there sate an hory 
Old aged Sire, with howcr-glasse in hand, 
Hight 'J'imc.) she entred, w'ere he liefe or sory ; 
Xe staide till she the highest stage had scand, 
Where Cynthia did sit, that never still did 
stand. 


IX 

Her sitting on an Ivor^' throne shoe found, 
Drawnc of two steeds, tfi’ one black, the other 
w'hite, 

Knvirond with tenne thousand starres around 
That duly her atteiAfcd day and night ; 

And by her side there ran her Page, that hight 
Vesper, wiiom we the Evening-starre intend ; 
That with his Torche, still twinkling like 
twylight, [wend, 

Tier lightened all the way where she should 
And joy to weary wandring travailers did lend : 

• 

X 

That when the hardy Titanesse beheld 
The goodly building of her Palace bright. 
Made of the heavens substance, and up-licld 
With thousand CiTstall pillors of liugc hight. 
She gan to btime in her ambitious spright, 
And t’ envie her tl\at in such glory raigned. 
Efkaoones she cast force and tortious might 


Her to displace, and to her sclfc to have gamed 
The kingdome of the Night, and waters^ her 
waincd. 

XI 

Boldl}' she bid the Goddesse dow'ne descend. 
And let her sclfc into that Ivory throne ; 

For she her selfc more worthy thereof wend, 
And better able it to guide alone ; 

Whether to men, whose fall she did bemone, 
Or unto Gods, whose state she did inaligiie, 

Or to th’ inforiinll Powers her need give lone 
Of her fairc light and bounty most benigne, 
Her selfc of all that rule she deemed most 
coudignc. 

MI 

But she, that had to her that soveraiguc seat 
By highest Jove assiguM, therein to bearo 
Nights burning lump, regarded not her threat, 
Ne yielded might for favour or for feare ; 

But w'lth Sterne count'iiauiiee aud di.sdaiufull 
clieari!, , 

Bending her homed brow’P'a, did put her back : 
And, boldly blaming her for eomming there, 
Bade her attonpo fiom heavens coast to pack, 
Or .it her pc*nll bide the wrath! ull Thunders 
w'rack^ 

xin 

Yet nathemore the Giantossc forbare. 

But boldly ])rcacing-ou raiight forth her hand 
To pluck her downe perforce frmn off her 
chaire ; 

And, thev'-w'ith lifting up her golden w'and, 
ITircatncd to strike her if she did witli-stand : 
AVhere-at the starres, w’hich round about her 
blazed, 

And eke the Moones bright wagon still did 
stand. 

All becing w ith so bohf attempt amazed, 

And on her uncouth habit and steme looke 
still gazed. 

• XIV 

Mcan-w'liile the lowrer World, which nothing 
knew 

Of all fnat chaunced heere, was darkned (juite ; 
And eke tlie heavens, and all the heavenly 
crew 

Of happy w'iglit^ now' uupurvaid of light, 

Were much afraid, and wondred at that sight ; 
Fearing least Chaos broken had his cliaine. 
And brought againc on them etcmall night ; 
But cliiefely Mercury, that next doth raigiic, 
Ran forth in haste unto the king of Gods to 
plaine. 

XV 

All ran together with a great out-cr>’ 

To Joves faire palace iixt in heavens hight v 
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And, beafinf? at his gates full earnestly', 

Gan call to him aloud with all their might 
To know what meant that suddaine lackc of! 
light 

The father of the Gods, when this he hoard, 
Was troubled much at their so strange affright. 
Doubting least Tvphon were againe uprear'd. 
Or other his old foes that once him sorely 
fear'd. •“ 

XVI 

Eftsooncs the sonne of Maia forth he sent 
Downe to tlie Circle of the Moonc, to knowc 
The cause of this so strange astonishment. 

And why she did her wonted course furslowc ; 
And if tnat any were on earth below c 
That did with charmes or Magick her molest. 
Him to attache, and dow'nc to hell to tliruwe ; 
But if from heaven it wore, then tc^arrest 
The Autlior, and him bring before his presence 
prest. 

axvii * 

The wingd-foot God so fast his plumes did 
beat, • 

Tliat soone he came >vhere-as the Titanosse 
Was striving with fairo Cynthia for her scat ; 
At whose strange sight and huughtf hardi- 
nesse 

Ho wondred much, and feared her no lessc : 

Yet laying fcare aside to doe his charge. 

At last he bade her (with bold stodfastuesse) 
Ccassc to molest the Muone to walke at large, 
Or come before high Jove her dooings to dis- 
charge. 

XVlIl 

And thcre-with-all he on her shoulder laid 
liis snaky-wreathed Mace, whose aw'full fiou'cr 
Doth makeboth Gods and heUish fiends affraid : 
Wherc-at the Titanesse did stcrnlv lower, 

And stoutly answer’d, that in cvill bower 
He from his Jove such message to her brought, 
To bill her leave faire Cynthia’s silver bower ; 
iSith shec his Jove and him esteemed nought^ 
No more then Cynthia’s selfc; but all theinj 
kingdoms'sought . 

XIX 

’I'lic Heavens Herald staid not to reply. 

Hut iiast away, his doings to relate 
Unto his Lord ; who now, in th’ highest sky, 
Was plareil in his principall Estate, 

Wi^ all the Gods about him congregate : 

To whom when Hermes had his message told, 
It did tlicm all exceedingly amate. 

Save Jove ; who, changing nought his count- 
, 'nance bold, [imfold; 

Did unto them at length these speeches wise 


*■ Harken lo Incc aw^e, ‘yee heavenly 
^*owe»l - - ---- - — - 

Ye may remember since th' Ji^artns cursed seed 
Sought to assailc the heavens ctcriiall towers. 
And to us all e:^ceding fcare did breed, 

Hut, how wo then defeated all tlicir deed, 

Yee all do knowe, and them destroyed quite ; 
Yet not so quite, but that there did succeed 
An ofi-S()ring of their bloud, which duH^lite 
UiKin the fruitfull earth, w'hich doth us yet 
despite. 

XXI 

Of that bud seed is this bold woman bred, 
That now with bold presuinptionaluth aspire 
To thrust faire Phirbc from her silver lied, 

And eke our selves from heavens high Empire, 
If that her might were match to her dcsiic, 
Wherefore it now behoves us to advise 
What wav is best to drive her to retire. 
Whether by opeu force, or counscll wise ; 
Arced, ye somics of God, as best as ye can de- 
A isc.’ 

^ XXW , 

So having said, he cea<^t ; and wdtli his brow 
(Ills black eye-brow, whose doomefull dreaded 
Is Avont to wield the world unto his vow, [beck 
And even the highest PuAvers of heaven to 
cheek) 

Made signe to them in their degrees to speakc, 
Who straight gau cast their counsell grave 
and Avise. [nought did reck 

Mean-Avhile th’ Earths daughter, thogh she 
Of Hermes message, yet gan now advise 
What course w'cre best to take in this hot 
bold emprizc. 

XXIII 

Eftsoones she thus resol A'’d; tltot whil’st the 
(After n;tume of Hermes Embassie) [Gods 
Were troubled, and amongst themselves at 
Before thej' could ncAV counsels rc-albe, [ods. 
To set upon them in that extasie, [ lend. 
And take what fortune, time, and place Avould 
So forth she rose, and through the purest sky 
To JoA'CS high Palace straight cast to ascoiid. 
To prosecute her plot. Go(»d on-set boads 
good cud. 

XXIV 

Slice there arriving boldly in did pass ; 
Where all the Gods she found in couuscH 
close. 

All quite unarm’d, as then their manner was. 
At sight of her they suddaine all arose 
In great amaze, iie Avist what way to chose*. 
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But Jovp, all fearlesse, forc't thuiii to abv ; 

And ill his soveraine throne gan straight dispose 
Tlimselfc, more full of grace und Majestic, 
That mote onchcare his friends, and foes mote 
terrihe. 

XXV f 

That when the haughty Titanesse beheld, 
All were she fraught with pride and impu- 
dence, 

Yet Avdtlt^he sight thereof was almost *queld; 
And, inly quaking, seem’d as reft of sense 
And voyd of siieceli in that ilrad audience, 
Until that Jove hiinsclfe her selfe bespake: 

‘ Speake, thou fraile woman, sjieake with coii- 
lidcnce ; [now make? 

■VVliciice art thou, and what doost tliou liere 
What iiUc errand hast tliou earths inansioii to 
forsake?’ 


Till, having pauz’d awhile, Jove thus be- 
spake : 

Will never mortal! thoughts ccasse to aspire 
In this bold sort to Heaven claime to make. 
And touch cclcstiall seats with earthly mire? 

1 \^ould have thought that bold l*rocrustes 
Or Typhous fall, or proud Ixions painc, [hire, 
O^ great Prometheus tasting of our ire, 

Would have siitfiz’d the rest ft»r to rcstiaine. 
And warn'd all men by their example to ro- 
ll auie. 

XXX 

‘ But now this oAT-scura of that cursed fry 
Dare to renew the like bold eiitenirr/e, 

And chalengc th’ heritage of this our skip ; 
Whom what should hinder, but that we like- 
Hhould handle os the rest of her allies, [wise 
And thunder-drive to hellV’ With that, he 
shook c 

His N ectar-deawed locks, i dth which the skyes 
And all the ivorld beneath lor terror (|Uookp, 
And eft liisi burning Icvin-brond in hand he 
tookc. 

X\XI 

ail The *Goda7 great Earth, Chaos! Bui wficn he h oked on her lovely face, 

, bv the fathers, (be it not divide) rdiild ; 1 n which faire beanies of beauty did appeare 

That could the greatest wrath sooue tunie to 

grace, 

(Such sway doth beauty even in Heaven bcare) 
He staid his hand ; and, having chang’d his 
lie Ihus agaiiie ill milder wise began: [cheare, 
♦But ah! if Gods should strive with flesh 
yfere. 

Then shortly should the progeny of man 
Be rooted out, if Jove should do still what he 
can. 


She, halfc confused with his great com- 
maund, 

Yet gathering spirit of her natures pride. 

Him boldl}' answer’d thus to his demauiid: 

‘ I am a daughter, by^he mothers side. 

Of her that is GrarfH-mother magnilidt 
Of 

But , . 

1 greater am in bloud (whereon 1 build) 

Tlieii all the Gods, though wrongfully from 
heaven exil’d. 


XXVII 

‘ For Titan (as ye all acknowledge must) 
Was Satumes elder brother by birth-right, 
Both sonnes of Uranus ; but by unjust [ .slight. 
And guilefull meanes, through Corybaiites 
The younger thrust the elder from his right : 
Since which thou, Jove, injuriously hast held 
The Heavens rule from Titans* bonnes by 
might,* 

And them to hellish dungeons downe hast fcld. 
Witnesse, ye Heavens, the truth of all that 1 
have teld !’ 

XXVII 1 

Whil’st bhe thus spake, the Gods, that gave 
good earc 

To her bold words, and marked wCll her grace, 
(Bceing of stature tall as any there 
Of all the Gods, and beautiful 1 of face 
As any of the Goddesses in place,) 

Stood all astonied ; like a sort of stccres, 
Mongst whom some beast of strange and for- 
raine race [peeres: 

Unwares is chaunc’t, far stra}ring from his 
8o did their ghastly gaze bewray their hidden 
feares. 


‘ But thcc, faire Titans child, I rather wcene. 
Through some vaine errour, or inducement 
light. 

To .see that mortall eyes have never seonc; 
jOr through ciisample of thy sisters might, 
Bclluiia, whose great gloiy' thou doost spight. 
Since thou hast scene her drcadfull noi\er be- 


lowe, 


[affright) 


Mongst wretched men (dismaide with her 
To handle Crownes, and Kingdoms to bestowe : 
And sure thy worth no lesse then hers doth 
seem to showc. 

XXXIII 

* But wote thou this, thou hardy Titanesse, 
That not the worth of any living wight 
May challenge ought in Heavens intcresse ; 
Much lesse the Title of old Titans Kight : 
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For we by conquest, of our soverainc might. 
And by eternal doome of Fates decree, 

Have wonne the Empire of the Heavens bright; 
Which to our selves we hold, and to wliom 
woe 

Shull worthy dceme partakers of our blissc to 
bee. 

XXXIV ^ 

‘ Then ceassc thy idle ohiinTe, thou fuuli«h 
gerle ; 

And seeke by grace* and guodnessc to oblaiiie 
I’liat ])lace, irora which by lolly Titan fell : 
There to thou maist ]ierhaps, it so thou faine 
Have Jove thy gracious Ijord and Sovcraiiie.* 
So having said, she thus to him replide: 

* Ceassc, Suluriies soniic, to seeke by proflers 
vaiiie 

Of idle ho]ies t’ allure me to thy siift. 

For to betray my Uiglit before 1 have it tride. 

Kw\ 

* Ihit Ihcc, O Jove ! no cqiiull Judge I decine 
Of my desert, or of my dewfull lii^ht ; 

Tljat In t bine owiic behalfe maist par tiallsocme : 
Hut to the highest him, that is behiglU. 

Father of (lods and men by equall might, 

To weet, the God of Nature , 1 appeale.’ 
'J’lu'ro-at Jove wexed tvroth, and in his spright 
Hid inly grudge, yet did it well conceale ; 

And bade Dan Phmbus scribe her Appellation 
scale. 

XXXVI * 

F.ftsoones the time and place appointed w ere. 
Where all, both heavenly Powers and earthly 
wights, 

Bdforc great Natures presence should appcarc, 
Fontridl of their Titles andljc'.t Rights : 

That was, to weet, upon the highest hights 
Of Arlo-hill (^V^lo knowes not Arlo-liill?) 
niat is the highest head (in all mens sights^ 
Of my old father Mole, whom Shepheards 
'quill f skill. 

Kenowmcil hath with hymnes lit for a ruraH 


XXXVII 

And, were it not ill fitting for this file 
To sing of hilles and woods mongst waires and 
Knights, 

I would abate the stemenesae of my stile, 
Moiigst thcM Sterne stounds to mingle soft 
delights ; 

And tell h(»w Arlo, through Diannes s nights, 
(Heeing of old the best and fairest Hill 
That was in all this holy Islands hights) 

Was made the most unpleasant and most ill : 
Meauc-whilt^ O Clio! lend Calliope thy quill. | 


' XXXVlll 

Whylome when Ireland florished in fame 
Of wcaltlis and goodiiesse, far above the rest 
Of all that bearc the British Islands name. 
The gods then us’d (for pleasure and for rest) 
Oil to resort the^to, when seem’d them best , 
But none of all tnere-in more pleasure found 
Then Cynthia, that is soveraineQueeneprufest 
Of woods and forrests which therein abouml, 
iSpnnkktl w ith wholsom waters more t)>y^most 
on ground : ** 

XXMX 

But mongst them all, as fittest lor her game, 
Eyther for chace of beasts w’ith hound or boawe. 
Or fm to shrowde in shade from Pheebus flume. 
Or bathe in fountaiiies that do frelhly Howe 
Or from high hilles or from the dales belowe. 
She chose this Arlo ; where she did resort 
With all her Nymphes euranged on a rowe, 
With whom the woody (lods did oft consort. 
Fur with the N\ m[)hcs the SatjTUs love to play 
I and sport. 

XL 

Amongst the which there was a Nymph that 
Idolanna; daughter of of d h^j^ther M ole, [hight 
And sister unto Mulla luire and bright, 

Unto whose bed false Bregog whylome stole. 
That Shepheard Colin dearcly did condole, [be : 
And made her lucklesse loves wrell knowne to 
But this Molanna, were she not so shole, 

Were no lcs»e faire and beautifull then shce ; 
Yet, as she is, a fayrer flood may no man see. 

XLI 

I For, first, sh c springs out of two marble Hocks, 
On w'hich a grove of Oakes high-mounted 
growes, 

That as a girlond seemea to deck the locks 
Of som faire Bride, brought forth with pom- 
pous show'cs 

Out of her bowre, that manv lli'^ver8 strow'cs: 
So through the Howry Dales she tumblmg 
dow'iie 

Through many wooils and shady coverts Howes, 
(That on each side her silver channellcrow'iie) 
'I'll! to the Plaine she come, w'hose Valleyes 
she doth drowne. 

• XLII 

In her sweet streames Diana used oft 
(After her sweaty chace and toylcsome play) 
To bathe her selfe ; and, after, on the soft 
And downy grasse her dainty limbes to lay 
In covert shade, where none behold her may , 
For much she hated sight of living eye. 
FiHilish god Faunus, though full many a day 
He saw her clad, yet longed foolishly [vity. 
To see her naked mongst her Nymphes iu pri- 
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No way he found to coinpaHse hia dcaire, 

But to corrupt Molanna, this her maid, 

Her to discover for some secret hire : 

So her with flattering words he first assaid ; 
And after, pleasing gifts for ^er f>urvaid, 
Qiiecnc-applcs, and red Cherries irom the tree, 
With which he her allured, and betrayd 
To tell what time he might her Lady see 
WheifV^V^ bathe, tliat he might 

sc'&et bee. 


There-to he 
pleasure 


XI-IV 

pruinist, if 


shoe 


would him 
[better; 


With this small boone, to quit her with _ 
To weet, that where-as shee had out of measure 
Long lov’d the Fanchin, who by nought did 
set her. 

That he would undertake for this to get her 
To be his Love, and of him liked well : 
Besides all w'hich, he vow’d to be her debtor 
Fur many moe good tumes then he would tell, 
The least of vrhich this little pleasure should 
cxcell. 

« 5;lv ^ 

The simple mayd did yield to him anone ; 
And oft him placed where he close might view 
That never any saw, save onely one. 

Who, for his hire to so ibolc-lmrdy dew, 

Was of hia hounds devour’d in Hunters hew. 
Tho, as her manner w'as on sunny day, 

Dian^ with her Nyrophea^about her, drew 
To this sweet spring ; where, dolling her array, 
8hc bath’d her lovely limbes, for Jove a likely 
pray. 

XLVI 

There Faunas saw that pleased much his eye. 
And made hb hart to tickle in his brest, 

That, for great joy of some-what he did spy. 
He could hinf not containe in silent rest ; 

But, breaking forth in laughter, loud profest 
His foolish bought : A foolish Faune indeed. 
That couldst not hold thy selfc so hidden blest, 
But wouldest needs thine owne conceit arced! 
Babblers unworthy been of so divine a meed. 


Nigh all to peeces, that tlioy left him nought; 
And then into the open light they forth him 
brought. 

XLVIIT 

Like ns an huswife, tliat with busic care 
Think^ of her Dairy to make wondrous gairte. 
Finding where-as some wicked beast unware 
'ISmt hn‘nkes into her Dayr’ house, there doth 
(Iraino [paine. 

Her creaming pannes, and frustrate all her 
Hath, in some snare or gin set close behind, 
Kntrapiied him, and caught into her traine ; 
Then thinkes what punishment were best 
assign’d. 

And thousand ileathes deviscth in her venge- 
full mind. 


So did Diana and her maydens all 
Use silly Faunus, now within their baile : 
They mocke and scorne(,hira, and him foulc 
miscall; [taile. 

Some by tke nose him ])luckt, some bv the 
And by his goatish Ix'ard some did him )tnilc: 
Yet he (poore sonic!) with (latience all did 
Ifcare, ; [vaile ; 

For nought against their wiLs might counter- 
Ne ought he stud, wdiat ever he did hcare. 
But, hanging dowiie his head, did like a Monic 
appeare. 

li 

At length, when they had flouted him their 
fill. 

They gan to cast what pcnaunce him to give, 
borne would Lave gdt him ; but that same 
would spill [live; 

The Wood-godsi breed, which must for ever 
Others would through the river him have drive 
And ducked deepe ; but that seem’d pcnauncc 
• light : 

But most agreed, and did this sentence give, 
Him in Dearcs skin to clad; and in that plight 
jn'o hunt him with their hounds, him selfe save 
how hee might. 


XI.VTI • 

The Goddesse, all abashed with that noise, 

In haste forth started from the guilty brooke; 
And, running straight where-as she heard hia 
voice, 

Endos’d the bush about, and there him tooke^ 
Like daired Larke, not daring up to looke 
On^her whose sight before so much he sought. 
Thence forth they drew him by the homes, and 
shookc 


But Cynthia’s selfc, more angry then the rest. 
Thought not enough to punish him in sport. 
And of her shame to make a gamesome jest ; 
But gan examine him in straighter sort, 
Which of her Xymphes, or other dose consort. 
Him thither brought, and her to him betraid? 
He, much affeard, to her confessed short 
That ’twas Molanna which her so bewraid. 
Then all aitoiice their bauds upon Molanna 
. laid. 
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But him (according as thay had decreed) | Nath’lease Diana, full of indifpation, 

With a Deeres-skin they covered, and then I Thenre-forth abandond her delicious brooke. 


chast 

With all their hounds that after him did speed ; 
But he, more speedy, f^om them fled more 
fast 

Then any Deere, so sore him dread aghast. 
They after follow’d all with shrill out-ciy. 


In whose sweet streamc, before that bad oc- 
casion. 

So much delight to bathe her limbes she tooke : 
Ne onel^' her, bu2 also quite forsooke 
All those faire forrests about Arlo hid ; 

And all that Mountainc, which doth over-looke 


Shouting as they the heavens would havelTlie richest champain that may else b^d ; 

brast; [flie^iAnd the faire Shure, in which are fflousaiid 

That all the woods and dales, where he did I Salmons bred. 

Did ring againe, and loud re-eccho to the skic. i 


i Them All. and all that she so dearc did way, 
So they him follow’d till they weatj’ were ; iTheiice-fortli she left; and, partiifg from the 
When, back returning to Molann' ag'aine, I place, 

They, by commaund^ment of Dian^ there ,Thcre-on an heavy haplosse curse did lay ; 
Her whelm’d with stones. Yet Faunus (foriTo weet, that Wolves, where she was wont to 
her fiainc) ! space, 

Of her beloved Fancbin did obtainc, Should harbour’d be and all those Woods deface. 

That her he would receive unto his bed : I And Thieves should rob and spoile that (^inst 

So now her wavt's passe through* a 'pleasant i around : [Chase 

riaine, Since which, those Woods, and all that goodly 

Till with the Fanchin she her selfe do wed, iDoth to this day with \^olvea and Thieves a- 
And (both combin’d) themselves in cae faire • bbund: ^[sinoe have found, 

river spred. ! Which too-too true that lands in-dwellers 


CANTO VII. 


Pealing from Jove to Nature's bar, 
Bold Alteration pleadcs 
Large Evidence : but Nature soone 
Her righteous Ooomc areods. 


I • Of heavenly things : for who, but thou alone 

Ah ! whither doost thou now', thou greater; That art yboriie of heaven |nd heavenly 
Muse, rbring,* Sire, 

Me from these woods and pleasing forrests things doen in heaven so long vgonc, 

And my fraile spirit, (that dooth oft refuse So farre past memory of man that may be 
This too high flight, unfit for her weake wingn knowne? 


Lift up aloft, to tell of heavens King 
(Thy soveraine Sire) his fortunate succcsse 
And* victory in bigger notes to sing 
Which he obtain'd against that Titanessc, 


III 


Now, at the time that was before agreed, 
The ^Is asgcmblcd all on Arlo Hill ; 


possessc i 

II 

Yet, sith I needs must follow th^ behest, 
Do thou my weaker wit with skill inspire, 
Fit for this tume ; and in my feeble brest 
Kindle fresh sparks o^ that immortall fire 
Which leanied minds inflometh with desife 


I As those that all the other world do fill, 

I And rule both sea and land unto their will : 
j Onely th’ infcmall Powers might not appeare ; 
As wMill for horror of their count’naunce ill. 

As for th* unruly fiends which they did 
feare; 

Yet Pluto and Proserpina were present 
I tlicre. 
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IV 

And thither also came all other creatures, 
What-ever life or motion do retaine, 
According to their sundry kinds of features, 
That Arlo scarsly could them all containe, 

So full the3' filled every hill and Plaine ; 

And had not Natures Sergeafit (that is Order) 
Them well disposed by his busic paine. 

And rannged farre abmad in every Ix^rder, 
They V^ild have caused much confu!>jon and 
dlfeirder. 

V 

Tlien forth issowed (great goddesse) great 
dame Nature 

With goodlv port and gracious Majesty, 

Ilcing far gAater and more tall of stature 
Then anj’ of the gods or Powers on hie : 

Yet eertes Isy lier face and physnomj’, 
Whether she man or woman mh' were, 

That could not any cretdure well descry ; 

For with a voile, that winiphid every where. 
Her head and face was hid that mote to none 
ap])oare. 

VI 


Most dainty trees, that, shooting up anon, 

Did seeme to bow their bloosming heads full 
lowe 

For homage unto her, and like a throne did 
showe. 

IX 

So hard it is for any living wight * 

All her array and vestiments to tell. 

That old Dan (ieffrey (in vrhose gcnt]e spright, 
The pure well head of Poesie did dwell) 

In his Faulem parley durst not with it mel, 

Put it transferd to Alane, who he thought 
Had in his Plaint of kinde describ’d it well : 
Wliich who udll read set forth so os it ought, 
Go seek he out that Alane where he may 
sought. 

X 

And all tl 0 earth far undemeath her feete 
Was dight with flowers that voluntary grew 
Out of the ground, and sent forth odours sweet ; 
Tenne thousand mores of f(undry sent and hew, 
Thatmight delightthe smell, or ])lease the view, 
The which the Nymphes from all the brooks 
rhereby 


' That, some do sa\'. i^as so by skill devized. 
To hide the terror *?lf her uncouth hew* 

From mortall ej’es that slionld bo sore agrized ; 
For that her face did like a laon shew, 

Tliat eve of wight could not indurc to ^^ew : 
But others tell that it so beaiitious was, 

Ami round about such beames of splendor 
threw, 

That it the Sunne a thousand times did pas!^ 
Ne could be secne but like an image in a glass. 

V?: 

Tliat well may seemen true; for vrell I 
weene, 

That this same day irhcn she on Arlo sat. 

Her garment^ was so bright and wondrous 
sheene. 

That my fraile wit cannot devize to what 
It to compare, nor flndc like, stufle to that: 

As those three sacred Saints, though else most 
wise. 

Yet on mount Tliabor quite their wits forga^ 
When they their glorious Lord in strange dis- 
guise c [their eyes. 

Transfigur’d saw’c ; his garments so did daze 

VIII 


Had gathered, thiw at her foot-stoole threw ; 
That riqhcr seem'd then any^ tapestiy. 

That Princes bowres adome with painted 
imagcrJ^ 

XI 

And Mole himselfe, to honour lier the more. 
Did deck himselfe in freshest faire attire ; 

And liis high head, that seemeth alwayeshore 
Witli hardned fmsts of former winters ire, 

He with an Oaken girlond now did tire. 

As if the love of some new Nvmph, late scene, 
Had in him kindled youthfiill fresh desire. 
And made him(iljangcliisgrn\wittiretogreene: 
Ah, geuitle Mole y such joj'ance liath thee well 
lieseene. 

XII 

Was never so great joyanee since the daj’ 
That all the gods whylome assembled were 
On Ihemiis hill in their divine arraj', 

Vo celebrate the solemne bridall ch'eare 
Twixt Peleus and Dame Thetis pointed there; 
Where Pheebus selfe, that god of Poets bight, 
Thej’^ sav, did sing the spousall liA'mne full 
cleere. 

That all the gods were ravisht with delight 
Of his adestiull song, and Musicks wondrous 
might. 


In a fayre Plaine upon an equall Hill 
She pla^ was in a fiavilion ; 

Not such as Crafles-men by their idle skill 
Arp wont for Princes states to fashion ; 

But th’ Kaith hersclfc, of her owne motion. 
Out of hei fruitfull bosome made to gruwo 


XIII 

This great Grandmother of all creatures bred, 
GivAt Nature, ever young, yet full of eld ; 
Still mooving, yet unmoved from her sted; 
Unseenc of any, yet of all beheld ; 
Thufrsitting in her throne, as 1 have teld, 
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Before lier came dame Mutability ; 

And, bein^ lowe before her presence fold 
With meek obaysance and humilitie, 

Thus gan her plaintif Plea with wonls to 
amplifie : 

XIV 

‘ To thee, O greatest (loddesse, onely great ! 
An humble suppliant loe ! 1 lowely fl}', 

Seeking for Kight, which 1 of thee entreat, * 
Who Bight to all dost deale indiffenmtly. 
Damning all Wrong and tortious Injuric, 
Which any of thy creatures do to other 
(Oppressing them with power unequal^,) 

Sith of them all thou art the e<piall mother. 
And knittest each to each, as brother unto 
brother. 

XV 

*To thee therefore of this same Jwe I plaine. 
And of his fellow gods that faine to he. 

That challenge to themselves the whole worlds 
raign, ^ 

Of which the greatest part is due to me. 

And heaven it selfe by heritage iji Fee : 

For heaven and eartjT I both alike do deeme, 
Sith heaven and earth are both alike to thee. 
And gods no more then men thou docs^esteeme; 
For even the gods to thee, as men to gods, do 
seeme. 

XVI 

‘Then weigh, O soveraigne goddease! by 
what right ( rainty, 

These gods do clnime the worlds whole^wive- 
And that is onely dew unto thy might 
Arrogate to themselves amhitmusly : 

As for the gods owne principality, 

Which .love usurpes unjustly, that to Ik* 

My heritage .love’s selfe cannot <ienie, 

From my great Orandsire TitJin unto mee 
Deriv’d by dew descent ; as is well knowen to 
thee. 

XVII • 
‘Yet inaugcr .love, and .'Ul his gods licside, 

I do possesse the worlds most regiment ; ^ 

As if ye please it into parts «livide, 

And every pturts inholders to convent. 

Shall to vour eves appeare incontinent. 

And, first, the lilarth (great mother of us all) 
That only seeraes unmov’d and permanent. 
And unto Mntabilitie not thrall, [ rail : 

Yet is she chang’d in part, and eeke in gene- 


‘ For all that from her springs, and is ybreddc, 
Ilow-ever faire it flourish for a tim«v 
Yet see we soone decay ; and, being dead, 

To tume agaiiie unto their eartlily slime : 


I Yet, out of their decay and mortall crime, 

W'e daily see new creatures to arize. 

And of their Winter spring another Prime, 
Unlike in forme, and chang’d by strange dis- 
guise : [ lesse wise. 

So tunic they still about, and change in rest- 


‘ As for her tenants, that is, man and beasts. 
The beasts we daily see massacred dy 
As thralls and vassals unto mens bc'.^sts ; 
And men themselves do change continually. 
From youth to eld, from wealth to poverty. 
From good to bad, from bad to worst of all ; 
Ne doe their bodies only flit and fly. 

But eeke their minds (which they immortall 
call) fsions fall. 

Still change and vary thoughts, as new ocea- 


‘ Xe is the water in more constant ease, 
Whether those same on high, or these helowe; 
For th’ Ocean moveth still from place to 
])lace. 

And every Ki^-er still doth eldx* and flowe ; 

Ne anv llake, th.at soci.is ^ost still and slowe, 
Ne Poble so small, that can his snioothnessc 
holde 

When any winde doth under heaven blowc ; 
With which the clouds are also tost and roll’d, 
Now like great Hills, and straight like sluces 
them unfold. 


‘ So likewise are all w'atrj’^ living vrights 
Still tost and turned with continuall change, 
Never abiding in their stedfast plights ; 

The fish, still fluting, doe at random range. 
And never rest, but evermore exchange 
Tlu'ir dwelling places, as the streames them 
carrie : 

Ne have the watry fonles a ceftaine grange 
Wherein to rest, ne in one stead do taivy ; 

But flitting still doe flic, and still their places 
vary. 


‘ Next is the Ayrc ; which who fcelcs not by 
sense 

(For of all^sense it is the middle meane) 

'To flit still, and with subtill influence 
Of his thin spirit all creatures to maintaine 
In state of life ? O weakc life ! that does 
On thing so tickle as th’ unsteady ayre, [leane 
Wliich every howrc is chang’d and altred 
cleane 

With eveiy blast that bloweth, fowle or faire: 
The faire doth it prolong ; the fowle doth it 
I impaire. 
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XXIII 

* Therein the changes infinite beholde, 

Which to her creatures eveij’ minute chaunce; 
Now bovling hot, streight fnezing deadly cold; 
Now faire sun-shinc, that makes all skip and 
daunce ; [tenance 

Streight bitter stormes, anct^balofull coun- 
That makes them all to shiver and to shake : 
Kaync, hailc, and snowe do pay them sad 
|Mance, Fquake) 

And dreahfull thiinder-claps (that make them 
With flames and flashing lights that thousand 
changes make. 

XXIV 

‘ Last is thAffire ; which, though it live for 
Necanbe quenched quite, yet every day [ever, 
We see his parts, so soone os they do sever. 

To lose tlieir heat and shortly to decay ; 

So makes himself his owne consuming pray : 
Ne any living creatures doth he breed, 

But all that are of others bredd doth slay ; 
And with their death his cruell life dfioth feed ; 
Nought leaving but their barren ashes without 
seede. 

^xv « 

‘Thus all these fower (the which the ground- 
work bee 

Of all the world and of all living wights) 

To thousand sorts of Change we subject see : 
Yet are they chang'd (by other wondrous 
slights) 

Into themselves, and lose their native mights 
The Fire to Ayre, and th’ Ayre to Water 
sheere, 

And Water into Earth; yet Water fights 
With Fire, and Ayre with Earth, approaching 
neere : 

Yet all are in one body, and as one appeare, 


‘ So in them all raignes Mutabilitie ; 
llow-cvcr these, that Gods themselves do call, 
Of them do claime the rule and soverainty ; 

As Vgs% of the fire aethereall ; 

Vulcan, of this with us so usuall ; 

Ops, of the earth ; and Juno, of the ayre; 
Neptune, of seas; and Nymplics, oMiivers all: 
For all those Rivers tf) me subject are. 

And all the rest, which they usurp, be all iny 
share. 

XXVII 

‘Which to approven true, as I have told. 
Vouchsafe, O (Odense ! to thy presence 
The rest which doe the world in being hold; 
As times and seasons of the yeare that fall : | 


Of all the which demand in general!, 

Or judge thyselfe, by verdit of thine eye, 
Whether to me they are not subject all.* 
Nature did 3'eeld th'ereto ; and bv-and-by 
Bade Order* call them all before lier Majesty. 


xxviii » 

So forth issew’d the Seasons of the yeare. 
Fiifst, lusty Spring, all dight in leaves of 
flowres [beare. 

That freshly budded and new bloosmes did 
(In which a thousand birds had built their 
bowres 

That sweetly sung to call forth Paramours) 
And m his hand a javelin he did beare. 

And on his head (as fit for warlike stoures) 

A guilt engraven morion he did wcare ; 

That as son^ did him love, so others did him 
fcarc. 


Then came the jolly Sommer, being dight 
In a tiiin silken cassock coloured grocnc, 

Tl^it was unlyned all, to be more light ; 

And on his head a mrlond well beseene 
Hew'ore, from which, as he had chauffed been, 
The swear* did drop; and in his hand he bore 
A boawe and shaftes. as he in forrest greene 
Had hunted late the Libbard or the Bore, 

And now would bathe his limbes with labor 
heated sore. 

XXX 

Thdii came the Autumne all in yellow clad, 
As though ho joyed in his plentious store. 
Laden with fruits that made him laugh, full 
glad 

That he had banisht hunger, which to-fore 
Had by the belly qft him pinched sore : 

Upon his head a wreath, that was enrold 
With ears of come of every sort, he bore; 

Ami. in his hand a sickle he did holdc. 

To reape the ripened fruits the which the 
earth had yold. 
c 

XXXI 

Lastly, came Winter cloathed all in frize, 
Chattering his teeth for cold that did him 
chill ; [freose, 

jWhirst on his hoary beard his breath did 
iAnd the dull dnips, that from his purpled 
bill 

As from a limbeck did adown distill. 

In his right hand a tipped stafie he held, 
With which his feeble steps he stayed still; 
For he waa faint with cold, and weak with eld, 
That scrt| g| his loosed limbes he bable was to 
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XXXll 

These, marching softly, thus in order went : 
And after them the Monthes all riding came. 
First, sturdy March, with brows full sternly 
And armed strongly, rode upon a linm, [bent 
The same whicli over Hellespontua swam ; 

Yet in his hand a spade he also hent. 

And in a bag all sorts of seeds ysame, 

Which on the earth he strowed as he went, 
And (ild her wombe with fruitfiill hope of 
nourishment. 

xxxiii j 

Next came fresh Aprill, full oflnstyhed, I 

And wanton as a Kid whose home new buds: 
Upon a Bull he rode, the same which led I 
Knropa floting through th* Argolick tluds: 
llis homes were ^ildeii all with j^oldeii studs, 
And garnished with garlonds goodly (light 
Of all the fairest tluwres and freshest buds 
Which ih’ earth brings forth; and wet he 
seem'd in sf^ht [loves dt'light. 

With waves, through which he waded for hi> 

XXXIV 

Then came faire May, the fayrost mayd on 
ground, • 

Deckt all witli dainties of her seasons pryde, 
And throwing llow'res out of her lap around : 
Upon tw'o brethmns shoulders she did ride, 
The twinnes of Leda ; which on eyther side 
Supported her like to their .soveraigne (jucene : 
Lord ! how all creatures laught when Inr they 
h,)ide 

And leapt and daunc’t as they had ravisht beene! 
Aiui Cupid selfe about her duttred all in 
greeiie. 

XXXV 

And after her came jolly June, arrayd 
All in greene leaves, as he a Player were ; 

Yet in his time he wrought as w’ell ns pliyyd. 
That hy his plough-ytons mote right well 
appeare. 

Upon a Crab he rode, that him did bearc , 
With crooked crawling steps an uncouth pase, 
And backward yodc, as Baigeinen wont to 
fare 

Bending their force contrary to their face ; 
Like that ungracious crew which faines demu- 
rest grace. 

XXXVI 


Bchinde his back a sithe, and by his side 
Under his belt he bore a sickle circling wide. 

xxxvri 

llie sixt w'as August, licing rich arrayd 
In garment all of gold downe to the ground ; 
Yet rode he ndt. but led a lovely Mayd 
Forth by the lilly hand, the which was croiind 
With eares of come, and full her hand w'as 
. found : ^ 

That was tlie righteous Virgin, wJhcli of old 
Liv’d here on earth, and plenty made abound ; 
But after W'rong was lov'd, and Justice soldo, 
She left th’ unrighteous world, and was to 
heaven extold. 

XXX VIII ^ 

Next him September marched, eeke on footc, 
Yet w^as he heavy laden with the spoyle 
01 harvests riches, which he made his boot. 
And him enricht w'lth bounty of the soyle: 

In his one hand, as lit fur harvests toyle, 
lie held a knife-hook ; and in th* other hand 
.\ paire of w’aights, with which he did assoyle 
Both more and lessc, w'hore it in doubt did 
stand, , 

And Squall gave to each as Justice duly scann'd. 
XXXIX 

Then came October full of merry glee ; 

For yet his noule was totty of the must, 
W'hich he was treading in' the wine-fats see, 
And of the Joyous oyle, w'hose gentle gust 
Made him so (rollick and so full of lust: 

Ujicn a drendfull Scorpion he did ride, 

The same which by Dianaes doom unjust 
Slew great Orion ; and eeke by his side [tyde. 
lie had his ploughing-share and coulter ready 

XL 

Next was November ; he full grosse and fat 
As fed with lard, and that light well might 
sceme ; 

For he had been a fatting hogs of late, [steem, 
That yet his browes with sweat did reek ami 
And yet the season was full sharp and breem : 
In planting eeke he took no smidl delight. 
Whereon he rode not easie was to deenic ; 

For it a drcadfnll Centaure was in sight. 

The seed^f Satume and faire Nais, Chiron 
hight. 


Then came hot July boyling like to lire, 
That all his garments he ha(l cast aw'ay. 
Upon a Lyon raging yet with ire 
He boldlv rode, and made him to ojbay : 

It was tho beast that whylome di^lirray 
The Nemiuan forrest, till th^ Amf^trionide 
HW Blew, and with his bide did hfm array. 


And after him came next the chill December : 
Yet he, through merry feasting w'hich he iiiaile 
And great bonfires, did not the cold remember; 
llis Saviour’s birth his mind so much did glad. 
ITpoii a shaggy-bearded Goat he rode. 

The same wherewith Dan Jove in tender yeoies. 
They say, was nourisht by th’ Idaean mayd; 



434 


THE FAERIE QUEENE. 


And in his hand abroad deepe boawle he boares, Yet is he nought but parting of the breath ; 
Of which he freely drinks an health to all his Ne ought to sec, but like a shade to weene, 


Unbodied, unsouVd, unheard, uiiseene : 

Rut Life was like a faire young lusty boy, 

Then came old Januarv, wrapped well Such as they fnine Dan Cupid to have beene, 
Tn many weeds to keep the cold away ; delightfull health and lively joy, 

Yet did he quake and (luiver, like to quell, I>eckt all with flowres, and wings of gold 
And blowe his nay les to warine them i f he may ; h) employ. 

For they wore numbd with holding all the day XLVii 

An liat^* kecne, with which he fellcd«vood When these were past, thus gan the Tita- 

And from the trees did lop the needlesse spray : nesse : 

Upon an huge great Earth-pot steanc he stood, ‘Lo! mighty mother, now be judge, and say 
From whose wide mouth there Howed forth the Whether m all thy creatures more or lease 


Komane Flood. 


Cii VNiiK doth nut raign and bear the greatest 


V ^ , For who sees not that Time on all doth pray? 

And lastly came cold February, sitting jjut Times do change and move continually ; 
In an old wagon, for he could not ride, nothing ^ere long standeth in one stay : 

Drawiie of two fishes, for the season fitting, Wherefore this lower world who can deny 
Which through the ilood before diil softly slyde to be subject still to Mutability 'i ’ 

And swim away : yet had he by his side 

llis plough and harnesse lit to till the ground, XLvni * 

The„.h„»g«..lovo: -Kighfr... it i,. ,h.t 

S. jUve Ifcnf,., fort.., , Mr. lew SuWrilJ 

places found. 

Of being: Hut who is it (to me tell) fpell 
And after these there came the Day and That 'Fimc himsclfe doth move, and still com- 
Night, Tokeepehiscour.se? Is not that namely wee 

Riding together both with ecpiall pase, i Which jHiure that vertue from our heavenly cell 

Th’ one on a Palfrey blacke, the other white ; Thatginves them all, and makes them changed 
Hut Night had covered her uncomely face j be ? 

With a blacke vcile, and held in hand a marc, So them wc goils do rule, and in them also 
On toi » w'hercof tlio moon and .stars were pight ; j thee. 

And sleep ami darkne>.se round about ditl xi.ix 

trace: To whom thus Mutabilitv : ‘ The things, 

But Day did beare upon his scepters liight Whicli wc see not How they are mov’d and 
The g.HMlly Sun encoroi)a.st all iiith liearaes swayil 

bright. ^ Ye may attribute to your selves .as Kings, 

AntPsay, they by ^’our secret powre are made: 
Then came thellowTes, faire daughters of high But what we see not, who shall u.s |)erswade? 
Jove Hut were they so, as ye them faine to be, 

And timely Night; the which were all endewial Mflv’d by your might and ordered by your 
With wondrous lieauty fit to kindle love ; Yet whut ifl can prove, that even vims \ ayde. 
But they avere virgins all, and love eschewed Your .selves are likewise chang’d, and subject 
That might fbrslack the charge to them fore- unto race? 

.shewed • l 

By mighty Jove ; who did them porters make < And first, concerning her that is the first, 

Bf heavens gate (whence all the grsls issuwl) Even yon, faire Cynthia; wlioni so much ye 
Which they did daily watch, and niglitly wake make 

By even tumes, ne ever did their charge for- joves dearest darling, she was bred and nurst 

On Cyntluis hill, whence .she her name did 
XI. VI take; 

And after all came Life, and li’stly Death ; Then is she mortal! borne, how-so ye crake: 
Death with most grim and gric.sly vi.sage Besides, her face and countenance every day 
seene, We changed see and sundry formes partake. 
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Now hurnd, now round, now bright, now browue 
and gray ; 

So that ‘ as changefull as the Moone ’ men use 
to say. 

i.i 

‘Next Mercury; who though he lesseappcarc 
To change his licw, and alwayes seeme as one, 
Yet lie his course doth alter every yeare, 

And is of late far out of order gone. • 

So Venus eeke, that goodly Turagonc, 

Though fiiire all night, yetis she ilarke all day: 
And Pha*bns .selfe, who lightsome is alone, * 
Yet is he oft eclipsed by the way, 

And nils the darkned ‘world with terror and 
ilismny. 

LII 

‘ Now Mars, that valiant man, is changed 
most; « 

For he sometimes so far runnes out of square, 
That he his way doth seem quite to have lost, 
And cleune withojtt his usuall sphecre lo fare ; 
That even these Star-ga/ers stonisht arc 
At sight thereof, and daiiine tlie^ b'ing bookes: 
So likewise grim Sir Saturne oft doth spare 
tils Sterne aspect, and calmehis crabbed lookes. 
So many turiiiiig cranks these hav 4 i, so many 
crookes. 

i.iii 

‘ But you, Dan Jove, that only constant are. 
And King of all the rest, as ye doc dame, 

Are you not subject ceke to this misfare? 
Then, let me aske you this withouten tyamc; 
Where were ye borne ? Some say in Crete by 
name,' 

tlfliers in Thebes, and others othcr-where; 
But, wheresoever they comment the same, 
'riiey all consent tliat ye begotten were 
And borne here in this ^orld ; lie other can 
appearc. 

LIV 

J 'J’hen arc ye mortall borne, and thrall rt>me 
IJiilesHC the'kingdome of the sky yec make 
Imraortall and unchangeable to' be: 

Besides, that fjower and vertue which ye spafte, 
'J'hat ye hero w'orke, doth many changes take, 
And your ow'ne natures change; for each of 
you, 

Tliat vertue have or this or that to make. 

Is eheckt and changed from his nature trew 
By others opposition or obliquid view. 


* Besides, the sundry motions of your Sphenres, 
So sundry wayes and fashions as clerkos faine, 
Some ill short space, and some in longer 
yearcf-. 

What IS (he same but alteration plaine? 
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Onely the starry skie doth still remainc : 

Yet do the Starres and Signes therein still 
move. 

And even itselfe i^ mov'd, as wir.ards .saine * 
But all that nioveth doth mutation love; 
Therefore both you and them to me 1 subject 
prove. • 

I LVI 

■ ‘ Then, since within thi.s wide great Universe 
Notliing doth firme and permanent ^peare, 
But all tilings tost and turned by^ransver^e, 
What then should let, but 1 aloft should r(‘are 
My Trophee, and from all the triumph beure ? 
Now judge then, (O thou greatest goddesse 
I trew) 

According as thy selfc doest sc# and heare. 
And unto me addoom that is my dew ; 
jThat IS, the lule of all, all being' rul'd by you.’ 


I So having eiuh'd, silence long ensewed ; 

Ne Nature to or fro spake for a space, 

But with drme eyes affixt the ground still 
viewed. 

Meane-while all creatures, looking in her face, 
Expecting th’ end of tliA so doubtfiill case. 
Did hang in long suspence what would ensew, 
To whether side should fall the soveraine 
place : 

At length she, looking up with chearefull vimv, 
The silence brake, and gave her doome in 
speeches few. 

lATII 

‘ 1 Avell consider all that ye have said, 

And find that all things stedfastne.sBe do hate 
And changed be ; yet, being rightly wayd, 
They are not changed from their first estate ; 
But by their change their being do dilate. 

And turning to themselves at length againe. 
Do worke their oAvne perfection so by fate: 
Then over them Change doth not rule and 
raigne. 

But they raigne over Change, and do their 
states maintaine. 

LIX 

‘Cease therefore, daughter, further to aspire. 
And thee content thus to be rul'd by mee. 

For thy decay thou seekst by thy desire ; 

But time shall come that all shall' changed bee, 
And from thenceforth none no more change 
shal see.’ 

So was the Titanesse put downe and wdiist. 
And Jove confirm’d in his impuriall see. 

Then was that whole assembly quite dismist. 
And Naliir’s selfe did vanish, whither no matt 
wist. 

Vv2 
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THE VIII. CANTO, Uni ebfite. 

I r I II t 

When! bpthinke me on that speech why-| Then gin Ithinke on that which Nature say d, 
Of Mutabilitie, and well it way ! [Icare Of that some time when no more Change shall 

Me seem^^ that though slie all unworth}^were , be, 

Of the H^V'ns Kulc ; yet, very sooth to say, j But stedfast rest of all things, firmely stayd 
In all things else she bcares the greatest sway: Upon the pillours of Etemitv, 

Which makes me loath this state of life so That is contrayrto Mutabilitie; 

tickle, I For all that moveth doth in Change delight : 

And love of things so vaine to cast away : | But thence-forth all shall rest eternally 

Whose ilowring pride, so fading and so* fickle, With Him that is the God of Sabooth'hight : 
Short Time shall siHin cut down with his con- O! that great Sabaoth God, grant me that 
Burning sickle. Sabaoths sight 




MISCELLANEOUS POEMS, 




THE 

SHEPHEARDES CALENDER; 

'CONTEYNING TWELVE iEGLOGUES, 

■ 

PROPORTJON.ABLE « , 

TO THE TWELVE MONETHES. 


>• ENTITLED 

To the noble and vertuous Gentleman, most worthy of 
alldtitles both of learning and chevalrie, 


MAISTEK •PHILIP SIDNEY. 



TO HIS HOOKE. 


Goe, little booke ! thy scifr presentt 
As child whose parent fk Hnkeut^ 

To him that is the president 
Of Nohlesse and of cherahee . 

And if that Knvie harhe at thee, ' 

As sure it mil, for snernu/r fee 
Under the shadow of his winy; 

And asked who thee forth did hring, 

A shepheards swaine, snye, did thee siny 
All as his straying fockc hefedde: 

And, when his honor has thee ledde. 
Crave pardon for my hardyhedde. 

But, if that any ashe thy name. 

Say, thou wert hase-hegot with hhime; 
For-thy thereof thou takest shame. 

And, when thou art past jeopurdee. 
Come tell me what was sayd of mee, i 
And 1 will send more after thee. 


1mmebit6. 



ro THPi MOST BKCELLBNT AND LEAHNED. 


MOTH OliATOU A»I> I’OKTIO, 

MAY8TER GABRIELL HARVEY. 

/ 

HIH VEIUE SPECIAL AND 8INGUI.\n lidon I'HI-AO K. K. COMMT-NnKTH THE c;00D LYKING OF THIS 
ms LABOini.4AND THE PATltUNAGK Ob' 'J HE NEW IHIKTK. 


UKCovTHh^ unldsle^ sayde the old famous 
Pttetv Chaucer: whom for hi» exrellencic and 
wnmicrfull »kU ht making^* Iuh srholicr 
JLidffate, a worthy scholler of so excellent a 
mautei, calleth the Loadestnny of our 
Lauyuaye ; and whom our ColhP Clout in 
Ins JFJglogue calleth Tityrus the God of 
shej}heards, comparing hym to the worthines 
vf the ^man Tityrus^ Virgile, Which 
jtroverbe, myne owne good friend Ma. Uarveyy 
as tn that good old Poete it served well 
Pftndares purjmse for the bolstering his 
Ixiudy b, ocage, so very well taketh place in this 
our new Poete, who for that he is uncovthe 
(as said Chaucer) is unkist, and unknown to 
most men, is regarded bid of few. But I 
dout not, so soone as his name shall come 
into the knowledge of meiT, and his worthines 
he sounded in the tromp of fame, bid that he 
shall be not onely kistc, but also beloved of all, 
embraced of the most, and wondred at of the i 
best. No lesse, I thinke, deserveth his witti- j 
nesse in devising, his pithiuessc in uttering, his ' 
complaints of love so lovely, his discourseshf \ 
pleasure so pleasantly, his pastoral rudenvsse, ' 
his morall wisenessc, his dewe observing of 
Decorum everye where, in personages, in ; 
seasons, in VMtter, in speach ; and generally, | 
in al seemeiy simplycitie of handeling his j 
matter, and framing his words: the which ^ 
of many thinges which in him he straunge, J j 
know will seeme the straungest, the words them ' 
selves being so auncient, the knitting of them ' 
so short and intricate, and the while Periods i 
and cennpasse of speache so delightsome for the ^ 
roundnesse, and so grave for the straungenesse. j 
And Jirate of Uve wordes to speake, 1 grannt 


I they Im’ something hard, and of most men un~ 

! used, yet both English, and also used of most 
' excellent Authors, and most famous Poetes. 

[ In whom, whenas this our Poet hath bene 
I lllllc(^ truveilcd and tkn^ighly redd, how could 
it be, (as that worthy Oratour sayde) hut that 
walking in the sonne, although for other cause 
he walked, yet needes he moug)it he sunburnt; 
and, having the sound of those auncient Poetes 
still ringing in his eaves, he mought needes, in 
singing, hit out some of theyr tunes. But 
whether he useth them by such casnaltye and 
custome, or of set purpose and choyse, as 
thinking them fittest for such rusticall rude- 
ncsse of shepheards, eyther for that theyr 
rough sounde would make his ryiiies mol's 
ragged and rustical, or els because such olde 
and obsolete wordes are most used o f country 
fidke, sure I think, and think l' think not 
amisse, that they bring grea^ grace, and, as 
one would say, auctoritie to the verse. For 
albe, amongst many other faiiltes, it sjwnally 
be objected of Valla against JLivie, and of 
other against Saluste, that with over much 
itudie. they affect antiguitie, as coveting thereby 
credence aim honor of elder yeeres, yet 1 am 
of opinion, and eke the best learned are of the 
fyke, thai those auncient solemne wordes are a 
great ornament, both in the one, and in the 
other ; the one labouring to set forth in hys 
worke an etemall image of antiquitie, and the 
other carefully discoursing mutters o fgravitie 
and intporiaunce. For, if my memory faile 
not, Tullie, in that booke wherein he ende- 
voureth to set forth the pateme of a perfect 
Oratour, sayth that ofttimes an auncient words 
maketh the style seeme grave, and as it were 
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reverend^ no otherwise then we honour and 
reverence gray hearts^ for a certein retigious 
regard^ which we have of old age. Yet nether 
every where must old words be stuffed in, nor 
the common Diakcte and maner of speaking 
so corrupted tlwrhy, that^ as in old huildtngs^ 
it seme disorderly and ruinouf. But all as 
in most exquisite pictures they use to blaze 
and portraict not only the daintie lineaments 
ofbeautyp, but also rounde about it to shadows 
the rude^i. kets and craggy clifts, that, ffy the 
basenesse of such parts, nwre excellency may 
accrew to the principal!; for of times we fynde 
our selves, 1 knowe not how, singularly de- 
lighted with the shelve of such naturall rude- 
nesse, and take freat pleasure in that disorderly 
order. Even so doe those rough and harsh 
termes enlumine, and make more clearly to 
appeare, the brightnesse of brave and glorious 
words. So oftentimes a dischorde in Musick 
nuiketh a comely concorduunce : so great delight 
tooke the worthy Poete Alceus to behold a 
blemish tn thejoynt of a wel shaped body. But. 
if any will rashly blame such his purpose in 
choyse of old andwiwonted words, him may 1 
more justly blame ^nd condeinne, or^ of 
witlesse hcadincsse in judging, or ofheediuesse 
hardinesse in condemning ; for, not marking 
the comjHXSse of hys bent, he wil judge of the 
length of his cast . for in my opinion it is one 
special prayse of many, whych are dew to this 
Poete, that he hath laboured to restore, as to 
theyr rightful! heritage, such good and j 
naturall English words, as hare ben long 
nine out of use, and almost cleaiie disherited. 
Which IS the onely cause, that our Mothei 
tonge, which truely of it self is both ful enough 
for pro.ie, and stately enough foi rersc, hath 
long time hen counted most luire and barrein 
of both. Which default whenas some en- 
tievoureil to salve and recure, they patcheel 
up the .holes wim peces and rags of other 
languages, borrowing here of the French,thrre 
of the Italian, every where of the Latine ; 
not weighing how il those tongues accords 
with themselves, hut much worse with ours: 
So now they have made our English tongue 
a gaUimaufray, or hodgepodge of al other 
speches. Other some, not so wel seene in the 
English tonge as jterhaps in other languages, 
if they happen to here an olde word, albeit 
very naturalland significant, crye out streight- 
way, that we speak no English, but gHArish, 
or rather such as in old time Evanders 
mother spake • whose first shame is, that they 
are vot ashamed, in their own mother tonge, 
to be counted straungers and alienes. The 
second shame no lesse then the first, that 


what so they understand not, they streight 
way deemc tn he senselesse, and not at al to be 
understode. Much like to the Mole in AEsojies 
fable, that, being blynd her selfe, would tn no 
wise be perswaded that any beast could see. 
The last, more shameful then both, that of 
their owne country and natural speach,which^ 
together with their Nonrees milk they sucked, 
thephave so base regard and bastard judge- 
ment, that they will not onely themselves not 
laluir to garnish and beaut ifie it, but also repim, 
that of other it shold be embellished. Like to 
the dogge in the malinger, that him selfe can eate 
no hay. and yet barketh at the hungry bullock, 
that so faille would feede ■ whose currish kind, 
though it cannot be kept jroui ba/kiiig, yet 
count I them thanke that they rijrain /rom 
byting. 

Now. for'the knitting of sentences, uhych 
they call the joynts and members therof, and 
for al the comjuisse of the sfieach, it is round 
without roughnesse, and Icai'ued without hard- 
ues. such indeede as may be peiceired of the 
leaste, understlkule of the nioste, but judged 
onely of the learned. For what in most 
English wn/ters useth to he loose, and as it 
weie ungyn. in this AutJiour is well grounded, 
findy framed, and strongly trussed up together. 
Jn regard ivherqf, I scorn e and spue out the 
rakchellye route of our ragged ryiners {for so 
themselves use to hunt the lettei) which without 
learning bostc, without judgement jangle, 
withoid reason rage and foine, as if some 
instinct of Poeticall spirite had newly ravished 
them above the meaneiiesse of eommon caiiaeitie. 
And being, in tin middest o f all theyr bravery, 
sodenly. eyther for wnni tif matter, or of ri/ine, 
or haviuy forgohen tpeyr former ronreipt, they 
seeinc to he so pained and travelled in theyr 
remembrunee, ns it were a u'onuai in ehilde- 
birtli, or as that same Pythia, when the trauiue 
came upon her: ‘0» rabidum fera curda 
domans, 

Nethelesse,, let them a Gods name feede on 
thP^r owne folly, so they seeke not to ilarken the 
beanies of others glory. As for Cohn, under 
whose person the Authour selfe is shiulowed, 
howjurre he is Jrom such vaunted titles and 
glorious showes, both him selje sheweUi, where 
he myth, 

‘ Of MufiCfi Hobbiii, I comic 110 Hkill. 

And 

‘ Enough la me to piiint out niy unreat, 4ic.’ 

And also appeareth by Ike basenesse if the 
name, wherein it semeth he chose rather to un- 
fold great mutter of argument covertly then. 




THE EPISTLE. 


443 


praising it, nof su^e thereto accordingly. 
Which mooed him rather in JEgloguea men 
other wise to writer doubting perhaps his hahi- 
litiCf which he little needed^ or mynding to 
furnish our tongue with this kinde, wherein it 
faulted ; or following the example of the best 
and most auncient PoeteSy which devised this 
kind of wrytingy being both so base for the 
matter'y and homdu for the mannery at the j 
to trye theyr liabilities ; and as young birdes, j 
that he newly crept out of the nesty by little j 
first to prove theyr tender wyngs, before they 
make a greater Jlyght. So flew Theocritusyas 
you may perceive he was all ready full Judged. 
So flew Virgiley us not yet well feeing his 
H'inges. So flew Mantuane, as not being full 
soind. So Petrarque. So Boccace. So 
Maroty Sauazarusy and also divers other 
exeellent Iwth Italian and French Poetesy 
U'hose fating this Author every where follow- 
eth; yet so asfeWy but they be wel sentedy can 
trace him out. So^flnally flyeth this our new 
Poete as a birde whose principals he scarce 
growen out, but yet as one that ih tune shall be 
hnblc to keepe wing with the best. 

NoWy as touching the genertdl dryfl and 
intrpose of his AEglogues. I mind to say 
niiichy him selfc labouring to couceale it, Onely 
this appcareiliy that his unstayed yongth had 
tong wandred in the common Labyrinth of 
Jawc, in which time to mitigate and allay the 
heate of his passiouy or els to warne (as he 
sayth) the young shephvaidsy s. his eifualls 
and coiiipniiiuns, of his unfortunate follyy he * 
compiled these xij jEghgnes, which, for that • 
they be projmrtioned to the state of the xij ( 
moHcthes, he termeth the Sh(']iliuards*Calcn(lnr, j 
ajtplying an aide name to c^iieir workc. Here- j 
unto hove I added a certain Glossc, oi scho- j 
lion, for thexpositam of old icurdes, and , 
harder phrases ; which maner of glosing ami 
commenting, well I wote, wil seeme straunge 
and rare in our tongue : yet, for so much as I 
knew many excellent and proffer devises, Iwdi 
tn wordes and matter, would passe in we 
speedy roars, of reading, either as unknowen, 
or as not marked, and that in this kind, as in 
other, we might be emial to the learned of 
other nations, I thought good to take the paines 
upon me, the. rather for that by meanes of 
some familiar tu'quaintaunce I was madeprivie 
to his cnunsell and secret meaning in them, as 
also in sundry other works of his, which albeit 
Jknow he nothing so much hateth as to promul- 
gate. yet thus much have I adventured ujfon his 
frendship, him selfe being for tong time furre 
estraunged, hoping that this will the rather 


occasion him to put forth divers other excel- 
lent works of his, which shpe in silence; as 
his Dreames, his Leeendes, his Court ot 
Cupide, and sondry others, wluise commenda- 
tions to set out were verye vaine, the thiiiges 
though worthy of many, yet being hnowen to 
few. These My present paynes, if to any 
they be pleasurable or profitable, be you judge, 
mine own good maister Harvey, to whom 1 
have, both in respect of your worthine^^ gener- 
ally, and otherwyse upon some par^i^ular and 
Sfiecial considerations, voued mis my labour, 
and the maydenheadof this our common f rends 
Poetrte; himselfe having already in the be- 
ginninif dedicated it to the Noble and worthy 
Gentlenum, the right worshipj^ll Ma. Phi. 
Sidney, a special favourer and maintuiner of 
all kind o f learning. Whose cause, 1 pray 
you. Sir, yf Envte shall star up any wromful 
acciisasiou, defend with your mighty Mhe- 
torick and other your rare gifts oj learning, 

I as you can, and shield with your good wil, as 
you ought, against the malice and outrage of 
! so many enemies, as 1 know wil be. set on fire 
I with the sparks of his kindled glory. And 
thus recommending ^nthor unto you, as 
' unto his most special good ifrend, and my selfe 
unto you both, as one making smgulcr account 
of two so very good and so chaise f rends. Ibid 
you both most hartely farwel, and commit you 
and your commendadle studies to the tnicion 
of the Greatest. • 

Your owne assuredly to be coinmaunded. 


NO W I trust, M. Harvey, that u/ioii sight 
of your speciall f rends and fellow Poets doings, 
or els for envic of so many unworthy Qitidams. 
which catch at the garland w^ch to you atone 
IS dewc, you will be perswaded to pluck out of 
the hateful darknesse those so many excellent 
English poemes of yours which lye hid, and 
bring them forth to etemall light. Trust me, 
yon doe both them great wrong, in depriving 
, them of the desired sonne; and also your selfe, 

, in smoothering your deserved prayses ; and all 
1 men generally, in withholding from them so 
divine pleasures, which they might conceive of 
your gallant English verses, as they have 
already doen of your Latinc Poemes, which, 
in my opinion, bom for invention and Elocu- 
tion are very delicate and superexcellent. And 
thus againe I take my leave of my good Mays- 
ter Harvey : from my lodging at London thys 
10. of Aprill, 1579. 




THE GENERALL ARGUMENT OF 
THE WHOLE BOOKE. 


HiTLE, I hope, neoiletli me at larf^c to dis- ^ 
course the tfrst Original! of iEglogues, 
having alreadie touched the same. But, for j 
the word ^jglognes, T know, is unknoAven to 1 
most, and also mistaken of some of the best j 
learned (as thej' think,) I wj'll say somcAvliat ] 
thereof, being not at all impertinent to my 
present purpose. 

They were first of the Greekes, the inven- 
tours of them, called .^^logai, as it Avcrc 
aivwi', or alyavontop Aoyoi, that is, Gotehcards 
tales. For although fh Virgile and Qthers • 
the sjieakers be more Shephe«anls then Gojit- | 
beards, j’et Theocritus, in whom is m<»rc | 
ground ol‘ authoritie then in Vitgile, this spe- 
cially from that deriving, as i^m the first ! 
head and welspring. the whole Invencion of 
these i£glogue>, maxeth Goteheards the per- i 
sons and authors of his tales. This being, ivho \ 
seeth not the grossenesse of such &s by colour j 
of learning would make ns bclecve that they 1 
are more rightly termed JCclogai, a** they I 
would say, extraordinary discourses of un- j 
necessarie matter : Avhich definition nlbe in ' 
substannee and meaning it agree Avith the ' 
nature of the thing, yet no Avhit answereth 
with the and interpretation of the 

word. For they be not termed EclogueHf but . 
^^lopueh, ; which sentence this authonr very 
well obscrA'ing,upon gootl judgement, though 
indeede few Goteheards have to doc herein, 
nethelessc donbteth not to cal them by the 
used and best knowen name. Other curious 
discourses hereof I reserve to greater occasion. 

These xij ^glogues, every wher* answer- 
ing to the seasons of the twelve inonthe**, may 
be well devided into three formes nr ranches. 
For eyther they be Plaintive, as the first, the 
sixt, the deventh, and the twelfth; or Recrea- 
tive, such as ol those be, which containe 
matter of love, or commendation of special 
personages; or Moral, which fur the rntmt part 
be liiixed w'lth some Satyrical bitterncsse; 
namely, the second, of reverence dewe t» old 


Jige; the fift, of coloiircfl deccipt; the seventh 
and ninth, of dis<<o]iite shepheaids and pos- 
tours ; the tenth, of contempt of Poetrie and 
pleasaiint wits. And to this division may 
CA'crA' thing herein be reasonablv applyed : a 
few oncly except, whose spccialf purpose and 
meaning T am not privic to. And thus 
much generally of these xi) Ailglogues. Now 
will we speake particularly of all, and first of 
the first, which he colleth by the first monethes 
name. .lanuaric: wherein to some he may 
seeme fowly to have faidted, in thatheerroni- 
o«s.ly b<4iimeth with that moneth, which 
bcginneth not the yeare. For it is wel known, 
and stoutely mainteyned with strong reasons 
of the learned, that the yeare beginneth in 
March; for then the sonne renew'etli his 
finished course, and the seasonable spring re- 
freslfcth the earth, and the plesaunce thereof, 
being buried in the sadnesse of the dead win- 
ter now Avornc away, reliveth. 

This opinion nia>mtcinethc oldc Astrologera 
and Philosophers, namely, the reverend An- 
dulo, and Macrobips in his holydayes of Sa- 
tume; Avhich accoumpt also was generally 
observed both of Grecians and Romans. But, 
saving the lea\'c of such learned heads, we 
mayntainc a custome of coumpting the sea- 
sons from the moneth iTanuaiy, upon a more 
sneciall cause then the heathen Philosophers 
ever couldc conceive, that is, for the incarna- 
tion of our mighty Saviour, and cternall 
redeemer the L, Christ, who, us then roneiving 
the state of the decayed world, and returning 
the compasM of expired yerca to theyr former 
date and first commencement, left to us his 
heiies a memoriall of his birth in the ende of 
the last yeere and beginning of the next. 
Which reckoning, beside that etemall monu- 
ment of our salvation, leaneth also uppon 
good proofe of special judgement. 

For albeit that in elder tymes, when as yet 
the coumpt of the yerc was not perfected, as 
afterwarde it was by Julius Coesar, they be- 
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gan to tel the monethes from Marches begin- . 
ning, and according to the same God (as is > 
sayd in Scripture) comaunded the pmple of | 
the Jewes, to count the moneth Abib, that i 
which we call March, for the first moneth, in I 
remembraunce that in that moneth he brought I 
them out of the land of iEgipt: yet, accord- > 
ing to tradition of latter times, it hath ; 
bene otherwise observed, both in gov^- | 
ment of the Church and rule of Mightiest j 
Realmes. For from Julius Oeesarwho first ! 
observed the leape yeere, which he called 
Bissextitem Annum, and brought into a more j 
certain course the odde wandring dayes which 
of the Greekes were called vntpfiaivovres, of | 
the Romanes intercaJares, (for in such matter ; 
of learning I am forced to use the termes of ; 
the learned) the monethes have bene nombred ‘ 
xij, which in the first ordinaunce of Romul^ . 
were but tenne, counting but ccciiij dayes in ' 
every yoare, and beginning with March, j 
Rut Mnma Pompifius, who was the father of j 
al the Remain ceremonies and religion, seeing 
that reckoning to agree neither with the 
course of the sonne nor of the moone, there- 
unto added two monethes, January and Feb- 
riiaiy; wherin it seemeth, tliat ^ise king ' 
min^, upon giood reason, to begin the ycore 


at Januarie, of him therefore so railed ttm- 
quam Janua anni, the gate and entraunce of 
the yere ; or of the name of the god Janus, to 
which god for that the olde Paynims attrib- 
uted the byrth and beginning of all creatures 
new comming into the worlde, it seemeth 
that he therfoae to him assigned the begin- 
ning and first entraunce of the yeare. Which 
account for the most part hath hetherto con- 
tinued: Notwithstanding that the A^'giptiaus 
beginhe theyr yeare at September ,^for that, 
according to the opinion of the best Rabbins 
and very purpose of the Scriptui-e itselfe, God 
made the worlde in that Moneth, that is 
calleil of them Tisri. And therefore he com- 
maiinded them to keepe the fea^ of Pavilions 
in the end of the yeare, in the xv. day of the 
seventh moneth, which before tliat time was 
the first. 

But our Authour respecting nether the 
subtiltie of thone part, nor the antiquitie of 
thother, thinketh it fittest, according to the 
simplicitie of common understanding, to begin 
with Januarie; wening it perhaps no decorum 
that Shepheards should be seene in matter of 
so d'4cpe insight, or*cyivase a case of so 
doubtful judgment. So therefore beginneth 
he, and so cunlinueth hu throughout 
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[L. 1-48: 


THE SHEPHEAEDS CALENDEE. 

J^NUAKIE. 


;bgloga prima. argument. 

In thts fiirst j^logue Cohn Cloulc, a shepheardes hoy, eomplauieth him of ha unfortunate love, being but 
nmly (an tfkieth) enamoured of a eou7itne lasse called Itoudinde inth which strong affertion being 
very sore traveled, he compareth ha carefiill ease to the sailde season of the yeare, to thefrostie ground, 
toihefrosen trees, and to ha oume vnnter-beaten Jlocke. And,^stlye,fynding himself e roibbed of all 
former pleasaunee and delights, hee breaketh ha Fipe tu peeces, and casteth him selfe to the ground. 


Colin CmuTK. 


A SHEPEHEARDS boye, (no better doe him call,) 
When Winters wastful spight was almost 
All in a sunneshine d|i}^ as did befall, [apent, 
Led forth his flock, that had bene lon^; y^iit : 
So fayut they woxe, and feeble in the fulde, 
That now unnethes their feete could them 
uphold. 


* Such rape ns winters reigncth in my heart. 
My life-bloud friesing with unkindly cold ; 
Such stomy stoures do brcede niy balefull 
smalt. 

As if my yeare were wast and woxen old ; 
And yet, alas ! but now my spring begounc. 
And yet, alas! y^t is already donne. 


All as the Sheepe, fiuch was the shepehcards 
looke. 

For pale an<l wonne he was, (alas tlie while !) 

May seeine he lovd, or els some care he tooke ; 

Well couth he tunc his pipe anu frame his 
stile : 

Tho to a hill his faynting flocke he leddc. 
And thus him playnd, the while his shepc 
there fedde. 

* Ye Gods of lov^ that pitic lovers payne, 

(If any gofls the painc of lovers pitie) 

Looke* from above, where you in joyes remaine, 

And bowe your eares unto my dolefull dittie: 
And, Fan, thou shepheards Hod that once 
didst love, [prove. 

Fitie the paines that thou thy selfe didst 

‘ Thou barrein ground, wboine win^tts wratli 
hath wasted, 

Art made a myrrhour to behold iny plight : 

Whilomc thy fresh spring flowrd, and after 
hasted 

Thy sommer prowde, with Daffadillics dight; 
And now is come thy wynters stormy state, 
Thy mantle mard, wherein thou maskedst 
late. 


‘You naked trees, whose shady leaves arc lost, 
WhcAui the byrds w'cre >vont to build their 
bowre, [frost, 

And now are clothd with mosse and hoary 
Ia..tcde of bloo-sD'Cs, wherewiLli \our buds diil 
flowre ; f raiiie, 

I see your tearcs ^at from your boughes doe 
Whose drops in drery ysicles remaine. 

‘ All so my lustfull leafe is drye and sere. 

My timely buds Avith wayling all are w'astoil; 
The blosBome which my 'braunch of youth ditl 
bcare ' [blasted; 

IWth breathed sighes is bloAvne away and 
And from mine eyes the drizling tearus de- 
scend, 

As on your boughes the ysicles depend. 

• Thou feeble flocke, whose fleece is rough and 
«*nt, [fare, 

Whose knees are weake through fast and evill 
Mayst witnessc well, by thy ill governeincnt, 
Thv maysters mind is overcome with care : 
Thou Aveake, I wanne; thou leane, I quite 
forlonie : 

With mourning pyne I ; you with pyiiing 
moume. 
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* A thousand sithes I curse that careAill hower 
Wherein 1 longd the neighbour towiie to see. 
And eke tenne thousand sithes I blesse the 
stoure 

Wherein I sawe so fayre a sight as shee : 

Yet all for naught: such sight hath bred 
my bane. [and payne ! 

Ah, tiod! tlittt love should breede both joy 

‘ It is not Ilobbinol wherefore I plaine, 

Albce iny love he seeke with dayly suit; 

His clowin^ii gifts aud curtsies I ilisdaine, 

His kidde.s, his cracknelles, and his early fruit. 
Ah, foolish Ilobbinol ! thy gyfts bene vayne ; 
Colin them gives to Rosalind againc. 

‘ 1 love thilke la.sse, (alaa! why due I hive?) 
And am forlorne, (alas! why am I lorneV) 
Shee deignes not m3' good will,<fbut doth re- 
prove, 

And of 1113' rurall musicke holdeth aeorne. 


8he])hcarda devise she hateth as the snake, 
And laughes the songs that Colin Clout doth 
make. 

* Wherefore, my P3’i)c, albee rude Pan ihou 
please, 

Vet for thou ^eosest not where most I would : 

And thou, unliick5’' Mii-se, that wontst to ease 

My musing m3’ua, 3'et canst not when thou 
shovdd ; 

I Both p3'pe aud Muse shall sqfc> 1 ;he while 

1 abye.’ 

' So broke his oaten P3'pc, and downe d3'd I3 e. 

1^ that, the wclked i*hocbus gun availe 

llis weary waine ; and nowe the frust3’ Xight 

Her mantle black through heav' ii gan overhaile: 

Which scene, the pensife hoy, halle in despight. 
Arose, and homeward drove hLs sonned sheepe, 
Who^c hanging heads did seeine his carelull 
case lo ueepe. 


COLINS KMBLSMK. 


Anchora sjieme. 


GLOSSE? 


Colin Cloutf, is a name not greatly used, and 3’et 
have 1 sene a Foesie of M. Skeltons under that 
title. But indeedc the word Cohn is Freiiche, and 
used of tht* French Foetu Marot (if ho bo worthy 
of the name of a Poete) in a certeiu ificlogue. 
Under which iiaino this Poete siniretly shaAoweth 
hiinsulf, us tHtnietimoH did Yirgd under tlie uiunc 
of Tit>nis, thinking it much fitter then such 
i.,itiue nunius, for tho great iiuhkelyhooiic of the 
language. 

runeihes, scarcely. 

Cottthe, coiiuncth of the icriic Count, that is, to 
know, or to have skill. As well mteriiretcth tho 
*<nmo, the worthy Sir Tho. Smith, in his hookc of 
government: wherof I have a perfect copic in 
w’ryting, lent me liy his kinsemiin, and my*ierye 
singular gootl fteciid, M. (iabriel Harvey : us also 
of some other his most gruNC and excellent wr>t- 
Ings. .j 

isythe, time. 

Neighbour towne, the next towiie : expressing the 
Latino I'lcina. 

Stoure, a tltt. 

Sere, withered. 

Ilis clovmish gyftt, Imltatctli Yirgils verso. 

* Rusticua 1 8 Corydon, iiec miincra curat Alexis.’ 

//oMiiio/, is a fained country name, whereby, it 
lieing so commune and usiiall, scmnetti to be huhten 
tlie perhon of some his very spccinll and most 
familiar fn‘onil, wliom he entirely and extnuirdiii- 
nrily lieloveil, as ])ei adventure shall he more large- 
ly declared hereafter. In th\B pluec set'incth to U* 
some savour of disorderly love, which tlie IcanuHl 
rail jKvdtraatice ; but it is gathered beside his mean- 


ing. For who that hath red Plato his dialognc called 
AleybiaJes, Xenophon, and Maximus Tyrins, of 
Socrates opinions, may easily perceive, that such 
love is muclio to be alu\\e4 and liked of, specially 
so meant, as Socrates used it : who suyth, that 
indeeile he lovinl Alcy blades extremely, yet not 
Alcybiadcs person, but hy's scale, which is Alcybi- 
iwlos owiie selfe. And so is ptvderastice much to be 
preferred bclore gynei'oaUee, that is, the love W'hlclie 
ciihumcth men with lust towanl womankind. But 
yet let no man thiiike, that herein I stand with 
Lucian, or his dcvelish disciple Unico Arctino, in 
defcnco of execrable and horrible sinnes of forbid- 
den .and unlawful lleshlinessc. Whose abomiuablo 
errour is fully confuted of Peruuiius, and otliers. 

/ loee, a prety Kpaiiorthosis ui these two verses ; 
and w’lthall a Piu'onumasia or playing with the 
word, where he say th I love thilie lusse alas. Sic. 

liosalintle, is also a feigned name, which, being 
wcl ordered, wil bewray the very name of hys love 
and mistresBC, whom by tliat name he coloureth. 
So us Ovidc shodoweth hys love under the name of 
Corynna, wliich of some is supposed to be J alia, 
themperur Augustus his daughter, and w'yfe to 
AgryppaT So doth Aruntius Stella every w'here 
call his Laily Asteris and lanthis, albe it is wel 
knowen that her right name w-os Yiolaiitilla : os 
witncssctli Statins 111 his t'pithaluimum. And so 
the famous Paragone of Italy, Madonna Ccelia, in 
her letters envelopi>tli her si'lfc under the name of 
Ziina : and Petroiia under tho mime of Bellochla. 
And this geiiornlly hath bene a common enstoma 
of coiinterfeicting the names of ..«cret Personages. 
Avail, iiring dowiic 
Oievlmie, (irawe oYor« 
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EMDLKMR. 

H\s embleme or Poetye ie hpro nndpr added in j Inckleiwe love, yet, leaning on hope, he 1b some 
Italian, Anchdm *ppme : the meaning; wherof is, ; \vhnt rccomforted. 
that notwithstondeing his extreme passion and 


• 1 

FEBRUA^IE. 

, ^aiiOOA SBCUNDA. ABeUMEilT. 


Tuts jEglogue is r€Uher morall and general}, Uun bent to any secrete or particular purpose. It specially 
conteyneth a discourse of old age, m the persone of Thenot, an ohlc Shepheard, who for his crooitediiesse 
and unlustiaesse ts scorned of Cuadie, an unhappy Heardmans bone. The matter very well aecorileth 
with the season of the moneth, the yeare now diouping, ami as tt were drawing to his last age. For as 
tn ffits time ^ yeare, so then m our bodies, there is a dry and withenng cold, which eoiigealeth the 
erudled blooSh and fneseth the icetherbeaten Jlesh with stonnes of Fortune, and hoare frosts of Care. 
To which purpose the olde man telleth a tale of the Oake and the Bryer, so lively, and so feelingly, as, if 
the thing were set forth m some Picture before our eyes, more pla^ly could not appears. 


Cuddie. 


CuimiE. 


Ah for pittie ! -wil rancke Winters rage 
These bitter blasts never ginne tasswage? 

The kene cold blowes through my beaten hj’de, 
All as I were through tlic body gryde : 

My ragged rentes all Mnver aud shake, • 

Ah doen high Towers in an earthquake : 

They wont in the wind wagge their wrigle 
taylcs, 

Perke as a Peacock ; but now it avales. 
Thenot. 

'f Lewdly complainest thou, laesie ladde, 

' Of Winters wracke for making thee sadde. 
Most not the world wend in his uommun course. 
From good to badd, and from baddu to worse, 
From worse unto that is worst of all, 

And then retume to his former fall ? 

Who will not suffer the stormy time. 

Where will he live tyll the Inky iirime? 

I^fe have I wor«e out thrise threttie yeares, 
Some in much joy, many in many teams, 

Yet never complained of cold nor heatc, 

Of Sommers flame, nor of Winters threat, 

Ne ever was to Fortune foeman. 

But gently tooke that ungently came; 

And ever ‘my flocke was my cliiefe care, 
Winter or Sommer they mought well fare. 

Cuddie. * 

No marveile, Tlienot, if thou can boare 
Glierefully the Winters wrathful clieare; 

For Age|,and Winter accord full nie, 

This chill, that cold; this crooked, that wiy^e; 
And as the lowring Wether lookes dowiic. 

So semest thou like Good Fij'day to frowne: 
But my flowring youth is foe to fropt, 

My shippe unwont in stormeB to be tost. 


Thknot, 

Thenot. 

The soveraigne of seas he Blames in vaine, 
That, once sca-bcatc, will to sea againe : 

So loytring livfl you little JuyLr(lgroomcs,/ivS>i«.<. 
Keeping your bcastes in the budded broomes : 
And, when the shining sunne laugheth once, 
You deemefi the Spring is come attonce ; 

Tho gynne \ on, fond flyes ! the cold to 
scoriiG, 

And, crowing in p^es made of greene come, 
You.^Upkjen to be Lrfirds of the yeare ; 


But grt, whei^'e W^nt you frcetl from fearc, 
j Come#the bc^rWinter with c hamfr^ l browra, 

* Full of wrinckles and frostie fiirrowei^ 

Drerily shooting his stormy darte, 
Whishcruddles th^ blood and pricks the harte: 
Then is your coielesbe corage accoie d|g»*^*«^**<~ 
Your carcfull heardi^with cold bene annoied: 
Then paye you the price of your surquedrie. 
With weeping, and wayling, and miseiyT 

* Cuddie, 

Ah, foolish old man ! I scome thy skill, 
Tlmtwouldest me my springing younf^h to 
I (fteme thy braum^perished bee [ spil : 

^rough rugty ^^that hath rotted thee; 

Or sicker thy head veray tqttie is, 

So on thy corbe shoulder it lefmeaamisse/ 
Now thy selfe hast lost both l^poM topp^ 
Als my budding braunch thou wouldest cropp ; 
But were thy yeares greene, as now bene myne, 
To other delights they would encline ; 

Tho w^^dMt thou leame to caroll of Love, 
And heiy with hymnes thy lasses glove ; 

Tho wouldest thou pyj» of Phyllis prayse ; 
But Phyllis is myne for many dayes. 

I wonne her with a gyrdle of gelt, 

Bmbost with boegle about beltt 
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Such an one shcpc'hoards would make full fainc; 
Such an one would make thee youn{^ againe. 

. *’* 

Thou art a fon of thy love to liostc ; 

All that is lent to love wyll be lost. 


Seest I fovy br.ig vond Bullock c bcares,* 

So Snoothe, his priokert oaroa? lAiaUlTliia .mail I>d.1ifs to ^-,.wdo 

Jlia liomes heiio a» br(^c iw Kainobowo bent, t-,,,. Niehtinealo smcinc so bnv.te : 


His bared bouglies were beaten with stormes, 
His toi)pe was bald, and wasted with wormes, 
His honor docaywt, his braunrhes sere. 

Hard by his side grewea bragging Brere, 
Which jiroudly thrust into Thelcment, 

Ami seemed to threat the. Firmament* 

It w’as embcllisht with hlossomcs fayre, 

And thereto ri^’e w'fmned to repayre* 

The shepheards daughters to gather flowres, 
To peinet their girlonds w ith liis colowres; 


His dewelap as lythe as lasse of Kent : 

See, liowe he venteth into the wynd ; 

Weenest of love is not Ins raynd ? 

Seemeth thy tlocke thy eounsell (;an, 

S<) liistlessc’bene they, so w'cnke, so wan ; 

Clothed with^^ld, aiid hoary wytli f^)^t, 

Thy floc ks fath er his corage hath lost. 

Thv Ewes, that wont to have hlliwen hags, 

Ute nrailofull nruWowo. banRon tboir ,,,.„vca cnKrninod in luatv Rroone i 

<om, - - • 


Nighting.'ilc singing so low'de ; 

1 Which made this foolish Brere w'exc so hold. 
That on a time h(> east him to scold 
And snchbe the good Oake, for he w*as old. 

* Why standst there (ipioth he) thou brutish 
blocke ? ^ [stocke ; 

Nor for fruiot nor for shadowe serves thy 
Seest how* Iresh mj’ flowers liene spredde, 
Dyed in Lilly wiiile and Cremsin reddc, 


The r ather Lainhes bene starved with 
All for their Maifter is lustlcssc and old. 

Thenot. * 

Ciiddic, I wote thou kensl little good. 

So vainely tadvaunce thy hcadlci)^ hood ; 


Colours mecto to clothe a mayden ()uecne? 
,Thy w’ast hignes hut combers the grownd. 
[And <lirlvs the hoaiity of my blossomes rownd: 
I The monldie mosse. \vhich*ihee aceloieth, 
piv Sinamon smell t^i much annoieth : 

^ jWhSrcfore soone T reditthce hence remove, 

f For youngth is a bubble blown up'^vith breath, ‘ Least thou the price of iny displeasure prove.’ 
Whose witt is weakcnesse,wiiose wage is death. So spake this hold brere with great disilaine: 
Whose way is wildernesso, wiios('- ynne !*<*- Little him aunsw’ered the Oake againe, 

naunce, "t**^** jj„t ypdded, with shanit and greefe .adawed,' 

And stooM-gallaunt Age, the hoste of Grc<‘- 'riiat of a w'cede he w'as^ivercrawed. 

But shall 1 tel thee a tale of truth, [yaunce.' Yt chaunced after upon a day 

wa-i • _i_ 1 1 • _ Air® TT.... I I i. 


Which 1 coiid of Tityrus in ray youth, ^ 
Keeping ^shei'pe 011 the liiL of Kent? 

Cudrfic, 


n 


, niy mind is bent 
lis devise ; 


'I’o nought more, Then 
Then to heare novells <it' 

They bene so wcll-thewed, and so wise. 
What over that go<id old man bespake. 


Thenot. 

Many mecte tales tif youth did he make,» 
And some of love, and' some of chovalrie ; 

Blit none titter then this to applic. V 
Now' listen a while and hearken the end. 
There grewe an aged Tree on the greeiie, 

A goodly Oake soinetime had it bene, 

With armes full strong and largely dis|dayd, 
But of their leaves they were disnrayde : 

The bodie bigge, and mightely pight. 
Throughly rooted, and of wondenms hight ; 
Whilomc'hod bene the King of the fleld, 

And mochcll roast to the husband did yielde, 
Ami with his nuts lanjei] ma^y swine : 

But now tho gray iifu£»c marled his 




I The Ilus-handman selfc to come that w'ay, 

,<)f customc for to Mirvewe his grow'ud, 

; And his tmes of state in compasse rownd : 
■Him w'hen the spitefull brere had espyed, 
Cau8ele.sse eomplainod, and low'dly cryed 

I into his lord, stirring up sterne strife. * 

‘ O, iny liege Lord ! the (iod of my life ! 

rieaseth you ponder your Sup]iliants plaint, 
Caased of Avrong and'criiell tonstraint. 

Which I your poure Vu.ssall dayly endure ; 
And, but your goodnes the same recure, 

Am like for desperate* doole to dye, 

Through felonoiis force of mine enomie.’ 

Greatly aghast Avith this piteous plea, 
jllim rested the goodman on the lea, 
j .\nd badde the Brere in his plaint proceede. 
j With patnted words thu gan this ]iroiido AA’cede 
(As most iisen Ambitious folko :) 

II is coloAvrcd crime Avith craft to cloke. 

‘ Ah, my soveraigne ! Lonl of creatures all, 
Thou placer of plants both humble and tall, 
Was not I planted of tliine OAvnu hand, 

To be the primrose of all th\' land ; 
Withflowrring blossomes to burnish the prime, 
And scarlot lierries in Sommer time ? 

GQ 
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How falls it then that this fadcil Oake, 
Whose bodie is sere, whose braunohos broke, 
Whose naked Amies stretch unto the fyre, 
Unto such tyrannic doth aspire 
lliiiderinj' with his shade iny lovely ]iKht> 
And robbinj; me ot the swete honiies sight V 
So beate his old bougbes iny tcivh'r side, 
That oft the blond siiringeth from uoundes 
Untimely my flowres forced to fall, [wyde ; 
That bene, the honor of your Coioimll : 

And oft he 1 <^,a his cancker-woriiies light * 
Upon my braiinches, loworkonieiiiorefipight; 
And oft his hourie locks downe doth cast, 
Where-with my fresh flowretts hene defast : 
For this, and many more such outrage, 
Graving your gcMidlihcad to as wage 
The ranckorous rigour of his might, 

Nought aske I, but onely to hohl my right ; 
Submitting me to your good sufferance, 

And praying Ixi be garded from greevance.’ 

To this' the Oake ca^t him to replie 
Well as he couth ; but his euemie 
Had kindled such coles of displeasure. 

That the good man nuulde stay his Icasure, 
But home him hasted with furious heatc, 
Encrcasing his wrath wiflti many a threat^ : 
His harinefull Hatchet he heiit in hand, 

(Alas ! that it so ready should stand !) 

And to the Held alone he speedeth, 

(Ay little helpe to harme there needeth !) 

. An^r nould let him spenkc to the tree, 
ust Knaunter his rage mou^ht cooled bee ; 

Blit to theroote bent his sturdy stroake. 

And made many wounds in the uast Oake. 
The Axes edge did oft turne againc, 

As halfe unwilling to cutte the graine ; 
Semed, the sencelesse yron dyd feare, 

Or to wrong holy eld did forbeare ■, 

For it had bene an aimcient tree. 

Sacred with many a mysteree. 

And often crost ^dth the priestes crewe, 

And often halowed with holy-water dewc : 


But sike fancies weren fuolerie, 

And broughten this Oake to this miserye ; 

For nought inuught they quitten him from 
decay, 

For fiercely the good man at him did lave. 
'J'he bloekc oft groned under the blow, 

And sighed to see his nearc overthrow’. . 
Ill line, the steele had pierced his pitth, 

Tho (hiw'ue to the earth he fell forthwith. 

His wonderous weight made the ground to 
quake, 

Thearth slmmke under him, and seemed to 
shake: — 

There lyeth the Oake, pitied of none ! 

Now stands the Brere like a lord alone, 
Puffed up with pryde and vaine plcasauuce ; 
But all this glee had no contiuuaunre : 

For eftsoues Winter gan to approche; 

The bluslerinf Boreas did encrochc, * 

And iK^ntc upon the solitarie Brere; 

For uowe no succuiire was scene him nere. 
Now’ gan he rc))ent his pryd« to late ; 

For, naked left and disconsolate, 

The hyting frosa nipt his stalke dead. 

The w'atrie wettc weighed downe his head, 
And heaped snowe burdned him so sore. 

That nowe upright he can stand no more ; 
And. being dowme, is trodde in the durt 
Of cat tell, and bronzed, and sorely hurt. 

Such )\as thend of this Ambitious brere, 

For scorning Eld — 


j ^ Cuddie, 

I Now I pray thee, sliepheard, tel it not forth 
, Here is a long tale, and little w’orth. 

So longe have 1 listened to thv B{)eche, 
iTliat graffed to the ground is my brechc 
I My hart -blood is wel nigh frorne, 1 feele, 

{ And my galage groiHie fast to my liecle : 

! But little ease of thy lewil tale 1 tasted : 
iHyc thee home, sliepheard, the day is nigh 
I • w’usted. 


TH KNOTS KUBI.KMi:. 

Iddio, pervhe eCiecf/tio, 
Fa sufti al suo e»aempio. 

ru Din ICS KMHLKMK. 

, Nmao vecvfiio 
SjMveHta Itidio. 


GLOSSE. 


Kene, sharpe. 

Onde, iierced : an olde word much used of Lid- 
gate, but not found ithat 1 know of) in Ctuuicor. 
‘Ronu, young bullockea. 

. Wracke^ ruiuc or Violence, whence commeth 


shipwrockp; and nat wrAite,that is vengeauneeor 
wrath. 

Futtmn, a hs*.- 

Thenot, the name of a sliepheard In Marot his 
iVglogueB. 



FEBRUARIE. 


7he aovet'aigm uf Sau,i% Noptune the Ood of the 
seas. The Haying In borowod of Mimus Publionus, ' 
which used tliie proverb in u verse. 

* ImprobfiNeptunum accusat, qui iternm naufra- 
gium facit.’ 

UearOgronve*^ Chancers verse almost whole. 

Fond Flyet, He comparcth carelcsse sliiggnrdes, 
or ill husbandmen, to dyes that, so suoiie as the 
Bunno shinoth, or yt wexeth anj thing w arine, lx>ein 
to dye abroadc, when Bodoinly^they bo ovcrttikcn 
with cold. 

Jiute/t when, averyo excellent and lively descrip- 
tion of Winter, so as may bee indifferently tiiken, 
either for old Age. or for "Winter season. 

Jirente, chill, bitter. 

dutm/red, cliapt, or wrinckled. 

A eeoied, plucked dow ne and daunted. 

Sut'gupdnCt pryde. 

Fide, olile age. 

Sicker, sure. 

Toltie, wavering. ^ 

Vot'br, cracked. 

llerie, worshi]!. 

Phyllis, the name of Home mayde unknowen, 
whom Cuddle, whow person is secrete, loved. The 
name is nsuall in Theocritus, Yirgilc, and Man- 
tuane. , 

JMte, a girdle or wast-band. 

A fon, a foolc. 

LyOie, soft and gentle. 

Yentefh, snulfetb in the wind. # 

Thy flocks /athei', the Banime. 

Ci'oys, iieckes. 

Ridher lanibes, tliat be ewed early in the begin- 
ning of the yeare. 

youth ts, a verye moral and pitthy Allegorio of 
youth, and the lustcs thereof, compared to a woarie 
wayfaring man. • 

Tityrus, 1 BU|)|ioHe he nieanes Chancer, 'wliO!>e 
])ra>BC‘ for plcaHniint tales cannot dye, ho long as 
the memoric of hya name slial live, and the name 
of Puetrie shal endure. 

Well-thewed, that Ih, Bene moralce, full of morull 
wiscnesaii. 

There gi'cw : TIiIb tale of fjfce Cake and the Brere, 
lie telleth as Icanioil of Chaucer, but it is cleanc in 
another kind, and rather like to ililsopcs fables. It 


iB very cxcellcnte for pleasaunt descriptions, being 
altogether a oertaino Icon, or Hypotyposis of dis- 
dainfull younkers. 

EmbetlislU, beautified and adorned. 

To leonne, to haunt or frequent. 

Sneb, checke. 

Why standst. The speoch is scorneful and veiy 
presumptuous. 

Engrained, tQred iu groin. 

Areloieth, encombreth. 

Adaieetl, daunted and confounded. 

T'i'ees of state, taller trees, fitte for timber wood. 

Sfirne strife, Haid Chancer, a. fell i^id sturdy. 

O my liege, a nianer of Kupplication, wherein is 
kindly ralonred the affection and spcache of Am- 
bitious men. 

Voroaall, Garlande. 

Flourets, yong blossomes. 

The Primrose, the chiefe and w^hicst. 

Naked armes, metaphorically ment of the bare 
boughes, spoylf>d of leaves. This colourably he 
speaketh, as adjudging hym to the fyre. 

The blood, spoken of a blockc, as it were of a 
living creature, figuratively, and (as they sayj 
xar’ etitatritov. 

Hoane lockes metaphorically for withered leaves. 

Jlent, caught. 

Nould, for would not. 

Ay, evermore. 

Wounds, gashes. 

Ei^unter, least that.* § 

The priests ereire, holy water pott, wherewith the 
popislie jiricst used to sprinckle and hallowc tlie 
trees from miscliauiice. Such bUndnesso was iu 
those times, which the Poete suppeseth to have 
bene the linall decay of this auucicnt Cake. 

Theblocke oft groned, a livelye figure, which 
givetli sencp and* feeling ft unsensible creatures, 
os Yirgile also Bn.ieth ; ‘ Soxa gemnut graiido,’ 
&e. 

Boreas, The Northerno w'jnd, that bringeth the 
moste atonuie weather. 

Glee, chcre and jollitie. 

For scorning Eld, And minding (as shoulde seme) 
to have mode rynie to tl.e former verae, he is con- 
ningly cuttc of by Cuddle, as disdayning to here 
any more. 

Galage, A stortuppe or clownish shoe. 


This emblcino is spoken of Thenot, as a moral of and bitter provorbe, spoken indeede at the first in 
his former tale : iiomolye, tliat God, which is hnu- i contempt of old age generally : for it was an old 
selfe most aged, being before al agi*a, and without ; opinion, and yet is continued in some mens con- 
lieginninge, maikoth those, whom he lovcth.like to | ceipt, that men of yeares liave no feare of God at 
himselfe, in heaping yeares unto theyre dayes, and , ol, or not so muoh os younger folke ; for that being 
blessing them wyth longe lyfe. For the blessing i ryponed with long exiwrience, and having passed 
of age is not given to all, but unto tliose whonio i many bitter brunts and blastes of vcngeaunce,they 
God will so blesBc. And albeit that many evil dread no stonnos of Fortune, nor w rathe of God, 
men reacho unto such fulnesse of yrnros, and nor daunger of menne, as being eyther by longe 
some also wexe old in myserle and throldume, yet and ripe wisedome armed against till mischaunccs 
therefore is not age ever the lease- blessing. For and ulvcrsitle, or with much trouble hardened 
oven to such ovill men such number of yeares is against all troublesoiue tydes : lyke unto the Ape, 
added, tliat they may in their last dayes repent, and of which is sayd in iEsops fables, that, oftentimes 
come to their first home : Bo tlie old man checketh meeting the Lyon, he Avas at first sore agliost and 
the rash-headed boy for despysing his gray and dismayed at the gnmnes and austerltie of hys 
frostye hearer. countenance, but at last, lieing acquainted with 

Whom Cuddye doth oountorbufl with abyting Ills lookes, he was so furre from fearing him, t^t 

0 0 2 
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be would familiarly gybe and jest with liiiii : Snche 
longe experience hre^eth in some men sec-uritie. 
Although it please Era-^mns, a great clerke, and 
good old father, more fatherly and fa\our!iblye Ut 
construe it, in his Adages, fur his own liehmtfe, 
That by the proverbe, ‘ Nemo senex iiietiiit Juvera,’ 
1 b not meant, that old men have no fenre of God 


at al, blit that they lie f Hire from superstition and 
Idolatrous regard of false Gods, ns is Jupiter. 
But his great!' learning notwithstanding, it is to 
plaine to lie gninsnyd, that Okie men ore muche 
more cnclined to such fond fooleries, then younger 
lieades. 


MARCHt 

• .^GLOGA TERTIA. ARGUMENT. 

/jv tfus Aiglogue two ahephearda tjopes, tilling oecaaton 0/ the miaon, bequme to male purpose of love, and 
other pleaaunee which to aprinq time la mott aqreeable. The apecudl meaning fieieo/ ts, to give certaine 
mnrles and tokens to hioir Cupute, the J'oeta (Sod of Lore. Hut more particiilarlpe, I thmle, in the 
person of Thonutlin la meant some xccnle 1 reend, 11 ho scorned Lore and his knights ao long, till at length 
him selfe wasrntangled, and uiiicai es ivoimdetl with the dart of some beautifull regard, which ta Cuptdea 
arrow. 

Willy K. Tiiom^lin. 


Wil. Tiiomalin, why syttcii we sue, 

As weren overwent with woe, 

Ufton 80 fiiyre a morow ? 

The joyous time now niches fust, 

That shall alegge this bitter blast, 

And slake tlie winters sorowe. 

TYio. Sicker, Willye, thgu uaniest well; 

For Winters wrath* iM'gumes (o (luell, * 
And ])leasant spring a]i|)eareth : 

The grasse nowe ginnes to be rcfreslit. 

The Swallow peepes out of her nest. 

And clowdie welkin clcareth. 

Wil. Seest not (hilka same 1 law tliome studde, 
How bragly it begiiines to biiddc. 

And utter his teiidei head? 

Flora now' calletli forth echo flower, 

And bids make rcadie lilaias Ikiwtc, 

That newe is upryst from bedde . 

Tho shall w'e sporteii in delight. 

And learne w'ith Lettice to w'exe light, 

Tliat scorncfully lookes askaunoe ; 

Tho will we little Love aw'ake, 

That now'C slcc|)efli in Lethe lake. 

And iiray him leaden our daunce. 

Tho. ^Vlllye, I wene thou bee assot ; 
for lustie Love still slecpctli not, 

Ilut is abroad at his game. 

Wit. Ilow kenst thou that, he is awoke V 
Or hast thy selfe his slomber broke, 

Or made jircA'ie to the same ? 

Tho. Xo:« but happely I hym sjiydd*. 

Where in a budi he did him hole, 

With winger of purple and blcwe; 

And, were not that my sheejie would stray, 
The previe marks I would bew’ray, 

Whereby by chaunce I him knewe. 

Wil. Thomalin, have no care for-thy ; 

^ly selfe will have a doable eye, 

Ylike to xny flocke and thine; 


For als at home I have a syre, 

A stepdiime eke, as wdiott as fyre, 

'Ibut tlewly adnyes eounts jnine. 

77 io. Nay, but thy seeing will not servo, 

My sheepe for Uiat may cliaimce to swerve, 
And fall into some inischicfe : 

For sithens is but the third niorow'C 
'I’hat I chai^^st to fell aslecjie w ith sorow'C 
And waked agaiiic with griufe; 

The w’liilc thilke same unlmppye Kw'c, 

Wlio^e clouted li’gge her liurt tloth slicwe, 
Fell headlong into a dell, 

And there uiijoyiited botli l»er bones: 

Moiighj lieriieckc benejoyiitcd attunes, 

She shouldc have iiecde no more spell ; 
Thelf w'.'is so wanton and so wood, 

(Hut now' I trow’e can better good,) 

She mought ne gang on tlie greeiie. 

Wif. l.et be, as may be, that is past : 

That is to come, let t* forecast : 

Now' tell us what tliou hast seciie. 

Tho. It was upon a holiday, 

, Wheifc slioiiheardes groomes ban leave to ]ilaye 
' 1 cast to goe a shooting. 

I Long w'aiidriiig up and dow'ne the land, 

I Willi bowe and bolts in cither hand, 
j For birds in buslics tooting, 

'At length w'ithiii an Yvie todde, 

; (There shrouded was the little Chid) 
i I heard u busie bustling. 

: I bent Illy bolt against the bush, 

'Listening if any thing did riishe, 

1 ^ But then heard no more rustling ; 

Tho, iieeping close into the thicke, 

Might sec the moving of some quicke, 

VVhosc shape apjieared not; 

But w’ere it faerie, feend, or snake, 

My courage enrnd it to awake, 

. And manfully thereat sliotte. 
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With thut sprong fortli a naked swayiic 
W'ith 8m)tted wingca, like Peacocks trayno, 
And langliing lope to a tree ; 

His gylden quiver at his hacke, 

And silver bowe, which was but slackc, 
Which lightly he bent at me : 

That seeing, 1 levclde agaiiie 
And sliolt at him with might and maine, 
As thicke as it had hayled. * 

So long 1 shott, that al was s^wnt ; 

Tho piimie stones 1 hastly hent 
And threw c ; but nought availed : 

He was so wimble and so Avight, 

From bough to bough he Icpped light, 

And oft the ])uniies latched. 

Thercw'ith atlrayd, 1 ranne aw'ay ; 

Hut he, that eafst scemil but to playe, 

A shaft in earnest snatched, ^ 

And hit me running in the heelc : 

For then 1 little smart did fccle, 


Hut soone it s»)re encreased ; 

And noAV it ranekleth more and more, 

! And iiiAvardly it festreth sore, 

I No wote 1 how to cease it. 

■ Wit. Tliomalin, J pittic tliy plight, 
Penlic A\ith Love thou diddest liglit; 

• 1 knoAv hi A by a token ; 

For once T heard my father say, 

I Hmv he him caught u])ou a day, 

I ^Vliereof he wil be Avroken) ^ 

, Kntangled in a fowling o***", 
j Which he for carrion (.'rsiAves had set 
I That in our Pecrc-tree haunted: 
]Tho sayd, he Avas a Avinged lad, 

I Hut bflwc and shafts as then none had, 
Els had he sore be dauntcdlf 
Hut see, the Welkin thicks apace, 

' And stouping l*hcbus stec*pes Ids face : 
I Yts time to hast us homcAvard. 

i 


« AA'ILl.YES EMRLI.MK. 

To be H'Itte, and eke to love, 

Is graunted scarce to Uods above, 

TIIOMALINS E>yM.KMK. * 

Of Hotffi and of Guide in lore there is stoic; 
The lion ye is mac/t, but the Guide is iiioiv. 


GLOSSK. 


Tins iERlogue seometh nomcwbal to tP'W'Uible 
that same of Theoentns, wbcri'iii l-lie hoy likewise 
tcIliiiR the old mtui, that he had shut at u winged 
Ik).v in n tree, was hy hyni warned to beware of 
uiiHchicfc to eomc. 

Oivi irent, overgone, 

Al&jfje, to lessen or ass wage. 

To ifiiell, to aliate. • 

MV/Juf, the skic. 

The sicoUoic, which bird useth to \tc counted the 
messenger, and as it were, the forcrnnqcr, of 
b]>riiigc. 

Flat a, the Goddiwc of flow’rcs, but indede fas 
Miith Tacitus) a famous harlot, which, with the 
iihiise of lier ImkIj having gotten great nt%es, 
mailc the iieoplc of Home her he) re ; who, in re- ’ 
incmbraniice of so great bencticeiice, apixiiiited a 
yearely feste for the nienionall of her, calling her, 
not as sliti was, nor as some doc think, Aiufroiitca, 
hut Fhnt ; iiiukiiig her the Goddessc of flonres, and 
doing yerel) to her solrmne socrlflce. 

Jfaias tmieer, that is, the ideosauiit field, or ra- 
ther tho Muye hushes. Main is a Goddes.so. and 1 
the mother of Mcrciirie, m honour ef whome the ■ 
moneth of Muye Is of her name so called, as sayth ' 
Mourobius. , 

lattice, the name of some country lassc. i 

Aseamce. askewe, or asquint. j 

For-ttuj, therefore. 1 

Lethe, is a lake m hell, which the Poetes coll the ’ 
lake of forgetfulnes. For Lethe siguifloth forget- 


fulncs. Wherein the soulcs being dipped did forget 
the cures of their former lyfc. S 3 o that hy love 
skeinng in Leihe lake, he meaneth he was almost 
forgolteii, and out of knowledge, hy reiL.>(>Ti of 
w iuters hardnesse, when all pleasures, os it were, 
blcepe and wcore outc of miiide. 

Axsotte, to dote. 

J/is slomlter. To hreakc Loves slomlicr is to exer- 
cise the delightes of l,ove, and Aiantou pleasures, 

Wintjes of purple, so is he fewued of the Poetes. 

For Ills, he luiitatcth Virgift verse. 

‘ Est mihi namquo domi pater, est iiijiista no- 
A’erca, ic.' 

A dell, a hole in the groniid. 

Fpelf, is a kiude of vcrHi*or charmc, that in elder 
tymes tliey used often to sa) over every thing that 
they would have preserved, as the Niglitsiicl for 
tiieeves, and the woodspcll. And herehence, I 
thinke, Ip named the gospel, ns it w'ore Gods spell, 
or worde. And so sayth Chaucer, LiAeneth Lord- 
lugs to my spell. 

Gang, goe. 

yric ioihle, a thicke bush. 

Sieaine, a Iwy c : For so is he described of the 
Poetes to be a boye, s. alway ch freshc and lustie : 
blindfolded, because he maketli no ditTerence of 
personages : wytli divers coloured wiuges, s. fnl of 
flying fancies : with bowe and arrow, that is, with 
glaunce of beuutye, w'hich prycketh as a forked 
arro we. He is sayd also to have shafts, some leaden. 
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some golden : that is, both pleosnie for the gracions 
and loved, and aorow for the lover that ia diadayn- 
ed or foraaken. lint who liate more at large to be- 
hold Cupids coloius and furniture, let him rcade 
ether Propertius, or Moschns his Idyllion of wmq- 
ed loWy being now moat excellently translated 
Into Latlne, by the eiiiguler learned man Angelua 
Polltianiis: whych worko I hnve*seeiic, amongst 
other of thya Poets doings, very wel translate 
also into Englislie liyuios. 

Wimble and mghte, QuickC and deliver. 

In the heel% is very poetically stioken, and not 
without speciall judgement. For 1 remember that 
in Homer it is aayd of Thetis, that slice tooke lier 
young iMibe Achilles, being ncwely home, and, 
holding him by the heele, dip}ied him In the llivcr 
of Styx. The vertne whennif la, to defend and 
keepe the bodyee washed therein from any mortall 
wound. So Acmllcs Ixiing waidied al over, save 
onely his hcle, by which his mother held, was in 
the rest invulnerable : therfore by Poria was feyned 


Hereby is meant, that all the delights of Love, 
wherein wanton yonth walloweth, Ixj but follyc 
mixt with bittcmcaae, and sorow sawced with 
rciientaunce. For besides that the very affection 
of Love it aelfc tormenteth the mynde, and vexeth 
the body many waye^ With unreatfulneaw all 
night, and wcairines air day, stHiking for that we 
cannot have, and fyuding tliat we would not have : 


to liee shotte with a poysoned arrowc in the hede, 
whiles he was busie about the maryingof Polyxena 
in the Temple of Apollo : which mystlcoll fable 
Euatathina unfolding sayth : that by wounding in 
the hele is meant luatfnll love. For from the heele 
(os say the best Phisitions) to the prcvic partes 
there passe i^crtaiiic veinesaiid slender aynewes, oa 
also the like come from the head, and ore cgrrycci 
lyke little pypes behynd the eores : so that (as 
saytfi Hiixicrates) yf those veyiies there be cut a- 
Bonder, the partic straighte liecommeth cold and 
unfruiteful. Which reason our Poete wel weigh- 
ing, inaketh this shepheards boye of purpose to be 
wounded by Love in tlic heele. 

Latched, caught. 

Witileu, revtngcd. 

Fm once: In this tale issette out the almplicityc 
of shepheards opinion of IjOvc. 

Stouping Phoebus, is a Periphrads of the aunne 
setting. 

# 


even the scife things which Igwt before us lyked, 
in course of time, and channg of ryper yenrea, 
whichc also therewithal! chaungeth our wonted 
lyking and foniier fantasies, will then seeme loth- 
aomc, and breede ua annoyaunce, when yougthea 
flowre 18 withered, and we fyndc our bodyes and 
wits nunswfrr not to suchc vaync jollitie and lust- 
full plcauinnco. 


APRIL. 


iBGLOGA QUARTA. AJICUMENT. 

Tbis ^‘Eglogue is purposely intended to the honor andprayse of oiir most gracious sovereigne, Queene Fit- 
zabeth. The spealers hei eui be llobbmolt and Thenott, tiro khvpheni des : the which llobtnnoll, being before 
mentioned greatly to have loved Cohn, ts here set forth mote lamely, complayning him of lhat bones great 
misadventure tn /.oee; whereby his mynd was almiaie and wilhdratce.i not onely from him, who nioste 
loved him, but also from all former deltgfdes and studies, as well tn pleasaunt pyping.as conning 
tyming and singing, and other his laudable exercises. Whereby he take^ occasion, for proof e of his 
more excellencie and skill in poeti le, to records a songe, which (he say l Colin sometime made tn honor 
cf Aer Mcgestie, whom abruptely he termeth Elysa. 


Tiienot. 


« Ho 1 (KIN(M.L. 


The. Ikli. me, good Ilobbinoll, what garres 
thee greete ? [y tonic ? 

What? hath some Wolfe thy tender ’Lambes 

Or is thy Hagpype broke, that soundes so 
svveete ? 

Or art thou of thy loved lasse forlurne ? 

Or bene tliiuc eyes attempred to the'yeore, 
Quenching the gasping furrowes thirst with 
rayne? 

Like April shoure so stremes the trickling teares 
Adowne thy cheeke, to qucnche thy i^ristye 
payne. 

Hob. . Nor thys, nor that, so muche dooth 
* make m*e moume, [deare, 

But for the ladde, whome long I lovd so 


Non c loves a lasse that all his love doth scorne . 
lie, idongd in payne, his tressed locks dooth 
•' ti'are. 

Shcpheiirds delights he dooth them all for- 
Kweare; 

Ilys pleasaunt Pipe, whych made us meri- 
merit, 

I He wylfully hath broke, and doth forbeare 
Ills wonted songs, wherein he all outwent. 

I foi* a Iia<ide you so lament ? 

! Ys love such pinching payne to them that 
prove? 

And hath he skill to make so excellent. 

Yet hath so little skill to brydle love? 
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Nofi. Colin thou kenst, the Soiithenie shcp- 
heardes boye ; ^ [darte : 

Him Love hath wounded with a deadly 
Whilome on him was all my care and j(»ye, 
Forcing with gyl'ts to winiic his wanton heart. 

But now from me hys madding myiid is startc, 
And woes the Widdowcs daughter of the 
glenne ; • 

So nowefayre Rosalind hath breddc hys smart. 
So now his frend is chaungcd for & frcnnc. 

The. But if hys ditties bene fo trimly dight, 
1 pray thee, Hobbinoll, recordc some one. 
The whiles our llockes do graze about in sight. 
And we close shrowded in thys shade alone. 

Hoh. Contented 1 : then, will I singe his layc 
Of fayre Klisu, (jueciie of shepheardes allj 
Which once he mode as by a spring he laye, 
And tuned it unto the Waters fall. 

‘Ye dayntye Nj^'niphs, tliat in this blessed 
Doe bathe your brest^ [brooke 

Forsake your watry bowres, ^md bother looke, 
At my rotpicst : 

And eke you Virgins, that on Parnasse dwell. 
Whence Howeth llelicon, the levned well, 
Ilclpe me to blaze 
Her Avorthy praise, 

Which in her sexe doth all exccll. 

* Of fayre Elisa be your silver song, 

I’hat blessed Avight, 

The fioAvre »»f Virgins : may shoe florteh long 
In ;)rin(K!ly plight ! 

For shcc is Syrinx daughter without spotte. 
Which Pan, the shepheanls (iod, of her begot . 
So sprung her grace 
Of heavenly race, ^ 

No mortall bl'emislic may her blotte. 

‘ Sec, Avhore she sits upon the grassic greeno, 
(O seomely sight !) • ' 

Yclad in Scnrlot, like a mayden Queenc, 

And ermines aa bite : 

Upon her head a Cremesin coninet, % 
With Daiuoskc roses and Dad'adillics set: 

Bay leaves bet aa cone. 

And primroses greene, 

(Embellish the sAvcetc Violet. 


* 1 sawe Pheebus thrust out his golden hedde. 
Upon her to gaze : [spredde. 

But, when he suAve how broade her beames did 
It did him amaze. 

He blusht to see another Sunne belowe, 

Nc durst againe his fyrye face out showe : 

J^ct him. is he dare, 
llis brightnesse compare 
With hers, to have the overthrowe. 

‘SHcAve thysolfc, Cynthia, with tliy silver rayes. 
And be not abasht : 

When shcc the beames of her beaut}' displayes, 
O, how art thou dasht ! 

But I AA’ill not match herAvith Ijatonacs seede. 
Such follie i^at sorow to Nipbe did breede : 
XoAv she is a stone, 

And makes dayly mone, 

Warning all other to take heedc. 

‘ Pan may be proud that ever he begot 
Such a Bcllibone ; 

And Syiinx rejoyse that OA’cr was her lot 
To benro such an one. 

S»HHic as my younglings cryen for the dam 
To her Avill*! offer i^niilkAvhite Lamb : 

3hec is my goddessi plaine. 

And I her shepherds swayne, 

Albee forsAvonck and forswatt I am. 

‘ r see Calliope speede her to the place. 

Where my Goddesse shines ; 

And after her the oth^ Muses trace. 

With their Violines. [benre. 

Bene thev not Bay braunches which they do, 
All for Elisa in her hand to AA’earc ? 

So sAveetely they play, 

Aud sing all the Avay^ 

'I'hat it tt heaven is to'hcarc. 

‘ Lo! hoAV finely the Graces can it footc 
To the Instrument : 

They dauncen defHy, aud Angeii soote, 
in their meriment. 

Wants not a fourth Grace, to make the daunce 
CA'en ? 

Let that roAvme to my Lady be yeven : 

She shal be a Grace, 

To fyll the fourth place. 

And reigne Avith the rest in heaAeii. 


‘ Tell me, IniA’e ye scene her aiigelick face. 
Like Pliojbe fayre V 

Her heavenly haveour, her princely grace. 

Can you well compare? 

Tlie Kedde rose medled with the White yfere. 
In either chceko depeincten lively chcrc : 

Her modest eye. 

Her Majestie, 

Where have you seeiie the like but there? 


‘And Avhither rennes this bevic of Badics bright, 
Baunged in a roAvcV 

They bene all I.adyes of the lake behight. 
That unto her gi>c. 

Chloris, that is the chiefest Nymph of all, 

Of Olive braunches beares a Coronall : 

Olives bene for peace. 

When wars doe surcease : 
iSuch for a Princesse bene piincipalL 
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‘ Ye shepheards daughters, that dwell on the 
gmne, 

Hye you there apace : 

Let none come there but that Virgins bene, 

To adorne her grace : 

And, when you come whereas shec is in place, 
See that your rudenesse doc not*3'ou disgrace : 
Binde your fillets fastc, 

And gird in your waste. 

For more lin|*iessc, with a tawdric lace. • 

‘Bring hether the Pinckc and purple (3ullambinc, 
With Gelliflowrcs; 

Bring Oironations, aud Sops in wine, 

Worne of Paramourcs : 

Strowe me the ground with Daffadowndillies, 
And Cowslips, and Kingcups, aud loved Lillies : 
The pretie Pawce, 

And the Ghevisaimce, 

Shall match with the fayre tlowrc Del ice. 


‘Now ryse up, Elisa, decked as thou art 
i In ro^’all nray ; 

' And now ye daintie Damsells may depart 
Eche one her way. 

I feare 1 have troubled your troupes to longe: 
Let dame Elisii thanke you for her song : 

And if 1 oil come hether * 

When bam.sines I gether, 

I wilf part thorn all you among.’ 

' The. And wa.- thilk same song of Colins 
owne making V 

Ah, fuulisli Hoy ! that is with love yblent : 

' Great pittie is, he be in such taking. 

For naught caren that bene so leu dly bent. 

TJviK Sicker 1 hold him fur a greater fun, 

That loves the thing he cannot purcliase. 

But let us hiy'icward, for night draweth on, 
And twincling starres the daylight hence 
chase. 


TIIKNtlTa EMlU.K^Iif. 

0 qufim ie memorvm Vtryo ! * 

HOnR^NUJ.H EMUI.KMK 

O tka certe ! ** 


GLOSSE. 


Gart thee greele, causc^i thee wcepc and couiplaiu. 

Forfonie, left and forsaken. 

Attempt «/ to the yeare, agmiablc to tho season of 
the yeare, that is Aprill, which inoneth is most 
bent to sboures and seasonable raync : to iiueiich, 
that is, to del aye the drought, caused througli dry- 
nessc of March wyndes. 

Ttu FMitde, Cohn Clont. 

The Lime, Itosalinda. 

Tretsed locks, wrethed and curlwl. 

Is he for a ladde / a straiiiigc manner of speak- 
ing, s. what mancAif Ladde is he ? 

To mate, to nine and versif j e. For in this woni, 
making, 0111 olde Englishe Poetes uerc wont to 
comprehend all the skil of i’oetric, according to 
the Grceke woorde iroteli', to make, whence coiu- 
meth the name of Poetes. 

Cohn thou kenst, knowest. Sccineth hereby that 
Colin perteyneth to some Southern nobleman, and 
perhaps in Surrye or Kent, the rather bicausc he 
BO often nometh the Kentish dowiies, and before, 
As lythe ah tasse of Kent. 

The Widames, He cullcth Rosalind the Widowes 
daughter of the glennc, that is, of a country Iloin- 
let or borough, which I thinke i.i rather 8 »iyde to 
colonrc and concele the person, then simply spoken. 
For it is well knowen. even in spighte of Colin 
aud Hobbmoll, tha^ shce is a Ocntlcwoman of no 
mekne house, nor endeu jd with anye vnlgorc and 
common gifts, both of nature and manners : but 
Buohe indeede, as needc nether Colin be ashamed 
to have her m«de knowne by his versos, nor Hob- 


binol Ix! grevod, that so she should be coinmciidcil 
; to iiniA,)rtnliti(‘ for her rare and singular vertuos : 
I Hficcinlly deM*r\'iiig it no lesse, then eyther M\ rto 
I the most excellent Po^tc Theocritus his dcorling, 
or Lauretta the di\ine Pctrarches Ooddesse, or 
Hiiiirra the uorthje Poete Stersiehnrus hys idol ; 
' upon whom lie is »a> d so much to have doted, that, 
I in regai-cl ot her cxcclkncie, he scorned and wrote 
against the beauty of Helena. For which his prw- 
bumptiions and nnhcedic hanliuesbc, he issayde by 
, vengeaunce of the Gisis, thereat being offended, to 
I liavc just both Ins eics. 

Ftenne, a struunger. The word, I thinke, was 
first poetically put, and afterwoi'dc used ill common 
cnstoiiie of s])eur)i tor forcnc. 

' Vight, adorned. 

“wiigc, os Roundelaycs and Virelaj es. 

Ill all thi>, honge is not tq lie n*s|)eeted, what the 
worthinesse of her Majestie dcserveth, nor wliat t# 
the liighiies of a Prince is agreeable, but uhat is 
mo^ comely for the mnancsse of a sliephcnrd 
' /■‘*n«*ive, or to utter. And therefura 

, liecalleth her Elisa, as thniiigh rudenesse triiH 
piug in her name ; and a shcphconls daughter, it 
iieiiig very unlit, tliat a shcplieards Uiy, brought 
up in the slieiH'fold, should know, or over seine to 
have heiinl of, a Qneenes roialty. 

J e dmntte, is, as it were, an Exordium ad pt\mar- 
andos amimts. 


Kirfiriwj, tlie nine Muses, daughters of ApoHo 
and Memorle, whose almde the Poets faiue to lie 
on Parnassus, a hill in Groce, for that In that 
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counti’ye specially florished the honor of all ex- 
cellent studies. 

Uehcon is both the name of a fountalne at the 
footc of Parnassus, and also of a moiintcine In Bieo- 
tia, out of vrhlch floweth the famous spring Casta- 
liuB, dedicate also to the Muses : of Avhich spring it 
is sayd, that, when Pegasus the winged horse of Per- 
seus (whereby is meant fame and Hying renowme) 
strookc the growndc with his hoofe, sodcnly there- 
out sprangi' a wel of mostc clearc and plcasm:yitc 
water, which fro thenceforth was consecrate to 
the Muses and Ladies of learning. 

lour silver song, seemeth to imitate the like in 
Hesiodus apyvptou pcAov* 
tijfrtnv is the name of a Nymphe of Arcadic, 
W’hom when Pan being in love pursued, she, flying 
from him, of the Gods was turned into a reede. 
So that Pan catehing at the Reedes, in stede of the 
Damoscll, and puffing hal'd, (for he was almost 
out of wind,) with hjs breath made the Reedes to 
pype ; which he SL^ing, tookc of thorn, and, in re- 
nieinbraunce of his lost love, mode^iim a pyfie 
thereof. But here by Pan and Syrinx is not to boc 
thougbtc, that the shepheardc siinplye incante 
those Poeticall God|| : but rather supposing (as 
seemeth) her graces progeinc to lie divine and ini- 
mortall (so as the Pa>nims were wont to judge 
of all Kingcs and Princes, accorditag to Uonicres 
eaying, 

' 6vpb( Se ficyaf iom btorpe<|ieo( 

* Tcpii A* tK ivri, i^iAci jc c pijricra Zev«/) 

could devise no parents in his lodgement so worthy 
for lior, as Pan the shcpchcards GtKl, and his best 
beloved Syrinx. So that by Pun is here meant 
the most famous and victorious king, her high- 
ncssc Father, late of worthy memorj e, K. Uenry 
the c>ght. And by that name, oftymes (as liere- 
after appLOxeth) be noted kings and mighty Po- 
tentates : And in some place (’hrist hinibelfe, who 
is the verye Pan and god of Shephcardca. 

Cremosin coronet, he deviM'th her crowne to bo 
of the finest and most delicate flo^^er^, instcdc of 
lierles and jirecious stones^? wherewith Princes. 
Diademcs use to liee adorned and embost. 
Kmbclhsh, bcaiitifye and set out. 

1‘h^te, the Moonc, whom the I’oets faiiic to be 
sister unto Phmbus, that is, the Suniie. * 
MetUed, mingled. 

y/ere, together. By the mingling of the Rcdde 
rose and the White iS meant the uniting of tlie 
two principall houses of Lancaster and Yorke : by 
wlioBC longe discord and deadly debate this realm 
many yeares was sore travelled, and almost cleuiic 
decayed. Til the fumoiis Henry the seventh, of 
tiio lino of Lancaster, taking to wife the most ver- 
tuouB Prlnccsse Elisnliuth. daughter to the fourth 
Rdw'ord of the house of Yorke, begat the most 
royal Henry the eyght oforesayde, in whom was 
the first union of the Whyte rose and i^hc Redde. 

Calliope, one of the nine Muses : to whonie they 
assigne the honor of all Poeticall Invention, and 
the llrste glorye of the Heroical verse. Other sny, 
that shee Is the Goddesse of Rethorlck ; but by 
Virile It isiiiaiiiresti*, that they in> stake the tliyng. 
For there, in hys Epigrams, that arte someth to bo 
attributed to Folymiila, saying, 
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* Signat onneta manu, loquiturquc Folymnla 
gestu.’ 

Which seemeth specially to be meant of Action, 
and elocution, both special partes of Rethorlck : 
besyde that her name, which (os some construe it) 
imjiorteth great remembraunce, coiiteineth ano- 
tlicr port : but I holde rather with them, w hicli call 
hcrPolymnia,oiePol}hymnia,of her good singing. 

Bay branches, be the signe of honor and \ ictory, 
and therfoTC of mighty Conquerors worn in theyr 
triumphes, and eke of famous Poets, as soith Pe- 
trarcli in hys Sonets, 

* Arbor vlttoriosa triomphale, 

‘ Honor d’ Imperadori et di Pooti,’ &c. 

The (r/'acc« be three sisters, the daughters of Jupi- 
ter, (whose names are Aglaia, Thalia, Euphrosyne ; 
and Homer onely added a fourth, s. Pasithca) 
otherwise called Chnrites, that is. Chankes : whom 
the Poetes fejned to be the Goddesses of all boun- 
tie and comclincs, which therefore (as sayth Thco- 
dontius) they make three, to wete, that men first 
ought to be gracious and bountifull to other freely ; 
then to receive benefits at other mens hands cur- 
teoubly ; and thirdly, to requite them thankfully ; 
which are three sundry Actions in liberalitye. 
And Boccace saith, that they be painted naked (as 
they were indeeile on the tonibeof C. Julius Cteear) 
the one having her backe toward ns, and her face 
fromYArde, as procecdrjg from us ; the other two 
toward us. noting double rhauke to be due to us 
for the benefit wo have done. 

Beffly, finely c and nimbly. 

Soote, sweete. 

Menment, mirth. 

Retie, a bcavic of lodyes. Is spoken figuratively 
for a company , or trou)ie : ahe temic is taken of 
Lorkes. For they say a Bevie of Lnrkes, even as a 
Covey of Partridge, or an eye of Pheasaunts. 

Ladyes of the lake be Ny mphes. For it was an 
oldc opinion amongste the Auiicieiit Heathen, that 
of every spring and fountainc was a goddesse the 
iSoveraigne. Whichc opinion stiickc in the niyndes 
of men not nianye yeares sithence, by ineanes of 
certaiii hue fablers, and lowd lycrs, such as were 
the Authors of King Arthure the great, and such 
like, who tell many an unlawfiill leasing of the 
Lodyes of the Lake, that is, tl^ Nymphes. For 
the word Nymplie in Greekc, siguifiuth Well water, 
or otluTw IRC, a Spouse or Bry de. 

Behi'/ht, called or named. 

Clous, the name of a Nymph, and signifieth 
greeiics.'e; of whome is sayd, that Zephyrus, the 
Westeme wind, being in love with her, and covet- 
ing her to wyfe, gave her for a dow rie the chiefe- 
dome and soveraigntye of al flow res, and greeiie 
herbes, growing on earth. 

Olives Mir, The Olive was wont to be ^e ensiguc 
of Peiu’e and quietnesse, eyther for tliat it cannot 
lie planted and pruned, and so oiin*fnlly looked to 
os it ought, but in time of peace ; or els for that 
the Olive tree, they soy, will not growe neore the 
Firre tree, which is dedicate to Mors the God of 
battuile, and used most for spearcs, and otha in- 
struments of warre. Whereuppon is finely feigned, 
that when Neptune and Minerva strove for the 
naming of the citie of Athens. Neptune striking 
the ground with his mace caused a horse to come 
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forth, that imporleth warre, but at Minervoes I iMtonaes seede. Whs Apollo and Diana. Whom, 
stroke sprong out au Olive, to note that it should when as Niolx* the Wife of Ampliion scorned. In 
be a nurse of learning, and such peoueuble studies. i rcspoct of the noble fniict of her wombe, namely 
Binde ffour, spoken rudely, and according to ' her seven «oniies, and so ninny daughters, ijitona, 
diepheardes simplicityc. • btung therewith displeased, eomniaimded her sonnu 

Bring, all these be names of flowers. Sopa tu ' Phrrbus to slea nl the sonnra, and Diana all tlio 
wine, a flowre in colour much like to a Coronation, danghtein : whereat the unfortunate Kiobe being 
but differing in smcl and quanti^vc. Ffoiere dehce, sore dismayed, uml lamenting out of measure, ufis 
that which they use to niisterine flowre deluce, feigned ot the Poetes to lx* tunied into a stone, 
being in TiOtine called Flos delifiaritm. unon the sepulchre ot lier children : for which 

A Jiellibone, or a Ixniiliell, homely spoken for a cimse the shepheanl sayth, ho will not oompare 
fiiyre mayt^^ or Bonilnssc. , her to them, for fcare of like misfortune. 

/(UfffwoMA;,aRd/of’xw<7//,overlal)Otircdandsunnc- Now rise, is the conclusion. For, having so 
burnt. _ decked her with praysc'4 and comparisons, he re- 

/ saw Phtebua, the siiiinc. A sensible narration, tunieth all the tluiiick of liys laboiii'c to the excel- 
aiid present view of the thing mentioned, which lencie of her Majestie. 

they call irafmvtria. H7ie» Damsins, A base reward ot a clownish 

Cynthia, the Moone, so called of Cynthua a hyll, giver, 
whore she ^vaS^honourcd. Vblent, Y is a poeticall addition ; blent, blinded. 

KMBLEME. ^ 

This Poesye is taken out otVirgile, and there of | out in great admiration, (0 giiam te tnemorem 
him need in the person of ^Eiieas to his mother Vc ] vm/o‘) bLMiig otherwise iinhable, then by soddoin 
nns, appearing to him iiilikciieHscofoncoCDiunaea ■ silence, to expresse theworthiuesse of hiscoiiceipt. 
damosells : being there most divinely set forth. To j Whom Thenot answereth \Ath ancthcr part of the 
which similitude of divinitic Hobbinoll, compar- j like verse, ns confirming by bis grauiit and ap> 
ing the cxcelency of Elisa, and iieiiig. through the ! provaiince, tli.it Elisa is no whit iiiferiour to tlic 
worthyncs of Colins song, as it were, overcome ! Mniostie of her, of whomo that Poetu so boldly 
with the hugencsbo of ^is imagination, brusteth { pronounced 0 dea cetie. 

t 


MAYE. 

t iEGLOGA QUINTA. ARGUMENT. 

IN this /l/U .Fglogue, under the persons of Uco shepheanbl^ Pter% and Palinodie, be represented two formes 
<j(f pitsloures or Alinistei s, or the Protestant and the Catholigue' whose thief e tulke standeth tn reasonmtf, 
whether the li/e of the one must be hie the other: with whom havnitf shewed, that it is daungeivus to 
matnleme any felowahip, or give too much credit to their colourable and feyned good trill, he telleth hint 
a tale <tf thefoxe, that, by such a counterpoynt of craftmes, deceived and devoured the credulous kidde. 

P.^r.iNoiiK. Pii:itsa 

Palinode. Is not thilke the mery muncth of, Pal. Sicker tlii.s inorrowe, lui longer ogoc, 
When 1ove-la(b masken in fresh aray ? [ May, I sawe a sliole of .shejichcardes oiitf^c 
How falles it, then, wc no merrier bene, Witli singing, and shouting, and jolly cliere; 
Ylike os others, girt in gawdy greeiic ? Before them yode a Iii.^ty Tubrere, * 

Our bloiicket liveryes bene all to .siidde That to the many a Ilonio-pype plavd, [ mavd. 

For thilke same season, when all is j'cladd tVliereto they duiiuceii, eohe one with his 

With plcasaiincc: the grownd with grassc. To sec those iolkes make such jovysauiicc 

the Woods [buds. ! Made niy heart after the pvpe iu Jaiiiice : ’ 

With greeiie leaves, the bushes with bloosiiiiiig ; Tho to the greene WikxI ihcy .s|K'eden hem all 
Yougwes folke now flocken in every where, To Ictchen tioiiic May with their inusicall: * 
To gatlftr May biis-kcts and sraelfing hrere: Aiul home they bringen in a royoll throii& 
And home they hasten the postes to dight, Crowned as king : and his f^iieene attune 
And ail the Kirkc piUours eare day light. Was Jjady Flora, on whom did attend 
With Hawthorne buds, and swete Eglantine, A fayre ilwko of Faeries, and n fresh bond 
And girlonds of roses, and .Sopiis in wine. Of lovely Nymphs. (O that I were there 

huch merimake holy Saints doth queme, To helpen the l.Adyc8 their Maybush beara *) 

Butweheresittenrsdrowndinadremt. Ah! Piers, bene not thy teeth on edge to 
Piers. For Younkers, Palinode, such follies thinke [swlnck ? 

But we tway bene men of elder witt. f fltt^ - How great sport they gayuen with little 
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Pier». Perdie, so fam; am I from envie, Put through this, and other their miscreaunce 
That their foiulnesse inly I pitie : They maken many a wrong chevisauncc, 

Those faytours little rcgarden their chaige, Ilcaf>ing up waves of welth and woo, 

While they, letting their aheepernnne at large. The floddes whereof shall them overilowc 
Passen their time, that should be sparely spent, iSike mens follie I cannot compare 
In lustihede and wanton mcryment. [steddc,| Ih^ttcr then to the AfKis fblish care, 

Thilke same bene shepeheardcs for the DeviLs That is so cnarvoured of her young one. 

That playen while their Hockes be unfedde : (And yet, God wote, such cause hath she none) 
Well is it seenc tlieyr sheepe bene not ^eir That with her hard hold, and straight cm> 
owne, ' ^ bracing, 

That letten them runno at randon alone ; She stoppeth the breath of her yoftigling. 

But tliey bene hyred for little pay So often times, when as good is meant. 

Of other, that caren as little as they Evil ensueth of wrong entent. 

What fallen the flockc, so they han the fleece. The time was once, and may againe retonie. 
And get all the gayne, paying but a peccc. (For ought may happen, that hath bene be- 
I muse, wW account both these will make ; fornc) • 

The one for the hire which he doth take. When shcpcheards had none inheritaunce. 

And thother for leaving his Lords taske, [aske. Nc of land, nor fee in sutteraunce. 

When great Pan account of shcpelierdes shall But what might arise of the bare sheepe, 

PclI. Sicker, now I ace thou speakest of (Were it more or lesse) which they did kecfic. 
spight, Well vwis was it with shepheards thoe : 

All for thou lackesV somedclc their delight. Nought having, nought feared they to forgoe ; 
I I am) had rather be envied, For Pan himsclfe was their inherilaunce. 

All were it of my foe, then fon^y pitied : And little them served for their mayntenauncc. 

And yet, if iieede wore, pitied would be, The shepheards God sr» wcl them guided. 

Bather then other should scome at me : Thatjof nought they w'eiry unprovided; 

For pittied is misliappe that nas ilAnedie, Butter enoiiglt, bonVe, inilke, and whay. 

But scorned bene detlca of fond foolerie. And their fi(»eko8 fleeces them to araye : 

What slioulden shepheards other things tend, But tract ol time, and long prosperitie, 

Then, sith their God his good does them send, < That nource of vice, this of insolencic, 

Beapen the fruitc thereof, that is pleasure, {Lulled the shepheatds in such securitie, 

The while they here liven at case and IcnsureV.That, not content with lofall obeysaunce. 

For, when they bene dead, their good i.‘F ygoc*, ■ Some gan to gape for greedie governaunce, 
They sl^epen ni rest well as other moe ; And match them selfe with mighty |)otentates, 
TIio with them wends what they spent in cost, Lovers of Lordship, and troublers of staU‘s. 
But what they left behind them is lost. Tho gan shephcarils swaines to looke aloft, 

Good is no good, but if it be spend ; And leave to live hard, and learne to ligge 

G(k 1 giveth good for nom^other end. soft : 

Pkrs Ah ! Pnlinodic, thou art a worldcs Tho, under colour of shepcheards, somewhile 
childe: There crept in Wolves, ful of fraude, and 

Who touches Pitch, mought needes bedcflldc; That often devoured their owje sheepe, [guile, 
But shcpiieanls (as Algrind used to say)* And often the shepheards that did hem kce', e : 

Mought not live ylike as men of the laye. This was the first soiirse of shepheards sorowe, 

With them it sits to care for their heire. That now nill be quittwith Iwiile nor borrowe. 
Enauntcr their heritage doc impaire. [ auiibe. Pal. Three thinges to beare bene very bur- 
They must provide for meuncs of mainten- denous. 

And* to continue their wont countenauiice : But the fourtli to forbearo is outragious ; 

But shepheard must walke another way, Wemen, that of Lo\ os longing once lust, 

Sike worldly sovenance he must ftirsay*. Hardly fqrbearen, but have it they inust: 

The sonne of his loines why should he regard 'So when choler is inflamed with ra^. 

To leave enriohed with that he hath spard V Wanting revenge, is hard to asswoge : 

Should not thilke God, that gave him that And w'ho can counsell a thristie soule, 

goorl, With patier;ce to forbearc the oRreil bowle ? 

Kke cherish his child, if in his w'a\'es he stood V But of all burdens, that a man can beare, 

For if be mislivc in Icudnes and lust, Most is, a fooles talke to beare and to heare. 

Little bootes all the welth and the trust, 1 wene the Gcaunt has not such a weight, 
That his fattier left by inheritaunce : That hemes on his shoulders the heavens 

All will be soone wasted with inisguvernaunce ; height. 
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Thou findest fatillc where li}e to he found. |*Thy father, had he lived thia day, 

And buildest strong warkc upon a weake To see the braiinche of liis IxMly cfisplaic, 

ground : How would he have joye<l at t his swcete sight ! 

Thou raylcst on, right withoiiten reason, But ah ! false Fortune such joy did him spight, 
And blamest hem much for small cncheason. And cnite of hys dtiyos with untimely woe, 

How shouldcn shepheardcs live, if not so ? Betraying him into tl>e traines of hys foe. 

What ! should they pynoii ii^payne and woe? Now I, a waylfiill widdowc l)ehigh^ » 

Navi say I therctoj b^’ my deare* borrowe, Of my old age have this one delight. 

If I may rest, I nill live in sorrowc. Tasec thee succeede in thy fathers stcade, 

SoiTo’we uc needc be hastened on, ^ And florish in dowres of lusty-hcail : 

For he wil come, without calling, anonc. For even so thy father his head upheld, 

While times enduren of tranquillitie, And so his hauty Inirnes did he weld.’ 

Useii we freely our felicitie ; Tho marking him with melting cj'es, 

For, when approchen the stormic stowres, A thrilling thnihhe from her hart did aryse, 
We nionght with our shoulders beare of the And interriipt(‘d all her other speacho 

shaiqi^howres ; With some old sorowe that made a newe 

And, sooth to sayne, nought seemeth sike breachc : 

strife, Seemed shec sawe in the younglings face 

That shepheardcs so witen cch others life. The old liifeameiit.s of his fathers grace. 

And layen her faults the w<irld beforno. At last her soleiii silence she broke, 

The while their foes done cache of hem scome. And gan his ncwc-biidded beard to stroke. 

Ijct none mislike of that may not be ineiideil : ‘ Kiddie, (ipioth slice) tlAm kenst the great 
So contcck soone by eonconl nioiiglit be end<‘d. ! cai c 

Piers. Shepheard, I list none accordaimce I have of thy^icaUh and thy welfare, 

make [sake: Which many wyld liea'^tes liggeii m waitc 

With shepheard th^tMoes the right npiy for- For to entrap m* thy tender state ; 

And of the twainc, if choice were to me, ' But most^vhe Foxe, maistcr of colhisiuii : 

Had lover my foe then iiiy freend he be; 'For he has voned thy last confiisimi. 

For what concord han light and darke sam ? jFor-thy, my Kiddie, be mid by mee. 

Or what peace has the Lion with the fiiimbe V And never give trust to his trecherec: 

8uch faitors, when their false harts bene hidde, v\nd, if he chaunee come when I am almiudc, 
Will doc ns did th® Foxe by the Kidde. ' Sperre the yate fast for feare of fraude . 

Pal. Now, Piers, of Iclowship, tell ii*» that Ne ftr all his w’orst, nor for his best, 
saying : [straying. Open the dore at his rciiuest.’ 

For the lladde can keepc both our llockesVrom .So schooled the Gate her wanton sonne, 
Piirs. Thilkc same Kidde (as 1 can ivell That answerd his mother, all slionhl be done. 
Was tog very foolish and unwise ; [<lei ise) Tho went the pensile Daiiimc out of dore. 

For on a tyme, in Sommer season. And chaunst to stonible at the threshold Hons: 

The Gate her dame, that had good reason. Her stumbling -stepiKJ some what her amazed, 

Vode lorth abroadc unto the greenc wood, (For such, as signes of ill luck, bene dis- 
To bronze, or pky, or what shec thought gootl ; ^ praised ;) 

But, for she had a motherly care Yefforth slice yode, thereat halfc aghast : 

Of her } oiiiig sonne, and wit to beware, And Kiddie the dore sperred after her fust. 

Slice set her youngling before her knee. It was not long, after slice was gone, 

'I'hat w'as both fresh and lovely to sec, ffiit the false Foxe came to the dore aiione : 

And full of favour as kidde mought be. Not as a Foxe, for then he had be kend, 

His Vellet head began to slioote out. But all as a poore ^dler he did wend, 

And his wreathed homes gan newiy sprout: Bearing a tnissc of try tics at hys backe, 

Tlie blossomes of lust to bud did ^'giniie. As bells, and babes, and glasses, in hys packc : 
And sprftig forth ranckly under liis chinne. A Biggen he liad got about his brayne, 

‘My Sonne,' (quoth she and with that gan For in Ids head peace he felt a sore payne: 

weepe. His hinder lieele was wrapt in a clout, 

For carcfiill thoughts in her heart did creepe) For with great cold he had gotte the gout. 

‘ God blessc thee, poore Orphaue ! as he There at the dore he cast me downe hys pack, 
mought me, And layd him downe, and groned, ‘Alack! 

And send thee joy of thy jollitee. Alack ! 

Thy father,’ (that word she spake with payne, All, dcare Lord ! and sweete Saint Charitee ! 
For a sigh Im nigh rent her heart in twaine) (That some good body woulde once pitie mee V 
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Well heard Kiddie al this sore constraint, | After his chere the Pedler can chat, 

And Icugd to know the cause of his complaint:; And tell many lesingcs of this and that, 

Tho, creeping close behind tlic Wickets clink, And how he could shewe many a fine knack : 
Prevelie he peejKsd out through a chinck, ; Tho shewed his ware and opened his pauke, 

Yet not so previlie but the Foxc him sjiyed ; , All save a bell, which he left behind 
For deceitfull meaning is double eyed. I In the basket for the Kidde to fynd : 

‘Ah, good young maistcr!’ (then gan heWhichwhenthc^idde stooped dowiic to catch, 
cryc) 'He popt him in, and his basket did latch : 

‘ Jesus bl&sse that sw'cctc face I espye, j Ne stayed he once the dorc to make last, 

And kceiHiyoiircorpse from the carefullstounds Hut raime awayc with him in all hast, [hyde. 
That in my carrion carcas abounds.* lloiAe M’hen'the doubtfull Damidb hatl her 

The Kidd, pittying hys heavinesse, She moughi see the (lore stand open w> de. 

Asked the cause of his great distres-so, All agast, lowdly she gan t.i call 

And also who, and whence that he were? Her Kidde ; but he nould answere at all : 

Tho he, that had well ycond his lere, Tho on the flore she saw the merchuundisc 

Thus medled his talke with many a tearc : Of which her soune had sette to,deere a prise 

‘ Sickc, sicke, alas ! and little lack of dead, What helpe? her Kidde slice kuewc well was 

Hut I be relieveil by your beastlvhcad. gone : 

] am a poore shee|ie, albe my coto.ire domie, Sheew'eeped and wayled, and made great mone. 
For with long travuile I am brent iu the sonne : ; Such end had the Kidde, lor he nould Avanied 
And, if that my (irandsirc me sayd be true, i Of craft, coloured w ith simplicitie : [be 

Sicker, I am verv srbbc to you : * And such end, perdie, docs all hem rcmaync. 

So be your goodlilioad doe not disdaync That of such falsers freendship bene fayiie. 

The base kinretl of »o simple swtiine. Pal. Truly. I’lers. thou art beside thy wit, 

Of mercye and favour, then, 1 you pray Furthest fro the inarke, weening it ti» hit. 

With your ayd to fore-stall my neere decay. * Now, J, pray thee, lette-np^ thy tale borrowe 
'i'ho* out of his packe a ghis^ lieAioke, For our Sir John, to say to morrowc 

Whcicin while Kiddie iinwarcs did lookc. At the Kcrke, wdieu it is holliday ; 

He w'as .*io enamored uith the newell. Forw'cll he ineancs, but little can say. 

'I’hat nought he deemed deare for the jewell: But, and if foxes bene so craJty as so, 

Tho opened he the dore, and in eanic Much neeileth all shepheards hem to knowc. 

The mse Foxe, us he were starke lame : Pitrs^ Of their falshodtv more could 1 re- 

His tayle he clapt beti\ixt his legs tiiuytje, j count. 

Lest he should be dc.scried by his trayne. ; Hut now the bright Sunne gynneth to dismount; 

Being vitliiii, the Kidde made liiiii ginnl glee, ' And, for the dcawie night now doth live. 

All for the love of the glas.se he did sec. j 1 hoKl it best for us home to hye. 

^ I'ALINOUES KMDLKMK. 

Hue fici' airiOTOC airiVTci. 

UlS kMULEMK. j 

Tis S' opa niaris dni'ar^*; 

GLOSSE. 

nMe, this same moneth. It is applycnl to the , going in groat companies, arc say. 1 e to swimiue in 
Boasoii of the moiicth, when all mcniic delight { nsliole. 
them solves with pleasaunce of flcldes, and gardens, j rode, wegt. 

and garments. 1 Joe^ssaunee, Joye. • 

Jiloneiet hveriea, gray coates. | iiwmcL, labour. 

. Yclad, arrayed, Y redoniidcth, os before. ; Jnlff, entirely. 

Jn evetTf Khere, tL strauiige, yet proper kind of 1 /(lytouM, vagabonds, 
speaking. Ortat I'an, is Ubritt, the very God of all shep- 

nusieU, a diminutive, a. little bushes of hau- heards, which callcth himselfe the greate, and 
thonie. (food shepherd. The name is most rightly (me- 

K»-le, church. I thinkcs) applyed to him ; lor Pun signiheth all, or 

Queme, please. I omnipotent, which is onuly the Lord Jesus. And 

A sAofe, a multitude, taken of flslic, whereof some, I by that name (as 1 rcmeniberj he is called of Kuse. 
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blM, In his llfte l)ookc he Preparai. Emng , who 
thereof telleth a proiMjr storj’o to that purpoRc. 
Which Btory is first rccordc'd of IMutiircli, in his 
booke of the ccasini; of Ortwlos : and of i nvetcrc 
trandated, In his booke of walkintf spriKhtcs ; wlio 
saj'thjthat about the same time that our Lord suf- 
fered his most bitter passion, for the redemtion 
of man, certein passengeTs saj'li^ from Italy to 
Cyprus, and passing by certainc nes called Paxm, 
heard a voyce calling alowde Thamiis, Thamus ! 
(now Thnmiis was the name of an iRg^-ptian, 
which was Pilote of the ship) who, giving oaro to 
the cry, wag^idden, when he came to PaloA's, to 
tel that the great ]*nn was dead : which he doubt- 
ing to doe, jet for that M'hcn he came to Palodcs, 
there sodeiiily was such a calme of wiiide, that the 
shippe stoode still in the sea iinmc-ved, he was 
forced to cry alowd, that Pan was dead : where- 
withal! there A^shcanl suche piteous outcryes, 
and droadfull shriking, as hath not bene the like. 
By whych Pan, though of some lie understoode 
the great Satanas, whose kingdome at that time 
was by Christ conqueivd, the gates of hell broken 
up, and death by death delivered to etemall death, 
(for at tluit time, as he sayth, all Oracles sur- 
ceased, and enchaunted spirits, that were wont to 
delude the people, thenceforth held thej r iieace :) 
and also at the demaund of the Emiicroiirc Tibe- 
rius, who that Pan should lie, aiiswere was mode 
him by the wisest and ^t learned, that it was 
the Boune of Mercurientiin Penelope : jet I (iliinke 
it more proiicrly meant of the death of (Hinst, 
the onely and very Pnn, tlien suffering for his 
flock. 

I as I am, soemeth to imitate the common 
proverb, Mahm tnvtdere mthi omnes, quam miaei-es- 
eei'e. 

Eag is a syncope, for ne has, or has not: ns nould 
for would not. 

Tho with them doth imitate the Epitn]ihe of the 
rj'otons king Sardanapalns, which ho caused to 
be written on his toinbe in Grecko : which verses 
be thus translated by Tullic. 

‘ Heec habui qiue edi, qoiequc exatnrata libido 

* Hausit, at ilia nianent multa ac pnuclnra re- 

beta.’ 

Which may thus^ turned into English. 

‘ All that I cate did I joye, and all that I greedily 

gorged: 

* As for those many goodly matters left I for 

others.’ 

Much like the Epitaph of a good olde Erie of De- 
vonshire, which though much more wisedomc be- 
wraieth then Sardanapalus, yet hath a smackc of 
hlsseusuall delights and benstllncsse : the rymes 
be these :• 

‘Ho, ho! who lies here? 

‘ I the good Earle of Devonsherc, 

‘ And Maulde my wife that was fnl dcore : 

* We lived together Iv, ycarc*. 

‘ That we spent, we had : 

‘ Tliat wc gave, we have : 

‘ That M'e lefte, we lost.’ 

4)(frind, the name of a shepheard. 


ifen of the lag. Laymen. 

Knaunter, least that. 

Sovenaunce, rcmctnbraunce. 

Miscreaume, draiicire, or misbeliefe. 

ChevisauMce, soiiietiiiie ot Chaucer used for gaine : 
sometime of other for spoj le. or bootie, or enter- 
prise, and sometime for chiefdome. 

Pan himselfe, God : acc'onling as is sayd in Deii- 
ternnomie, Tliat, m division of the Iniidc of Cnnaant 
to the tribe of Lovie no portion of heritage should 
lieesfnllotted, for God himselfe was their hiheri- 
tauncc. 

Some (ran, meant of the Pope, and his Antichris- 
tian prelates, which usurpe a tyriuinicol dominion 
in the Chiirchc, and with Peters couiiterfet kejes 
open a wide gate to al wickednesse and insolent 
government. Nought here s|)oken, os of purpose 
to deny fatherly rule and govemnunoc (ns some 
lualiciously of lute liavo dune, to the great unreste 
and hiiideruiincc of the Chiirchc) but to displnje 
the pride and disorder of such, ns, in steede of feod- 
mg their shmie, iiideinie feedc of thejr slieepe. 

Sourse, jvmspring and onginall. 

Jtof^-iire, pledge nr snertie. 

7’Ae Ueauute is the grente Atlas, whom the poctes 
feign to l)c a huge genunb, tliit beiireth Heaven on 
his shoulders : lieing indeede n inervcilous highe 
mouiitainc m ^iiuritaiiiu, tliat now is Darbnrie, 
jvhich, to imms seeming, jierceth the cloudes, and 
secmieth to touch the heavens. Other thmke, and 
they not amisse, that this fable was meant of one 
Atlas kingk^f the same countrye, (of whome may 
liee, that that hil hud his denomination) brother to 
Prometheus, who (ns the Greckes suy ) did first fynd 
out the hidden courses of the stiirres, by itii excel- 
lent imagination : wherefore the poetes feigned, 
that he siisteyniHl the firmament on hys shouliiers : 
Dlanv other conjectures iietHlulessc lie told hereof. 

Wqghe, woiikc. 

Encheason, ennse, occasion. 

heare hoivie, tlint is our Saviour, the common 
pledge of nil mens debts to dentil. 

Wpten, blame. 

Nought seemelh, is iinseemely. 

Contect, strife, contention. 

//«’, theyr, os usetf, Chaucer. 

//an, for have. 

Sam, together. 

T||iis tale is much like to that in ASsnps fables, 
but the Catastrophe and end is farre differeut. Bj 
the Kidde may lie understoode tho simple sortc of 
the faythfull and true Christians. By hj-s dume 
flHirlste, that hath alremlie with cnrcfiill wntclie- 
words (as heere doth the goto) warned her little 
ones, to beware of such doubling deceit. By tho 
Foxe, the false and fnitlilesse P.'ipistes. to whom 
is no credit to be given, nor fclowshipiie to be 
used. 

77ie Oate, the Gote : Northcmcly spoken, to tunic 
O into A. 

Yode, went : afforesnyd. 

^ set, a figure called Pictio, which nseth to attri- 
bute ronsoiinble actions and speoches to unreiwon- 
able creatures. 

The bloosnus of lusi, Ije the yong and mosaic 
heara, which then lieglnne to sprmite and shootc 
zoorth, when liistfull lioatc beginneth to kindle. 

And with, n very poetical vados. 



JUNE. 


Orphane, a yoiinKling or pupill, that needcth a 
Tutour and govemour. 

TIuit word, a pnthotlcnll parenthesis, to cncrcaso 
a caref nil hyperbaton. 

The brauneh, of the fathers body, is the child. 

For emt to. Alluded to the saying of Andmninche 
to Asennius in Vlrgile. 

• Sic oculos, sic ille manus, sic ora ferebat.* 

A thnllintf throb, a percing sighe. 
lye. 

Maisler of coUntion, s. coloured guile, liecauso 
the Foxe, of ol bensts, is most wily mid crafty. 

Sperre the yate, shut the dore. 

For tilth, tiic gotes stom tiling is here noted ns an 
evill signe. The like to be markcMi in all histones : 
end that not the lea^to of the liOrde Hustingiios In 
King Ilychnrdc tlie ttiird his dayes. For. beside 
his daiiiigerons dn>aiiio (wliiclu* was a shrewde 
pmphecie of his mislin)! that folowcil) it is sayd, 
that in the morning, r.\ ding toward tower of 
London, there to sitte uppon matters of counsell, 
his hoi-se stoinbled twlse or thrise by the way : 
which, of some, tluit rydiiig with him in his com- 
pany uerc privie t<i hfs ncere dcstenie, was secretly 
marked, and afU‘rwai‘d noted for memorie of his 
great misluip that ensewed. Fordieiiig then os 
nierye as man might be, and least douliting any 
raortall daunger, he Avas, within two howres after, 
of the Tyranne put to a shnmefiiU deathe. 

At bellet, by such trifles are noted, <*0 rcliques 
ond ragges of popish superstition, which put no 
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smal religion in Belles, and Babies, s. Idoles, and 
glasses, s. Faxes, and such lyke trumperies. 

Ureat raid, for they Imast much of their outward 
INiticnce. and voliintari e snfferauiicc, us a wtn-ke 
of merite iind holy hninlilene>4ie. 

SireeleS. Vhantie, I'hu Cutholiqucs common othe, 
and onely siieache, to have charitie alwayes in 
their month, and bometime in their outuard Ac- 
tions, but never nlwanlly in fayth and godly zeole. 

C7o/r/lv,a keyhole. Whose diminutive is clicket, 
used of Chancer for a Key. 

i^oiimls, flttcs : aforesuydo. 

Jilt lere, his lesson. ‘A 

Milled, mingled. 

Jlestlthead, agreeing to the person of a beast. 

Sibbe, of kinne. 

Jfeieelt, a newe thing. 

Toforettall, to pnevent. 

Glee, chere ; aiforcsnvdc. ^ 

Jieai ea pm e, his lyfe which he lost for those toyes. 

Such eude, is an Epiphoneina, or rather the moral 
of the whole talc, whose purpose is to warne the 
protestaiint beware, how he giveth credit to the 
unfaytlifull Gutholicpie; wherctf we have dnyly 
proofes BUfllciont, but one inobtc famous of all 
practised of late j earcs in Frounce, by Charles the 
n3'nth. 

Fayne, gladdc or desyrons. 

Our tir John, a Popishe priest. A saying fit foi 
the groacnesse of a shepheard, but spoken to taunte 
luileamed Priestes. t % 

JHtnmint, desc.ende or set. 

Nye, draweth iiere. 


EMBLEME. 

Both these Emblemes make one w’hole Hoxa- Piers thereto strongly roplyoth with an other pecce 
metre. The first spoken of Palinodic, us 111 re- , of the same verse, saying, in his fonner fable, 
pr«x:he of them that lie distrustful!, is a pe|po of j W'hat fayth then is there 111 the faythlesse ? For if 
Theognis verse, intending, that who doth most mis- fiiyth lie the ground of religion, which fayth they 
trust is meat false. For such exp«>rience in falshod duyly false, what hold is then there of theyr reli- 
breedeth iiiistriist in the myiid, tliiiikiiig no lease , gion ? And thys is all that they saye. 
gnile to lurke in others then in liriaselfe. But 1 


JUNE. 

.aSOLOGA SeXTA. ARGUMENT. 


Tats Aiglogve it wholly vowed to the complayning of Colmt til tuccetie in hit love. For being (at it qfore^ 
Mid) mAt, loured of a country latte, Rotalind.mnd having (as teemeth) founde place in her heart, he 
lamentelh to his deare frend Ifobbinoll, that he is noire forsaken unfaithfully, and in hit steede 
Menaleas, another shejiheard, received disloyalty. And this is the whole Ai'gument of this „Fgloyue. 


Houbinul. Colin Clout. 

Hob. Lo! Collin, here the place whose plesRunt .The BramWebush, where Byrds of evgry kynd*.- 


syto 

From other sliades hath weand my 
Tell me, what wants me here to-worke de- 
Ivte? 

The simple ayre, the gentle warbling wynde, 
Ho calinc, so coohs as no where else I fynde : 
The graosyc ground with daintye Daysics 
digHt, 


[myndc; To the waters fall their tunes attemper right, 
wandringj CoL () happy Tlobbinoll! I blo.s8ethy .state. 
That Paradise hast founde whych' Adam 
lost : 

Here wander may thv flocke, early or late, 
Withoiiten dreade ot^Wolv»*8 to bene ytost: 
Thy lovely layes here mayst thou Aeelt 
boate. 
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But I, unhappy man ! wliom criicll fate 
And angry GodH pursue from coste to coatc, 
Can nowhere fynd to shroude my lucklcBse 
pate. 

lloh. Then, if by me thou list advised be, 
Forsake the soyle thnt so dotli tliee bewitch: 
Leave me those Inlles where hjarbrough nis to 
see, 


I saw'e Calliope wyth Muses moe, 

Soone as thy oaten ]>ype began to sound. 
Theyr yvory Lu> Is and Tamhiirius forgoe, 
And* Ircnn 'lhe ' fountaine, where they sAt 
around, 

Renne after liastely thy silver sound ; 

But, Avlien they came where thou thv skill 
didst showe, [found 


Nor holy-bush, nor brere, nor winding witchet.Tliev drewe abacke, as halfe with shame con- 
And to the dales resort, where shepheardsl Sluf^dmard to see them in theyr art outgoe. 


ritelifj 


Cd. Of Muses, ITobbinol. I conne no skill, 


And fniict lull flocks, bene everywhere Jo daughters of the hyghest Jove, 

Here no night- ravcncs lodge, more black then r» 

pitche, 

Nor elvish ghosts, nor gastlj' owles doe flee. 

But frcndly Faeries, met with many (iraces, 

And light fomc Nymphes, can chace the ling- 
ring Night 

With Ileydagiii es, and triml}' trodden traces, 

\Yiul8t svstefs nyne, which dwell on I'amasse 
hight, 


And holrien scorne of homely shepheards 
quill : 

For sith 1 heard that Pan with Phoebus strove. 
Which him to much rebuke and Uaungcr 
drove, 

1 never lyst presume to ]*amasse hyll, 

But, pypiiiff'lowe in shade of lowlv gnive, 

I play to please m 3 ^selfe, all be it ill. 

, I Nought weigh I who mv song doth prayse or 

Doe make tliem musick for their more delight: | blame, * ‘ 

And Pan hnuselfe, to kW their ehristall Xc strive to wyine renownc, or passe the rest: 

r l.Fi.rlil- • I I I S . ^ 


faces, 


Will pype and daunc^ when Plimbe sliineth 
Such pierlesse pleasures have we in theseplaces. 


[ bright : 1 With shepheard sittes not Ibilowc living fume, 
Plimbe sliineth I Dm iVede his tlocke in fields where falls hem 


bes: 


•sL 

m. Ami I, wbvl,t youth and course ,rf' I wnto >>»'>««'"g>h«nd™dd^ 


carel(>s8c yecres. 

Did let me w'alke withouteii lincks of love, 
in such delights did jo^’ amongst my ])eeres : 
But ryper age such^jileasures doth reprove : 
My faiicyc eke from former follies move 
To stayed steps ; for time in passing weares, 
(As garments doen, which >vexen old above,) 
And draweth newe delightes with hoary 
heares. 

Tho couth I sing of love, and tune ray pype 
Unto iii,y filaintive pleas in verses made : 

Tho woiild I seeke for Queene-applea unr^'^pe. 
To give my Bonlind ; and in Summer shade 
Dight gaudy (airlonds was my common trad^ 
To crowne her golden locks : but yeeres more 
Type, 


The fytter the^" my carefiill case to frame ; 
Em»ugh i^ me to paint out my unrest. 

And jioore my piteous plaints out in the same. 

The God of shepheards, Tityrus, is dead, 
Who^auglit me homely, ns I can. to make; 
lie, w'hilst he lived, was the sovernigne head 
Of shepheards nil that hone w'itli love ytake: 
Well couth lie w'ayle liis Woes, and lightly 
slake [bredd. 

The fiames which love w'ithin his heart hatl 
And tell us merv tdles to keepe us w'akc. 

The w'liilc our sheepc about us safcl}' fedde. 

Nowe dead he is, and h’cth wrapt in load, 

(O ! wlij' should Death on lij'in such outrage 
show'c V) 

^d all liys passing skil with him is fledde, 
liic fame whereof doth dayly greater growe. 
But, if on me some little (Irops would flowe 
Of that the spring was in his learned hedde, 

1 soone would learne these w'oods to wnyle my 
woe, [shedde. 

And teaclie the trees their trickling tcares to 


And losse of her, whose love as lyfe I wayd, 

Those w'earj' wanton toyes aw'ay dyd wj'pe, 

Hd). Colin, to heare tin* rynies and rounde- 
laves, [singe. 

Which Kioii wert wont on w'astfuB liylla <0 
1 more delight then larke in .Sommer da^'est 
Whose Echo made the neyghbour groves to [Then should my plaints, causd of discurtesee, 
ring* [spring' As messengers bi this my painfull plight, 

And taught the bvrds, which in the lower, Flj'e to my love, wdierc ever that she bee, 

Did shroade in shady leaves from 80003 *^ ni^'es, j And pierce her heart with poA'iit of worth* 
Frame to thy songe their cherefiil cheripiiig, | wight, 

0/ .hold the3'r peace, for shame of thy swetei As shee deserves that wrought so deadly spight. 
layes. {And thou, Mcnalcas, that by trecheree 
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ycmjs. 
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Didst uiidcrfon;; my lassc to wexc so light, 
Shouldest well be knowne for such thy 
villoDce. 


That she the truest shepheanls hart made 
I bleede, 

That lyves on earth, and loved her most dere. 


But since I am not as T wish I were, 

Ye gentle Shepheards, which your flocks do 
feede, 

Whctlier on bylls, or dales, or other where, 

Beare witnesse all of thys so wicked decd%: 

And tell the lasse, whose flowre is woxe a 
weede. 

And faultlesse fayth is turned to faithlcsso 
fere, 


ITob, O, carefull Colin ! I lament thy ease; 
Thy tcares would make the hardest flint to flowe! 
Ah, faithlesse Rosalind and voide of grace., 
That art the roote of all iliis ruthfiill woe! 

But now is time, I gessc, homeward to goe : 
Then ryse, ye bless^ Flocks, and home apace, 
Least night, with stealing slep|1(‘s doe voii 
forsloe, [triuH*. 

I And wett your tender Lambes that by you 


OOI.INS RMnLKMK. 

Gm speme Kpenta. 


GLOSSE. 


sitiintinn and #)lnce. 

A Paradise in Grecke.signiticth a Gar- 
den of plciisurc, or place of deIiKlits< he com- 
parcth the soile, wheriii Holiinnoll made his alKwle, 
to that cartlil^ runwhse, in scripture called Edf^n, 
herein Adam in his first creation was placi'd: | 
nhich ol the most learned is thougipt to be in 
Me8o]Kitamia, the most fertile iilcitsaiinte coiiiitrj' ^ 
in the world (as maj nppenre by Diodorus Sycnlus 
description of it, in tlie histone of Alexundcnrs 
conquest thereof,) l>iiig bctMCcne the two famous 
Iljvcts, (which aresayd in scriptiirc to Howe out 
of Paradise) Tjjms and EnphraU's, w licreot it is 
so denominate. • 

Fortai e the eoyle. This i'- no Pc K'tical fl<-tion, but 
niifejncv.ly spoken of the Poele wife, wlio ftir 
KpeciHll uccasion of private affain's, (as T have 
time partly of liimwlfo infoniicd) and for ins 
more pn'feimeiit, removing out ol tlic Xorthparts. 
came into the South, os Uolibiiioll iiulmlc oilvised 
him prii ately. • 

TlnntehyUes, that Is in the North connti^e, where 
he dwelt. 

.V/*, IS not. 

The Iktlee. The Soiithpnrtes, whci’e he nowe 
ab>detli, which thongho they Ite full of hyllcb tuid 
wooilcs (for Kent is very h.yllye and wisidje; luid 
therefore so called, for Kaiitnh in the Saxons tongue 
slgnifloth yvcKidie,) jot in n-siiecte of the North- 
partes they b<* calhsl dales. For indcdc the North 
Is conntiHl the higher couiitryc. 

Xtijht Itarvns, &c. By such hatefnll byrdes, hoe 
meaneth all misfortunes (w hereof thej lx* tokens) 
flying every where. 

FreniUy /aeries. The opinion of Faeries and 
elfes Is very old, and jet stlckcth yery religiously 
in the mymles of some. But to roote that rnneke 
n)iinion of Klfes onto of mens hearts, the truth is, 
tliut there lx: nosuch thingcs.nor j'et the shadoyycs 
of the things, but onely by a sort of bald Friers 
and knavish shavelings *4> feigned ; which us in nil 
other tilings, so in that, soiighte to noiisell the 
oommon people in igiioraunce, least, being once 
acquainted with the truth of things, they woulde 


in tj'me smell out the untruth of theyr pocked 
pelfe, and Mnseermie religion. But the sooth is, 
that when all Italj yvas distriiicteinto thcFotfi^ions 
of the Guelfcs and the Giliehns, lieing two famous 
hoii'^'s in Florence, the name Ix^n through their 
grentinxischiefes and many •iitrages. to be so odious, 
or rutlier drcadfull, in the iieojilcs enres. that, if 
tlieyr cliildrcn at any time were frowimle and 
wanton, they would say to th(‘m tliiit the Gnelfe 
, or the Gilieline came. Which words now’e from 
' them (as many things els) fie come into onr nenge 
and, for Oiiclfes and Gilx'lines. w’e say Elfes and 
Goblins. No otherwise thffl the Freni'hnien used 
to say of that Millannt captain, the yery scourge 
of Frannce, the 1 orde Thalbot, afteryvard Erie of 
I Shreyvslmry, yvhose noblo'sse hretl such a terronr in 
the )|(‘art^ of the I'Ycnch, tliat oft times even great 
aiinich yvere defuictcil and put to flj ght at the onelj 
hi'anng of hj’s nunie. In soniuch that the French 
wenien. to affray tiieyr clijldim, would tell tliein 
tliat the Talbot conniieth. 

Manif Graces, though there be indeede but thn*e 
Graces or Charites (os afore i® sayd) or at the ut- 
most I Hit fonre, jet, in res)iect#f many gjftes of 
Ixiimtj' there may be sajdemnre. AndBoMiisn;ii8 
sajth, that in Heroes ey’ther eje there sat a hun- 
dred Gv.'ice*.. And, by that aiithoritje. thjs same 
I 1‘oete, in his Pngeiiunts, saith ‘An hundred Graces 
i on her ejelidde sate,’ iic. 

\ J/eyiicffHies, A country dannee or royvnd. The 
conceipt is, tlint the Graces and Nymphes doe 
duiince unto the Muses and Pan his musicke all 
night by Moonelight. To signifie the pleasaunt- 
nesHc of tile sojie. • 

Fecres. Equalles, and feloyv Bhe))hoards. 
Queue-apples unripe, imitating Virgils verse. 

j ‘ Ipse ego cana legani tenera Imiiiglne mala.’ 

I Neujhhour groves, astrauuge phrase in English, 
. but word for w'ord expressing the Latine nema 
nemora. 

1 Spring, not of water, but of j-onng trees springing. 
! Valhope, afforesaj’de. Thys staffe is full of verie 
poetical invention. 


IT H 
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Tamburines, an cddc kind of instrument, which 
of some is supposed to be the Clarion. 

Pan VBith Phtebus^ the tale is well knowne, howc 
that Fan and Apollo, striving for ex(%llcncye in 
musicke, chose Midas for their jiuigc. Who, lieing 
corrupt^ wy th partial! affection, gave the vicioryo 
to Pan undeserved : for w'hich Flurbiis sctte a 
payre of Asses cares upon h 38 hcat>- &c. 

T^tyt ut. That by IMtyrus is meant Chancer, hath 
bene already sufficiently saydo ; and by th^'s more 
plasme aitpeareth, that he sayth, he tolde merje 
tales. Such a be hys Canterbnrle talcs, ivhofli he 
calleth the God of Poctes for hjs excellcncie ; so ns 


Tullle cnilcth Lentiilus, Deum viIcb sues, s. the God 
of hys life. 

To make, to versifie. 

O why, A pretye Epanorthnsis, or correction. 

/harurtesie ; he nicaneth the falsenesse of his 
lover llosalinde, who forsaking hym hadde chosen 
another. 

Povnte of icorthy wife, the pricke of deserved blaiye, 
j Mena Iras, the name of a shepheardc in Virgile ; 

! but ^ere is meant a person nnktiowne and secrete, 
I against whonic he often bitterly invaveth . 

' UntierfoMqe, iindcrm^ue, and deceive b> false 
suggestion. 


KMHLEME. 

You remember that in the fyrst iBglogne Colins > hofie, that was, is eleane extinguished and turned 
Poeaie was Anehora speme : for that as then tliere j into desiiej re, he reiioimceth all comfort, and hope 
was hojie of favour to lie found in tynic. lint now'e of goodni'sse to come : w'hich is all the meaning of 
being cleanc lorlorne and rejected of her, ns whose I thys Kinbleme. 

C 


JULYE. 


.35GLOOA SEPTIMA. ABGUMENT. 

This Aiglogue ts made tn the hononr and conmendaUon of good shepekteardes. and to the shame and 
dupt'ayse of pypme and ambitious l*%duurs: Such as Mon'ell %s here tnutgined to bee. 


Tjiomai.ix. 

77<o. Is not tliilke same a ffoteheard prowile, 
That sittes on yonder baiicke. 

Whose straying hea^d them selfe doth shnnvde 
Kmong the biisliS raiicke V 
Mur. What, ho! thou jollye shephennU 
Come lip the hyll to me ; [swayne, 

Better is then the loivlv playne, 

Als fur thv tlocke and thee. 

Tfiom. Ah 1 (lod shield, man, that I should 
And learne to luoke alofie; f clime, 

This reede is ryfe, that oftentime 
Great clymbers fall uiisofb. 

Tn humble' dole^is footinfr fast, 

The trode is not so tickle : 

And tlioii^h one fall through lieedlesse hast, 
Yet is liis misse not mickle. 

And now the Sonne hath reared up 
His fyerie-footod tome. 

Making his way betweene the Cuppe 
And {golden i)iadenie : 

The raranant Lyon hunts he fast, • 

With nog{i^'nf noysome breath, 

Whose balefull barking bringes in bast 
Pyne, plagues, and dreejy ileath, 

Agaynst his critell scortching heate, 

Where hast thou coverture ? 

The wastefull hylls unto his threate 
Is a playne overture. 

But, if th^ lust to holden chat 
With se^y diepberds swayne. 


Morkki.l. 

(kime downe, and leame the little what, 

That Thomalin can sayne. 

Mor. Syker, thous but a laesie loord, 

And rekes much of thy swinck, 

That %i 111 fond termes, and witlcsse words, 

To lilcre mine eyes iloest thinke. 

In evill houre thou hentest in bond 
Thus holy liyllcs to blame. 

For sacred unto saints they stond, 

And of them han^lieyr iiame. 

St. Michels Mount who docs not know, 

That wardes the Westernc coste V 
And of St. Brigets bowrc, I trow, 

A^l Kent can rightly boastc : 

And they that con of Muses skill 
Saync most-Avliot, that they dwell 
(As gotcheard^! wont) upon a' liill, 

Beside a Icarnc'd well. 

And wunned not the great God Ban 
Upon mount Olivet, 

Feeding the blessed flocke of Dan, 

Which dyd himsclfe beget ? 

Thom. O blessed sliecpc I 0 sheplicard gi'Cttt.' 

That bought his flcK^kc so dcare, 

And them did save with bloiidy sivear 
From Wolves that w'ouUl them teare. 

Mor. Besyde, as holy fathers sayne, 

There is a liyllye place. 

Where 'J’jtaii ryseth from the mayne 
'I’o reime hys dayly race, 
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Upon whose toppe the stanes bene stayed, 
And all the skie doth leane ; 

There is the cave where Phoebe layed 
The shepheard Ion;; to dreame, 

Whilome there used shepheards all 
To feedc theyr flocks at will, 

Till by his foly one did fall, 

That all the’ rest did spill. 

And, sithens shepheardes bene forsa 3 *d * 
From places of dclijrht, 

For-thy I weene thou be affraj'd 
To clime this hilles lieij'ht. 

Of Sjmah can I tell thee more, 

And of our Ladyes bowre ; 

But little needes to strow niy store, 

Suffice this hill of our. j 

Here han the h(»lv Fauncs recourse. 

And Syl vanes haunten rathe ; 

Here has the salt Medway his sonrsc. 

Wherein the Nymphea doe bathe ; 

The salt Medwa}', that trickling stremis 
Adowne the dialA of Kent, 

Till wiUi his elder brother Themis 
llis brackish waves be mcynl. 

Here growes Melampodc every where. 

And Teribinth, pood for Ootes : 

The one my madding kiddes to snlire, 

The next to heale theyr throtes. 

Hereto, the hills bene nigher heven, 

And thence the passage othe ; 

As well can prove the piercing levin, 

'I'liat seeldomc fallcs bynctlic. 

TAom. Syker, thou speakes Ij'ke a ^ewde' 
Of Hraven to demen so ; [lorrell,j 

How be I am but rude and borrcll, 

Yet nearer wayes I knowe. 

To Kerke the naire, from (iod more fane, 

Has bene an old-say d 8 %\ve, 

And he, that strives to touch a starre, 

Oft stombles at a strawe. 

Alsoone may shepheard clymbe to skye ,• 
That leades in loudy dales. 

As (ioteherd prow’d, that, sitting hjT, 

Upon the Mountainc sayles. 

My seely sheepe like well belowe, 

Thej' neede not Melampode : 

For they bene hale enough, I trowc, 

And liken theyr abode ; 

Blit, if they with thy Gotes should yede. 
They soone myght be corrupted, 

Or lUce not of the frowie fede, 

Or with tlie weedes be glutted. , 

The hylls where dwelled holy saints 
I reverence and adore : 

Not for themselfe, but for the sayncts 
Which han be dead of yore. 

And nowe they bene to heaven forewent, 
Theyr good is with tliem goe ; 


Theyr sample onely to us lent. 

That als we mought doe soe. 

Shepheards they weren of the best. 

And lived in lowlye leas : 

And, sith theyr soules bene now at rest. 
Why done we them disease 7 
Such one he was (as 1 ha\'e heard 
Old Algrind often saync) 

That whilome was the first shepheard, 

At^ lived with little gaync : ^ 

And meeke he was, as mee’ke mought be. 
Simple as simple sheepe ; 

Humble, and like in echo degree 
The flocke which he did keepc. 

Often he used of hys keepe 
A sacrifice to bring, • 

Nowe with a Kidde, now' with a sheepe, 

The Altars hallowing. 

So lowted he unto hys Lord, 

Such favour couth he fvnd, 

That sithens never w'as aLhord 
The simple shepheards kynd. 

And such, 1 w'cene, the brethren wrere 
That came from Canaiin : 

The brethren twelve, that kept j^fere 
Tht? flockes of mighty f*an. 

But nothing such thilk shephearde w'ns 
Whom Ida hyll dj'd beare. 

That left hys flocke to fetch a lasse, 

Whose love he bought to deare ; 

For he wras proude, that i|^ wras paj’d, 

(No such mought shephcanls bee) 

And w’ith lew'de lust was overlayd : 

Tway things doen ill agree. 

But shepheard mought be meeke and mylde, 
Well-eyed, ns Argus was. 

With fleshly follj'cs undefyled. 

And Btoute as steede of brasse. 

Sike one (sayd Algrind) Moses w'as. 

That sawe hj's makers face. 

His face, more cleare then CllTistall glnsse 
And spake to him in place. 

This had a brother (his name I knew'e) 

The first of all his cote, 

A shepheard trewe, yet not so true 
As he that earst 1 hote. 

Whilome all these w'ere lowe and lief, 

And loved their flocks to feede ; 

They neve* stroven to be chiefe, , 

And simple was thevr weede : 

But now (thanked be God therefore) 

The world is w’ell amend. 

Their w'cedes bene not so nighly wore 5 
Such simplesse mought theni shend * 
They bene yclad in punde and pall^ 

So hath theyr god them bliat ; 

They reigne and rulen over all, 

And lord it as they list : 

u h2 
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TTTE STTEPITEARD^i CALEA^DER. [l. 177-232. 


Ygyrt with belts of gliticrand gold. 

(Mought they good sheeijeheards bciie ?) 

Theyr Pan theyr bheepe to ijieiii has sold, 

1 sa} c as some have scene. 

For Palinode (if tliou him ken) 

Yode late on Pilgrimage 

To Kome, (if suuli be Komo) and then 
He saw tliiikc niisiisage ; 

For shopehearda (sayd he) there docn leade, 
As Lord^** done other where ; ^ 

Tlieyrsheepe haii cnistca, and tliey tlie bread 
The chippes, and they the eliere : 

They han the fleece, and eke the dosh, 

(O, seely sheepe, the while !) 

Tlie coriic ia theyrs, lot other thresh. 

Their handfcs they may not file. 

They han groat stores aiid thriftye stockes. 
Groat freendos and feeble foes : 

What neede hem caren ftw their flocks, 

Thej r boyes can lookc to those. 

These wisards w'olter in weltlis waves, 
Pampred in pleasures deepc : 

They han fatte kernes, and leany knaves, 
Their fasting flockos to kcopo. 

Hike mister men bcnc|jill inisgone. 

They heapen hyllfcs of wrath ; o 

Sike syrlye shepheards han n e none, 

They keeiien all the path. , 


Mot. Here is a great dealo of good matter 

I Lost for lackc of telling : 

Now, sicker, 1 see thou docst but clatter, 

1 llarme may come of melling. 

Thou medlest more then shall have thanke, 
To wyten shejdieards w’elth : 

When folke bene fat, and riches rancke, ^ 
It is a signe of helth. 

Bi# say me, what is Algrind, he 
That is so oft bynemid ? 

Thom. He is a shepheard great in gree, 

! But hath bene long ypent. 

One daye he sat upon a Indl, 

(As now thou wonkiest me : 

But 1 am taught, by Algrinds ill. 

To love the lowe degree) ; 

For sitting so with bared scalpe, 

An Eagle sored hye, 

That, weei^ng hys whyte head was chalke, 

A shell-fish dow’iie let ft\ e ; 

She weend the shell-tishc to have broke, 

But themAvith bruzd hi^ hrayne ; 

So noAv, astonied with the stroke. 

He lyes in lingring payne. 

3/or, All! good Algrind! his hap Avas ill, 

I But shall be better in time. 

' Xow farnUJl, shepheard, sith thys liyll 
Thou hast such doubt to dim lie 


'J IIOMALINS KMllLI* MK. 
In. medio virtus. 

MdKItl l.I^S KMniiFMK. 
In summo J'mllvitas. 


GLOSSE. 


A Gofeheat'd: by Gotes, in scrypture, lie n»pre* 
■ented the wicked and reprobate, AAhoi<e jiastonr 
also must needcs !;<• such. 

Band, is the Ante of honor. 

Striniing heard, which Aiaiulor out of tlie wnye of 
truth.' 

Als, fur hIso. 

Ctymbe, spoken of Ambition. 

Great clymbers, according to Seneca his verse. 
‘ Decidnnt celsa, graviore lapsus.’ Ahd fe, iniiefi. 

The sotme, A reason Avhy he fefusetli to dwell on 
Mouutuines, liecause there i.- no shelter ogaiiintthe 
scortehing Suune, according to the time of the j'care, 
Avhiciic it the Avhotest monetii of all. * 

The Cupp and Biademe, lie two signes in the 
Firmament, through Avhich the sonne moketh his 
course in the moneth of July. 

Lion, Thys is poetically spoken, as if the Siinnc 
did hunt n Lion with one dogge. 'The meaning 
whereof is, that in July the sonne is in Leo. At 
which time the Dogge sturre, w-hich is called 
Syrins, or Canicula, rdgneth with imm«leiRie 
heate, ciinslng pestilence, drongth, and many dis- 
eases. 


I Oeerture, an open^ilncc. The wonl is borrowed 
j of the Freneh, mid used in good writers. 

; To hoMen chatt, to telke and prate, 
j ^ fooi'de WPS Avont among tlie old Britons to 
sitmihe a Lonle. And therefore tiic Danes, that 
long time usurped theyr Tyraniiie here in Bry- 
tnine, were called, for more dread then dignitie, 
I «Liirdaiies. s. Lotd /Hmes. At wliich time it is 
sayd, that the insoleneic .ind prjde of that nation 
was .so outragious in thjs Hen 'iiie, that if it for- 
tuned a Briton to in* going foer a liridge, and siiwe 
the Dane set fcMite upon the s. me. be mii>te re- 
tfime btocke, till the Dane were cicane omt, or els 
ab}deilic prjee of bis displouMire, AAbicb was no 
les.se then jireseiit death. Hut lieing iifterw'urde 
exjiolled, that name of Lnrdane liecamc so odious 
unto the people, Avhotn they had long oppressed, 
that PA'en at this da5e they use, for more niiroche, 
to call the (Juarlane ague tlie FoAer Lurdanc. 

Bed'S much of thy smnek, counts much of thy 
paynes. 

Weetelesse, not understoodc. 

B. Miehds mount, is a iirumontorle in the West 
part of Knglruid. 
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A hill, FarnoBBns afToresayd. 

Pan, Christ. 

Pan. one trjbc is put for the whole nation, per 
Siinfvdoehen. 

Where Titan, the Sonne. Which story is to be 
reddc in Diodorus Syc. of thchyl Ida ; from whence, 
he snyth, nil night time is to liue scene a inightye 
hre. as if the skye bunittl. wluch toward morning , 
lieginneth to gather into a rownd forme, and thereof 1 
ryaeth the soniie, whomc the Pixites call 'i'lttin. j 

The Shepheard is Krid.Miiion, Avhoni the Hiots 1 
faync to have lienc so l«loved of I'luebe. s. the 
Mooiic, that he wils by her kept asleeiie in a cave 
by the s]Micu of xxx yeares, for to enjoye his com- 
pan>c. 

Tim e, that is. in Paradise, where, through erronr 
of the shoiilieards understanding, he aa>th, that all 
shcphoarils did ih ■ to fettle thejT dix'ks, till ,^>nc, 
(thill IS Adam,) b.v b.\ s foil} e and disoliedieuec,juude 
all the rest of h}'s ufspring be ilcbarred and shuttc 
out irom thence. 

Sjinah, a hill in Arabia, ^\hcrc (iodipppcarcil. 

(tur Ladyea howre, a place of pleasure so called. 

Faunea, or Sylranes be of Poetes feigned to lie 
Gods of the Woodc. 

il/cr/iray, the name* of a Ilvver in Kent, -which, 
running by ItiKihester, incctoth with 'J'lmnic^. 
whom he eulleth his elder brotl»r, both lK*cause 
he is greater, and also falleth sooner into the Sea. 

Meynt, iiiingled 

A/elainpade and Tei elint/i lie hearlK'^ootl to cim* 
diseased Gotes : of thone speaketh idffutuuiie, and 
of thothcr TheiKTitUh. 

Tepfiivdov Tpayiav elnarov axpi'/ioca. 

Xujlier heaven : Kott* the shepheardn simplenesse, 
winch Bupposeth that from the lijllsis nearer waje 
to hen>en. 

Levin, lightning, which he taketh for an^argu- 
ment to prove the nighnes to heaven, liecausc the 
lightning loth eommonl} light on hygh moun- 
tayiies, according to the sa} ing of the Pm'te : 

‘ Feriiintciue sumnios fulminu moiites.’ 

Lorrell, a loscll. 

A barren, a jilaj nc fellow e, 

Furre, iicurer. 

Hale, for hole. 


Ilia keepe, hys cliarge, s. his flocke. 

Lowted, did homnir and reverence. 

The brethren, the tw’clvc sonnes of .lacob, W'hieh 
were shepe-maisters, and lyve«l oiielyc thereupon. 

Whom Ida, Paris, wluch being the sonne of 
PriamuB king of Troy, for his mother Deciilius 
drcaiiie, which, being with childc of hyni, dreamed 
slice broughtc forth a firebrand, that set all the 
towrc of Ilium "n fire, was cast forth on the hyll 
Ida, where being fostered of shepheanis, he eke 111 
tune Ix'caine a shepheard, and lastly ciuiic to the 
kno^lerlgit‘ of his panmtage. 

A laaie, Helena, the w'yfc of Metiblana king of 
1 I.ncedemoma, was by Venus, for the golden Aple to 
I her geven, then jiromisecl to I’aris who thereupon 
i with a sorto of lustvc Tro} .incs. stole her out of 
Laccdcmoiiiu, and kept hei in 'I'ro.ie, w liic h was 
the cause of the tenne j cares warn' in 'lYo^e, and 
the moste famous cityc of all •\sia limientably 
sacked .md defaced. 

^liv;//*,was of the Poets deiised to be full of eyes, 
and therefore to Iimii was committed the kix'pmg 
c»f the transformed Cow. lo : so called, because 
tluit, in the jiririt ol a Cowl's footc, there i*- 
tigureil an 1 111 the nnddest of an O. 

y/iA name, he mi'anc'th Aftron, whoso name, for 
more Dc-coriim, the shcpeheanle sajth he hath for- 
got, lest his reniombraunce and skill in antniuitu"! 
ot holy writ should seenie to exi-eede the nieaiie- 
iiesse of the Person. • 

A(f«e // Mc, for Aaron, i#the alisencc of Moses, 
stalled aside, and committed Idolatry. 

In purple, spoken of the I’oiies and Cardinalles, 
wluch use such tyrannical colours and pompous 
paynting. 

Jietta, Girdles. 

1 Glittei and, glittering, a p^ticiplc uscii sometime 
I 111 Chaucer, but altogether m I. Gower. 

I Theyr Pan, that is, ihe Poiie, w'hom they count 
they r Gixl and gi’eatcbt shepheard. 

Palinode, a shephearde, of whose report he seem* 
eth to s]w>akc all th,\s. 

Wiaaida, grento learned heads. 

Weltei , w allow e. 

Keine, a Cliurlc or Farmer. 

ISike miater men, suche kindc of men. 

Surly, stately and prow do. 


Yede, goe. I Mellintj, nicdling. 

Frowye, mustyc or iiiossie. • j Belt, better. 

df yore, long agoe. I Bynempte, named. 

Fo! eirente, gone afore. 1 ilree, for degree. 


TVieyf/'afe n/iqi/iwivy, was Alx'll the righteous, who Afgrind, the name of n shepheanl afforesajde, 
(as Scripture saytli) lient hys mind to keeping ^>f whose myshap he nlludeth to the chuunce that haji- 
sheepe, us did hys brother Cum to tiUiiig the pened to the Poet JCschylus, that was bruyned with 
growndc. a shell-fishe. 


EMHLEME 

DythysiKiesyeThomaliii confiniieth that, wduch j iKnuitvo d^'elleth in mcdiocritic, yet perfect fehci- 
iii hys former nfieach bysondrye reasons he hud tye dwelleth in suprcmucic : for they s.iy, and most 
proved ; for being both hyniselte sequestred from true it is, that happiiiessc is plucetriii the highest 
all ambition, and also abhorring it in others of hys degree, so M if any thing lie lugher or lietter, then 
coto, he taketh occasion to pruyse the moune cuid that strelght way I'cascth to lie jierfei't happinca. 
lowly state, os that wherein is sofetie without feare. Much like to that wiiicli once I heard allca^ in 
and quiet without daunger ; according to the say- defence of humllitye, out of a great doctour. ‘ Silo- 
ing of olde I'hilosophers, that vertue dw'cUeth in rum Christus bnmillimus : ’ which saying a gentle 
the middest, being environeil with two contrary man in the companie taking at the rebownd, 
vices : wliereto MorreP repllcth with contimiuunee lieatc backe agoine with a lyke saying of nnother 
of the some PhUgfiopherB opinion, that albeit all doctoure, os he say de ‘ Siiornm Deiis oltisBimuB.’ 
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THB SHMPUEARDS CALENDER. 


[l. 1-76. 


AUGUST. 


.SGLOGA OCTAVA. AUGUMKNT. 

«i I 

Is Uus ^Efjloffue ts set forth a delectable conirorerste, made tti vnitntion of that tn Theocritus : trhereio also 
Vfri/ile jashtoued his third and sereiith ..Uglogue. §'hty choose Jor umpet e of their strife, Caddie, 
a neatheards boye; vho, having ended their cause, reateth also himselfe a pt'opet' song, vhereof 
Colm, tu ^yth, vas Authour, * 


Willie. 


PliRlGOT. 


CUDDIK. 


WU. TKLLine, Pcrigot, what shalbc the game, Tell nic, Riieli a cup ha.st thou ever acne V 
\Vherefi)Te w'ith myne tliou dare thy musick Well muught it bcaeme any harvest (iueeiie. 

()rbcnothf 4 n>vp«rcnnefMreoutofto.me?!-^'"- ^ 

Or hath tto Crampe tliy joynta beaomd with | Qf there nia eike another, 

M 1. i.1 t- 1 'For 1 broiiAit him Up without the Danibe : 

Per. Ah! \ViUyc,when thehartis illaaaayjle,, j,nt Colin Clout rafte me oriiia brother, 

Vl^T MM "f That he purchaot of me in the |.layi.e tielcl : 

Wil. hat die fonlc evill hath thee so bes-j „„tj ^J„,t my wiU was v Ibrit t!. yielil. 

Atru'i ^ a i.1 1 a. i t»ickcr, make like account of his brother. 

Whilom thou wMpeiesall to the best. Bat who alftll judge the wager woniie or 

And wont to make the jollv 8 hepchenrd.sg]a(lde,' ® fother 

With pvping aiK^duuncing did msje the 'mit shaB yonder heardgreme, and none 

7i W11 11 1 V *'*****^’ ^Vhich ov# the poubse hetheward doth post. 

Per. Ah . Willyc, now J have leanid a ii^ve ^ ^ Sunnbeame so sore doth us 

Jly old niusick mard by a iiewe imschaundt. . 

Tpil. SMefe mought to that miadiam.ee Were. lot better to ehumie the scortching heat c? 
That so hath mlhus of our merhnont f"' ‘ ‘““l s^u 

Or K^t tltou. or bene thy J oung-lmgamm- uy„aa‘;,,,aa ,a ly.,, ye joUy shepheards 
rejZ -and wellawayt? ^ may 


feedc thereby ; 

Never shall be sayde tlmt Perigot was dared. I h'.Im™'!? . m 1 ‘ 

m Then loe, p'origot, U.e iW whid. I|fe ‘ 
plight, 

A mazer y wrought of the Maple warre, 


Wherein is enchased many a fayre sight 
Of^iw and Tygres, that maken flers warre ; 
And over them spred a goodly wild vine, 
Fntrailed with a wanton Yvie twine. 

Thereby is a Lambc in the Wolves jawes : 
But see, how fast renneth the shepheard 
Bwayne 

To save the innocent fhim the lieostes pawes, 
And here with his shepe-hooke hath him 
* slayne. 


Hey, bo, Bonibell ! 

Per. Tripping over the dale alone, 
fVil. She can trippe it very well. 

Per. Well decked in a frocke of gray, 

IVil, Hey, ho, gray is greete ! 

Per. And in a Kirtle of greeiie saye, 

IVil. The greene is for maydens meetc. 
Per. A chapelet on her head she wore, 

Wil. Hey, ho, chapelet! 

Per. Of swcetc Violets therein was store, 

TFU. She sweeter then the Violet. 

Per. My sheepe did leave ihevr wonted food, 
i Wil. Hey, ho, seely sheepe 1 
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AVGtJST. 


4^1 


PfT, And gazd on her as they were wood, 

Wil. Woodc as he that di(l them keepc. 

Per. As the bonilassc passed bye, 

Wil. Hey, ho, bonilasse ! 

Per. She rovde at me with glauneing eye, 

Wil. As clcare as the christall glasse ; 

Per. All as the Sunnye beame so bright, 

Wil. Hey, ho, the 'Sunne-beame 1 
Per. (rlauncelh from IMiocbus face forthgght, 
Wil. So love into thy hart did strcanm : 
Per. Or as the tlionder <'lcaves the cloudes, 
Wd. Hey, ho, the Tlionder ! 

Per. Wherein the lightsome levin shroudes, 
Wil. So cleaves thy soiile asondcr : 

Per. Or as Oame Cynthias silver raye, 

Wil. Hey, ho, the Moonelight ! 

Per. Upon’ the glyftering wave doth playe, 
Wil. Such play is a pitteous plight. 

Per. The glniincc into iny hear^did glide ; 
Wit. Hey, ho, the glyilcr! 

Per. Therewith my soulc was sharply gryde. 
Wit. Sucli woi^ides soone wexen wider. 
Per. Hasting to raunch the arrow out, 

Wil. Hej', ho, Perigot ! • 

Per, I left the head in m 3 ’ hart-roote, 

Wil, It was a desvierate shot. 

Per, There it rauckleth, ay inoi;^and more, 
Wil, Iley, ho, the arrowe ! 

Per, Ne can I find salve for my sore : 

Wil, Love is a curelesse sorrowe. 

Per, And though ra}' bale with death 1 bought, 
Wil. Hey, ho, heavic checrc ! 

Per, Yet should thilk lasse not fr^m mv’ 
thought, 

Wil. So you may buye golde to doerc. 

Per. But whether in payncfull love 1 pync, 
Wil. lie}', ho, pinching payne ! 

Per. Or thrive in wclth, she slialbc mine, 

Wil. But if thou candior obtciiic. 

Per. And if for gracelesse greefe I dye, 

Wd. Hey, ho, gracelesse griefe ! 

Per. Witnesse slice slcwc me with her^eyv, 
Wd. Let thy follyc be the priefc. 
per. And you,* that sawc it, simple shepe, 
Wil. Hey', ho, the fay re fiockc ! • 

Per. For priefe thereof,* my death shall weepe, 
Wil. And mono with many a inocke. 

Per. So Icarnd I love 011 a holye eve, 

Wil. Iley, ho, holidaye ! 

Per. That ever since my hart did grevc, 

Wil. Now endeth our roundelay.’ 

Cud. Sicker, sike a roundlc never heard I 
Little lacketh Ferigot of the beyst, [ none : 
^nd Willy e is not greatly overgone. 

So weren his undcr^soiigs well addrest. 

Wil. Herdgrome, I fear me, thou have a squint 
eye: 

^eede uprightly who has the victoiye 


(Md. Fayth of my soule, I deeme ech have 

For-thy let the Lambe be Willye his owne : 
And for Perigot, so well hath hyin jiayned, 

To him be the wroughten mazer aloiie. 

Per. Perigot is well fileased with the doome : 
Ne can Willye wito the witclessc hcrdgroomc. 
Wil. Never dimpt more right of bcautye, I 
wecnc, [Queeiic. 

The shepheard of Ida that judged beauties 
Cud. But tell me, shepherds, ^lould it not 
yshend 

Your roundels fresh, to hearc a doolefull 
verse 

Of Itosalend (who knoAves not Rosalend ?) 

That Colin made? ylkc can I you rehearse. 
Per. Now say it, Cuddie, as tTioii art a laddc : 
With incry thing its good to mcdle sadde. 

Wil. Fayth of my soule, thou shalt yerouned 
be 

In Colins stede, if thou this song arecilc ; 
For never thing on earth so pleaselh me 
As him to heure, or miftter of his decdc. 
Cud. Then listnoth ech unto my heavy’ lay^e, 
And tunc your pypes ns ruthful us ye may. 

• 

‘ YeVastefull Woodes ^beare Avitnesse of my 
woe, 

Wherein my plainta did oftentimes resound : 
Ye curelesse byrds are privic to m.v cry es. 
Which in your songs Averc Ai'ont to make a purt: 
Thou, picasaunt spring, hfist luld me oft asleepe, 
Whose streames my trick Huge tcurcs did ofte 
augment. 

* Kesort of people doth my greefs augment, 
The walled toAvnes doe Avorke my' greater aa'oc; 
The forest wide is litter to resomii 

I'he liolloAV Kcho of my' carefull cryes : 

1 1 hate tlie house, since thence my love did purl, 
j Whose Avaylcfull want debarrcsmyiie eyes from 
sleepc. • 

Let stremesoftcarcssupplv the place ofsleepe; 
Let all, that SAveete is, A’oyd : and all that may 
augment [ my Avoe 

My doole, druAv neare ! More mcete to waylc 
Bene the Avild Avoodes, my sorowes to resound. 
Then bedde, or bowre, both Avhich I fill with 
eryes. 

When ilihem sec so waist, and fywd no port 

* Of pleasure past. Here Avill I dAvell apart 
In gastfull grove therefore, till my' last sleepc 
Doe close mine eyes : so shall I not augment 
With sight of such as chaunge my' restlesse woe. 
Helpe me, ye bancfull bynls, Avhose shrieking 

sound 

Ys signe of dreery death, my deadly cryes 
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‘ Most Tuihfully to limo : And as ray cryes 
(Which of my woe caiiiiut bewray least part) 
You heare all night, w'hcii nature craveth slcetie, 
Increase, so let your yrkaomc yells augment. 
Thus all the night in plaints, the dayc in woe, 
I vowed have to wayst, till safe and sciund 

* She home rctume, whoso voyijs silver sound 
To cheerefull songs can chaunge my eherelcssc 
cryes. j 

Tlencc with t^e Xightiiigale w'ill I take i^*t, | 
That blessed byrd, that spends her time ofj 
sleepc [ment 

In songs and plaintive pleas, the more taug- 
Thc memory of hys misdeede that bred her woe. 


I75-I9g 

And \ Oil that fee le no woe, 

VN'hcn as the sound 
(.)f these my nightly cryes 
Ye heare apart,* 

Let breakc your sounder slcepe, 

And pitie augment.' 

Per. O Colin, Colin ! the shepheards joye, f 
How I admire ech turning of thy verse ! 
And*Cuddie, fresh Cuddie, the liefest bow. 
How dolclully Ins doole tliou didst re- 
hearse ! 

Cud. Then blowe your pypes, shcpheartls, til 
you be at home ; 

The night nigheth last, yts time to be gone. 


THE SHEPHEAED.S CALENDER. 


I'KIIIGOT Ills l•MnLl■:MK. 
Vincenti gloria vn'ti. 
W1L1.VKS KMULKMK. ' 

Vinto non vitto, 
riilliilEM KMlU.KMh. 
lelice chi pm. 


‘glosrk. 


Ii«stadtte, disposed, ordered. 

hivqall, equall. 

WhUome. once. 

bereft, deprived. 

Miatcent, goii n stnuf'. 

Jll iiMif, according to Virgile. 

‘ Infelix o seniixir ovis pecus.' 

A tiuui-r: So also do Theocritus and Yh^gile 
teigiiu pledges of their siiife. 

Jinehused, engraved, buch pretie descriptions 
every where useth Theoentus to bring in his 
Id) Ilia. For which 8i)eciu11 cause, iiidede, he by 
that name tcrineth his jEglogues ; for Idylliou m 
Greekc signiheth the shape or picture of any 
thynge, wherof hiabooke is ful. And not, us I have 
heard some fondly giicsse, that they be called not 
Idyllia, but Ha^dilia, of the Gotehcards in them. 

Jiniratled, wrought betwenc. 

Harvest Queene, The uianiicr of country folke in 
harvest tyme 

J\>usse, Pease. 

Jt /ell upon: Feilgot maketh all liys song in 


prii.vsi* of hib love, to whom Willy answereth every 
niidcrverhc. li\ Pengot who ib nieuni, I can not 
upi ightl} sii> : iHit it It iH! who iSHupixiscd. his love, 
shcp dcbcrvfth no let>8e prujse then he giveth her. 
fh'eelr, wct'piiig and roniphunt. 

Vka§let. u kiTulc of Gnrluiid Jyke a crowiiu. 

Uoen, Lightning. 

I’yiilhm, iMLs Buyd to be the Moone. 
iiryde, jiurccd 
But if, not niilcssc. 

■y/umf eye, p.artiHil judgement. 

Ech have, so saith Vh'gile, 

* Ft vitulu tn dignus, et hie,' &c. 

So by cntcrchuungc of gyfts Cuddie pleaseth both 
parh^. 

Duome, judgement. 

Jtempt, for deemed, judged. 

Witc the mlclesse, blame the blamclessc. 
dThe shepherd of Ida, w'lis saj d to lie Paris. 
Beauties tiueene, Venus, to whoinc Paris ad- 
judged the golden Apjilc, as the pryce of her 
beuutic. 


EMBLKMK. 


The meaning hereof is very ambiguous : for 
Porigot by his poesic alaimiiig the conquest, and 
Wlllye not yeelding, Cuddie the arbiter of thcyi 
cause, and Patron of his own, someth to cholengs 


it, as his dew, saying, that he is happy which can, 
so abriiptli cmling : but hee meaneth eyther him. 
that can win the beste, or moderate him gi^e being 
best, and leave of with the best. 
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jEOLOGA NONA. AKGUMENT. 

• 

Urrfis Di(/(fon Darie is devited to lie a shepheard that, tn hope of more qaync, d*'oee hut sheepc into a/ai re 
countrye. The abuses ahereoj, and loose Ining of Popish prelates, btj octasion of Ilobbuiols demuuiid, 
he ducourseth at large. • 

lliU'HlNOL. DiGCJON DaVIH. 

y/oA. Diggon Davik! I bidclc her god They looken bigge as Bulls that botic bate, 

Or Digguii her is, or I inissayc. | (lay ; ■ And beareii the cragge se stifle and so slate, 

Dig. Her was her, wluic it Avas daye-ligbt, lAs coeke on his (Uiiighill croning craiick. 

Ilut iiow lier is a moat a\ retched wight : ! lloh. Diggoii, I am so slifte^aiid so staiiek, 

Kor day, that was, is Avightly past, [That uneth may I stand any more: 

And now at earst the dirke night doth bast. I And noAve the Westenu* Aviiid blowctb soic, 
Jlob. Diggon, arcede who has tiiec so (light? I That nowe is in his ehiefc sovereigntco, 

XeA’er I wi'il thee in so poore a]diglit. [leade ? [Beating the Avithered leafe from the tree. 
Where is the faj-re fluekc thou Avas Avoiit to.Sittc avc doAA'iie here under the bill; 
t)r bene they ehatfred, or at rnischkjfo dead ? Tbo may we talke and tellen our till, 

Dig. Ah! for lo\e of that is to thee moste And make a nuieke at tb^bhistring blast. 
Icefe, • Noav say on, Diggou, A\bat cAcr thou bast. 

1 1 obbinol, [ pray thee, gall not rny old griefe: llobbin, ah llubbin ! 1 curse the 

Sike ([u&stion ripctb up cause of iicaac aaoc, , stounde • 

For one, opened, mote luifolde mipiy moe. That ever 1 cast to haA'^onic this groundc : 

Jlob, Nay, but sorrow close shrouded in hurt, Wcl-away the while 1 Avas so fondc 
1 know, to kepe is a burdenous smart : T6 leave the good, that T had in haude, 

Kehe tiling imparted is more oath to beure : In ho]»e of better that was uncouth 1 
When the rayne is fain, the eloudes Avexen So h)st the Dopgc the flesh in his mouth. 

cleare. jMy seely slieepc (ah, scoi|v' sheepc !) 

And noAvc, sitbence I saivo thy head l%t. That here by there I A\hiiome usd to kcepc, 
Thrisc three Moones bene tiilly spent and ])ast; All Aveio they lustyc us thou didst sec. 

Since wi:en tliou hast measured inucli grownd, Bene all sterved A\ith pyne and pcnurec : 

And Avuiidrcd, I Aiene, about the Avorld round, Hardly ray selfc escaped tbilke payne, 

So as thou can many thmges relate ; Driven for neede to come home agayne. 

But tell me first of thy flocks estate. Ifob. Ah fon ! now by tiiy losse art taughti 

Dig. My sheepc bcne*\vaated ; (wae is me Tb.at secldoine chauuge’ the better bBOught; 
therefore!) Content Avho liA'es A\ith tryed state 

Tlic jolly shepheard that Avas of yore 'Xeede feare 110 chaunge of froAvning fate ; 

Is miwe nor jollye, nor shcpclicavd more^ , But Avbo a\ ill seeke for unkuSAviic gaync. 

In forrein costes men .sayd aa'us plentyc ; Oft lives by lossc, and leaves w'itli paA ne. 

And so tlierc is, but all of miscryo : * 1 Dig. 1 a\ ote nc, llobbin, hoAV I a\ as bcAvitcht 

I dempt there much to have oeked my stow, ,With vaync desire and hoi>e to be euriclrt; 
But such ceking hath made ray hart sore. I But, sicker, so it is, as the bright starre 
Intho count. yes, whereas 1 have bene, .Seemeth ay greater A\hen it is furre : 

No being for those that truely inciic ; 'I thought the soyle Avould huA'e made mcrichf 

But for such, as of guile makcii gayiie, ! But nowe 1 AA'otc' it is nothing sich ; 

No such countr^T a.s there to remainc ; For evthc* the shepehcards bene ydii and still, 

They setten to sale their shops of shame, And Icdde of theyr sheeiic Avhat A\ay they aa'vII, 
And moken a Mart of theyr good name : .Or they bene false, and full of covetise," 

The sliepheords there robben one aiiotbei. And casten to conipasse many Avnmg emprise : 

And layen bay tea to beguile her brother; !But the more bene fraight Avith Iraud and 

Or they Avill buy his shccfic out of the cote, { spight, 

Or they will carv'en the shephearda tlirote. iNe in good nor goodnes taken delight, 

'fhe shcpheardcs sAA'uyne you cannot Avel ken, But kindle coales of contcck and yre. 

But it be by his pry tie, from other men : .Wherewith they settc all the Avorld on fire ; 
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Which when they thinken agayno. to (]ueuch, I But of sikc pustoures howc done the flocks 
With holy water they doen hem all drench. I creepe ? 

They say'c they cmi b heaven the high-way, | Dig. Siku as the shepheards, sike bene her 
But, by my soulc, 1 dure undersnyu shcepe, 

They never setle ibote in that same troade, For they nill listen to the shepheards voyce, 
But balk the right waj'^, and straycn abroad. | But-if he call hem at theyr good clioj'cc ; 
They boast they liaii the devill at commaund, They wander at wil and stay at |)leasure, 

But aske hem therefore what they han puund And to theyr foldes yeed at their ownc Icasurcl 
Marrie! that great Pan bought with deare But they had Imj bettor come at their ca3; 

borrow, For many ban into misohiefe fall, 

T») quite it A*om tlie blacke bowre of soi*owe. Ami bene of ravenous Wolves yrent, 

But they han sohl thilk same long agoe. All for they nould be buxome and lient. 
For-thy'woulden drawe with Item many moe. Hvb. Fye on thee, Diggoii, and all thy 
I tut let hem gauge alone a (iod'- name ; foule leasing ! 

As tliey ban brewed, so let licm beaic blame. Well is knowne that sith the Saxon king 
/7()A. Diggoji, I praye thee, s])cakc not so Never was Woolfc seene, many nor some, 
dirke ; Nor in all Kent, nor in Christendome ; 

Such mystcr saying me soemoth to mirko. Hut the fewer Woolves (the soth to saync) 

Dig Then, playnely to speake of shepheards The more l^iic the Foxes that here remaine. 
most what, Dig. Ves, but they gang in morcseerete wise, 

Badile is the best ; (this English is fUitt.) And with sheepos clothing doen hem disguii>e. 

'riicir ill haviour gnrres men missay They walke not widely as^hey were wont, 

Moth of their doctrine, and of theyr faye. For feare of raungers and the great hunt. 

Tliey aayne the world is much war tlieu it wont,; But privcly pudliug to and froe. 

All for her shepheards bene beastly and blont. ! Enaiintcr they mought be inly know'c. 

Other sayne, but how truely I note. Huh. Or privc or pert yf any bene. 

All for tliey holden slumc of theyr cote : We han gttjttt Bandogs ill teare their skinne. 

Some stieke not to say, (whote cole on her Dig. Inricedo, thy Ballisa bold bigge curre, 
tongue !) • And could make a jollv hole in theyr fiirre : 

That sikc mischicfc graseth hem emong. But nut good Dogges hem needctli to chace, 
All for they casten too much of worlds care, But liccdy shepheards to discemc their face ; 
To deck her l)ame,cmd enrich her heyre ; For all their craft is in their countcnaunce, 

For such encheasou, if you goe nye. They bene so grave and full of mayntenauncc. 

Fewc cliymueis reeking you shall espye : But sTinll T tell thee what my sclfe known 

The fattc Oxe, that wont ligge in the stal, Chauiiced to Bolfynn not long ygoe ? 

Is nowc fast stalled in her erumenall. Huit. Say it out, Diggon, whatever it bight. 

Thus chattnn the people in theyr ste^ads, For not but well mought him bidight : 

Vlike as a Monster of many h^ds ; He is so niceke, wise, and inerciable, 

But they that shuoten iiccrcst the prickc And with his word4iis workc is coiivcnablc. 
Sayne, other the fat from their beards doen Colin Clout, I wciie, be his selfe boye, 
lick : (Ah, for Cohn, he whilomc my ioye !) 

For biggo Bullcf of Basan brace hem about, Shejilieards sich, God mought us many send. 

That with theyr liornesbutten the more si mite; 'That doen so carefully theyr flocks tend. 

But the leaiie soules treaden under fnutc, Dig. 'J'hilk sume shcpbeanl mought 1 well 

\nd to seeke redresse mought little bouic ; lie has a Dogge to byte or to barke; [ rnarke, 
For liker bene they to pluck away more, Never had shepheunl so kene a kurre, 

Then ought of the* gotten good to restore : That waketh and if but a leafe slurre. 

For they bene like foule wagmoires overgrast, Whilomc there wonned a wicked Wolfe, 

That, if thy gologe once sticketh fast, That wdth many a Lambc had glutted his gulfe, 

The morsto wind it out thou doestf SAvinck, And ever at night w'ont to repayre 
Thou mought ay deeper and deeper sinck. Unto the tlocke, when the Welkin shone faire, 
Yet better leave of with a little losse, Ycladde in clothing of seely sheepe. 

Then by much wrestling to leese the grosse. When the good old man iisexl to sleepe. 

Hub. Nowe, Diggon, I see thou speakest Tlio at midnight he would barke and ball. 
Better it were a little to feyne. f to plaine; fFor he had eft learned a eurres call,) 

And cleanly cover that cannot be cured : As if a Woolfe Avere emong the sheepe : 

Such, ill, as is forced, mought iiedes be en> With that the shephcanl would breake his 
dured. sleepe, 
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And send out Lowdor (fur so his dog hote) \ If sike bene Wolves, os thou hast told. 

To rauiige the fields with wide open throte. How mought we, Diggon, hem bc-hold ? 

Tlio, when as Lowder w'as farre awayc, Dig. How, but, with heede and watchfull.. 

This Wolvish sheepe wouldc catchen his pray, nesse, 

A Lambe, or a Kidde, or a weanell wast ; 1 Forstallen hem of their wilmesse : 

With that to the wood would he speede him [ For-thy with shepheards sittca not playc, 
Jjong time he used tliis slippery prauck, [fast. ; Or sleepe, as ^mc doen, all the long day ; 


But ever ligjjen in watch and wanl. 

From soddein force thej r fiucks for to ganl. 
Hoh, Ah, Diggon ! Ihilke same rule wc 
• too straight, •> 

All the cold season to -wach and waite ; 


Ere Roffy could for his labourc him tliauck. 

At end, the shepheard his practise s]iyed^ 

(For Kofty is wise, and as Argus eyed,) 

And when at even he came to the ilocke. 

Fast in theyr folds he did them locke, 

Andtookeoutthc Woolfeinhiscountcrfcctcote, i We bene ot fieshe, men as other bee. 

And Jet out the shcepes blond at his tlirotc. j Why slioiild we be bound to such iniscrcc ? 

//oA. Marry, Diggon, what should him ' Whatever thing lacketh chaungeable rest. 

To take hisowne where ever it layc ? [ att'raye Mought necdcs decai , when ^t is at best. 

For, had his wesand bene a little widder, Dtg. Ah ! but, Ilobbinoll, all this long tale 

He would have devoured both ladder and ' Nought ca<NCt)i the care that doth me forliaile; 
shidder. •[great curse ! What shall I doe ? what way shall I wend, 

Mischiefe light on him, and Dods , My piteous plight and los.se to amend ? 

Too good for him had bene a great doale worse; Ah ! good Hobbinoll, mought I thee praye 
For It w'as a perilbus beast above all, Of ayde or counsell in my <lecaye. 

And eke had he cond the shenherds call, I Hob. Now', by my soinc, Diggon, I lament 
And oft in the night came to*the sh< [ie-cote, 'The haplesse mischiefe that has thee hent ; 


And called Lowder, w'ith a hollow throte, 
As if it the old man selfe had bene : 

The dog his maisters voice did Wwme, 
Yet halfe in doubt he opened the dore, 
And raiine out us he was wont of yore, 


Nethclesse thou seest my lowly saile, 

'Th^t frow'ard fortun? ^oih ever availc : 
j But, were Hobbinoll a.s God mought please, 
i Diggon should soone lind favour and case : 
j But if to my cotage thou wilt resort, 

No sooner was out, but, swifter then thought, I So as 1 can I w'il thre comfort; 

Fast by the hyde the VVolfc 1/jwder caught ; I’lierc may.*it thou ligge in a vetchy beil. 

And, had not Kott’y renne to the steven, .Till fayrer Fortune shewe forth her head. 
Lowder had be slaine thilke same evea. Dig. Ah, Hobbinoll ! God mought it thee 

Hub. God sliicld, man, he should so ill have I requite ; 

All for ne did his devoyr belive ! [thrive, ’Diggon on fewe such freeuds did ever lite. 

DUiUONS 

• me eopui fecit. 


The llialccto and pliraao ot spciudic, in this Dui- 

if jgiie.Kcniieth BoiiK'W hiitto d iffcT 1 mu I tliccoiimioii 
Tlic cause whereof is siipposwl Ui lie, by occasion of 
the party herein iiieunt, who, lieing very freemi to 
the Author hereof, liud bene long in forraiii coun- 
tryes, and there scene many disorders, which lie 
here reoounteth to Hohbiiioll. 

flidde her, Blddc gootl morrow. For to biddo. Is 
to iiraye, wticreof edmmeth lieudcs for prayers, and 
HO they 8uy, To bldde his bcodca, s. to suye his 
prayers. 

WigMg, quicklye, or aodenlye. 

Cheered, solde. 

bwd atmuehiefe, on amiBuall speoche, bnt much 
usurped of Lidgate, and sometime of Cluuicor. 

/Mfe, deare. 

Ethe, easic. 

7 %rtje three moones, nine monethes. 


.\Tnu,mtnl, for travclcil. 

Wae, woe, Northeriily. 

Kekid, cnemuiud, 

(Uirvrn, entte, 

Kenne, know. 

Cragfje, neck. 

male, stontely. 

fitancl, weorie or faiiitc. 

And iimre: he applieth it to th«tyiue of the 
yetire, which Is in fheud of harvest, w’hich they 
cull the fall of the lonfe ; at whicli ty me the Wea- 
ternc wynde beareth most sw-uye. 

A inociet Imitating Horace, * Debes ludibrium 
ventu.' 

Lome, lefte. 

Soote, swete. 

ITneouthe, unknowen. 
fferebjf there, here and there. 


•GLOSSE. 

! 
i 
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Ai tht bnghte, translated out of Mantnnnc. 

Emprvse, for enterprise. Per Syncoixjii. 

Conteky strife. 

Ti'ode, path. 

Marne that, that is, their soules, which by popish 
Exorcisnies and practices they domne to hell. 

Jllacke, hell. 

Oange, goe. 

Mister, manor. •* 

Mirke, olisciirc. 

Wan e, worse. 

Crumenall, purse. 

tlrace, comiiftssc. • 

Encheson, occasion. 

Ovetqrast, tivergrowen with grassc. 

Oalage, shoe. 

The grosse, the whole. 

Buxome ami Imt, nieeke and olicdieiit. 

Saxon King, Ki^g Edgiire that reigned here in 
Brytanjc in the j"arc of our Lord [!).'i7-!)7.'i] which 
king caii'^cd nil the Wolves, wOiereof then was 
store in this countryc, by a proper ]‘olicie t<i lie 
distroyed. So ns never since that time tlieic luive 
lx*!! Wolves here foimde, unlcssc they were brought 
from other countryes. And therefore Hnbbinoll 
rebiiketh him of untruth, for saying th.it there lx- 
Wolves in England. • 

Kor ill Christendome: this 8.ayiiig aeeiiieth to lie 
strange and unrcosomililc ; but ludcde it was wont 
to lie an oldc proverbe and common phrase 'riie 
original wdicreof was, fOi rl i.at most jiart of f’lig- 
land in thcreigneot King Ktlicllicrt was christeneil, 
Kent onely except, which rcma.i iied long alter in 
myalicliefe and unchristcncd : So that Kent wm 
counted no part of Christendome. 

Oreat hunt. Executing of lawes and insticc. 

Enaunter, least that. 

Jnlg, inwardly ; ad'oiCsayde. 

Pnvelg or pert, openly, sayth Clinucer. 


Eojfy, the name of a shepehearde in Marot his 
ACglogue of llobiii and the Kinge. Whome he here 
eommendeth for greute care and wise governuunce 
of his fl(x:k. 

Cohn chute : Now I thiiike no man doubteth but 
b 5 ' Colin is meant the Authour selfe, whose espe- 
ciall gocxl freend Hobbinoll sayth hee is, or more 
rightly ATayster Gabriel Harvey : of whose speciall 
eommendatiun, aswcll in Poetrye us Ilhetorikc and ^ 
other clunie learning, we have lately hail a suf- 
flciert try all in divers his workes, but siieeially in 
his Musai uni Ltichrjimu’, and his late Gratuluhouum 
Vahtmensium, which Ixike, in the progressc at 
Andley in Essex, he dcilicated in writing to her 
Miiiestie, afterward presenting the same in print 
to her llighni'sse .at the w orshipfnll Maister Cuiiells 
111 Hcrtl ordshire. iJcsnle other liis sundry e most 
rare and very notable w-ritings, jiortely under un- 
known tytles. and partly iiiidcrcountcrfayt names, 
as his Tiirannoniaslu, his ttile Aa/u//b((,his liainei- 
iloK. and essyiecMully that iiarte of 1‘hilomusus, his 
divine Anhcojnwjtuhta. and dners other of lyke 
importance. ^As also, by the name of other sh'ep- 
heurdes, he covereth the persons ot divers other 
his taniiliar freeiides .and licst nequay iituunec. 

This t.T.le of lloflPy sceiiicth ito coloiirc some par- 
ticular Action of his. Ihitwhat, I certeiiily c know 
not 

Wonnetl, haunted. 

Welkin, skic . afforesaid. 

A ireauell ica%te, a weaned youngling. 

Jlnlileran0 diiJiler, he and she. Male and Female. 

Steven, noyse. 

Behve, quickly. 

What ever, Ovids verse translated. 

‘Quod caret altcrim mpiie diimbilc non est.’ 

I’orehaile, draw’C or distressc. 

Vetef^e, of Pease straw e. 


EMiiLEME. 

This IS the saying of Narcissus in Ovid. For j But our Diggoii useth it to other purjiosc, ns who 
when the fooliahe boy, by licholding hys face in the that by try all of imany w’ayes, hiul lounde the 
brooke, fell m love w'ith Ins owiie likencssc, and worst, and through grente plenty c was fallen into 
not liable to content him selfe w'lth much liMiking great penurie. This jHH.'sie 1 knowe to have liciic 
thereon, hecryed out, tliat plenty e made him pixire, much used of the authflr, and to siiclie like effectc, 
meaning that much gazing had bereft him of sencc. os fy nte N orcissus spake it. 


OCTOBEE. 


.flilGLOGA DECIMA. •ARGUMENT. 


Jy Cuddle is set out the per/erte paterne of a I'oete, uhiche,finding no viaintenaunce of Ins state and studies, 
coniplagneth of Vie contemple of I’oetrie, and the causes thereof: Specially having bene m all ages, and 
even amongst the most barbarous, altvayes of singular accoumpt and himor, and being indeile so worthy 
and commendable an arte, or rather no atte, but a divine gift and heavenlu instinct not to bee gotten by 
laboure mud learning, but adorned wim Mh; and poured into the leitte by a certain 'EvOovaiaanoi 
and relestiall inspiration, as the Author hireof els where at lanje disrourselh ui Ins booke railed The 
English Poete, which booke being lately come to my hands, 1 mynde also by Gods grace, upon fut ther 
advisement, to publish. 

PlEISCE. CUDDIE. 


P'lers. CuDDiE, fur shame! hold uii thy 
heav^'e head, 

And lot us cast with what delight to chace, 
And weary thys long liugring Phoebus race. 


Whilomc thuu yvont the shepheards laddcs 
to leade 

In rymes, in ridles, and in bydding base; 
Now they in thee, and thou in sleepe art dead. 
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Cud. PicrH, I have pypcd erst so long with And, when the stubborne stroke of stronger 
payne, I stounds 

That all mine Oten reedes bene rent and w'ore,' Has somewhat slackt the tenor of lliy string, 
And ray poore Muse hath spent her spared Of love and lustihoad tho inay.st tlioii sing, 

store, I And carroll lowde, and leade the Myllers 

Yet little good hath got, j nd much lesse gayne. rownde, 

Such ]>leasaunue makes the Orashoppef so|All were Klis^one of thilke same ring ; 

poore, [ strainc. ’ So mought ourt'uddies name to heaven sem nde. 

And ligge so layd, when Winter dutb her ^ , t i i t. ■ i m- i i 

Cud. Tndecde the Tbimish rilyrus, 1 heare, 

'Phe dapper ditties, that I wont devise Thaough his Mecmuis left bis (iten reede. 

To feede youtbes fancie, and the Hocking Whereon he carst had taught his flocks to 

Dclighten much ; what 1 the bett for-thy V feede, 

They han the pleasure, 1 a sclender prise; And laboured lands to jitld the timely care, 

1 l)eate the bush, the byrds to them doe flye : And eft did sing of warres an<l <leadlj- drede. 
What good tliercof to Cuddie can arise ? as the Heavens did quake his verse to here. 


Piers. Cuddle, the prayse is better then the 
price, % 

The glory eke much greater then tho gayne : 
O ! what an honor is it, to rcstraine 
The lust of lawleise youth with good advice. 
Or prickc them forth with plcasauucc of thy 
vaine, • 

Whereto thou list their trajmed willes entice. 

Soonc as thou gynst to sette thy ^tes in frann^ 
O, how the rurall routes to thee doc cleave! 
S(«mcth thou dost their soule of aenoc bereave; 
All as the sheiiheard that did fetch his dame 
From Plutoes balefull bowre uilhoiiten leave, 
His musicks might the hellish hound did tame. 


But ah ! Mectenas is yclad in clayc, 

And great Augustus long ^ goe is dead. 

And all the worthies ligge'n urapt in leade, 
That matter made for Poets on to i>lay : 

, For e\ er, who in demng-doe were dreade, 

'I'lie loftie verse of hem mas loved aye. 

But after vertue gan for age to stoope, 

And migbtic manhode brought a beddc of ease, 
TIk^ vaunting Poets* ^und nought worth a 
fiease 

I To pnt in preace emong the learned troupe : 
Tho gan the streames of Howing u ittes to cease. 
And soiine-biight honour pend in shamefiill 
coupe. 


Cud. So praysen babes the Peacok^spotted| 
traine, 

And wondren at bright Argus blazing eye ; 

But who rewards him ere the more for-thy. 

Or feedes him once the fuller by a graine? 

»Sikc ]irayse is smuke,«thut slieddeth in the 
skye ; \ vayue. 

Sike words bene wynd, and wasten soonc in 

Piers. Abandon, then, the base anti \iler 
ehmne ; 

Lyft up thy selfe out of the lowly dust. 

And sing of blisidy Mars, of wars, of giusts ; 

Tume thee to those that weld the awful erowne, 

To doubted Knights, m hose woundlcsse armour 
rusts. 

And helm(‘s unbruzed wexen dayly brownc. 

There may thy Muse display her fluttryng 
wing. 

And stretch her selfe at large from East to 

Whither thou list in fayre Elisa rest, [West ; 

Or, if thee jilcase in bigger notes to sing, 

Advaunce the worthy whome slice luveth best. 

That first the white bcare to the stake did 
bring. 


j And if that any buddes of Poosic, 

I Vet of the old stockc, gan to shoote agayne, 

()r it mens follies mote be forst to fayne, 
jAnd rollc with rest in rj’ines of baudrye ; 

; Or, as it sprung, it wither must agayne : 

I Tom Piper makes us btstter mclodie. 

j Piers. 0 ]>ierles8e Poesy e! t\bere is then 
I thy place ? 

iTf nor in I'rinces pallace tlmii doc sitt, 

(And yet is Princes pallace the most tilt.) 

|Xe brest of baser birth iloth thee embrace, 
Then make thee \\inges of thine asp\ ring wit. 
And, whence thou camst, flye backe to heaven 
apace. 

Cud Ah, Percy ! it is all to tveake and 
wanne, 

So higlkto sore and make so large a flight ; 
Her peeced pyneons bene not «so ft plight: 
,For Colin titles such famous flight to scanne; 

. He, were he not w'ith love so ill bedight^ 

• Would mount os high, and sing as sooto as 
Swanne. 

Piers. Ah, fon ! for li»ve docs teach him 
climbe so hie, 

And lyftcs him up out of the loathsome myre; 



478 


THE SHEPHEARDS CALENDER. [l. 93-120. 


Such immortal mirrhor, as he doth admire, 
Would rayse ones myiid above the starry skie, 
And cause a caytive* cora^'c to aspire ; 

For lofty love doth loath a lowl)’^ eye. 

Cud, All otherwise the state of Poet stands; 
For lordly Ioa-c is such a Tyranne fell, 

That where he rules all power l!e doth expcll ; 
The vaunhsd verse a vacant head demaundes, 
Ne wont with crabbed care the Muses dAvell : 
Unwisely w«ve8, that takes two webbos in 
hand. 

Who ever casts to compasse weightye prise, 
And thinkes to throwe out thondring words of 
threatc, 

Let powrc in lavish cups and thriftie bitts of 
meate, 

For Bacchus fruite Ls frend to Phoebus wise; 


And, when with Wine the braine begins to 
I sweate, 

I The nombers Howe as fast as spring doth lyse. 

Thou kenst not, Percie, howe the r3'me should 
rage, 

O ! if nij' temples were distaind with wine, 
And girt in girlonds of wild Yvie twine, 
llowQ could rcare the Muse on statcl;^ Rtage, 
Andteachc her tread aloft in buskin line, 
With queint Bellona in her equipage ! 

But ah ! my corage cooles ere it be w'arme : 
For-thy content us in thys humble shade, 
Where no such troublous tydes han us assayde ; 
Here we our sleiuler pypes may safely charnie. 
Piers. And, when my Gates shall han their 
bellies layd, 

Cuddie shall jmvc a Kidde to store his farme. 


I 


ClTni>I£S KMBLKMI'.. 

Agitante caltsdmus ilia, ^c, c 


GLOSSE. 


• V 

This A^iglogue is made in imitation of Theocritus 
his xvi. Tdilion, wherein he reproved tlie Tyrannq 
Hiero of Syracuse for his nigardise towardc 
Poctes, in whome is the jiower to make men im- 
mortal for theyr good dedes, or sharueful for their 
naughty lyfe. And th%lyke also is in Mantunne. 
The style hereof, os also tliat in 'J'lieocritus, is more 
loftj'e then the rest, and applycd to the heighte of 
Poeticall witte. 

Cuddle. I doubte whether by Cuddie be specified 
the authour selfe, or some other. For in the eyght 
^logue the same person was brought in, singing 
a Cantion of Cohns making, us he saj th. &u that 
some doubt that the iiersoiis bc' difTcrciit. 

• Whilome, sometime. ^ 

Oaten re&les, Aveno. 

Ligge so Uiyde, lye^o faynt and iinlustye. 

Dapper, pretye. • 

Fi'i/e, is a bold Metaphore, forced from the spawn- 
ing lishcs ; for the multitude of young fish lx* called 
the frye. 

To restraine: This place seemeth toconspyre with ' 
Plato, who in his first bookc de Legibus saytli, that | 
the first invention of Poetry was of very vertnous • 
intent For at what time an infinite numlier of | 
jouth UBiially came to thejT great soleinne feostes ! 
called Fonegyrica, which they useil every flve ycero 
to hold, Boni# learned man, 1 icing more liable then ; 
the rest for speciall gyftes of wyttc and Musickc, 1 
would take upon liim to sing fine verses to the j 
people, in praj'se eyther of vertue or fif victori , or ; 
of immortality, or such like. At whose wondcrfull . 
gyft Hi men lielng astonlcd, and as it weso ravished I 
with delight, thinking tas it was indeed) that he ; 
WM inspired from above, colled him vatem : which ' 
kinde of men afterward framing their verses Ut ' 
lighter musick (ns of muslck 1* many kiiuls, some 


sadder, some^ighter, some martioll, some heroicol, 
and BO diversely eke affect the mynds of men.) 
found nut lighter matter of Poesie also, some play- 
ing wj’th love, some scorning at mens fasliinnn. 
some pouTod out in pleasures ; and so were called 
Puetes or makers. 

tSeiice^reave: what the secrete working of Miisirk 
is in tnS myndcs of men.asivell appeareth hereby, 
that some of tlie auncient PhilosoplierB, and those 
the mnste wise, as Plato and Pj’thBgoras, held for 
opinion, that the my nd was made of a certaino 
haruiome and innsiciill iiombere, for the great com- 
passion, and likenes of affection in thone and in the 
other, ns also hy that laemorable history at Alex- 
ander: to whom when os Timotheus the great 
Musitian playd the Phrygian melody, it is said, 

I that he was distraught with such unwonted fury, 
that, ftreightwuy rysing from the table in great 
rage, ho caused himselfe to he armed, as reorly to 
gne to wnrre, (for that musick is very- warlike.) 
A.n(j immcdtatly when ns the Mnsitiaii channgeil 
his stroke into the Lydian and Innirpie harmony, 
he was so fiirr from warring, that lie snt as sty I. u.s 
if he had bene in matters of counscll. Such might 
is in musick : wherefore Plato ami Aristotle for- 
bid the Arcadian Melodic from children and youth. 
For that being altogither on the fyft and vii 
tone, it is of great force to molifie and quench the 
kindly courage, which useth to biirne in yong 
brests. So that it is not incredible which the Pocte 
here sayth, that Musick can bereave the soule of 
senoe. 

sfiepheard that, Orfihcns : of whom is sold, 
that by his excellent skll in Musick and Poetry, he 
recovered his wife Knrydice from hell. 

Argus eyes: at Argus is before said, that Juno 
to him committed her husbapd Inpiter Ids Para- 
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Con lo, blcauee he hod an hundred eyes : lint after- 
wardo Mercury, wyth hys Muaick lulling Argiist 
aalepe, slew him and brought lo away, whose eyes 
it is sayd that luno, for liis etemall memory, placed 
in her byrd the Peacocks tayle ; for those coloured 
spots indcede resemble eyes. 

Woundle’^se armour, un wounded in warre, doe rust 
througli long peace. 

Duplay, A poetirnll metnphore, whereof the 
meaning is, that, if the Poet list showe his skill 
in matter of more diguitic then is the lioAcly 
ASgloguo, good oucosum is him offered of higher 
vcyne and more Ueroicall argument in the ]iersou 
of our most gratiuiis soveraign, whom (ns Ix^forc) 
he calli'th Elisa. Or if matter of knighthoode luid 
chcYalrie ]ilcnse him lietter, tluit there he miuiy 
Noble and vuliaimt men, that are both wortiiy of 
liis {lay lie in theyr deserved prayses, and also favour' 
ers of hys skit and faculty. 

The worthy, he meancth (os I guesse) the most 
honorable and renownied the Erie of Leyecster, 
whom by Ids cognisance (although th^same be also 
proper to other) rather then by his luimc he lie* 
wrayeth, being not likely that the names of ivorldly' 
princes be known to country clownc. 

Slad , tiiat is when Chou cl^ungcst thy verse from 
stately discourse, to matter of more plcosauncc 
and delight. • 

T/te MtUtrs, a kind of daunce. 

Ilmg, company of d&niicers. 

The Jlomith Tttyrus, wel kiiowen to be Virgile, 
who by Mtecenns means was broufnt into the 
favour of the Eniiwror Augustus, and by' him 
moved to write in loftier kindc then he erst hail doeii . 

Whereon, in these three verses are the three | 
severnll workos of Virgil intended, for in teaching { 
his fiocks to feeile, is moaiit his JEglogiics. In | 
laliouring of lands, is bys Bucollquc^. In singing ' 
of warrs and deadly dreade, is hia divine tiEneis ' 
figured. 

Jn deri'tnq doe. In manhood and chevolrie. 

Forever: He sheweth the cause why Poetes were 
wont to lie had in such honor of noble men, that 
is, tliat liy them their worthines and valor shold 
through theyr famous Foesm^ lie cominendcil to al 
posterities. Wherefore it is soy d, that Achilles had 
never liene so famous, as he i‘«, but for llomercs 
immortal versos, which is the only advantage 
which he had of Hector. And also that Alexander 
the great, comming to his tombe in Sigeus, with 
nuturall toares blessed him. that ever was his hap 
to lx* honoured with so excellent a Poets workyw 
so renowmed and enuoblod onely by hys mcnircs. 
Which lH‘ing declareil in n most eloquent (Jmtinn 
of Tiillles, is of Petrarch no lewe woorthely sette 
forth in n sonet. 

‘ (iliinto Alexandra a la famosa tomba 

* Del foro Achille, sospirando disse : 

* 0 fortnnato, che si chiura tromlia. Trounstl,’ &c. 

And that sndi account hath liene alwayes mode 
of Poetes, as well sheweth this, that the woi-thy 
Soiplo, in all his wurres against Carthage and Nn- 
mnntia, had evermore in his company, and that in 
n most familiar sort, the good olde po^ Ennius ; os 
also that Alexander destroying Thelies, ivhen he 
was enformcxl, that the famous Lyriok poet Piiidii- 
ruH WAR liorne in that dtic, not onely uoinmantided 


streightly, that no man should, upon paync of 
death, do any violence to tlmt house, by fire or 
otherwise: but also specially spared must, and some 
highly rewarded, that w'cre of hys kinne. Fo fa- 
voured he the only name of a Poete, which prayse 
otherwise was in the same man no lease famou!:), 
that when he came to rnnsncking of king D.arins 
coffers, whom he lately had overthrowen, he 
foundo in a littH coffer ot silver the tivo iMKikos of 
Homers works, ns Inyd up there for speciiUl jewels 
and richesse, which he taking thence, ])ut one of 
them duyly in his bosome, and thother every night 
laytie under his piUowc. Such honA have Poetes 
alwayes found in the sight of princes and noble 
men, which this nnthor here very wall sheweth, ns 
els where more notably'. 

Dut a^fter, lie sheweth the cause of contempt of 
Poetry to be idlcnesse, and biisenessc of mynd. 

Pent, shut up in sloutii, as in o^oope or cage. 

Tom piper, an irnnicall Siircnsmus, spoken in de- 
rision of these rude wits, whych make more ac- 
count of n ryming rybiuid, then of skill gromidcd 
ii])on learning and judgment. 

Xe brett, tlie meaner sort of men. 

J/er peeved pineont, unyierfect skil : Spoken wyth 
humble modestie. ^ 

A* Koote as Siranne’ The comparison seemeth to 
be strange, for the swnnnc hntli ever woniie small 
coiiimendation for her swete singing : but it is 
sayd of the learned, thq^ the swan, a little liefore 
hir (Bath, singeth mnst pltosantly, os prophceying 
by n secrete instinct her neere destmic. As well 

th tlie Pix'te elsew here in one of his sonetts. 

‘ The silver swranne doth sing before her dying 
day, 

* As shee that fecles the deepe delight that is in 
death,' &c. • 

Immorlall myn'hour, Beautie, wdiich is on excel- 
lent object of PoeticoU spirites, as appeareth by 
the worthy Petrarch, saying, 

‘ Fiorir facevn il mio dcliile ingegno, 

' A la sua ombra, et crcscer iie gli aiCanni.* 

I A caiftire coraffe, a Imse and abject minde. 

For lofty love, I thinke this playing with the letter, 
to lie ratiicr^a fault then a figure, os wel in our 
English tongue, ns it hath bene alwayes in the 
I Lntine called Cacozelon. 9 

; A vacant, imitateth Mnntunnes saying, * vacuum 
enris divina (lerebrum Poscit.’ 

Lavish Clips, llescmbleth the eomen verse, ‘ Fu;- 
ciiiidi calices queni non fecere disertum.’ 

O if viy, he seemeth here to lie rai islied w ith a 
Poetical fune. For (if om* rightly mark) the 
nnmliers rise so ful, and the verse groweth so big, 
that it seemeth he had forgot the meanenessc of 
shephear^ state and stile. 

Wild yrie, for it is dedicated to ^cchus, and 
therefore it is sayd. that the Mn^nndcs (tliat is 
Bacchus fronticke priestos) used in theyr sacrifice to 
carry niyTsos, which were pointed staves or Jave- 
: lins, wTn)iped about with yvie. 

I Jn bnskm, it was the maner of Poetes and plaiers 
' in tragedies to were buskins, as also in Come^es 
' to use stockes and light shoes. So that the buskin in 
! Poetry is used for tragical matter, os is said in Vir- 
gile, ' Sola Sophodeo tua cariqipn digna cothurno,’ 
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And the like in Homcc, ‘ Magnum loqui, nitique 
cothnruo.' 

(luemt, strange. Bellona, the gmidcsse nf bat- 
tnile, that is, Tallos, nliich may therefore wel lie 
called qneint, for that fas Luomn saitii) when 
Ju] liter hir fatlier was in travcile ot her, he caused 
his snnne Viilcune nith his axe to hew his head : 
Ont nf which l(‘a]MMl forth Instuly a valiant damsell 
armed at all poj ntes, whom Bceing*V’ulcaiie so faire 


[i~ 1-54- 


and comely, lightly leiqiing to her, proferred her 
some cortcsie, w'hich the Lady disdeignlng, shaked 
her spearc at him, and threatned his saucineasc. 
Therefore such strauiigenesse IS well applyed to her, 
Alquipuge, order. 

Tildes, seasons. 

Chaniie, teniiicr .and onler ; for Channes 'wero 
wont to lie mode by verses, as Ovid sayth, ‘ Ant sk 

carmiiiibiis, ^ 


KMTILKMK. 

Hereby is nfeant, ns also in the whole eonrsc of ] Whom I’lers .airswereth E])iphnnomnticos. ns ad* 
this ^Uglogiie, tliat Ihietry is a divine instinct, and * niittiiig the evcellencje ot the skjll, when'of in 
iinnatnriilruge,pnssing the reach of common reason. 1 CiuUlic hee hadde already liudde a toate. 


N0VEMJ5EK. 


.ffiGLOGA UNDECIMA. AnOFMENT. 

/.V fJus ri. .UgloTfiie hee betenyleth the death of some mayden of greats htoud. vhom he eaJhth Dido. The 
personage is secrete, ami to me altogether nnknowne, alhe of him scf/e / often regiiired the same. This 
^Eglogue is made in imitation of Marat hn song, which he made c/wa the death of Taiiis the Frenche 
(pieene; hut farre passing his reaihe, and in myne opinion all other the Fglognes of this tmike. 


Til KNOTT 


On IN. 


Jhe. CoLTN, my dcaro, when shall it please jX.ay, heiterlc.-irne of hem fh.it learned liee, 
thee sing, • | \ih 1 han he vv.atered at the Muses well ; 

As thou were wont, songs of some joui.saunce?| 'I'he kindelve dewe drops from the higher tree 
Thv 3ruse to long sloiiibreth in sorrow irig, And wets the little plants that lowly dwell ’ 
l^iilJeii a sleepe throjjgh loves misgoveriiaunce. | Hut if sadde winters WTathe, .ind season chill 
Now somewhat .sing, whose endles sov-enauncei Accorde not with thv Muses merinient 


]<]moug the .shepeheards swaines may av'c rc- 
maine, 

Whether thee list thy loved la.sse advaunce, 
Or honor Pan with hymnes of higher vaine. 

CoK Theiiot, now nis the time of ineriroake. 
Nor Pan to herve, nor with lov'c to playe ; 

Sike myrth in May is meetest fo« to niake, 

Or summer shade, under the cocked hay. 

But nowe sadde AVinter welked hath the day, 
And Pha-bus, weary of his yerely taskc, 
Ystahled hath his steedes in lowlve lave. 

And taken up his ynne in Fishes'hask’e. 
Thilke .sollein season sadder plight doth a.skc, 
And loathcth .sike delightes as thou doest jirav se : 


0 .sadder times thou mayst attune thy ipiill, 
.\iid sing of sorrowp and ileathes dn'orimcnt ; 
For deade is Dido, dead, alas ! and drent ; 
Dido! tin* greaio Khe])ehourde his daughter 
.sheeiie. 

I he fav rest Mav' sh^ was that ev'cr went, 

Her like slice has not left behinde T weene ; 
And, if tlioii wilt bevvayle mv wofull teiie, 

I slurfl thee give von dCo.sset for tliv jiayno ; 
And, if thy rymes as row'ndc and nifiill lione 
As those tliat did thy Kosalind e 'mplavne, 
Mtch greater gyfts for guerdon thoii shalt 
^ayiic, 

Then Kidde or Cosset, w-hich I thee b> 


i iifii rviuiic OF uossct, W'liicn 1 thee bvnemnt 
The mornefull Mii-*e in myrth now INt -nelThcn up, I sav. thou jollv shepeheard'swavuie 
maske, L<layes; I^t not my .small demaiind be so contempt. ' 

As shee was wont in j’oungth and sommerl ‘ 

But if thoff algate lust light virelaye.s, 

And looser songs of love to underfong, 

"Who but thy selfe deserv'cs sikePoetes prayse? 

Believ’e th}'^ f)aten pypes that sleeiicn long. 

The. The Nightii^ale issovereigne of song, 

Before him sits the Titmose silent bee ; 

And.!, untitte to thru.st in skilfull thronge, 

Should Colin piake Judge of my foulerce ; 


Col. 1 henot, to that 1 choose thou doest 
me tempt ; 

But ah ! to well I wote my humble vaine, 
And howc my rimes bene rugged and uiikemiit ; 
Yet, as J comic, my conning I will straync. 

‘Up, then, Melpomene! the mourncfulstMiise 
of nyne, 

Such cquse of ipouming never hadst afore ; 



55-147.] 


NOVEMBER. 


481 


grieslie ghostes ! and up my rufuU ryme! 
Matter of myrth now shalt thou have no more ; 
For dead ahee is, that mvrth thee made of yore. 
Dido, my deare, alas ! is dead, 

Dead, and lyeth wrapt in lead. 

O hcavie herae ! 

Let streaming teares be poured out in store ; 

O carefull verse ! 

' Shepheards, that by your flocks on Kentish 
downes abyde, 

Wailc ye this wofull waste of Natures warkc ; 
Woile we the wight whose presence was our 
pryde ; [carke ; 

Waile wc the wight whose absence is our 
The sonno of all the world is dimnie and darke : 
The earth now lacks her wonted light. 

And all we dwell in deadly night. 

O heavie herae ! ^ [Larke ; 

Breakc we our pypes, that ahrild as lowde as 
O carefull verse! 

* Why doe wo longn live, (ah ! why live we so 

long?) • [woe? 

Whose better dayes death hath shut up in 

Hie fayrest floure our gyrlond all emong 
Is faded quite, and into dust yg(%. [moe 

Sing now, ye shepheards daughters, sing no 
The songs that Colin made you in her praise, 
But into weeping tome your wanton layes. 
O heavie herse ! [ y^e : 

Nowe is time to dye: Nay, time was long 
O carefull verse ! , 

< Whence is it, that the flouret of the Add 
doth fade, 

And lyeth buiy^ long in Winters bale; 

Yet, soone as spring his mantle hath displayde, 
It floureth fresh, as it shotld never fa^le? 

But thing on earth that is of most availe, 

As vertues braunch and beauties budde. 
Reliven not for any good. • 

O heavie herse ! 

The braunch once dead, the budde eke needes 
O carefull verso ! [must quail*; 

* She, while she was, (that was, a woful word 

to sayne !) 

Forb 6 &uti 6 Bprfty 86 ftnd plcsfluncc h&(lD0pC6r6| 
So wdl she couth tlie shepherds entertayne 
With cakes and cracknells, and such country 
chore: [swaine 

Ne would she scome the simple sliepheordsl 
For she would cal him often heame. 

And give him curds and clouted Creome. 

O heavie herse ! 

Als Colin Cloute she would not once disdayne ; 
0 carefull verso! 


But nowe sike happy cheere is tumd to heavie 
chaunce. 

Such pleasaunce now displast by dolors dint : 
All musick sleepes, where death doth leade the 
dannee. 

And sliepherds wonted solace is extinct. 

The blew in bl^k, the greene in gray is tinct; 
The gaudie girlonds deck her grave. 

The faded flowres her corse enmrave. 

O heavie herse ! 

Monfe nowe, my Muse, now momS with teares 
O carefull verse ! [besprint; 

O thou greate shcplieard, Lobbin, how great 
is thy griefe I [thee ? 

Where bene the nosegayes tha^^^e di^t for 
The coloured chaplets wrought wi^ a chiefe. 
The knotted rush-ring^ and gilte Kosemarec i 
For shee deemed nothing too deere for thee. 
Ah ! they bene all yclad in clay ; 

One bitter blast blewe all away. 

O hcavie herse ! 

Thereof nought romaynes out the memoree ; 
O carefull verse ! 

* Ay^e ! that dreerief^th should strike so 
mortall stroke. 

That can undoc Dome Natures kindly course; 
The faded lockes fall from the loftie oke. 

The flouds do gaspe, for diyed is theyr Bourse, 
And flouds of teares flowe in theyr stead per- 


The mantled medowes moume, 

Theyr sondiy colours toume. 

O h^vie herse ! 

The heavens doe melt in teares without re- 
O carefull verse ! [morse 1 

The feeble flocks in field refuse their former 
foode, [to weepe ; 

And hang theyr heads as th^ would learno 
The beastes in forest wayle as wey were woods. 
Except the Wolves, that chase the wandring 
sheepe, 

Now she 18 gone that safely did hem kcepe : 
The Turtle on the bared braunch 
Laments the wound that death did launch. 
0 *heavie herse ! 

And Philomele her song with teares doth 
0 carefull verse ! •[ steepe ; 

‘The water Nymphs, that wont with her to 
sing and daunce. 

And for her girlond Olive braunches beare, 
Nowe bolefull boughes of Cypres doen ad- 
vaunce ; [weave, 

The Muses, that were wont greene bayes to 
Now brings bitter Eldre braunches seore; 


THE SHEPHEARDS CALENDER. 


[ l . 148-208. 


482 

The fatall sisters eke repent ' I see thee, blessed soule, I sec 

Her vitall threde so soone was spent. I W^kc in Elisian iieldes so free. 

O heavie herse ! O happy herse ! 

Morne now, my Muse, now mome with heavy iMi^ht I once come to thee, (0 that I might !) 
O carefull v^e ! [chcare, I U joyfull verse ! 

*0! trustlesse state of earthly things, apdj* Unwise and wretched men, to weete wkats 
shpperhope [nought, | good or ill, 

Of mortal men, that swincke an I sweate for Werieeme of Death as doome of ill desert; 
And, shootnig wide, doe misse the marked ■ fooles, what it us bringes until, 

scope; ^ , u would we dayly, once it to expert! 

^ow have I Icarnd (a lesson derely bought) 1 daungcr there the shepheard can astert; 

Fayie Iieldes and plcasaunt layes there bene ; 


That nys on earth assuraunce to be sought; 
For what might be in earthlic mould. 

That did her buried body huuld. 

O heavie heme I 

Yet saw I on tlie beare when it was brought; 
O carefull verse ! 


The lleldas ay fresli, tlie grasse ay greene. 
O happy herse ! 

Make hast, ye shepheartls, thether to revert : 
O joyfull verse ! 


But muugiu death, «id dreaded ‘ (*'>»* ‘“™' "h*" 

I There lives shoe with the blessed Gods in blisse, 
I There drincks she Nectar \,'ith Ambrosia mixt. 
And joyes enjuyee that mortall men doe misse. 


deadly spight, 

And gates of'hsl, and fyrie furies forsc, 

She hath the bondi'brokc of etemall night. 


Her soule unbodied of the burdenous corpse. i """ 

tVhy then weepea Lobhin «. without remorse ? ^ '?• , 

O Lobb! thvnosse no longer Imnent; 1 whih>me was pre shepljMnU pr^^ 

Dido nis deid, bnf into h^ren hunt. ' I ^5''' 

O happye herse ! „ ^ happ,ufierae . 

Cease now, my Muse, now eease thy sonowee ”■? “y 

O joyfull Y^i [eourse;; O joyfull verso!’ 

‘Why wayle we then? why weary we thej Thf. Ay, francke shepheard, how bene thj' 
Gods with praynts, verses meint 

As if some evill were to her betight ? ^ With doleful pleasaunce, so as I ne wotte 

She raignes a goddessc now emong the saintes. Whether rejoyce or weepc for great constrainte. 
That w'hilome was the saynt of shepheards , Thyne be the cossette, well hast thow it gottc. 

light. Up, Colin iin ! ynough thou morned hast ; 

And is enstdled nowe in heavens bight • Now gynnes to'mizzle, hye we homeward fast. 


COLINS KMBLKMK. 
Lm mart ny mord. 


GLOSSE. 


JcuiMamee, myrtta. 

aovmaunee, remembrance. ^ 

Jleru, honour. 

Welted, shortnod or empayred. As the Moone 
being in walne is sayde of Lidgate Co welk. 

In lowly lay, according to the season of the 
moneth November, when the soune drawoth low 
in the South toward his Tropick or ret ume. 

In fidwe heuke, the sonne rcigneth, that is, in the 
signe Pisces all November : a haske is a wicker pad, 
wherein they use to cary flsh. 

VxreUiie*, a light kind of song. 

• Ilee watred, fur it is a saying of Poctea, that they 
have drunk of the Muses well Oastulios, whereof 
was before sufllcdently sayd. 


Drertmenl, dreery and heavy cheere. 

The great shepheard, is some man of high degree, 
and not, as some vuinely suppose, God Pan. The 
person both of the shephearde and of Dido is iin- 
knuwen, and closely buried in the Authors concci|)t. 
But out of duulit I am, that it is not Bnsalind, iis 
some Imagin : for he speaketh soone after of her also. 

Shene, fayre and shiniug. 

May, for inayde. 

Tene, sorrow. 

Guerdon, reword. 

Bynempt, bequethed. 

Oossd, a lambe brought up without the dam. 

Unkempt, Incompti. Not corned, that is, rude 
and unhansome. 



NOVEMBER. 


Melpomene^ The sadde and waylefiiU Mnae, used of I 
Poets in honor of Tragedies : os.'saith Vixgile, ‘ Mel- i 
pomene tragico proclamat mcesta boatu.' > 

Up grxealy goats. The mauer of Tragicall Poetes, 
to call for helpe of Furies, and damned ghostes : so 
is Heciiba of Euripides, and Tantalus brought in of 
Benoca. And the rest of the rest. 

Herse, is the solemne obspqiiie in funerallcs. 

Wast of, decay of so beuutifiill a peece. 

Carke, care. • 

Ah why, an elegant EiHinorthosis, as also sooue 
after : nay, time was long ago. 

Floutvi, a diminutive for a little floure. Tl^s is 
a notable and scntentions comparison, ‘ A nitnore 
ad nugua,’ 

Reliven not, live not ogaine, s. not in tlieyr earthly 
bodies : for in heaven they enjoy their dne reward. 

77te brauHch, He meaneth Dido, who lieing us it 
were the maync braiincli now •withered, the bnddes, 
that is, lieautic (ns he sayd afore) can no more 
floiinah. 

With cakes, fit for shepheards Innkelh. 

Jleame, for home, after the northemc pronoun- 
cing. 

Tmet, dyed or atayngd. 

The gattdic : tlie meaning is, that the things which 
were the ornaments of her Ij-fe are made the honor 
of her funeroll, os is used in burians 

fjobbtn, the name of a shephenl, which seemeth 
to have Is'ne the lover and deerc frendc of Dido. 

Ruakringa, agreeable for such base wf tcs. 

Faded lockes, dryed leaves. As if NMiire her seife 
bewayled the death of the Maydc. 

Sourse, spring. 

Mantled medotrea, for the sondry flowres are like 
a Mantle or coverlet MTought with many colours, i 

I^hdomele. the Nightingale : whomc the Poetes ' 
faine once to have bene a hodye of great Imuty, | 
till, lieiiig ravishml by liir sisters husband*, she j 
dffiircd to be turned into a byrde of her name, 
whose cinnplaintes lie very wel set forth of Ma. i 
George Gascoin, a wittie gentlemaii, and the very 
ehefe of our late rymers, who, and if some partes of 
learning waiittnl not (albee it is well knowen he 
alt(»g} tlier wanted not leonflug) no doubt would 
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have attayned to the ex^encye of those famous 
Poets. For gifts of wit and natuTall promptnesso 
appears in hym aboundontly. 

Cypreaae, used of the old Faynims in tho furnislL- 
ing of their funerall Pompe, and properly tho signs 
of all sorow and heavinesse. 

The fatall autera, Clotho, Lochesis, and Atropos, 
daughters of Hsrebus and the Nighte, whom the 
Poetes fayne to spinne the life of man, as it wen; 
a long threde, which they drawe out in length, till 
his fatal howrc and timely death bo come ; but if 
by tAhcr casnaltie his dayes be abrHged, then one 
of them, that is, Atropos, is sayde to luivc cut 
the tlircde in twain. Hereof conimcth a common 
verse. 

‘ Clotho coliim bajulat, Lachesis traliit, Atropos 
oceat.* 

0 truatlease, a gallant exclanflition, moralized 
with great wisedom, and passionate Avyth gn'at 
affection. 

Iteare, a frame, wheron they use to lay tho dead 
corse. 

Fumes, of Poetes ore feyned to bo three, Perse- 
phone, Alecto, and Megeru, which are sayd to be 
the Anthours of all evill and^nischiefe. 

Etemall night, is death or darkncsse of hell. 

Itetight, happened. 

1 see, a lively Icon or representation, os if he saw 
her i% heaven present. • ^ 

Elyamn jleldea, be devisea of Poetes to be a place 
of pleasure like Paradise, where the happye soules 
dqf rest in peace and eternal happynesse. 

Dye would, the very expresso saying of Plato in 
Phsedonc. 

Astei't, liefall unwores. 

Nec,iar and Ambi-osta, be ftigned to be the drink 
and foode of the gods: Ambrosia they liken to 
Manna in scripture, and Nectar to be white like 
Creme, whereof is a proper tale of Hebe, that spilt 
a cup of it, and stayned the heavens, us yet appear- 
eth. But I have already discoursed that at large 
in my Commentarye upon the Dreomes of the same 
Anthoiir. 

Meynt, mingled. 


^HLKME. 




Wliich is as much to say, aa death biteth not. For 
although by course of nature we I* borne to dye, 
and being rijiencd with age, as with a timely har- 
vest, we must l)c gathoretl in time, or els of our 
selves we fall like rotted ripe fruite fro the tree : 
yet death is not to be counted for evill, nor (os the 
Voete sayd a little before) as doomc of ill desert. 


For though the trespasse of the first man brought 
death into the world, os the guerdon of siniie, 
yet being overcome by the death of one that dj-ed 
for ol, it is now made (as Chaucer sayth) the grenc 
path way to life. 80 that it agreeth well with that 
was sayd, that Death byteth not (that is) hurteth 
not at all. 


DECEMBER. 


.SGLOGA DUODECIMA. ABGUMENT. 

This jEglogue (w«i aa the first beganne) ta ended with a eomplaynte of Cohn to God Pan; wherein, aa 
weary of htafornxet' wayea, hee proportioneth hia life to thefoure seasons of the yeare; comparing hya 
yottthe to the spring tune, when he was fresh and free from loves follye. His manhoode to the summer, 
which, he aayth, was oonsumMl wUh greate heate and earceastve drouth, caused throughe a Oomet or bkising 

ii9 
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«*afTe, by wMcfc Aee wtoMth love ; which pauum it oommon/y compared to luehflanut and immoderate 
heaie. Hit riper yearet hee rme^dh to an urueaionabte harverie, wherein the /^Oet /all ere they be 
rype. Bit latter age to wintert chyll andfroit*e Mouon, now drawing neare tohulatt ende. 


The gentle shepheaid satte beside a springe, 
All in the shadowe of a bushye brere, 

That Colin hight, which wel could pype and 
singe, f* 

For he of Tityrus his songs did lere : 

There, as he satte in sccreate shade alone, 
ThnsganM make of love his piteous ipone. 

* O soveraignc Pan ! thou god of shepheards 

all. 

Which of our tender Lambkins takest keep<^ | 
And, when our flocks into mischaunce mought 
fall, 

Doest save from mischicfe the unwary shccpe, 
Als of their inaisters hast no lesse regorde 
Then of the flocks, which thou doest watch i 
and warde ; 

<I thee beseuhe (sc^jie thou deigne to heare 
Rude ditties, tund to shepheards Oaten leede, 
Or if 1 ever sonet song so cleare. 

As it with pleasaunce thought thy fancie feede) 
Hearken awhile, fsjm thy greene cabkiet, 
The rurall song of carefull Colinet. 

•Whilomein youth, when flowrd myjoyfull 
spring, 

Like Swallow swift I wandred here and there ; 
For heate of heedlefiae lust me so did sting. 
That 1 of doubted daunger had no ftore : 

1 went the wastefall woodes and forest wide, 
Withouten dreode of Wolves to bene espyed. 

* I wont to raunge amydde the mazie tliickette, 
And gather nuttes to make me Christmas 

game. 

And joyed oft to chace the trembling Pricket, 
Or hunt the ha^esse hare til shee were tame. 
What recked 1 of wintiye ages waste ? — 
Tho deemed I my spring would ever laste. 

<How often have I scaled the craggie Oke^ 

All to dislodge the Raven of her nest ? 

How have I wearied with many a stroke 
The Btatelv Walnut-tree, the while the rest 
Under the tree fell all for nuts at strife ? 

For ^Ijjte to me was libcrtec andlyfe. 

* And for I was in thilke some looser yeores, 
(Whether the Muse so wrought me mm my 

byrth, 

Or I to much beleeved my shepherd peetes,) 
Somedcle ybent to song and musicks mirth, i 
A good old shqihefude, Wrenock was his 
. name, I 

Made me by arte more canning m the same. : 


* Fro thence 1 durst in derring-doe compare 
With shepheards swayne vdiot ever fedde in 

fleld; 

And, if that llobbinol right judgement bard^ 
To Pan his owne selfe pype I neede not yield: 
Fbr, if the flocking Rymphes did folow Pan, 
The wiser Muses after Colin name. 

But, ah ! such pryde at length was ill re- 
])ayde : 

The shepheards Ood (perdie Cod was he none) 
My hurtlesHc pleasaunce did me ill upbraide ; 
My freedome lome, my life he lefte to mone. 
Love they him called that gave me check- 
iiiato 

But buttA* mought they have behote him 
Hate. 

* Tho gan my lovely Spring bid me farewel. 
And Sommer season sped him to display 
(For love them in the Lyons house did dwell) 
The raging fyre that kindled at his ray. 

A comett stird up that unkindly heate. 
That rei^ved (as men sayd) in Venus seats. 

‘ Forth was I ledde, not as I wont afore, 
When choise I had to choose my wandring 
wave. 

But whether luck and loves unbridled lore 
Woulde leade me forth on Fancies bitte to 
piaye : [bowre. 

The bush my bedde, the bramble was my 
The Woodes can witnesse many a wofuU 
stowre, 

* Where 1 was wont to seeke the honey Bee, 
Working her formall rowmes in wexen frame, 
The grieslie Tode-stoole growne there mought 

I se. 

And loath^ Paddocks lording on the same : 
And where the nhaiinting birds luld me 
^ asleepe. 

The ghastlie Owle her grievous ynne doth 
keepe. 

* Then as the springe gives place to elder time, 
And bringeth Ibrth the fruite of sommers piyde ; 
Also my age, now passed youngthly pryme, 
lo thingcs of ryper season selfe applyed, 

And leamd of lighter timber cotes to frame, 
Such os might save my sheepe and me fro 
shame. 

‘To make flne cages for the Nightingale, 

Am Baskets of bulrushes, was my wont: 

I Who to entrappe the fish m winding sale 
I Was better seene, or hurtful beastes to hoot ? 
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I learned als the eigne^ of heaven to ken, 

How Phoebe fay lea, where Venus sittes, and 
when. 

‘ And trvedtimeyettaughtmegrcaterthinges; 

The Bodain lysing of the raging seas, j 

'rhe soothe of hyides by beating of their | 
winges, [ease, 

ITie power of herbs, both which can hurt and 
And which be wont t’ enrage the resttessc 
sheepe. 

And which be wont to worke etemall sleepe. 

* But, ah ! unwise and witlesse Colin Cloute, 

That kydst the hidden kinds of many a wede, 

Yet kydst not eneto cure thy sore hart-roote, 

Whose ranckling wound as yet docs rifelye 

bleede. [wound ? 

Why li vest thou stil, and yet hast thy deathes 
Why dyest thou stil, and yi^t alive art 
founde ? 

* Thus is my sommer womc away and wasted. 

Thus is iny harveft hastened alf to rathe; 

The eare that budded faire is burnt and blasted. 

And aU my hoped gaine is tufnd to scathe : 

Of all the seede that in my youth was sownc 
Was nought but brakes and brambles to be 
mownc. 

<My boughes with bloosmes that crowned | 
were at firste. 

And promised of timely fruite such store, 

Are left both bare and'karrein now at erst ; 

The flattring fruite is fallen to grownd^t^ore. j 
And rotted ere they were halfe mellow ripe; ' 

My h»n-ut, wabt, my hope away dyd wipe. , . together ye my little flocke, 

‘ The fr^antflowres, that in my garden grewe. My little flock, that was to me so liefe; 

Bene wi&ered, as they hadbenegathered long; {Let me, ah ! lettc me in your foldes ye lock, 
Theyr rootes bene dryed^up forlackc of dewe. Ere the breme Winter breede you greater griefc. 
Yet dewed with tcarcs ^ey han be ever! Winter is come, that blowes the balefuU 
among. [spight,} breath. 

Ah! who has wrought my Rosalind this' And after Winter commet^ timelv death. 
To .oil the flowres that should her gMond., delightes, amt lulled me alleepet 

dignt f j Adieu, my deare, whose love I bought so deare ; 

And l,that whilome wont to frame my p]^pc< Adieu, my little Lambes and loved sheepe; 
Unto the shifting of the shepheards foote, j Adieu, ye Woodes, that oft my witnessc were : 
Sike follies nowe have gathered as too ripe. Adieu, good Hobbinoll, that was so true, 
And cast hem out as rotten and unsoote. I Tell Rosalind, her Colin bids her adieu.’ 

COLIKS EMBLBME. 

VivUur hngenio : caUra wmtis erimt. • 


The loser Lasso 1 cast to please no more ; 
One if 1 please, enough is me therefore. 

* And thus of all my harvest-hope I have 
Nought reaped but a weedye crop of care ; 
Which, when I thought havethresht in swell 

ing sheave, 

Cockel for com, and chaffe for barley, bare : 
Soone as the chaffe should in the fan be fynd. 
All was blowne away of the wavering wynd. 

* So^ow my yeare drawes to hiB*latter termc. 
My spring is spent, my sommer burnt up quite ; 
My harvestc hasts to stirre up Winter sterne. 
And bids him clayme with rigorous rage hys 

right: [stoure; 

So nowe he stormes with^many a sturdv 
So now his blustring blast S:he coste dooth 
scoure. 

‘ The carefull cold hath nypt my rugged r^-nde. 
And in mv face deepe furrowes eld hath pight : 
My head besprent with hoary frost I fynd, 
And by myne eic the Ciffw his clawe dooth 
wright : 

Delight is layd abedde; and pleasure past; 
No sonne now shine^ ; cloudes han all over- 
• cast. • 

*Now leave, ye shepheards boyes^ your merry 
• glee ; ^ 

My Muse is hoarse and wearie of tliys stoiinde* 
Here will I hang my pyix! upon this tree : 
Was never pype of reedc^d better soiiude. 
Winter is come that blowes the bitter blastc, 
And after Winter dreerie death does bast. 


GLOSSE. 


TV^riM, Chanoer, as hath bene oft sayd. 
Lambkintt young lambes. 

AU of 0Mr, seemeth to ezpresse Virgils verse. 

* Fan onrat ores ovlnmque magistros.' 
vontchsafe. 


Ca&tnef, Cbftfief, diminutives. 
ifaRe,for th^ be like to a maze whence it Is hard 
to get out agayne. 

felowes and ccanpanlons. 
iftMidt, that Is Poetry, as Terence aayth, *Qni 
artem tractant muaicam,’ apeUng of Foetee. 
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Demng doe^ aforeaayd. 

LUmt house: he imagineth almply that Cupid, 
which Is love, had his abode In the whote signe 
Leo, which is in the middest of somcr ; a prekie 
allegory ; whereof the meaning is, that love in him 
wrought an cxtraordmorie heate of lust. 

Hu ray, which is Cupides bcamc or flames of 
Love. 

A eomete, a biasing storre, mtant of beautie, 
which was the caisc of his whote love. 

Venus, the goddease of beauty or pleasure. 
Also a signe in heaven, as it is here taken. So 
he meaneth feat beautie, which hath oli^ycs 
aspect to Venus, was the cause of his unquietnes 
in love. 

Where 1 was: a flne description of the channge 
of his lyfc and liking, for all things nowc seemed 
to him to have altered their kindly course. 

Ijording : Spok^ after the manner of Paddocks 
and Frogges sitting, which is Indeed lordly, not 
removing nor looking once aside, unlease they be 
sturred. 

Then as: The second part, that la, his monhoode. 

Cotes, Sheepecotes, for such be the exercises of 
shepheards. 

Sale, or sallow, a kmde of wooddc like Wyllow, 
fit to wreath and b^de in leapes to catch fish 
witball. 

Phwbe fayles. The Eclipse* of the Moone, which is 
alwayes in Cauda, or Cq^ltc Droconis, sigiica in 
heaven. e *> 

Venus, 8. Venus ataire, utherivise called TTespcrtis, 
and Vcsiier, and Lucifer, both because he seemeth 
to lie one of the brightest starres, and also fli\.t 
ryseth, and setteth lost. All wliich skill in starres 
lieing convenient for shcphcardcs to knowe, Theo- 
critus and the rest use. 

Raging seas : The caihe of the swelling and ebbing 
of the sea commeth of the course of the Moone, 
sometime encreosing, sometime warning and de- 
creasing. 

Sooth of hyrdes, A kind of soothsaying used in 
elder tymes, which they gathered by the flying of 

KMBT. 

The meaning whereof is, that all thinges perish 
and come to theyr last end, but workes of learned 
wits and monnments of Poetry abide for ever. 
And therefore HoiTce of his Odes, a worke though 
fill indede of great wit and learning yet of no so 
great w’eight and importaunce, boldly anyth, 

* Exegi monimentum sere perennins, 

‘ Quod nec imber edax, ncc aquilo vorax.’ &c. 


byrds : First (as is sayd) invented by the Thus- 
canes, and from them derived to the Beanes who, 
as it is sayd in Livic, were so supersticioiisly rooted 
in the same, that they agreed that every Noble 
man should put his sonno to the Thuscaines, by them 
to be brought up in that knowledge. 

Of herbes: That wonderous thin^ be wrought by 
herbes, as avcII appeoreth by the common working of 
them ill our bodies, as also by the wonderful kxi- 
chauntments and sorceries tliat have bene wrought 
by iihcm, insomuch that it is sayde that Circo, a 
famous soricrcssc, turned men into sondiy kinds of 
lieastes and Monsters, and oncly by herbes : os the 
Poete sayth, 

‘ Dea sowa potentlbus herbis, &c.' 

Kidst, kneweat. 

Bare, of come. 

Scathe, losse, hindcraunce. 

The fragrant ftoun'es, sundry studies and laudable 
partes of learning, wherein our Poet is secno, be 
they witnesse which are pnvie to this study. 

Ever amoAg, Ever and anone. 

Thus IS my. The thyrde part wherein is set forth 
his ripe yscrcs as an untimely harvest that brmg- 
etli httlc fruite. a 

/Jo now my yeere : The lost part, wherein is des- 
cribed his age, hy comparison of wyntrye stormes. 

Car (full cold, lor care is buy d to coolc the blood. 

Glee, mirth. 

Hoary frost, a metaphore of hoary hcares scat- 
tered lyke tSI^\ gray frost. 

Breeme, sharpe and bitter. 

Adiem Mights, is a conclusion of all : where in 
sixo verses he comprehendeth briefly all that was 
touched in this booke. In the first verse his 
delights of youth generally : In the second, the love 
of Itosalind : In the thyrd, the keeping of sheepe, 
which is the argument of all the .^glogiies : In the 
fourth, his complaints ; And in the last two, his 
professed frendbhip and good will to his good friend 


.F,MK. 

Therefore let not Uu envied, that this Poete in 
his Epilogue sayth, he hath made u Calendar tliat 
shall endure os long as time, die. folowlng the en- 
sam^e of Horace and Ovid in the like. 

‘Orandc opus exegi, quod nec lovis ira, neo 
ignis, 

^Nec ferum potent nec edox abolere vetustas,' 
Ac. 


Loe! 1 have made a Cedender for every 
yearey 

That Steele in strength, and time itt, durance. 


I marked wdl the starres revolution, 

It shall contiuewe tiU the worlds dissolution, 

To teach die ruder tihepheard how to feede his 


And from the fahers frauds his folded flocks to 
keeps. 


Goe, lyttle Calender ! thou hast a free passe-^ 
jmrte ,- 

Goe but a lowly gate emongstc the meaner sorts : 

I Dare not to match thy pype with Tityrus his 
^yle. 

Nor with the Pilgrim that the Ploughmanplayde 
awhyh; 

ButfoUoioe themfarre off, and their high steppes 

I adore : [■ more. 

[ The better please, the worse desgnut ^ ^ 

s jiebckdz. 




COMPLAINTS; 

CONTAINING SUNDBIE SMALL POEMES 

OP THE 

WOURLDS VANITiti!.* 

WHEREOF THE NEXT PAGE MAKETH MENTION, 


BY ED. SP. 



A NOTE OF THE SUNDRIE POEMES fcoNTAINED IN THIS VOLUME. 


1. The Ruines of Time. 6. Muiopotmon^ or Hie Tale of the Butter 

2. The Tearee of the Musee. file. 

3. VirgUe Gnat. 7. Visione of the Worlds Vanitie, 

4. Frosopopolot or Mother Huhherds Tale. 8. BeUayes Visionr, 

6. 7^e Ruines of Borne : by Bellay, 9. Peirar^es Visions. 


i *' * 

THE PRINTER TO THE GEiJIrLE READER, 


Since my late setting foorth of the Faerie | ^’erie grave and profitable. To which effect I 
Queene, finding* tlial it hath found a favour* understand that he besides wrote siindrie others, 
able passage amoi^st you, 1 have sithence namiJio Kcvlesiastes and Canticnm canHwmm 
endevoured by all good meanes (for the translated, A Knights siumhery The hell of 
better encrease and accomplishment of your loversy his Purgatotie, being all dedicated to 
delights,) to get into my handcs such smale Ladies; so os it may seeme he ment them all 
Foemes of the same Authors, as I heard were to one volume. Besides some otlier Pamphlets 
dlsperst abroad in sundrie hands, and not looselie scattered ^broad : as Hie dying 
easie to bee come by, by himselfe ; some of i PeUican, The howers of the lardy The 
them having lienc diverslie inibeziled and sacrifice of a sinner, The Kven Psalmes, Ac. 
purlo}med from him since his departure over -which when I can, either by himselfe or 
Sea. Of the which 1 have, by good meanes, othdirwise, attaine too, I mcaue likewise for 
gathered togeather these fewe parcels present, your favour sake to set foorth. In the mcane 
which 1 have caused to bee imprinted alto- time, praying^ you gentlie to accept of these, 
geather, for that they al seeme to containe like ahd graciousTie to entertoine the new Poet, 1 
matter of argument in them; being all com- take leave. 
plaints and meditations of tlie worlds vanitie, 
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THE EUINES OF TME. 

DEDICATED TO THE BIGHT NOUL^ AMI) BKAUTIFULL LADIE, * 

THE LADIE MARIE, 

COURTESSB OF TEMBROOKE. 


Most Honourable and bountj|a11 Ladie, 
there bee long sithens deepe sowed in my 
brest the seede of most entire love and 
humble affection • unto that most bravo 
Knight., your noble brother deceased ; which, 
taking roote, began in his life Sime some what 
to bud forth, and to shew themselves to him, 
as then in theweakenes of their first spring; 
And would in their rf^ streqfth (hod it 
pleased high God till wen to drawe out his 
daics) spirM forth fruit of more perfection. 
But since God hath disdei^ned the world of 
that most noble Spirit, which was tlic hope 
of all learned men, and the Patron of my 
young Musee^ togeather wiUi him bot^ their 
nope of anie further fruit was cut off, and also 
the tender delight of those their first blossoms 
nipped and quite dead. Yet, sithens my late 
cumming into England, some frends of mine, 
^which might much prevoile with me, and 
indeede commaund me) ^knowing )vith howe 
straight bandcs of duetie 1 was tied to him, 
as also bound unto that noble house, (of whidi 


the chiefc hope then rested in him) have 
sought to revive them by upbraiding me, for 
that I have not shewed* anie thankefull re- 
membrance towards him or any of them, but 
sufler their names to fleep m silence and 
foigetfiilnesse. Whome chiedie to satisfie, or 
els to Bvoide that fowle blot of unthankeful- 
nes^, I have conceived this small Poeme, 
intituled by a generall^ame of The World* 
Ruine8\ yet speciallie intended to the re- 
itowming of that noble race, fh>m which both 
you and he sprong, and to the eternizing of 
some of tlic chi^e of them late deceased. 
The which I dedicate un|o your La. as whome 
it most speciallie concerneth ; and to whome 
I acknowledge my selfe bounden by manie 
singular favours and great graces. I pray 
for your Honourable happinesse; and so 
humDlie kisse your handcs. 

Your Ladiships ever 
humblie at commaund. 

£. 8 . 


THE RUINES OF TIME. 


It chaunoed me on day beside the shore 
Of silver streaming Thamesis to bee, 

Nigh where the goodly Verlame stood of yor^ 
Of which there now remaines no memorie, 
Nor anie little moniment to see, 

IW which the travailer, that fares that way, 
*This once was she,* may warned be to say. 

There, on the other side, I did behold 
A Woman sitting, sorrowfullie wailing. 
Bending her yeoTow locks, like wyrie gold 
About her shoulders careleslie downe trailing, 


And streames of teares from her faire eyes 
forth railing : 

In herri^t hand a broken rod she held,[ weld. 
Which towards heaven shce seem^on high to 

Whether she were one of that Rivers Nymphes, 
Which did the losse of some dere love lament, 
I doubt; or one of those three fatall Impes 
Which draw the dares of men forth in extent : 
Or th* auncient Genius of that Gitie brent: 
But, seeing her so piteouslie perplexed, 

1 (to her calling) oskt what her so vexed. 
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*AhI what delight (quoth she) iii earthlie 
thing, 

Or comfort can 1, wretched creature, have? 
Whose happines the heavens envying, 

From highest staire to lowest st^ me dravc^ 
And have in mine owne bowels made my gravt^ 
That of all Nations now I am Jorlome, 

The worlds sad spectacle, and fortunes scome.* 

Much was I mooved at her piteous plaint, 
And felt myvheart nigh riven in my bresi 
With tender ruth to see her sore constraint; 
That, shedding tcarea a while, I still did rest. 
And after did her name of her request. 

* Name have 1 none (quoth she) nor anie being, 
Bereft of both Fates unjust decrceiug. 

* I was that Gitie, which the garland wore 
Of Biitaines pride, delivered unto me 

By Romanc Victors, which it wonne of yore; 
Though nought at all but ruines now 1 bee, 
And lye in mine owne ashes, as ye see, 
Verlame I was : wltat bootes it that I was, 
Sith now I am but weedcs and wastfull gras V 

* O vaine worlds glorie ! and unstedfast state 
Of ^ that lives on f|c( of sirifull earth { 
Which, from their first untill their utmost date, 
Taste no one hower of happines or merth ; 

But like OB at the ingate of their berth * 
They crying creep out of their mothers woomb, 
So waihng backe go to their wofuU tooinb. 

* Why then dooth flesh, a bubble-glas of breath, 
Hunt after honour and advauncement vain^ 
And reare a trophee for devouring death. 

With so grc»t labour and long lasting poine, 
As if his dales for ever should reiname ? 

Sith all that in this world is great or gale 
Doth as a vaiiour vanish, and decaie. 

*Looke backe, who list, unto the former ages. 
And call to couq^ what is of them become : 
Where be those learned wits and antique Sages, 
Which of all wisedome knew the perfect 
somme ? 

Where those great warriors, which did over- 
come 

The world with conquest of their might and 
maine, [raine? 

And made one meore of th’ earth aqd of their 

‘ What nowe is of th* Asi^rian Lyonesse, 

Of whome no footing now on earth appearea ? 
What of the Persian Beares outragiousnesse. 
Whose metaiorie is quite wome out with yeares^ 
]^o of the Grecian Libbardnow ought neares, 
That overran the East with greedie powre, 
And left his whelps their kingdomes to de- 
voure? 


* And where is that same great scveu-hcadded 

beast, 

That made nations vassals of her pride. 

To fall licforc her feetc at her beheast, 

And in the ncckc of all the world did ride ? 
Wlicre doth she all that wondrous welth nowe 
hide? t 

With her owne weight down pressed nowshec 
« lies, 

And by her heaps her hugcncssc testified. 

* O Rome ! thy mine I lament and me, 

And ill thy fall my fatall overthrowe, [vewe 
That whilom was, whilst heavens with equoll 
Deignd to lichuld me and thuir gifts b^lowe, 
'rhe picture of thy pride in pompous shew : 
And of the whole world as thou wast the Em- 
pressc, 

So I of thi!^ small Northeriie world w'as Prin- 
ces se. 

‘ To tell the beawtic of mij buildings fayre, 
Adomd with purest goldc and i>rccious stone ; 
To tell my ricljes, and endoiiti^ents rare, 

That by my foes arc now' all spent and gone ; 
'I'o tell iriy forces, matchablc to none, 

Were bur lost lal)our,<that few' would belccve. 
And with rfhearbing w'ould me more agree ve. 

‘ High towers, faire temples, goodly theaters, 
Strong walls, rich porches, princelie pallaces. 
Large streetes, brave houses, sacred sepulchers, 
Sure gates, sweetc gardens, stately galleries, 
Wrought with faire pillours and fine imageries ; 
AH those (0 pitie !> now are tiimd to dust. 
And overgrow cn with Uacke oblivions rast. 

‘ 1 floretoo for warlike power, and peoples store. 
In Britannie was none to match with mee, 
That manic often dlQ abie full sore ; 

Ne Troynovont, though elder sister slice, 

great forces might compared bee : 
f hat stout Pendragon to his iicrill felt, 

Who in a siege seaven yeres about me dwelt. 

^ut long ere this, Bunduca, Britonnessc, 

^r might ie boast against my bulwarkes 
Bimduca,that victoriousconquercsse, J brought, 

That, lifting up her brave horoick thought 
Bove womens wcaknes, with the Romanes 
fought^ [vailed; 

Fought, and m field against them thnee pre- 
Yet was she foyld, when as she me assailed. 

‘ And though at last by force I conquered 
were 

Of haidie Saxons, and became their thrall, 
Yet was I with much bloodshed tought full 
deere, ^ 

And prizde with slaughter of their Generali; 


L. 117-217.] THB RVWES OP TtME. 


4$l 


The moniment of whose sad funerallt 
For wonder of the world, long in me lasted, 
But now to nought through spoyle of time is 
wasted. 

‘ Wasted it is, as if it never were ; 

And all the rest, that me so honord made 
And of the world admired ev’rie where. 

Is tumd to smoake, that doth to nothing fade ; 
And of that brightnes now appeares no lhadc. 
But greislie shades, such as doo haunt in hell 
With fearfull fiends, that in deep darknes dwell. 

* Where my high steeples whilom usdeto stand, 
On which the lordly Faulcon wont to towrc 
There now is but an heap of lyme and sand. 
For the Shtiche-owle to build heir balefull bowre: 
And where the Nightingale wont forth to povrre 
Her restles plaints, to comfort w^cfull 

Lovers, • [Plovers. 

There now haunt yelling Mewes and whining 

* And where the ckristall Thamis wont to slide 
In silver channell, downc along the Lee, 

About whose flowric bankes Ai either side 

A thousand Nymphes, with mirthfuU jollitcc, 
Were wont to play, from all annoyance free. 
There now no rivers course is Utix, secnc. 

But moorish fennes, and marshes ever grecne. 

^Seemes, that that gentle River for great 
griefe 

Of my mishaps, which oft I to him plained. 

Or for to shunne the horrible mischief^, 

With which he saw my criicU foes me pained. 
And his pure streames with guiltlcs blood oft 
stained ; 

From my unhappie neighborhood farre fled. 
And his sweete waters away with him led. 

‘There also, where the winged ships were secnc 
In liquid waves to cut their fomie waic, 

And thousand Fishers numbred to have^eeft, 
In that wide lake looking for plenteous praie 
Of fish, which they with baits usde to betrue, 
Is now no lake, nor anie fishers store, • 
Nor ever ship shall saile there anie more. 

‘ They all are gone, and all with them is gone; 
Ne ought to me remaines, but to lament 
My long decay, which no man els doth mone. 
And moumc my fall with dolefull dreriment. 
Yet it is comfort in great languishment, 

To be bemoned with compassion kiitda. 

And mitigates the anguish of the ininde. 

* But me no man bewaileth, but in game, 

Ne sh^deth teares from lamentable eie ; 

Nor anie lives that mention^ my name 

To be remembied of posterities I 


Save One that, maugie fortunes injurie. 

And times decay, and envies crueli tort. 

Hath writ my record in true-seeming sort. 

‘ Cambden ! the nonrice of antiquitie. 

And lanteme unto late succeding age, 

To sec the light of simple veritie 
Buried in ruirds, through the great outrage 
Of her owne people led with warlike rage : 
Cambden ! though Time all moniments obscure, 
Yck th3' just labours ever shall endure. 

‘ But whie (unhappie wight !) doo 1 thus crie. 
And grieve that my remembrance quite is raced 
Out of the knowledge of posteritie. 

And all my antique moniments defaced? 

8ith I duo dailie see things highest placed, 

So soone as Fates their vit^lthrcd have shomc, 
Forgotten quite as they were never borne. 

‘ It is not long, since these two eyes beheld 
A mightie Prince, of most reiiowmed race, 
Whom England high in ^unt of honour held. 
And greatest ones did sue to gaine his grace ; 
Of greatest ones he, greatest in his place. 

Sate in the bosomc of his Soverainc, 
AnOmSiff/tt and his word maintaine. 

‘ 1 saw him die, I saw him die, as one 
or the mcane people, and brought foorth on 
bcarc; 

1 saw him die, and no man left to mone 
His dolefull fate, that late him loved dcarc : 
Scarsc anie left to close his cylids ncare ; 
Scarse anie left upon his lips to laic 
The sacred sod, or Requiem to saie. 

‘ O ! trustlcssc state of miserable men, 

That builde vour blis on hope of earthly thing. 
And vainly thinkc your selves halfe happie then. 
When painted faces with smooth flattering 
Doo fawne on you, and your wide praises sing ; 
And, when the courting maiker louteth lowe. 
Him true in heart and triistie to you trow 

‘ All is but fained, and with oakcr dide. 

That cverie shower will wasli and wipe away ; 
All things doo change that under heaven abide. 
And after death all friendship doth decaie : 
Therefore, whatever man bearst worldlic sway, 
Living, ^n God and on thy selfe relie ; 

For, when thou diest, all shall with thee die. 

<Hc now is dead, and all is with him dei^. 
Save what in heavens storehouse he uplaid : 
His hope is faild, and come to passe his dread, 
And cvill men, now dead, his deeds npbraid : 
Spite bites the dead, that living never baid. 
He now is gone, the whiles the Foxe is crept 
Into the hole, the which the Badger swept. 
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* He now is dead, and all his glorie gone, 

And all his creatncs vapoured to nought, 

That as a ^Msse upon ue water shone, 

Which vanisht quite, so soone as it was sought : 
His name is wome alreadie out of thought, 

Se anie Poet seekes him to revive, 

Yet manie Poets honourd himialive. 

* Ne doth his Colin, carelesse Colin Cloute, 
Care now his idle bagpipe up to raise, 

Ne tell his sdirrow to we listning rout 
Of shepherd groomes, which wont his songs to 
praise: 

Praise who so list, yet I will him dispraise 
Uni ill he quite him of this guilde blame, 
Widce, shepheafds boy, at length awake for 
shame ! 

* And who so els did goodnes by him gaine, 
And who so els his bounteous minde ^d trie. 
Whether he shepheard be, or shepheards 

swaine, 

(For manie did, whlth doo it now denie,) 
Awake, and to his Song a part applic : 

And I, the whilest you moume for his decease, 
Will with my mourning plaints your plaint 1 
increase. ^ 


' He dyde, and after him his brother dvde, , 
His brother Prin<^ his brother noble Peere, 
That whilste he lived was of none envyde^ 
And dead is now, os living, counted dearc, 
Deorc unto all that true affection beurc : 

But unto thee most dean;, O dearest Dame ! 
His noble Spous^ and Paragon ul fame. 

* He, whilest he lived, liappie was through thee. 
And, being dead, is haf)|nc now much more ; 
Liviim, tlmt lin<^ed chaiinst with ihcc to b^ 
And ^d, because him dead thou dost adore 
As living, and thy lost deare love deplore. 

So whilst that th^u, faire flower of chnstitie, 
Dost live, by thee thy Lord shall never die. 

‘Thy Lord shall never die, the whiles this 
verse 

Shall live, and surely it shall live for ever : 
For ever it shall live, and shall rehearse j 
His worthie prai^ and vertues dying never, j 
'Diough death his soule doo from his bodie| 

And thou ffiy selfe herein shall alto live : I 

Such grace we heavens doo to my verses give. 

‘ He shall his sister, ne thv fhther die. 

Til}' father, that good Earle of rare renowne, 
And noble Patrane of weako povertie ; 

Whpse great good deeds, in countrey and in 
towns^ 


Have purchost him in heaven an happie ciowne. 
Where he now liveth in eternall blis. 

And left his sonne t* ensue those stcf» of his. 

‘ He, noble bud, his Grandsires livelie hayre. 
Under the shadow of thy countenannee 
Nowginnes to shoote upfas^ and flourish fayK 
In learned artes, and goodlie govemauhee, 
Thai him to highest honour shall advaunce. 
Brave Impe of Bedford ! grow apace in bountie, 
And count of wisedome more than qf ^y 
Countie. 

‘ Ne may I let th^ husbands sister die, 

That goodly Ladie, sith she eke did spring 
Out or his stocke and famous familie. 

Whose praises 1 to future age doo sin^; 

And foorth out of her happie womb did bring 
The sacred Ivood of learning and all honour ; 
In whom tne heavens powrde all their gifte 
upon her. 

‘Most gentle spirite, breatCed from above 
Out of the bosome of the makers blis, 

In whom all bo&ntie and all vertuous love 
Appeared in their native propertis. 

And did enrich that noble breast of his 
With treasufi. passing all this worldSs worth. 
Worthie of heaven it selfe, which brought it 
forth. 

* His blessed spirite, full of power divine 
And influence of all celestiall grace, 

Loathjfig this sinfull earth andearthlic slime, 
Fled back too soone unto his native place ; 
Too soone for all that did his love embrace, 
Too soone for all this wretched world, whom be 
Kobd of all right and true nubilitic. 

* Yet, ere his happie f oule to heaven went 
Out of Uiis flcbhlic gaole, he did devise 
Unto his heavenlie maker to present 
His ^pdie, as a spotles sacrifise ; 

And chose that guiltic hands of enemies 
Should powre forth th’ offring of his guiltles 
j . blood : 

So life exchanging for his countries good. 

‘O noble spirite ! live there ever blessed, [joy; 
The worlds late wonder, and the heavens new 
Live ever there, and leave me here distressed 
With mortall cares and cumbrous worlds anoy ! 
But, where thou dost that happines enjoy. 

Bid me, O ! bid me quiejelie come to thee^ 
That happie there I male thee alwaies see. 

f^tes affoord me vitall breathy 
I will It spend in speaking of thj' praise, 
sing to thee, untill ^at timeiie death 
By heavens doome doo ende my earthlie daieis 
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Thereto doo thou my humble epirite raise, 
And into me that sacred breath inspire, 
Which thou there breathest perfect and entire. 


Because they living cared not to cherishe 
No ^ntle wits, through pride or covetize, 
Which might their names for ever memorize. 


* Then will I sing; but who can better sing 
Than thine owne sister, peerles Ladie bright. 
Which to thee sings with deep harts sorrowuig, 
Sorrovring tempci^ with deare delight. 

That her to heare I feele my feeble sprigj^t 
Robbed of sense, and ravished with joy : 

O sad joy, made of mourning and anoy ! 


Provide therefore (ye Princes) whilst ye live, 
That of the Muses ye may friended b^ 
Which unto men etemitie do give ; 

For they be diAghters of Dame Memorie 
And Jove, the father of etemitie. 

And do those men in golden thrones repose, 
Whose merits they to glorifie do chose. 


* Yet will I sing ; but who can better sing 
Than thou thy sclfe, thine owne sulfca valiance, 
Tliat, whilest thou livedst, madest the forrests 

ring, [daunce. 

And fields resownd, and fiockes to leap and 
And shepheards leave their lambs unto mis- 
chaunce. 

To runne thy shrill Arcadian Piftc to heare : 
O, happie were those dayes, thrice happic were ! 

* But now, more hrfjipie thou, and wretched wee 
Which want the wonted sw'cetnes of thy voice. 
Whiles thou, now in Elisian tields so free, 
With Orpheus, and with Linus, and the choice 
Of all that ever did in rimes rejoice, [ layes, 
Conversest, and doost* heare ifleir heavenlie 
And they heare thine, and thine doo better 

praise. 

* So there thou livest, singing evermore. 

And here thou livest, being ever song 

Of us, which living loved thee afore, (throng 
And now thee worship mongst that biased 
Of heavenlie Poets and Heroes strong. 

So thou both here and there immortall art. 
And everie where through excellent desart 

‘ But such as neither of dhemselves can sing, 
Nor yet are sung of others for reword. 

Die in obscuN oblivion, as the thing 
Which never was, ne ever with regard • 

Their names shall of the later age be heard, 
But shall in rustie darknes ever lie, 

Unles they mentiond be with infamie. ^ 


* The sevenfold yron gates of grislie Hell, 

And horrid house of sad Proserpina, 

They able are with power of mightie spell 
To breake, and thence the soules to bring awaie 
Out of dread darkenesse to etBrnaU day, [die 
And them immortall make, which els would 
In foule forgetfulnosse, and nameles lie. 

*■ So whilome raised they the puissant brood 
Of golden girt Alcmena, for great merite. 

Out of the dust, to whiclwthe Oetiean wood 
Had him consum’d, and spent his vitall spirite. 
To highest heaven, where now he doth inherite 
All happinesse in Helyis silver bowre, 

Choien to be her dearetA Paramoure, 

raisde they eke faire Ledaes warlick 
twinnes. 

And interchanged life unto them lent, [ginnes 
That, when th’ one dies, th’ other then be- 
To shew in Heaven his ftrightnes orient; 

And thev, for pittie of the sad waymoit 
Which Orpheus for Eurydice did make. 

Her back againe to life sent for his sake. 

‘ So happie are they, and so fortunate. 

Whom the Pierian sacred sisters love. 

That freed from bands of iropacable fate, 

And power of death, they live for aye above, 
Where mortoll wreakes they blis may not re- 
move ; 

But with the Gods, for former vertues meede, 
On Nectar and Ambrosia do feede. 


‘ What booteth it to have liecn rich alive ? 
What to be great? what to gracious? 

When after death no token doth survive 
Of former being in this mortall hous, 

But sleepes in dust, dead and inglorious, 

Like beast whose breath but in lus nostr^ is. 
And liath no hope happinesse or blis. 

'How manie great ones may lemembred be. 
Which in their daies most famouslie did florish; 
Of whome no word we heare, nor signe now 
see, 

But as things wipt out with a sponge to poiahe^ 


' For deeds doe die, how ever noblie donne, 
And tlioughts of men do as themselves decay; 
But wise wordes, taught in numbers for to 
Recorded by the Muses, live for ay; [runne, 
Ne may*with storming showers be^asht away, 
Ne bitter-breathing windes with h^full blast, 
Nor age, nor envie, shall them ever wash 

' In vaine doo earthly Princes, then, in vaine, 
Seeke, with Pyramides to heaven aspired. 

Or huge Goloases built with costlie paine, 

Or brasen Pillours never to be fired. 

Or Shrines made of the mettall most desirei^ 
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To make thdr memories fbr ever live ; Let them behold the piteous fall of mee, 

For how can raortall immortalitie give? And in my case their owne ensample see. 


*Such one Mausolus made, the worlds great 
wonder, 

But now no remnant doth thereof remaine : 
Such one Morcellus, but was tome with thun- 
der: 

Such one Lisippus, but is wome with raine : 
Such one King Edmond, but was rent fbr gaine. 
All such vaiae monimon!8 of earthlie maare, 
Devour’d of Time, in time to nought doo passe. 

‘ But Fame u’ith golden wings aloft doth fli^ 
AboA'e the reach of ruinous decay, [skie. 
And with brave plumes doth b^te the azure 
Admir’d of bas9lwrne men from farre away : 
Then, who so will with vertuous deeds a&say 
To mount to heaven, on Pegasus must ride, 
And with sweetc Poets verse be glorifide. 

‘ For not to have been dipt in Lethe lake. 
Could save the sonnn of Thetis from to die ; 
But that blinde bard did him immortall make 
With verses, dipt in deaw of Castalie : 

Which made the Easteigpe Conqiierour to crie^ 
O fortunate yong-mar, whose vertiie foufid 
So brave a iVompe, thy noble acts to sound! 

*Tlierefore in this halfe happie I doo read * 
Good Meliba^ that hath a Poet got 
To sing his living praises being dead, 
Deserving never hcr(; to be foigot, 

In spight of envie that his deeds would spot: 
Since whose decease, learning lies unregarded. 
And men of armes doo wander unrewa:^ed, 

< Those two be those two great calamities, 
That long agoe did grieve the noble spright 
Of Salomon with great indignities, 

Who whilome was olive the wisest wight: 

But now his wis^ome is disprooved quite ; 
For he, that now welds all things at his will. 
Scorns Ih’ one and th’ other in his deeper skilL 

‘ O griefe of griefes ! O gall of all good heartes ! 
To see that vertue should dispiserl bee 
Of him, tliat first was raisdc for vertuous parts. 
And now, broad spreading like an aged tree. 
Lets none shoot up that nigh him planted bee: 
0 let the q^ui, of whom the Muse is kcomed, 
Nor alive nor dead be of tlie Muse adorned ! 


* And who so els that sits in highest seate 
Of this worlds glorie, worshipped of all, 

Ne feareth change of time, nor fortunes threate, 
Let him behold the horror of my fall. 

And his owne end unto remembrance call ; 
I'hat of like ruine he may warned bee, 

And^in himselfe be moov’d to pittie mee.’ 

Thus having ended all her piteous plaint. 
With dolefull shrikes shoe vanished away. 
That I, through inward sorrowe wexen faint, 
And dl astonished with deepe dismay, 

For her departure, had no word to say ; 

But sate long time in scncclcsse sad affright. 
Looking still, if 1 might of her have sight. 

Which whei| I missed, having looked long. 
My thought returned greeved home ogainc, 
Kojicwing her complaint with passion strong. 
For ruth of that same womans piteous paine; 
\Vhosc wordes recording in my troubled braine, 
1 felt such angirlsh wound my feeble heart. 
That frosen lion'or ran through everic part. 

So inlie grecjring in my groning brest. 

And decjicliAnuzing at her doubtfull speach. 
Whose meaning much I labored foorth to wreste, 
Being above my slender reasons reach ; 

At length, by demonstration me to teach. 
Before mine cies strange sights presented were, 
Like tragicke Pageants seeming to appeare. 

I 

1 SAW an Image, all of massic gold. 

Placed on high upon an Altare faire. 

That all, which did the same from farre beholde. 
Might worship it, an4 fall on lowest staire. 
Not that great Idoll might with this coinpaire, 
To which th’ Assyrian tyrant would have made 
The lyilie brethren falslie to have praid. 

But th’ Altare, on the which this Image staid. 
Was (O great pitie ! built of brickie clay. 
Tbit shortly the foundation decaid. 

With showres of heaven and tempests wome 
away ; 

Then downe it fell, and low in ashes lay. 
Scorned <)f cverie one, wliich by it went ; 

That I, it seeing, dearelie did lament. 


I 


II 


‘O vile worlds trust ! that with such vaine il- 
lusion 

Hath so wise men bewitcht, and overkest. 
That they see not the way of tlieir confusion. 
O vamesse ! to be added to the rest. 

That do my soule with inward griefe infest : 


Next unto this a statclie Towre appeared, 
Built ^1 of richest stone that might bee found. 
And nigh unto the Heavens in height npreared, 
But placed on a plot of sandie ground : 

Not that great Towre, which is so much re- 
nownd 
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For tongues confusion in Holie Writ, 

King Ninus worke, might be compar’d to it. 

But O vaine labours of terrestriall wit, 

That buildes so stronglie on so frayle a so^le, 
As with each storme does fall away, and Ait, 
And gives the fruit of all your travailcs toyle 
To be the pray of Tyme. and Fortunes spuyle ! 
I saw this Towrc fall sodainelie to dust, 
lliat nigh with griefe thereof my heaA was 
brust. 

Ill 

Then did I sec a pleasant Paradize, 

Full of Bweete Aowres and daintiest delights, 
Such as on earth man could not more devize. 
With pleasures choyce to feed his checrefull 
sprights : 

Not that, ivhich Merlin by his magickc slights 
Made for the gentle Siiuire, to eutertaine 
llis fayre Bclphoebc, could uiis gardinc 
stain c. 

But O short pleasure, bought with lasting 
painc ! ^ 

Wh}’ will hereafter anic Aesh delight 
In earthlie blis, and joy in pleasures vain^ 
Since that I sawe this gardine wasted (]|^uit^ 
That whore it was scarce seemed anie sight ? 
Tliat I, which once that beautie did beholde. 
Could not from teares my melting wes with- 
holde. 

TV 

Soonc after this a (Haunt came in place, 

Of wondrous powre, and of exceeding Stature, 
That none durst vewe the horror of his face, 
Yet was he milde of speach, and meeke of 
nature : 

Not he, which in despight of his Greatour 
With railing tearmes d^cd the Jewish honst, 
Might with this mightie one iiihugenes boast; 

For from the one he could to th’ other Qoastt 
Stretch his strong thighes, and th’ Ocean 
overstride, 

And reatch his hand into his enemies ho^. 
But see the end of pompc and Aeshlic pride ! 
One of his fecte iiiiwarcs from him did slide, 
That downe hee fell into the deepc Abisse, 
Where drownd with him is all his earthlie 
blisse. 

V 

Then did T see a Bridge, made all of golde. 
Over the Sea from one to other side, 
Withouten prop or pillour it t’ upholde, 

But like the colour^ Rainbowe arched wide : 
Not that great Arche, which Trajan edifide. 
To be a wonder to all a^ ensuing. 

Was matchable to this in equall vewing. 
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But (ah !) what bootes it to see earthlie thing 
In glorie, or in greatnes to excell, 

Sith time doth greatest things to mine bring? 
Ihis goodlie bridge, one foote not fastned w'ell, 
Gan faile, and all the rest downe shordie fell. 
Ne of so brave a building ought remained. 
That griefe th^of my spirite greatly pained. 

VI 

I saw two Beares, as white as anie milke, 
Lyeig together in a mightie cave, 

Of mildc aspect, and haire as soft as silke. 
That salvage nature seemed not to have. 

Nor after greedie spoyle ol blond to crave : 
Two fairer beasts might not elswherebc fouml. 
Although tlie compost world were sought 
around. • 

But w'hat can long abide above this ground 
In state of blis, or stedfast happinesse? 

The Cave, in which these Beares lay sleeping 
sound, [nesse, 

Was but earth, and wit^ her owne weighti- 
ITpon them fell, and did unwares oppresse ; 
That, for great sorrow of their sudden fate. 
Henceforth all world^felicitie I hate. 

* % 

^ Much was I troubled in my heavie 
spright. 

At sight of these sad spectacles forepast. 

That all my senses were bereaved quight, 

And I in minde remained sore agast. 
Distraught twixt feare*aud pitie; when at 
last 

I heard a voyce, which loudly to me called, 
That with the suddein shrill I was appalled. 

Behold (said it^ and by ensample see. 

That all is vanitie and griefe of minde, 

Ne other comfort in this world can be. 

But hope of heaven, and heart to God inclinde ; 
For all the rest must needs ^ left behinde : 
With that it bad me, to th^other side 
To cast mine eye, where other sights I spide. 


Upon that famous Rivers further shore. 

There stood asnowie Swan of heavenly hiew. 
And gentle kinde as ever Fowle afore ; 

A fairer one in all the goodlie criew 
Of whii^ Strimonian brood might no man 
view; 

There he most sweetly sung the prophede 
Of his owne death in dolefull Elegie. 

At last, when all his mourning melodie 
He ended had, that both the shores resounded, 
Feeling the At that him forewamd to die. 
With loftie Aight above the earth ha bounded. 
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And out of sight to highest heaven mounted, 
Where now he is become an heavenly signe, 
There now the joy is his, here sorrow' mine. 


II 

Whilest thus I looked, loe ! adowne the Lee 
I sawe an Harpe stroong all with silver twyiio, 
And made of golde and costlie y vorie, 
Swimming, that whylome seemed to have been 
The Ilarpe on which Dan Orpheus was seene 
Wylde bcasts'and forrests after him to lead) 
But was th’ Harpe of Philisides now dead. 

At length out of the River it was reard 
And borne above tlie cloudca to be divin’d, 
Whilst all the way most heavenly noyse was 
heard 

Of the strings, stirred with the warbling wind, 
That wrought both joy and sorrow in my 
mind: 

So now in heaven a signe it doth appeare, 

'fhe Harpe well knowne beside the Northern 
Beare. 

III 

Soone after this I saw, on th’ otlier side, 

A curious Goffer mad^df Hebeii wood, « 
That in it did most precious treasure hide. 
Exceeding all this baser world^s good : 

Yet through the overflowing of the flood * 
It almost drowned was, and done to nough^ 
That sij^t thereof much griev’d my pensive 
uought. • 

At length, when most in perill it was brought. 
Two Angds, downe descending with swift 
flight. 

Out of the swelling streame it lightly caught, 
And twixt their blessed armes it carried 
qnight 

Above the reach of anie living sight : 

So now It is transform’d into that starre, 
which all heai%ily treasures locked are. 

IV 

Looking aside I saw a statelv Bed, 

Adorned all with costly cloth of gold. 

That might for anie Princes couche be red. 
And deckt with daintie flowres, as if it shold 
Be for some bride, her joyous night to hold : 
Therein a jgradly Yiigine sleeping la^; 

A fairer wight saw never summers day. 

I heard a voyce that called farre away. 

And her awaaing bad her quickly dight. 

For lo ! her Bridegrome was in readie ray 
To come to ha, and seeke her loves delight. 


With that she started up with cherefhll sight. 
When suddeinly both bed and all was gone, 
And I in languor left there all alone. 

V 

Still as I gazed, I beheld where stood 
A Knight all arm’d, upon a winged steed ; 

The same that bred was of Medusaes bloo^ * 
On which Dan Perseus, borne of heavenly s^. 
The faire Andromeda from perill freed : 

Full mortally this Knight ywounded was. 
That streames of blood foorth flowed on the 
gras. 

Yet was he deckt (small Joy to him, alas !) 
With manic garlands for his victories, [chas 
And with ri(£ spoyles, which late he did pur- 
Through brave atchcivements from his enemies ; 
Funting at last through long infirmities. 

He smote hif steed, that straight to heaven 
him bore. 

And left me here his losse for to deplore. 

VI ” 

Lastly 1 saw an^rkc of purest golde 
Upon a brazen pillour standing liie. 

Which th’ ashes seem’d of some great Prince 
Enclosdc therein for endles memorie [ to hold, 
Of him, whom all the world did glorifie : 
Seemed the heavens with the earth did dis> 
agree, 

Whether should of those ashes keeper bee. 

At last me seem’d wing-footed Mercurie, 

From lAaven descending to appease their strife, 
The Arke did beare with him above the akie, 
And to those ashes gave a second life. 

To live in heaven M^cre happines is rife : 

At which the earth did grieve exceedingly, 
And I for dole was ajpost like to die. 

V Envoy. 

Immortall spirite of Philisides, 

Whicli now art made the heavens ornament. 
That whilome wast the worldSs chiefs t riches. 
Give leave to him that lov’de thee to lament 
Hi^losse, by lacke of thee to heaven bent. 
And with last duties of this broken verse. 
Broken with sighes, to decke thy sable Herse 

And ye, faire Ladie^ th’ honour of your dales. 
And glorie of the world your high thoughts 
scorne^ 

Vouchsafe this moniment of his last praise 
With some few silver-droppiu teares t’ adorne; 
And as ye be of heavenlie ^^spring borne, 

So unto heaven let your high min£ aspire. 
And loath this drosse of sinfuii walds desire ! 
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BY ED. SP. 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

THE. LADIE STRANGE. 


Most brave anib noble Ladle, the things, 
that make ye so much honored of the world 
as ye bee, are such, as (without my sim- 
ple lines testimonie) are throughlie knowen 
to all men ; namely, your excellent beiiutie, 
your vertuous behavior, and yo|ir noble mat(^ 
with that most honourable liOrd, the verie 
Patenie of right Nobilitie : But the causes 
for which ye nave thus deserved of me to be 
honoured '(if honour it be at all) are, bot^ 
your particular bounties, and also some pri- 
vate bands of afiinitie, which it hath jileosed 
your I^diship to acknowledge. Of which 
whenas 1 found my sclfc in no part worthie, 
1 devised this last slender meanes, both to 


intimate mv humble auction to your Lodl- 
ship, and also to make The same universallie 
knowen to the world ; that by honouring you 
they might know me, and *by knowing me 
tlif)' might honor *y 4 ^u. Vouchsafe, noble 
Lady, to accept this simple remembrance, 
thogli not worthy of your self, yet such as, 
^rhans, by ^od acceptance thereof, ye mav 
liereaftcr cull out a more meet and mcmorabfe 
evidence of your own excellent deserts. So, 
recommending tlic same to your Ladiships 
good liking, 1 humbly lake leave. 

Your La : humbly ever. 

ED. SP, 


THE TEARES OF THE MUSES.* 


Rehearse to me, ye sacred Sisters nin^ I Nor since that faire Calliope did lose 

The golden brood of great Apolloes wii, { Her loved Twinnes, the de^ings of her joy, 

Those piteous plaints and sorrowfull sad tine, ; Her Palici, whom her unkindly foes, 

Which late ye powred forth as ve did ait jThe fatall Sisters, did for spight destroy. 

Beside the silver Springs of Helicone, j Whom all the Muses did bewaile long space, 

Making your musick of hart-breaking mone. > Was ev^ heard such wayling in this place. 

Fqc since the time that Phoebus foolish For all their groves, which with the heavenly 
sonno I noyses 

Ythundered, through Joves avengefull w'rath,; Of their sweeteiiistruments were w'ont to sound. 
For traversing the charret of the Sunne ' And th’ hollow hills, ftom which their sUver 
Beyond the compasse of his pointed path, I voyces 

Of you, his inournfull Sisters, was lamented, | Were wont redoubled Echoes to rebound, 

Sura moumfull tunes pever since in- ; Did now rebound with nought but mfdl cries, 
vented. 4?^ ydling shrieks throwne up info the skies. 
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The trembling streames, which wont in chands 
cleare 

To romble gently downe with murmiir soft, 
And were by them right tnnefuU taught to 
beare 

A Bases part amongst their consorts oft, 

Now, forst to overflow with brarkish teares, 
With troublous noyse did dull' their daintie 
eares. 

The Joyous Nymphes and iightfoote Faerie^ 
Which thethcr came to heare their musick 
sweet, 

And to the measure cf their melodies 

Did Icarne to move their nimble-shifting feete. 

Now, hearing them so heavily lament, 

Dike heavily lanrmting from them went. 

And all that els was wont to worke delight 
Through the divine infusion of their skill. 

And all that els secmd faire and fresh in sight, 
So made by nature for to serve their will, 

Was turned now tc» dismall lieavinesse, 

Was turned now to areadfull uglinesse. 

Ay me ! what thing on earth, that all thing 
breeds, ^ 

Might be the cause ofCo impatient plight^? 
What ftirie, or what feend with felon deeds 
Hath stirr^ up so mischievous despight ? • 
Can griefc then enter into heavenly harts, 

And pierce immortall breasts with mortal! 
smarts ? ^ 

Vouchsafe ye then, whom oncly it conccriies. 
To me those secret causes to display ; 

For none but you, or who of you it learn es. 
Can rightfully atead so dolefull lay. 

Begin, thou eldest Sister of the crew. 

And let the rest in order thee ensew. 

Clio. 

Heare, thou great Father of the (rods on hie^ 
That most art dr^ded foi thy thunder darts ; 
And thou, our Syre, that raigiist in Castalie 
And mount Pamasse, the God of goodly Arts: 
Heare, and behold the miserable state 
Of us, thy daughters, dolefull desolate. 

Behold the fowle reproach and open shame. 
The which is day by day unto us wrought 
By such as hate the honour of our name, 

The foes of teaming and each gentle bought ; 
They, not contented us themselves to scom^ 
Doo'seeke to make us of the world iorlome, 

Ne ondy they that dwell in lowly dust, 

The Honnes of darknes and of ignoraunce. 

But they, w'hom thou, great Jove, by doome 
• unjust 

Didst to the type of honour eoist advaipipe : 


'They now, puft up with sdeignfull insolence, 
Despise the brood of blessed Sapience. 

The sectaries of roy celestiall skill, 
lliat wont to be the worlds cbiefe ornament, 
And learned Impes that wont to shoote up still, 
And grow to height of kingdomes govemmentM 
They underkcep, and with their spredding' 
armes [harmes. 

Do bAt their buds, that perish through their 

It most behoves the honorable race 
Of mightie Peeres true wisedome to sustainc. 
And with their noble countcnaunce to grace 
The learned forheads, without gifts or gaine ; 
Or rather learnd themselves b^oves to bee, 
That is the girlond of Nobilitie. 

But (ah !) all otherwise they doo csteeme 
Of th’ heavenly gift of wdsdomes influence. 
And to 1 h> leained it a base thing deeme : 

Base minded they that want intelligence ; 

For Go«l himselfe for wisedome most is praised. 
And men to God thereby are nighest raised. 

But they doo on^y strive themselves to raise 
Through pompous pride, and fcHilish vanitie : 
In th’ eyes of people they put all their praise, 
And onely lx)^t of Armes and Auncestrie, 

But vertuous Ueeds, which did those Armes 
tirst give 

To their Grandsyres, they care not to atehive. 

So I, that doo all noble feates professe 
To register, and souinl in trump of gold, f nesse. 
Through their bad dooings, or base slothful- 
Finde nothing wortliic to be W'rit, or told ; 

For better farre it u^ere to hide tlioir names. 
Than telling them to blazon out tlicir blames. 

So shall succeeding ages haam no light 
Of things forepart, nof monimeiits of timei 
And all that in this world is worthie bight 
Shall die in darknesse, and lie hid in slime: 
Therefore 1 moumcwithdceii harts sorrowing, 
Because I nothing noble have to sing. 

With that she raynd such atore of streaming 
• teares. 

That could have made a stonic heart to weep ; 
And all her Sisters rent their golden heares. 
And their faire faces with salt humour steep. 
So ended shoe ; and then the next anew. 
Began her grievous plaint as doth ensew. 

Mkli'omink. 

O ! who shall powre into my swollen eyes 
A sea of teares that never may be dryde, 

A brasen voice that may with shrilling ci^’ea 
ne^ the dull heavens and fill the ayCr wid^ 
^d 3 rTion sides that sighing may endure, 
4o.waile ^e wretc^dnes of worfd impure? 
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Ah, wretched world ! the den of wickednesse, 
Deformd with filth and fowle iniquitie ; 

Ah, wretched world ! the house of heavinesae, 
Fild with the wreaks of mortall miserie; 

Ah, wretched world ! and aU that is therein, 
The vassals of Gods wrath, and slaves of sin. 

Most miserable creature under sky 
Man without understanding doth appcatp ; 

For all this worlds affliction lie thereby, 

And Fortunes freakes, is wisely taught to benre : 
Of wretched life the onely ioy shee is, 

And th’ only comfort in calamities. 

She armes the brest with constant patience 
Against the bitter throwes of dolours darts : 
She solaceth with rules of Sapience 
The gentle minds, in midst of worldlic smarts : 
When he is sod, shoe seeks to make him meric. 
And doth refresh his sprights ^hen they be 
werie. 

But he that is of neasons skill bereft. 

And wants tlie staffe of wisedomo him to stay. 
Is like a ship in midst of tempest left 
SVithouten helme or Pilot her to sway : 

Full sad and dreadfull is that shi|)s event ; 

So is the man that wants intenij^mcnt. 

Whie then doo foelish men so much despize 
The precious store <»f this celestiall riches? 
Why doo they banish us, that patronize 
The* name of learning ? Most uiihapptc 
wretches ! 

The which lie drowned in deep wretchfdnes, 
Vet doo iiot see their owne unhappiness. 

My part it is and my professed skill 
The Stage with Tragick buskin to adomc, 
And fill the Scene with plaint, and outcries shrill 
()f wretched persons to Aisfortune borne ; 

But none more tragick matter I can tindo 
Than this, of men depriv’d of sense and mindc. 

For all mans life me seemes a Tragedy,* 

Full of sad sights and sore Catastrophees ; 
First commiiig to the world witli weeping^yc. 
Where all his dayes, like dolorous Trophees, 
Are hcapt with spoylcs of fortune and of feare, 
And he at last laid forth on bnlefull beare. 

So all with rufull spectacles is fild. 

Fit for Me^ra or Persephone ; 

But 1 that in true Tragedies am skild, 

The flowrc of wit, finde nought to basic me : 
Therefore I moume, and pitifully mone, 
Because that mourning matter 1 have none. 

Then gan she wofall]r to waile, and wring 
Her wretched hands in lamentable wise; 

And all her Sisters, thereto answering, [cries. 
Threw forth lowd shrieks and drerie doleful! 


So rested she ; and then the next in rew 
Began her grievous plaint, as doth ensew. 

Thalia. 

Where be the sweete delights of learnings 
treasure 

That wont w^ Comick sock to bcautefie 
The painted 'Acaters, and fill with pleasure 
The listners eyes and eares with melodic ; 

In which I late was wont to raine as Quecne, 
AifU maske in mirth with Graces well beseone? 

O ! all is gone ; and all that goodly glee, 
Which wont to be the glorie of gay wits, 

Is layd abed, and no where now to see ; 

And in her roome unseemly Sorrow sits. 

With hollow browes and greilfl^ countcnauncc. 
Marring my joyous gentle dalliauncc. 

And him beside sits ugly Barbarisme, 

And brutish Ignorance, ycrept of late 
Out of dredd darknos of the deepe Abysme, 
Where being bredd, he lyht and heaven does 
hate : 

They in the mindes of men now tyrannize, 
And* the faire Scene wi j^h nidenes foule disguize. 

All places they with folRe have possest, 

And with vaine toyes the vulgare entcrtainc ; 
But me have banished, with all the rest 
That whilomc wont to wait upon my trainc. 
Fine Connterfcsaunce, and unhurtfull Sport, 
Delight, and Laughter, 4eckt in seemly sort 

All these, and all that els the Comick Stage 
With seasoned wit and goodly pleasance graced. 
By which mans life in his likest image 
\V'as limned forth, are wholly now defaced ; 
And those sAveete wits, Avhich wont the like to 
frame. 

Are noAv despizd, and made a laughing game. 

And he, the man whom Nat^m selfc had made 
To mock her sclfe, and Trutn to imitate. 

With kindly counter under Mimick shade. 

Our pleasant Willy, ah ! is dead of late : 

With whom all Joy and jolly meriment 
Is also deaded, and in dolour drent. 

In stead thereof scoffing Scurrilitie, 

And scornfull Follie with Contempt is crept, 
l^>lling m rymes of shameles riba^ric 
Without regard, or due Decorum kept; 

Each idle wit at will presumes to mak^ 

And doth the Leameds taske upon him take. 
But that same gentle Spirit, from whose pen 
Large streames of honnie and sweete Nectar 
flowe. 

Scorning the boldnes of such base-borne men. 
Which dare their follies forth so rashlie throwe, 
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And m our royal! thrones, which lately stood 
In th* hearts of mon to rule them carefully, 

He now hath placed his accursed brood, 

By him begotten of fowlc infamy ; 

Blind Error, scorncfull Follie, and base Spight, 
Who hold by wrong that wee should have by 
right. 

They to the v^ulgar sort now pipe and t^g. 
And make them merrie with their fooleries ; 
They cherdie cliauiit, and rymes at randon 
fling, 

The fruitfull spawne of their ranke fantasies : 
They feede the earcs of foolcs with flattery, 

• And good men blame, and losels magnify. 

All places they doo with their toj^es posscssc, 
And raigne in liking of the multitude ; 

The schoules they fill with fond new fangle- 
nesse, • [rude; 

And sway in Court with pride and rashnes 
Mongst simple slwpheards they do boast their 
skill. 

And say their musicke matcl)pth Pheebus quill. 

The noble hearts to pleasures they allure. 

And tell their Prince that learning is but volne: 
Fairc Ladies loves they 8pot%ith thoughts 
impure. 

And gentle inindes with lewd delip[hts distaiue ; 
Clerks they to loathly idlenes entice, 

And fill their bookes with discipline of vice. 

So every where they rule, and tyranniac. 

For ther usurped kingdomes maintcnauncc, 
Tlic whiles we silly Maides, whom thcydispize 
And with reprochfull scome discountenaun<%, 
From our owne native heritage exilde. 

Walk through the worlj^ of every one revilde. 


Erato. 

Ye gentle Spirits, breathing from above, ^ 
Where ye in Venus silver bowre were bred. 
Thoughts halfc devine, full of the fire of love. 
With beawtie kindled, and with pleasure fed, 
Which ye now in securitie possesse. 

Forgetful! of ^our former heavinesse ; 

Now change the tenor of your joyous layes. 
With which ye use your loves to deifie, 

Afid blazon fwrth an earthlie beauties praise 
Above the compasse of the arched skie ; 

Now change your praises into piteous cries. 
And Fjulogics turne into li^legics. 

Such os ye wont, whenas those bitter stounds 
Of raging love first gan yoif to tonnent. 

And launch your hearts with lamentable 
wounds 

Of secret sorrow and sad languishmcnt, 

Before your Loves did take you unto grace; 
Those now renew, as fit^r for this place. 

For I that rule in measure moderate 
The tempest of that stormic passion. 

And use to paint in ^mes the troublous state 
Of Cjoveis life in likestffashion, 

Am put from practise of my kindlie skill, 
Baiiisht bv those that TiOve with leawdnes 
fill. 

Love wont to be schoolmaster of my skill. 

And the devicefull matter of my' song ; 

Sweete l^ve devoyd of villanie or ill. 

But pure and spotles, os at first he sprong 
Out of th’ Almighties bosomc, where he nests; 
From thence infused into mortall brests. 

Such high conceipt of that celcstiall fire. 

The liase-bome brood of blindnes cannot 


Nor anie one doth care to call us in. 

Or once vonchsafeth us to entertair.e, 

Unlcsse some one perhajis of gentle kiif, 

For pittiea sake compassion our paine. 

And y'eeld us some reliefe in this distresse; 

Yet to be so reliev’d is wretchednessc. * 

So wander we all carefull comfortlesse, 

Yet none doth care to comfort us at all; 

So seeke we helpe our sorrow to redresse, 

Yet none vouchso&s to answere to our call ; 
'riierefoce we mourne and pittilesse complaine, 
Because none living pittieth our paine. 

With tltat she wept and wofullie waymented, 
That naught on earth her griefe might ]iacific; 
And all the rest her dulefull din augmented 
With shrikes and groanes and grievous agonie. 
So ended shee ; and then the next in rew 
Bc|g^ her piteous plaint, as doth ensew. 


gpsse, 

Ne ever dare their dunghill thoughts aspire 
Unto so loftie pitch of perfnetuesse. 

But rime at riot, and doo rage in love ; 

Yet little wote what doth thereto behove. 
Faire Cy theree, the Mother of delight. 

And Queene of beautic, now thou maist go 
pack ; 

For lo r thy Kingdome is defaced qoight. 

Thy scepter rent, and power put to wrack; 
And thy* gay Sonne, that winged of Love, 

May now goe prune his plumes like ruffed 
Dove. 

And ye three TSvins, to light by Venus 
brought, 

The sweete companions of the Muses late. 
From whom what ever thing is goodly 
thought^ 

Doth borrow grace, the fancie to aggrate; 
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Go beg with us, and be companions still, 

As heretofore of good, so now of ill. 

Fot neither you nor we shall anic more 
Find entcrtaiiiincnl or in Court or Schoole; 
For that which was accounted heretofore 
The learneds meed is now lent the foole : 
He sings of love, and maketh loving lu^'cs, 
And they him hcarc, and they him highly 
prayse. ^ 

With that she powred foorth a brackish Hood 
Of hitter tean|s, and made exceeding mutie ; 
And all her Sisters, seeing her sad mood. 

With lowd laments her answered all at one. 
So ended she ; and then the next in rew 
Began her grievdhs plaint, as doth ensew. 


Therefore the nurse of vertue I am hight, 

And golden Trompet of ctemitie, 

That lowly thoughts lift up to heavens hight. 
And mortall men have powre to deifie : 
Bacchus and Hercules 1 raisd to heaven, 

And Charlcmaluc amongst the Starris seaven. 

But now T will my golden Clarion rend. 

And Y<ill henrefurth immortalize no more ; 
Sith I no more tinde wortliie to commend 
For prize of value, or for learned loro: 

For noble rccroh, whom I w’as wont to raise, 
Now onel}' seoke for pleasure, nought for 
praise. 

Their great revenues all in sumptuous pride 
They spend, that nought to learning they may 


Calliope. 

To whom shall I my cvill case complaiuc, 

Or tell the anguish of my inw'aid smart, 

Sith none is left to remedie my paine, 

Or deignes to pitie a^rplexed hart ; 

But ratlier sedccs my sorrow to augment 
With fowle reproach, and cruell banishment? 
For they, to w'hom I u^l to apnlie , 
The faithfull service or mv learned skill, 

The goodly off-spring of Joves progenie, 

That wont the world with famous acts to fill^ 
Whose living praises in hcroick style. 

It is my chi^e profession to compylc ; 

They, all corrupted through the rust of time 
That doth all fairest things on earth deface, j 
Or through unnoblc sloth, or sinfull crime, j 
That doth degenerate the noble race, 

Have Iwth desire of worthie deeds forlorn^ 
And name of learning utterly doo scome. 

Ne doo they care to have the auiicestric 
Of th’ old Heroes memorizde anew ; 

Ne doo they care that late posteritie [dew. 
Should know theiniames, or speak their praises 
But die forgot from whence at first they sproug, 
As they themselves shalbe forgot ere long. 

What bootes it then to come from glorious 
Forefathers, or to have been nob^ bredd? 
What oddes twixt Inis and old Inachus, 
Twixt best and worst, when both alike are 
dedd ; 

If none of dither mention should make. 

Nor out of dust their memories awake ? 


spare ; 

And the rich ft‘c, which Poets wont divide. 
Now Parasites and Sycophants doo share : 
'Fherefore I mourne and cndlcssc sorrow make, 
Both for my sclfc and for mj; Sisters sake. 

With that she lojvdly gan to waile and shrike, 
And fn)in lier eyes a sea of tearcs did powre ; 
And all her sisters, with compassion like, 

Did more Increase the sharpnes of her showre. 
•So ended .she f .md then the next in rew 
Began her plaint, as doth herein ensew. 

UkaiIia. 

Whut W'rath of fJod^ or wicked influence 
Of Starres eon.spiring wretched men t’ afflict, 
Hath piwrd on earth this noyous pestilence, 
'J’hat mortall mindes doth inwardly infect 
With love of blindnesse and of ignorance, 

To dwell in darkenesbc without sovenance P 

What difference twixt man and beast is left, 
When th’ hcavcnlie light of knowledge is put 
out. 

And th’ oniaiiipnts of wi.sdoinc are bereft? 
Then vandreth he in error and in doubt, 
Unweeting of the danger hee is in, 

Through fleshes frailtic, and dcceipt of sin. 

In fhis wide world in which they, wretches, 
stray, 

It is the onelie comfort which they have. 

It is their light, their loadstarre, and their day ; 
But hell, and darkenesse, and the grislic grave, 
Is ignonuice, the enemy of grace, [ debacc. 
That inmdcb of men borne heavenlic doth 


Or who W'ould ever care to doo brave deed, 

Or strive in vertue others to excell, 

If none should yeeld him his deserved meed, 
Due praise, that is the spur of uooing well ? ! 
Fur if good were not praised more than ill, | 
None would choose goodnes of his owne free-j 
! Will, I 


Through knowledge we behold the worlds 
creation, 

How in his cradle first he fostred was ; 

And Jud^ of Natures cunning operation. 

How things she funned of a formelesse mas : 
By knowledge w-ee do Icame our selves to knowe 
And what to man, and what to God, wee own 
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From hence wee mount aloft unto the skie, 
And looke into theChxistall firmament: 

There we b^old the heavens great Hierarchie, 
The Starres pure light, the Spheres swift 
movement, 

The Spirites and Intelligences fayre, [chayre. 
And Angels weighting on th'^ Almighties 

And there, with humble minde and high in- 
sight^ • 

Th’ ctcniall Makers majestic wee viewe, 

His love, his truth, his glorie, and his might, 
And mcTcie more than mortall men can vew. 

0 soveraigne Lord ! O soveraigne happinessc, 
To see thee, and tliy mcrcie measurelesse ! 

Such happinesse have they that doo embrace 
The precepts of my heavenlie discipline ; 

But shame and sorrow and accursed case 
Have they that scome the school! of arts divine, 
And banish me, which do professe the skill 
To make men heavenly wise through humbled 
will. • 

How ever yet they mce despise and spight, 

1 feede on sweet contentment of my thought, 
And please my sclfc with mine owne selfe- 

delight, • 

In contemplation of things heavenlie wrought: 
So, loathing earth, 1 looke up to the sky, 

And, being driven hence, I thether tly. 


By those which have no skill to rule them right. 
Have now qiute lost their naturall delight, 

Hcapes of huge wordes uphoorded hideously. 
With horrid sound though having little sence^ 
They thinke to be chiefe praise of Po6tiy ; 
An^ thereby wanting due intelligence. 

Have mard t^e face of goodly PoSsie, 

And made a monster of their fantasie: 

S [^hilom in ages past none might profess^ 
ut l*rinces and high Priests that secret skill ) 
The sacred lawes therein they wont expresse, 
And with deepe Oracles tlieir verses fill : 

Then was shoe held in soverai^me dignitic, 
And made the noursling of Nooilitic. 

m 

But now nor I*rince nor Priest doth her main- 
tayne, 

But sufTcr her nrophaned for to bee 

Of the base vulgar, that with hands uncleane 

Dares to pollute her hidden mysterie ; 

And treadeth under fuojii hir holie things. 
Which was the care of Kesars and of Kings. 

One onellc lives, her ages ornament, 

Ai^l rayrrour of her •ifikers majestic, 

That with rich bountic, and deare cberishmcnl)) 
Supports the praise of noble Pocsie ; 

onclic favours them which it professe, 

But is her selfe a pcereles Poctresse. 


Thence I behold the miseric of men, [breinl. 
Which want the blis that wisedom would them 
And like brute beasts doo lie in loath^me den 
Of ghosuly darkenes, and of gastlic dreed ; 

For whom I moumc, and for my sclfc eom- 
plainc. 

And for my Sisters eake whom they disdainc. 

With that shec wept and waild so jiityouslie, 
As if her eyes had beenc two springing wells; 
And all the rest, her stirrow to snpplie. 

Did throw forth shrieks and cries and* dreery 
yells. 

So ended shee ; and then the next in rew 
Began her moumfull plaint, as doth ensIW. 

Polyhymnia. 

A dolcfull case desires a dolcfull song, 
Witliout vaine aft or curious complements ; 
And squallid Fortune, into basenes floug, 
Doth senme the pride of wonted ornaments : 
Then fittest are these ragged rimes for inec. 
To toll my sorrowes that exceeding bee. 

For the sweet numbers and melodious measures, 
With which 1 wont the winged words to tic. 
And make a tunefull Diapase of pleasures, 
Now being let to runuc at libertie 


Most pppreles Prince, njpst peereles Poetresse^ 
The true Pandora of all heavenly graces, 
Divine Elisa, sacred Emperesse ! 

Live she for ever, and lier myall Places 
Be fild with praises of divinest wits, 

That her eternise with their heavenlie writs ! 

Some few beside this sacred skill estemc, 
Admirers of her glorious excellence ; 

Which, being lightned with her beawticsbeme^ 
Are thereby fild with happle influence ; 

And lilted up above the worldSs gaze. 

To sing with Angels her immort^ praize. 

But all the rest, as borne of salvage brood. 

And having bcene with Acorns alwaies fed. 
Can no whit savour this celcstiall food. 

But with base thoughts are into blindnessc led, 
And kent from looking on the lightsome day : 
For whame I waile and weopc allAhat I may. 

Eftsoones such store of tearcs slice forth did 
powre, 

As if shee all to water would have gone ; 

And all her sisters, seeing her sad stowie, 

Did weep and waile, andmade exceeding mono, 
And all their learned instruments did breake: 
The rest untold no living tongue can speake. 
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LONG SINCE DEDICATED 
TO THE MOST NOBLE AND EXCELLENT LOUD, 

THE EARLE OF LEICESTER, 

LATE DECEASED. ^ 


Whong'd yet not daring to cxprcssc my painc, , 
^ To you (great Lord) the causer of tny care, 

In clowdie teares my case I thus complai^o 
Unto yoursolfc, that onely privie arc: 

But if that any Oedipus unware 
wall chaunce, tlirorgh power of some divining spright, 
To readc the secrete of this riddle rare^ 

And know the purports of my evill plight. 

Let him rest pleased with his ownc insight, 

Me further seeke to glosc upon the text; 

For griefe enough it is to grieved wight 
To fede his fault, and not be further vext. 

* But what BO by my sclfe may not be sliowen, 

Hay by thisGnatts complaint b({, easily kiiowen. 


VIRGILS GNAT. » 


We nowliave pl^vde (Augustus) wantonly, 
Tuning our song unto a tender Muse, 

And, like a cobweb weaving slenderly. 

Have onely plaj'de : let thus much then excuse 
This Gnats small Poeme, tliat th’ whole history 
Is but a jest, though envie it abuse : [ blame, j 
But who su(^ sports and sweet delights doth I 
Shall lighter seeme than this Gnats idle name. ' 


Hereafter, when as season more secure 
Shall bring forth fruit, this Muse shall speak 
to thee 

In bigger notes, that may thy sense allure. 
And for thy worth frame some fit Poiisie : 
The golden ofspring of Latona pure, 

And ornament of great Joves progenie, 
Phtebus, shall be the author of my song, 
playing on yi'orie harp with silver strong. 


insjiire my verse w’iih genlic mood 
Of 1‘cfet.s Prince, whether he woon beside 
Faire Xanthussprinded with Chimmras blood. 
Or in the woods of Asterj' abide ; 

Or Vhereas mount Parnasse, the Mu-ses brood, 
I A j V * forhead like two homes divide. 
And the sweete waves of sounding Castaly 
With liquid foote doth slide downe easily. 


iWhwefore ye Sisters, which the glorie bee 
Of the Pierian streames, fayre Naiades, 

I Go too, M(l, dauncing all in companie, 

I Adorne that Gotl ; and thou hulic Pales, 
jlo whome the honest care of husbandrie 
Mturneth by continuall successe, 
iMve care for to pursue his footing light 

I I nrogh the wide woods and groves, with green 
' leaves dight. 
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Professing thee 1 lifted am aloft 
Betwixt the forrest wide and starrie sky : 

And thou, most dread (Octavius), whiw oft 
To learned wits givest courage worthily, 

O come, (thou sacred childe) come sliding soft, 
And favour my beginnings graciously ; 

For nut these leaves do sing that ‘drcadfull 
stound, [ ground. 

When Giants bloud did staine Phlegpean 

Nor how th' halfe-horsy people, Gentaures bight, 
Fought with the bloudie Ijapithaes at bonl: 
Nor how the East with tyranoiis despight 
Burnt th’ Attick towres, and people slew with 
sword , 

Nor how mount Athos through exceeding might 
Was digged downe . nor 3*100 bands abord 
The PonHck sea by their huge Navy cast. 

My volume shall renowne, so lon^ since past. 


Others the utmost boughs of trees doe crop, 
And brouze the woodbine twigges that freshly 
bud ; 

This with full bit doth catch the utmost top 
Of some soft Willow, or new growen stud ; 
This with sharpe teeth the bramble leaves 
doth lopg 

And chaw the tender prickles in her Cud ; 

The whiles another hi^h dotli overlookc 
Her owne like image in a christall hrooke. 

O ! the great happines, which shepheards have. 
Who BO loathes not too much the poore estate, 
With minde that ill use doth before deprave, 
Ne me^ures all things by the costly rate 
Of riotise,. and semblants'outi^ard brave ! 

No such sad cares, as wont to macerate 
And rend the grecdic mindes of covetous men. 
Do ever creepe into the shepheards den. 


Nor Hellespont trampled with horses feete, 
When flocking Persians did the Greeks affray ; 
But my soft Muse, ns for her power more meetc, 
Delights (with Phoebus friendly leave) to play 
An casie niniiiiig verse with tender feete. 

And thou, (dread sacred child) to thee a]wa3’, 
Let everlasting lightsome glory ifrive. 

Through the worlds endles ages to survive. 

And let an happie roome remaine for thee 
Mongst heaven!}' ranks, where blessed soulcs 
do rest ; 

And let long lasting life wdth jo.vous glee, 

As thy due meedc uiat thou deservest Otsst, 
Hereafter man}' yeares remembered be 
Amongst good men, of whom thou oft are blest; 
Live thou for ever in all happinesse I 
But let us tunie to our first businesse. 

The dery Sun was moun^ now on hight 
Up to the heavenly towers, and shotcadh where 
Out of his golden ‘Charet glistcnng light^ 

And fa}*re Aurora, with her rosie heare. 

The hatefull darknes now had put to flight; 
When as the shepheard, seeing day appeare. 
His little Goats gaii drive out of their stalls, 
To feede abroad where pasture best befalls. 

To on high mountaiiies top he with them 
went, 

Where thickest grassc did cloath the open hills . 
They now amongst the woods and thickets 
ment, 

Now in the valleies wandring at their wills, 
Spread themselves farre abroad through each 
descent, [fillSf 

Some on the soft greene grasse feeding theiri 
Some, clambrmg through thehollow cUffeson hy 
Nibble the bushie shrubs irhich giowe thereby. 


Nc cares he if the fleece, which him arayes, 

Be not twice steeped in A^yrian dye ; 

Ne glistering of guide, whmh underlayea 
I The summer beames, doe blinde his gazing 

I * ve ; 

Ne pjptures beautie, nor the glauncing rayes 
Of precious stones, whence no good commeth 

Ne yet jiis cup embost with Imagery 
Of Baetus or of Alcona vanity. 

Ne ought the whelky peqfles esteemeth hee, 
Which are from Indian seas brought far away ; 
But with pure brest firom careful! sorrow free. 
On the soft grasse his limbs doth oft display, 
In Bweete spring time, when flowres varietic 
With sundrie colours paints the sprinckled 
lay; 

There, l}'ing all at ease from guile or spight. 
With pype of fennie reedes doth him delight. 

There he. Lord of himselfc^with palme be- 
dight, 

His looser locks doth wrw in wreath of vine : 
Hiere his milk-dropping Goats be his delight. 
And fruitefull Pales, and the forrest greene, 
And darkesome caves in plcasaunt vallies 
pight, 

Whereas oontinuall shade is to be scene, 

And wheiye fresh springing wells, as cliristall 
neate, • 

Do alwayes flow to quench his thirstie heate. 

O ! who can lead, then, a more happie life 
Than he, that with cleane minde, and heart 
sincere. 

No greedy riches knowes nor bloudie strife, 
No deadly tight of warlick fieete doth feaia*, 
Ne runs in penll of foes cmell knife, 
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That in the sacred temples he may reare 
A trophee of his guttering spoyles and 
treasure, 

Or may abound in riches above measure. 

Of him his God is worshipt with his sythe, 
And not with skill of craftsnyin polished : 

He joyes in groves, and makes liimselfe full 
bhiihe 

With sundrie flowers in wilde flcldes gathered; 
Ne frankincens he from l*anchaea buyth r 
Sweete quiet harbours in his harmeless head. 
And perfect pleasure biiildes her joyous bowre, 
Free from sad cares that rich mens hearts 
devowre. 

This all his cafe, this all his whole indevour. 
To this his minde and senses he doth bend. 
How he may flow in quiets matchles treasour, 
Content with an}r food that Gkid doth send ; 
And how his limbs, resolv’d through idle 
leisour, 

Unto sweete sleeihj he may securely lend 
In some eoolc shadow from the scorching heat. 
The whiles his flock their chawed cuds do 


( ) flocks ! O Faunes ! and O ye pleasaunt Springs! 
Of Tempo ! where the countrey Nymph8„arcj 
rife, 

Through whose not costly care each shepheard 
As merrie notes uj^n his rusticke Fife, 

As that Ascraean bard, whose fame now rings 
Through the wide world, and leads as Joyfull 
life ; 

Free from all troubles and from worldly toylo, 
In which fond men doe all their dayes tur- 
moyle. 

In such delights whilst thus his carelessc time 
This Shepheard drives, upleaning on his batt, 
And on shrill rq^des chauntinghisrustick rime, 
Hyperion, throwing foorth his beames full 
hot^ 

Into the highest top of heaven gan clime, 

And, the world parting by an equall lott. 

Did shed his whirling flames on either side, * 
As the great Ocean doth himselfe divide. 

Then gan the shepheard gather into one 
His stragling Goates, and drave*them to a 
foord, 

Whose caerule streame, rombling in Pible stone. 
Crept under niossc as greene as any guord. 
Now bad tiie Sun halfc heaven overgone, 
When he his heard back from that water foord 
Drave, from the force of Phoebus boyling ray, 
Into thick shadowes, there themselves to 
lay. 


Soone as he them plac’d in thy sacred wood 
^ Delian GkiddeBse !) saw, to which of yore 
Came the bad daughter of old Cadmus brood, 
Cruell Agave, flying vengeance sore 
Of king NictUeus for the guiltie blood 
Which she with cursed hands had shed before ; 
There she halfe frantick, having slainefhcr 
sonne, 

Di^shrowd her sclfe like punishment to shonne. 

Here also playing on the grassy greene, 
Woodgods, and Satyres, and swift Dryades, 
With many Fairies oft were danneing seene. 
Not BO much did Dan Orpheus repressc 
The streames of Hebrus with his songs, 1 
wecnc, 

As that faire troupe of woodie (Toddesses 
Staied thee, ( 01 ‘eneus !) powring fcMirth to thee 
From chccrefull lookes great mirth and glad- 
some glee. 

The verie nature of the place, resounding 
Witli gentle murmure of '„he breathing ayre, 

A pleasant bowre with all delight abounding 
In the fresh sh'adow'e did for them prepayre. 
To rest their limbs with woarines riidounding. 
For first the high Palme trees, w’ith braunehes 
Out of the i >wly vallics did arise, [faire. 
And high shootc up their licads into the skyes. 

And them amongst the w'u'kcd Ijotos grew, 
Wicked for holding guilefully away 
Ulysses men, whom rapt with sweetenes new, 
Takirjg to huste, it quite from him did stay ; 
And eke tliose tr(>es, in whose transformed hew 
The 8unncs sad daughters ivaylde the rash 
decay 

Of Phaeton, whose limbs, wdth lightening rent. 
They, gathering up, with sw'cetc tcares did 
lament. * 

And that same tree, in which Demophoon, 

By ,his disloyalty lamented sore, 

Etcimall hurte Mt unto many one: 

Whom als accompanied the Oke, of yore 
'l^hrough fatall charmes transformd to such 
an one ; 

The Oke, whose Acomes were our foode, before 
That Ceres seede of mortall men were knowne, 
Which first Triptolemc taught how to be 
sowne. 

Here also grew the rougher rinded Pine, 

The great Argoan shifis brave ornament. 
Whom golden Fleece did make an heavenly 
signe ; 

[Which coveting, with his high tops extent. 

To make the mountaincs touch the starres 
i divine, 

Decks all the forrest with embellidiment ; 
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And the blackc Holme that loves the watrie 
vale ; 

And the sweote Gypiesse, signe of deadly bale. 

Emongst the rest the clambring Yvie grew, 
Knitting his wanton armes with grasping hold, 
Least that Uie Poplar happely should rew 
Her brothers strokes, whose boiighes she doth 
enfold • 

With her lythe twif^, till thc)^ the top survew. 
And paint with pallid grecne her buds of gold. 
Next did the Myrtle tree to her approach, ' 
Not yet uninindfull of her olde reproach. 


Hut the small Birds, in their wide boughs em- 
bowrinfr, [consent ; 

Chaunted their sundrie tunes with sweete 
And imdcr them u silver Spring, forth powring 
Ills trickling strearaes, a gentle iniymure sent; 
Thereto the frogs, bred in the slimie scowring 
Of the moist moorcs, their jarring voj'ces bent, 
And shrill grashoppprs chirped them around ; 
All which the ayric Echo did resound. ^ 


In this so pleasant place this SHbpheards flockc 
I^y cverie where, thdr wcarie hmbs to rest, 
On’ cverie bush, and everie hollow rocke, 
Where breathe on them the whistling wind 
motebesit; [stocke, 

The whiles the Shepheard self, tending his 
Sate by the fountainc side, in shade to rest. 
W'here ^ntlc slumbruig sleep oppressed him 
Dbplaid on ground, and seized everie lim. 

Of trechcrie or traines nought tookc he keep. 
But, looslis on the grassic greeiie dispredd. 
His dearest life did trust to careles sleep ; 
Which, weighing down liis drouping drowsie 
hedd. 

In quiet rest his molten hfiart did steep. 
Devoid of care, and fcarc of all falsli^ld ; 

Had not inconstant fortune, tent to ill. 

Bid strange mischance his quietnes to sp^l. 


For at his wonted time in Uiat same place^ 

An huge great Serpent, all with speckles pide, 
To drench himselfe in moorish slime did tiwe, 
There from the boiling heatc himselfe to hide 
He, passing by with rolling wreathed pace, ^ 
W^ith brandisht tongue the emptie aire did 
gride, 

And wrapt hL> scalie boughts with fell despight, 
That all things seem’d appalled at his sight. 


Now, more and more having hims^fo enroldo, 
llis glittering breast he lifteth up on hie, 

And witli proud vaunt his head aloft doth 
Wdu ; 

His create above, spotted witli purtile die. 

On everie side did shine like scalie goldc ; 
And his bright eyes, glauncing full dreadfullie. 


Did seeme to flame out flakes of flashing fyre. 
And with steme lookes to threaten kindled yre. 

Thus wise long time he did himselfe dispace 
There round about, when as at last he spide, 
Lying along before him in that place. 

That flocks gra^d Captaine and most trustie 
guide 

Eftsoones more fierce in visage, and in pace. 
Throwing his firie eyes on everie side, 
Hetlommcth on, and all things in his wa}' 

Full stearnly rends that might bis passage stay. 

Much he disdaines that anic one should dare 
To ^mc unto his haunt; for which intent 
He inly burns, and gins straifdit to prepare 
The weapons, which Nature mhirn hath lent: 
Fellic he hissctli, and doth fiercely stare. 

And hath his Jawes with an^c spirits rent. 
That all his tract with bloudie drops is stained 
And all his foldes are now in length outstrained. 

Whom, thus at point prepiAed, to prevent, 

A litlc Hounding of the humid ayre, 

A Gnat, unto the sleepie Shepheard went ; 
And, marking where his^y-lids twinckling rare 
Shew! the two pearlcs imich sight unto him 
lent, 

Tlji^ough their tliin coverings appearing fayre, 
Ilis little needle there infixing deep, 

Warnd him awake, f rom death himselfe to keep. 

Wherewith enrag’d he fieftely gan upstart, 
And with his hand him rashly bruzuig slewe 
As in avengement of his heedles smart. 

That streight the spirite out of his senses flew. 
And life out of his members did depart : 

When, suddenly casting aside his vew, 

He spide his foe with felonous intent. 

And fervent eyes to hb destruction bent. 

All suddenly dismoid, and hartlcs quight, 
lie fled abacke, and catching%astie holde 
Of a yong alder hard beside him pight. 

It rent, and streight about him ^an b^olde 
What God or Fortune would as^t his might. 
But whether God or Fortune made him bold 
Its hard to read : yet hardie wiU he had 
To overcome, that mode him lesse adrad. 

The scaliqbacke of that most hideous snake 
Enwrapped round, oft faining to rerirc 
And oft him to assailc, he tiercel}' strakc 
Whereas his temples did his creast-front tyre; 
And, for he was but slowe, did slowth off sfiake 
And gazing ghastly on, (for fcarc and yre 
Had blent so much hb sense* that l^e he 
feard) 

Yet when he saw him riaine himselfe he 
cheard. 
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By this the Night forth from the darksome 
bowie 

Of Herebus her teemed steedes gan call, 

And laesie Vesper in his timely howre 
From golden Oeta gan proceedc withall ; 
Whenas the Shepheard after this sharpestowre, 
Seeing the doubled shadowe%lovr to fall, 
Gathering his straying flocke, docs homeward 
fare, 

And unto rest his wearie joynts prepare. ^ 

Into whose sense so soone. as lighter slee)^ 
Was entered, and now loosing everie lim, 
Sweete slumbring deaw in carelesnessc didj 
steepe, I 

The Image of that Gnat appeord to him, I 

And in sad teiftmes gan sorrowfully weepe, 
With greislie countenaunce and visage grim, 
Wailing the wrong which he had done of late, 
In steed of good, hastning his cruell fate. 

Said he, ' What have I, wretch, deserv'd, that 
Into this bitter baa^ I am outcast, [thus 
Whilest that thy life more dcare and precious 
Was than mine owne, so long as it did last V 
I now, in lieu of pain^ so gracious. 

Am tost in th’ ayretsith everie windie blast: 
Thou, safe delivered from sad decay, 

Thy careles limbs in loose sleep dost displ^'. 

* So livest thou ; but my pooie wretched ghost 
Is forst to ferrie over Lethes river. 

And spoyld of Ghatan too and fro am tost. 
Seest thou not how aU places quake and quiver, 
Li^htned with deadly lamps on everie post ? 
Tisiphone eadi where doth shake and shiver 
Her flaming fire-brond, encountiing me, 
Whose lockes nneomb^ cruell adders faie. 

* And Cerberus, whose many mouthes doo bay 
And barke out flames, as if on fire he fed ; 
Ado^rne whose necke, in terrible array. 

Ten thousand stakes cralling about his hed 
Doo hang in heapes, that horribly affray, 

And bloodie e3'e8 doo glister firie red; 
Heirffcentimes me dreadfuUie doth threaten 
With painfull torments to be sorely beaten. < 

* .Ay me ! that thaukes so ranch should faile of 

meed; 

For that I thee restor'd to life agaiq& 

Even froBf the doore of death and deadlie dreed ! 
Where then is now the guerdim of my paine ? ‘ 
Where the reward of my so pitf^ns de^ ? 

The praise of pitie vanisht is in vaine, 

And th’ antique faith of Jnstice Jong agoue 
Out of the land is fled away and gone. 

' I saw anothem fata approaching fa.st. 

And left mine owna his Botttie to tender ; \ 


Into the same mishap I now am cast, 

And shun’d destruction doth destruction 
render : 

Not unto him that never hath trespast, 

But punishment is due to the offender. 

Yet let destruction be the punishment, 

So long us thankfull will may it relent. * 

* I carried am into waste wildemesse. 

Waste wildemcs, amongst Cymerian shades. 
Where endles paines and hideous heavinesse 
Is round about me heapt in darksome glades ; 
For there huge Othos sits in sad distresse, 
Fast bound with serpents that him oft invades ; 
Far of beholding Ephialtcs tide. 

Which once assai’d to bume this world so wide. 

* And there is moumfull Tit^ms, mindcfull yet 
Of thy dbpleasure, O Latona faire ! 
Displeasure too implacable was it, 

That made him meat for wild foules of the ay^rc. 
Much do I feare among such fiends to sit ; 
Much do 1 feare back to them to repayre. 

To the black spadowes of the Stv'gian shore, 
Where wretched ghosts sit wailing evermore. 

'There next the utmost brinck doth he abide. 
That did thf, bankets of the Gods bewra^'. 
Whose throat through thirst to nought nigh 
being dridc 

His sense to seeke for ease turnes every way : 
And he, that in ai'engemcnt of his pride 
For scorning to the sacred Gods to pray-, 
Agaipst a mountaine rolls a mightie stone, 
C^ing in vaine for rest, and can have none. 

Go ye with them, go, cursed damosells, 
Whose bridale torches foule Erynnis t^'nde ; 
And H^^men, at j’our Spousalls sad, foretdls 
Tydin^ of death aqd massacre unkinde : 
With them that cruell Golchid mother dwells. 
The which conceiv’d in her revengeful! minde 
With bitter woundes her owne deere babes to 
' shy. 

And murdred troupes upon great heapes to lay. 

* '(here also tliose two Pondionian moides. 
Calling on Itis, Itb ! evermore^ 

Whom, wretched boy, they slew with guiltie 
blades ; 

For wbome the Thracian king lamenting sore, 
Turn'd to a^ Lapwing, fowlie them upbra^'des, 
And flutteringroundabout them still does sore: 
There now thej^ all eternally' complaine 
Of others wrong, and suffer endle s pw™** , 

‘^t the two brethren borne of Cadmus blood, 
Whilst each docs for the Soveraigny contend, 
Blinde through ambition, and wuh vengeance 
wood. 

Each doth against the others bodie bend 
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His cuned steels, of neither well withstood. 
And with wide wounds their carcases doth rend ; 
That yet they both doe mortall foes remaine, 
Sith each with brothers bloudie hand was slaine. 


The same was able with like lovely lay 
The Queene of hell to move as easily, 

To yecld Eurydice unto her fere 

Backe to be bome^ though it unlawfull were: 


* Ah (waladay H there is no end of paine, 
Nor chaunge of labour may intreatM bee ; 
Yet I beyond all these am carried faine, 
Where other powers farre different I see, 
And must passe over to th’ Elisian plainer 
There grim Persephone, encountring mee, . 
Doth urge her fellow Furies eamestlie 
With their bright firebronds me to tenifie. 


* She, (Ladie) having well before approoved 
'fhe feends to be too cruell and severe, 
Observ’d th’ appointed way, as her behooved, 
Ne ever did her ey-sight tume arere, 

Ne ever spake, ne cause of speaking mooved ; 
But,^ruell Orpheus, thou much crueller, 
Seeking to kisse her, brok'st the Gods decree. 
And thereby mad’st her ever damn’d to be. 


' There chast Alceste lives inviolate. 

Free from all care, for that her husbands dales 
She did prolong by changing fate for fate. 

Lo ! there lives also the immortall praise 
Of womankinde, most faithfull to her mate, 
Penelope ; and from her farre awaf es 
A rulesse rout of yoiignien which her woo’d. 
All slaine with Harts, lie wallowed in their 
blood. * 

* And sad Eurydice thence noii^no more 
Must turne to'life, but there detained bee 
For looking back, being forbid before : 

Yet was the guilt thereof, Orphe^ in thee. 
Bold sure he was, and worthie spirite liore. 
That durst those lowest shadowes goe to see. 
And could bcleeve that anie thing could please 
Fell Cerberus, or Stygian powres appease : 

* Ne feard fhe burning waves of Phlegeton, 
Nor those same mournfull kingdome^com- 

passed 

With rustic horrour and fowle fashion ; 

And deep digd vawtes; and Tartar covered 
With bloodie night, and darke confusion ; 

And judgement seates, whose Judge is deadlie 
dred, 

A judge, that after death doth punish sore . 
The faults which life hath trespassed before. 

* But valiant fortune made Dan Orpheus bolde ; 
For the swift running rivers still did stand. 
And tlie wilde beasts their fbrie did withheld, 
To follow Orplicus musicke through the land:' 
And th’ Okes, deep grounded in the earthly 

moldc. 

Did move, as if they could him understand ; 
\nd the shrill woods, which were of sense be- 
reav’d, [ceav’d. 

Tliroiigh their hard barkc his silver eouiid re- 

* And eke the Moone her hastie steedes did 

stay. 

Drawing in teemes along the starrie skie ; 
And didst (O monthly Virgin !) thou delay 
Thy nightly ooutse, to heue his mdodie? 


* Ah! but sweete love of pardon worthie is. 
And doth deserve to have small faults remitted. 
If Hell at least things lightly done amis 
Knew how to pardon, when ou^t is omitted : 
Yet are ye both received into blis. 

And to the seates of happie soulcs admitted : 
And you beside the honourable band 
Of great Herofis doo in order stand. 

* There be the two stout soJnes of Aeacus, 
Fierce Peleus, and the hardie Telamon, 

Both seeming now full glad and joySous 
Through tlieir Syres dnadfull jurisdiction, 
Bcing^hc Judge of all thflt horrid hous: 

And both of them, by stran^^ occasion, 
Rcuown’d in choyce of happie marriage 
Through Venus grace, and vertues cariage. 

‘ For th’ one was ravisht of his owne bond- 
maido, • 

The faire Ixione captiv’d from Troy ; 

But til’ other was with Thetis love'assaid. 
Great Nereus his daughter and his joy. 

On this side them there is a yongman layd. 
Their match in glorie, mightie, fierce, and 
coy; 

That from th’ Aigolick ships with furious yre 
Bett back the furie of the Trojan fyre. 

' O I who would not recount tlw strong divorces 
Of that great warre, which Trojanes oft be- 
belde? 

And oft beheld the warlike Greekish forces. 
When Teucrian soyle with bloodie rivers 
Bwelde, 

And wide Sigaean shores were spred with corses. 
And Simois and Xaiithus blood outwelde ; 
Whilst Hgetor raged with outragious minde, 
Flames, weapons, wounds, in Greeks fleete to 
have tyude. 

< For Ida selfe, in ayde of that fierce fight. 

Out of her mountaines ministred supplies ; 
And, like a kindly nourse, did yeeld (for spight) 
Store of firebronds out of her nourserks 
Unto her foster children, that they might 
Infifune the Navio of their enemies, 



510 


VIRGILS GNAT. 


[ l . 511-600. 


And all the Rhetean shore to ashes tume, 
Where lay the ships which they did seeke to 
bi^e. 

* Gainst which the noble sonne of Telamon 
Oppos’d himselfc, and, thwarting his huge 
shield, 

Them battell bad, gainst wh( m appeard anon 
Hector, the glorie of the Trojan fidd : 

Both fierce and furious in contention [shrild, 
Encountred, that their mightie strokes so 
As the great clap of thunder which doth ryve 
The ratling heavens, and cloudes asunder 
dryve. 


For loftie type of honour, through the glaunce 
Of envies dart, is downe in dust prostrate, 
And all that vaunts in worldly vanitie 
Shall fall through fortunes mutabilitie. 

' Th’ Argolicke power returning home againc, 
Enricht with spoylcsofth’ Ericthonian towre^ 
Did happic winde and weather entertainc, 
And with gotxl speed the fomie billowes 
scowre : 

No signe of stormc, no feare of future paine. 
Which soonc ensued them withheavie stowre. 
Nereis to the Seas a token gave, [ clave. 
The whiles their crooked kccles the surges 


< So th’ one with fire and weapons did contend 
To cut the ships from turning homo againe 
To Argos ; th’ other strove fur to defend 
The force of Yulcane with his might and 
maine. 

Thus th' one Aeacide did his fame extend ; 
But th’ other Joy’d, that, on the Phrygian 
playne ^ 

Having the blood of vanquisht Hector shedd, 
He compast Troy thrice with his bodie dedd. 

‘ Againe great dole on ^ither partie growc, 
That him to death utifaithfull Paris senf ; 

And also him that false Ulysses alcwe, 

Drawne into danger through close ambu%h- 
ment ; 

Therefore from him Laffrtes sonne his vewe 
Doth turne aside, and boasts his good c^ ent 
In working of Strymonian Rhaesus fall, 

And efte in Dolons subtile surprysall. 

'Againe the dreadful! Cycones him dismay. 
And blacke Laestrigones, a people stout : 

Then grecdic Scillo, under whom there bay 
Maiiie great bandogs which her gird about : 
Then doo the Aetnean Cyclops him affray. 
And deep Charybdis gulphii^ in and out : 
Lastly the Bimwd lakes of Tartarie, 

And griedy FeeAds of hell him terrifie. 

' There also goodly Agamemnon hosts. 

The glorie of the stock of Tantalus, 

And famous light of all the Greckish hosts ; 
Under whose conduct most victorious. 

The Dorick flames consum’d the Iliack posts. 
Ah ! but the Greekes themselves, more dolo- 


* Suddenly, whether through the Gods decree. 
Or haplesHC rising of some froward starre. 

The heavens on everie side enclowded bee : 
Black stormes and fogs aro blowcn up from 
farr^ 

That now the Pylotc can no loadstarrc sec, 
But skies and ^s doo make most dreadfull 
wanre ; * 

The billowes saving to the heavens to reach. 
And th’ heavens striving them for to impeach. 

'And in avengement of their bold attempt, 
Both Sun affd starres and all the heavenly 
powres 

Conspire in one to wreake their rash contempt, 
And downe on them to fall from highest 
towres : 

The skie, in pieces seeming to be rent, 
ThrowcK lightning forth, andhailc, and harm- 
ful showres, 

1'hat. death on everie side to tlieiii appeares 
lii thousand formes, to workc more ghasth' 
feares. 

'Some in the gree£e flouds ore sunkc and 
drent; 

Some on the rocks of Caphareus are throwne; 
Summon th’ Euboick Cliffs in pieces rent ; 
Some scattred on the Herceean shores un 
knowne ; 

And maiiie lost, of whom no moniment 
ftomaines, nor memorie is to be showne : 
Whilst all the purchase of the IMirigian pray, 
Tost on salt billowes, round about doth stray. 


rous. 

To thee, ObTroy ! paid pmaunce for thy fall; 
In th’ Hellespont teing nigh drowned ail. 

'Well may appeare by proofe of their mia- 
chaunce. 

The chaungfull taming of mens slipperie state. 
That none whom lortune flreely doth od- 
vaunce 

Himselfe therefore to heaven should elevate; | 


' Here manic other like Herol's bee, 

Equall in honour to the former crue. 

Whom ye in goodly seates may placed see, 
Descended all from Rome by linage due ; 
From Rome, that holds the world in sove- 
reigntie. 

And doth all Nations unto her subdue : 

Here Fabii and Decii doo dwell, 

Horatii that in vertue did 
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* And here the antique fame of stout Camill 
Doth ever live ; and constant Curtii^ 

Who, stilly bent his vowed life to spill 

For ^untreyes health, a gulph most hideous 
Amidst the Towne with his owne corps did 
fill, 

T’ appease the powers ; and prduent Mutius, 
Who in his flesh endur'd tlie scorching fiame, 
To daunt his foe by cnsample of the same.^ 

* And here wise Curius, companion 
Of noble vcrtues, lives in endles rest ; 

And stout Flaminius, whose devotion 
Taught him the fires scorn’d furie to detest ; 
And here the praise of either Sdpion 
Abides in highest place above the best, 

To whom the ruin’d walls of Carthage vow’d. 
Trembling tlicir forces, sound their praises 
lowd. 

<Live they for ever through their lasting] 
praise ! 

But I, {Kiorc wretch^am forced to retoiimc 
To the sad lakes that Phoebus sunnic raves j 
Doo never see, where soulcf doo alwaies 
inoumc ; 

And by the wayling shores to waste my dayes, 
Where Phlegeton with quenchle^ flames doth 
burne ; [sever 

By which just Minos righteous soules doth! 
From wicked ones, to live in blisse for ever, 

‘ Me therefon’ thus the eriiell dciids of hell, 
Girt w'ith long snakes, and thousand yron 
chaviics, [colnpclii 

Through uoome of that their cruel! Judge 
With bitter torture, and impatient paines, 
Cause of my death and just complaint to tell : 
For thou art he whom iny poore ghost com- j 
To be the author of her ilbunwares, | plaincs i 
That coreles hear’st my intollerable cores. 

‘ Them therefore as bequeathing to the windh, 
I now depart, returning to thee never, * 
And leave this lamentable plaint behindc : 

But doo thou haunt he soft downe-rolling 
river, [rniud^; 

And wildo grecne woods and fruitful postures 
And let the flitting aire my voiiie words sever.’ 
Thus having said, he heavily departed 
With piteous crie, that auie would have 
smarted. 

Now, when the sloatlifullfitoflifes swectcrest 
Had left the hcavie Shepheard, wondrous cares 
His inly grieved minde full sore opprest^ 
'rtot baleful! sorrow he no longer beares 
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For that Gnats death, which deeply was 
imprest. 

But bends what ever power hia aged yeares 
Him lent, yet being such ag through their 
might 

He lately slue his dreadfull foe in fight. 

By that same Rarer lurking under grecne, 
Kftsoones he gins to fashion forth a place ; 
And, squaring it in compasse well beseene, 
Thej^ plotteth out a tombe by measured 
space : 

His yron-beaded spade tho making cleene. 

To dig up sods out of the flowric grassc, 
j His workc he shortly to good purpose brought. 
Like as he had conceiv’d it in his thought. 

* • 

An heape of earth he hoorded up on hie, 
Enclosing it with banks on cverie side, 

And thereupon did raise full busily 
A little mount, of greene turffs edifide , 

And on the top of all, that passers by 
Might it behold, the toomb^ie did provide 
Of smoothest marble stone in order set, 

That never might his luckic scape forget. 

And luund about he taugbt sweete flowres to 
growe : 

Th^ Hose engrained in pure scarlet die ; 

The Lilly fresh, and Violet belowe ; 

The Marigoldc. and cherefull Rosemarie ; 

The Spartan Mirtle, w'hence sweet gumb does 
fiowe ; • 

The purple Hyaciiithe, and fresh Costmarie ; 
And Saffron, sought for in Cilician soyle ; 

And Lawrell, th’ oniamcnt of Pheebus toyle. 

Fresh Rhododaphne, and the Sabine flowre, 
Matching the wealth of th’ auncient ^ank- 
incence; 

And pallid Yvie, building his owne bowre ; 
And Box, yet mindfull of hi^lde offence ; 
Red Amaranthus, lucklesse Paramour ; 

Oxeye still greene, and bitter Patience; 

Ne wants there pale Narcisse, that, in a well 
Seeing his beautic, in love with it feU. 

And whatsoever other flowre of wortli. 

And whatso other hearb of lovely hew, [ forth, 
The joyous Spring out of the ground brings 
To doatli her sclfe in colours fresh mid new, 
lie planted there, and reard a mount of earth. 
In whose high front was writ as doth ensue. 

7b fftee, small Gnat, in lieu ^ his life aovec^ 
The Shepheard hath thy deam» record enpraved> 
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PEOSOPOPOIA: 

ou , 

MOTHEE HUBBEEDS TALE. 

BY ED. SP. 

DKDICATKD^TO THE RIGHT HOMORABI.R, THE 

LADIE COMPTON AND MOUNTEGLE. 


TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE, THE 

LADIE COMPTON AND MOUNTEGLE. 


Most faire and vertyp&s I^die ; having, often 
sought opportiinitie by some ^ood meanes to 
make knowen to your Ladiship the humble 
afTection and faithfull duetiu, which 1 haVe 
alwaies professed, and am bound to beare to 
that House, from whence yee spring, I have 
at length found oOesasion to remember tho 
same, by making a simple present to you of 
these my idle labours; which having long 
sithens composed in the raw conceipt of my 
youth, I lately amongst other papers light^ 
upon, and was by others, which liked the 
same, mooved to set them foorth. Simple is 


the device, and the composition meane, yet 
carrieth som^ delight, even the rather because 
of the simplicitie and meaunesse thus person- 
ated. The same I beseech your Ladiship take 
in good part, as a pledge of that profession 
which I have made to you; and keepc with 
you uutill, with some other more woithic 
lalx)i{jr, I do redeeme it out of your hands, 
amt discharge my utmost dutie. Till then, 
wishing your Ladiship all increase of honour 
and happinesse, 1 humblie take leave. 

Your La: ever humbly; 

ED. SP. 


PEOSOPOPOIA; OR MOTIfER HUBBERDS TALE 


It was the month in which the righteous Maid^ I 
That for disdaine of aufull worlds upbraide j 
Fled back to heaven, whence she was first con- 1 
oeived, • 

Into her dBver bowre the Sunne received ; 

And the hot ^rian Dog on him awayting, 
After the chafM Lvona cniell bayting. 
Corrupted had W ayre with his noysome 
breath, [death. 

And powrM on th* earth plague, pestilence^ and 
Emonut the rest a wicked maladie 
Baigu^d emoBgit meni that miwie did to die^ 


Depriv’d of sense and ordinarie reason, 

That it to Leaches seemed strange and geoson. 
My fortune was, mongst manie others moe^ 

To be partaker of their common woe ; 

And my weake bodie, set on fire with griefe, 
Was roVd of rest and naturall reliefe. 

In this ill plight there came to visite mec 
Some friends, who, sorie my sad case to see, 
Began to comfort me in chearfull wise. 

And meanes of gladsome solace to devise: 
But seeing kindly sleep refuse to doe 
His office^ and my feeble eyes forgoe, 
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They sought my troubled sense how to dereave 
With talke, that might unquiet fancies reave; 
And, sitting all in seatcs al>out me round. 
With pleasant tales (fit for that idle stound) 
They cast in course to w’aste tlie wearie howres. 
Some toldc of Ladies, and their Tarainoures ; 
Some of brave Knights, and their renowned 
Squires ; 

Some of the Faeries and their strange attires ; 
And some of (liaunts, hard to be belccval ; 
That the delight thereof me much releeved. 
Amongst the rest a good old woman was, 
Hight Mother llubberd, wlio did farre surjias 
The rest in honest mirth, that seem'd her 
well: 

She, when her turne was come her tale to tell, 
Tolde of a strange adventure, that betided 
Betwixt the Foxe and th' Ape by him mis- 
guided ; 

The which, for that my sense it gftatly pleased, 
All were my spirite hcavie and dcscascd, 
lie write in" tenne^ as she the same did sa}', 

So well as 1 her words remember may. 

No Muses aide me needcs heietoo to "call ; 

Base is the style, and matter meane withall. 
AMiilome ("said sne) before the world was 
civill, 

llie Foxe and th’ Ape, dbliking of their evill 
And hard estate, determined to secke f lycke. 
Their fortunes fiuvc abroad, lycke with his 
For both were craflie and unhappic witted ; 
Tivo fellowos might no where be better fitted. 
The Foxe, that first t his cause iif griefe did f inde, 
Gan first thus plaine his case with wofds un- 
kinde. 

‘Neighbour Ape, and my Gossip eke beside, 
(tloth two sure bands in friendship to be tide) 
To whom may 1 more trustely complaine 
The cvill plight that do4i me sore constraiue. 
And hope thereof to finde due remedie? 

Ileare, then, my painc and inward agonie. 
Thus manie yeares 1 now liave spent and^^'onie 
In meane regard, and basest fortunes sconie, 
Booing my Countrey service as I might. 

No Icssc, 1 dare saic, than the prowdest wi{|iit; 
And still I hoped to be up advauuced. 

For m}' good parts ; but still it has mischauuced. 
Now therefore that no lenger hope 1 see, 

But froward fortune still to follow mee, 

And losels lifted up on high, where I did looke, 
1 meane to turne the next leafe of the booke : 
Yet, ere that anie way 1 doo betake, 

I meane my Gossip privic first to itiake.’ 

‘Ah! my dearc Gossip, (answer’d then the 
Ape) 

Deeply doo your sad words my wits awhape. 
Both for because your griefe doth great appears. 
And eke because my selfe am touclied ueare: 


For I likewise have wasted much gotnl time, 
Still way ting to |wcferment up to clime. 
Wildest others alwat’cs have before me slept. 
And from my beard the fat away have swipt ; 
That now unto dcs|)airc I gin to growe. 

And meane for better winde about to tlirowe. 
riierefore to ine, my trustic friend, aread 
lily cou 11 cell;* two is better than one head.* 
Certes (said he) I meane me to disguize 
In some straunge habit, after uncouth wize; 

()• like a Pilgrim, or a Lymiter, 

Or like a Gipsen, or a ,Juggeler, 

And so to wander to the worldes ende, 

'I'o setike my fortune, where 1 may it mend : 
For worse than that I have I cannot meete. 
Wide Is yie world I wote, and everie streete 
[s full of fortunes, and advenlures straunge, 
Continuallie subject unto chaungc. 

Say, my faire bmther now, if this device 
Dotli like you, or may you to like entice.’ 

‘ Surely (said th’ Ape)" it likes me wondrous 

And would ye not poore ifllowship ex])ull, 

My selfe would offer you t’ accompanie 
In tliis adventures ch"aunccfull jcopardict 
For ^o wexc olde at hAi^ in idlenesse 
Is disadventrous, and quite Ibrtunelesse ; 
Abroad, where change ii^ good mav gotten bee.' 

The Foxe was glad, and quickly did agree : 
So both resolv’d, the morrow next ensuing. 

So soone as day appeard to peoples vewing, 

On their intended Journor to proceede; 

And over night wnatso theretoo did nceile 
Each did prepare, in readinus to bee. 

The morrow next, so soone as one might see 
Light out of heavens windowes forth to looke, 
Both their habiliments unto them tookc, 

And put themselves (a Gods name) on their 
way; 

AMienos the Ape, beginning w'ell to wey 
This hard adventure, thus began t’ advise. 

‘ Now rend, Sir Keynold, as yc be right wise, 
What course ye w^ne is best for us to take, 
That for our wives we may a living moke. 
Whether shall we professe some tr^e or skill, 
Or shall we varie onr device at will, 

Even as new occasion appeores? 

Or shall we tie our selves for certaine yeoroa 
To anie service, or to anie place 
For it liekovcs, ere that inU> the raw 
We enter, to resolve first hereupon." 

‘Now surely brother (said the Foxe anon) 

Ye have this matter motioned in season; 

For everie thing that is begun with reason 
Will come by readic meones unto his end, 

But things miscounselled must needs miswend* 
*111118 therefore I advize upon the cose, 

That not to ouie certaine trade or ploca^ 

L L 
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Nor anie man, we should our selves applie ; 
For why should he that is at libeitio [home, 
Mako hiroselfe bond? sith then we arc free 
Let us all servile base subjection senrne ; 

And as we bee sonnes of the world so wide, 
I-iet us our fathers heritage divide, 

And chalenge to our selves our nortions dew 
Of all the ])ntrimonie, vdiieh a few 
Now hold in hugger mugger in their hand, 
And all the rest doo rob of good and lancL 
For now a few have all, and all have nouglft. 
Yet all bo brethren ylike dearly bought : 
There is no right in this partition, 

Nc was it so by institutjon 
Ordained first, ne by the law of Nature. 

But that she gave like blessing to eao^i creture, 
As well of worldly livelode as of life, 

That there might be no difference nor strife, 
Nor ought cald mine or thine : thrice happic 
then 

Was the condition of mortall men. 

That was the goldei; age of Saturnc old. 

But this might better be the world of gold ; 
For without goldc now nothing wilbe got, 
Therefore (if please you^ this shalbe our plot: 
We will not be of nriio occupation ; 

Let such vile vassals, borne to base vocation, 
Drudge in the world, and for their living 
droyle. 

Which have no wit to live 'withonten toylc; 
But wo will walke about the world at pleasure 
Like two free men,^nd make our ease our 
treasure. 

Free men some beggers cull, but they be fipi’C, 
And they which cidl them so more beggers bee; 
For they doo swinko and sweate to feed th 
other, , [gather, 

Who live like Lords of that which they diK» 
And 3’et doo never thankc them for the same, 
But as their due by Nature doo it clamc. 
Such will we fashion both our selves to bee, 
Lords of the worhl ; and >o will >vandcr free 
Where so us listeth, uncontrol’d of anie : 

Hard is our hap, if we (emongst so manic) 
Light not on some that may our state amend ; 
Sildome but some good commeth ere the end.’ 

Wellseemd the Ape to like this ordinaunce; 
Yet, well considering of the circurastauncc. 

As pausing in great doubt, awhile he staid, 
And aftcniards with grave advizemfint said : 

I cannot, my lief brother, like but well 
The purpose of the complot which ye tcllj 
For well I wot (compar’d to all the' rest 
Of each degree) that Beggers life is best ; [all, 
And they, that thinke themselves the best of 
Oft-times to begging are content to fall. 

But tliis 1 wot withall, that we shall ronne 
Into great dau&ger, like to bee undone, 


Thus wildly to wander in the worlds eye, 
Withouten pusport or good warrantyc. 

For foarc least vre like rogues shomd be re- 
puted. 

And for care-marked beasts abroad be bruted. 
Therefore, I rend that we our counsells call. 
How lx> prevent this mischiefe ere it fall, 

And how wc may, with must soniritic, 

Bi*g amongst, those that beggers doo defie.’ 

‘ Bight well, decrc GcKssip, ye advized have, 
(Said then the Foxc) but 1 this doubt will 
For ere we farther passe I will devise [save ; 
A pasport for us both in fittest Tvizc, 

And by the names of Souldiers us protect : 
That now is thought a civile begging sect. 

Be you the Souldier, for you likest are 
For manly semblance, and small skill in 
warre : 

T will but wi\vtc on yon, and, as occasion 
Falls out, my sclfc fit for the same will 
fashion.' 

The pasport ended, both thej* forward went; 
The Ape clad Souldierlike, fit for th’ intent, 

In a blew' jacketrwith a crossc of redd 
And manic slits, as if that he had shedd 
Much blood throgh many wounds therein 
reccaBcd, 

Which had the use of his right arme bereaved, 
tipon his head an old Scotch cap he w'ore, 
With a plume feather all to [lucccs tore : 
llis breves were made after the new' cut, 

Af Bortuffese, loose like an emptic gut ; 

And his hose broken high above the heeling, 
And his shooes beaten out with traveling. 

But neither sword nor dagger he did beare ; 
Seemes that no foes rcvcngcmcnt he did 
feare : 

In stead of them a handsome bat he held, 

On which he leaned, 'as one farre in eldc. 
Shame^ light on him, that through so false 
illusion, 

Dotli’curne tlie name of Souldiers to abusion. 
And that, which is the noblest mysteric, 
Brings to reproach and common infamie! 

Lofig they thus travailed, yet never met 
Adventure which might tliem a working sot ; 
Yet manic waies they sought, and manie tryed. 
Yet for their purjioses none fit espyed. 

At last they chaunst to meet upon the w'ay 
A simple husbandman in garments gray ; 

Yet tliough his vesture were but mcane and 
bace, 

A good yeoman he was of honest place. 

And more for thrift did care tlian for gay 
clothing : [loathing. 

Gay without good is good hearts greatest 
The Foxe him spying, bad the Ape him dight 
To play his part, for loe ! he was in sight 
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That (if he er’d not,) should them entertaine, Cattell to keep, or grounds to oversee ; 

And yeeld them timely profite for their paine. And asked him, if he could willing bee 
Efitsoones the Ape himselfe gan up to rearc. To keep his sheep, or to attend Ids swyne. 

And on his shoulders high his bat to beare. Or watch his marcs, or take his charge of 
As if good service he were fit to doo ; kyne ? 

But little thrift for him Jio did it too : ‘Gladly (said he) what ever such like paine 

And stoutly forward he llis steps did strainc, Vc iml. on mA I will the same sustaine ; 

That like a handsome swaine it him became. But gludlic>t 1 of your tloet-ie sheepe 
When as they nigh approached, thift good (Might it 3*011 ideasej would take on me the 
man, • keep. 

Seeing them wander loosl}*, first began For ere that unto armes T me betooke, 

T” enquire of ciLstoine, what and whence they Unto my fathers sheepc I usde to lookc, 

To whom the Ape, ‘ 1 am a Souldiere, [were? That yet the skill liiereof I have not lostc: 
That late in wanes have spent my decrest Thereto right well tliis Cunlog, by m 3 ' cosle, 
blood, (Meaning the Foxe) will serve iiiy sheepe to 

And in long service lost both limbs and good ; gather, ^ * 

And now, constrain'd that trade to oveigive. And drive to follow after their Bclwether.* 

1 driven am to sccke some meanes to live : The Husbandman was meanly well content 

Which might it you in pitic ple^ t’ afford, Triall to make of his endevourinent ; 

I would be readie, both in deed and word, And, homo him leading, lent to him the charge 

To doo you faithfull service all m 3 ' dayes. Of all his fiocke, with libertie full large, 

This yron world (fhatsame he weeping sayes) Giving accompt of th’ annuall increce [fleece. 
Brings downe the stowtest Jiearts to lowest Both of their lambes, and of their woolly 
state ; Thus is this Ape become a shepheard sw'uiue. 

For miserie doth bravest mindes abate, And the false Foxe his dog (God give them 

And make them seeke for that tliey wont to paine !) * 

scorne, • For ere the yeare have lialfe his course out-run, 

Of fortune and of hope at once fbrlome.’ And dou retnme from whence he first begun. 

The honest man, that heard him thus com- They shall him make an ill accompt of tlirift, 
plaine, ^ Now whenas Time, flying with winges swift, 

Was griev’d os he had felt part of his paine ; Expired had the terme, lat these tw'o javels 
And, well dispos’d him some reliefe to showe, .Should render up a reckning of their travels 
Askt if in husbandrie he ought did kn^e. Unto their master, which it of them sought. 

To plough, to plant, to reap, to rake, to sowe^ Exceedingly they troubled were in thought, 

To hedge, to ditc^ to thrash, to thetch, to Ne wist what answerc unto liim to frame, 

mowe ? Ne how to scape great punishment, or shame. 

Or to what labour els he was prepar’d, For their false treason and vile theeverie : 

For husbands life is labqproiis and liaM ? For not a lambc of all their flockes sup|)ly 
Whenas the Ape him hard so much to talkc Had they to shew ; but, ever as they bre5. 

Of labour, that did from his liking balke, , lliey slue them, and upon their fleshes fed ; 
He would have slipt the coller haiidsomlv'. For tliat disguised Dog lov’9 blood to spill. 
And to him said : ‘ Good Sir, full glad am I, And drew the wicked Shepheard to his will. 

To take what paincs may anie living wight ; So twixt them both they not a lambkin left. 
But my late maymed limbs lack wo^cd And w*ben lambes fail’d the old shcepes lives 
might « tliey reft; 

To doo their kindly services os needeth. Tliat how t’ acquite themselves unto their Lord 
Scarce this right naiid the mouth with diet They were iu doubt, and flatly set abord. 

feedetl), The Foxe then counsel’d th’ Ape for to require 

Bo that it may no painfull worke endure^ Respite till morrow t’ answere his desire ; 

Ne to strong labour con it selfe enure : For times delay new hope of helpe still breeds. 

But if tliat anie other place you have, The goodman granted, doubting nought their 

Which askes small paines, but thriftines to deeds, 

save. And bad next day that all should readie be : 

Or care to overlooke, or trust to gather. But they more subtill meaning had than he; 
Ye mi^ me trust as your owne ghostly For the next morrowes meed they closely ment, 
father.’ For feare of afterclaps, for to prevent : 

With that the husbandman gan him avize. And that same evening, when w shrowded were 
That it for him were fittest exercise In careles sleep, they without care or feare 
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Crudly fell upon their flock in folde, Ne inedlecl with their controversies vaine ; 

And of them slew at pleasure wh.'it they wolde. All his care was liis service well to saine, 

Of which whenas they feasted had their fill, And to read Ilomelies upon liolidayes; 

For a full complement of all their ill, When that was done, he might attend his 

They stole away, and tooke their hastie flight, playes : 

Carried in clow’des of all-concealing night. An easii* life, and fit high G(»d to please. 

So was the husbandman left his losse, lie, having ovcrlookt their pas at ease. 

And they unto their fortunes change to tossc: Gan at the length them to rebuke ngnine. 
After wliich sort they wandered long while. That if:) gooil trade of life did entertaine. 
Abusing raanie through their cloaked giiUe, ^ Hut lost their time in wandriiig loose abroad ; 
That at the last they gaii to be deserved * Seeing the world, in which they booties boad. 
Of everic one, and .all their sleights espyed. Had AV.ayes enough for all therein to live ; 

So as their begging now them failed quyte, Such grace did (iod unto his creatures give. 
For none w'ould give, but all men would them Said then the Foxe : ‘ Who hath the world 

wyte: [living,! not trule, [wide: 

Yet w'ou’ld they takCfP.o p.aines to ftet their From tin* right way full oath may wander 

But seeke some other way to gainc by giWng, We are but Novices, new come abroad, 

Much like to begging, but much better named. We have not yet the tract of anie troad. 

For manic beg Avhich are thereof ashamed. Nor on us takf.n anio state of life. 

And now the Foxe had gotten him a gowne, But readie are of anic‘ to make preifo. 
Aiidth’Apeaeassockesidelonghangingdowne; Therefore might please you, which the world 
For they their occupf‘tion m(‘ant to change, have jjroved. 

And now in other state abroad to range: Us to advise, which forth but lately moved. 

For, since their souldiers p.as no better spedd, Of some good C(mrse that avu might under- 
They forg’d another, as fpr Cloi kes booke-redd. tak(> ; 

Who passing fourth, .Tf their adventures 1€11, Ye shall for ever us your liondmcn make,* 
Through manic hajis, which needs not here to The Triest g£n Avexe halfc proud to be so 
tell, [moet^ praide, 

At length chaunst Avith a formnll Priest to And theri'by Avilling to affoord them aide; 

Whom they in civill manner first did greete, * It seemes (said he) right Avell that ye be 
And after askt an almes for Gods deare Ioa’C. Clerks, 

The man stniiiihtwaA^iis rholer up did moA'e, Both by your Avittie words, and by your werks, 
AndAvitli reproachfiill tearmesgan them rcA’ilc, Is not ^at name enough to make a liA’ing 
For folloAving that trade so bas(> and A’ilc; To him that hath a Avhit of Natures giving? 
And asktwlmt license, or Avhat Pas they had? How manie honest men see ye arize 
‘Ah ! (said the Ape, as sighing Avondrous sad) Da,, lie thereby, and groAv to goodly prize ; 

Its an hard case, Avhen men of good deserving To 'Deanes, toArchdeaeons, to Cnnimissaries, 
Must cither driven he perforce to sterving, To Lords, to Priiicipajls, to Prebendaries? 

Or asked for their pas by e\erie squib, All jolly JVelate.s, worthie rule to licare, 

That list at Avill them to reA'ile or .Miib: Who evei them envic-: yet spite bites neare. 

^nd 3'et (God Avot^') small oddes I often sec Why should }e doubt, then, but that ye like- 

Twixtthem that askc, and them that asked Lee. Might unto some of those in time arise? [wise 
Nathelcs, because you shall not us misdeeme, In the mcane'time to live in good estate, 

But that Ave are as honest as avc seeme, LoAing that love, and hating those that hate ; 

Yee shall our pasport at your pleasure see, ^ing some honest Curate, or some Vicker 

And then ye will (I hope’) Avell moov'-ed bee.* Ccintent with little in condition .sicker. 

WhichAvhentlie Priest beheld, hev'ew’ditnere, ‘Ah! but (saidth' Ape) the charge is won- 
As if therein some text he studying Avero, drous great. 

But little els (God Avote) could therei^f skill; To feed mens soulcs, and hath an hcaA'ie threat.* 
For read ln»could not evidence, nor Asnll, ‘Tofeedemens sonles ((|uothhc)isnotin man ; 
Ne toll a written word, iie write a letter, Fortheymustfecd themselves, doowhatweean. 
Ne make one title worse, ne make one Letter: We are but charg’d to lay the meate before: 
Of such deep learning little had he neede, Kate they that li.st, we need to doo no more. 

Ne yet of Latine, ne of Greeke, that breede But God it is that feedes them with his grace, 

Doubts mongst Divines, and difference of texts, The bread of life powr’d downe from heavenly 
From whence arise diAcrsitie of sects, place. 

And hateful! heresies, of God abhor’d : Therefore said he, that with the budding rod 

But this good Sir did follow the plaine word, Did rule the Jewes, AU ahalbe Uivght of God, 
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That same hath Jesus Christ now to him There must thou iasliion eke a godly zcalc, 
raught, Such as no carpers may cuntrayre reveale ; 

By whom the flock is rightly fed, and taught: For each thing famed ought more warie bee. 

He is the Shepheard, and the Triest is hce; There thou must walke in sober gravitee, 

We but his shepheard swaincs ordain’d to bee. And seeme as Saintlike as Saint Badegund: 
Therefore herewith doo not your selfe dismay , . Fast much, pray olt, looko lowly on the ground, 
Ne is the paines so great, but bearc ye may, And unto evtric one doo curtesie meeke : 

For not so great, as it was wont of yore. These lookes (nouglit saying) doo a benefice 
It’s now a dayes, ne halfc so streight fftid sore. sceke, 

They whilomc used duly everie day jVnd be thou sure one not lo lackc or long. 

Their service and their holie things to say, Itut if thee li.st unto the (k)iirt to throng, 

At inornc and even, besides their Anthemes And there to hunt after the hoped pray, 

Bwcete, I’hen must tlioii thee di'^pose another way : 

Their pcnic Masses, and their Comply ncsmcetc, For there thou needs must leariie to laugh, to 
Their Dirigcs, their Trcntals, and their shrifts, To far& to forge, to scollc. to eompanie, [lie, 
Their memories, their singings, ami their gifts. To enmehe, to ideascfUtn Ilf a beetle-stock 
Now all those necdlessc works are laid away ; Of tliy great Masters will, to scoriic, or mock. 
Now once a weeke, upon the Sabbath day, So maist thou chaunce mock out a Benefice, 

It is enough to doo our small flcvotion, UnlcNSc thou canst one conjure by device, 

And then to follow any mciric motion. Or cast a figure for a llishoprick ; 

Ne are we tyde to fast, but when wc list ; And if one could, it were but a schoolc trick, 

Nc to wearc gaAicnts luise of wolleu twist, These be the naves by^ihich witlijut reward 

But with the finest silkes ys to ainy, Living'^ in Court be gotten, thougn full hard,; 

That before God we may appeare inon* gaj', For nothing there is done without a fee : 
Kescmbling Aarons glorie in his pla<‘c: The Courtier necdci must rccompenced bee 

For farre unlit it is, that person bacc V^th a Bencvolence,%r have in gage 

Should with vile cloatlis •lipproach Gods The I’rimitias of your Parsonage: 

majestic, ^ • Scarse can a Bislioprick forjias them by, 

Whom no uncleannes may approachen nie ; But that it must be gelt in privitic. 

Or that all men, W'-hich aide master serve, Doo not thou therefore seeke a living there. 
Good garments for their service should deserve; But of more private ])^*sons seeke elswherc, 
But he that serves the I^rd of hoasts most Whereas thou inaist ('ompoiind a better penie, 
high, • * Xe let tby learning question’ll be of anie. 

And *hat in highest place, t’ approach him For some good (ientlcinan, that hath the right 
nigh, Unto his Church for to present a wight. 

And all tlie peoples prayers to present Will cope with thee in reasonable wise; 

Before his throne, as on aitibassagc scut That if the living ycrely doo arise 
Both too and fro, slio^^ld not deserve to wcare To lortio pound, that then his yongest sonne 
A garment better than of wooll or houre. Shall twentie have, and twenlie thou hast 
Beside, wc may have lying by our sides woiine : 

( hir lovely Lasses, or bright shining jlndcs : Thou hast it woime, for ilWs of frankc gift. 

We be not tyde to wilfull chastitic. And he will care for all the rest to shift, 

But have the Gospcll of free libertie.’ Both that the Bishop may admit of thee. 

By that he ended had his ghostly sergion. And that therein thou maist maintained bee. 
The Foxe was well induc’d to be a Parson, This is the way for one that is uiilerii’d 
And of the Priest eftsoones gan to enquire, Living to get, and not to be discern'd. 

How to a Benefice he might asjnre V But they, that arc great Clcrkes, have nearer 

‘ Mane, there (said the Priest) is arte indeed : wayes, 

Much good deep learning one thereout niaj I'orlencning sake to living them to raise ; 

reed ; Yet iiuinie eke of them (God woPe) are driven 

Ftir thattlic grouml-workc is, and end of all, T’ accept a Benefice in peeces riven. ( courst 
How to obtainc a Bcnoficiall. How saist thou (friend) have I nut well dis- 

Fir 8 t,tlierefore, when ye have ill handsome wise Upon this Coinmon-plaee, (though plaine, not 
Your selfc attyred, as you can devise, wourst ?) 

Tlien to some Noble-man your selfc applye, Better a short tale than a bad long shriving : 

Or other great one in the worldiis eye, Ncedes anie more to Icarne to get a living ?’ 

That hath a zealous disposition * Now sure, and by my hollidome, (quom he) 

To God, and so to lus religion. Y'e a great master arc in youi degree : 
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Great thankes I yeeld you for your discipline, ‘ Foolish Foxc (said the Mule) thy wretched 
And doo not doubt but duly to encline need 

My wits theretoo, as ye shall shortly heare.* Praiseth the thing that doth thy sorrow breed : 
The Priest him wisht good speed, and well to For well I weenc, thou canst not but envie 
fare ; wealth, compar’d to tliine owne miseric, 

So parted they, as eithers way them led. That art so leane and meagre waxen late, 

But th’ Ape and Foxe ere long ^0 well them That scarsc tliv legs uphold thy feeble gate.' 

sp^, ‘ Ay me ! (said then the Foxe) whom cvill hap 

Through the Priests holesome counsell lateh’ CTnwoAhy in such wretchednes dotli wrap, 
lought, [wroghf. And makes the scorne of other beasts to bee: 

And thresh their owne faire handling wisely But rend (fairc Sir.of grace) from whence come 
That they a Benefice twixt them obtained; yee; 

And craftie Reynold was a Priest ordained. Or w'hat of tidings you abroad doo heare ? _ 
And th’ Ape Id’s P.aris]i Clarke procur'd to bee. Newes may perhaps some good unweeting 
Then made they rcvell route and goodly glee ; beare.’ 

But, ere long time 4 iad^sscd, thej' 80*ill ‘ From royall Court I lately came (said he) 
Did order their affaires, that th’ evill will Where all the hravcric that eye may see. 

Of all their Parishners they had constraind ; And all the happinesse that heart desire. 

Who to the Ordinarie of tliem com|)lain’d, Is to bo fouiuU ho nothing can admire, 

How fowlic they their offices abus'd, That hath not seone that hca\ons portracture. 

And them of crimes and heresies accus’d. But tidings there is 110110. 1 voii assure, 

That Putaivanis he oiltcn for them sent ; Save that which common is, and knownc to all. 

But they neglected his commaundement. That (’ourtiers, as^ the tidi!. doo rise and fall.’ 

So long’ persisted obstinate and boldc, ‘ But tell us (said the Ape) ive doo } ou pray, 

Till at the length ho pubVshed to lioldc Who now in Court doth boaro tin* greatest sway, 

A Visitation, and themioytod thethor : • That, if such fortune iloo to us befall, 

Then w’as high time thei'' wits about to We make seekMiivour of the best of all ?’ 

gcatlier. J‘ Marie, (said be) tlie liigbost now in grace 

What did they then, but made a composition I Be the wilde beasts, that swiftest are in 
With their next neighbor Priest, for light con- ehasc ; 

dition, For in their speedie course and nimble flight 

To w'hom their living they resigned (juight The Lyon now doth take the most delight; 

For a few pence, and ran away by night. But chidflic joyes on foote tliem to hchohle, 

So passing through the Countrey in disguize, Enchastc with chaiiie and cireiilet of golde. 
They fled farre on, where none might them So wilde a beast so tami* ytaught to bee, 
surprize ; And buxome to his bands,’ is joy to see ; 

And after that long straied liere and there. So well his golden Circlet him lieseemeth. 
Through cverie field and forrest farre and nere, But liis late chayrie Liege uuineete es* 
Yet never found occasion fur their tournc, | teemeth; 

But almost stent’d did much lament and For so brave beasts slic loveth best to see 

moume. « In the jvilde forrest raunging fresh and free. 

At last they chaunst to raeetc upon the way Therefore if fortune thee in Court to live. 

The Mule all deckt in goodly rich aray, ' In case thou ever there wilt hope to thri\ c. 
With bells and bosses tbat full lowdly rung, To s^c of these thou must thy selfe apply ; 
And costly trappings that to ground downe as a thistle-downe in th’ ayre dotli me| 
hung. So vainly shalt thou too and firo be tost, 

Lowly they him saluted in inecke wdsc; And loose thy labour aiul thy fniitlcs cost. 

But he through pride and fatnes gan despise And 3'et full 'few which follow them, 1 see. 
Their meanesse ; scarce vouchsafte ^hem to For vertues bare regard advaunced b^ 
requitt. But either for some’ gainfull benefit, 

Whereat the Foxe, deep groning in his sprite. Or that tlicy may for their owne turncs be fit. 
Sai<l ; ‘ Ah ! sir Mule, now blessed be the day, Nath’lcs perhaps’ things may handle soe. 
That I see you so goodly and so gay 'Jliatye may better thrive than tlioiisands moe.’ 

In your attyres, and eke your silken hyde ‘But (.said the Ape) how shall wc first 
Fil’d witli round flesh, that everie bone doth come in, 

hide. Hiat after we may favour seeke to win ?’ 

Seemes that in fruitfull pastures ye doo live, ‘ How els (said he) but witli o good bold face. 
Or fortune doth you secret favour give.’ And with big words, and with a stotelr pace, 
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That men may thinke of ^ou in general!, Out of their hands, and merle leasings tell, 
That to be in you which is not at all : And juggle finely, that became him well. 

iTur not by that which is, the world now But he so light was at legierdemaine, 

deemeth, That what he toucht came not to light againe; 

(As itwas wont) butby that samethatseometh. Yet would he laugh it out, and proudly looke, 
Kc do I doubt but that ye well can fashion And tell them that they greatly him raistooke. 

Your selves theretoo, according to occasion. So would he iftofle them out with mockerie, 

So fare ye well ; good Courtiers may ye bee !’ For he therein had great fulicitie ; 

So, proiidlie neighing, from them partcll bee. And with sharp quips joy’d others to deface. 
Then gan this craftic couple to devize, '^linking that their disgracing did him grace: 

How for the Court themselves they might Son hilst that other like vaine wits he pleased, 
nguize ; And made to laugh, his heart was greatly eased. 

For thither they themselves meant to addresse. But the right gentle mindc w'oulde bite his lip, 
111 hope to finde there happier succcsse. To hcare the Javell so good men to nip ; 

So well they shifted, that tlie Ape anon For, though the vulgar yecld an open eare, 

llimselfe had cloaihcd like a Gentleman. And contnion Courtierfliov^o g^'be and Ileare 
And the slie Foxc, as like to be his groome, At cverie thing which they heafe spoken ill, 
That to the Court in seemly sort they conic ; And the best spcachcs with ill meaning spill, 
AVherc the fond Ape, hims'elfc ifprearing hy Yet the brave Courtier, in ivhosc beauteous 
Upon his tiptoes, stalketh stately by, thought 

As if he were some great Magnifico, Begard of honour harbours more than ought. 

And boldlie doth Amongst the boldest go; Doth loath such base coiMition, to backbite 
And his mail Keyiiold, wi^^i fine couiitcrfc- Anies gotid name for envie or despite: 

saunee, * He stands on tcarmes of honourable minde, 

Supports his orodilc and his eoimtenanncc. Ne will be parried with the common winde 
Then gan tlu* (’ourtiers gaze on cverie side. Of f’ourts inconstant iiAitabilitie, 

And stare on him, with big hx^es basen wnle, Ne after everio tattling fable Hie; 

VVondring nhat mister night he was, and Jhit heares and sees tlie follies of the rest, 
whence : And thereof gathers for him^olfe the best. 

For he n .as clad in strange accoustrcmcnts, He will not crccpc, nor crouche with famed face, 
Fashion’d with (lueint devises, never scene But walkes upright with comely stedfast pace, 
In Court before, yet there all fashions beeiic ; And unto all doth yeela due curtesie; 

Yet he them in newfaiiglonessc did pal But not with kissed hand belmve the knee. 

But his behaviour altogether was As that same Apish criie is ivont to doo : 

Alla TarvheHca, much the more adinyr’d: For he disdaincs himselfc t’ embasc theretoo. 

And his ItMikes loftie, as if he aspyr’d He hates fowle leasings, and vile llatteric, 

To dignitic, and fxleignM the low'degrec; [mc Two tilthie blots in noble gen trie; 

That all w'hich did suq|i strnngenesse in liim> Ami lothefull idleiies he doth detest, 

By secrete meancs gan of his state empiire. The canker wormc of everie gentle brest; 

And privily his servant thereto hire : The which to banish with faire exoR-ise 

Who. throviglily arm’d against such coyTture, Of knightly fe.ates, he dayllfe doth devise: 
Iteported unto all, that he was sure ^ I Now mennging the mouthes of stubborne 

A noble (lenrleni.an of high regard, f far'd, 1 stccdos. 

Which through the world had with hmg tjfiveVNmv practising the proofc of warlike deedes. 
And scene the manners of all beasts on ground; Now his bright armes assaying, now his speare, 
Now here airiv’d, to sec if like he found. Now the nigh armed ring away to bcarc. 

Thus did the Ape at first him credit g.ainc, At other times he casts to sew i^e chace 

Which aftenvards he wisely did maintoiiic Of swift wilde beasts, or runne on fc»ote a race. 

With gallant showe, and daylie. more auguiciit T enlarge his breath, (large breath in armes 
Through liis fine fe.'itcs and Courtly complc- most ncedfnll) • 

ment ; [spring, , Or els by wrestling to wex strong and heedful!, 

For he could play, and dauncc. and vaute, and Or his stiffe armes to stretch with Eughen 
And all that els pcrtaines to reveling, bowe, 

Onely through kindly aptnes of his joynts. And manly legs, still passing too and fro, 

Asides, lie could doo manie otlicr [loynts. Without a gowned beast him fast beside. 

The which in Court him served to good stead; A vaine ensample of the Persian pride ; 

For he mougst Ladies could their fortunes Who, after he had woniie th’ Assyrian 
read Hid ever after scorno on foute to goc. 
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Thus 'when this Courtly Gentleman with 
toyle 

Himselfe hath wearied, he doth recoylc 
Unto his rest, and there with aweete delight 
OfMusteks skill revives his toylcd spright; 
Or ds with Loves, and Ladies gentle sports, 
The joy of youth, himselfe he rccomforts; 

Or lastly, when the bodic list to pause. 

His minde unto the Muses he withdrawes : 
Sweete Ladie Muses, Ijadies of delight, « 
Delights of life, and ornaments of light! 

With whom he close confers with wise dis- 
course, [course, 

Of Natures workes, of heavens continuali 
Of forreinc land8,^of p^jile different, 

Of kingdomes change, ^f divers gouvemment. 
Of drcadfull battailes of renowraed Knights ; 
Witli which he kindleth his ambitious sprights 
To like desire and praise of noble fame, 

The onely upshot whereto he doth ayme : 

For all his miude oiyionour fixed is. 

To which he levds ml his ])urposis. 

And in his Princes service sjuinds his da3’cs, 
Not so much for to gaine, or for to raise 
Himselfe to high dog^f<^, as for his grace,* 
And in his liking to winnc wort hie place. 
Through due deserts and comeh’ carriage, 

In -whatso please employ his personage, • 
That may be matter meete to gaine him praise : 
For he is fit to use in all assayes. 

Whether for Armes aftid warlike amenaunce, 
Or eLse for wise and civill govemaunce. 

For he is practiz’d well in policie. 

And thereto doth his Courting most applie : 
To learne the cntcrdcale of Princes strange, 
To markc th’ intent of Counsclls, and the 
change 

Of states, and eke of private men somewhile, 
Supplanted by fine falshood and faire guile ; 
Of all the which he gathereth what is fit 
1” enrich the storehouse of liis powcrfiill wit. 
Which through wise speaches and grave con- 
ference 

He daylie eekes, and brings In excellence. 

Such is the rightfull Courtier in his kiiide, 
But unto such the Ape lent not his minde: 
Such were for him no fit companions. 

Such would descrie his lewd conditions ; 

But the yo|^ lustic gallants he did <^iosc 
To follow, meete to whom he might disclose 
His witlesse pleasance, and ill pleasing vaine. 
A thousand wa^'es he them could enterUiine, 
With all the thriftles games that ma^' be 
found; 

With mumming and w'th masking all around, 
With • dice, with cards, with halliards faixe 
unfit 

With shuttdcocks. misseeming manlic wit, 


With courtizans, and costly riotize. 

Whereof still somewhat to his share did rize : 
Ne, them to pleasure, would he sometimes 
scorn e 

A Pandares coaie (so basely was he borne). 
Thereto he could fine loving verses frame, 

And play the Poet oft. But ah! for shame. 
Let not sweete Poets praise, whose onely pride 
Is ■virtue to advaiiiicc, and vice deride, 

Ne with the worke of loscls wit defamed, 

Ne let such verses Poetrie be named ! 

Yet he the name on him would rashly take, 
Maugre the sacred Muses, and it make 
A servant to the vile affection 
Of such, as he d(‘])endcd most upon ; 

And with the sugne sweete thereof allure 
Chast Ladies cares to fantasies impure. 

To such dehghts the noble wits he led 
Which him reliev'd, and their vaine humours 
fed 

With fruit les follies and unbound delights. 

But if perliaps into their noble sprights 
Desire of honor or brave thought of armes 
Did ever creepe, then with liis wicked charmes 
And strong conccipts he w'ould it drive awaj', 
Ne suffer it to*liouhe then* halfe a day. 

And w'hcnso love of letters did in>pire 
Their gentle wdts, and kindle w'lse desire, 

That chieflie doth each noble minde adornc, 
Then he w’ould scoffe at learning, and eke 
The Sectaries thereof, as fieople base [ scoriie 
Ami sim])lc men, which never came in place 
Of w'orins affaires, but, in darke corners mewd, 
IMiittred of matters as their bookes them 
shcAvd, 

Ne other kiiow'ledge ever did attaine, 

But Avith their gowmes their graAMtie maintainc. 
From them he wouW his impudent Icwdc 
siieacli 

Against Gods hr.lie IMinisteis oft reach, 

And niocke DiA'ines and their jirofcssion. 
What cNe then did he In' progrcshion, 

But inocke high God himselfe, Avhom the}' 
* jirolcsse ? 

But Avhat car’d he for God, or godlincssc ? 

All his care w^as himselfe how to advaunce, 
And to uphold his court!}' couutenauncc 
Bv all the cunning mcaiies lie could devise : 
Were it by honest Avayes, or othcrw'ise, 

He made small choyce; yef sure his honcstie 
Got him Miiall games, but shiuneles flatterie, 
And filthie brocage, and unseemly shifts. 

And borow'c ba.se, and some good l^adics gifta: 
But the beat hcljie, w'iiicli chiefly him Bu.*»tain'd, 
Was his man Kayiiolds purchase which he 
gain'd. 

For he was school’d by kinde in all the skill 
Of dose conA'eyaucc, and each practise ill 
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or coosinage and cleanly knaveric, Unhappie wight, borne to dcsastroiiR end, 

Which oft maintain’d his masters braverie. That doth his life in so long tendance spend ! 
besides, he usde another slipprie slight, Who ever leaves sweote home, where meane 

In taking on himselfe, in common sight, estate 

False personages fit for evene sted, In safe assurance, without strife or hate, 

With which he thousands cleanly coosined : Fmdes all things necdfull for contentment 
Now like a Merchant, IMercliants to deccave, meeke, • 

With whom his credite he did often leave And will to Court for shadowes vaine to seeke. 

In gage for his gay Masters hopelesse det^ * Or hojie to gainc, himselfe will a davr trie: 
Now like a Lawyer, when he land would lett, That curse (lod send unto mine enemie! 

Or sell fee-simples in his Masters name, Fof^nonc hut such as this hold Ape, unhlest. 

Which he had never, nor ought like the same Can e\er thrive in that unhickie quest ; 

Then would he he a liroker, and draw in Oi such us liath a Keynold to his man. 

Both Avares and money, hv exchange to win: That hy his shifts Ins Master furnish can. 

Then would he seeme' a ii'anner, that Avould | But a et this Foxc could not so closely hide 
sell jUis crafti^feates, but tljat tl^y Avere descride 

Bargaincs of Avoods, Avhich he did lately fell, j At length hy sucli as sat^in justice seate. 

Or come, or cattle, or such other ware. Who for the same him fowlie did ciitreute; 

Thereby to coosin men not well aware : j And having Avorthily him punished, 

Of all the Avhich there came a secret fee, fbee. Out of the C’ourt lor e\er banished. 

To th’ Ape, that he his counteiiaiince might And now the Ape Avanting Ins huckster man. 
Besides all this, Wt* us’d oft to beguile iThal Avont provide hi>s nec'jjssaries, gan 

Poore suters, that in Court did haunt some To groAve into great lacke, ne could upholde 
while ; * His countenance in those his garments olde; 

For he Avould leame their biisines secretly, Ne ncAv ones could he easily provide. 

And then infonne his Master hastely, ‘ Though all men him unc||scd gan deride, 

That he by meancs might custAliom to pre- Like as a Pupjiit jilaccd in a play, 

A'ent, Whose part once past all men bid take aivay ; 

And beg the sute the Avhieh the other ment. Ref that he driven Avas to great distressc. 

Or otherwise false Re)Tiold Avould abuse And shortly brought to hopelesse A\rctchcd- 

The simple Suter, and wish him to ehusc nesse. 

His Master, being one of great regard Then, closely as he migh?, he cast to leave 

In Court, to compas anie sute not hard,* The Court, not asking any passe or leave ; 

In case 1 is paincs Avere rccompcnst Avith But ran nA> a v 111 In i rent rags hy night, 

reason. Ne CA'cr stayd in place, ne spake to Avight, 

So would lie Avorke the aillj- man by treason Till that the Foxe, I’lis eopesmate he had found, 
To buy his Masters fri\'olous good aaIII, To Avhome complayning his unhappy stouiid. 

That had not pOAver to duo him good or ill. At last iignine ivith him in trai ell jnynd, 

iSo pitifull a thing is Suters state ! And Avith him far’d some better chaunce to 

M(»st miserable man, Avlioin Avicked fate fAiidc. 

Hath brought to (’oiirt, to sue for had y\\i>t. So in the Avorld long time^hey Avandered, 
That few liaA’c found, and manie onc*huth And mickle Avaut and liardnesse suflered ; 

mist! That them repented much so foolishly 

Full little knowest thou, that hast not tridc, To come so farre to seeke for misery. 

What hell it is in suing long to hide : • And leave the sweetnes of contented home. 

To loose good dayes, that might be bettc? Though eating hipps, and drinking AA'ntrA'forae. 

spent; * Thus as they them complayned too ami fro. 

To wast long nights in pensive discontent; V/liilst through the forest rechlesse they did 
To speed to day, to be ]iut back to morrow ; goe, 

To feed on hope, to pine with feare and sorroAv ; ^ I*o ! Avhe A they spide, hoAV, in a glqpmy glade. 
To liaA'C thy Princes grace, yet Avaiit her .The Lyon slccjiing lay in secret shade, 

IVeres ; His CroAviie and Scepter lying him beside, 

To have tliy asking, yet Avaite manie yeeres ; And having doft for lieate his dreadfiill hide ; 
To fret thy soiilcAvith crosses and AA'itii cares ;! Which Avhen they saAve. the Ajic Avas sore 
To cate thy heart through comfortlessc dis-j afrayde, 

pnires ; [^roime,' And would have fled Avith terror all dismayde. 

To fawne, to crowchc, to Avaite, to ride, to' But him the Foxe Avith hnrd^' Avords did stay, 
To spends to give, to want, to be undoiinc. | And bod him put all cowardize away : 
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For now was time (if ever they would hope) Afraid of cverie Icafc that stir’d him by, 

To ayme their counsels to the fairest scope, And evene stick that underneath did ly. 

And them for ever highly to advaunce, Upon his tiptoes nicely he up went. 

In case the good, which their owne happic For making noysc, and still his eare he lent 
chaunce To evene sound tJiat under heaven blew ; 

Them freely offred, they would wisely take. Now went, now stopt, now crept, now back- 
Scarse could the Ape yet ^eake, so did he ward drew, ' 

quake ; [ growe That it good sport had been him to have eyde ; 

Yet, as he could, he askt how good might Yeliat the hist, (so well ho him applyde) 
Where nought but dread and death do scemc Through his fine handling, and his cleanly play, 
in show ? I sdhnd, He all those royall signes had stolne away. ’ 

*Now, (sayd he) whiles the Lyon slcepoth And with the Foxes helpo them borne aside 
May we his Crownc and Mace take from the Into a secret comer iinespidc. 

ground, _ Whither Avlnmas they came they fell at wonls, 

And eke his skinne, the terror of the wood, Whether of them should be the r,ord of Lords : 

Wherewith we^ma^our selves (ifrivc thinkc For th’ Ape was stry full, and atnbieions; 

good) And the Foxe gnilcfull, and most covetous ; 

Make Kings of Beasts, andijordsof forests all 'fhat neither pleased was to have the raync 
•Subject unto that powre impcriall.’ [ Avretch, Tivixt them divided into even tivaine, 

‘Ah! but (sayd the Ape) Avho is so bold a Hut cither (algatcs) Avonld be Lords alone ; 
That dare his hardy hand to those outstretch, For Lo\’e and L(mlshi|) bide no {inragone. 
When as he knowM his mcede, if he be spide, ‘I am most worthie, (saul*'the Ajx*) sith I 
To be a thousand deathes, and shame beside?’ For it did put. my life in jeopardie : . 

‘Fond Ape ! (sayd then the Foxe) into Aihose Thereto 1 am il\*i)orson and in stature 

brest Most like a Man, the Lord of everie creature^ 

Never crept though%or honor, nor braAm gest. So that it seemeth I Avas made to raigne, 

Who Avill not venture life a King to he^ And borne t^be a Kingh soA'craigne.’ 

And rather rule and raigne in soveruign secL ‘ Nay (said the Foxe) Sir Ape, you are nstrav : 

Than dAA’ell in dust inglorious and bacc, For though to steale the Diadcmc aAvay 

Where none shall name the number of his Were the Avorkc of your imnblc hand, Vet ? 

place? Did first dcA'ise the plot by polheic ; 

One joyous hoAvre iB blisfull happines, So that it Avholly spnnget’h from mv Avit: 

I chose before a life of AATetehednes. For A^iiicli also I elaime my selfe more lit 

Be therefore counselled herein by me, Than you to rule ; for gfiA’eriimciit of stale 

And sliake off this vile harted c’oAvardrec. Will aa ithout a\ isedome soone be niinale. 

If he aAvakc, yet is not death the next, And Avlierc ye clrimu your selfe for outAvurd 

For we may coulor it Avilh some pretext shape 

Of this, or that, that may excuse the crA’me : Most like a man, Mmi is not like an Ape 
Elsew'e may five; thou a tree raayst^yine. In his chiefe parva, Uiot i.s, in wit and spinte • 
And I creepe under ground, both from bk But I therein most like to him duo meritc, 
reach: . For iny she ivyles and suhtill craftiiiesse, 

Ihereforc be nil’ll to doo as T doo tcadi.’ The Title of the Kingihmie to posses«.e. 

The Ape, that earst did nought bnt chill Nath'les (my brutlier) since avc passed are 
and quake, Unto this iniint, we Avill appease our jarre ; 

Now gan some courage unto him to take, Aiftl I Avith reoson mecte will rest content. 

And was content to attempt tliat enterprise, That yc shall have botli crowne and govern- 

Tickled Avith glorie and ra-di coA’ctisc : merit, ** 

But first gan question, whether sliould assay Upon condition, that yc ruled bee 
Those rovall ornaments to stcale away? In all affaires, and exiunselled bv nice ■ 

‘Marie, tlu|t shall your selfe, (quoth h^therctoo) And that ye lot none other ever drawe 

I*® . ® nimble it to doo ; Your mindc from me, but kecja; this as a lawe : 

01 all the beastcj-wliicli in the forrests Ik-c, And hereupon an oath unto me plight ’ 

Is not a titter for this tume than yce: The Ape was glad to end the strife so light, 

Iherefore, my OAvne dcare brotlier, take good And thereto suorv; for who would not oft 
hart, sweare. 

And ever thinke a Kingdome is j^our part.’ And oft unsweare, a Diademe to beare ? 

Loa^ wM the Ape, though praised, to advcBter, Then freely up those royall snoylcs be tooke, 
Yet fauitly gan into his woike to enter, Yet at tlic Lyons skin he inly quooke • 
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But it dissembled, and upon his head First to his Gate he pointed a strong gaid, 

The Grovne, and on his backe the skin he did, That none might enter but -with issue hard : 
And the false Foxc him helped to array. Then, for tlie safegard of his personage, 

Then, when he was all di^ht, he tooke his way He did appoint a warlike equipage 
Into the forest, that he might be scene " Of forreine beasts, not in the forest bred, 

Of the wilde beasts in his new glory shccne. But part by land and part by water fed ; 

There the two first whome he cncountred were For tyrannic is 'vnth strange ayde supported. 
The Sheepe and th’ Asse, who, striken both Then unto him all monstrous beasts resorted 
with fearc, • Bred of two kindes, as Griffons, Minotaurcs, 

At sight of him, gan fast away to dye ; ('Tocoddes, Dragons, Beavers, and Gentaures : 

But unto them the Foxe alowd did cry. With tliose himsclfc he strengthned mightelic. 

And in the Kings name bad them both” to stay. That fearc he neede no force of cncmie. 

Upon the payne that thereof follow may. Then gan he rule and tyrannize at will, 

Hardly, nay tides, were they rcstrayned so, Like as the Foxe did guide his graceles skill ; 

Till that the Foxe forth toward them did goe, And all wyldc beasts mode vassals of his 
And theredisswaded them from iieedlessc fearc, pleassires, _ ^ [treasures. 

For that the King did favour to them bcarc; And with their spojdcs (?3arg’d his private 
And therefore drcadles biul them come to Gorte, No care of justice, nor no rule of reason. 

For no wild beasts should do tlicm^y tortc No temperance, nor no regard of season. 

There or abroad*, iie would his majestyc Did thenceforth ever enter in his mindc ; 

Use them but well, with gracious clcmencyc, But crueltic, the signe of currish kiiidc, 

As whome lie knew to him both fast and true. And sdeignfull pride, and w^full arrogaunce : 
So he perswa^lcd them, witli homage due Such followes those whom fortune doth ad- 
Themsclvcs to humble to the Af»c prostrate, vaunce. 

Who, gently to them bowing in his gate, But the false Foxc most kindly plaid his 

Itoccyveil tiiem with chearcfull entertayne. For wl^atsocver mothcr-W|^ or .arte' [part*, 
Thenceforth proceeding with l|is princely Gould workc, he put in proofe : no iiractise slic, 
trayne. No counterpoint of cunning polieie, 

He shortlv met the Tygrc, and the Bore, No "reach, no breach, that might him profit 
Which wfth the simple Gamcll r.agp«l sore bring. 

In bitter words, seeking to take occasion But be the same did to his purpose wring. 
Upon his fleshly corpse to make invasion : Nought suflered he the Apt to giro or graunt. 

But, soone os they tliis mock-King did c^y. But through his hand must jiasse the Fiaunt. 
Their troublous strife they stinted by and by, 'All oflices. all leases by him lept. 

Thinking indeed th.at it t'lie Lyon was. ' [And of them all wdiatso he likte lie kept. 

He then, to prove w'hetherliispowie would pas' Justice he soldc injustice for to buy. 

As currant, sent the Foxe to Ihern streightway, ! And for to purchase for his progeny. 
Commaunding them their cause of strife be- Til might it prosper that ill gotten was ; 

WTay ; • But, so he got it, little did he pas. 

And, if that wrong on eyther side there were, jllc fed his cubs w'ilh fat of all the soyle. 

That he should wanic tlie wnmger to appc.nc [And w’ith the sweeteof others sweating toyle; 
The morrow next at Court, it to defend : * lie cramined them uith crimius of Benefices, 

In the mean-time iijion the King t’ attend. 1 Vnd tild their moiithes with meeds of male- 

TTie subtile Foxe so well his message sayd, ficcs : 

That the proud beasts him readily obayd*: • Heclonthcd them ivith all colours, save white, 
Whereby the Ape in w’ondrous stomack woxe.'^udloded them with lordships and with might. 
Strongly cncorag’d by the crafty Foxe ; So much ns they were able well to bearc. 

That King indeed himsclfc he shortly thought, That with the weight their bocks nigh broken 
A nd all the Beasts him feared as they ought, wore : 

And followed unto his iialiuce hyc ; He chaftrcM Gha 3 rres in which Churchmen 

Where taking Conge, each one bv and by were set, 

Departed to his home in dreadfull aw:c. And breach of lawes to ptivic ferine did let : 

Full of the feared sight which lute they No statute so cstablislied iiiiglit bee, 

sawe. * Nor onliuaunce so nccdflill, but that hee 

Tlie Ape, thus seized of Uic Begall throne, Would violate, though not with violence, 
KftsonesW counscll of the Foxc alone, Yet under colour of the confidence 

Gan to provide for all things in assurance. The which tlie Ape repos’d in liim alone, 

That so his rule might len^r have endurance. And leckned him the kiugdomes comer atone. 
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And ever, when he ought would bring to pas, 
His long experience the platibrmc Avas : 

And, when he ouglit not pleasing would put by 
The clokc Avas care of dirift, and husbandry. 
For to encrcase the common treasures store ; 
But his owne treasure lie enercased more, 

And lifted up his loftie toAi»’*es therebj^, 

That they began to threat the neighbour sky ; 
The Avhiies the Princes pallaccs fell fast 
I’o mine (for Avhat thing can ever last?) 

And Avhilest the other I'eeres, for poverne, 
Were forst their auncient houses to let lie. 
And their olde Castles to the ground to fall, 
AVhich their forefathers, famous over-all, 

Had founded for the Kingdonics ornament, 
And for their /nem^ries long moitiment: 

But he no count hiadc of >tobilitic, 

Nor the Avilde beasts Avhom armes did glorific, 
The Bcahnes chiefe strength and girlond ofj 
the croAvne. [ udoAvne, 

All these through fained crimes he thrust 


Or made them d^ ell in darknes of <hsgrace; 
For none, but Avh( 


And scekcAvith slaunder his good name to blot; 
For there Avas cause, els doo it he would not: 
Therefore surcease, good Dame, and hence 
dei)arl.’ 

So went the Shcepc away with hcavie hart: 
So many inoc, so cA'cric one Avas used. 

That to" give largely to the boxe refused. 

Now Avhcii high Jove, in whose almightie 
^ hand [stand. 

The care of Kings and poAver of lanpires 
Sitting one day within his turret hyc, [eye, 
From A\ hence he A'eAves, with his black-liddcil 
Wluitso the heaven in his wide vawte con- 
tainer, 

And all tliat in the deepest earth remaincs. 
And troubled kingdoine of Avilde beasts be- 
heUle. 

Whom not their kindly SoA'ereigne did welde. 
But an iit'iriiing Ape, A\ith guile suborn’d, 
Had all Mibverst, he sdeignfnlly it scorn’d 
; In his great heart, and hardly did refrainc, 


But that AV'ith thuiulei Ifdts lie had him slaine, 
om he list, might come in 'And driven c^iwne to hell, his dewest meed: 

' But, him avixing, he that drcadfiill deed 
Forboie, and rather chose Avith scurnfull shame 


place. 

Of men of armes he had but small regard. 

But kept them loAy'ji,''and .strcigncd atwc Jitird. Him to uA’cngc, and blot his brutish name 
For men of learning little he esteemed , 1 Cnto the A#>rld, that never after anie 

His Avisdome he above their learning deemed. Should of hi,s race be voyd of infamic ; 

As for the rascall Commons least he cared, ! An<l his false counselor,* the cause of all. 
For not so common AA’as his bountic shared : iTo datnuc to death, or doh‘ [lerpetuall. 

Let God, (said he) if please, care for the manic. From whence he never should be quit, m 


1 for iny selfe muil care before els anie. 

So did he good to none, to manic ill, 

80 did he all the kingdomc rob and pill, 

Yet none durst speake, ne none durst of him 
plaine, [gaine. 

So great he Avas in grace, and rich through 
Xc AA'oiild he anie let to liaA’e accessc 
Unto the Prince, but by his OAvne addressc. 

For all that els did come Avcrc sure to faile. 
Yet Avould he ^rther nunc but for availc ; 

For on a time uie Sheeiie, to Avhom of yore 
The Foxe had promised of frieudship store. 
What time the Ape the kingdomc first did 
gaine, [ plainer 

Came to the Court, her case there to com- 
How that the "Wolfe, her mortnll enemie. 

Had sithcnce slaine her Lambc most crucllic. 
And therefore crav’d to come unto the King, 
To let hi{p knoAve the order of the thing. 

‘ Soft, Gooddic Shcepe ! (tlieu said the Foxe) 
not soe : 

Unto the King so rash ye may not goc ; 

He is with greater matter busied 
Than a Ijambc, or ^he Lambes owno moihers 
• hed. 

Ne, certes, may I take it well in part. 

That ye my cousin Wolfe so fowly thwart. 


norstal’d. 

Fortlnvith he Mercuric unto him cal’d, 
Amkbad him flie Avith never-resting speed 
Unto the forrest, Avherc Avilde beasts doo breed. 
And there enquiring privily, to Icarne 
What did of laic chaunce ha^ipen to the Lyon 
stcarne, 

That he rul’d not ^le Empire, as he ought? 
And A^ hence Avere all those plaints unto him 
brought 

Of Avronges, and spoyles, by salvage beasts 
commitlcdV 

Which done, he bad the Lyon be remitted 
^to his seatc, and those same treachours vile 
IVe punished for tlieir presuniptnous guile. 

The Sonne of Alaia, soone as he receiv’d 
That Avord, straight A\ith his azure Avings he 
clcnA^’d 

The liquid clnAA'das, and lucid firinainent ; 

Ne staid, till tliat he came with steep descent 
Unto the place where his prescript did showc. 
There stouping, like an arrowc from a bow^ 
He soft arriA’ed on the grassie ]ilnine. 

And fairly paced forth A\dtli casie jiame, 
lill that unto the Pallace nigh he came. 

Ihen gan he to hinisclfe new shape to frame; 
And that faire face, and that Ambrosiall hew, 
Which wonts to deckc the Gods immortall crew 
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And beautefie the shinic firmament, The wicked weed, which there the Foxc did 

lie doft, unfit for that rude rabblcment. ^ lay, 

So, standing by the gates in strange disguize. From underneath his head he tookeaway, 
lie gan enquire of some in secret wize. And then him waking, forced up to rize. 

Both of the King, and of his government. The Linn looking up gan him avizc, 

And of the Foxe, and his false blandishment : As one late in a traunce, what had of long 
And evermore he heard eacdi one complaiue Become of him ; ^r fantasic is strong. 

Of foiile abuses both in rcalme and raino ; ‘ Arise, (said Mercuric) thou sluggish beast, 

\Vliich yet to prove more true ho meant to |pc, That here licst scnselcs, like the corpse dcceast, 
And an ey-uitnes of each thing to hoe. The whilsLc thy kingdome from thy head is 

Tho on his head his dreadfull hat lie dight, • rent, 

Which maketh him invisible in sight, And thy throne royall with dishonour blent: 

And inocketh th’ eyes of all the lookers on. Arise, and doo thyself rcdecaie from shame. 
Making them thinke it but a vision. And be aveng’d on those that breed thy 

Through pow'er of tliat he runnes through blame.’ 

enemies swerds; [herds Thereat ^aged, soonc^^ gan upstart. 

Through power of that he passeth through the Grinding his teeth, ancT^rMing his great 
Of ravenous wildc beasts, and doth beguile hart ; 

Their greedie mouthes of the expeq|cd spo\ le ; And. roiiziiig up himsclfe, for his rough hide 
Through power of that his cunning theeverics He gan to reach, but no where it espidc. 

He wonts to worke, that none the same espies ; Therewith he gan full terribly to rore, 

And, through the power of that, he putteth on And chafte at that indignitm right sore : 

What shaiie lie li'.t in apparition. But w'hen his Crownc ana scepter both he 

That on his bead he wore, and Ih his hand w’auted, [panted; 

He tooke Cadueeus, his Miakie wand, Lord ! how he fum’d, and sweld, and rag’d, and 

With w'hich the damned ghosts he governeth, And V^rcatned death, 'a,gd thousand deadly 
And furies rules, and 'J’artare ten||iereth. dolours, [honours. 

With that he eausiith sleep Ui seize the eyes. To them that had purloyn’d his Princely 
And fenre the harts of all his eneinycs ; Wflh that in hast, disroabed as he was. 

And, when him list, an univcisall night He tmvard liLs owne Pallace forth did pas; 

Throughout the w 01 Id he makes on eyerie And all the way he roared as he went. 

As w hen his Syre wit h Aleuniena lay. 1 wight ; That all the forrest with iwtonishment 
'I'hus dight, into the Court he took4f his Thereof did tremble, and the beasts therein 
wa} . [ scride. Fled last away from that so dreadfull din. 

Both through the gard, which never liim dc- At last he came unto his mansion. 

And through the watchmen, who him never Where all the gates he found fast lockt anon, 
spiile : And manin W'urders round about them stood : 

Tbeuccfortli he ])ast into each secrete part. With that he loar'd alow'd, as he were wood. 
Whereas he saw, tliat son^’^ griev’il hi.> hart, 'J'hat all the Pallace (quaked at the stound, 
Each place abounding with fowlc injuries. As if it quite w'ere riven from the ground, 

And fild witii trea^ure rackt with mbueries ; And all within were dead and hartles left: 
Each place dclilde with blood of guWtles And th’ Ape himsclfe, as onc% hose w'its were 
beasts, [beheasts: ivft, 

WTiich had been slaine to serve the Apes Fled here and there, and cvcric comer sought, 
Gluttonie, malici^ jiride, and covetizc, • To hide himselfe from his owne feared thought. 
And lawlesnc-' raigniiig with riotize; * 'But the false Foxe. when he the l^ion heard. 

Besides the inlinite extortions. Fled closely forth, streightw'ay of death 

Done through the Foxes great opiiressions, afeard, 

That the complaints thereof could not be And to the Lion came, full lowly creeping, 

toldc. With faiaed face, and -watric evne halfe 

Which when he did with lothfull eyes beliolde, weeping, • 

He would n(> more endure, \nit came his way, T’ excuse his former treason and abusion. 

And cast to sceke the Lion where he may, And turning all unto the Apes confusion. 
That he might worke the avengement for this Kath’les the royall Beast forbore beleeving, 
shame [blame. But bad him stay at ease till further preevmg. 

On those tw'o caytives, which had bred him Then, when he saw no eutraunce to him 
And, seeking all the forrest busily, jaunted. 

At last he found, where sleeping he did ly. Koaring yet lowder that all liarts it daunted, 
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Upon those gates with force he fiercely flewc, The Foxe^ first Author of that treacherie, 

And, rending them in pieces, felly slcwc lie did uncase, and then away let flie : 

Those warders strange, and all that els he But th* Apes long taile (which then he had) 
met. [get: he qiiight 

But th’ Ape still flying he no where might Cut off, and both eares pared of their hight ; 
From rowme to rowiue, from beam to beame Since which all Apes but halfe their eares 
he fled ^ have left, * 

All breathles, and for feare now almost ded; And of tlicir fades are uttcrlie bereft. 

Yet him at last the Lyon spide, and cauglit, lio MothiT llidibord her discourse did end, 
And forth with shame unto his judgement ^Vbieh pardon me, if 1 amisse have pend ; 

brought. • For weake ^vas rny remembrance it to hold, 

Then all the beasts he caus’d assembled bee, And bad her tongue that it so bluntly 

To hcare their doome, and sad enaample sec. toldc. 


■-fHE RUINES OF ROME: 

BY BELLAY. * 


• I 

Ye heavenly spirites, whose ashie cinders lie 
Under deep ruine^ with huge walls opprest. 
But not 3 ^our prais^ ttie which shall ne^cr die 
Through your faire verses, ne in ashes rest ; 

If so M shrilling voyce of wight alive 
May reach from hence to dofith of darkest bdl, 
Tlien let tliose deep Abyascs open rive, 

That ye may understainl my slireiking yell. 
Thiioe having seen^ under Uie heavens veale 
Your toombs devoted compasse over-all, 
Thrice unto you with lowd voyce I apjieale. 
And for your antique furie here doo call, 

The whiles that I with sacred horror sing 
Your glorie, fairest of all earthly thing ! 

II 

Great Babylon her haughtic walls will praise. 
And sharped steeples high shot up in ayre ; 
Greece will theWde Ephesian buildings blaze. 
And Nylus nurslings Uicir Pyramides faire ; 
The same yet vaunting Greece will tell the stone 
Of Joves great image in Olympus placed ; 
l^usolus worke wiU be the Carians glorie ; 
And Crete will boast the Labyrinth, now raced: 
The antique Rhodian will likewise set forth 
The great Golosse, erect to Memorie ; 

And what els in the world is of likepworth. 
Some grelter learned wit will niagnifie : 

But I will sing above all moniments 
Seven Romaue Hils, the worlds Seven Won- 
derments. 

HI 

Thou stranger, which for Rome in Rome h^ 
• seekest, 

And nought of Rome in Rome perceiv’stat all, 


•These same oldc walls, ofllc arches, which thon 
scest, » 

Oldc Palaces, is that which Rome men call. 
Bcholde what wreake, what ruine, and what 
wosf. [powie 

And how lIFat she, which with her mightie 
Turn’d all the world, hath tam'd herselfe at 
last ; [dcvowTc 1 

llui pray of time, which all things doth 
Koine now of Romo ih th’ oncly funeroll. 

And oncly Rome of Rome hatfi victorio ; 

Nc ofight save Tybcr hastning to Ins fall 
Kemaincs of all. O worlds inconstancie ! 

That which is firmc doth flit and fall away. 
And that is ilitting doth abide and stay. 

• 

She, whose high top above the starres did sore, 
One footc on Thetis, th’ other on the Morning, 
Oneiand on Scythia, th’ other on the More, 
Both heaven and earth in roundiicsse com- 
passing ; 

Joyc fearing, least if she should greater grower 
^ nc Giants old should once again uprise, 

Her whelm’d witli hills, these seven hils, which 
be nowe [skies : 

Tombes of her greatnes which did tlireate the 
Upon her head he heapt Mount Satunml, 
Upon her bellie th’ antique Palatine, 

Upon her stomacke laid Mount Quiriiial, 

On her left hand the noysomo Esquiline, 

And Cffilian on the right ; but both herfeete 
Mount Yiminall and Aveutine doo mcete. 


WTio lists to see what ever nature, arte, [sefh 
f And heaven could doo, O Rome ! thee let nto 
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In case thy greatnes he can gonse in harto, Thu peoples vertue yet so fruitfall was 
By that which but the picture is of thee. Of vertuoua nephewes, that postcritie, 

Rome is no more : but if the shade of Rome Striving in power their grandfathers to passe, 
May of the bndie yecld a seeming sight, 'llie lowest earth join'd to the heaven hie; 

It’s like a corse drawne forth out of the tombe To th’ end that, having all parts in their 
By Mogickc skill out of etcmall night. power, [quight ; 

The corpes of Rome in ashes is entombed, N^oiiglit from the Romane Empire might be 

And her great spiriti*, mjoyned to the spirite And that thouglf time doth Commonwealths 
Of this great masse, is in tiie same enwombeil; devowre. 

But her brave writings, wliieh her faiffous Vet no time should so low emhase their bight, 
merite Xhat her heail, cartli'd in her foundations 

In spight of time out of the dust doth reare, deep, 

Doo make her Idole through the world Should not her name and endles honour 
appeare. keep. 

VI jx 

Such as the Berecynthian Goddesse bright, Ye cruell {^rres, and ck|t j^ods unkinde, 

Inherswiftecharretwith high turrets crownde, Heaven envious, and bittehftepdame Nature ! 
Proud that so mame Gods she brought to light; Re it bv fortune, or bv course of kinde, 

Such was this Citie in licr good dmes fownd : jxhat ve doo weld th’ affaires of carthlic crea- 
This Citie, more than that great I'hrygian * tuie; 

mother Why have your hands long sithence travelled 

Renowm’d for fruitc#»f famous progonic, 'Po frame this world that d#h endure so long ? 
Whose greatnes by the greatiiesof none other, Or uhy were not these Romane palaces 
But by her selfe, her e({uall match could see. Made of some matter no less lirme and strong? 
Romo onely might to Rome compared bee, 1 gay not, as the common voyce doth sav, 

And onely Rome could make great Rome to That all things whic h bciwath the Moone have 
tremble : , , • , Are temporall, and subject to decoy : [ being 

So did the Gods by heavenly doome decree, Rut 1 sav ralher, though not all agreeing 
That other carthlic power should not resemble With sonit‘ that uccne the contraric in 
Her that did match tho whole earths thought, 

puissaunce, [vaunce. That all this whole shall one day come to 

And did her courage to the heavens ad- nought. * 

VII • X 

Ye sacred ruines, and ye tragick sights, brave sonno of Acson, which by 

Which onely doo the name of Rome retaine, dianncs 

Olde raoniments, which of so famous sprights Atcheived the golden Fleece in Colchid land, 
The honour yet in ashes doo inaintaine ; Out of the eartli eugendred men of nrmes 
Triumphant Aicks, spyre^ neighbours to the of Dragons teetb, sowne in the sacred sand ; 

skie, , , ,,, „ So this brave Townc, that in her youtlilicdaies 

That you to see doth th h(»vcn it sel.c appall; An Hvdra w'as of wnrriours glorious, 

Alas . by little ye to nothing flie, • Did fill with lior renowmed nourslings praise 
The pet^lcs fable, and the spoyle of all : XJie fiyie snnnes both one and other fioius ; 

And though your frames do for a tune make But they at last, there being then not living 
_ warro _ _ ^ An Hercules so ranke seed to represse, 

Gainst time, vet time in time shall ruinate ^ Einongst themselves with cruell furie striving, 
Your workes and names, and your lastreliques Mow’d downe themselves with slaughter mer- 
maiTC. cilesse * 

My sad dMireSj rest therefore moderate ; Renewing in themselves that rage unkinde, 

J or if that time make emle of things so sure, >vhieh Vhilom did those eorthboin brethren 
It ols will end the pome which I endure. bliude. 

VIII XI 

Through armea and vassalB Rome the world Mars, shaming to have given so great head 
subdu'd, [strength To his off-spring, that mortall puissaunce, 

That one would weene that one sole Cities Puft up with pride of Romane hardiehead. 
Both land and sea in roundnes had survew’d. Seem’d above heavens powre it to ad- 
To be the measure of her bredth and length : vaunce ; 
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Cooling ^aine his former kindled heate, And as at Troy most dastards of the Groekes 
With which he had those Romane spirits fild, Did brave about tlie corpes of Hector colde;^ 
Did blowe new fire, and with enflamed breath Ho those, which whilome wont with pallid 
Into the Gothicke coldc hot rage instil'd. checkes 

Then gan that Nation, th* earths new Giant The Romano triumphs gloric to behold, [vaine, 
brood, Now on these ashic tombes show boldnesse 

To dart abroad the thunder bolts of ivarre. And, conquer’d, dare the Conquerour disy 

And, beating downe these iiAiUs with furious dainu. 

mood XV 

Into her mothers bosome, all did marre ; Ye fallid spirits, and ye ashie ghoasts, 

Toth’ end that none, aH were it Jove his |ire. Which, joying in the brightnes of your dav, 
Should boast himselfe of the Romaue Empire, Brought foorth those signes of your piesump- 
XII tuous boasts 

Like as whilome the children of the earth 
Ileapt hils on hila to scale the atarrie skie, 

And fight againat th|fGoda of heatftnlv berth, *^‘***^* 

WhUeJ JovI at th^liU thunderbolta'lct lUe, , 

All suddenly with lightmng overthrowne, P““ y®'" mounung) 


So did that haughffi front, which heaped was y®“' 

On these seven Romane hils, it selfe upreare nanus, • . , , a i 

Over the world, and lift herloftie face howto become nought da but heaped aaiidaf 

Against the heaven, 4hat gan her force totfcaic. xvi 

But uow these scorned ficida bemone her m,, ^ ti.e wrathfuU Sea from fane 

A jV. I 1.V r a 1# n great inountaine heap’t with hideous 

And Gods secure feare not her force at all. iiovsi* 

XIII Eftsoones of thousand billowes shouldred narre 

Nor the swift furie ef (he flames aspiring, Against a Rocke to breakc with dreadful! 
Nor tlic deep wounds of victours raging blade, : 

Norruthlesse spoylc of souldiers blood-desiring, Eikcfc ye see fell Rorcas with sharpe blast 
The which so oft tliee, (Rome) their conquest lossing huge tempchts through the troubled 
Ne stroke ou stroke of fortune variable, [made; .... 

Ne rust of age hating continuance, Eltsoones having his wide wings s^ient in wast, 

Nor wrath of Gods, nor Bjiight of men un.stablc, To stop liis weanc cariere suddenly : 
Northouoppos’d against thine ownepuissance; -^nd as ye see hiige^lumcs spred diverslie, 
Nor til’ horrible uprorc of windes liigli blomng, Gathered in one up to the heavens to spyre, 
Nor swelling streames of that God siiakic- Kftsooiies consum’d to fall downe feebily, 
paced, • Aiihilom did this Monarchic uspyre, 

Which hatli so often with his overflowing As waves, as wiiide, as hre, sjired over all, 
Thee drenched, have thy pride so much abaced, by latall doorac adowne did full, 

lint that tliis notliing, which thev have « 

* [reft.^ , ^ 

MakLS the world wonde*- what they from thee „ Jo/®** Kr®at Bird did make his flight, 

Bearing the lire with which heaven doth us Iray, 

. , _ r A Heaven had not feare of that presumptuous 

As men m Summer fearlcs ]iasse the foord might, 

Which is i* Winter lord of all the plame, With iiliieh the Giaunts did the Gods assay; 
And with his lumbhng streaines doth beare But all so sooiie as scortching Runne had brrat 
TK j 1 1 I '’‘““^V'Hih wings which wont the earth to overspredd, 

The ploughmans hope and shepheards labour The earth out of her roossie wombe forth sent 
^d 08 the cow^ard beasts use to despise That anti<iue horror, whidi m ad e heaven 
The noble Lion after his lives end, [hardioe adrediL 
getting their tet^th, and with voihe fool- Then was the Germane Raven in 
Daring the foe that cannot him defend : [That Rumane ^ic scene to oleaveMunder, 
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And towards heaven freshly to arise 
Out of these mouiitaines, now consum'd to 
ponder; [lightning, 

In which the foule, that serves to beam the 
Is now no more seen flying, nor alighting. 


XVIII 


These heapes of stones, these old wals, which 
ye see, . 

Wens tirst enclosures but of salvage so}de ; 
And these brave Pallaces, which maystred bee 


Her power, dispcist through all the world 
did vade ; [fade. 

To shew that all in tli’ end to nought sludl 

XXI 

The same, which Pyrrhus and the piiissaunce 
Of Afrike couli^not tame, that same brave Citic, 
Which, with stout courage arm'd against mis- 
chaunce, 

Sustein’d the shocke of common eiimitie ; 

. . ^ ISImg as her ship, tost with so manic freakes. 

Of time, were shepheards cottages Homcwhile. 'ITad all the world in ariues against her bent. 
Then tooke the slieplieanls Kmgly ornaments,. Was never scene, that anie fortunes wreakes 
And the stout hynde arm’d his right hand ivith Could breake her course begun with brave 
Steele : | intent. 

Kftsoones their rule of yearely Presidents , 15 ut, wht* the object (A^^^ertue failed, 
Orew great, and sixe months greater a great Her power it selfe against it selfe did aruie; 

deele; tAs he that having long in tempest sailed, 

Which, made per|H!tuall, rose to sg great might. Fainc would arive, but cannot for the storme. 
That thence th’ Impcriall Kagle rooting tooke, 1 If too great w inde against the port him drive. 
Till th’ hea\en it selfe, opp<ising g^un^t lierj Doth in the port it sellclus vessell rive. 

Her power to reicnuuccciisor betooke; [iiiight. 

Who, sheplieardlike, (at fates the same 
foreseeing) 


XXII 


. When that brave honour of the Latine name, 
Doth shew that all things turue to their first j Which lucar'd her rule with Africa, and Byze, 
being. j With Thames inhabilaiWs of noble fame, 

.XIX 9 ; And they which see the danning day arize ; 

All that is perfect, which th’ heaven beautofies; ' Her nourslings did with iiuitinous iiprore 
All that’s iin]K'rfeot. borne Isdowe the M<»oiic ;jl*arteii agaimt her selfe her eonquer d spoilc, 
All that doth feede our spirits and our eies, ‘ .i-" i..wi *•_ _ii 1.1 


And all that doth consume our pleasures sounc : 


Which she 
afore, 


had nonne from all the world 


All the mishap the >\hich our daies oulweares. Of all the world M as spool’d M'ithin a M'hilc : 
All the good hap of th’ oldest times afote, ,So, M'heii the compast course of the universe 
Home, ‘n the time of her great aiicesters, 'In sixe and thirtie thousand yeares is ronne, 


Like a Pandora, lucked long iu store. 

But d&stiiiie this huge Cliaos tuniioyling, 

I II which all g«iod and cvill M'as enclosed. 
Their heavenly vertues from these Moes as- 
aoyling, • 

(’aried to heaven, from siiifull bondage losed ; 
But their great sinnc.s, the causers of their 
paine, * 

Under these antique ruincs let remaiiie. 


The bauds of th’ elements shall backe reverse 
Ti) their lirst discord, and be quite undoiuic : 
The seerle.s, of nhich all things at flrst were 
breil, 

{Shall in great Chaos M-ombe agaiiie be hid. 

XXIII ^ 

O! waiic wisedorne of the man, that would 
That Carthage towres from spoile should be 
forbernc, 

To lir end that his victorious people should 
With cuiieriug laisure not be ovenvome: 
lie M'ell foresaw hoM that the Koimine courage^ 
Impatient of pleasures faint desires. 


No ntheni'i«o than rn\ iiie chmd, flrst fed 
With t'arthly va|)uurs guiliered iu the ayre, 

Kftsoones in compas arch't, to sleepe his lied, 

Doth [ilonge himselfl* in Tethys busomc faire ; ['riiruugh idlenes would tunic to civill rage, 
And, niountingupaguiiicfrom wheiieehecame. Ami lie her selfe the matter of her j^res; 

Witli his great bcllie spreds the dinuncd\v<irld.,F^»’« ^ people given all to ease, 

Till at the last, dissolving his moist frame, j .Viiibitioii is eiigeiidred easily ; 

In raine, or snowe, or hailc, he forth is horld; |.Vs, in a vicious bodie, groAe disease 
This Citie, which was flrst but shepheacils shade,. Suoiie groM-os through humours superfluitic. 
Uprising by degrees, grewe to such height, Tliat came to passe, when, awolue with 
That Queeiie of Iona and sea her selfe shej plenties pride, 

l^or prince, nor peere, nor kin, they W011I4 

abide. 

ViMk 


At lost, not idilc to beige so great weight* 
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XXIV 

If the blinde furie, which warres brecdoth oft, 
Wonts not t’ enrage the hearts of cquall beasts, 
Whether they fare on foote, or Hie aloft, 

Or armed be with clawes, or scalie creasts, 
What fell Erynnis, with hot burning tongs, 
Did grype your hearts with iioysome rage 
imbew’d, 

That, each to other working cruell -wnrongs, 
Your blades in your ownc bowels you en^ 
brew’d ? 

Was this (ye Romanes)) your hard destinie, 
Or some old sinne, whose unappeased guilt 
Powr’d vengeance forth on j'ou eternallie ? 

Or brothers blood, the which at first was spilt 
Upon your wallsfihe^Ood might ndt endure 
Upon the same to set foundation sure ? 

XXV 

0 that 1 had the Thracian Poets harpe, 

For to awake out of tli’ inferiiall shade 
Those antique CicsatQ, sleeping long in darke, 
The which this auncient Citie whilome made ! 
Or that I had Ainphions instrument. 

To quicken, with his vitall notes accord, 

The Btonie joynts of t^ese old walls now i%nt. 
By whicli th* Ausoiiian light might be restor’d ! 
Or that at least I could, with pencill fine, , 
Fashion tlie pourtraicts of these Palacis, 

By pateme of great Yirgils spirit divine ! 

1 M'ould assay with t|^t which in me is, 

Ti) builde, with levell of my loftie stylo, 
That which no hands can evermore compyle. 

XXVI 

Who list the Romane greatnes forth to figure. 
Him needeth not to seeke for usage right j 
Of line, or lead, or rule, or squaire, to measure 
Her It'iigth, her breadth, her deepiies, or hcr| 
hight ; 

But him behoove^to vcw in compasse round 
All that the Ocean graspes in his lung artnes; 
Be it wJiere tJie 3’erely slarre doth scortch the 
gi’uiind, 

Orwherecolde Boreas bloweshis hitter storines. 
Rome was th’ vrhule world, and al the workl 
was Rome ; 

And if things nam’d their names doo equalize, 
When laud and sea vc name, then name ye 
Ronv; * 

And, naming Rome, ye land and sea comprize : 
For th* auncient Plot of Rome, displayed 
plaine. 

The map of aU the wide world doth containc. 

^XVII 

niou that at Rome astonisht do; t behold 1 
the antiqtic pride which menaced the skie, 


These haughtic heapes, these palaces of olde. 
These wals, lliese arcks, these baths, these 
I temples hie ; 

Judge, by these ample niiues A'ew, the rest 
The which injurious time hath quite outwome. 
Since of all workmen helde in reckning best ; 
Yet these olde fragments arc for patemes borne . | 
Then also mnrkc how Jtomc, from day to day, 
Repaycing her decayed fashion, 

Renewes herselfe with buildings rich and gay ; 
Thutonew’ould judge, that the Romuine Damon 
Doth yet himselfe with fatall hand enforce, 
Againc on foote to rcare her pouldred 
corse. 

XXVIII 

lie that hath seenc a great Oke dric and dead, 
Vet clad w'lth reliques of some Tropliees olde, 
Lifting to heaven lier aged hoaric head, 

Whose foote rn ground hath left but feeble 
holde, 

Rut halfc dishowel'd lies above the ground, 
Shewing her wreathed n/Otes, and naked 
arnies. 

And on her truiilfe, all rotten and unsounil, 
Onely supports herselfe for mcatc of wonnes ; 
And, though she owe her fall to the first 
Yet of the deiwut peojde is ador’d, [ wiiidc. 
And manic yong plants spring out of hei 
mule : 

Who such an Oke hath seene, let him rcconl 
Tliat Mich this Cities boiioiir was of yore, 
And moiigst all Cities tlorished much mure. 

• 

XXIX 

AU that which Aegypt irhilome did devise. 
All that which Greece tlieir tf'mples to ein- 
brave 

After th’ louieke, Atticke, Doricke guise ; 

Or Corinth skil cl in curious workes to grave; 
All that Lysippus pracliko arte could forint, 
Apcll^ wit, or J^liidias Ins skill. 

Was wont this auiii'ient Citie to ailorne, | (ill. 
And the beaicn it selfe witii luTuide wonders 
All that which Athens e\tr brought forth wise; 

that which Atiike e\er i*rought forth 
All that which Asicever had ol pn^e, [strange ; 
Was here to see. () nierveloiis great change! 
Rome, living, was the worlds sole oniainent, 
And, dead, is now the worlds sole moniiueut. 

XXX 

Like as the seeded field greene grasse first 

[spring, 

Then from greene grasse into a stalke doth 
* stnlkc inu) an eare forth-gruwes, 
Which eare the frutefull graiue doth shortly 
.bring ; 

And as in season due the husband mowas 
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The waving lockes of those fairo veallowi Hope yc, that ever immurtalitie 

hcares, [ rowes,' So meane Harpes workc may chalenge for hei 

Which, bound in sheaves, and lavd in comely | meed ? 

Upon the naked fields in stackeslie roares : If under heaven anie endurance were, 

So grew the Komane Empire by degree, These moniments, which not in paper writ. 
Till that barbarian hands it rpiite did spill, j But in Porphyre and Marble doo appeare, 

And left of it but these olde markes to see, ■ Might well Have hop’d to have obtained it. 

Of which all passers by doo somewhat pill : : Nath’les my Lute, whom Phoebus dcignd to 

As they which gleanc, the reliquc# u^jo to j give, 

gather, ^ [scater^Cease not to sound these olde antiquities ; 

Which th’ husbandman behind him cnanstto For if that time doo let thy glorie live, 

Well maist thou boast, how ever base thou 
XXXI bee, 

That same is now nought but a ckampian That thou art first, which of thy Nation song 
wide, Th’ olde honour of the pcoplc’goAvned long. 

Where all this worlds pride once was situate. • 

No blame to thee, whosoever dost abide V Envoy. 

By Nylc, or Gange. or Tygre, or Euphrate ; Jlellav, first garland of free Poesie 
No Afrike thereof guiltie is, ru* Spnine, That'France brought forth, though friiitfull of 

Nor the bolde people by the Fhamis brincks, brave wits. 

Nor the brave warlicke' brood of Alemaine, ^Vell wortbie tbou of imraortalitie, 

Nor the home Sfiuldier which Rhine running, That long hast traveld^iy thy learned writs, 
drinks : ^ , Qide Rome out of her ashes to revive, 

Thou onely cause, O Civill furie ! art, [spight,' And give a second life to dead decayes ! 
Which, sowing in th’ Acmathian lidds thyijfeedes must he all emrnitie ‘survive. 

Didst armo thy hand against thy proper hart;, That can to other giv" etemall daves : 

To th’ end that when thou frost in greatest Thy dayes therefore are endles, and thy 
bight, ^ pfavse 

To groatnesgrowne, through long prospoi It ie, Excelling *all that ever went before. 

Thou then adownc might’st fall more hor- And, after thee, gins Hartas hie to rayse 
rtblic. ' liis heavenly Muse, tW Almightie to' adore. 

xxxii j Live, Imppie spirits, th’ honour of your 

Hope ye, my verses, that posteritie * ' name. 

Of age eusuing sliall you ever read ? < And fill the world n ith never dying fame ! 


, MUIOPOTMOS, 

OR THE 

FATE OF THE BUTTERFLIE. 

RV ED. SP. 

Dr.niC'ATF.D TO THE MOS^' FAIRK AX1> VERTUOUS I.ADir, 

THE LADIE CAREY. 

TO THE RlQllT WORTHY AND V^ERTUOUS LADIE, 

THE LA ; CAREY. • 

Most brave and bountifull : for so excel- ! absolutely vowed to your services : which in 
lent favours as J have received at your sweet I all right is ever held for full recompcnce of 
iiandes, to oiler these fewe leaves, os in re- | debt or dainogo, to have the person yeelded. 
compeiice, should be as to ofiox flowers to the ' My person I wot wel bow little worth it is. 
Gods tbr their divine benefites. Therefore I But the faithfull niinde and humble zeale 
have determined to give my selfe wholy to which 1 beare unto your La: may perhaps he 
you, 08 quite abandoned firom my selfe, and more of price, as may please you to account 
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and use the poore service thereof; ivhieh 
taketh f'lory to advance your excellent partes 
and noble vertiies, and to spend it selfc in 
honouring you ; not so much for your gi-eat 
bounty to luy ^clf, which yet may not be un- 
minded; nor for name or kindreds sake by 
you vouchsafed, being also rcgnrdable; as 
For that honourable name, Avhicli yee have 
by 3'our brave deserts purchast to your self, 
and spred in the mouths of al nicn: with 


[l« 1-78. 

which I have also presumed to grace my 
verses, and under your name to commend to 
I the world this small Podnie, the which be- 
I seeching your La : to take in worth, and of 
all things therein acconling to your wonted 
graeiousnes to uiake a milde construction, I 
I humbly pray for your happiues. I 

Your La : ever humbly ; 

• i:. S. 


MUIOPOTMOS : OR THE FATE OF THE BUTTERFLIE. 


I STXG of deadly dolorous debate, 
iStir'd up through wm^lifyll Nemesis d^pight, ^ That from this lower tract he dared to Stic 
Betwixt two mighti???ries of great estate, Up to tlic clowdes, and 1 hence with pineons 
Draume into armes, and proofc of mortall tight, To mount aloft unto the Cristall skio, [light 
Through prowd ambition and hart-swelling To view the w'orkmanship of heavens hight : 

hate, Whence, dowu^csccnding, he along would flic 

Whilest neither could the others greater might Upon the streaming rivers, sport to fiiide ; 
Andsdeignfull scorne^ndurc; that from small And oft would dare to tempt the troublous 
jarre winde. 

Their Avraths at length broke into open Ai'nrre. • 

I So on a Summers dav, when season milde 
The roote Avhereof and tragicall effect, [njrne! With gentle calme the world had quieted, 
Voiich‘'afe, O thou th“ mournfulst Wuse*of|And high in heaven Hyperions fierie childc 
That wontst the tragick stage for to direct, | Ascending did ifis beames abroad dispr^, 

In funerall complaints and A\aylfull tyne, « Whiles all the heavens on lower creatures 

BcA-eale to me, and all the meanes detect, ^ j sinilde. 

Through Avhicli sad Clarion did at last decline Yong Clarion, Avith vauntfull lustic-hcad, 

To loAvest AvretchediieS4 And is there then After his guize did cast abroad to fare : 

Such rancour in the harts of miglitie men ? , And theretoo gan his furnitures prepare. 


' For he so SAvift and nimble Avas of flight, 


Of all the race of sih’er-Avinged Flies 
Which doo pos-sesse the Empire of the aire. 
Betwixt the centred earth and azure skies. 
Was none more favourable, nor more faire. 
Whilst heaven did favour his felicities, 

Then Clarion, the eldest sonne and haire 
Of Muscaroll ; and in hi,^ fathers sight 
Of all aliA'e did sceiic the fairest Avight. 

With fruitfull hope his aged bre.ast he fed 
Of future good, AA’hich his yong toAvard yearcs, 
Full of brave courage and’bold hardyhed, 
Above th’ ensample of his cquall peares, 

Did largely promise, and to him fore-red, 

( Whilst oft hLs heart did melt in tender tcares) 
That he in time would sure proA'e such an one, 
As should bc^Avorthie of his fathers thaone. 

The fresh yong flie, in Avhom the kindly lire 
Of lustfull yongth began to kindle fast. 

Did much disdaine to subject his desire 
To loathsome sloth, or hourcs in ease to wast, 
But Joy’d to range abroad in fresh attire, 
Through the wide compas of the ayrie coast; 
/Vnd, with unwearied Avings, each part t’ inquire 
Of the Avide rule of his renovrmed sire. 


His breast plate firs t, that Avas of substance pure, 
Before his noble heart he lirmcly bound, 

That mought his life from yrou death assure, 
And ward his genllo corpes from cruell wound; 
For it by arte Avas franked to endure 
The bit of balclull steele and bitter stOAA'iid, 
Nolesse than that which V ulcaiie made to sheild 
Achillef life from fate of 'I'royan field. 

And then about his shoulders broad he threw 
An Imirie liidc of some wildc beast, whom hee 
In^alvage forrest by adventure sIcav, 

And reft the SfKiyle his ornament to be^ ; 
Which, spredding all his buckc, with dread- 
full vicAv 

Made all that him so horrible did .see 
Thinke him Alcidcs Avitli the Lyons skin, 
When tlic Nasinean Conquest lie did win. 

Upon his head his glistering Burganet, 

Tne which Avas Avroiight by Avondorous device 
And curiously engraven, he did set : 

The metall was of rare and passing price ; 

Not Bilbo Steele, nor brasse from Corinth fet, 
Nor costly Oiicalche from strange Phoenic^ 
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But Buch as could both Phoebus arrowes 
ivard, 

And th' huyling darts of heaven beating hard. 

Therein two deadly weapons iixt he bore, 
Strongly uutlauiiccd towards cither side, 

]/ike two sharfic speares his enemies to gore: 
Bike us a warlike Jirigandine, applyde 
To light, laj’es forth lier threatfiill iukos afoic 
The engines which in them sad death do(^ 
iiyde : 

So did this Hie oiithtretch his fearefnll homes, 
Yet so as him their terrour more adonies. 

lastly his shinie wings as siher bright, 
Painted w'ith thousand colours, fiasMiig farre 
All Painters skill, he did about him dight : 
Not lialfc so maiiie suudiic colours arre 
In Ins bowe; ne heaven dothishnie so bright. 
Distinguished with manic a twineklnig starre; 
Nor Juuoes Bird in her cy-spotted trainc 
So many goodlyscolours doth contuine. 


Whereof the Goddesse gathering jealous 
feare, 

Not yet unmindfull how not long agne 
Her sonne to Psyche secrete love dm bcare. 
And long it close eoiiceard, till niickle i\oc 
Thereof aros^, and manic a rulull tcare, 

Reason with sudden rage did overgoe ; 

And, giving hastie credit to th’ accuser, 

Was led aivay of them that did abuse her. 

Eftsoones that Damzell, by her heavenly 
might. 

She turn'd into a winged Butterilic, 

In the wide aire to make her wandring ilight; 
And alj^ those ilowrej^^wit^ which so plenteous- 

Hcr lap she filled had, that bred her sjught, 
She ])laceil lu lier wings, for inemorie 
Of her pretended crime, though crime none 
were : 

Since which that ilic t^cm in her wings doth 
bcare. 


Ne (may it be withouten perill sfxikcn V) 

The Archer God, the sonne of Ci theree, 

That joyts on wretched lovc»*s to be wroken. 
Anil I'leapcd siioyles of bleeding harts to sec, 
Beares in his wings so maniu a chaugefull 
token. * 

Ah, my liege Lord ! forgive it unto inec. 

If ought against thine honour 1 have toldc ; 
Yet sure those wings were lairer mauifolde. 

Pull many a Ladie faire. in Court fuA oft | 
B holding them, him secretly envide, 

And w'isht that tiro such laiiiics, so silken soft 
And golden faire, her Love would her provide; 
Or that, w'heii them the gorgeous Plic had doft. 
Some one, that w'ould^vilh grace bo gratitide, 
Prom him would stcnle them privily away, 
And bring to her so precious a pray. 

Report is, that dame Venus, on a day* 

In spring, w'hen Howres doo clothe the fruitful 
ground. 

Walking abroad wdth all her Nymphes tAp^iy, 
Bad her faire damzels, tlockiiig her arownd. 
To gather How'res her forhead to array : 
Emoiigst the rest a gentle Nymph was found, 
Ilight Astcry, excelling all the crewc 
lu curicous usage and unstained hewe ; 


Thus the fresh Clarion, being readie digbt. 
Unto hi-, journey did Imnsellc addressc, 

AUd with good speed fiegan to take bis flight. 
Over the tields, m bis Iranke lustiuossc, 

And all the champaiii o’re he soared light; 
And all the cuuntrey wide he did ])osscssc. 
Feeding upon their pleasures bounloouslie, 
'I’liat none gainsaid, iigi* nouc did him eiivie. 

The woods, the rivers, and tlie medow'us 
green. 

With Ills aire-cutliug w ings he measured w idc, 
Ne did he leave the inoiiiituiiies hare unsceiic. 
Nor tlie raiike grassie fciiiics delights untride. 
But none of these, how ever sweete they heciie. 
Mote please his fancie, nor him cause t’ abide: 
llis clioiccfidl sense with every change dotli 
lilt: ^ 

No common things may please a w'uvcring wit. 

To tlie gay gardins his unstuid desire 
Him wholly caried, to refresh his sprights : 
ITiere lavish Nature, in her best attire, 

Powres forth sweete odors and alluring sights ; 
And Arte, with her contending, doth aspire 
T’ excell the naturall with made dehglits; 
And al^ that faire or pleasant may ho found, 
In riotous cxcessc doth tliere ab9^d. 


Who, becing nimbler joynted than the rest, j 
And more industrious, gathered more store i 
Of the fields honour thou the others best; 
Which they in secret harts envying sore, 
Tolde Venus, when her as the w'orthicst 
She praisd’, that Cupide (as they heard before) 
Did lend her secret aide, in gathering 
Into her lap tlie children of the spring; 


There he arriving round about doth Hie, 
From bed to bed, from one to other border. 
And takes survey, with curious busie eye. 

Of every fiowre and lierbc there set in order : 
Now tins, now that, he lasteth tenderly. 

Yet none of tliem he rudely doth disorder, 

Ne with his feete their silken Icave.s deface, 
But pastures on Uie pleasures of each place. 
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And evermore, witli mot.t varictie 
And change of sweetnesse, (for all change is 
swcetc) 

He costs his gluftoii sense to sotistic, 

Now sucking of tlie sap of herbe most mccte, 
Or of the denw wliich yet on thcgi docs lie, 
Now in the same bathing his tender feote; 
And then he pearchcih on some braunch 
thereby, 

To Avcatlier him, and his moyst wings to dry. 

And then againe he tnnieih to his play, 

To spoylc the ]ilcaMires of that Taradisc ; 

The wholesoinc Saulgc, and Lavender still 
firay, ^ [eyes, 

Ilankc-sinelling IlueTTrnd Cummin good for 
The Roses ruigning in the pride of May, 
Sharpe Isopc, good for greene w'ounds remedies, 
Tnire Mnrigoldes, and Rees-alluring Thiine 
Sweet Maijoram, and Day sics decking prime : 

Coole Violets, and Online growing still, 
J'^mbatlied Baltne, and chearfull (Talingalc, 
I'rcsh Costmanc, and breatlifull Camoniill, 
Dull Poppie, and drink-puickning Scfualc, 
Veyne-hcaling A’^erven, and bed-purging Difl, 
Sound Savoric, and Raidl hartie-halc, 

Pat Colworts, and comforting Pcrseline, 

Colde Lettuce, and refreshing Rosmarinc. 

And whatso else of vertue good or ill 
Grewe in this Gardin, fctcht from farre awa3% 
Of everie one he takes, and tastes at wiU, 

And on their pleasures greetlily dotli iiray. 
Then, wlien he hath both Tilaid and fed his 
till, 

Tn the warme Runne he doth himsojfe emba}*, 
Anil there him rests in riotous sulllsaunce 
Of all his gladfulncs. and kingly jo^'aunec. 

AVhat more fclicitici^an fall to creature 
Then to enjoy delif^.t with libertie, 

And to be Lord of all the workes of Nature, 

To raiiic in th’ aire from th' earth to highest 
skie, [lure. 

To feed on flowres and weeds of glorious fea- 
To take what ever thing doth please the eie? 
AVlio rests not pleased with such happincs. 
Well worthy he to taste of wretchednes. 

Rut what on %arth can long abide in state, 

Or who can him assure of happie day, 

Rith morning faire may bring fuwle evening 
late, 

And least ini.shap the most blissc alter may ? 
For thousand perills lie in close awaite 
About us daylic, to wnrke our d'^cav ; 

That none, except a Qod, or God him guid^ 
Ma^' tliem avo^’de, or remedie provide. 


And whatso licavcns in tlieir secret doome 
Ordained have, how can fraile fleshlj’ wight 
Forecast, but it must needs to issue come ? 
The sea, the aire, the fire, the day, the iiiglit, 
And th’ armies of their creatures all and some 
Do serve to them, and witli importune mighty 
Warre against u", tlie vassals of their Avill. 
Who th^n cun save what the}' dispose to spill? 

rNot thou, O Clarion ! though fairest thou 
Of all thy kindo, unluvppie, happie Flic, 

Whose crucll fate is woven even now 
Of doves ownc hand, to worke thy miseries 
Ne may thee help the manie liartic vow, 
Which* thy old Sire with sacred pietie 
Hath pnwred forth for thee, and th’ altars 
spreiit : 

Nought may thee save from heavens avengfe- 
meuL 

It fortuned (as heavens had bchight) 

That in this gardin, Avhere y»ng Clarion 
Was wont to solace him, a wicked wight, 

The foe of faire thihgs, th’ author of confusion, 
The shame of Nature, the bondslave of spight. 
Had lately built liis batcfull mansion ; 

And, lurking cl(^,cly, in awayte now la}*, 

|Uow he might anic in his trap betray. 

But when he spide the joyous Buttcrflic 
In this faire ))lot dispaciug too and fro, 
Fearelcs of foes and liiddcii jeopardie, 

Lord ! h^w he gan for to bcstirre him tlio, 

And to Ins 'wicked w'orkc each part applic. 
llis heart did earn" ogainst his liated foe, 

And bowels so -with ranckliiig poyson swclde, 
That sciirce the skui the strong contagion 
helde. 

The cause why he this jj'lic so maliccd 
Was (us in stories it is wrillcn found) 

For that liis mother, which him bore and 
bred, 

The most line-fingred workwoman on ground, 
Aracliiic, by his means was vampiislied 
Of Dallas, and in her owne skill confound, 
When she with her for excellence contended, 
That wrought her shame, and sorrow never 
ended. 

For the Tritonian goddesse, having hard 
Her blazed fame which all the world had fil’d. 
Came downe to prove the truth, and due 
reward 

For her prais-worthie workmanship to yeild ; 
But the presumptuous Dainzell rashly dar'd 
The Goddesse selfe to chalenge to the field, 
And to compare with her in curious akill 
Of workes with loome, with needle, and with 

quill. 
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Minerva did the chalenge not refuse, 

Hut deif^’d with her the paragon to make : 
So to their worke they sit, and each doth 
chuse 

What storie she will for her tapet take. 
Arachne figur’d how Jove did abuse 
Europa like a Hull, and on his backc 


Her through the sea did beare 
scene, 

That it true Sea, and true Bull, ye 


(wliv'ely 

(^veene. 

would! 


The signe by which he chalengeth the place ; 
That all the Gods, which saw his wondrous 
Did surely deemc the victorie his due: [might, 
But seldome seeiie, forcjudgnieut proveth true. 

Then to her selfc she gives lier Acgidc shield, 
And stcclhed 9peare, and morion on lier hedd, 
Siicli as she oft is scene in warlickc field : 

Then sets she forth, how with her weapon 
• dredd [ did yield 

I She smote the ground, tlie which streight fourth 
She seem’d still backc unto the land to looke, ^ fruitful! Olyve tree, with berries spredd. 
And her play-fcllowcs aide to call, and fcare all the Gods admir’d : then, all the storie 

The dashing of the waves, that up she tookc :She compast with a wreathe of Olyves lioarie. 

HeMU.ntirf<.elo leavc»*,hy aade a Butterflie, 

But (Ijord.) how shi in clone ™emhei ^ 

Fluttnng among the Olives wantonly, 


shot ike. 

When as the land she saw no more appeare. 
But a ivilde wildemes of water? deepe : 

Then gan she greatly to lament and wcepc. 

Before the Bull sife pictur’d winged Love, 
With his yong brother Spori, light fluttering 
Upon the waves, as each had been a Dove ; 
The one his bowe and sbaBs, the other 
Spring 

A bumiug Teade about his luiSd did move, 

As in their Syres new love both triumphing: 
And iiianie 'Nymphes about tliem flocking 
round, [sound. 

And manic Tritons which their homes did 

And round about her workc she did empale 
With a faire border ivrought of sundrie 
flowres, 

Enw’oven with an Tvie-winding trayle: 

A goodly workc, full lit for kingly liowres-; 
.Such as’Dame I’nllas, such as Kinie pale, 
That al gocnl things 9vilh venemous looth 
devowres, 1 bright 

Gould not accuse. Then gan the GoddesrtM* 
Jler belfe likewise nuto her woike to dight. 


That seem’d to live, so like it was in sight: 
The velvet nap wliich on his wings doth lie, 
The silken downc with which his backe is 
dight, • 

Ilis broad outstretched homes, his hayriethies, 
His glorious colours, and hi^ glistering eies. 

WMch when Arachne giw, as overlaid 
And mastered with ivorkmanship so rare, 

She stood astoniod long, ne ought gainesaid ; 
f\.nd with fast fixed eves on her did stare, 

And by her silence, signc of one dismaid, 

Tlie victorie did yecld her as her share : 

Yet did she inly li'ct nift felly burne, 

And nil her blood to ])oysouous rancor tume t 

That shortly from the shape of womanhed, 
Sucli as slic was when Pallas she attempted, 
Slie grew to hideous shaiie of dryrihed, 
l*ined with griefc of folly late repented : 
EftMoone.s her white streight legs wore altered 
To crooked crawling shankes, of uiarrowc 
empted ; 

And her faire face to fou Ic aid loathsome hewe, 
And her fine cur[»es to a bag of vcniui grewc. 


Slic made the storie of (lie olde debate 
Which she with Neplniie did for Athens 4rie: 
Twelve Gods doo sit around in royal! statc,^ 
And Jove in midst with awfull Majestic, 

To judge the strife lietwuene tuera stirreil 
late : 

Each o** the Gods, by his like visnomic 
Eathc to be knowen ; but Jove above them 
all, 

By Ills great lookes and power Imperiall. 

Before them stands the God of Seas in place, 
(Taymiiig that sea-coast Citie ns his right. 
And strikes the roekes with his three-forked 
mace; 

Whenceforth issues a warlike steed in sight, I 


This cursed creature, mindfull of that oldc 
Enfested grudge, the which his mother felt, 

So soune as Clarion he did beholde, 

Ilis heart with vengefull malice inly swelt ; 
And wealing straight a net with manic a fold 
About the cave in which he lurking dwelt, 
With fiite small cords about it sti^tcbed wide, 
So finely sponue that scarce they could be 
spide. 

Not anle damzell, which her vaunteth most 
In skilfull knitting of soft, silken twyne, 

Nor r.nie weaver, which his worke doth boost 
In dieper, in damaskc, or in lyne, 

Nor anie skil'd in workmanship embost, 

Nor aaie dul’d in loupes of fingring 
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Mijght in thoir divers cunning ever dare , Full closely creeping by the hinder sid^ 

With this so curious networke b) compare. \ Lyes in ambushment of his hoped pray, 

„ , , . . I Ne stirretli liuibe; tiU, seeing readie tide, 

Ne doo I thmkc, that that same subtil gin, • He nislieth lorth, and snatcheth quite away 
The which the Lemiiian God framdc craftily, One of the litle yonglings unawares : 

Mars sleeping with his wife to coiiqiassc in, So to his worke Aragnoll him prepares. 
That all the Giwls M'lth commoir niockerie 

Might laugh at them, and scorne their shame- A\'ho now shall give unto my lieavic eyes 
full sin, A wclf of tcarcs, that all may overflow ? 

Was like to this. This same he did applie r ] Or where shall 1 fiiide lamentable cr\"es, 


For to entrap the carelca Clarion, 

That rang'd each where without suspitiun. 

Suspition of friend, nor fcarc of foe 
Tliat hazarded liis jical tji, had he at ^1, 

But Avalkt at Avill, aJ^Avandred too and fro, 
In tlie pride of his freedoine princi]iall : 
Little Avist he his fat all future woe, 

But was secure ; the liker he to fall. 

He likcst is to fall into mischauiice, 

That is rcgardlcs of ^is gOA'cmaunce. 

Tet still Aragnoll (so his foe was liight) 
Lay lurking coA'crtly him to surprise ; 

And all his gins, that him entangle might, 
Drest in good order as*hc could dei'isc. ^ 


A wclf of tcarcs, that all may overfloAV ? 
j Or where shall 1 fiiide lamentable cryes, 


And mounifull tunes enough my griefe to 
show ? 

Helpe, 0 thou Tragick Muse ! me to devise 
Notes sad enough t’ cxpi-esse this bitter throw: 
I For loe ! the drerie stoAviid is iioav arrived, 
j That of all happmes hath us dcpriA'ed. 

I The luckles Clarion, whether cruell Fate 
j Or Avicked Frttuiie faultles him misled, 

I Or some ungracious blast, out of the gate 
! Of Aeoles raiiic, perforce him drove on lied 
j Was (0 sad haj), and hoAvr^ unfortunate !) * 
j With violent SAvjjft fliglit forth cariod 
j Into the cursed cobweb, a\ Inch his foe 
Had framed for his liiiall overthroe. 


^^^lo, seeing him, aviA .‘.ecret joy tliercfore 
Did tickle inAvardly in OA'crie Vamc; 


ijimsciie ne line, and wrapt his Avingi's twainc 
In lymic snares the subtill loupes among; 

That in tlie ende lie brcathlessc did romainc. 


wia iicKie inwaruiy in evorie yaiiic; And, all his yongtblv forces idlv spent. 

***Bto?e**^ "’“'h all treasons Him to the mercy of th’ aA-cnger lent. 

Was fil’d w’ith hope his purpose to obtaine : JY*«cli when the greislv tyrant did espic, 
Ilimselfe he close upgiithercd more and more ' a grimme Lyon rushing with fierce might 
Into his den, that his deceitfull traine I <1®"* h® seized greedclic 

l|y hi-s there being might not be bewraid, t^® resisCes ]iray V and, with fell spiglil, 

Nc anic noysc, ne anic motion made. IJnder the left Aviiig stroke his weapon sTie 

fr -1 ® . Into his hcQ.rt, that his decpB-gmni no* snrigLt 

W M . Wily »oxc, that having a,, W. In hlrfndie atreamea funrth S3S SIS 

Where on a sunnic banke the Luiibes doo play. Ills bodie left the spectacle of care. ^ 
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OKKd«y,wUlesth.tn.yd.yliav^aaaidaIcoi«,>”"''%?4rS 

My spmt shaking oflF her earthly prison, ■ On which when as my thought was I irochlv 

Began to enter into meditation deepe ' Unto niy ca es strangifshowe^s prS.ted wero^ 

Of things exceeding reach of common reason ; l»ictunng that which I in miiide embraced. 
Such as this ^e, m which all good is geason. That yet those sights empassion me full nere 
And all that humble IS, and msane dchaccd, i Suchasthey were (faireLadie!) take in worth, 
Hath brought forth m her last declining sea- That when time serves may brine 

I better forth, ** ^ 
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In flumnieni day, when Phrpbua fairly shone, 

I saw a Hull as while as driven snowe. 

With /'ildcn homes embowed like the Moone, 
In a fresh flowring meadow lying owe : 

Up to hiH eares tiie verdant grasse did growe. 
And the gay flourcs did offer to be eaten ; 

Hut he with fatncs so did ovcrflowe, [b^ten. 
That he all wallowed in the wcedes dowtie 
Ne car’d with them hisdaintie lips to sweeten : 
'J’ill that a Hrize, a scorned little creitture. 
Through his faire hide his angric sting did 
threaten. 

And vext so sore, that all liis gootU}’^ feature 
And all his plenteous pasture nought him 
pleased : 

So by the small the great is oft diseased. 

I” • 

Beside the fruitfull shore of muddic Nile, 

Upon a sunnie bankc outstretched lay. 

In monstrous length, a might le CrociHlile, 
That, cram’ll with guiltlcs blood and greedie pray 
Of wretched people travailing* hat waj-, [pride. 
Thought all things lesse than his disdainful 
I saw a little Bird cal’d Tedula, 

The least of thousands which 00 earth abide, 
That iorst this hideous beast to open wide 
The griesly gates of his devouring hell, 

And let him feede, as Nature did jirovide, 

Upon his jawes, that with blacke yeiiiino swell. 
Why then should greatest things the least 
disdaine, • 

S:th that so small so mightic can constraiue ? 

iv 

The kingly Bird, that bearcs Joves thunder- 
clap, 

One day did scorne the fiiiiple Scaraboe. 

I’roud of his highest service, and good hap, 
That made all other Foules his thralls to bee ; 
The silly Flic, that no redresse did see, • 

Spide where the Eagle built his towring iicst. 
And, kindling fire within the hollow tree. 
Burnt up his yong ones, and himselfe distsst ; 
Ne suffred him in anie place to rest,- • 
But drove in Joves owne lap his egs to lay ; 
Where gathering also filth him to infest, 

Forst with the filth his egs to fling away : 

For rthlch when as the Foule was wroth, 
said Jove. 

‘ Lo ! how the least the greatest may reprove.’ 
V 

Toward the sea turning my troubled eye, 

I saw the fish (if fish I may it clcepe) 

ITiat makes the sea before his face to five. 
And with his fiaggie finnes doth seeme to 
Bweei>e 


The fomie wares out of the dreadfull deep, 
The huge Ijeviathan, dame Natures wonder. 
Making his sport, that manie makes to weep : 
A sw'ord-fish small him from the rest did .sunder, 
lliat, in his throat him pricking softly under. 
Ills Avide Ab^'sse him forced forth to spewe. 
That all the seaWid roare like heavens thuniler. 
And all the waves were stain'd ivitli lilthie hewc. 
Hereby I learned have not to despise 
Whatever thing seems small in common eyes. 


An hideous Dragon, dreadfull to behold. 
Whose backe was arm'd against the dint of 
spgare I ^ [golde. 

With shields of brassc th,ll :!hone like bnrnisht 
And forkhed sting that death in it did beare, 
Strove Avith a Spider his unequall pearc ; 

And bad defiance to his enemie. 

The subtill A’cnnin, creeping closely neare, 

Did 111 his drinke shed po^^on privilie ; 

Which, through his cntrailes spredding di- 
A'crsly, 

Blade him to swell, that niuh his boAvclls brust, 
Andjiiin cn forst to yeelj^the A'ictorie, 

That did so much in his oAvnc greatnessc trust. 
O ! how great vainnessc is it then to scome 
•The Aveako, that hath the biroiig so oft 
forlorne ! 

VII 

High on a hill a goodly fjedar grew'e. 

Of AVondrous length, and streiglit ])roportion, 
That fane abroad her daintie odours tlircAve ; 
Moiigst all the daughters of proud Libanon, 
Her match in bcautie AA'as not anie one. 
Shortly Avithin her inmost pith there bred 
A litlc Avicked A^'orme, perceiv’d of none, 

That on her sap and vitall moy.«sturc fed : 
Thenceforth her garland so miicli hoiiouied 
Began to die, (O great rnth^r the same !) 
v\nd her faire loekes fell from her loftie head. 
That shortly balde and bared she became. 

I, Avhich this sight beheld, Avas much dis- 
mayed 

To see so goodly thing so soonc decayed. 


Soone afyer this I saw an Elephant, 
Adorn’d A\dth bells and bosses gorjicouslie 
That on his backe did bcore (as batteilaiit) 
A gilden towrc, wliich shone exceedinglie ; 
That he himselfe through foolish A’anitie, 
Both for his rich attire and goo^y forme, 
Was puffed up Avith passing surquedric, 
And shortly gan all other beasts to scorne. 
Till that a little Ant, a silly worme, 

Into his nosthrils creeping,' so him pained, 
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That, cas tin;; downehis towros,he diddcfonnej 
Doth borrowed pride, and native beantic 
stained. [ K^orie, ' 

Let therefore noii^lit, that prcat is, therein 
Sith so small thing his happines may varic. 

Looking far foortli into the 0?can wide, 

A goodly ship with banners bravely dight. 
And flag in her top-gallant, I espidc 
Througlithcmainc scainaking her merry flight 
¥aire blew the windc into her bosome right ; 
And tir heavens looked lovely all the while, 
'J'hat she did sccine to dannee, as in delight. 
And at her oivnc fclieitic did smile. 

All sodaincly therecl^’c unto her J|felc 
A little lish,' thainMfli called Ilemora, 

Which stopt her course, and held her by the 
heele, [away. 

That winde nor tide could move her thence 
Straniige thing, me seemeth, that so small 
a thing ^ 

Should able be so great an one to wring. 

X 

A mighty Lvon, Lord of all the wood, 

HaA*ing his hunger tiroughiy satislidc • 
With pray of bccOsts and sjioyle of living blood. 
Safe in hi's dreadlcs den liim thought to hidg : 
llis stemosse was his pray<3e, his strength his 
And all his glory in his cruell clawes. [ pride, 
I saw a wasp, that fiercely him deflde. 

And bad him battaile even to his Jawes : 

Sore he him stong, that it the ' blood forth 
drawes. 

And his proude he.arl is fild with fretting ire: 
In vaine he threats his teeth, his tayle, lus 
paw'cs. 

And from his bloodic eyes doth sparkle Arc : I 


That dead himsclfc he wisheth for despight. 
So w'cakest may aiioy the most of might ! 

i XI 

i What time the Romainc Empire bore the raine 
j Of all the world and florisht most in mighL 
I The nations gan their soveraigntic disdaine, 
.And cast to quitt them from their bondage 
I • quight: 

So, when all shrouded were in silent night, 
,The (Salles were, by corrupting of a mayde, 
Possest nigh of the Capitol through slight, 

• Had not a (loose the treachery bewrayde; 

I If then a Goose great Rome from ruine stayde, 
I And Jove himselfe, the patron of the place, 

I Preserved 1‘rom being to his foes betrayde ; 
Why do vaine men mean things so much deface, 
I And in their might repose their most assur- 
ance, • 

Sith nought on earth can chalcnge long 
I endurance V ^ 

I XII 

[WTien these sad sights were overpast and gone, 
My spright was greatly moved in her rest. 
With inward ruth and deare affection, 

'I'o see so gre#t things by so small distres t 
'J'henceforth 1 gan in my engrieved brest 
To scome all difference of great and small, 
Sith that the greatest often are opprest. 

And unawares doe into daunger fall. 

I And ye, that risad these ruines tragical). 
Learn# by their losse to love the low degree ; 
And, if that fortune chaunce you up to «dl 
I To honours seat, forget not what you be : 

For he, tha* of himselfe is most secure, 
Shall flride his state most fickle and mi- 
sure. 


•THE VISIONS OF BELLAY. 


It was the time, wlicn rc.st, soft sliding downc 
J’rom heavens hight into mens heavy eyes, _ ^ 

In tlie forgetfulnes of sleepc doth drowiic On high hills top I saw a stately frame, 

The carefull thoughts of mortal! miseries ; An hundred oubits high by just assize, | same, 

'J'hcn did a Ghost before mine eyes qjipearc, With huiidrcth I'iDonrs fronting faire the 
On that great rivers banck, that ruiines by All wrought with Diamond after l)orick wize: 

Rome ; I Nor brick nor marble was the wall in view, 

Which, calling me by name, bad me to reare IRiit sliining Cliristall, Avliich from top to buse 
My lookes to Tieaveii whence all good gifts do Out of her womb a thousand rayons threw 
come, I Iiee) JOn hundred steps of Afnke golds enchase: 

And crying lowd, TjOc! now beholdc (quoth Goldc w'as the parget; and the seeling bright 
WJiat under this great temple placed is : Did shine all scaly with great plates of guide } 

Lo, all is nouglit but flying vanitee ! The floorc of Jasp and Kmcraude was dight. 

So I, that know this worlds inconstancies, O worlds vainesse ! Whiles thus I did behold. 


Sith onely God surnioiinte all times decay 
^lii God alouc, my confidence do stay. 
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An earthquake shocke the hill from lowest 
seat, 

And overthrew this frame with ruine great. 

HI 

Then did a sharped spyre of Diamond bright. 
Ten fecte each way in square appeare to mee, 
Justly proportion'^ up untiO his hight, 

So far as Archer might liis level sec : • 

The top tlicrcof a pot did seeme to bcarc, 

Made of the inettall, w'hich we most do honour; 
And in this golden vessel couched wcare 
The ashes of a mightie ICmpcrour : 

U{>on fourc comers of the base were pigbt, 

To bcare the frame, foure great Lyons of gold ; 
A worthy tombe for such a worthy wight. 
Alas, this world doth nought but grievance 
hold! 

1 saw a tempest from the heaves descend, 
Which this brave monument with dash did , 
rend. I 

•iv 

I saw raysde up on yvorie pillqwcs tall, 

Whose liases were of richest mettalls warke, 
'I’he chapters Alablaster, tlie fryses christall, 
The double front of a triumfihall Arke: 

On each side jjurtraid was a Vicl^rie, 

Clad like a Nim])h. that wings of silver weares, 
And in triumphant chayre was set on hie, 

The auiu'ient glory of the Komaine peares. 

No workc it seem'd of earthly craftsmans wit, 
Jiiit rather wrought by his owne industry, 
That thundcr-dartch for Jove Ins syre dAh fit. 
Let nic no more see fairc thing under sky, 
Sith that raiuc eyes have seenc sofaircasight 
With sodain fall to dust consumed quight. 


I saw her raunge abroad to seeke her food, 

And roming tlirough the field with greedie 
rage [blood 

T’embrew her teeth and ciawes with lulven arm 
Of the small beards, her thirst for to asswage. 

I saw a thousand huntsmen, which descended 
Downe from th# mountaincs bordriug Lom- 
bardie, [rended. 

That with an hundred speares her flank wide 
1 s^v her on the plaine outstretched lie. 
Throwing out tliousand throbs in her owne 
soylc ; 

Soone on a tree uphaug’d I saw her spoylc. 

VII 

I saw the Bird that can -he, “:vn endure, 

With feeble wings assay to mount on hight ; 
By more and more she gan lier wings t’assarc 
Following th’ ensample of her mothers sight » 

1 saw her rise, and with a larger flight 
To pierce the cloudes, and with wide pmneons 
To measure the most ha%)itio mounlaines 
bight, 

Untill she raught the Gods owne mansions : 
There was she lost ; when suddaine 1 behelde, 
Wherf, tumbling tlirouglifthc ayre in lirie fold, 
All flaming downe she on the phiine nas felde, 
Ami soone her bodie turn’d to ashes coldc. 

I saw the foulc, that doth the light dispise, 
Out of her dust like to a ivonu arise. 

Tin • 

1 saw a river swift, w hose fomy billow^cs 
Did w'ash the ground-work of aii old great wall ; 
I saw it cover’d all Avith griesly shadowes, 
That Avith black horror did the ayre appall: 
'I'hercout a strange beast Avith seven heads 
arose, [ couro, 

That toAvnes and caiillc.s under her brnst did 
And seem’d both milder beasts and fiercer foes 
Alike Andtli ei|uall ravine to dovoure. 

Much Avas T iii.-izde, to sec this monsters kindc 
, In hundred formes to change his Icarelull hew ; 


Then Avas the faire Dodoiflan tree far scene. 

Upon seaven hills to sjircad his gladsome 
gleame, 

And conquerours bedecked Avilh his greefle, 

Along the bancks of the Ausoniaii streame : 

There many an auncient Troplice Avas addrost, When as at length 1 saAv the wrathlull winde, 
And many a siioylc, and many a goodly shfAv^- Which bloAvs cold storms, burst out of Scithian 


Which that brav'e races greatnes did attest, 
That whilome from tlie Troyan blood lUd tioAV. 
Bavislit 1 Avas so rare a thing to vcav ; 

When lo 1 a barbarous troiqic of clowni»h fone 


incAv, [as thought. 

That sperst these cloudes *, and, in so short 
Thbdreadfull shape was vanished to nought. 


1 I j 1 1 j 


And, since, 1 suav the route in great di»dainc 
A twiiine of forked trees send forth againc. 

VI 

I saw a Wolfe under a rockie cave 
Noursing tAvo whclpcs ; 1 savr her litlc ones 
In wanton dalliance the teate to crave, [nones- 
While she her ne^ wreath’d from them for the 


With side-long beard, and locks dow'n hang- 
ing loast, 

Sterne face, and front full of Satiimlike aAve 
Who, leaning on the belly of a pot, 

Pourd fourth a water, whose out gushing flood 
Kan bathing all the creakie shore aflot, 
Whereon the Troyan prince spilt Tumus blood 
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Ami at hi8 focle ii bitch wolfe suck did yceld 
To two young biibcii: His left the palnie tree 
stout, 

His right hand did tlic pcaccfull olive Avield ; 
And head Avitli l^awtoll garnislit was about. 
Sudden botli Palme and Olive loll away, 
And faire greeue LawrcllfHjranch did quite 
decay. 

X 

Hard by a rivers side a virgin faire, [thfobs, 
Poldmg her arnies to Heaven A\itli thousand 
And outraging her cheekes and golden hairc, 
To falling rivers sound thus tun’d her sobs. 

* "Where is (quoth she) this whilom honoured 
face? _ f , 

Where the grea^^Jlbiie and the aun'eient praise, 
Tn which all worlds felicitie had place. 

When Gods and men my honour up did raise? 
Sullisd it not that civill warres me made 
'J’he whole worlds spoile, but that this hydra 
Oi hundred Here^des to be assaide, [iiew, 
With seven lieadsT budding monstrous crimes 
So manv Nerocs and (’aligulacs [anew, 
Out of these crooked shores must dayly 
ra\.seV’ 

XI 

Upon an hill a bright flame T did see 
Waving aloft with triple point to skie, 

Which, like incense of jireeious Cedar tree, 

I With balmie odours (il’tl lli’ ayre larrc and nic. 
A Bird all white, >fc*UteatlieTed on each niug, 
Hereout up to the throne of Gods did flic, 

Ami all the way most plea^^ant notes did sing, 
Wliilst in the siiioake slie unto heaven did stic. 
Of this faire fire the scattered raves forth threw 
On cveric side a thousand shining bearaes: 
M'lteii sudden dropping of a silver dew 
(O grievous chance !) gaii quench those precious 
flames ; 

That it, whicl^'ui si so plea-ant sent did ycld, 
Of nothing now but noyous sulphurc smcld. 

XII 

1 saw a spring out of a rocke forth rayle, 

As cleare us Ohristall gainst the Sunnie bcames, 
7’he bottome j-eallow, like the golden graylc 
That bright Pactolus washeth with his streames; 
It seem’d that Art and Nature had,assembled 
All jileasqfc there, fur M'hich mans hart could 
long; 

And there a noysc alluring slecpc soft trembled, 
Of manic accords mure sM'eetc than Mermaids 
song: 

I’he seates and benches shone as yvorie, 

And hundred N^miphes sate side liy side about ; 


When from nigh hills, with liidcous outene, 

A ti‘ou])e of Satyres in the place did rout, 
Which with tbeii villeiue feete the streame 
did ray [Nymphes away. 

ThrcAV down the scats, and drove the 


Mwh richer then that vessell seem’d to bee, 
Wnich did to th.it sad Florentine appeure. 
Casting mine ej cs farre ofl‘, I chaunst to sec 
Upon tlie Latme Coast hersclfe to rcare : 

But suddenly arose a tcmiicst great, 

Bearing clos-'e envio to these riches rare, 

Which gall assaile this ship witli drcadfull 
: threat, 

This ship to hicli none other might compare: 
And finally the sl^irmc impetuous 
Siinkc up ^cse riches, second unto none, 
Within the giilfc of gi eedic Nereus. 

1 saw hoth ship and manners each one, 

And all that treasure, timwned in the mainc: 
But 1 the ship saw after raisd’ againe. 

xiv 

Long having det*ply groii'd these Visions sad, 

1 saw a Ciri|^ like unto llmt same, 

Which saw the messenger of tidings glad; 

But that on sand was built the goodly frame: 
It seem’d her top the firmament did ravsc, 
And. no lessc rich than fiiire, right wortliie sure 
(If ought here W'orthie) of iminortall dayes, 
Oril jught under heaven might linnc endure. 
Much woiidrcd 1 to sec so faire a wall : 

When from the Nortlierne coast a stonne arose, 
Which, bnuithing furic from his inward gall 
On all hich did against his course oppose, 
Into a clowde of dust sperst in the aire 
The ea) e fuuiidutious of this citic faire. 

XV 

At l«ngth, even at the time, when Morpheus 
Most trulie doth unto our eyes appearc, 

Wearic to see the heavens still wavering thus, 
I law Tj'plucus sister comming iicare, 

^\liose head, full bravely with a morion hidd, 
Did sceme to match the* Gods in Majestic. 

She, by a rivers bancke that swift dowiie slidd, 
Over ml the world did raise a Trophee hie, 
An hundred vanquisht Kings under her lay, 
With armes bound at their backs in shamefull 
wize. 

Whilst 1 thus mazed was with ^eat afTray, 

1 saw the heavens in warre against her rizc*. 
Then downc she stricken fell with clap of 
thqnder, [wonder. 

That with great noysc 1 wokte in sudden 
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'formerly translated. • 


Being one day at my window all alone. 

So manie stran(;e things happened me to sec, 
As mueh it grieveth me to thinke thereon. 

At my right hand a Hyndc appear’d to mec, 
So faire as mote the greatest god delite ; 

Two eager dogs did her pursue in chace, 

Of which the one was blackc, the other white : 
With deadly force so in their cruell race 
They pincht the haunches of that gentle beast, 
That at the last, ^d in short time,*l spide, 
Under a Kocke, where she, alas, oppreat. 

Fell to the ground, and there untimely did^ 
Cruell death vanqiflshiiig so noble bcautic. 
Oft makes me wayle s‘o hard 4 dcsteuie. 


After, at sea a tall ship did appearc, 

Made aU of Heben and white Yvdfie; 

The sailes of golde, of silke the tackle were: 
Milde wasthe winde, calme seem’d the sea to bee, 
The skie eachwliere did show full bright and 
faire: 

Witli rich treasures this gay ship fraighted was: 
But sudden storme did so turmoyle the aire. 
And tumbled up the sea, that she (alas) 

Strake on a rock, that under water lay. 

And pcrislied past all recoverie. 

O, how great ruth, and sorrowfull assay. 

Doth vex my spirite with yicrplexitie, 

Thus in a moment to see lost and drown’d. 
So great riclies as like cannot be found ! 

• 

III 

The heavenly branches did I see arise 
Out of the fresh and lustie Lawrell tree, « 
Amidst the yong grecnc wood ; of I'aradise 
Some noble plant 1 thought myselfe to see : 
Such store of birds therein yshrowded were, 
Chaunting in shade their sundrie melodic, 
Tliat with their sweetnes 1 was ravish't ncre. 
While on this l^aurcll iixed was mine eie, 

The skie gun everie where to overcast, 

And darkned was the welkin all about, 

When sudden llash of heavens lire out brast, 
And rent this myall tree quite by the rootc ; 
Which makes* me much and ever to coni- 
plaine ; 

For no such shadow shalbe had againe. 


Within this wood, out of a rocke did rise 
A spring of water, mildly rumbling downe, 
Wherto ap|)roche(l not in anie Avise 
The homely shepheard, nor the ruder cloAviie ; 
But manic Muses, and the Xymphes withall, 
'I'hat sweetly in accord dhl time their voyce 
To the Boftaounding of the '..iters fall : ’ 

That my glad hart thereat did much rejoyce. 
But, while herein I tooke my chiefe delight, 

I saAv (alas) the gaping earth dcvoiire 
The spnng, tlie place, and all cleane out of 
siffht ; [lioure, 

Bliicli yet aggreeves my "art even to this 
And wounds my soiile with ruiull inernorie, 
To see such pleasures gon so suddenly. 

• V • 

I saw a Phffinix in the wood alone, 

WiJjh purple wings, and crest of golden heive ; 
Strange biril he Avas, AA’bereby I thought unonc, 
jThat of some heavenly wight I had the A'CAve; 
j Untill he came unto the broken tree, 

‘ And to the spring, that lare devoured was. 
What say I more ? each thing at last we see 
Doth passe aAvay : the Phoenix there alas, 
Spjong tlic tree destroid, the water dridc, 
llimselfe smote with his bcakc, as in disdaine. 
And BO foorthAvith in great despight he dide , 
Tliat yet my heart burners in e.xceediug painc, 
For ruth and pitie of so haples plight : 

O let mine eyes no more sec such a sight! 

VI • 

At last SO faire a Ladle did I spie, 

That thinking yet on her I burne and quake; 
K)u heaths and Hoavtcs she Avolkcd pensively, 
^Milde, but yet Love she proudly did forsake : 
White seem'd her robes, yet woven so they 
were, 

As snoAvc and golde together had been Avrougbt : 
Above the wast a darke dowde sliroudiid her, 
A stinging serpent by ♦he heelc her Vaught ; 
Wherewith she langmsht as the gatliered 
floiire ; 

And, well assur'd, she mounted up to joy. 
Alas, on earth so nothing doth endure, 

But bitter griefe and sorrowfull annoy : 
Which make thislife Avretched and miserable, 
Tossed Avilh stormes of fortune A’ariable ! 
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VTi And ye, faire Ladie, in whose bounteous brest 

When I behold this tickle trusties state All heavenly prace and vertue shrined is, 

Of vaine worlds glorie, flitting too and fro, When ye, these rythmes doo read, and vw 

And mortall men tossed by troublous fate the rest, _ [blis; 

In restles seas of wretchcdncs and woe ; Loath this base world, and thinke of heavens 

I wish I might this wearie life forgoe, And though ye be the fairest of Gods 

And shortly tumc unto my Imppic rest, creatures, * 

Where my free spirite might not anie moo Yet thinke, that death shall spoylc your 
He vcxt with sights, that doo her peace molest. • goodly features. 


DAPHNAlDA: 


AN ELEGIE 


UPON THK DEATH OF THE NOBLE AND VERTUOUS 


DOUaLAS HOWARD, 

DAUGIlT^n AND 1IK1UF. OF HENRY LORD HOWARD, VISCOUNT BYNDON, 
AND WIFE OF ARTHUltE GORGES, E£)(2U1KR. 


^BDIOATED TO TIip RIGHT HONORABLE THE LADY 

HELENA, MARQUESSE OF NC/llTIIAMITON. 

By* ED. SP. 


^TO THE RIGHT HONORAl 

HELENA, MARQUESSE 

1 HAVE the rather presumed humbly to offer 
unto your Honour the dedication of this little 
FoUme, for that tlic noble and vcrtuous Gentle- 
woman of whom it is written, was by match 
ncerc alied, and in affection greatly devoted, 
unto your Ladiship. The occa.sion why I wrote 
the same, was os well the great good fame 
which 1 heard her deceassed, as the par- 
ticular goodwill which I bear unto her husband 
Master Arthur Gorges, a lover of learning 
and vertue, whose house, as your Ladiship by 
manage hath honoured, so' doe I find the 
name of them, by many notable records, to 
be of great antiquiiie in this Realme, and such 
as have ever borne themselves with honour- 
able reputation to the world, and unspotted 
loyaltie t(^eir Prince and Countre^ : besides, 


LE AND VERTUOUS LADY 

OF ,NORTU-IIAMPTON. 

BO lineally are they descended from the 
Howards, as that the T.ady Anne Howard, 
eldest daughter to John Duke of Xorfolkc, 
was wife to Sir h:dmund, mother to Sir 
Edward, and grandmother to Sir William 
and Sir Thomas G A’gcs, knightes : and there- 
fore I doc assure my selfe tliat no duo honour 
done to the White' Lvon, but uili be most 
graiefull to your Ladiship, whose hiisb.an(l 
and children do so iiceruly participate with 
the bloud of that nolilc family. So in all 
,(Atie I rccommcndo this Pamphlet, and the 
good accoptanco tlicroof, to your honourable 
favour and protection. Loudon, this first of 
Januorie, nsi. 

Your Honours humbly ever. 

ED. SP. 


DAPHNAiDA. 

What-bver man be he whose heavie minde, Let reade the rufull plaint herein exprest 
With griefe of moarnefull great mishap op- Of one, (I wcene), the wofulst man alive, 

• prest. Even sad Alcyon. whose empierced brest 

Fit matter for hia cares increase would finde, Sharpe sorrowc did in thousand peeces rive. 
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But yrhoso else in pleasure findeth sense, 

Or in this wretched life dooth take delight, 

Let him be banisht farre away from hence ; 

Ne let the sacred Sisters here’ be bight. 
Though they of sorrowe heavilie can sing ; 

For even their heavie song would brwde de- 
light; 

But licrc no tunes, save sobs and grones, shall 
ring. • 

In stead of them, and their sweet harmonic. 
Let those three fatall Sisters, whose sail hands 
Doo weave the dircfull tlircds of destinie. 

And in their wrath bieake oif the vitall bands, 
Approach hereto ; and let the dreadfull Quecno 
Of Darkencs deepc come from the Stygian 
strands. 

And grisly Ghosts, to hearc the dolefull tecne. 

In gloomic evening, when the w^girie Sun, 
After his dayes lung labour drew to rest, 

And sweatie* steeds, now having overrun 
The compost skie, gan water in the west, 

I walkt abroade to breath the freshing n 3 're 
In open lields, whose tlowrin^pnde, opprest 
With eorly^ frosts, had lost their bcautie faire. 

There came unto m^'^ mindc a troi;^ous thought, 
Which dajdy dooth my weaker wit possesae, 
Ne lets it rest untill it forth have brought 
Tier long borne Infant, fruit of heavinesse. 
Which rfie conceived hath through meditation 
Of this worlds vainnesse and lifes wrctched- 
uesse, • 

That yet my soule it deepely doth empassion. 

So ns I niuzed on the miscric 
In which men live, and 1 of mnn^^ most 
Most miserable man ; I did os|)ic 
Where towards me a sorjj wight did coat, 

Clad all in black, that inonnung <lid bewra.v, I 
And Jankob stafl’o in hand <levoiitlie eroijt, 
Like to some Pilgrim come from farre. 

His carelesse locks uncouihed and iiushornc, 
Hong long adowiie, and beard all overgrow no. 
That well he seenid to he suiuivight lorlolfn^ 
Downe to the earth his heavie eyes were 
throwiie, 

As loathing light ; and ever as he went 
He sighed soft, and inly deepe did gruiie, 

As if his heart in pecccs w'ould have rent. 

Approaching nigh, his face I vewed nere. 

And by the semblant of his countenaunce 
Me seemd I had liis person seene elsewhere, 
Most like Alcyon seeming at a glaunce ; 
Alcyon he, the jollie Shepheard swaiiie 
That wont full nierrilie to pipe and daunce. 
And fill with pleasauce every woodqnd plainc. 
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Yet halfe in doubt, because of his disguize, 

I softlie sayil, Alcyon ! There-with-all 
lie loukt aside a.s in disdaincfull wise, 

Yet stayed not, till I ngame did coll : [sound, 
Then, turning hack, he saide, with hollow 
‘ Who is it tliut dooth name me, W'ofull thrall. 
The wrotchedst^an that ti cades this day on 
ground ? ^ 

* One, whomc like wofuliU‘ssp, iniprcs.sed deepc, 
Hftth made fit mate thy wretched case to hcare, 
And given like cause ’with thee to waile and 

wcope; [beare. 

Gricfe fmdes some ease b}' bini that like docs 
Then stay, Alcyon, gentle shepheurcl ! stay, 
((iuoth I V till thou ha\v to m\' trustic eare 
Cummitten what thee dooth .so ill apay.’ 

* Cease, foolish man P (saide he, halfe wroth- 

fully) 

' To secke to hcare that which cannot be tolde, 
For the huge anguish, which dooth multiplye 
My dying paines, no tougtfb can Avell iinfoli ; 
Ne doo 1 care that un\' should bemouo 
My hard mishap, or any w'cepc that w'ould, 
But sockc alone to weepe, and d^'e alone.* 

<Then be it so,* (quoth I^ < that thou ore bent 
To die alone, unpitied, unplained ; 

Ytt, ere thou die, it were convenient 
To tell the cause which thee theretoo con* 
strained, 

Least that the world thed*ilcad accuse of guilt, 
And say, when thou of uone shalt be iuain> 
talncd. 

That thou for secret crime thy blood hast spilt.’ 

* Who life ilooes loatli, and longs to bee unbound 
Fmm the strong sliacklcs of fraile flesh,’ 

quoth he, [ground, 

‘ Nought cares at all what the}', that live on 
Deem the occa.siun of his death to bee ; 

Rather desires to be forgottei quight, 

Than question made of his ealninitie , 

For harts deep sorrow hatt's both life and light. 

* Yet sinee so much thoii soemst to rue my 
griefe, [nought, 

And' carest for one that for himselfo cares 
(Signoofthylove. though nought for my'reliefc, 
For my reliefc excmleth living thought;) 

1 will to Alee this heavie case rela^: 

Then harken well till it to ende bee brought, 
For never didst thou hcare more haplessc fate. 

‘ Whilome I usde (as thou right well doest 
know) 

My little flocke on westemo downes to keepe. 
Nut far from nvheiice Sabrinaes streamo doth 
flow, 
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A.nd iiowrie bancks Avitli tiilvcr liquor stecpe ; 
Nought cardo I then for worldly change or 
chauiice, 

For all my joy was on my gentle shcepe, 

And to my pype to caroll and to duuncc. 

'It there befell, as I the lields did range 
Fearclesse and free, a faire yt)fing Lionessc, 
White as the native Kose belbre the chaunge 
Which Venus blood did in her leaves impresse, 
I spied (daving on the grassie playne • 
Her youthfiill sports and kituUie wantonnesse, 
That did all other Heasts in beawtie staine. 

‘ Much was I moved at so goodly sight, 
Whose like before mine eye had scldome 
scene, •' ' • 

And gan to cast how I her corapasse might, 


‘ Long thus 1 joyed in my happinesse. 

And well did hope my joy would have no end , 
Hut oh, fond man ! that in worlds ticklenesse 
Keposedst hope, or weenedst her thy trend 
That glories most in mortall miseries. 

And daylie dotli her changefull counsels bend 
To make new matter lit for Tragedies; 1 

‘For whilest I was thus without dread or dout, 
A crfEell Satyro wilh his inurdroiis <lart, 
tireedie of nnsehiete, ranging all about, 

(lave her the fat all wound ot deadhe smart, 
And reft fro me my sweete companion. 

Anti reft fro me my love, my lile, my hart : 
My Lyonesse (all, woe is mee !) is gon ! 

^ Out of tlic world thus was she reft awaie, 
Out of the world, unwoithie such a spoyle, 


And bring to hand that yet had never beene And borne to heaven, for heaven a litter pray; 


So well I wrought with inildncs and with 
paine. 

That I her caught disporting on the greene, 
And brought awd^' bound w'ith silver 
chaiue. 

* And afterwards I handled her so fai’re. 

That though by kuu^ slice stout and sqjvagc 


Much fitter than the Lyon, which with toylo 
Alcidcs slew, and ii\t in linnanient ; 

Her now I seek throughout this cartlilie soyle, 
And seeking missc, and inissiug doe lament.* 

Tlierewith he g*n afresh to waile and w'cepe, 
That I for pi I tie of Ids hcavie plight 
Could not abstainc mine eyes with tearcs tc 
I sleepcs 

, But, when I saw the anguish of his sjiright 


For being borne an auncient Lions haire, 

And of th^e race that all w'lhl beaste.*. do leato,,Some deale alaid, 1 him bospakc agaihe; 

Yet I her fram'd, and wan so to my bent, i|Cerles, Alcion, painfull is thy plight, 

That slice became .so mceke arid milde ofl'l'hat it in me breeds almost equal! pamc. 

. , 1 • * 11 XI 1 1.1 1. x I Yet doth not my dull wit well understand 

As the least lamb m all my flock that went : xhe rkldle of thy loved Lioues.se ; 

I For rare it seemc.s in reason to Im‘ .sknnd, 

(That man, wlio doth the wliole w'orlda rule 
I jiosscsi e, 

J Should to a beast his noble Iiart ombase, 

! And be the vassal! of his vnssalesse ; [case.* 


‘ For shee in field, wdiero-ever I did wend, 

W ould wend with me, and waite by me all day 
And all the night that I in watch did spend, 
If cause requir'd, or els in i)lee[)C, if nay, 

Shee would all n iglit h y mee or w atch or .ileepe 
And evermore when f did slei‘]jc or play, 

She of my flock would take full w^aric lieepc. 


Therefore raoie plaftic arcade this doubifull 
Then sighing sore, 'Daphne thou knew'est, 

X X. /. .1 . . .... , I • quoth he. 

Safe thtn» and wiest were mv sillie slieepe, |‘ she now’ is dead no more endured to say, 
Ne fear d the W olfc, ne fear d the w ildest beast. But fell to ground for great extreamitie ; 

All were I drown d in carelesse quiet ileerie ; jxiiat T, beholding it, with deepe dismay 
My lovehe Lionesse without belieust , „,iich ajipaid, and, liglitlie him iiprearing, 


So carefull w’as for them, and for my good, 
That w’bcn 1 waked, iieitlier most nor lea.st 
1 found miscaried or in plaine or wood. 


Kevoked life, that w’oiild have fled away, 
iUl were ray self, through griefe, in deadly 
drcaring. 


‘ Oft did the Shepchcards, which inj’ hap didjTlien gan I him to comfort all my be.st, 


hcafe. 

And oft then lasses, w'hich my luck cuvide, 
Daylie resort to me from farre and nearc. 

To see my Lyonesse, wliose praises w’ide 
Were spred abroad ; and when her worth inesse 
Much greater than the rude report they tride, 
They her did praise, and my good fortune 
bitisse. 


And W'ith milde comisaile strove to mitigate 
The stormio passion of his troubled brest. 

But he tliereby w’as more empassionate ; 

As stubborn c steed, that is with curb re- 
strained, 

Becomes more lierec and fervent in his gate ; 
And, breaking foorth at las^ thus dcamelie 
plained : 
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‘ What man honnoforth that breatheth vitall 
ayre 

Will honour heaven, or heaven! ie powers adore, 
Which so unjustlie doe their judgments share 
Mon^st earthlie wightes, as to afflict so sore 
The innocent, as those which do transgresse, 
And do not spare the l>est or fa 3 're 8 t, more 
Than worst or fowlcst, but doe botli oppose? 

‘Tf this be right, why did the}' then create 
The world so fa\’re, sitii fairencsse is neglected? 
Or whic be they themselves immaculate, 

If purest things be n<»t by them respectefi ? 


For age to d^’e is right, but v'outh is wrong ; 
She id awa}' like fruit blownc downe wi^ 
M'inde. 

Wcepe, Sheplieard ! weepe, to make my under- 
song. 

11 

‘^Vhat hart so^stoii}' hard but that would 
weepe, 

And pourc foorth fount aines ufineessantteares? 
What Timon but would let compassion creepe 
Iifto his hrest, and pierce his frosen earesV 
In steatl of teares, whose brackish bitter well, 
I wasted have, my heart-blood droppiiij 


She fairc,^shee pure, most faire, most pure shee|T(j thiiike to ground how that 
ii ii.: . '‘Yet fell ^le not as oneVnf^'.st 


Yet was by them as thing impure rejected ; jxi" "Ji "i "j — T"' T’ i. 

Yet shee ii purenesse heaven 'it selfe^ did ,«s. 'i 


'R' 

faire blossome 
: to (I VC, 


‘ In purenesse and in all celestiall^racc, 
That men admire in goodlic womankindc. 
She did excell, and seem'd of Angels race. 
Living on earth lik# Angell new divindc. 
Adorn’d with wisedome and w^th chaatitie. 
And all the dowries of a noble mind, 

\Vhich did her beautie much more beautifie. 


But as one toy Id with travaile downe doth lye. 
So la}' she downe, as if to sleepe she went. 
And closde her eyes with carelessc quietnesse; 
The whiles soft ileath awav her spirit hent. 
And soule assQyld from siii^ill tleshlinessc. 


I. 


Yet ere that life her lodging did forsake, 


‘ No age hath bred (since fay re Jlstrasa left 
The sinfull woild) more vertue in a wight; 
And, when sh(i [uirted hence, with her she 
reft [quight 

Great hope, and robd her race of buuntie 
Well may the sluqdieurd lasses now lament; 
For dubble lossi* by her hath on them liftht, 
Tp loose both her and bounties oniamenL 


Ah ! w’hy does my Alcyon wee[>e and mounie, 
And gric\ o in\' ghost, that ill mote him be- 
hove, 

' As if to me had chanst some evill tourne I 

I I, since the messenger come for mee, 
That summons soules unto the bridalc feast 
Of his great Lord, must necdcs depart from thee. 
And straight obaj' his sovcraiiie beheast ; 
Why should Alcyon tlum so sore lament 
Tliat I from miserie shall be releast. 

And freed Irom w'retched long imprisonment ! 

* “ Our daies are full of dolor and disease. 

Our hfe afflicted with incessant paine. 

That nought on earth may l^en or appease ; 
Why then should 1 desire here to remaine ! 

Or why should he, that loves me, sorie bee 

‘Sheisthcl{o'.o,(heglorieofthe(lav, • I my ;Wiv™iice. or at aU complaine 
And mine the l-rimroac in the lowly '8110.10 : •j**!' B®"' ““'1 J«y“ ^ ! 

Mine, ali! not mine ; amissc I mine did sa}': |*“1 goc. and long desired have to goe ; 

Not mine, but Ilis, which mine awhile her I goc with gladnesse to my wished rest, 

made: I Whereas no worlds sad care nor wasting woo 

Mine to lie llis, wilh him to live for ay. May comectheir happie quiet to molest; 

O that so faire a flower so soone should fade, But Saints and Angels in cclestiall thrones 
And through untimely tempest fall away ! |Kterually Him praise that hath them blest ; 

• V i! a iThere shall I be amongst those blessed ones. 

‘ She fell away in her first ages spring, j ^ 

Wliil’st vet her leafe was greeue, and fresh her,* “ Yet, ere I goc, a pledge I leave with thee 
rinde, [did bring, Of the late love the W'hich betwixt us past, 

And whil st her braunch faire blossomes foorth i My yong Ambrosia ; in lien of mee, 

She fell away against all course of kindc, ;Love her ; so shall our love for ever last. 


‘ Ne let Elisa, royall Shepheavdesse, 

The praises of mV parted love envy, 

For she hath praises in all plenteoiisnesso 
Powr'd upon her, like sluf^vers of Castnly, 

By her own Shepheard, Colin, her owne Shep- 
henl. 

That her with heavenly hynines doth deilie. 
Of rustick muse full hardly to be betterd. 
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Tims, deare ! adieu, whom T expect erelong.” — 
So having said, away she softly past : 

Weep, Shcphearrl ! weep, to make mine 
undersong. 

Ill 

So oft as I record those piercing words. 
Which yet are deepe engraven in my brest. 
And those last deadly accents, which like swords 
Did wound my heart, and rend my bleeding 
chest, • 

With those sweet sugred speaches doo compare, 
The which mj-^ soule lirst cunqiierd and possest. 
The first beginners of my cndles care : 

‘ And Avhen those pallid chcekcs and ash}^ hew. 
In Avliich sad Death hfs poiirtraictuE had writ. 
And when those holloiv eyes and deadly vieiv. 
On Avhich the clowde of ghastly night did sit. 

1 match -with that sweet smile and chearfull 
brow, 

Which all the world subdued unto it, 

How happie was iKhen, and wretched now! 

‘ IIow ha])pie was 1 when T saw hei leade 
The Shepheards daughters dauncing in a rownd! 
How trimly would Ae trace and softly ^ead 
The tender grassc, uTth rosie garland crownd! 
And when she list advance her heavenly voyee, 
Doth ]\'ym|)hes and Muses nigh she madems- 
townd, 

And flocks and shepheards caused to rejoyee. 

‘ But no-w, yo Shepheard lasses ! who shall 
lead _ 

Vour wandring troupes, or sing your virelayos ? 
Or Avho shall (light your bowTcs, sith she is 
dead 

That was the Lady of your holy-dayes ? 
l.ei now your blissc be turned into bale, 

And into plaints convert your joyous playes, 
And with the same All every hiU and dale. 

‘ liet Bagpipe never more be heard to shrill, 
Tliat may Mlurc Bie senses to delight, ! 

JJe ever Shepheard sound his (Jaten cpiill 
Unto the many that provoke them might 
To idle plcasance ; but let ghastlinessc 
And drery horror dim the chearfull light. 

To make the imago of true heavinesse : 

* Let birds be silent on the naked spray. 

And shadt ivoods resound with drcadfull yells ; 
Let streaming floods their liastie ooiirses stay. 
And ])aiching drougth drie up the christall 
wells; 

Let th’ cartli be barren, and bring foorth no 
flowres, [knells 

•And th’ ayre be filled with novse of dolefull 
And Avandring spirits walke untimely howres. 


‘ And Nature, nurse of every living thing. 

Let rest her selfe from her long wearinesse. 
And cease henceforth things kindly forth to 
bring. 

But hideous monsters full of uglinesse ; 

For she it is that hath me done this wrong. 

No nurse, but Stepdame, criiell, merciless*. 
Weepe, Sliepheard ! Aveepe, to make my under- 
% song. 

IV 

‘My little llockc, Aihom earst I lov'd so Avell, 
And AA'out to feede Avith finest grassc that grew, 
Feede ye heiicefoorth on bitter Astrofell, 

And stinking Smallage. and unsa\'cric liew ; 
And, Avhen your maAves are Avith those weeds 
(jorrupted, 

Be ye the pray of Wolves : nc Avill 1 rcAv 
That Avith your carkasses AS'ild beasts be glut- 
ted. ® 

‘ Ne Avorse to you, my sillie sheepe ! 1 pray, 

Nc sorer vengeance wish a>n you to fall 
Than to my' selfe, for Avhose eonfusde decay' 

'I'o carelesse heAvens I doo daylie call ; 

But heavens refuse to lieare a wretches cry' ; 
And cruell Death doth scome to come at Vail, 
< >r graunt hr boonc that most desires to dye. 

‘ The good and righteous he away doth take. 
To plague th’ unrighteous which aliA'e remaine ; 
But the ungodly ones he doth forsake. 

By Ih'ing long to miiltiplie their paine ; 
lills surely death should be no punishment. 

As tub Great Judge at first did it ordaine. 

But rather riddance from long languishmcui. 

‘ Therefore, my Daphne they liaA'e lane uAvav ; 
For worthie of a better jilace aa'bs she; 

But m“, iniAvorthie willed Jiere to stay. 

That A 3th I'cr lacktf^I might tormented be. 
Sith then they so liaA'e ordred, I will pav 
Penance to her, according their decree, * 
An#lo her ghost doo service day by day. 

‘For I will AA'alke this Ai'andring jiilgrimage, 
'J'hroughoiit the Avorld from one to other end. 
And in affliction Avast my better age : 

My bread shall be the anguish of my mind. 
My' drink the teares which fro mine eyes dc 
raine, 

My bed the ground that hardest I may finde ; 
So Avill I Avilfully increase my paine. 

* And she, my loA'e that was, mv Saint that is 
When slie beholds from her cclcstiall throne 
(In Avhich shee joyeth in etcrnall blis) 

My bitter penance, Avill my' case bemone. 

And pitic me that liA'ing thus doo die; 

For heavenly spirits liave compassion 
On mortall men. and rue their miserie. 
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* So when I have with sorowe satisfule I ‘ Sc) il<>o I live, so doo I daylie die. 

Th’ importune fates, which vengeance on me And pine away in selfe-consuming paine ! 

seeke, jSith she that did my vital] powres supplie 

And th’ heavens with long languor pacifide, I And feeble spirits in their force maintaine, 
She, for pure pitie of iny sufferance meeke, -Is fctcht fro me, why seeke 1 to prolong 

Will send for me ; for whicli I daylie long ; j My wearie daies in dolor and disdainc ! 


And will till then my painful penance ecke. 
Weep, Shepheard ! weep, to make my umler 
song. * 

V 

‘ ITencefoorth T hate what ever Nature made. 
And in her workmansliip no pleasure fmde. 


Weep, Shepheanf! weep, to make my under- 
song, 

VI 

Why doo 1 longer live in lifes despight. 

And d(K)not dye then in despight of denlJi: 
Why doo 1 longer see this loathsome light 


For they be all but vainc, and quickly liule ; | And doo in darknesse not abridge my breath 
Sosooneasym themhlowesthe Northern uinde,.Sith jill my sorrow should have endlhciein. 
They tairie not, but hit and fall away, I And cares findc (juiet ! ^s it so uneath 

Leaving behind them nought but griefe of j To leave this life, or dolorous to dye V 
minde. 

And mucking such as thiuke tlie^' long will 


stav. 


■‘To live 1 fmde it deadly dolorous, 

iFor life drawes care, and care continuall woe; 

|Therefore to dye must, ncedes be joyeous. 

■And \nshfnll thing this sad life to forgiM- : 
'Hut 1 must stay ; I may it ffot amend, 
Daphne hence departing bad me so ; 
j She bad me stay, till she for me did send. 


‘ I hate the heaven, because it doth withhold 
Me Iroin ray love, airt eke iny love from me; 

T hate the earth, hecause it is the mold 
Of fleshly slime and frailc morfalitie; 

1 hate the tire, bceaiisc to nought it fly(>s ; 

I hate the Ayre, hccause sighes of it be ; 

I hate the Sea, because it tearos wpplyes. 

‘ I hate the day, hecause it lendeth light 
To see all things, and not my love to see ; 

1 hate the darknesse and the drery night. 

Because they breed sad balcfulucsse in nice ; 

I hate all tiiiics, because, all tunes doo flve 
So fast away, and may not stayed bee, • 

But us a speeilie post that pass’eth by. 

‘1 hate to speake, niy voyce is spent ^ith 
crying ; [cares ; _ 

I hate to hearc, lowd ])laints have duld nunc So will I travell whitest I tarrie hcere, 

I hate to tast, for food withholds my dying ; |Ne will I lodge, ne will 1 ever lin, 

1 hate to see, mine eyes are dirnd with tcares ; 'Ne, when as drouping Titan draweth neere 
1 hate to smell, no sweet on earth is left; To loose his teeme, will I take up my Inne. 

I hate to feele, my flesh is nuinbd with fcurcs ; . harbenger of wearie wights) 

So all my senses from me are bereft. , . 

‘ 1 hate all men, and shun all wom.ankliide ; :Ne shall with rest refresh my fainting sprights, 
The one, because as I they wretihed are; • «Nor Ihiling force to former strength restore: 
The other, fi^r because I doo not finde 
My love with them, that wont to be their 
Starre : 

And life I hate, because it will not last ; 


‘ Tet, whitest I in this writchcd vale doo sl.ay 
My wearie fectc shall ever wandring be, 

That still I may be readie on my way 
Wfieii ns her messenger doth come* for me; 
Ne w'ill I rest my feete for feeblencssc, 

Nc will 1 rest my limines for frailtie, 

Ne will I rest nunc eyes f<^ heavinesse. 

• But, as the mother of the Gods, that sought 
For faire Kurvdice, her daughter decre. 
Throughout the world, with wofull heavie 
thought; 


And death I hate, because it life doth marre ; 
And all 1 hate that is to come or past. 

‘ So all the world, and all in it I hAte, 

Because it changeth ever too and fro. 

And never stoiidcth in one certaine state, 

But still unstedfast, round about doth goe 
Like a Mill-wheele in midst of miserie. 
Driven with strt-amesof wretchednesse and woe 
'l*hat dying lives, and living still does dye. 


I But I will wake and sorrow all the night 
ir With Philumene. my fortune to deplore; 

With Philumene, the p.irtner of my plight. 

And ever as I see the stnrrcs to fall. 

And under ground to goe to give th^ light 
Which dwell in darknes, 1 to minde will call 
How my fair Stnrrc (that sliinde on me so 
Fell sodainly and faded under ground ; [bright) 
Since whose departure, day is tumd to night. 
And night without a Venus starre is found. 


‘ But soonc ns day doth .shew his deawic face. 
And culls foorth men unto their toylsome trade 
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‘ And ye, faire Damsels ! Shepheards dere 
delights, [sesse, 

That with your loves do their rude hearts pos- 
When as my hearse shall happen to your 
sightes, 

Vouchsafe to deck the same with Cyparesse ; 
And ever sprinckle brackish tcarcs amon^, 

, „ - , . ^ . 1 In pitie of mv iindescrv’d distresse, 

**®““hold ‘ *»®-l'l'haiJvhich, I, wretch, endured have thus long. 

Faire thing on earth, ne feed on false delight ‘ And ye, poore Pilgrimes ! that with restlesse 


1 will withdraw me to some darksome place, 1 
Or some deepe cave, or solitarie shade ; 

There will I sigh, and sorrow all day long. 
And the hu^ burden of my cares unlade. 
Weep, Sheimcard ! weep, to make my under- 
song. 

VII ^ 


Of ought that framed is of mortall mouldc, 
Sith that my fairest flower is faded quight; 
For all I see is vainc and transitorie, 

Ne will be helde in anie stedfast plight. 

But in a moment loo^ their grace «Tid glorie. 


toylc 


Woarie your selves in wandring desert wayes. 
Till that you come where ye your vowcs 
assoyle. 

When passing by ye read those wofull laycs, 

. , , - , - , , . , On my grave written, rue my Daphnes wrong, 

And ye fond men ! on fortunes wheelo thatj^^^i mourne for me that languish out my 

1 day^H. 


Or in ought under heaven repose assurance. 

Be it riches, beau tie, or honors pride. 

Be sure that they ^all have no long endurance, 
But ere ye be aware will flit away ; | usance 

For nought of them is yours, but th’ onely, 
Of a sm^l time, which none ascdrtaine may. I 

‘And ye, true lAvcrs! whom des&strous; 

chaujicc I 

Hath faire exiled from your Ladies grace, , 1 

To moume in sorrow and sad suflTerauuee, 
When ye doo heare me in that desert place 
lamenting lowde my Daphnes Elegie, 

Help me to wayle my miserable case, 

And -when life parts vouchsafe to dose mine eye. 

* And ye, more happie Lovers ! w'hich enjoy 
The pn'sence of your dearest loves dclightj 
When ye doo heue my sorrowfull annoy. 

Yet pittic me in your empassiond spright. 

And thinke that such mishap, as chaunst to 
me. 

May happen uijto the most happiest wight; 
For all mens slates alike unsti^fast be. 

‘And ye, my fellow Shepheards! which do 
feed 

Your carelesse flocks on hils and open plaiu«i,' 
With better fortune than did me succeed, 
Bemember yet my undeserved paines ; 

And, when 'ye beam that 1 am dead or slaine. 
Lament my lot, and tell your fcllqjv-swaines 
lliat sadiAlcyon dyde in lifes (lisdainc. 


Cease, Shepheard ! cease, and end thy undcr- 
Thiis when he ended had his heavic yilaint, 
The heaviest plaint thuttwer I heard sound. 
Ills chcekes wext pale, and sprights began to 
faint, *■ 

As if againe he would have fallen to ground ; 
Whi(;h when I saw, I (stepping to him light) 
Amooved hk 1 out of his stonie swoimd, 

And gaii him to recomfort as 1 might 

But he no w^aie recomforted would be. 

Nor suffer solace to approach him nie. 

But casting up a sdeinfull eie at me, 

'Phat in his traunce 1 would nut let him lie. 
Did ^nd his haire, and beat his blubbred face. 
As one disposed wilfullic to die, 

That I sore griev’d to see his WTetclied case. 

Tho when the pang w'as somewhat overpast. 
And the outragious passion nigh appeased, 

I him desiide sith baie was overcast. 

And darke night fast appmehed, to be pleased 
To tume aside unto my Cabinet, 

Anfi stale with me, till he were better eased 
Of that strong stowiid wliich him so sore beset. 

Rut by no ineancs I could him win thereto^ 
'^Ne longer him intreate with me to staie. 

But without taking leave he foorth did goe 
With staggring puce and dismall lookes dismay, 
As if that deatli lie in the face had seene. 

Or hellish hags had met upon the way; 

But what of him bec am e j cannot wcene. 
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COLIN CLOUTS COME HOME.AGAINE. 

Br SD. SPENCER. 


TO THU KIOHT WOKTIIY AND NOItLK KNIGHT 

SIR WALTER RALEIGH, 

CAPTAINE OK HKK MAJESTIES OUAUD, LoUD W/fuDKIN OF THE STANNEK1E8, 
AND LIEUTENANT OF THE COUNTIE OF CORNWALL. 


Sir, t boitndon unto you, for your siiigulur favours 

I’liAT 3 *ou may see that I am not ahvaics j and sundrio pood turnes, shewed to me at my 
ydle as yoe t hi nke,* though not greatly' well ■ late being in England, aSd with j'oiir good 
oeeiipied. nor altogither iin^tifull, though j countenance protect against the malice of 
not preoiselj’ officious, 1 make j'ou present of . evill mouthes, which are alwaies wide open 
this simple pastorall, unworthic of your \ to carpe at and misconstrue mj' simple mean- 
higher conceipt for the mcancssc of the stile, j ing.* I pray continunllf for your happinesse. 
but agreeing with the truth in4;ircunistance , From my house of I^ilcolman, the 27. of 
and matter. The which I humbly beseech Vecembe’r, 1591. 

3 'ou to accept in part of paiiuent of the inti- Tours ver}’^ liuinbly. 

nite debt in which I acknowledge my selte ' Ei>. Sr. 


COLIN CLOUTS* COME HOME AGAINE. 

The sliepheards boy (best knowen by that Whilest thou wast hence, all dead in dole did 
name) lie : [sj'the, 

That after Tityrus first sung his lay, The woods were heard to waile full many a 

Laies of sweet love, witlfcut rebuke or blame. And all their birds with silence to complaine : 
Sate (as his custome was) upon a day, The fields with faded flowers did seem to 

Charming his oaten pipe unto his pores, ■ mounie, ^ 

The shepheardswaines thatdid about hinfpla\': And all Uieir flocks from foiling to refrnine : 
Who all the while, with greedie listfull eare^ 'ITie running waters wept for thy rcturne, 

Did stand iistonislit at his curious skill, And all their fish with languor did lament : 

Like hartlcsse deare, dismayd with thiiiAijfs But now Ixith woods and fields and floods 
At last, when as he piped had his fill, f sound. revive. 

He rested him : and. sitting then around, Sith thou .art come, their cause of incriment, 
One of those groomes (a jolly gro<»me was he, ^ lliat us, late dead, has made nguiiic alive : 

As ever piped on an oaten reed, ■ But were it not too painfull to repeat 

And lov’d this shepheard dearest in degree, {The passed fortunes, which to thee befell 
Right Hobbinol ;) gon thus to him arced. | In thy late voyage, we thee woul(f entreat, 

‘ Colin, my liefe, my life, how great a losse Now at thj' leisure them to us to tell.’ 

Had all the shepheards nation by thy lacke : To whom the shepheard gently answered 

And I, poore swaine, of many, greatest cnisse ! thus ; 

That, sith thy Muse first since thy turning 'llobbin, thou temptest me to that I covet: 

backe Poe of good passed newly to discus, 

Was heard to sound as she was wont on hye, By dubble usuiie doth twise renew it. 

Host made us all so blessed and so blythe. And since I saw that Angels blessed eie^ 
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Her worlds bright sun, her heavens fairestliglit, As water doth within his bancks appearc.’ 

My mind, full of my tlioiights satictie, ‘ Of fellowship (said then that bony Hoy) 

Doth feed on sweet contentment oi' that sight : Record to us that lovely lay againc : f annoy, 
Since that same day in nought 1 take delight, The staie whereof shall nought these cares 
Ne feeling have in any earthly pleasure, Who all that Colin makes do covet faine.’ 

Hut in remembrance of that glorious bright, ‘ Ileore then (({uotli he) the tenor of my talc. 
My lifes sole blisse, my hearjs eternall threa- In sort as I it to tliat .shepheard told: * » 
sure. ' [awake; No leasing new, nor (Jrandams fable stale. 

Wake then, my pipe ; my slecpie Muse, BuLcuncient truth confirm'd with credence old. 
'fill I have told her praises lasting long: j ‘ Old father Mole, (Mole hight that mouii- 

llobbiii desires, thou maist it not forsake;-^ j tain gray 

llarkc then, ye jolly slicplieards, to m} song.* That walls the Northside of Armulla dale) 
With that they all gaii throng about him Iiad a daughter fresh as flmire of May, 
neare, ' Which gave t hat name unto i hat pleasant valc ; 

With hungrie eaves to heare his harmonic : Mulla, the daughter of old Mole, so hight 
'file whiles their ilock^devoyd of dangers feare, The Nimph, Avhich of that water course has 
Dill round about them feed at libertie. charge, [right 

•One day (quoth he) I sat (as was m}' trade) That, springing out of Mole, doth run downe 
I’nder the foote of Mole, that mountaine hore, To Buttcvai^t, where, spreading forth at large, 
Keeping my sheepe amongst the coolv shade It giveth name unto that auncieiit Cittie, 

Of the greene alders by the Mullaes shore; Which Kilnernullah cleped is of old ; [ pittie 

There a straungcfshephcard chaunst to lind Whose ragged riiines bwed great ruin and 
me out. To travaiiers, nhich it from far behold. 

Whether allured with my pipes delight. Full faine she Isr'd, and wa^ belov'd full faine 

Whose jilcasing sound y.shrilled far about., Of her ownc brother river, Bregog hight, 

Or thither led bv cl^,unce, I know not night :jSo high! because of this deceitfull traine, 
Wlioin when 1 asked from what place he c,aiue. Which he wi^ji Mulla wrought to win delight. 
And how he hight, him.selfe he did \cleepc But her nld sire more can‘full of her good, 

The Shepheard of the Ocean by iianie., * And meaning her much better to jireferre, 

And said he came far from the main -sea deepc, Did thinkc to match her with the neighbour 
lie, sitting me beside in that same shade, flood, 

Brovoked me to plafc some pleasant, fit ; Which Alio hight, Broad-water called farre ; 
And, when he heard the musicke which 1 made. And Avrought so well w ith his continuall paine. 
He found himselfe full greatly pleasd at it : jThat he that river for his daughter ivonne : 
Yet. lemuliiig my pipe, he tooke in bond The dowre .agreed, the day assigned ]ilainc, 

My pifie, before that iemuled of many, The place appointed Avhere it should be doonc. 

And iilaid thereon ; (for well that skill lie coiid ;) Nath-lcsse the Nymph her former liking held ; 
Himselfe as skilfull in that art a.s any. For love will not be diawne, but must be 

He pip'd, T sung; and,Avhciihcsung,"l piped; ledile, i 

By (;haungeofturnes,cuch making other inery; And Bregog did so well her fancie A\eld, 
Neither envyin^l^of her, nor envied. That her good n ill he got her first to wedde. 

So piped wc, uiiTil we both were Aveary.’ But for her father, sitting still on hie. 

There interrupting him, a bonic swaiiie. Did Avarily still watch which way she Avent, 
That Cuddy hight, him thus atwecnebesjiake: And eke from far observ’d, Avith jealous eie, 
•Ami, should it not thy readie course rest raine,Wl'ich Avay his course the Avanton Bregog 
1 Avould request thee, Colin, for my sake, | bent ; 

To tell what thou didst sing, when he did, Him to deceive, for all hi.s Avatchfiill Avard, 
plaie ; The wily lover did doA’isc this slight : 

For AA'ell I Avecno it Avorth recounting Ava.s, First into many parts his streaine he shar’d, 

^Vhethe^ it were some hymne, or iwirall laie, That, Avhile.st the one was Avatcht, the other 
Or carol nfade to prai.se thy lo\ed lassc.’ might 

‘ Nor of aiv love, nor of my las.se ( quoth he,) Passe unespide to ineete her by the way ; 

1 then did sing, as then occasion fell : And then, besides, those little streaincs so 

-For love had me forlorne, forlorno of me, broken 

That made me in that desart chose to dAvell. He under ground so closely did con\-ay, 

But of my riA’er Bregogs love I soong, That of their ptiissage iloth* apya-are no token, 

"Which to tlie shiny Mulla he did beare. |Till they into the Mullaes Avaler slide. 

And yet doth bcaie, and ever will, so long So secretlv did he bis love enjoy 
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Yet iiOt so secret, but it was dcscrule, So to tlie scu we enme ; tlie sea, that is 

And told her lather by a shepheards b«»y, A world of waters heaped up on hie, 

Who, wondrous A\rot*h, for that so (bulc de- Rolling like mountaincs in wide wildernesse, 
spight. Horrible, hideous, roaring with hoarse crie.’ 

In great avenge did roll downe from his hill • And is the sea ((jiioth ('ondoii) so fearfull ?’ 

Huge mightie stones, the which encoinber ‘ Fearful much more ((]Uolli he) then hart 

might (Min fear» [gaping direfull 

His passage, and his water-courses spill. 'I'housand wyld beasts with dei']) nioiitlics 

So of a River, Avhich he was of old, • 'riierin stil wait poorc passengers to tcare. 

He none was made, but scattn^d all to nought; Who life doth loelh, and longs death to behold. 
And, lost emong those rocks int(» him rold, Aelore he die, alieadie dead with fcaie, [cold. 
Did lose his name: so deare his love he houghl.’ And yet would live with heart halfe stoiiic 
Which ha\ ing said, him Thestylis bespoke : Let him to sea, and he shall see it there. 

‘ Now by my life this w'as a niery laj’, And yet as ghastly dreadful!, as it seemes, 

VV^)rtlne of Colin selfc, that did it make. Bold men, presuming ^fc for gaiiie to sell. 

But read now eke, of fnendshij) I thee pray. Dare tenf^it that gultj and in those wandring 
What dittie did that other shepheard sing : stremes [ hell. 

For 1 do covet most the same to hearc. Seek wmes unknowne, w'aics leading down to 

As men use most, to covet forreiue thing.* For, as we stood there waiting on the strond. 

‘That shall 1 eke((|Uoth he) to you declare : Behold! an huge great vessell to us came. 

His song was all a lanusiiable lay Daunciiig upon the waters back to loud. 

Of great unkindiKSso, and of u.sage hard, As if it scornd the daungfl- of the same ; 

Of Cynthia the Ladie of the^ea, Yet was it but a w'ooden frame and frailo. 

Which from her presence faultlesse him debord. Clewed togither with some subtile matter. 
And ever and anon, with singults rife, Yet had it arines and wings, and head and 

He cryed out, to make his undersong ; ^ • tailc, • 

Ah I my loves (luecne, andgodlkisse of m}^ life. And life to move it sclfc upon the water. 

VV’^ho siiall me pitlie, when tlioii doe&t me l^trange thing ! how bold and swift the mon- 
wrong ‘i*’ sterwas, [raine. 

Then gaii a gentle bonylasse to speake. That neither car'd for wynd, nor 1 aile, nor 
That Marin bight; ‘Right well be sure did Nor snellmg waves, bi^ thoiongh them did 
jilaine, [breake, passe 

That could great Cvntliiaes sore displeasure So proudly, that she made lliem roare ngaine. 
And move to take him to her grace ogaiiic. The same aboord us gently did icceave, 

But tell on further, Colin, as befell And without hanne us farre away did IxMire, 

Twixt him and thee, that thee did hence dis-j8o farre that land, our mother, us did 1ea\e, 

suade.’ [well. And nought but sen and heaven to us appc'ure. 

‘ When thus our pipe^we both had wearied Then hartlesse quite, and full of inward feare, 
(Quoth he) and each an end of singing made That shepheard 1 b(‘songht to me to tell. 

He gall to cast great lyking to my lore. Under what skic, or in what world w'c were. 

And great dislyking to my Inckh^ssc lot, la which I saw no living people dwell. 

That baiiisht laid my sellc, like wight Torlorc, Who^ me recomforting all that he might, 

Into that w'aste, w'hcrc I Ava^ (luite forgot. Told me that that same Avas the Regiment 
The which to leave, thenceforth he ctamseld Of a great shephearde.sse, that Cynthia hight, 
mee, • *f«ll His liege, his Ladie, and his life.s‘ Regent. — 

Unmeet for man, in AA’liom Avas ought reganl- ‘ If then (quoth I) a shepheardesse she bee. 
And Avend Avith him, his Cynthia to .see ; Where be the flockcs and beards, AA’hich she 
Whose grace Avas great, and bounty most re- doth keep ? 

wardfulL And Avhere may I tlie hills and pastures see. 

Besides her pecrlcsse skill in making Avcll, On Avhicii she useth for to feed htf sheepe'i^’ 

And all the ornaments of Avondrous wit, * These be the hills ((pioth liQ the surges 

Such as all womankyrnd did far excell ; hie. 

Such as the world admyr’d, and praised it : On which fuire Cynthia her heards doth feed : 

So what with hope of good, and hate of ill, Her hcard.s be thousand fishes with their frie. 

He me persAvaded forth Avith him to fare. Which in tha bosome of the billoAves breed. 
Nought tookel with me, but mine oaten quill: Of them the shepheard which hath charge in 
S mall needments else need shepheard to pre- chief, 

pare. Is Triton, blowing loud his wreathed home: 
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At HOund wliercof, tliey all for their relief 
Wend too and fro at oveuiiiR and at inornc. 

And Proteus eke with him does drive his 

heard is, 

Of stinking Seales and Porcpisccs together, And all things else that living creatures need. 
With hoary head and dcawy dropping beard, besides most goodly rivers there appewe, . 
Ck)mpelling them which ‘wtfy he list, and No whit inferiour to thy Fanchins praise, ' 
whether. Or unto Alio, or to Miilla clearc : 

And, 1 among the rest, of man}* least, Non^^t hast thou, foolish boy, secne in thy 

Have in the Ocean charge to me assignd ; ^ daies.’ ' [here. 

Where 1 will live or die at her bcheast, * But if that land he there (quoth hel as 

And serve and honour her with fnithfull mind. And is theyr heaven likewise there all one ? 
Besides an hundred Nymphs all heavenly bome^ And, if like* heaven, be heavenly graces there, 
And of immortall race, doo still attend Like as in this sameivorld where w'e do woneV* 

'J'o wash faire C> nthia^'; sheep, when they be ‘ Both heaven and heavenly graces do much 
shorne, * [ end. more 

And fold them up. when they have made an (Quotli he) abound in that same land then this: 
'J’hose be the ehepheards ivhich my Cynthia For there all happie p(>ace and plenteous store 
At sea, beside a thousand moe at land: [serve Conspire in oC!e to make contented blisse. 

For land and sea ray Cynthia doth deserve No wayling there nor wielchednesse is heard, 
To have in her cumraandement at hand.' No bloodie i''Sues nor no li*j)rosies, 

Thereat 1 wondred much, till, wundriug No griosly famine, nor no Paging sweard, 
more No nightly bordrags, nor no hue and cries ; 

And more, at length we land far off deacryde ; The shepheards ihere abroad may safclj’ lie, 
Wliicli sight much gladcd me ; for much afore On hills and dowiies, withouten dread or daun- 
1 feard, least land we flever should have ^'de : ger : [lrc>y 

Thereto our ship her course directly bent, No ravenous iVolves the good mans hope des* 
As if the way she perfectly had kiiowiic. « Nor outlawes fell affray the forest raunger. 

We Lunday passe , by that same name is ment There learned arts do florish in great honor. 
An island, which the first tow’est was showne, And Poets wits are had in pcerlesse price : 
From thence another^vorld of land we kend, Bcligion hath lay powre to rest upon her, 
Floting amid the sea in jeopardie, [hemd. Advancing veriue and suppressing vice. 

And round about with mightie white rocks For ent^ all good, all grace there freely grow'es. 
Against the sens encroching crueltie. [fields Had ])eoplc grace it gratefully to use*: 

Those same, the shepheard told me, w'cre the For God his gifts there jilenteously bestowes. 
In which dame Cynthia her landheards fed ; But graccles.>c men them greatly do abuse.’ 
Faire goodly fields, then which Armulla yields ‘ But say on further (then said Corylas) 
None fairer) nor more fruitfull to be red : The rest of tliine adventures, fliar. betyded.’ 

The first, to which we nigh apprnched, wa'* ‘ Foorth on our voyage n c by laud did 
An high headland thrust far into the sea, passe, 

Like to an honie,ttvhercof the name it has, (Quotji he) as that same shepheard still lu 
1'et seemed to be a goodly pleasant lea : gu^ ded, 

'J'here did a loftic mount at first us greet. Untill thal we to CjTithiaes presence came : 
Which did a stately heape of stones uprcarc, W’h|)se glorie greater then my sim]ile thoiiglit, 
That seemd amid the surges for to fleet, I found much greater thfui liie former fame, 

Much greater then that frame, which us did Such greatnes 1 cannot compare to ought : 

beare ; But if I her like ought on earth might read. 

There did our ship her fruitfull w’omlie unlade, I would hei lyken to a crowiie of lillies, 

And put us all ashore on Cynthias liyid. Upon a virgin brydes adorned head, 

‘ What laiid is that thou liicant, (then Cuddy With Boses dightand (iooldsand l)afradilli 3 S ; 
saydl Or like the circlet of a 'J'urtle true. 

And is there other then whereon we stand ?’ In which all colours of the rainbow bee ; 

‘ Ah ! Cuddy (then quoth Colin) thous a Or like faire Phebes garlond shining new, 

fon, [worke; In which all pure perfection one may see. 

That hast not srene least part of natures But vaine it is to thinke, by paragone 

Much more tliere is unkend then thou doest Of earthly things, to jiidge'of things divine: 

ton, [lurke. Her power, her mercy, her wisdome, none 

Andmuchmore that does from mens knowledge Can deemc, but who the Godhead can define. 


For that same land much larger is then this. 
And other men and beasts and birds doth feed : 
There fruitfull come, faire trees, fresh herbage 
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Why then do 1, ba.se ohephcard, bold and And there is old Palemon free from spight 

blind, Whose carcfull pipe may make the hearer 

Presume the thinm so sacred to prophanc ? row : 

More fit it is t’ adore, with humble mind. Yet he himsclfe may rewed be more right, 

The image of the heavens in shape humane.’ 'fhat sung so long untill quite hoarsc! he grew. 

With that Alexis broke his tiue asunder. And there is Alabaster throughly taught 
Saying; ‘By wondring at thy Cynthiaes In all this skill, ^liough ktiowen yet to few ; 

praise, * Yet, were he knowne to t’ynthia as he ought, 

Colin, thy selfethou mak’stus more to wilder, 11 is Eliseis would be redde anew. 

And her upraising docst thy sclfe upraise. | Who lives that can match that heroick song. 
But let us heare what grace she shewed thee, ,\thich he hath of that inightic Princessc 
And how that shephoard strange th}' cause made V 

advanced.’ 0 dreaded Dread, do not thy selfc that wrong, 

‘ The Shepheard of the Oce.an (quoth he) To let tliy fame lie so in hidd(‘n shade : 

Unto that Goddesse grace me first enhanced. But call it forth, O calLlum forth to thee. 

And to mine oaten pipe enclin’d her eare, 'Fo end tlif' glorie whicii he hath begun : 

'I'hat she thenceforth therein gan take dc- That, when he finisht hath as it sliould Ik>, 
light ; No braver Poeme can be under Sim. 

And it desir’d at timely houres ti^hearo. Nor l*o nor Tybnrs swans so much renowned. 
All were my notes but rude and roughly Nor all the brood of Greece so highly praised, 
dight; Cun match that Muse when it with bayes is 

Eor not by mcasunf of her owne great mynd, crowned. • 

And w'oiidrons worth, she mott my simple And to the pitch of her perfection raised. 

song, * [fynd And there is a new sheplieaid late up sprong. 

But joyd that eouiitry shepheard ought could The which doth all afore him far surpasse; 
Worili harkening to, emongst the learned jApp®iring well in that urell tuned song, 
throng.’ • [shee Which late he sung unto a scorufull lassc. 

‘ Why? (said Alexis then) what needeth Yet doth his trembling Muse but lowly flic, 
That is so great a shepheardesse her selfe, As daring not too raslily mount on bight, 

And hath so many sheiihcards in her fee. And doth her tender plumes as yet but trie 
To heare thee sing, a simple silly Elfe ? In loves soft hues and looser thoughts delight. 
Or be the shepheards w'hich do serve her 'J'hen ronze thy feathers Quickly, Daniell, 

laesie, • And to w'hat course thou please thy selfe ad- 

That they list not their mery pipes applie? vance; 

Or be their pipes untunable and craesie, But most, me seemes, thy accent w'ill excell 
That they cannot her honour worthylie V’ In Tragick plaints and passionate mischance. 

‘ Ah ! nay (said Colin) neither so,' nor so : And there that Shepheard of the Ocean is, 

For better shofiheanis be not under skie. That spends his wit m loves consuming 
Nor better hable, w'licn fliey list to blow smart : 

Their pipes aloud, her nam'c to glorifie. Full sw'eetly tempred is that Mn.sc of his, 

There is good llarpolus, now woxen aged That can empierce a rrince^mightie hart. 

In faithful 1 service of fairc Cynthia : * There also is {ah no, he is not now !) 

And there is Corydon though meanly waged. But since I said he is, he quite is gone, 

Vet liablest wdt of most I know this* day. Amyutas quite is gone, and lie.s full low. 

And there is sad Alcyon bent to mourne,* • Having his Amaryllis left, to mone. 

Though fit to frame an everlasting dittie, nel|M>, O 1 e shejiheanls, liclpe ye all in this. 
Whose gentle spright for Daphnes death lleliie Amaryllis this her losse’to niounie : 

doth tourn Her lo.ssc is yours, your losse Amyntas is, 

Sweet laves of love to cndlcsse plaints of Amynt.as, floure of shepheards pride forlorne : 

pittie. whili^t he lived W'as the noblest swaine. 

Ah ! pensive boy, iiursuc that brave couceipt That ever piped in an oaten quill? 

In thy sweotc Eglantine of Meritlure ; Both did he other, which could pipe, main- 

Lift lip thy notes unto their wonted height, taine, [skill. 

That may thy Muse and mates to mirth allure. And eke could pipe himselfe ivith passing 
There else is’Palin worthie of great praise. And there, though last not least, is Action, 
Albe he envie at my rustick quill : A gentler shepheard may no ivliero be found: 

And there is pleasing Alcou, could he raise Who.se Muse, full of high thoughts invention, 

His tunes from laics to matter of more skill. Doth like himsell'c Heroically sound. 
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All these, and many others mo rcmainc, Nc Icsse praise- worthic is her sister deare, 

Now, after Astrofcll is dead and pone : Faire Marian, the Muses oncly darlinf; : 

But, while as Astrofell did live and raiiic, Whose bcantic shyncth as the momiiif; clcare, 

Amongst all these was none his paragone. With silver deaw upon the roses pearling. 

All these do hurish in their sundr}' kynd, Nc lease praise-wort hie is Mansilia, [trainc: 

And do their Cynthia immortall make : Beat knowne by bearing up great Cyiithiaos 

Yet found I lyking in her roy,all mynd, That same is she to whom Daphnaidii I 

Not for my skill, but for that shcplioards sake.’ Upon herneeces death 1 did ooniplaine : 

Then spake a lovely lasse, bight Lucida : She ^ the j)utcrno of true womanliead, 
‘Shepheard, enough of shepheards thou hast And onely mirrhor of feininitic : 

AVliicli favour thee, and honour Cynthia: ftoM, i Worthic next Jifter Cynthia to tread, 

But of so many Nymphs, whieh she doth hold As she is next her in’nobditie. 

In her retinew', thou host nothing sayd ; |Nc Icssc praise- wort hie Galathea seemes, 

That seems, with none of them thou favor | Then best of all that honourable crew, 

foundeat, l Faire (lulathea Avith bright shining beaincs. 

Or art ingratefull to edch gentle inaA’d, jlntlaining feeble eyes that her do view. 

That none of all their due deserts resoundest.’ jshe tliore then waited upon Cynthia, 

‘Ah far be it (quoth Colin (^loiit) fro me, lYet there is not her won ; but here Avith us 
That I of gentle Alayds should ill deserve 1 About the borders of our rich Coshraa, 

For that mA^ selfe 1 do professe to be Koav made o'f Ma:i, the Nymph delitioiiB. 

Vassall to one, Avhom all my dayes I serve; Ne lehse praise-Avorthic faire Nctcra is, 

The bcame of beanie sparkled from above, Na^ra ours, not theirs, though there .she lx> ; 
The tioure of A-ertuc and pure chastitic. For of the famous Shurc, the Xynijdi s)ie is. 

The blossome of sAA'cet joy and perfect love. For high desert, udvaunst to th.'it degree. 

'riic pearle of peerlesse giace and modestic : She i.s the blosome of grace and eurlesie, 

To her my thoughts f daily dedicate, ^ Adorned AA'ith all honourable parts: 

To her my heart I nightly martyrize : She is the brtmneh of true nobilitio, 

To her my love 1 loAA’ly (lo prostrate, Belov’d of higli and low with faithfull hart.s. 

To her my life J Avholly sacrifice : ^ Nc Ics^e ))rai.s(i-Avortliie Stella do I read, 

My thought, my heart, myloA'e,mylife is shee, Though nought my praises of her nei^dcd arre, 
And I hers ever onely, CA'cr one: Wliom verse of noblest shepheard lattdy dead 

One ever I all A’oAveiiAhers to bee. Hath prais’d and rai-s’d ab«>A c each other starre. 

One ever I, and others iicA'er none.’ [Mayd, Ne les^e praisAvorthie are the sisters three. 
Then thus Melissa .said; 'Thrise happie | The honor of the noble familic : 

Whom thou doest so enforce to deitie ; [ made Of Avhieh T meanest boa.st my selfe to be. 

That woods, and hilLs, and valleyes thou hast And mo.«>t that unto them I am so nie ; 

Her name to eccho unto licaA'cn hie. Phyllis, (Jhanllls, and sAieet Amaryllis. 

But say, Avho else vouchsafed thee of grace V’ Phyllis, the faire, is eldest of the three ; 

‘ They all (quoth he) me graced goodly aacII, The next to Jicr is IsCtintifull Charillis : 

That all I praise ; but in the highest place, But th’ youngest is the highest in degree. 
Urania, sister unto Astrofell, Phyllis, the flouiv of rare perfection, 

In AA'hose brave i^'nd, as in a golden cofer, Faire ►.spreading forth her leaves Avith fre.sh 
All heavenly gifts and riches hx-ked are ; delight, 

Morerichtheiipearlesofynde,orgohlofOpher, That, Aiith their beauties amorous rofiexion. 
And in her sex more Avonderfull and rare, l^iyave of sence each rash beholders sight. 

Ne lesse praise-AVorthie I Theana read, [dight Blit sweet Charillis is the Paragone 
Wht.se goodly beanies though they be oven- Of peerlcsse price, and ornament of praise. 
With mourning stole of carcfull wydowhead, Admyr’d of all, yet enA’ied of none. 

Yet through that daiksome vale do glister Througli the myld temperance of her goodly 
bright ; * raic.s. 

She is the #ell of bountie ami brave mynd, Thrise happie do I hold thee, noble swaine. 
Excelling most in glorie and great light; The Avhich art of so rich a spoile possest. 

She is the ornament of womankind. And, it embracing dearc Avithoiit disdainc. 

And courts chief garlond with all vertiics dight, Hast sole possession in so chaste a brest ! Hiee, 
Therefore great Cyntliia her in chiefest grace Of all the shepheards daughters which uiere 
Doth hold, and ne tt unto her aelle advance, And yet there be the fairest under skie, 

Well wurthie of so honourable place, Or that elsewhere I ever vet did see. 

Fur her great worth and noble governance ; A fairer Nymph yet never saw mine cie : 
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She is the pride aiid primrose of the rest, There she beholds, with high aspiring thought, 

Made by the Maker selfe to lie admired ; The cradle of her owne creation, 

And like a goodly beacon high addrest, Kmongstthe seats of Angels heavenly wrought 

That is with sparks of hevenlie beautie tircu. Much like an Angell in all forme and fashion. 
But Amaryllis, whether fortunate < Colin, (said Cuddy then) thou hast forgot 

Or else unfortunate may 1 arcad, Thy selle, me seemes, too much, to mount so 

That fredd is from Chipids yoke by fate, hie ; , 

Since which she dotli new bands adventure Such loftie flight base shepheard sccmelh not. 

dread ; — # From flocks and fields, to angels and to skic.’ 

Shepheard, what ever thou hast heard to be <True (answered he) but her great excellence 
In this or that praysd diversly apart, Eifts me above the measure of my might : 

In her thou maist them all as'^cmbled see. That, being fild with furious insolence, 

And scald up in the threasure of her hart. I fccle my selfe like one yrapt in spright. 

Me thee lesse wortliic, gentle Flavia, For when J thinke of her, as oft I ought, 

For thy chaste life and vertue I esteeme: Then i\ant 1 words to spi ake it litly forth : 

Me thee lesse worthic, curteous Candida, And, wh^n I speake^of her what I have 
For thy true love and loyaltie I deemc. thought. 

Besides yet many mo that C3’uthia serve, I cannot thinke according to her worth : 

Right noble Nymphs, and hig|^ to be com- Yet will 1 thinke of her, I'ct will I speake, 

mended : So long as life my limbs doth hold together ; 

But, if I all should praise as they deserve, And, when as death these vitall bands shall 
This sun would faikme ere I hiilfe liad ended : breake, 9 

Therefore, in closure of a tliankfull mvnd. Her name recorded 1 will leave for ever. 

I (Iceme it best to hold etern.flh’' ^shrviid, Her name in c^er\' tree I will endosse, \ glow; 
'I'heir bounteous deeds and noble favours 'Miat, as the trees do grow, her name may 
Then by discourse them to iiidignitie.’ Andaiii the ground cacl^ where will itengrosse, 

80 having said, Aglaura hinyicspake : And fill with stones, that all men may it kno^\ . 

•Colin, well wortliie >vere those goodly favours The speaking woods, and murmuring waters 
Bestowd on thee, that so of them doest make, * full. 

And them requitest with tin' thankfull labours. Her naiiie He teach in knowcii terms to frame: 
But of great Cyiithiaes goodnesse, and high And eke my lambs. A\hen for their dams they 
grace, He teach to call for CyiAhia bj' name, [call. 

Finish the storie which thou hast bcgivme.’ And, long while after I am dead and rotten, 
'Mure oath (quoth he) it is in such a case Amongst the shepheaids daughters dancing 
How tfi begin, then know how to have doiine. rownd. 

F’or everie gift, and everie goodly meed. My laves made of her shall not be forgotten. 

Which she on me bestowd, demauinN a dn\' ; But sung by them -with dowry gyrloiidscrownd. 
And everie day, in w'hich sliedid a deed, And ve, who so ye lie, that still survive, 

Demaunds a yeare it diHy to display. When as ye heare her meinory rencw’ed. 

Her words were like astreanic of honin' fleet- Bewitnesse of her bounlie here alive, [ slieweik’ 
The which doth softly trickle from the hive. Which she to Colin her poere shepheard 
liable to melt the hearers heart uiiweeting. Much w'as the whole assembly' of thosclieaids 
Aiul eke to make the dead agaiiu; alive. Moov’d at his speech, so feelingl3' he spake: 

Her deeils were like gieut clusters of ripe And stood awhile astonisht at his words, 
grapes, • , Till The-sn lis at last their silence brake. 

Which load the braunclies of the fruitfull ^ ine ; Saying : ‘ Why Colin, since thou foundst such 
Offring to fall into each mouth that gapes, With (^vnthia’and all her noble crew ; [grace 

And till the same with store of tiinel.v wine. Why didst thou ever leave that happie jilace. 

Her lookes were like beames of the* morning In which such wealth might unto thee accrew; 

Sun, [Fast, And baok returnedst to this barrein sinle, 

Forth looking through the window'es of the Where cold and care and penury flo dwell, 
When first the fleecie cattell h^ve begun Here to keep sheefie, with hunger and with 
Upon the pcrled ^assc to make their feask toj'le? 

Her thoughts are like thefume of Franckineence, Most wretched he, that is and cannot tell.’ 
Which from a golden Censer forth doth rise, ‘ Happie indeed (said Colin) 1 him hold, 
And throwing forth sweet odours mounts fro That may that blessed presence still enjoy, 
thence Of fortune and of envy uncom]itrold. 

In rolling globes up to the vauted skies. Which still ore wont most happie states t’annoy: 
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Hut I, by that which little while 1 prooved, But are like bladders blowen up with wyiid, 
Some nart of tliose enormities did see, That beinf' prickt do vanish into noughts 

The wnich in Court continually hooved, ICven such is all their vaunted vanitic, [away 

And followd those which happic seeind to bee. Nought else but smoke, and fumeth soont 
Therefore I, silly man, whose former dayes Such is their glorie that in simple eie [gay. 
Had in rude fields bene altogether spen^ Se(>mc greatest, when their garments arc most 
Durst not adventure such unifuowen wayes, So they themselves for praise of fooles do^scll, 
Nor trust the guile of fortunes blandishment ; And all their wealth for painting on a wall; 
But rather chose back to my sheep to tournc, Witlf price whereof they buy a golden bell, 
Whose utmost hardnesse I before had tryde, And purchace highest rowmes in bowre and 
Then, having learnd repentance late, tomouxne Whiles single Truth and simple Honcstie [hall: 
Eniongst those wretches which I there dc- Do wander u]j and downe despys’d of all ; 
scryde.’ [ spight Their plainc attire such glorious gallantry 

‘ Shepheard, (said Thcstylis) it soemes of Disdaiucs so much, that none them in doth 
Thou speakest thus gapist their felicitic, call.’ 

Which thou envicst, rather then of r ght * Ah ! Colin, (then said llnbbinnl) the blame 

That ought in them blameworthie thou docst Which thou im]Mitest, is too gencrull, 
spie.’ [will As if not anj' gentle wit of name 

‘ Cause have I none (quoth he) of cancred Nor honest fiynd miglit there be found at all. 
I'o quite them ill, that me dcinoand so vreil : For well 1 wot, sith 1 my selfe was there, 

But selfc-regard of private good or ill Towaiton Lobbin, (bobbin well thou knewest,) 

Moves me of each, f i as T found, to toll [wit. Full many worlhie ones then waiting were. 
And eke to W’arne yong shepheards wandring As ever else in I’nnces ( 3 ourt thou vewest. 
Which, through report of that lives painted Of whicli amoii^ you many yet remaine, 
Abandon quiet home to scoke for it, [blissc, Whose names I cannot readily now ghos.se : 
And leave their Iambus (olossc, misled aiLissc. Those that poorc Sulors papers do retaino, 
For, sooth to say, it is no sort of life, And 1,110^.0 th# .skill of medicine i)rofe.sse, 

For shepheard fit to lead in that same place, And those that do to Cynthia expound 

Where each one seeks with malice, and wilh The ledden of straungc languages in charge : 

strife. For Cynthia doth m sciences abound, 

To thrust downe other into foule disgrace, And gives to their professors stipends large. 

ITimsclfe to raise: alW he doth 8oone.st rise Therefore unjustly thou doest wi’tc them dl. 
That best can handle his deceitfull wit For thrt which thou mMlikcdst in a few.’ 

In subtil shifts, and finest sleights devise, * Blame is (quoth he) more blamelcssc 

Either by slauiidring his well-deemed name, generall, 

Through leasings lewd, and fained forgeric ; Then that \ihich private erroiirs doth pursew ; 
Or else by breeding him some blot of blame, For well I Avot, that there amongst them bee 
^ By creeriing close into his secreeie ; Full many persons of right worthie parts, 

To which him needs a guilefull hollow hart, Both for report of sp^le.sse honcstie. 

Masked ivith faire dissembling curtesie, And for profession of all learned arts, 

A filed toung, furnisht with tearmes of art, Whose praise hereby no whit impaired is. 

No art of schoole,%ut Courtiers .schoolcry. Though blame do light on those tliat faultic 
For arts of schoole have there small counten- bee ; 

ance, ^ For all the rest do most-Avhat fare nmi.s, 

(blunted but toyes to busie ydle braine.s; Api!*yet their ownc misfaring will not .sec : 
And there professours find small maintenance, For cither they lx; puffed ufi with tiridc. 

But to be instruments of others gaines. Or fraught with cn vie Hint tlieir galls do’ swell, 

Ne is there place for an}' gentle wit, Or they their dayes to yillcnehse divide, ’ 

Unlcssc to please it selfc it can applic ; Or drownded lie in pleissiires wastefull well. 

But shouldred is, or out of doore quitt shit, In which like Moldwarps nousling still they 

As base, or Blunt, unmeet for melodic. lurke, ® ^ 

For each mans worth is measured by his weed, Unmindfull of chiefc pnrt.s of manlinessc • 

As harts by homes, or asses by Uieir eares : And do themselves, for want of other worke. 

Yet asses been not all whose eares exceed, Vaine votaries of laesie Love professe 

Nor yet all harts that homes the highest benres; Whose service high so bnsch’’ thcA'' ensew 
For highest looker, have not the highe.st rnynd, i That Cupid selfe of them ashamed is ’ 

Nor haughtie words most full of highest And, mmstring all his men in Venus ’vew 
tlioughts • 1 Denies them quite for servitors of his.’ ’ 
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* And is Love then (said Corylas) once What ever feeds in forest or in held, 

knowne That dare with evil deed or leasing vaine 

In Court, and his sweet lore professed there? Blaspheme his powre, or termes uuwurthie 
I weened sure he was our God alone, yield.’ [rage 

And only woond in fields and forests here ‘ Shepheard, it seemes that some celestiall 
‘ Not so, (quoth he) Love most aboundeth Of Love ((pioth Cuddy) is breath’d into tliy 
there. bres^ 

For all tlie walls and windows there are writ. That powreth ftrth these oracles so sage 
All full of love, and love, and love iny dcare, Of that high powre, wherewith thou art 
And all their lalkc and studic is of it. * possest. 

Ne any there doth b^a^e or valiant a<‘ome, Jhit never wist I till this present day, 

L'ulesse that some guy Mistresse badge he Albe of love I alwuyes humbly deemed, 

beurcs : That he was such an one as thou doest say, 

C?e any one himsclfe doth ought estceme, And so religiously to be esteemed. 

Cnlespe he swim 111 love up to the cures. Well may it seeme, by this thy deep insight, 

Uut they of love, and of his sacred lero. That of that God thijr Priest thou shouldest 

(As it should be) all <»therwise devise, bPe, 

Then we poore shepheards are aecustomd So well thou wot’st the my stcrie of his might, 
here, As if his godhead thou didst present see.’ 

And him do sue and serve all (fherwise: ‘ Of loves perfection ])erfectly to speake, 

For with lewd siieeches, and licentious deeds. Or of his nature rightly to define. 

Ills miglitie mys(jpries they do prophane, Indeed (said Cohn) pa&seth reasons reach, 

And use his ydle name to other needs. And needs his priest t^expresse his powre 

But os a complement for courting vaine. divine. 

So him they do not serve as they professe. For long before the world he was ybore. 

But make him serve to them for sordid uses : And bred above in Venus bosome deare : 

Ah ! my dread Lord, that doest liege hearts Fo^by his powre the itorld was made of yore, 
possesse, ^ And all that therein wondrous doth uppeare. 

Avenge thy selfe on them for their abuses. iFor how should else things so far from attone, 
But we poore shepheards whether rightly so, And so great enemies as of them bee. 

Or through our rudencsse into errour led. Be ever drawne together into one 
Do make religion how we rashly go And taught in such accordance to agree' 

To serve that God, that is so greatly dred ; Through him the cold oegun to covet heat, 

For him the greatest of Uie Gods we^eeme. And water lire; the light to mount on hie, 

Borne without Syre or cimples of one kynd; And th’ heavic downe to peizc; tlie hungry 

For Venus selfe doth soly couples seeme. And voydnesse to seckc full satietie. [f eat, 
Both male and fcinalc through commixture So, being former foes, they wexed friends, 
joynd : And gau by litle learne to love each other : 

So pure and spotlesse Cupid forth she brought, So, being knit, they brought forth other kynds^ 
And in the gardens of Adonis nurst: Outofthefniitfullwombeoftheirgreatinother. 

Where growing he his owne perfection Then first gan heaven out of darknesse dread 
wrought, • For to ap^are, and brought forth chearfull 

And shortly was of all the Gods the first. day : 

Then got he bow and shafts of gold and lead. Next gan the earth to shew her naked head, 

In which so fell an«l puissant he grew, ^ Out of deep waters -which her drownd alway ; 

That Jove himsclfe his powre began to dfead, And, shortly after, everie living wight 
And, taking up to heaven, him godded new. Crept forth like wormes out of her slimie 
Frjin thence he shootes his arrowes every nature. 

where Boone as on them the Suns life-giving-light 

Into the world, at randon os he will. Had powred kindly heat and formall feature, 

On us fraile men, his wretched vassals here. Thenceforth they gan each one ^ like to love. 
Like as himselfe us plcoseth save or spill. And like himscire desire for to Dcget : 

So we him worship, so we him adore The Lyon chose his mate, the l^rtle Dove 

With humble hearts to heaven uplifted hie. Her deare, the Dolphin his owne Dolphinet ; 
That to true loves he may us evermore But man, that had the sparke of reasons might 

Brefcrre, and of their grace us diguifie : More then the rest to rule his passion, 

Nc is then* shepheard, ne yet shepheards Chose for his love the fairest in his sight 
Bwaine, Like as himselfe was fairest by creation : 
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For beautic is the bayt wliirh M'ith delight 
Doth man allure for to enlarge Iuh kynd*; 
Dcautie,tho burning lamp of licavcna light, 
Darting her bcames into each feeble mynd : 
Against Avhosc powrc, nor God nor man can 
fyiid 

Defence, ne ward the daungor of the -wound; 
But, being hurt, secke to be nfrdicynd 
Of her that first did stir that mortall stownd. 
Then do they cry anil call to love apace, 

With praiers lowd importuning the skie, c 
Whence he them hearcs ; and, when he list 
shew grace, f die. 

Does graiint them grace that otherwise would 
So lo\ e is Lord of all the world by right, 

And rules the crcatur&<#)y his powrfull saw: 
All being made the vasaalls of liia mf^ht, 
'I’hrough secret scnce which thereto doth them 
draw. 

Thus ought all lovers of their lord to deenie. 
And with chaste heart to honor him alway . 
Hut who so else doth othenvisc eateeme, 
Areoullawes, and limlore do disobay. 

For their desiio is base, and doth not mc.it 
The name of love, but of disloyal] lust; 

Ne mongst true lovers they shall plair inherit. 
Hut as Kxnla out of hH court be thrust ’ 

So hai ing said, Melissa spake at will ; 

‘ (Vdiii, thou now full deeply hast divynd • 
Of Love and bcautie; and, with wondrous skill, 
Hast Cupid selfe depainted in his kynd, 

To thee are all true Iqj’ers #^aily bound. 

That doest their cause so mightily defend: 

Hut most, all wemen are thy debtors found, 
That doest their bountie still so much com- 
mend. 

‘ That ill (said Hobbinol) they him requite, 
For having loved ever one most dcare : 

• He IS repayd with scorne and foulo despite, 
That yrkes each genth- heart which it doth 
’ hearc.’ 

* Indeed (said LKid) I have often heard 
Faire Hosalind of divers fowly blamed 
For binng to that SAvaine too'cruell hard, 

That her bright gloric else hatli much defamed. 
Hut Avho can tdl wdiat cause had that faire: 
To use him so that used her so Avell ; [Mayd 
Or Avlio with blame can justly her upbrayd j 




For loving not ? for who can love compell ? 
And, sootli to say, it is foolhardie thing. 
Rashly to wyten creatures so divine ; 

For demigods they be and tirst did spring 
From heaven, though graft in frailncsse femi-^ 
nine. 

And Avell I Avote. that oft I heard it spokqn, 
How one, that faire-t Helene did revile, 
Thro^h Jndgeineut of the gods to been 
yAvroken, 

Lost both his eyes and soremaynd longAvhile, 
'fill he reeanteil had his Avicked rimes. 

And made amends to her with treble praise. 
Beware therelore, ye groomes, I read lictimcs. 
How rashly blame of Rosalind ve raise,’ 

* Ah ! shepheards, (then said Colin) ye ne 

AA'Cet 

How great a guilt upon your heads ye draAv, 
To moke so bold a donme, AVith woids unmeeL 
Of things celdsliall Avhich ye nev'er saw. 

For she is not like as the other crew [bee. 
Of shepheards daughters Av^ieh emongst you 
Hut of diA'ine regard and heavenly hew, 
Kxcelling all that CA'er ye did see. 

Not then lo lier that scorned thing so base, 
Hut to my selfe Hie blame that lookt so hie ; 
So hie lier thoughts as she lier selfe liaA’C 
jilace, 

And loath each loAvly thing Avith loftie eie. 
Yet so much grace let her A’^ouchsafe to grant 
'fo simple SAvame, sith her 1 may not love : 
Yet that I may her honour iiariivant, 

And praise her AA'orth, thoiigli far my Avit .above. 
Such grace shall be some guerdon lor the griefe, 
And long affliction Avhich I Iuiat endured : 
Snch grace sometimes shall give me some re- 
lict c. 

And ease of painc which cannot bn recured. 
And ye, my feiloAv shei beards, which do see 
And heare the languors of my too long dying, 
Unto the AA’orld for cA'er witnesse bee, 

That hers I die, nought to the world denying, 
This simple trophe of her great conquest.’— 
So, having ended, he from ground did rise. 
And ifter him uprose eke all the rest : 
All^oth to part, but that the glooming skies 
VVarnd them to draw their bleating tiocka to 
rest. 




1 . 1 - 34 .] 


559 


ASTROPHEL, 

A PASfOUALI, ELEGIE, 


UPON TlfK DEATH OF TIIK MOST NOBLE AND VALOUOIJS KNIGHT. 

RIK PHILIP SIDNEY. 

% 

DEDICATED TO THE AloST BLAUTIFULL Xxi> VER'l UOU8 LADIE, 

THE COUNTESS OE ESSEX. 


SiiEPiiEAKDS, that wont, on pipes of oafcni 
reed, • 1 smart : \ 

Oft times to ])laiuc your loves concealed [ 
And with your i)iteous layeS have learnd to 
breed 

CompaMsion in a countrcy busses hart 
Hearken, yv jjcntlc shepheardnf to my aonpc, 
And place my dolefull plaint your plaints 
einonp. 

'I’o you alone 1 sing this inounifull verse, 

The* iiioarnfnlst verse that ever man heard tell : 


To you whose softened hearts it may empicrsc 
With doUairs dart for deagih of Astropliel. 

To y(»u I sing and to none other wight, 

For* well I wot my rymes bene rudely dight. 

Yet^ they been, if any nyeer wit 
Shall hap to heare, or <®vet them to read : 
Thinke he, that such are for sucli oiie.<> most 
• lit, 

Made not to please the living but the dead. 
And if in him found pity (‘ver place, 

Let him be muov’d to [gty such a case. 


ASTROPHEL. 


A GENTLE shepheard borne in Arcady, 

Of gentlest race that evgr shcplieard bore, 
About the grassic baiicks of Iliemony 
Did keepe his sheep, his litle stock and store : 
Full carefully he kept them day and night, 

In fairest Helds; and Astropliel he hight. 

Young Astrophcl, the pridj of shepheards 
praise, • • 

Young Astropluil, the riisticke lasses love : 

Far passing all the pastors of his dales, 

In all that seemly shepheard might behove. 

In one thing onely fayliiig of the best. 

That he was not so happie as the rest. 

For from the time that first the Nymph his 
' mother [fceil; 

Him forth did bring, and taught her lambs to 
A Bclcnder swaine, excelling far each other, 

In comely shape, like her that did him breed, 
lie grew up fest in goodnesse and in grace, 
And doubly faire wox both in mynd and face. 


Which daily more and more he did augment, 
With gentle usuage and demeanure inyld : 
That mens liearts with secret ravishment 
He stole away, and wcctingly beguyld. 

Ne spight it selfe, that alhgood tilings doth 
spill. 

Found ought ill him, that she could say was ill. 

Ills sports vrere faire. his jnyance innocent, 
Sweet w'ithout sowre, and honny without gall: 
Aud he liimselfe seemed made for merimeut, 
Merily masking both in bowre and hall. 

There was no pleasure nor deligbtfull play, 
When Astropliel so ever was aivgy. 

For he could pipe, and daunce, and caroll sweet, 
Emongst the shepheards in their shearing 
feast; 

As Somers larke that with her song doth greet 
The dawning day forth comming from the 
East. 
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And laves of love he also could compose: 
Thrise happie she, whom he to praise tlid 
chose. 

Full many Maydens often did him woo, 

Them to vouchsafe emongst Ins rimes to name, 
Or make for them as he was wont to doo 
For her that did his heart wit^ love inllamc. 
For which they promised to dight for him 
Gay ohapclcts of dowers and gyrlonds trim. 

And many a Nymph both of the wooii ami 
brooke, 

Soone as his oaten pipe began to shrill, 

Both ehristall welLs and shadie groves forsooke. 
To heare the charmes of his enchanting skill ; 
And brought him presAits, dowers it were 
prime. | 

Or mellow fruit if it were harvest time. 

But he for luuie of them did care a whit, 

Yet woodgods for them often sighed sore : 

Ne for their gifts unworthie of his wit, 

Yet not unworthie <C the countries store. 

For one alone he cared, for one he sigh’t, 

His lifcs desire, and his deare loves delight. 


[No beast so salvage but he could it kill; 

No chacc so hard, but he therein had skill. 

Such skill, matclit with such courage as he had. 
Did prick him foorth with proud desire of 
praise 

To seek abroad, of daunger nought ydrail, 

His mistresse name, and his owiie fanic to 
raise. 

Wha(,needeth perill to be sought abroad, 

' Since rounil about us it doth make aboad ! 

It fortuned as he that perilous game 
Tn forreine soyle pursued far away. 

Into a forest wide and waste lie came. 

Where store he heard to be of salvage pray. 

So wide a forest and so ivaste as this, 

Nor famous Ardeyn, nor fowle Arlo, is. 

There his welwoven toyles, and subtil traines, 
He laid the l-utish nation to enwrap: 

So well he wrought with practise and with 
paines. 

That he of (hem great troiips did soone entrap. 
Full happie manTmisweenmg much) was hee. 
So rich a spoile within his power to see. 


Stella the faire, the fairest star in skie. 

As faire as Venus or Aie fairest faire, 

(A fairer star saw never living eie,) 

Shot her sharp pointed bcames througli purest 
aire. 

Her he did love, her he alone did honor, 
His thoughts, his ri^es, his songs were all 
upon her. 

To her he vowd the service of his daies, 

On her he spent the riches of his wit ; 

'For her he made hymnes of immortall praise. 
Of oncly her he sung, he thought, he writ. 
Her. and but her, of love he worthie deemed ; 
For all the rest but htle he esteemed. 


Eftsoones, all heedlesse of his dearest hale. 
Full greedily into the heard he thrust, 

To slaughter tViem, and worke their fmall bale, 
Least that his toyle should of their troups be 
brust. 

Wide wounds emongst tliem many one he made. 
Now with his sharp borc-speor, now with his 
blade. 

His care was all how he them all might kill, 
That none might scape, (so partiall unt«» none;) 
111 niynd so much to mynd anothers ill, 

As to l)ecomc unmyndfull of his owne. 

But pardon that unto the cruell skies, 

That from hlinselfe to"them withdrew his eies. 


Ne her with ydle words alone he wowed. 

And verses vaineys(yet verses are not vaine,) 
But with brave deeds to her sole service vowed. 
And bold atchievements her did entertainc. 
For both in deeds and wonls he nourtred was. 
Both wise and hardie, (too hardie, alas !) 

In wrestling nimble, and in renning swifts 
In shooting steddie, and in swimming strong: 
Well made to strike, to throw, to leape, to lit% 
And all the sports that shepheards are einoug. 
In every on# he vanquisht every one. 

He vanquisht all, and vanquisht was of none. 

Besides, in hunting such felicitie. 

Or rather infelicitie, he found. 

That every field and forest far away 
Be sought, where salvage beasts do most 
abound. 


So as he rag’d emongst that beastly rout, 

A cruqjl beast of most accursed biood [stout,) 
Upon him tunid, (despeyre makes cowards 
And, with fell tooth accustomed to blood, 
Launched his thigh with so mischievous might, 
Thni it both bone and muscles ry ved quight. 

So deadly was the dint and deep the wound, 
And so hufm streames of blond thereout did 
That he endured not the direfull stound, [ flow, 
But on the cold deare earth himsclfc did throw ; 
The whilTO the captive heard his nets did rend, 
And, having none to let, to wood did wend. 

Ah ! where were ye this while his shepheard 
peares. 

To whom alive was nought so deare as hee : 
And ye fayre Mayds, the matches of hisyeares. 
Which in his grace did boast you most to bee ! 
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Ah ! where were ye, when he of you hail need. 
To stop his wound that wondrously did bleed ! 1 

Ah ! wretched bo)', the shape of drerjdiead, 
And sad ensample of mans suddein end : 

Full litle fuileth hut thou shall be dead, 
Unaided, unplayud, of foe or frend : 

Whitest none is nigh, thine eylids up to close, 
And kisse thy lips like faded leaves of rype. 

4 sort of shepheards, sewing of the chace, 

As tliey the forest raunged on a day, 

By fate or fortune came unto the place. 

Where as the liicklcsse boy yet bleeding lay ; 
Yet bleeding lay, and yet would still have bletl. 
Hiul not good hap those shepheards thethcr led. 

They stopt his wound, (too late to stop it was !) 
Ami in their armes then softly did him rcare : 
Tho (as he wild) unto his loved l^sse, 
liis (learcst loi'o, him dolefully lUd bearc. 

'I'he dolefulst beare that ever man did sec. 
Was Astrophcl, bug dearest unto nice ! 

She, when she saw her love ig such a plight, 
With crudled blood and tilthie gore defonned, 
That wont to be with dowers and gyrlouds 
dight. 

And her dearc favours dearly ^11 adorned ; 
Her face, the fairest face that eye mote see, 
8he likewise did deformc, like liiiu to bee. 

Tier yellow locks that shone so bright and long, 
As Sunny beaincs in fullest soniers day, 

She fiersly tore, and with uutrogious w«ong 
Froii: her red cheeks the roses rent away ; 
And her fiure brest, the thrcasuiy of joy. 

She spoyld thereof, and dlled with uniio>'. 

llis palled face, impictured with death. 

She bathed oft with teares, and dried ott : 

And with sweet kissi's suckt the wasting breath 
(Jut of his lips like lilies pule and soft : . 

And oft she cald to him, who auswerd nmight, 
But onely by his lookes did tell his thought. 

The rest of her ini]iiiticnt regret, ^ 

And piteous iiione the whicli .she fur him madb. 
No toong can tell, nor any forth can act. 

But he whose heart like sorrow did invade. 

At last, when paine hi.>i vitall powres had spent, 
llis wustrd life her weurie lodge forwent. 


Which when she saw, she staled nut a whit, 
Tint after him did make untimely haste ■ 
Forth-with her ghost out of her corps did Hit, 
And followed her make like turtle ehu»te, 

To prove that death their hearts cannot divide, 
Which living were in love so firmly tide. 

'Llic gods, whi(^ all things see, this same be- 
held. 

And, pittying this paire of lovers trew. 
Transformed them, there lying on the field. 
Into one flo^vTe that is both retl and blew ; 

It first growes red, and then to blew doth fade, 
lake Astruphel, which thereinto was made. 

And in t^ midst thcn%f a star appearcs. 

As fairly furmd as any star in skyes ; 
Besembiing Stella in her freshest yeari'S, 

Forth darting beanies of beautie from her eyes; 
And all the day it stiindeth full of deow. 
Which is the tearcs. that from her eyes did flow. 

That hearbe of some Starl^ht is cald by name, 
Of others Penthia, though not so well : 

But thou, where ever thou doest findc the same, 
From this day forth do cull it Astrophel : 
And,*when so ever thou^t up doest take, 

Do pluck it softly fur tliat shepheards sake. 

ifereof when tydings far abroad did passe, 
The shefiheards all which loved him full deare^ 
And sure full dearc of alUie loved was, 

Did thether flock to see what they did lieare. 
And when that pitteous spectacle they vowed, 
The same with bitter teures they all bedewed. 

And every one did make exceeding inone, 
With inward anguish and great griefe opprest: 
And every one did weep and waile, and mime, 
And meaiies deviz'd to shew his sorrow best. 
That from that houre, since first on grnssic 
greene [seen. 

Shepheards kept slxeep, was nut like mourning 

But first his sister tliar (>lorindu hight, 

The gentlest shepheardesse that lives this dai', 
And most resembling both in shaiie and spright 
Tier brother deaie, began this dolefull lay. 
Whicli, least 1 marre the sweetnesse of tho 
vearse, 

In sort Ui^she it sung 1 will rehearse, 

• 


00 
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[L. 1-76. 


THE DOIEFTJLL LAY OF CLORINDA. 


{These verses are stippttseti to have heen writt^ hff Mary Cotmtrss of Pembroke, 
sister to SirttP/iiiip Sidtteif.) 


Ay me, to Avbom shall I my oase oomplainc, The flowro. Avliich thorn adnrnrl, is gone to 
That may com})assi()ii iny impatient griefe ! n''lu'K, 

Or -where shall I unfolil^y inward paine, Never againe let lasso put gj'rlond on. 

That my enriven heart may find reli^^fc ! In stead of gyrlond, weare sad (Jypres nowe, 

Shidl I unto the heavenly powres it show? And bitter luder, broken from tlie bowc. 

Or unto earthly men that dwell below? love-layes which he made; 

To heavens? ah! they alas! the authors were, JVTio ever inttite such laves oflove as hee? 
And workers of my unremedied W’<i: the riddles, which he sayd 

For they foresee what to us happens here, yoiir selves, to make you mery glee. 

And thev foresaw, jMt suffred this be so. “ow laid all abed, 

From them comes good, from them comes 1 our merj^ maker now alasse • is dead. 


also il; [to spill? 

'riiat which thej^ made, who can them wame 

To men? ah! they alas ! like wrefehed bee, 
And subject to the heavens ordinance : 

Bound to abide Avhatever they decree, 

Their best redresse is their best suflerance. 

How then can they, like wretched, comfort 
race, ^ 

The wliich 110 lessc need comforted to bee? 

Then to my sclfc w'ill 1 my sormw mourne, 
Sith none mivc like sorrowfull remaines: 

And to my selfe my jdaints shall back retoume^ 
To pay their usury n ith doubled paincs. 

I’he woods, the hills, the rivers, shall resound 
'I’he moumfiill accent of my sorrowes ground. 

Woods, hills, andr'ivors, now are desolate, 

Sith he is gone the wdiich them all did grace: 
And all the fields do waile their widow state, 
Sith death their fairest flowre did late defaw. 
The fairest flowre in field that ever grew, 
Was Astrophel ; that nras, we all may rew. 

What cruell hand of cursed foe unknown^ 
Hath cropt the stalke which bore so faire a 
flowre ? • 

Untimely cfopt, before it well were growne, 
And cleans defaced in untimely liowre. 

(treat losse to all that ever Him did see, 
(treat losse to all, but greatest losse to mee! 

Breake now you- gyrlonds, O ye she[)heard 8 
• lasses, [ gon : 

Silh the fayre flowre, which them adornd, is! 


Death, the devourev of all worlds delight, 

Hath robbed you, and reft fro me my joy : 
Both you and ine, and all the world he qiiight 
Hath robd of jfiyance, and left sad annoy. 

Joy of the world, and shepheards priilc ivas 
hee ! 

Shepheards, hope never like agaitie to see ! 

Oh Death ! thou hast ns of such riches reft, 
Tell uf( at least, w'hat hast thou wdth it done ? 
What is become of him whose flowre here left 
Is but the shadow of his likciiessc gone? 
Scar'^e like the shadoAv of that -which he w’as. 
Nought like, but that he like a shade did 
pas. ^ 

But that iinmortall spirit, which -was deckt 
With all the dowries of celestial! grace. 

By Bor.'eraine choyce from th’ hevenly quires 
select, 

And lineally deriv’d from Angels race, 

^fk! w'hat is now of it become aread. 

Ay me ! can so divine a thing be dead? 

Ah! no: it is not dead, ne can it die. 

But lives for aie, in bhsfull Paradise : 

Where like a new-borne babe it soft doth lie, 
In bed of lillies wrapt in tender wise ; 

And compast all about with roses sweet, 
And daintie violets from head to feet. 

There thousand birds, all of celestiall brood, 
To him do sweetly caroll day and night ; 

And with straunge notes, of him well under- 
stood. 

Lull him asleep in Angelick delight; 
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Wliilest in sweet dreame to him pre&pntcd 
bee 

Imniortall beauties, which no eye may see. 

But he them secs, and takes exceeding pleasure 
Of their divine aspects, appearing plaine, 

And kindling love in him above all measure ; 
Sweet love, still joyous, never feeling paiiie : 
F(tr what so g'oodlj' forme he there dq|h sec, 
lie may (‘njoy from jealous rancor free 

There liveth he in everlasting blis, 

Sweet spirit never fearing more to die : 

Ne dreading harmc from any foes of his, 

Ne fearing salvage beasts more crucltic. 
Wliilest we here, wretches, waile his private 
laek, 

And with value vowes <lo often call him back. 

But live thou there, still hai>pic, Jiappie spirit. 
And give us leave thee here thus to lament ! I 


Xot thee that doest thy heavens joy inherit. 
But onr owne selves that here in dole are ilrent 
Thus do we weep and waile, and wear oiir 
eies, 

mourning, in others, our own miseries. 

• 

Which when she ended had, another swainc 
Of gentle nit and dnintie sweet tieviee, 

Whom Astro))hcl full dearc did eutertaino, 
Wliilest hei e he liv’d, and held in passing pi lee, 
night Thestylis, b(‘gan his mounifull tourne : 
And made the Muses in his song to niourne. 

And after him full ma^ other moe, 

As everi(«one in order lov’d him best, 

Gan diglit tliemselves t’ expresse their inward 
woe. 

With dolefnll laves unto the time uddrest : 
The which 1 here in order will rehear«<e, 

As tittest tiowres to deck his inournfnil hearse. 


THE MOTJllNINft MUSTT OF THESTYIJS. 


(This and the »»vcceding Poem are mppoaed tb have heeti uuitten bi/ lAuhu'tvh Brgskvtt^ 


CoMK forth, ye Nymphes, come forth, forsake 
your ivatry bowres, [nieut : 

Foisiike your mossy eaves, and help mn to la- 
lielp me' to tune iiiy dole! ull notes to gurgling 
sound [teares of ours 

Of Lillies tumbling streames: Gome, let salt . 
Mix with bis waters fresh. O come, let one! 


Fame ami renowine to us for glorious niartiall 
ticeds, * 

But now lliy ireful beines have chill’d our 
harts with cold ; [our land : 

Thou hast estrang'd thy self, and deigiiest not 
jFarre ofl' to others now thy favour honour 
breeds, 1 clime, (I fearc ;) 


consent [ileadly wound . And high disdaiiic doth cause thee shun our 

Joy lie us to mouriie witTi wailliill plaints the 'Fur hadst thou not bene wroth, or that tunc 
W‘lii<;h fatallelap bath made, decreed by highcr| uearc at hand, [Kngland made ; 

])Owrcs ; ^yrent'Tliou woiildst have hoard %e cry that w'oliil 

The drecry day in which they have mim us 'Fke Zelaiids piteous plaints, and Hollands 
The noblest plant that might from East toj torcii heare, [iiiMid: 

West be found. 'Would haiily have aiipeas’d thy divine angry 

Muiime, mourn, great Philips fall, mour# we Thou shouldst have seen the trees refuse to 
hir wofiill end, [ from the tree, ! 3 'ccld their shaile. 

Whom spitcfuli Heutli hath pluct untimely ; And wailing to let full the honor of their head; 
Whiles yet his yeares in Ihuvro did promisciAiid buds in mounifull times lamenting in 
werthic friite. [knight defend?! their kinde. 

Ah dreadful Mars, ivhy diast thou not thy, Up from^iistombe the inightie C^rineiis rose. 
What wrailifull mood, what fault of oui>, hath Who, cursing oft the fates that this mishap had 
moved thee j bred, [iinkinde. 

Of such a shining light to leave us destitute? His hoary locks he tare, calling the heavens 
Thou with beuigiie aspect sometime did-t us The Thames iras heard to ronre, the Se^mc 
behold, [old, I and eke the Hose, [chance did rue. 

Thou hast in Britons valour tane delight of {The Schald, the Danow selfe, this great mis- 
Aiid with thy presence oft vouchsatt to uttri- iWith torment and with eyicf : their fountains 
bute 1 eleere 

o u « 
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THE MOURNING MU^E OF THESTYLIS. [l. 37-113. 


Were troubled, and with Bwelling flouds de- 
clar’d their woes. 

The Muses comfortles, the Njnnphs wii^ 
paled hue, fandneere. 

The Silvan Gods likewise, came running farre 
And all with teares bedeawd, and eyes cast 
up on hie ; « f to cric. 

O help, 0 help, ye Gods, they ghastly gan 
O chaungc the cruell fate of this so rare a 
wight, [out his ag^l 

And graunt that natures course may measure 
'rhe beasts their foode forsooke, and, trembling 
fearfully^, [so fright. 

Each sought his cave or den, this cry did them 
Out from amid the vftivcs, by storme then 
stirr’d to rage, [Ocdkn hoare. 

This cric did cause to rise th’ old father, 
Who grave with eld, and full of majestic in 
sight. [teares and plaints. 

Spake in this wise. * Refrain (quoth he) your 
Cease tliese, your idle words, make vainc 
requests no more. [fixed stint 

No humble speech, nor mone, ma^ move the. 
Of destinic or death : Such is Uis will that 
paints [with store 

The earth with coloui€ fresh ; the darkest^kies 
Of starry lights : And though your teares a 
hart of dint [will prevail^’ 

Might tender make, yet nought herein they 
Whiles thus he said, the noble knight, who 
gan to feele ^ f dinl 

His vitall force to faint, and death with cruell 
Of direfull dart his mortall bodie to assailc, 
With eyes lift up to heav’n, and courage 

frankc as steele, [exprest. 

With cheeifull face, where valour lively was 
But humble mynd, he said : ' 0 Lord, if ought 
this fraile [f advaunce ; 

And earthly carcasse have thy service sought 
If my desire have bene still to relieve th’ 

opprest ; • [spent 

If justice to maintainc that valour 1 have 
Which thou me gav’st; or if henceforth I 
might advaunce [if thou think best ; 
Thy name, tliy truth, then spare me (Lord) 
Forbeare these unripe yeores. But if thy will 
be bent, * [set; 

If that prefixed time be come which thou hast 
Through pure and fervent faith, 1 hope now 
to b^plast * [blood 

Inth’ everlasting blis, which with thy precious 
Thou purchase didst for us.’ With that a 
sigh he fet. 

And straight a cloudie mist his sences overcast: 
His lips waxt pale and wan, like damaake 
roses bud 

Cast from the stalke, or like in field to purple 
flowre, 


Which languishcth being shred by culter as it 
past. [veincs,' which were 

A trembling chilly cold ran throgh their 
With eies brimfull of teares to see his fatall 
honiTe, _ [declare. 

Whose blustring sighes at first their sorrow did 
Next, murmuring ensude; at last th«^ not 
forbeare [ enviously 

PlainC outcries, all against the heav’ns that 
Depriv’d us of a spright so perfect and so 
rare. [hide his face 

The sun his lightsom bcames did shrowd, and 
For griefe, whereby the earth feard night 
eternally : [turn'd their stream cs, 

The mountaines cachwhere shooke, the rivers 
And tir aire gan winterlike to rage and fret 
apace : | lieriu gleames. 

And grisly ghosts by night tvere seene, and 
Amid the clauds with claps of thunder, that 
did sceme [beast afeard : 

To rent the skies, and made both man and 
The birds of ill presage this lucklcssc chance 
foretold, [made man deeme 

By dernfull noise; and dogs ivitli how’ling 
Some mischief was at hand : for such they do 
estceme 

As tokens of i«i''shap, and so have done of old. 

Ah ! that thou hadst but heard his lovely 
Stella plaine [ingeheere. 

Her greevouH losse, or seene her heavie mourn- 
While she, withw'oe opprest, her sorrow'esdid 
unfold. [shoulders tw'aine ; 

Her Iftdre hung lase, neglect, about her 
And from those two bright starres to him some- 
time so deere, [fbyson dowuie 

Her heart sent drops of pearle, w^hich fell in 
Twixt lilly and the rose. She wroong her hands 
with painey , [pheere, 

And piteously fran say : ‘ My true and faithfull 
Alas, and woe is me ! why should my fortune 
^frowne 

On me thus frow^ardly to rob me of my joy ? 
What cruell envious band hath taken thee 

. A [stay?. 

AadVith thee my content, my comfort, and inv 
Thou onelie wast the case of trouble and annoy. 
When they did me assailc ; in thee mv hopes 


did rest. 

Alas, what now is left but grief, that night and 
Afflicts this wofull life, and with continuall 

[brest ! 

Torments ten thousand waics my mirarablc 
O greedie envious heav’n, what needed thee to 
have 

Enricht with such a iewell this unhappie age ; 
To take it back againe so soone ! Alas, when 
shall [since thy grave. 

Mine eies see ought that may content them, 
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My ondy treasure hides, the joyes of my poore 
hart! [cquall 


On Neptune warre was made by Aeolus and 
his traine, [ed th’ aire, 


As herewith thee on earth 1 liv'd, even so{Who,Iettingloose the winds, tost and tormcnt- 
Mcthinkcs it were with thee in heav'n 1 did, So that on cv’iy coast men shipwrack did 


[part, 
nth did 


abide : 

And as our troubles all we here on ea 
So reason irould that tliere of thy most happie 
state 

1 had my share. Alas, if thou my trustid^ide 
Were wont to be, how canst thou leave me thus 
alone [late, ; 

In darkncssc and astray; weake, wearic,aeso-‘ 
Plung’d in a world of woe, refusing for to take| 
Me with thee to the place of rest where thou 
art gone ! ’ [her toong ; 

This said, she held her peace, for sorrow tide 
And instecd of more words, acetnd that her 


abide, [waves. 

Or dse were swallowed up in open sea with 
And such as caihe to shoare were beaten with 
despaire. ^ [still to slide, 

The Medwaies silver streames, that wont so 
y^ere troubled nowand wrothe ; whose hidden 
hollow caves [mans eye. 

Along his banks with fog then shrowded from 
Ay Phillip did rcsownd, aie Phillip they did 
crie. [stil it craves) 

His nimphs tvere sceniko more (thogh custom 
With haifh spred to the wynd themselves to 
bath or sport. 


( therefro : ' Or with the hooke or net, barefooted wantonly, 
enteously iThe nlcasunt dantic fish to entanuleor deceive. 


eies a lake 

Of teares had bene, they flow’d sa plenteously jThe pleasant dantic fish to entangle or deceive. 
And, with her subs and sighs, th' aire round, The shepheards left their wonted places of 
about her roong. [slaine. 

If Venus, whenahe waild her deare Adonis 
Ought moov’d in thy tiers hart compassion of 


her woe, [emong. 

His noble sisters plaints, her sighes and teares 
Would sure have made thee milde, and inly 
rue her paine : • 

Aurora halfc so faire her sclfc did never show. 
When, from old Tithons lied, shec weeping did 
arise. [ of raine, 

The blinded Archer-boy, like larke in showre 
Hat bathing of his wings, and glad the time did 
spend [ faiffe eies; 

Undc" those cristall drops, which fell from her 
And at their brightest Names him proynd in 
lovely wise. [amend. 


resuT^ ^ [ merj' laves 

Their bagpipes now were still ; their' loving 
Were quite forgot ; and now their flocks men 
might perceive 

, To wander and to straie, all carelcsly neglect., 
And^n the stead of mirA and pleasure, nights 
and dayes [plaints, and monc. 

l^ught els was to be heard, but woes, com- 
But thou (0 blessed soule !) docst haply nut 
respect [pure affect, 

These teares we shead, ^jiough full of loving 
Having atRxt thine eyes on that most glorious 
throne, [reignes; 

Where full of majestic the High Creator 
In whose bright shining face thy Joyes are all 
complete, [alwaies one. 


Yet, sorie for her grief, which he could not, Whose love kindles thy spright; where happie 
The gentle boy gan wipe her eies, and clear, Thou liv’st in blis tliat earthly passion never 
those litrhts. * 


those lights, 

Those lights through which his glory and his 
conquests shine. , 

The Graces tuckt her hair, which hung like 
threds of gold. 

Along her y vorie brest, the treasure of delicts. 
All things with her to w'eep, it seemed, diacn- 
cline, [stones so cold. 

The trees, the hills, the dales, the caves, the 
The aire did help them moume, with dark 
clouds, raine, and mist. 

Forbearing many a day to cleaic itselfc againe; 
Which made them eftsoones fcaie the dales of | 
Pirrha shold [untwist 

Of creatures SNile the earth, their fatall threds 
For Fluebus gladsome raies were wished for in 
vainc. 

And with her quivering light Latonos daughter 
faire, [mans guide. 


Staines ; [tar sweete 

Where from the purest spring the sacred Nee- 
ls thy continuall driuke; Where thou doest 
gather now 

Of well emploied life th’ inestimable gaincs, 
There Venus on thee smiles, Apollo gives thee 
place, [bow. 

And Mars in reverent wise doth to thy vertue 
And decks his fiery sphere, to do thee honour 
most. 

In higbestport whereof, thy valour for to grace, 
A chure of gold he sets to thee, an 4 there doth 
tell [boast 

Thy noble acts arew, whereby even they that 
Themselves of auncient fame, as Pirrhua 
HanniboU, 

Sdpio, and Cmsar, with the rest that did excdl 
I In martiall prowesse, high tliy glorie do ad- 
I mire. [taU, 


And Charles-wainc eke refus’d to be the ship- {All haile, therefore, O w'urthie Phillip immor* 
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Theflowre of Sydncyes race, the honour of thy 
name! * [aspire, 

Whose worthie praise to sing, thy Muhcs not 
Lut surroAvfull uiid sad these teuies to thee let 
fall; 


Yet wish their verses might so tarre and wide 
thy fame 

Extend, that envies rage, nor time, might end 
I lie same. 


r 


» 


(, 

A PASTORAL!. AEGLOUUK 


UIf>N rilK 


DEATH OF SIR VhJDLIP SIDNEY, KNIGHT, ETC. 


rol.m. 

i.\coN. I Doth IIS invite to nialve a sail eon -oil ; [theirs, 

w’ell fits ih^adcheare this sad stownd, Come, let us joyne our n.iuiiiiliill song with 


This wofiill stow lid, A\ herein all things com- 
plaine 

This great misha|), this greovouslosseof owres. 
nearest thou the OriAvn V How with iKillow 
sow rid 


Gnefe will eiuliLe, and soirow will enloree. 
Thy voice ; and lieeho will our words report . 
Lyctm. Though my rude i vines ill w’ltli ihy 
veises frame, " 

That others f^j-re exeell, yet will I force 


Ho slides away, and murmuring doth plainr^ I My selfe to answ'crc ihee the he^t I enii, f name. 
And seeines t(i say unto the fading tlowTOs, lAnd honor my base w'ords Avith his high 

Along his baiikes, unto the bared trees, j But if my |>hiints annoy thee wheie thou sit 

riiillisides is dead. Up jolly swaine, In seerel.\shade or cave* ; vouchsafe (0 Pan) 

Thou that with skilrcaiist tune a dolefull lay, I'o pardon me, and hear this hard eoiistrami 
Help him to mourn. My hart with grief doth With ijiatience while 1 sing, and piUie it. 

freeso, ;And eke ye rurall Muses, that do dwell 

Hoarse is my voice wdth crying, else a part , In these w'llde woods ; ii ever piteous plaint 
.Sure would 1 bcare, though rude : but, as 1 may,' We did enditc, or taught a wofull minde 
With sobs and sighes 1 scctmd w'ill thy song, j With words of jiure allect his griefe to Udl, 
And so expresso the sorrowes of my hart. Instruct me now'. Now, Colin, then goe on, 
Cohn. Ah Ljeon, Lycon ! what need skill, 'And 1 W'll'. follow thf'c, though farre behinde, 
to teach [ long I Colin. Phillisidcs is dead. O harmfull death, 

A grieved rayud^iowrc forth his plaints ? how' jO deadly harmc I Uiihappie Alhion, 

Hath the |)orc turtle gouto school (wrccneJStiWhefishalt thou see, emong thy shei>heards all. 

tliouj [ each \ Any so .sage, so iHirfect V Whom uiiiieat h 

To learne to mnnrnc her lost make ! No, no, jEnvic could touch for vwrtiioiis life and skill ; 

I waile. GiA teoiis, valiant, and liherall. 


Creature by nature can tell how to 

Secst not these docks, how sad they wander ‘ Behold the sacred Pule-s, where with haire. 

now' y j Untrust she sitts, in .shade, of yonder lull. 

Seemeth their leaders bell their bleating tunes, And her fairc face, bent sadlv dowiie, doth send 

, ■ i ;i. _ l:.— i 1 I A ji i ..r ^ i ^ . . ... 


1 n doleful! sound. Like him, not one doth faile 
With lianmiig head to .shewr a heavle cheare. 
What birir(l jiray Ihcel hast thou seen, that 
prunes 

Himsclfe of late ? did any cheerfull note 
Come to thine earcs, or gladsome sight appeare 
Unto UiLiie eies, since that same fatull howre ? 
Hath not tJic aii-c put on his inuiiniing coat, 
And testified liis grief with ,'iowing teures ? 
Sith then, it seemeth each thing to his puwre 


A lloud of teares to batlic the cartli ; and t here 
Doth call the hcav’ns dcspiglitfull, envious, 
Cnndl his fate, that made so short an end 
Of that same life, well w'orthie to have bene 
Prolonged wdth many ycai-es, happie and 
famous. 

The Nymphs and Oreades her round about 
Do sit lamenting on the grassie grciie ; 

Aud with shrill cries, beating their whitest 
brests, 
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Accuse the dircrall dart that death sent out | With his sweet caroling, which could asswage 
To give the fatall stroke. The starres they 'Jlie fiercest w'rath of Tygrc or of Heare : 

blame, * Ye Silvaiis, FaMiies, and Satyres, thatemnng 

Tliat dcate or carelessc scerae at their request. 'Fhese thickefa oft have daunst after Ids pijie ; 
The pleasant shade of stately groves they sliun ; Ye Nymphs and Nayadcs with golden heare 
Tltey leave their cristall springs, where they That oft Imvc left your purest eristall springs 
w'oni frame " To hearken tojiis ia\ cs, that coulden wipe 

Sweet bowres of Myrtcl twigs and Lawnd fairc, Away all grieic and sorrow from your harts ! 
TosportthemselvesfrccfnnnthescorchmgSun. Alas! Avho now is left that like hnn sings? 
And now the hollow caves where horror darkc Wlicn shall you heare againe like harmonic? 
Doth dwell, whence banisht is the gladsome So sweet a sownd who tf> you now imparts 
aire, [ their time Loe where engraved by his hand yet lives 

They seeke ; and tliere^in mourning spend The name of Stella in yonder bay tree. 

With wailfull tunes, whiles wolves do howle llappie name ! happie tree I fliirc may vou 
and barke, ^ gvow, • [ gives 

And seem to heare a bourdon to their plaint. And sj^cd your sacred branch, which honor 
Lycon. Phillisides is dead. O dolefull ryme! To famous lOmperors and I’oels crowne. 

Why should luy toong expresse thee? who is Unbaiipic flock that wander scat trod now, 

left Wliat marvell if through gi ief e woxeii leane, 

Now to uphold thy hopes, wheff tliev do faint, Forsake your food, and hang 3'our heads 
Lycon, unfortunate ! What spiteful! fate, adownc ! 

Whaf lucklesse dastinic, hath thee bereft For such a shepheard ne^r shall .vou guide, 

Of thy chief comtert, of thy onely slay ! Whose parting hath of weak* bereft you clcane. 
Where is become thj' w'ontwl happie state, Lycon. Phillisides is dead. O hap.pie s]»riLc, 
(Alas!) wherein through man j* a hill and dale. That now in he.nv’n with blessed smiles doest 
Through pleasant woods, and many an un- , bide. _ [above, 

kiioivne wa.v, Looke down a wdiileTrom where thou sitst 

Along the bunkos of man.v sm^er streames, And see how' busic shepheanis be to cuditc 
Thou with him j'odcst; and with him didst scale iSad songs of grief, their sorrowes to declare, 
The craggie rocksof th* Alpes and Appenine! And gratefull memory of their kimd love. 

Still with the Muses sporting, while those Behold my selfc vritli Colin, gentle swaine, 

Of vertue kindled in his noble brest, [beames (Whose lerned muse tl»u cherisht most why- 
Which after did so gloriousl}’ forth sl^inc ! Icarc,) 

But (woe is me !) the.y now .vquenched are Where w^c, tin' name recording, seeke to ease 
All siiddeinly, and death hath them opprest. The inward torment and tormenting painc, 
Loe, father Neptune, with sad countenance. That thj' departun* to us both bath brcd ; 

How he sitts mourning on the strond now bare, Ne can each others sorrow j'et appease. 
Yonder, Avhere th’ Ocean with his rolling waves Behold the fountains now left desolate, 

The white feete washtth (wailing this mis- And witlired grasse with cypres bougluw lie 
chance) ^ spred; ' [strew; 

Of Dover cliffes. His sacred sV:irt abqul Behold these floiircs which on thy grave we 
The sea-gods all are set ; from their moist caves Which faded, shew the gi vcR faded state, [' pure) 
All for his comfort gathered there they be. (Though eke they shew their len'ent zeale and 
The Thamisrich, the Humber rough and Whose oucly comfort on thy welfare grew. 

'I'hc fruitfull Seveme, with the rest are^o^e Whose praiers importune shall the heav’ns for 
To helpe their lord to mourne, and eke to see That, to thy ashes, rest they may assure ; [aj-. 
The dolefull sight, and sad pomj) funcrall, That leamedst sheidieards honor mai’ thy name 
Of the dead corps passing through his king- With yeerly praises, and the Nymphs alway 
dome. [crown’d. Thy tomb inaj' deck with fresh and sweetMt 

And all their heads, with Cypres gyrlonds flowres ; 

With wofull shrikes salute liim great and And that for ever may endure t^' fame. 

small. (hlin. The sun (lo !) hastiied hath his face 

Fke wailfull Eccho, forgetting her deare to steep [showres 

Narcissus, their last accents doth resownd. In wrestem waves ; and th’ aire with stormy 
Colin. Pfaillisidcs is dead. O lucklesse age! Wames us to drive homewards our silly sheep: 
O widow world ! O brookes and fountains Lyoon, lett’s rise, and take of them keep. 

cleerc ! Virtute snmma : castnra fortuna 

O hills, O dales, O woods ! that oft have rong L. B» 
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. AN ELEGIE, 

OR r 

FRIENDS PASSION, fOll HIS ASTP.OPHEL. 


WRlTTliX IIIHIN THE DEATH OF THK UIf.lIT IIONOIIKAHMC 


rsill PHILLIP SIDNEY, KNIGHT, 

c 

LORD GOVERNOUR OF FLUSIIIXG. 


( T/n's Poetn was written hy Matthnv Jtoydon.') 


As tlieii, iiiMviiule at all flicrc blew, 

No swelliii}' cloudc C 'cloid the aire ; 

The skic, like f^lnsse of watehet hew, 
Rejected Phnebus f'olden hairc ; 

The garnvsht tree no pendant, stird, 

No voice was heard ante bird. 

There mipflit you sec the burly Bearc, 
The Lion kin'ji, the Elephant"; 

'rhe maiden IJmcomc was there, 

So uas Actcons liomed plant. 

And what of wildc or lame are found. 
Were eoucht in ord^T on the ground. 

Alcide.s speckled poplar tree. 

The palmc that Monarchs do obtaine, 
With love-juice staind the inulberie, 

The fruit that dewes the poets brainc ; 
And PJiilli.s philbert there away, 
Comparde with mirtle and the bay. 

The tree that coffins doth adome, 

With stately height tbreatning the skic ; 
And, for the bed or love forlorrie. 

The blackeaiid dolefull cbonie: 

All in a circle compast were, 

Like to an ampitheatcr. 

Upon the branches of those trees, 

The airie-winged peojde sat, 
Distinguished in od (legrces ; 

One sort is this, another that, ^ 

Here Philgmell, that knowes full well. 
What force and wit in love doth dwell. 

The skie-bred Egle, roiall bird, 

T’erclit there upon an oke above; 

The Turtle by him never stird, 

Example of immortall love. 

• The Swan that sings almut to dy, 
Leaving Meander stood thereby. 


And. that which was of woondcr most. 
The PluKiiix left sweet rabic ; 

And, on a CaMlnr in this coast. 

Built up her tembe of spicerie. 

As I conjecture, by the same 
Preparde to take her dying tiainc. 

In midst and'ieenter of this plot, 

1 saw one groveling on the grasse ; 

A man or stone, I knew not that : 

No stone; ol man the figure was, 

And yet. 1 could not count him one, 
More I hail the image made of stone. 

At Irfhgth T might perceive him reare 
His bodie on liis elbow end : 

Earthly and pale with gastly chearc, 
Upon his knees he ujiward tend, 

Seeming like one in uncouth stouiid, 
'I’o be ascending gut the ground. 

A grievous sigh forthwith he throwes, 

As might have tome the vital! strings ; 
Theh down his checks the teares so flows, 
As doth the streamc of many springs. 

So thunder rends the cloud in twainc, 

, cVnd makes a passage for the raine. 

Incontinent, with trembling sound; 

He wofully gan to complaine ; 

Such were the accents as might wound, 
And tcare a diamond rockc in twaiiie : 
After liis throbs did somewhat stay, 
Thus heavily he gan to say : 

O suniie ! (said he) seeing the sunne, 

On wretched me why dost thou shine? 
My star is falne, my comfort done. 

Out is the apple of'my cine : 

Shine upon those possesse delight, 

And let me live in eiidlesse night. 
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0 griefe that lient upon my soule. 

Ah hoavie as a mount of lead, 

The remnant of my life controll, 

Consort me quickly with the dead ; 

llalfie of this hart, this sprite, and will, 
Di’de in the brest of Astrophill. 

And you, compassionate of my wo, 

(icntlo birds, beasts, and shadie trees, 

1 am asBurde ye long to kno * 

What be the sorrowes me agreev’s ; 

• Listen ye then to that insu’th. 

And heare a tale of tearea and ruthe. 

You knew, who knew not Astrophill? 
tThat I should live to say I knew, 

And have not in possession still !) 

Things knowne permit me to renew ; 

Of him you know his merit such, 

I cannot say, you heare, too 0nuch. 

Within these woods of Arcadie 
He chiefe delight^and pleasure tnokc, 

And on the mountaine Parthcnic, 

Upon the chr>'stall liquid baooke. 

The Muses met him ev’ry day 

That taught him sing, to write, and say. 

When he descended downc t«ithc mount, 
His personage seemed most divine, 

A thousand graces one mi^ht count 
Upon his lovely cheerfull einc ; 

To heare him speake and sweetly smile, 
Yon were in Paradise the while. 

A sweet attractive kindc of grace, * 

A full assurance given by lookes, 

Cuntinuall comfort in a face. 

The lineaments of Gospell booker ; 

] trowe that countenance cannot lie^ 
Whose thoughts arejegible in the eie. 

Was never eie did see that face, 

Was never eare did heare that tong, • 

Was never mindc did raindc his gracdj 
Tliat ever thought the travell long ; 

Put eics, and earos, and ev'ry thought, 
Were with his sweete ficrfcctions caugUt>| 

O God, Lhat such a worthy man, 

In whom so rare desarts did raigne. 

Desired thus, must leave us than. 

And we to wish for him in vaine ! 

O could the stars that bred that wit, 

In force no longer fixed sit ! 

Then being fild with learned dew. 

The Muses willed him to love ; 

That instrument can aptly shew, 

How finely our conceits will move : 

As Bacchus opes dissembled harts, 

So Love sets out our better parts. 


Stella, a Nymph within this -wood, 

Most rare and rich of heavenly blis, 

The highest in his fancie stood, 

And she could well demerite this : 

Tis likdy they acquainted soonc ; 

He was a Sun, and she a Moonc. 

Our Astrophill did Stella love ; 

O Stella, vaunt of Astrophill, 

Albeit thy graces gods may move, 
m Where wilt thou finde an Astrophill ! 

The rose and lillie have their prime. 
And BO hath beautie but a time. 

Although th^ beautie do exceed, 

In common sight of av’ry eie. 

Yet in his Poesies when’wc reede. 

It is apparent more thereby. 

He that hath love and judgement too 
Secs more than any other doo. 

Then Astrophill hath honord thee ; 

For W'hcn thv bodic is ctptinct. 

Thy f^rnces shall cternall be 
And live by vertue of his iiike ; 

For by his verses he doth give 
Yo short-livde beau^e aye to live. 

Above all others this is hec, 

^Which erst approoved in his song, 

That love and lionor might agree. 

And that pure love will do 110 wTong. 
8weet saints ! it is no sinne nor blame, 
To love a man of veftuous name. 

Did never love so sweetly breath 
In any mortall brest before, 

Did never Muse inspire beneath 
A Poets braine with finer store : 

He wrote of love with high nnnetut. 
And beautie reard above her height. 

Then Pallas afterward attyrde 
Our Astrophill with her ^vice. 

Whom in his armor heaven admyrde. 

As of the nation of the skies ; 

He sparkled in his armes afarrs. 

As he were dight with fieric starrs. 

j The blaze whereof when Mars beheld, 

I ^n envious eie doth sec afar,) 

Such majestie (quoth he) is secld. 

Such njajestie my mart may mar ; 
Perhaps this mav a suter be, , 

To set Mars by This deitie. 

In this surmize he made widi spende 
An iron cane, w'hercin he put 
Tlie thunder that in cloiides do breedc 
The fiaine and bolt togithcr shut 
AVith jirivie force burst out againe. 
And so our Astrophill was slaine. 



ylAT ELEGIB. 


[L. 181-234. 


57t> 


I'his word (was slaine) straightH a}' did move, 
And natures inward life strings twitch ; 

The skie immediately above 

Was dimd >>ith hideous clouds of pitch, 

The wrastling winds from out the ground 
Fild all tlie airc with ratling sound. 

I’he bending trees exprcstti gronc. 

And sigh’d the sorrow of his fall ; 

Tlie forresf beasts made ruthfull mone, 

The birds did tune their mourning call, ^ 
And I’hiloincll for Astrophill * 

Unto her notes annext a philL 

Tlie Turtle dove with tunes of ruthe 
Shewd feeling passion of his death ; 

Me thought she sai^, 1 tell thee truthe, 

AV'as never be that drew in brcani 
Diito his love moie triistie found, 

Than he for whom our gi iefs abound. 

The swan, that was in presence hccre, 
Began his funerall dirge to sing : 

(lood things (qiilth he) mav scarce apjH'crt^ 
But passe away with speedie wing. 

This mortall life as death is ti ide. 

And death gives life ; and so he di'de. 

The genprall somRv that was made, * 
Among the creatures of each kinde, 

Fired the Pluenix where she laide, . 
Her ashes flying with tlie winde. 


So as 1 might with reason see, 

’J'hat such a Thcenix nerc should bee. 

Haply the cinders, driven about, 

May breedc an offspring iicere t hat kinde 
But hardly a pcere to tliat, 1 doubt ; 

It cannot Vinkc into my minde, 

I'hal. under branches' ere can bee ' 

Of worth and value as the tree. 

I'hc Egle markt with pearciiig sight 
The mouriifull habite of the place, 

And i>arled thence with mounting flight 
To sigiiifie to Jove the case. 

What sorrow nature doth sustainc 
For Astrophill by envie slaine. 

And while 1 followed with mine cic 
The flight the Egle upward tooke. 

All thiii{» did vanish by and by, 

And dis^l^iearcd from iny looke : 

The trees, beasts, birds, and grove w'as 
gone ; r 

So was the friend that made thi*! nioiic. 

ft 

I'his spectacle, had firmly wrought 
A deepe compassion in niy spriglit ; 

My molting liart issude, me thought, 

In' stream^ forth at mine nes aright : 

And here in|r pen is forst to shriiikc, 

My tcarcs discullur so mine inke. 


c 

AN EPITXPH 

UPON THE TIGHT HONOURABLE 


SIR PHILLIP SIDNEY, KNIGHT, 

I.OKU GOVERNOR OF FLUSHING. 


• (7%e Authors of tht two faUowin{t jwems arc unknown.) 


To praise thy ]if(*, or waile thy worthie death, Dranne >vas thy race aright from princely 
And want thy wit, I hy wit high, pii re, divine, line ; ' \ gave, 


Is far beyond the powre of mortall line, 

Nor anv one hath worth that draweth breath. 


iNmr lesse than such, (by gifts that nature 
j The common mother that all (Teat urcs have,) 


^'et rich in zeale, though poore in learnings vertue sliow, and luincely linage shine. 


lore, 

And friendly care obscurde in secret brest, 
And love ^lat envie in thv life supjirest. 

Thy decre life done, and death, hath doubled 
more. 

And T, that in thy time, and living state, 

Bid oncly praise thy vertues in ray thought. 
As one that seeld the rising sun hath sought, 
With words and tearcs now waile tliy time- 
le.ssc fate. 


j A king gave thee tby iiuiue ; a kingly niindc, 
Tliat Hod thee gave, who found it now too 
decre 

For this base world, and hath resumdc it neere. 
To sit in skies, and sort with powres divine. 

Kent ihv birth daies, and Oxford held thy 
youth; [nor time; 

'The heavens mode hast, and staid nor yeers, 
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'J'Ik> fi mis of j»#;e i;n;w ripe in thy first prime, What hatii he lust, that such great grace liath 
Thy will, Ihy words ; thy words the seiUes of woon V f sure 

truth. Yoong y ceres for eudlra yecrcs, and hope un- 

,, .ft I • I ■ 1 1 4i Of fortunes gifts for wealth that still sliall 

(ireal gifts and wisedoin rare implo5’d thee dure- 

t hence, [kings; , jjjjj,pic race with so great praises run. 

To treat Iroin kings with those more great than ‘‘ t? 1 

Such hope men had to lay the highest things Kngland dotl^hold thy liins that bred the 

On thy wise }’Outh, to be* transported Imncc ! same, 

• I Maunders thv valurc whore it last Avas tried, 
Whence to shariie wars sweet honor did thee^The Campe thy sorrow where thy bodic died ; 

■ call. Thy friends, thv want ; the world, thy vevtues 

Thy countries love, religion, and thy friends : fame. 

Of worth V men the marks, tlie lives, and .. ■ , 1 , 

r iNations thy wit, our mindes lay up thy love; 

*' T ^ T 4-lkvr lAAVniVkfw 4*l-k-«r 1/kAra* 4 /k 


And her difence, fer whom we labor all “‘y l<an>>nB, losse, yecres long to 

egpie; 

There didst thou vanquish shame and tedious In wortliy harts sorrow hath made thy tombe; ; 

age, (might: I Thy souk* and spnght enrich the heavens 

tiriefe, sorrow, sickiies, and hasc fortunes above. 

I by rising day saw never wofuTl night, q'jiy lil, grail hart iinbalinod in grntefull tearc^, 

Jiut jiast with praise from ot this worldly yoong siglies, sweet sighes, sage sighes, bu- 
stage. • waile thv lall . • 

llaek t<. the .•aiiipe, bv *ee that dav was £»yie her sting, and spile, hath Icfe her gall ; 

lirouoht * [Yanie *1 a mourning garment weares. 

First thine owno death, and after thy long Thj^t day their llanniball died, unrScipio fell ; 
Teares to the soldiers, the uroiul Castilians Scipio, Cicero, and PetAreh of our time ! [rime, 
shame, * Whose vertues, wounded by iiiy worlfilesse 

Vertuc oxprest, and honor truly taught. i^et Angels speakc, and heaven thy [iraises toll. 


ANOTHEE OE THE SAMR 

Sii/'-NOE auginciHelh grief, writing oncreaaeth He, onely like himselfc, was second unto none, 
rage, [ the wonder of our age ; Whose deth (though life) wc rue, and wrong, 

Staid are my thoughts, which lov’d, and lost, mul al in vain do nione: 

Yet quickned now with fire, though dead with Their losse, not him, waile they, that fill the 
frost ere now, [quick, 1 know not how. | world with cries ; [ladder to the skies. 

Kiirag’dc 1 write, I Wiow not what: dead, [Death slue not him, hut he made death his 

Hard harted mindes relent, <-ind rigors teares^ Now sink c of sorrow 1 , who live; the more the 
abound, [no fault she found;! Avrong; Fibred is al to long, 

And envie strangely rues his end, ifl Avhom , Who Avishing death, Avliom deth denies, whose 
KnoAvledge her light hath lost, auIot hath! Who tied to Avretched life, who lookes for no 
staiiie her kuight; [Avorhls delight. I reliefe, { ending griefe. 

Sidney IS dead, dead is my friend, deadff* the I Must sficnd rny CA'er dying duies in never 

Place pensive Aiv-nilcs his fall, Avhosc presence! Harts ease and oiioly J, like parallels run on, 
was her jiridc; [my spring tidc:jAVhose equall length keep eqiiull brcdlh, and 

Time crieth out. My ebbe is come; his life Avasl never meet 111 one ; [ sorrowes cell, 

Fame jiioumes in that she lost the ground ofj Yet fo( not wronging him, my Llioughts, iny 
her rc^iorts; [sundry' sorts. , Shall not run out, though leak^they will, to 

Kch living wight laments his la^e, and all in, liking him so well. 

He was (wo worth that word!) to ech well FareAvell to you, my hopes, my Avoiited Avaking 
thinking minde [vertue ever shinde,' dreames ; [ thy beames ! 

A spotlessc friend, a matchles man, whose Farewell, sometimes enjoyed joy ; eclipsed are 
Declaring in his thoughts, his life, and that Farewell selfc pleasing thoughts Avhich quiet- 
he Avnt, [ deepest Aumrks of wit. ncs brings foorth; [minds of woorth. 

Highest conceits^ longest foresights, and! And farewelltieiidships sacred league, uniting 
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And farewell meiy hart, the gift of guiltleasej Now rime, Uie auime of rage, which art no kin 
mindes, * [assignee ; to skill, [^nowes not how to kill, 

And all sports, which, for lives re8U)re, varietie And endlese griefe, which deads my life, yet 
Let all, that sweete is, voyd; in me no mirth Go, seeke that haples torabe ; which if ye hap 
may dwell: [ content, farewell ! to finde, [so good a mindc. 

Phillip, the cause of all this woe, niy lives Salute the stones, that keep the lims that held 


r 


AMORETTI AND EPITHALAMION. 


WRITTEN NOT LONG SINCE RY 

EDMUNDE SPENSER. 


TO THE moilT WOllSHirFULt. 

• 

SlPt llOBAKT NEEDHAM, lv,NIGHT. 

Sir, to gratulate your safe return from ^re- i her former perfection long w'ished for in 
laud, I had nothing Ho*ieadie, nor thought any! ISnglande, nowo at the length crossing the 
thing so mcete, as these sweete conceited Seas in your * nippy coinpanyc, (though to 
Sonets, the deede of that wel desendng gcn«lyour selfc unknownej scemeth to make clioyse 
tleman,maistcr Edmond Spenser: w'hose name, of you, us mcetest to give her deserved 
sufficiently w'arranting the worthinesse of the;coantenauncc, after her retnume: entertaine 
work, I do more <^nfidently presume to her, then, (Right worshipfull) in sortc licst be- 
publish It in his absence, under your name, to seeming your gentle minrlc, and her merite, 
whom (in iiiy poore opinion) the patronage^ and talre in worth luy good will heroin, who 
therof doth in some resides properly appOT-j seeke no more but to shew my sidfc your?* in 
tainc. For, besides your judgement and de- all dutiful! aflcction. 

lighte in learned poesie, this gentle Muse, for W. P. 


TO THE AUTHOK. 

« 

DARKh is the tlaijj when PJurbus face is Ah ! Colin, whether on the lowly plaine, 

shrowded. Piping to shephenls thy stveete rnuudehtes: 

And weaker sights may wander soone astray ; Or^ether singing, in some lofty mine, 

But, when they see his glorious raies unclowded, lleroich deedes of jtast or present dates ; 

With steddy steps they keepe the perfect way : Or whether in thy lovely mistns praise’ 

So, while this Muse inforravne landes doth stay, Thou list to exercise thy learned quill \ 

Invention weepes, and pens are cast aside ; Thy muse hath got such qrace and vtmer to ‘ 
The time, like night, deprivd of chearefujl day; please, ^ 

And few do typite, hut {ah!) too soonemayduU. With rare invention, bewiified hy skill 
Then, hie thee home, that art our perfect guide, As who therein can ever joy die\r fill ' 

And with thy wit illustrate Englands fame, O / therefore let that hntmy muse proceede 
Dawnting thereby ourneighhauresauncient pride. • To clime the height of Vertues eacred hill 
That do, for poesie, chaUendm cheefest name : i Where entiles hommr shall he made thy meede • 

8o we that live, and ages that mcceede, ] Because no malice of succeeding dates 
With great appUinoe thy learned works shall j Can rase those records of thy UisUna praise 
reede. G. W. Senior. | ^ G W I®* 
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I Fresh Love, that long hath slept in checrlesse 

Happy, ye leaves ! when as those lilly hands, bower, 

Which hold my life in their dead-doing might, Wils him awake, and soone about him digl't 
Shall handle you, and hold in loves soft bands, His wanton wings and darts of deadly poAver. 
Lyke captives trembling at the victors sight. For lusty Spring now in his timely howre 
And happy lines! on which, with starry light. Is ready to come forth, him to receive; 

Those lamping eyes Avill deigne sometimes to Andwames the Earth with diversrcolord flowre 
look, To decke hir selfe, and her faire mantle weave. 

And reade the sorroAvcs of my dying spr^ght, Then you, faire flowre I in whom fresh youth 
Written with tcares in harts close-bleeding tloth raine, 


book. 

Arid happy lymes ! bath’d in the sacred brooke 
Of Helicon, whence she derived is ; 

When ye behold that Angels blessed looke. 

My soules long-lacked foode, my heavens blis ; 
Leaves, lines, and rymes, seeke her to please 
alone. 

Whom if ye please, I care for other none ! 

II a 

Unquiet thought! whom at the first I bred 
t)f th’ inward bale^of my love-pined hart ; 

And sitheus have with sighes and horrowes fed. 
Till greater then my wombe^hou woxcu art: 
Briuike forth at length out of the inner part. 

In which thou lurkest Ivke to vipers brood ; 
And seeke some succour both to ease my smart, 
And also to sustayne thy selfe%ith food. 

But, if in presence of that fayrest proud 
Thou chance to come, fall lowly at her feet ; 
Ami, with meeke humblesscand afflicted mood. 
Pardon for thee, and grace lor me. intreat : 
Wliicli if she graunt, then live, and my love 
clierish : f perish. 

If not, die soone ; and I with thee will 

HI 

Tlie soverayiie beauty which I doo admyre, 
Witnesse tlie world hoiv worthy to be prayzed ! 
The light whereof hath tindlcd heavenly fyre 
In iny fraile spirit, by her from basenesse 
raysed ; Fdazed, 

That, being now Avith her huge brigntnesse 
Base tiling I can no more endure to A'iow; 
But, looking still on her, 1 stand amazed 
At wondrous sight of so celestial! hew. plaw. 
So Avhen my toung would speak lier jiraises 
It stopped is with thoughts astonishment ; 
And, when my pen would write her titles true, 
It ravisht is with fancies wonderment : 

ITet in my hart 1 then both speake and Avritc 
The Avonder that my wit cannot endite. 

IV 

New yeare, forth looking out of Janus ^''nfe, 
IJoth seeme to promise hope of new delight : 
And, bidding th’ old Adieu, his passed date 
Bids all old thoughts to die in dumpish spright: 
An^ calling forth out of sad Winters night 


* Prepare your selfe new love to eiitertaine, 

* V 

Buddy thou Avrongest my dcare harts desire. 

In finding fault Avith bar too portly priile : 

The thin^ which I doo most in her admire. 

Is of the world unworthy most envide : 

For in those lofty lookes is close implide. 

Scorn of base things, and sdeigne of foiile dis- 
honor : 

Thretning rash eics which ^aze on her so wide, 
That loosely they ne darAo looke upon her. 
Such pride is praise ; such portlinessc is 
honor ; 

That boldned innocence beares in hir eies ; 
And4ier faire countenance, like a goodly ban- 
Spreds in defiaunce of all enemies. [m r, 

^ Was neA-^er in this world ought Avorthytride, 
Without some spark of such self-pleasing 
pride. 

Be nought dismayd that her unmoA'ed mind 
Doth still persist*in her rebellious pride : 

Such love, not lyke to lusts of baser kynd, 

I'fhc harder wonne, the tinner will abide. 

'fhe durefull Oake, whose sap is not yet dride, 
Is long ere it conceive the kindling fyre ; 

But, Avhen it once doth burne, it dotli divide 
Crieat heat, and makes his flames to heaven 
So hanl it is to kindle neAV desire [aspire. 
In gentle brest, that shall endure for ever : 
Deepe is the Avouiid. that dints the parts entire 
With chast affects that naught but death can 
sever ; 

Then thinke not long in taking litlc painc 
To knit the knot, that CA*er shall rcmainc. 

VII 

Fayrc e>es ! the myrrour of my mazed hart, 
Wiiat Avondrous A'ertue is contayod in you, 
The which both lyfe and death forth from you 
Into the object of vour mighty view V [dart. 
For, Avhen ye mildly looke with lovely heAv, 
Then is my soulc Avith life and loA'e inspired : 
But when ye lowre, or looke on me askew. 
Then doe I die, as one uith lightning fyred. 
But, since that lyfe is more then death desyied. 
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Looko ever lovely, ajs becomes you best ; 

I'Uat your briglit beams, of iin’ weak eies 
admyred, 

May kindle living tire Avitliin my brest. 

Such life should be the honor of your light, 
Such death the sad cnsample of your might, 
viii • 

More then most faire, full of the living tire, 
Kindled above unlo the Maker nenv; 

No eios hut joy es. in whieli al powers conspireii 
That to the world naught else be eountecl 
dearc ; [guest 

Thrugh your bright beams doth not the blinded 
Shoot out his darts to base attections wound ; 
Jiiit Augcls come to leaA fraile luindes to rest 
In chast desires, onlieaveiily heauty%ound. 
lou frame my thoughts, and fashion me 
within; [speake; 

You stop my toung, and teach my hart lo 
You calme the storme that passion did begin, 
Strong thrugh your^aiise. but by your vertuo 
w'eak. [ never ; 

Dark is the world, where your liglit shinecl 
Well is he borne, that may behold you ever. 

px. m 

Long-w'hile 1 sought to what I might com- 
pare I sprigh^ 

Those powrcfull eies, whieh lighten my dark 
Y'et find 1 nought on earth, to wduch 1 dare 
liesemblc th’ ymage of their goodly light. 

Not to the Sun ; for tfiey doo shine b} night ; 
Nor to the Moone ; for tSey are changed never ; 
Nor to the Starres ; for they have purer sight ; 
Nor to the Fire ; for they consume not ever ; 
Nor to the Lightning; for they still perse ver; 
Nor to the Diamond ; for they aremtire tender ; 
Nor unio Cristall ; for nought may them sever; 
Nor unto (llasse; such basciiesse mought 
offend her. 

Then to the M^er selfc they likest be, 
Whose light doth lighten all that here we see. 


1^11 righteous Lord of Love, what law is this, 
That me thou makest thus tormented 
The whiles she lordeth in licentious blisse 
Of her freewill, scorning both thee and me ? 
See ! how the Tyrannesse doth joy to see 
The huge massacres which her eyes db make ; 
And humblcjft harts brings captive unto thee, 
That thou of them mayst mightii vengeance 
take, 

But her proud hart doc thou a little shake. 
And that high look, with which the doth 
• comptroll 

All this worlds pride, bow to a baser make, 
And al her faults in thy black booke eiiroU : 


That 1 may laugh at her in c(|uall sort. 

As she dutli laugh at me, and makes my 
pain her sport. 

XI 

Dayly when I do seeke and sew’ for peace. 
And hostag(“s doe offer for my truth ; ^ 

She. cruell warriour, doth hcrMdfe addresse 
'Fo battell, and the w'eary war renew'th ; 

Ne wffbe nun)v’d wdth reason, or with rew'th, 
To graunt small rcspit to my rcstlesse toile ; 
But greedily licr fell intent puurscw'tli, 

>C)f my poorc life to make unpittied spoile. 
j Yet my poore life, all sorrowes to assoyle, 

I would her yield, her w’rath to pacify': 

' But then she seeks, with torment and turmoyle. 
To force me live, and will not let me ily. 

All panic Imtli end. and every w'ar hath 
peace ; 

But mine, in price nor prayer may surcease, 
xii 

•One day I sought with lionliart-tlirillmg eies 
iTo make a truce, and tenues to entertaiue : 

■ All leaiolesse th(#i ol so false eiiiiiiies, 

Which sought me to entrap in treasons traiiic*. 
So. as I tlien disarmed did remaine, 

A wicked ambi^li witieh lay hidden long 
In the close po\T'rt of her guiletull even. 
Thence breaking forth, tlid thick about me 
throng. 

'Foo feeble I t’abidc the brunt so strong, 

VVas forst to yeeld my selle into their luinds ; 
Who, captiving streighi with rigonuis 
wrong. 

Have ever since me kept in cruell bands. 

So, Ladic, now to you I do(» coniplaine. 
Against your cics,'that justice 1 may gaine. 

^ii 

In that proud port, which her so goodly grnceth. 
Whiles her faire face she reares up to tlie skie. 
And ti^thc ground lier eie-lids low' einliaseth, 
Most gooilly temperature yc may deser^'^; 
MyUl humblessc, mixt with awfull majesty. 
For,Jooking on the earth wheiiee she was 
Hfl- mindc remembretli her mortalitie, [borne, 
Whatso is fayrest shall to earth returne. 

But that same lofty countenance sccnies to 
scome [clime; 

Base thing, and thinko how she to heaven may 
Treading downc earth an lothsome nml for 
lonip, I slime. 

Tliat hinders heavenly thoughts with drossy 
Yet lowiy still vouchsafe to looke on me; * 
Such lowlinesse .shall make you lofty be. 
XTV 

Betnumc agaync, my forces late dismayd, 
Unto the siege by you abandon’d quite,* 
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Great shame it is to leave, like one afrayd, 

So fayre a i)eece, for one repulse so light. 
Uaynst such strong castles ncedetli greater 


I'et many vrondrous things there are beside : 
The sweet eye-glaunces, that like airowes 
glide; [hart; 


might [belay :!The charming smiles, that rob sence from the 

Then those small forts which ye were wont 'The lovely pleasancc; and the lofty pride; 
Such haughty mynds, enur’d to hardy fight, Cannot expressed be by any art. [necde, 


Disdayne to yield unto the first assay. A greater craftcsmans hand thereto doth 

Bring t|^erefore all the forces tliat ye may, That can exprcsse the life of things indeed. 
And lay incessant battery to her heart;# 

Playnts, prayers, yowes, rutli, sorrow, and xviii 

. dismay ; T^'he rolling wheele that runneth often round. 

Those chgins can the proudest love c<»nvert : The hardest steele, in tract of time doth teare : 
And, if those, fuylc, lull downe and dy before And dri/.ling drops, that often doc redound, 


So dying live, and living do adore her. 


Ye tradefull Merchants, that, with weary 

h»yh‘, • Or looke with pittv on inv payneful smart ; 

Do seeke most prelious things To make your Rm, xvhen I plcade,she bids me play my part ; 
And both the Imiias of their treasure spoile; ^nd, when I weep, she saves, Teares .are but 
What needeth yoiisto seeke so farre in vaiiieV water, • 

For loe, my love doth in her .selfe contjuiie And, when I sigh, she saves, I know the art ; 
Alithis worlds riches that farre be found; And, when I waile, she'turnes hir selfe to 
If Saphyres, loe, her eies be tiaphyres plaine ; laughter. [ vaine, 


The firmest Hint doth in continuance wcare. : 
Vet cannot I, with ma«y a dropping teare 
And loiigaintreuty, soften her hartl hart ; 

That .she will once vouchsafe my plaint to 
lieare, 


If liubies, loe, hir lips be Knbics sound; 


S(f do I -n'oepe, and •vayle, and pleade in 


If Pearles, hir teeth b(« Pcarlu^ both pure and Whiles sheas steele and Hint doth still re- 
If Yvorio, her forehead Yvory weone ; [round ; mayne. 

If Cold, her locks are finest Cold on ground ; * xix 

If Silver, her fttire hands are Silver shconc : Cuekow, messenger of Spring, 

But lliat winch fam-^t is, hnt few l.ehold, .hrillhath thrise alreadv sounded. 

Her n.ind adonid wiU. verluvs manifold. ^ 

Who now is comming forth with girluud 
erouned. 


One day as I unwarily tUd g.aze With noyse w'hereof the quvre of Bvrds re- 

Oii those fayre ejes, my loves mimortall sounded 

'Die whiles my atonisht li.-irt stood in ajVAze, antliemes sweet, devized of loves prav-^e, 

fhrough sweet illusion of her lookes delight; the woods thevr ecchoes back’rel 


I mote perceive how, in*hcr glauricing sight. 
Legions of loves w'itli little wings did Hy ; 
Darting their deadly arrow es, fyry bright, 

At every rash beholder passing by. • 

One of Chose archers closely 1 did spy, 
Ayming his arrow at my very hart : 

When suddenly, vrith twincle of her eye^ • 
The Damzell broke his misintended dart 
Had she not so doon, sure 1 had lieue sluyne; 
Yet as it w'os, I liardly scap’t with ])aiiic. 


bounded, 

As if they knew the meaning of their laves. 
But mongst tliem all, wrhick did I^oves'honur 
rayse, 

No w'ord was heard of her that moat it ought; 
But she his precept proudly disobayes, 

And doth his ydlo message set at noiiglit. 
Therefore, O Love, uulesse she tunic to thee 
Ere Cuekow' end, let her a rebell be ! 


The glorious pourtraict of that Angels face. And doe mym 
Made to amaze W'eake mens coiifused skil. The wdiiles he; 
And this worlds worthlesse glory to emhuso. And tread mj 
What pen, what pencill,can exprcsse her till? And yet the J 
For thougii he colours could devize at will. And reigneth 
And eke his learned hand at pleasure guide. In his most p 


In vaine«I seeke and sew to her for grace, 

And doe myne humbled hart befof% her poure ; 
The wdiiles her foot she in my necke doth place, 
And tread my life downe iii the lowly Hoiire. 


y me downe in tne lowly noi 
Lyon that is Lord of power, 
li over every beast in fidd, 

m- A.V. i.-. Jt ' _ 


Anti okc his leamod hand at pleasure guide, |ln his mo^t pride disdeigiicth to devonre 
l.east, trembling, it his workmanship should, The silly lainbe that ^ his might doth yield, 
apill ; ! |»ut she, more cruell, and more salvage ni^dd^ 
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Then either Lyon or iho Lyonesse ; 

Shames not to be >vith guiltlessu blond de- Whose I'ruiilvsse workc is broken witli least 
fylde, wyiid. 

But taketh glorv in her crnclnesse. x\'iv 

Fayrer then fayrest ! let none ever say, j ^hat U-anties wonderment, 

Ihat ye were blooded m a yeelded pray. ^ perfection of each gornlly part ; 

' Of natures skill the onely complement ; > 

1 rxT a r A a I honor and admire the Makers art. . 

^ worke of Nature or o/^^Art, j bitter balefull smart, 

Which tern pred so the feature of her fa<M, .Which her fayre eyes uiiw^s doe work e in 
That pndc and meeknesse, mixt by e^uall part, *7 ^ 

Doe both appeared adoriie her beauties grace? death out of thevr shiiiv beames d^e dart ; 

For witli mild plcasance, which doth pride dis- j that I a new Pandora see, 

place, , , „ Whom all the Gods in conncell did agree 

She to her love doth lookers eyes allure ; sinfull world from heaven to send; 

And, w'lth stome countenance, back afaiii doth g||p wicked men a scourge should 

chace 

looser lookes that stir up lustes impure; ^vith which they did offend. 

\\ ith such strange tennes her eyes she doth gjjice.ye are iny scourge, I will in- 

mure, treat 

'Hiat, witli one looke she doth my life dismay ; ^hat for my faults ve wiU me gendy beat. 
And with another dClh it streight recure ; .f . ^ o 

Her smile me drawes ; her frowne me drives 

Thua“S she traine and teach me mth'h^r How long shall this lyke dying lyfe endure, 


Such labour like the Spyders web I fynd. 
Whose fruitlesse worke'is broken with least 


Such art of eyes 1 i^ver read in bookes » And know no end of her owne inysery, 

But ivast and wenre away m termes unsure, 
XXII Twixt feare anK hope depending doubtfully ! 

This holy season, fit to fast and prav, * ^et better were attonce to let me die. 

Men to devotion ought to be inclvnd; And shew the last ensample of your pride ; 

Therefore, I lykewise, on so holy ‘day, '1,’l^en to torment me thus with cruelty, 

For my sweet Saynt Aime service fit will find. prove your powre, which I too well have 
Her temple fayre is built i^ithiii my mind, tride. 

In which her glorious ymage placed is ; l^ut yet if in your hardned brest ye hide 

On which my thoughts doo day and night A close intent at last to shew me grace ; 

attend. Then all the ivoes and ivrecks ivhich I abide, 

Lvkc sacred priests that never thinkc amisse! As moancs oi blis.se I gladly wil embrace;^ 
I’liei e I to her, as th’ author of my blisse, And wi.sh that more and greater they might 

Will builde an altar to appease her j're ; 1>®> c 

.\iul on the same my liart will sacrifisc, l^l^ttt greater mcede ut last may tunve to mee. 

Burning in flame^of {mre and cliast desyre: 

The which voumsafe, O ^oddesse, to accept, • xxvi 

Amongst thy deerest relicks to be kept. Sweet is the Rose, but gruwes upon a hrere ; 


Amongst thy deerest relicks to be kept. oweet is the Rose, but gruwes upon a hrere ; 

Sweet is the .Iuiii|iere, but sharpe his bough ; 
Swe^ is the Rglantine, but pricketh ncre ; 

Penelope, for her UlLsses sake. Sweet is the Firbloome, but liis ^uunche 

Deviz’d a Web her ivooers to deceave ; is rough ; 

In which the worke tliatsheall day did make. Sweet is the Cypresse, but his rynd is tough; 
The same at night she did againe unreave : Sweet is the Nut, but bitter is his pill; 

Such subtile craft my Damzell dotli «onceave. Sweet is the Bruome-flowre, but yet sowre 
Th’ importuae suit of my desire to shonne: enough ; 


For all that I in many da^'os doo v^eave, 
In one short hourc I find by her undonne. 
Ko, when I thinke to end that I begonne, 

I must begin and never bring to end : 


And sweet is Moljr, but his root is ilL 
So every sweet with sourc is tempred still, 
That maketh it be coveted the more : 


I must begin and never bring to end : For eosie things, that may be got at will, 

For with one looke she spils that long Isponne; Most sorts of men doe set but nttle store* 

'And with one word my whole years work Why then should I accoumpt of little {laine. 
doth Tenth ^ I That endlesse pleasure sba U unto me 1 
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XXVII 

Faire Proud ! now tell me, wliy should fair© 
be proud, 

Sith all worlds glorie is but drosse unclean©, 
And in the sliadcof death it solfc shall shroud, 
However now thereof ye little M'oene ! 

That goodly Idol], noAv so gay bcsccnc, 

Shall dolfc her fleshes borrow'd fayre attj're, 
And be forgot as it had never bccne; • 

That many now much worship and admire ! 
Ne any then shall after it inquire, • 

Nc any mention shall thereof remaine. 

But what this verse, that never shall expyre. 
Shall to your purchas with her thanklos pa'ine! 
Faire ! be no lenger proud of thntshall perish; 
But that, which shall you make immortall, 
cherish. 

XXVI II 

The laurcl-lcafc, which you ^his day doe 
wcare, 

Gives me great hope of your relenting mynd : 
For since it is theatiadge which 1 doc bcare, 
Ye, bearing it, doe seeme to me inclind : 

The powre thereof, which ofte in me I find, 
Let it lykewise your gentle brest inspire 
With svieet infusion, aiul put you in mind 
Of that proud mayd, whom §ow those leaves 
at tyre : 

Proud Daphne, scorning Pheebus lovely fyre. 
On the Thessalian shore from him did flic : 
For which the gods, in theyr revengcfull yre, 
Did her iransfomie into a I’aurell-tree. 

'I'licn II}' no more, fayre Love, from«l*liebus 
choce, 

Butinyourbrest his Icafe and love embrace. 

XXIX 

See! how the stubbornc damzell doth dc- 
prave • 

My sim])lu meaning with disdaynfull scome; 
And by the bay, which 1 unto her gave, 
Accouinpts my self her captive quite feWorne. 
The liay (quoth she) is of the victours borne, 
Yielded them by thovanquisht as theyr meeds. 
And they therewith doe Pootes heads ad^Tac, 
To sing the glory of their famous deedes. 

But sith she w'ill the conqiiONt challong needs, 
Let her accept me as her faithfull thrall : 

That her great triumph, which my skill cx- 
cecti-i, 

I may in trump of fame blaze over-all. 

Then would I deckc her head with glorious 
bayes, [pravse. 

And fill the world with her victorious 

XXX 

My love is Ivke to yse, and I to fvre; 

How comes it then that this her cold so great 


Is not dissolv’d through my so hot desyre, 
But harder growes the more 1 her iutreat I 
Or how comes it that my exceeding heat 
Is not delayd by her hart-frosen cold ; 

But that I'burtie much more in boyling sweat, 
And fcele my flames augmented manifold ! 
What more miraculous thing may be told, 
That fire, whien all things melts, should harden 
yse; 

And yse, which is congeald with sencelcssecold, 
Should kindle fyre by 'wonderfull devyse ! 
Such is the powre of love in gentle mind, 
That it can alter all the course of kynd. 


xxxr 

Ah ! wl^' hath nature to so hard a hart 
(tiven so goodly giftes of beauties grace! 
Whose pryde depraves each otlier better part, 
And all those pretious ornaments deface. 

Sitb to all other beastes of bbiody race 
A drcadfull countimauncc she given hath ; 
That with theyr terroili al the rest may 
cl) ace, 

And warne to shun the daunger of theyr wrath. 
But my proud one dolh workc the greater 
0 scath, ^ 

Through sweet allurement of her lovely hew ; 
That she the better may in bloody bath 
©f such poor thralls lief crucll bands embrew. 
But, did she know bow ill these two accord 
Sucli cruelty she would have soone abhord 
• 

XXXII 

The pnyncfull smith, with force of ferveni 
heat. 

The hardest yron soone doth mollify ; 

That w'ith his heavy sledge he can it beat. 
And fashion to w'liat be it list aiiply. 

Yet cannot all these flames, in which I fry. 
Her hart more hardc then yron soft a whit : 
Xe all the playnts and pravers, with which I 
Doe lieat on th’ andvile of Imr stubberne wit 
But still, the more she fen'ent sees my fit. 
The more she frieseth in her wilfull pWde ; 
And harder growps, the liarder she is s'mit 
Willi all the plajmts which to her be appl 3 ’de. 
What then remaincs but I to ashes bume, 
And she to stones at length nllfrosen tiime* 

^ XXXITI 

Great wrong I doe, I can it not deay, 

To that most sacred Einpresse, iny dear dred, 
Not finishing her Quccne of FaCi'y, 

That mote enlarge her living prayscs, dead. 
But Lodwick, this of grace to me aread ; 

Do ye not thiiick th’ accomplishment of it 
Sufficient worke for one mans simple head. 

All were it, as the rest, but rudely writ ? 
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How then should I, without another wit, 
Thinck ever to endure so ticdious tovlo ! 

Sins that this one is tost with troublous fit 
Of a proud love, that doth my spirite spoyle. 
Geasse then, till she vouclisafe to grawnt 
me rest ; 

Or lend you me another livipj^ brest. 

XXXIV 

Lyke as a ship, that through the Ocean W3’dc, 
conduct of some star, doth make her Avay ; 
ViThenas a storme hath (iinui her trust\» guyde. 
Out of her course doth wander far astray!* 

So I, Avliose star, that wont wilh her bright 

Me to direct, with cloiujcs is ovor-CMt, 

Doe wander now, in darkncssc and dismay, 
Tlirough hidden perils round about me plast ; 
Yet hope I well that, when this storme is 
Mv Helice, the lodestar of my lyfe, [past, 
Will shine again, and looko on me at last. 
With lovely light tiAsleare my cloudj’ grief. 
Till then* I ivandcr carefullj'comfortlcsse. 

In secret sorow, and sad pcnsivcncsse. 


Rut by his death, which some perhaps will 
mone, 

Ye shall condemned be of many a one. 
xxxvii 

What guylc is this, that those her golden 
She doth attyre under a net of gold ; [Jesses 
And with sly skill socunningl}' them dieses, 
That which is gold, or hcarc, niav scarse be 
^old ? 

Us it that mensfrajdc eyes, which gaze bin bold, 
She may entangle in that golden share; 

And, being caught, may craftily enfold 
They r weaker harts, wliich are iiot wel aware? 
Take hood, therefore, myne eyes, how j'O doe 
stare 

Henceforth too rashh' on that guilcfull net. 

In which, if over ye ‘entrapped are, 

Out of her bauds ye by no meaiies shall get. 
Fondnesse fc were for any, being free, 

To covet fetters, though thc\' golden hoe ! 


XXXV 

My liungn’ eyes, throfigh greedy covetiz^ 
Still to behold the object of tlici'r paine. 

With no contentment can themselves sufflze p 
But, having, 
plaine 


xxxviir 

Arion, when, thrgigli tempests cruel wracke. 
He forth was thrown into the greedy seas ; 
Through the sweet musick, which his harp 
did make, 

Allur'd a Dolphfci him from death to ease. 

But mj' rude musick, which was wont to plcaso 
pine ; and, having not, com-. Some dainty cares, caiinid, with any skill, 
The drc,adt'ull tempest of her wrath* appease, 


For, lacking it, they r^nnot lyfe sustayne ; 
And, having it, they gaze on it the more ; 

111 their amazement h ke Narcissus vaine, 
Whose ei'es him starv’d : so plenty makes me 
poore. 

Yet are mine ej'es so filled with the store 
Of that fairo sight, that nothing else tbiy 
brooke, 

Biitlothc tlie things w'hieh they did like before. 
And can no more endure on tlicm to looke. 

All this worlds%lory seenieth vayne to me, 
And all their showes but shadowes, saving 
she. 

xxxvi 

Tell me, when shall these vrcoric woes have 
end. 

Or shall their ruthlesse torment never cease ; 
But al my dayes in pining langour spend, 
Without hope of aswagement or release ? 

Is there no%icancs for me to purchace peace. 
Or make agreement with her thrilling eyes ; 
But that their cruelty doth still increace, 

And dayly more augment my niiseiycs ? 

But, w'fien ye have shewd ail extremityes, 

Then thinke how litle glory ye have gammed 
^slaying him, whose life, though ye d^pyse, 
Mote have 3'our life in honour long inaintayned. 


iNor move the Dolpliin from her stubborn will, 
.Rut in her pride she diKdh jiersevcr still. 

I All caiflesse how my life for her deca^'es: 

‘Yet Avith one wnnl she can it save or spill. 

To spill were pitty, but to save were prayse ! 
Chose lather to be praysd for dooing good, 
Then to lie blam’d for spilling guiltlesse 
blood. 

xJcxix 

Sweet Smile ! the daughter of the Queene of 
J.«ovc, 

Expressing all thy mothers powrefull art. 
Witli which she wants to temper angry .love, 
Wh^ all the gods he threats ivitb thundring 
dart: ** 

Sweet is thy vertue, as thy sclfe sweet art. 
For, when on me thou shinedst late in sadnesses 
A melting plcasancc ran through eveiy part. 
And me revived with hart-robbing gladnesse. 
Whylcst rapt with joy resembling heavenly 
madnes, 

My soiile was ravisht quite as in a traunee ; 
And feeling thence, no more her sorowes 
sadnesse, 

Fed on the fulnesse of that chcarefull glaunoa 
More sweet than Nectar, or Ambrosiall meat, 
Seemd eveiy bit which tliencefortb I did eat 
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XL 

Mark when she smiles with amiable chcore, 
And tell me whereto can ye lyken it ; 

When on each eyelid sweetly doe appeare 
An hundred Graces as in shade to sit. 

Lvkest it seemoth, in my simple wit, 
ifnto the fayre sunshine insomers day; 

That, when a dreadfull stormc awav is flit, 
Thrugh the broad world doth spred his^oodly 
ray ; 


At sight whereof, each bird that sits on spray.'jThrugh stubborn pride, amongst themselves did 


And every beast that to his den was Aed, 
Comes forth afresh out of their late dismay, 
And to the light lift up the}'r droiiping hcd. 
So my storme-beaten hart likewise is cheared 
With' that sunshine, when cloudy looks are 
cleared. 

XL! 

Is it her nature, or is it her will. 

To be so crnell to an humbled roe ? 

If nature ; then she may it mend with skill : 
If will ; then she %t will maj|r will forgoe. 

But if her nature and her wil be so, [most, 
That she will plague the mon that loves her 


Yet 1 my hart with silence secretly 
Will teach to speak, and my just cause to plead ; 
And eke mine eies, with meek humility, 
Love-learned letters to her eyes to read ; 
Which her deep wit, that true harts thought 
can spel, 

Wil srxm conceive, and leame to construe 
well. • 

XLIV 

When those renoumed noble Peres of Greece, 


Forgetfull of the famous goldcu lloece ; f jar, 
Then Orpheus with his harp they r strife did bar. 
But this cuntinuall, crnell, civill warre, 

The which my selfe agpinst my selfe doc make; 
Whilest^y weak powies of passions warreid 
No skill can stint, nor reason can aslake. f arre ; 
Hut, when in hand my tunelesse harp 1 take, 
Then doe I more augment my foes despight ; 
And griefe renew, and passions doe awake 
To buttaile, fresh against my selfe to tight. 
Mongst whomc the uAre I seeke to settle 
peace, 

The more I fynd their malice to increase. 
And take delight t’ encn>ase a wretches woe ; ' xlv 

Then all her natures goodly guifts are lost ; i„j„ i n i 

Ana that aame glorious bciu^cs ydle boast ’• “7®.“ 

Is but a bayt such wretches ro beguile, 

As, being long in her loves tempest tost, 

She meancs at last to make her pitious spoyle. 

O fnyrest fayre ! let never it lie named. 

That so fayre beauty was so fowly shamed. 

XLll • 

The live which me so cruelly tormenteth. 

So pleasing is in my extreamest painc. 

That, all the more my sorrow it augmenteth. 

The more I love and doe embrace my banc. 

Ne doe I wish (for wishing were but vaiue) 

To be acquit fro my coiftinual smart ; 


But joy, her thrall fur ever to remayne. 

And yidd for ple^e my poore captyv^ hart; 
The which, that it from her may ne'ver start, 
Let her, yf please her, bynd vdth adamant 
chayne : f vart 

And ft'om all wandiiiig loves, which more fer- 
His safe nssurance, strongly it rcstrayne. 
Onely let her abstaine from cruelty. 

And doe me not before my time to dy. 

XLIll 

Shall I then silent be, or shall I speake? 

And, if I speake, her wrath renew 1 shall ; 
And, if I silent be, my hart wilt breake, 

Or ^oked be with overflowing mil. 

What tyranny is this, both myhart to thrall, 
And eke my tuung with proud restraint to tie ; 
That nether I may speake nor thinke at all, 
But like a stupid stow in silence die ! 


Your goodly selfe for evermore to vew : 

And in my selfe, mv inward selfe, I meane, 
Most lively lyke behold your scmblant trew. 
Within luy hart, though hardly it can shcAv 
Thing BO diviue to vew^f earthly eye. 

The fayre Idea of your celcstiall hew 
And every part remaines immortally : 

And were it not that, through your cruelty, 
With sorrow dimmed and deform’d it were, 
The goodly ymage of your visnomy. 

Clearer then cristall, would therein appere. 
But, if your selfe in me ye playne will see, 
Remove the cause by which your fayre 
beames darkned be. 

XLVI • 

When my abodes prefixed time is spent, 

My cruel! fayre streightbids me wend my way : 
But then from heaven most hideous s'tormes 
are sent, 

As willing me against her uill to stay. 

Whom then shall I, or heaven or her, obay ? 
llie heavens know best what is the best fbr me. ' 
But as B^e will, whose will my life doth sway,- 
My lowMr heaven, so it perforce must bee. 

But ye high hevens, that all this soruwe see, 
Sith all your tempests cannot hold me backe, 
Aswage your storms ; or else both you, and 
Will both ^ether me too sorely® wracke. 
Enough it IS for one man to sustaine 
The stonnes, which she alone on me doth 
raine. 
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XLVII 

Tniflt not the treason of those smyling lookes, 
Untill ye have iheyr guylefull traynes well 
tryde : 

For they are lyke but unto golden hookes, 
That from the foolish fish they r bay ts d(x^hyde: 


Vayne man, quod I, tliat hast but little priefe 
In deep discovery of the naynds disease ; 

Is not the hart of all the body chiefe, 

And rules tlie mcmliers as it selfe doth please ? 
'Ihen, with some cordialls, seeke first to appease 
The inward languor of mv wounded hart, 


So she with fiattring sm^'les weake harts doth ' And then my body sbalf have shortly 0.180 : 

guvdc ^ sweet cordialls passe IMiysitionr art. 

Unto her'love, and tempte to thevr decav ; 1 my b’^cs Leach ! doe yourskill revcale ; 

Whonie, being caught, she kills' with cruell AndJ with one salve, both hart and body 

prj'dc, 1 hcale. 

And feeds at pleasure on the wretched prav : 

Vet, even whylst her bloody hands them sltiy, Doc I not sec that fayrest ^’mages 
ITcr eyes lookc lo\ely, .ind upon them smylc; Of hardest marble arc of purpose made, 


And 


theyr bane, [payne.jHer hartlnes blame, "wliicli I should more com- 

thinck they dy with pleasure, live with ; Sith iie\ e rought m’us excellent assayde [inend? 

lv\y|kinlk IkOwl nvi/1 Ikmn^w 4 a 


Which Avas uftt hard t’ atehievc and bring to 
end. 


Innocent paper ; wl^ too cruell hand 
Did make the matter to avenge her yre : 

And, ere she could thy cause wel understand. 
Did sacrifize unto the greedy fyre. 

Well Avorthy thou tohaA’e found belter hyre. 
Then so bad end for hcSoticks ordayned ; * 

Yet heresy nor treason didst conspire, 

But plead* thy mai'.ters cause, unjustly payned 
Whom she, all carelossc of his gfiefe*con- 
strayned 

To utter forth the aiiffliish of his hart: 

And AA'ould nothearc, A^ien he to her complayned 
The piteous passion of his dying smart. 

Yet live for eA^er. though against her avUI. 
And speake her good, though she requite it ill. 

XLIX 

Fayre cruell ! why are ye so fierce and cruell? 
Is it becansf your eyes* have powre to kill ? 
Then know that mercy is the Mighties jcwell : 
And greater gloryi^hinke, to saA'e then spill. 
But if it be your pleasure, and proud will, 

To sheAV the'nowre of your imperious eyes ; 
Yhcn not on liim that never thought you ill. 
But bend your fon'C against your cneniyes : 
Let them feele the utmost of your crueltyes ; 
And kill with looks as Cockatrices duo : 

But him, that at your footstoolc humbled lies. 
With mercifull regard giA’^e mercy too. 

Such mer^ shall a ou make aclmyrM to be ; 
So shall y^u live, by giving life to me. 

L 

Long languishing in double malady 
Of my harts wouhd, and of my bodies griefe ; 
There came to me a leach, that woiihl apply 
lit medicines for my bodies best adiefe. 


Nc ought 80 hard, but he, tjiat would attend, 
Mote soften it and to his Aviil allure : 

So doc I hope heristnbbornc hart to bend, 

And that it then more stedfast Avill endure : 
Onely my ])aiucs Avil be the more to get her ; 
But, haA’ing l^r, my joy wil be the greater. 

1.11 

So oft as homeward I from her depart, 

1 goe lyke one that, ha a ing lust the field, 

Is prisoner led aAvay AA'ilh heavy hart, 
Despoyld of AA'arlike armesand knoAven shield. 
So doe y now ray selfe a prisoner yceld 
To sorroAv and to solitary paine ; 

From preseiiee of my direst deare exylde, 
Long-Avhile alone in'langoiir to remaine. 

Then* let no thought of joy, or pleasure vaiiie, 
Dare to approch, that ,nmy my solace breed ; 
But sudden dumps, and drery sad disdayne 
Of all worlds ghidnesse, more my torment feed. 
So l«hcr absens Avill my penaiince make, 
That of her presens I my meed may take. 

LI II 

TIh. I*anther, knowing that his spotted hyde 
Doth please all beasts, but that his looks them 
fray ; 

Within a bush bis dreadfiill head doth hide, 
To let them gaze, Avhylest he on them may pray: 
Right so my cruell iayre with me doth 'play ; 
For, Avith the goodly wmblant of her hew,' 
She doth allure me to mine owne decay, 

And then no mercy will unto me shew. 

Great shame it is, thing so divine in A'iew, 
Made fur to be the worlds most ornament. 

To make the bayte her gazers to embrew : 
Good shames to be to ill an instrument I 
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But mercy doth with beau tic bcHt agree, 1 
As in theyr Maker ye them best may see. | 

LIV 

Of this worlds Theatre in which we staj^, 

My love, lyke the Spectator, ydly sits ; 
Beholding me, that all the pageants play, 
l)iagnysing divcrsly my troubled wits. 
Sometimes I joy when glad occasion flls, 

And mask in myrth lyke to a Comedy : • 

JSoone after, when my joy to sorrow tiits, 

I \(aile, and make my woes a Tragedy. 

Yet she, beliulding me with constant eye, 
Delights not in my merth, nor rues my’ smart : 
But, when I laugh, she mocks ; and, when 1 cry^ 
She laiighcs, and hardens evermore her hart. 
What tln*n can move her V if nor iiicrth nor 


Which T no lenger can endure to sue, 

Ne your incessant bat try more to bcare: 

So weake ray pt)wros,’80 sore my wounds, 
appeare. 

That w'oiider is how I should live a jot, 

Seeing iny ha^ ihrough-launced every whore 
With thousand arrowes, which your cies have 
shot : 

Yet shoot ye sharpely still, and spare me not, 
But glory thinko to make these cruel stourcs. 
Ye crucli one ! what glor\' can be got. 

In slaying him that would live gladly yours ! 
Make peace therefore, and graunt me timely 

a.. • 

Tlmt^l my wrounds wil heale in little space. 


mono, 

She is no woman, but a scndblcsse stone. 

I.V 

80 oil as [ her It^aiity doc behold, 

And therewith <loe her crusty compare, 

1 marvaile of what substance was the mould, 
'J'he which her made uttonce so crucli taire. 
Not earth, for her high thoghts more heavenly 
are: • 

Not water j for her love doth burnc like fyre : 
Not a5’'re ; for she is not so light or rare : 

Not fyre : for she doth friese with faint desire. 
Then needs another Element inquire 
Whereof she mote be made , that i<«, the skye. 
For to the heaven her haughty lookes aspire : 
And ckc her mind i^ pure inimortall hye. 
Then, sith so heaven e lykeued are the best. 
Be lyke in mercy as in all the rest. 


By her ijtat is most assured to her seJfe. 

Weake is th* assurance that wcakc flesh rc- 
poseth % 

In her owne powre, and scorneth others avdc ; 
That soonest fals, when as she most supposeth 
jHer selfe as itrd, and is of nought affray d. 

I AIL flesh is frayle^ and ajil hersfrength unstayd, 
Liws a Vtainc bubble bloweii up with a\ re : 
Devouring tyme and ehangcfiil chau’cc have 

Her glories pride that none may it repay rc. 
Nc none so rich or w'isc, so strong or fayre, 
But fuylclh, trusting liis owne assurance; 
And he, that slaiuleth on the hyghest stay re, 
Fals lowest ; for on earth nought hath endiir- 
aunce, [so farre, 

W'^hy then doc ye, proud fayre, misdeeme 
That to your selfe ye most a^ured arre ! 


Fayre ye be sure, but crucli and unkind, 

As' is n Tygrc, that with greedinesse [find 
Hunts after blond ; when he by chaiKC doth 
A feeble beast, doth felly him opprcssc. 

Fayre be ye sure, but proud ami pittilessc, 

As is a stormc, that all things doth pros^^qjite ; 
Finding a tree alone all eomfortlcsse, 

Beats on it strongly, it to ruinate. 

Fayre be yc sure, but hard and obstinate, 

As is a rocke amidst the raging flumls : 
Gaynst w'hich, a ship, of succour desnliite, 
Doth suffer wreck both of her selfe and goods. 
Tliat ship, that tree, and that same beast, 
am I, 

When ye doe wreck, doe mine, and destroy. 


LIX 

Thri««e happie she ! that is so well assured 
iriito her selfe, and setled so in hart, 

That nether wrill for l)cttei*be allured, 

Ne feard with worse to any chauiice to start; 
But, like a steddy ship, doth strongly part 
The raging waves, and keepes her course 
aright ; 

Ne ought for tempest doth from it depart, 

Nc ought for fayrer weathers false delight. 
8uch selfe-assurance need not fearc the spight 
Of gnidging foes, ne favour seek of friends : 
But, in the stay of her owne stedfast might, 
Nether to one her selfe nor other bends. 

Most happy she, that most assur'd doth rest; 
But he must happy, who such one loves best. 


LVII 

Sweet warriour! when shall I have peace 
with you ? 

High time it is this warre now. ended were 


LX 

They, that in course of heavouly spheares oro 
skild. 

To every planet puiut his sundry yeare: 
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In wliich her circles voyage is fulfild, 

As Mars in three-score yeares doth run hia 
spheare. 

So, since the winged god his planet cleare 
llc^an ill me to move, one yeare is spent : 

The which doth longer unto mp appeare, 

Then al those fourty which my life out-went. 
Then b}' that count, which lovers books invent, 
The spheare of Cupid fourty 3'eares containes : 
Which 1 have wasted in long laiiguishment. 
That seemd the longer for m3’ greater paines. 
But let m3’ loves fayre Planet short her 
wa3’e8, 

This 3’eare ensuing, o^else short m3’ da3’es. 

LXI 

The glorious image of the Makers beautie, 

]\Ty sovcra3'nc saynt, the Idoll of my thought, 
Dare not henceforth, above the bounds of; 
dewtic, 

1” accuse of pride, oitrashly blame for ought. 
For being, as she is, divinely wrought, 

And of the brood of Angels hevcnly borne; 
And with the crew of blessed Sa3’nts upbrought, 
Kach of which did lior with the3*r guifts adorne ; 
Tlie bud of joA-, tlio bloSsome of the morn^ 
The beamc of light, whom mortal 63*68 admyre ; 
What reason is it then but she should scomei 
Base things, that to her love too bold aspire ! 
Sucli heavenly formes ought rather worship! 
be, 1, 

Then dare be lov’d by men of nieane degree. 

LXIl I 


I doe at length desciy the happy shore, 

In which I hope ere long for to arryve : 

Fa3rre soylc it seemes from far, and fraught 
with store 

Of all that deare and daynt3’ is al3'vc. 

Most hnpp\’ he ! th.it can at last atch3'vf 
The joyous sofot3’ of so sweet a rast ; 

Whose least delight siifficcth to deprive 
RemeiTn)rance of all paines which him opprest. 
I* All paines are nothing in respect of this ; 
All sorrowes short thatgaine eternallblissc. 


Gomming to kisse lier lyps, (such grace I found,) 
Me seemd, 1 smelt a gardin of sweet flowres, 
That daintv odours from them threw around. 
For damzefs fit to deckc their lovers bowres. 
Her lips did smeJl lyke unto (Blh’flowers ; 
Her rudd3’ chtskes, lyke unto lUises red; 

Her 8now3’ browes, like budded Bcllamoures ; 
Her lovel3* eA'es, 13'ke IMncka but newh’ spied ; 
Her goodly Oosonne, lyke a htrawberr3* bed; 
Her neck, lyke tO|P bounch of Ciillambynes ; 
Her brest, lyke Lillyes, ere theyr leaves be 
shed ; 

Her nipples, lyke youg blossomed Jessem^mes : 
Such fragrant i^owers doe give most odorous 
smell ; 

But her sweet odour did them all exccll. 

LXV 

The doubt which 3'e misdeeme, fayre love, is 
That foridl3’ fenre to loose your libcr^* ; [ value, 
When, loo‘«ing one, two libertias 3'e gayme. 
And make him bond that boiidage'earstdj'd fl}*. 
Sweet bo tlic bands, the which true love doth 

[tye 


The wcar3’ 3’eare his race now' having run, 

The new begins his compast course anew ; 

With shew’ of morning m3’]de he hath begun, I Without constra}^!, or dread of ain’ ill 
Ifetokening peace and plenty to ensew*. | The gentle birde'fccles, no captivitx’ 

So let ns, which this chnunge of weather vcav, i Within her cage ; but isingc><, and fowls her fill. 
Cliaunge eke our my'iids, and former lives There pride dare not ajiproch, nor discord spill 
amend; • The le^ue twixt them, that loval love hath 

The old 3’eares sinnes forepast let us eschew, bound : 


And fl.v the faults with which w’c did offend. 

Then shall the new 3*eares joy forth freshly 
send, 

Into the glooming w’orld, his gladsome ra3’: 

And all these stormes, w'hich now his beauts’ 
blend, 

Shall turne tocaulme8,and t3'melycle^awa3’. 

So, likewise, Love 1 cheare you 3’our heavy 
spright, 

And cliaunge old yeares annoy to new de- 
light. ^ 

LXIII 

Aftw long stormes and tempests sad assay, 

Which hardl3’ I endured heretofore, 

In dread of death, and daungerous dismav, 

With which my silly barke was tossed sore : 


But simple truth, and muluall good-will, 
Seekes with sweet peace, to salve each others 
• wound: ftowre, 

Tliere Fayth doth fearlasse dwell in brasen 
And spotlesse I^lcosure builds her sacred 
bowre. 

LXV. 

To ^ those happy blessings, wliich 3’e have 
With plenteous hand by heaven upon irou 
thrown ; 

^ia one disparagcineiit they to you gave, 
That ye your love lent to so meanc a one. 

Tee, whose liigh worths surpassing paragon 
Conld not on earth have found one fit for mate^ 
Ne but in heaven matchable to none. 

Why did 3’e st^p unto so lowly stateV 
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But ye thereby much ^ater glory gate, 

Then had ye sorted Avith a princes pere : 

For, now your light doth more itselt'e dilate, 
And, in my darkiiossc, greater doth aftjioare, 
Yet, since your light hath once enluiuind me, 
With my reflex yours shodl encreosed be. 

LXVII 

l^ykc as a huntsman after weary cha(^. 

Seeing the game from him cscapt away, • 
Sits downc to rest Iiim m some shady place. 
With panting hounds beguiled of their pray : 
So, after long pursuit and vaine assay. 

When I all weary had the chace foraooke. 

The gentle deare’ returnd the selfc-same way, 
Thinking to quench her thirst at the next 
brooke : 

There she, lx;holding me with inylder luokc, 
Sought not to fly, but fearclesib still did bide; 
Till T in hand her yet halfe trembling tooke. 
And with her owne goodwill hir fyrmcly tydc.i 
Strange thiugfrae seemd, to see a beast so 
wyld, , 

So goodly W'oniic, with her owne will be- 
guyld, 

LXVllI 

Most glorious Lord of lyfe ! that, on this, day,^ 
Didst make thy triumph over death and sin ; 
And, having lurrowd liell, didst bring away 
Captivity thciicc captive, us to win : 

This joyous day, dearc Lord, with joy begin; 
And grant that u e, for whom thou diijilest dye. 
Being with Ihy deare blood elene washt from 
May live for ever in felieitv ! [sin, 

And that thy love we w'eighing worthily. 

May likewise love thee for the same againe ; 
Anil for thy sake, that all lyko deare didst 
buy, • 

With love may one another entertavne ! 

So let us love, deare love, 1 > kc as we ought: 
Love is ilie lesson which the Lord lA taught. 

LXIX 

The famous warriors of aiitiekc world • ' 
Used Tr jphees U) erect in stately vrize ; 

In which they would the records have enrold 
Of theyr great deeds and valorous emprize. 
What trophee then shall I most lit devize, 

In which 1 may record the memoi-y 
Of iny loves eonquest, pccrelesse heiiutios prise, 
Adoni'd with honour, love, and. chastity I 
Kv<*n this verse, vowd to eternity, 

Shall be thereof iramortall moniment ; 

And Tell her pra;y se to all posterity. 

That may admire such worlds rare wonderment; 
The happy purchase of my glorious spoile. 
Cotton at last with labour and long toyle. 


LXX 

Fresh Spring, the herald of loves mighty king. 
In whose cote-armour richly are display d 
All sorts of flowers, the which on earth do 
111 goodly colours gloriously arrayd ; [ spring, 
Goe to my loij^, where she is carelesse layd, 
Yet in her winters bowre not well awake ; 

Tell her the joyous time wil not be staid, 
Unlessc she doe him by the forelock take ; 

Bid her therefore her sclfe soone ready m^e. 
To wayt on Love amongst his lovely crow; 
Where every one, that misseth then her make, 
Shall be by him amcarst with penance dew. 
Make hast, thcref^c, sweet love, whilest it 
^ prime ; 

For none can call againe the passed time. 

LXXI 

oy to .Kec how', in your drawen work. 

Your selfe unto the Bee ye doe compare ; 

And mu unto the 8pyd(% that doth lurke 
In close awayt, to catch her unaware : 

Bight so yuur selfe were caught in cunning 
snare 

Of a deare foe. and thralled to his love ; 
IiiVhose streight baiffis ye now captived are 
So lirmely, that ye never may remove. 

But as your workc is woven all above 
Witli woodbynd flowers and fragrant EglaU' 
tine; 

So sTvect your prison ^u m time shall prove, 
With many dearc delights bedecked fyne. 

And all theusforth eteniall peace shall see 
BetTveeue the Spyder and the gentle Bee. 

LX XII 

Oft, -when my spirit doth spied her bolder 
w’ingcsj 

In mind to mount up to the purest sky ; 

It down is weighd with thoght of eartlily 
And clogd with burden of^iortality ; f things. 
Where, when that soveriiyne beauty it doth 
Kcseinbling heavens glory in her light, [t-py, 
Drawue with sweet plewures bnyt, it uack 
doth fly, 

And unto heaven forgets her former flight. 
There my fraile luncy, led witli full delight, 
Doth bath in blisse, and mantleth must at 
ease ; 

Xc thiflks of other heaven, but how it might 
Her haxCB desire with most contentment please. 
Hart need not ish none other luippiiiesse, 
But here on earth to ha\e huch hevena 
blisse. 

LXX HI 

Being my self cajityved here in care. 

My hart, (whom none with servile ' 
tye. 
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But the fayre tresses of your golden hayre,) 
Breaking nis prison, forth to you doth dy. 
Lyke as a byrd, that in ones hand doth spy 
Desired food, to it doth make his flight : 

Even so my hart, that wont on your fayre 
eye 

To feed his fill, dyes backe untc your sight. 
Doe you him take, and in 3 'our bosome bright 
Gently encage, that he may be your thrall : 
Perhaps he there may learne, with rare de- 
light, 

To sing your name and prayses over-all : 

That It hereafter may you not n‘pent, 
llim lodging in your bosome to have lent. 

LXXIV 

Most happv letters ! fram'd by skilfull trade. 
With whicfi that happy name was drst desynd, 
The which three times thrise happy hath me 
mode, 

With guifts of body, fortune, and of mind. 
The first my being to me gave by kind, 

From mothers womb deriv’d by dew descent: 
The second is my sovercigne (2uecnc most 
kind, * f. 

That honour and large richesse to me lent: 
The third, my love, my lifes last ornament. 

By whom iiiy spirit out of dust was raysed : ' 
To speake her prayse and glory excellent, 

Of all alive most worthy to be [iraysed. 

Ye three Elizabeths^ fur ever live. 

That three such graces did unto me give. 

LXXV 

One day 1 wrote her name upon the strand ; 
But came the waves, and washed it away : 

• Agaync, I wrote it wiih a second hand ; 

But came the tyde, and made my payiics his 
pray. [assay 

Vayne man, sayd^he, that doest in vaine 
A mortall thing so 10 immortalize ; 

For I my selve shall lyke to this decay. 

And eek my name bee wyped out lykewize. 
Not so, quod 1 ; let baser things devize 
To dy in dust, but you shall live by fame : 

My verse your vert'ues rare shall dternize, 

Aud in the hevens wiyte your glorious name. 
Where, whenas death shall all the world 
subdew, • 

Our love sffall live, and later life renew. 

LXXVI 

Fayre bosome ! fraught with vertues richest 
tresure. 

The neast of love, the lodging of delight, 

The bowrc of blisse, the paradiue of pleasure. 
The saerwd haiboiir of that hevenly spright ; 


How was I ravish t with your lovely sight. 
And my frayle thoughts too rashly led astray I 
Whiles diving deepe through amorous in- 
sight. 

On the sw'ect spoylc of beautie they did pray; 
And twixt her paps, (like early fruit in May, 
Whose harvest socmd to hasten now apace,*)* 
They loosely did theyr wanton winges display'. 
And tlCre to rest themselves did boldly place. 

Sw'ect thoughts ! 1 envy your so happy rest, 
" Which oft I wisht, yet never was so blest. 

LXXVII 

Was it a droamo, or liid I sec it playne ; 

A goodly table of pure yvory, 

All spred with j uncats, fit to entcrtaync 
The greatest Prince with ;M>mpous ruialty : 
Mongst which, there in a silver dish did ly 
Twoo goldcMi f^tples of nnvalewd price ; 

Far passing those which Hercules came by, 

Or those w Inch Atalanta did entice ; 
Exceeding sweet, yet voyd OT smfull vice ; 
That many sough^ yet none could ever taste ; 
Sweet fruit of pleasure, brought from Para- 
dice 

By Love himselfe, and in his garden plaste. 
Her brest thaKtuble so richly spredd; 
My thoughts the guests, which would 
thereon have fedd. 

LXXVIII 

Laekyng my love, I go from place to place, 
Lyke a noung fawne, that late hath lost the 
hynd; [face. 

And seeke each wdiere, w'herc last I suwe her 
Who-sc ymage yet I carry fresh in mynd. 

I scckc the Helds with her late footing synd ; 

I seckc her bowre with her late presence 
deckt, •• 

Yet nor in field nor bow'n* I her can fyiid; 

Y'et field and bowrc are full of her aspect : 

But, wheu myne eyes I thereunto direct. 

They ydly back rcturnc to me agayne : 

And, whi n I hope to sec theyr trew object, 

I fyfid my selfe but fed w'ith'fancies vnyne. 
Ceassc then, myne eyes, to seeke her selfe to 
see; 

And let my thoughts behold her selfe in mee. 

LXXIX 

Men call you fayre, and you doc credit it. 

For tliat your selfe ye dayly sncli doe see : 

But the trew fayrc, that is the gentle wit, 

And vertuous mind, is much more praysd of 
For all the rest, how ever favre it lie, *[ me : 
Shall tume to nought and foosc that glorious 
But onely that is permanent and free [hew ; 
From frayle corruption, that doth flnwh ensew. 
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That is true beautie : that doth aivue you 
To be divine, and b(>me of heavenly seed *, 
Deriv’d from that fa3Te Spirit, from whom al 
true 

And perfect beauty did at first proceed : 

He onely fayre, and what he fayre hath 
made; 

All other fayre, lyke flowree , untymely fade. 

LXXX * 

After so long a race as I have run 
Thro'ugh Faery land, which those six books 
compil^ 

Give leave to rest me being halfe fordonne, 
And gather to mysclfe new breath awhile. 
ITien, as a steed refreshed after toyle, 

Out of my prison I will hreake anew ; 

And stoutly will that secoiul worke assoyle, 
With strong eiidevour and attcnti<m dew. 

Till then give leave to me, in pleasant mew 
To sport my muse, and sing my loves sweet 
praise ; • 

The contemplation of whose heavenly hew. 
My spirit to an higher pitch wHl rayse, 

But let her jirayscs yet be low and meanc, 
Fit for the handmayd of the Faery (^uecuc. 

l.XXXI * 

Fayre is my love, when her fayre golden 
heares \ niarke ; 

With the loose wynd ye weaving chance to 
Fayre, when the rose in her red cheekes 
appeares ; • 

Or in her eyes the fyre of love does sparke. 
Fayre, when her br« st, lyke a rich laden barkc. 
With pretious merehandi/c she forth doth lay; 
Fayre, when that cloud of pryde, which oft doih 
dark 

Her gofMlly light, with smfles she drives away. 
But layrest she, when so she dotli display 
The gate with iiearles and rubyes richly dight ; 
Throgh which her words so wise do fliake 
their way 

To bcare the message of her gentle spright. 
The rest be works of natures wonderment:* 
But this the worke of harts astonishment. 


But since ye deignd so goodly to relent 
To me 3'our thrall, in whom is little worth ; 
That little, that 1 am, shall all be spent 
In setting your immortall prayses forth : 
Whose lofty argument, uplifting me. 

Shall lift you up unto an high degree. 

*LXXXIII 

Let not one sparke of filthy lustfull fyre 
Brcake out, that may her sacred peace mo- 
lest ; 

Xe one light glance of scnt-uall desyre 
Attempt to work her gentle mindes unrest : 
But pure affections bred in sputlcsse brest. 
And modest thoughts abreathd from wel- 
temfred s])rite<f, 

Goe visit her in her chast bowrc of rest 
Acettmpanyde with angelick delightcs. 

There fill your selfe with those most joyous 
I sights, 

iTlic which m3' selfe could imvcr yet attayne: 
;But speake no word to ner of these sad 
plights, 

I Which her too constant stiffencssc doth con- 
! Btra.vn. 

Onefy behold her rare fectiun, 

And blcsse 3'our fortunes fa) re election. 

• 

LXXXIV 

Tlic world that cannot deeme of worthy 
things, ^ 

When I doc praise her, say I doc but flatter : 
So docs the Ciickow, w'hcii the Ma\is sings, 
Bogin his witlcp.se note apace to clatter. 

But they that skill not of so heavenly matter, 
\11 that they know not envy or admj’re ; 
Rather then envy, let them wonder at her. 
But not to deeme of her desert aspyre. 

Deepp, ill the closet of m3' parts entyre. 

Her w'orth is written with a golden quill, 

That me with heavenly fuiy 4 oth mspire. 

And my glad mouth wdth her sweet prayses 
fill. [shal thunder. 

Which when as Fame in her shrill trump 
Let the world chose to envy or to wonder. 


LXXXII 

Toy of my life ! full oft for loving you 
I blesse my lot, tliat was so lucky placed : 

But then the more your owne mishap I rew, 
That ore so much by so meane love embused. 
For, had the equall hevena so much 3'ou 
graced 

In tliis os in the rest, ye mote invent 
Som hevenly wit, whoso verse could have 
enchased 

Your glorious uoiue in golden moniment. 


LXXXV 

I VenemouB toung, tipt with vile adders sting, 
Of that selfe kynd with which the Furies fell 
Theyr snaky heads doc combe, ftogi which a 
spring 

Of poysoned words and spitefull siieechcs well; 
Let all the plagues, and horrid paincs, of hell 
Upon thee fall frir thine accursed h^-re 
That with false forged lyes, which thou didst 
tel, 

lu my true love did stirre up coles of yre ; 
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The spaikes whereof let kindle thine own fvre, ! Ne ought 1 see, though in the clearest day, 


4nd, catching hold on thine owne wicked hed, 
Consume thee quite, that didst with guile con- 


In my sweet peace such breaches to have bred ! 
Shame be thy meed, and mischiefe thy re- 
ward, ^ 

Dew to thy selfe, that it for me prepaid ! 

I-XXXVI 

Since 1 did leave the presence of my love, • 
Many long wear}' dayes 1 have outwome; 

And "many nights, that slowly scemd to move 
Theyr sad protract from evening untill mome. 
For, when as day the heaven doth adnme, 

1 wish that night thh noyous day would end : 
And, when as night hath us of li^nt forlome, 

I wish that day would sliortly reascend. 

Thus I the tinic with expectation spend, 

And faine my griefe ivith chaungea to be- 
guile, 


When others gaze upon theyr shadowesvaync, 
But th’ onely image of that heavenly 
Whereof some glanee doth in mine oie re- 
mayne. 

Of which beholding the Ideea playne, 

Through contemplation of my purest pWt, 
With light thereof I doe my selfe sustayne, 
An^ thereon feed my love-affamisht haft. 

But, with Muh brightnesse whylest I fill 
my mind, 

I starve my body, and mine eyes doe blyud. 
Lxxxvni 

Lyke as the Culver, on the bared bough, 

Sits mourning fur the absence of her mate ; 
And, in her songs, sends many a wishfull vow 
For his rcturnc that scemes to linger late : 

So 1 alone 9 >now left disconsolate, 

Mournc to my selfe the absence of my love; 


That fSthS seeTL,ea his terme still to extend, ‘^nd, wandring here and there all draolate. 
And malceth every minute sceme a myle. * j W'ith my playnts to match that mournful 
So sorrow still doth sceme too long to last ; . uo'^e. . , ,, , 

But joyous hourcs doe fly away too fast. joy of ought that under heaven doth hove 

” " ^ j conilort me. but her oivne joyous sight: 

i^xxxvii < ! Whose sweet aspect both God' and man can 

Since I have lackt the comfort of that light, > move/' 

The which was wont to lead my thoughts In her unspotted pleasauns to delight. 

astray ; j Dark Ls my day, whylcs her fajTC light I 

1 wander as in darkenesse of the night, | mis. 

Affray d of every dangers least dismay. I And dead my life that wants such lively blis. 


EPIGRAMS. 


I 

In youlli, before 1 waxed old, 

The blynd boy, Vciiub baby, 

For want of cuifliing made'me bold, 

1)1 hitter hyve to grojic for bonny : 

But, u ben he saw me stung and cry. 

He tookc his wings and away did fly. 

II 

As Diane hunted on a day, 

She ebaunst to come where Cupid lay. 
His quiver by his head ; ^ 

One of his shafts she stole away. . 

And one of hers did close convay 
Into the others stead : 

With that Love wounded my Loves hart, 
But Diane beasts with Cu]>id.s dart. 

IIT 

I saw, in secret to my Dame 
How little Cupid humbly came, 


And sayd <(» her ; ‘ i\ll bayle, my mother* * 
But, when be saiv me laugh, fur shame 
His face with bashfiill blood did flame, 
Not<inowmg Venus finm the otlier. 

‘Then, never blush, Cupid, quoth I, 

For many have err’d in this beauty.’ 


Upon a day, as Ixive lay sweetly sliimbring 
All in his mothers lap ; 

A gentle Bee, with his loud trumpet muriii- 
About him flew bv hap. [ ’ring, 

Whereof w'heii fic was wakened with the 
And saw the beast so small ; [noyse^ 

* Wliuts this (quoth he) that gives so great a 
That wakens men w itliall V ’ [ voyce 

In angry wize ho flyes about, 

And threatens all witli corage stout. 

To whom liis mother closely smiling sayd, 
rTwixt earnest and twixt game: 
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' See I thou thyselfe likewise art lyttle made, 
If tliou regard the same. 

And yet thou sutfrest ncyther gods in sky, 
Nor men in earth, to rest : 

But, when thou art disposed cruelly, 

Theyr sleepe thou doost molest. 

Then eyther change thy cruelty. 

Or give like leave unto the Ayr* 

Nathelesse, the cruell boy, not so content* 
Would needs the Ay pursue ; 

And in his hand, w'itli hecdlc'tse hardiment. 
Him caught for to subdue. 

But, when on it he hasty hand did lay, 

The Bee him stung therefore : 

‘ Now out alasSe, he cryde, and wd-awuy ! 

I wounded am full sore : 

The ‘Fly, that 1 much did scome. 

Hath h‘urt me w'ith his little home.* 

Unto his mother straight he weeping came. 
And of his griefc comjdayncd : 

Who could not cliotA but laugh at his fond 
Though sad to see him pained. [game, 

‘ Thmk now (quod she) my sAiiic, how great 
Of those whom thou dost wound : [the smart 


Full many thou hast pricked to the hart. 

That pitty never found : 

Therefore, henceforth some pitty take, 

When thou doest spoyle of lovers make.’ 

Shetooke him straight full pitiously lamenting, 
And wrapt him in her smock : 

She wrapt him scAly, all the while repenting 
That he the Ay did mock. 

She drest his wound, and it embaulmed wcl 
With salve of soveraigne might: 

And then she bath’d him in a dainty well. 

The well of deare delight. 

Who would not oft be stung as this, 

' To be so bath’d in Venus blis ? 

The wanto§ boy was shortly w’el rccurcd 
Of that his malady : 

But he, Boonc after, fresh againe enured 
His former cruelty. 

And since tlint time he wounded hath my 
With his sharpe dart of love : [sclfc 

And now forgets the cruellfkarelcssc elfe 
His mothers lirast to prove. 

• So now I languish, till he \)lcase 
j My pining anguish to appease. 

• ’ • 
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Vk learned sisters, which have oftentiral^ j My truest turtle dove ; 

Beene to me aydiug, others to adoriie, [ryiiies, I Bid her awake; for Hymen is awake. 

Whom j'C thought worthy of your graecfulllAud long since ready forth hismasketomove, 
That even the greatest did not*greatly scome I With his bright Tcad that Aames with many 
To hoare theyr names .sung in your .simple a Aake, 

Bui joved in theyr prnistf; [laves. ' And many a bachelor to waitc on him, 

And wten ye list your owne mishaps to imMiriie, In theyr fresh garinciits trim. 

VVhich death, or love, or fortunes wreck did Bid her awake therefore, and sooiie her dight, 
rnvse, • For lo ! the wdshed day is cofte at last, 

Vour string could soone to sadder tenor turiie, That shall, for all the pay ne^- and sorroAves past, 
And teach the woods and waters to lament Pay to her usurv of long delight : 

Your dolcfull drerimciit: • « Ami, Avhylest she dolli her (light. 

Noav lay those sorrowfull complaints aside ; Doc ye to her of joy and solace sing, 

And, having all your heads with girlaiids That all the woods may ansAver, and your 
croAA'iid, eccho ring. 

Helpe me mine oAvne Ioa'cs pravMs to resound ; jjjmjr ith you all the Xvmphes that you can 
Ne let the sanie of any be envide : heare* 

^ Orpheus did for his owne bride ! j^j^h yf rivers and the forrcstsvrccne, 

^ I unte iny selfc alone Avill sing ; And of the sea that neighbours to her ncare : 

The woods shall to me answer, and my kecho girlands goodly wel beseeue. 

Karlv, before the worlds light-giving laiiipc And let them also Aviih theiu bring in hand 
His milden bearac upon the hils dutli spred. Another gay girlaiul, 

Having dbperst the nights uucheaiefulldamiie, For my fay re love, of lillyes and of roses. 

Doe ye awoke ; and, with fresh lusty-hed, Bound truclovc wize, with a blew silke riband. 

Go to the bowie of my beloved love, And let them make great store of bridole poses, 


588 


EP/TJ/AZAM/OM 


[ l . 48'" 143* 


And let them eckc bring store of other flowers, 
To deck the bridolc bowers. [tread, 

And let the ground whereas her foot shall 
For fcare the stoni s her tender foot should 
wrong, 

Be strewed witli fragrant flowers all along, 
And diai>re<l lyke the diset^orud mead. 

Which done, doc at her chamber dore awayt. 
For she will waken strayt ; 

The whiles doe yc this song unto her sing. 
The woods shall'to you answer, and your !^%o 
ring. 


My love is now awake out of her dreames. 
And her fayre eyes, like stars that dimmed 
were [beams 

With darksome cloud, now shew theyr goodly 
More bright then Hesperus his head doth rere. 
Come now, ye damKcls, daughters of delight, 

" — r^got, 

ich were 


llelpc quickly her to dight : 

But first come ye fayre hourcs, whic 
In gloves sweet paradicc c:f Day and Night; 
Which doe the seasons of the ycarc allot. 

And al, that ever in this world is fayre, 

Doe make und still repayre : [Queene, 

And 3'e three handmayds of the Cyprian 
Tc Nymphes of Mnlla, which with carefuU, The nhich doe still adome her beauties* pride^ 
heed t !llel{)e to addomc my bcautifullest bride : 

The silver scaly trouts doe tend fi^jil well, [And, as her array, still throw betweene 
And greedy pikes winch use therein to feed 


(Those trouts and pikes all others doo ex- 
ccll;) 

And ye likewise, which keepe the rushv lake. 
Where none doo fishes take ; 

Bynd up the loclfe the which hang scatterd 
And in his waters, whicli your mirror make, 
Behold your faces ns the cliristall bright. 
That when you come uhercas my love doth lie, 
No blemish* she majf spie. t 

And eke, ye lightfoot uia3'ds, which keepe the 
dore, ^ 

That on the hoary mountayne used to towre; 
And the w^dde wolves, whicli sceke them to 
devourc, [necr; 

With your Steele daifs doochace from comming 
Be also present heere, 

To helpe to deckc her, and to help to sing, 
That all the woods may^ answer, and 3’our 
cccho ring. 


Wake now, my love, awake! for it is time; 
The Rosy liL^rne long since left Tithoncs bed, 
All read}' to her silver coche to clyme; 

And Phuibus gins to shew his glorious hcd. 
Hark ! how th8 checrefuU birds do chaunt 
theyr laies 

And carroil of Ijoves praise. 

The merry Larke hir mattlns sings aloft ; 

The Thrush replj'es ; the ISlavis descant playes : 
The Ouzell shrills ; the Ruddock warbles soft ; 
So goodly all agree, with sweet consent. 

To this dayes merriment. 

All ! my deere love, why doe ye sleepe thus 
longi • 

When meetcr w-ere that ye should now aw'ake, 
T’ awayt the comming of your joyous make. 
And hearken to the birds love-learned song, 
The deawy leaves among ! 
f<'or they of Joy and pleasance to you sing. 


Some grace's to be scene; 

And, as j-e use to Venus, to her sing. 

The whilci^ the vroods shal answer, and your 
eccho ring. 

Now is my love all rcad\* forth to come : 

Let all the virjrins therefore well awayt ; 

And ye fresh boyes. that tend uiwii her groome, 
Prepare your selves ; for he is comming strayt. 
Set all your things in seemely good aray, 

Fit for so joyf ill day * 

The joyfulst day that ever sunne did see, 

Faire Sun ! shew forth thy favourable ray, 
And let thy lifull heat not fcr\’ei,t bo, 

For feare of burning her sunsh} ny face, 

Her beauty to disgrace. 

O faw-est IMimbus! father of the Muse ! 

If ever I did honour llicc aright. 

Or sing the thing that mote thy mind delight, 
Doe not th} servants simple boone refuse ; 
But let this day, let this one da}’, be myne ; 
Let all the rest be t^ine. 

Then I thy so\orayne pra}’ses loud uil sing, 
That all the uoods shal answer, and theyr 
^ eccho ring, 

Ilarke : how the Minstrils gin to shrill aloud 
Their merry Musick that resounds from far, 
The pipe, the tabor, and the trembling Croud, 
That well agree witlioutcn breach or jar. 

But, most of all, the Damzels doc delite 
When they their tymbrcls smyte. 

And thereunto doe daiince and carrol sweet, 
That all the sonces they doe ravish quite ; 

The wbyles the boyes run up and downe the 
street, 

Crying aloud with strong confused noyce, 

As if it were one voyce, 

Hymen, iii II} men, 'Hymen, they do sliout ; 
j That even to the heavens the}'r shouting shrill 


lliat all the woods them answer, and the}'r|Doth reach, and all the Armament doth fill : 

, • rl’A whini, -.4 ^1: II ' 


eccho ling. 


To which the people standing all about, 
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As in approvance, doe thereto applaud, Tlicre vcrtue raynes as Queene in royal throne, 

And loud advaimce her laud ; And pvcth lawes alone, 

And evennore they Hymen, Hymen sing, The which the base a flections doe obay. 

That al the woods them answer, and theyr And yecld theyr 8er\ iccs unto her will ; 
eccho ring. * Nc thought of thing uncomely ever may 

Thereto approch to tempt her mind to ilL 

Loe! where she comes along with porllv pace, Had ye once scene these her celestial threa- 
Lyke IMiosbe, from her chamber of the East, And unrcvcaled [il^asures, [sures, 

Arysing forth to run her mighty race, Then w’ould ve w'ondcr, and her pravses sing, 

Clad all in wdiite, that seemes a virgin boft. That al the ‘woods should answer. 'and vour 


So well it her beseemes, that yc would wccnc 
Some angell she had bcone. 

Her long loose yellow locks lyk(‘ golden wyre, 
Sprinckled with perle, and pcrling ilowres 
atweene. 

Doe lyko a golden mantle her attyre ; 

And, being crowned with a girlaiid grccuc, 
Seeinc lyke some maydcii (juccne. 

Her modest eyes, abashed to liehold 
So many gazers as on her do stares 
Upon the lowly ground aflixed arc ; 

Nc dare lift up her countenance too bold. 

But blush to hearc ncr pravses sung so loud, 
So farre from being proud. , 

Nathlessc doc ye still loud her praA’ses sing. 
That all the woods may answ’er, and* your eccho 
ring. 

Tell me, yo merchants daughters, did ye see 
So fayre a creature in your towne before ; 

S« 8we<*t, so lovely, and so mild os she, 
Adornd wi^h beautyes grace and vertuea store? 
Her goodly eyes lyke Sajihyres shining bright. 
Her forehead' vvo'ry white, [ rfidded. 

Her checkes lyke apples which the sun hath 
ler lips Ivke cherryea charming men to byte, 
ler brest like to a buwlc of creame uncrudded. 
Her jMips lyke lyllies luidded. 

Her snowie nocke lyke t^i a marble towrc ; 
And all her body like a pallace fayre, 
Ascending up, with many a stately stayre, 

To honors seat and chastities sweet bowfe. 
Why stand j'e still ye virgins in amaze, 

Upon her so' to gaze', ^ 1 

Whiles ye forget your former lay to sing,^ 1 
To which the w'oods did ans>ver, and your 
eccho ring ? 

But if ye saw that wdiich no oves can see. 

The in'war l beauty of her lively spright, 
(xamisht with heavenly guifts of high degree. 
Much more then would ye wonder at that 
sight. 

And stand astonisht lyke to those w'hich red 
Medusaes mazcfiil hed. 

There dwels sweet love, and constant chastity, 
Unspotted fayth and comely womanhood, 
B^ord of honour, and mild modesty ; 


• echo ring. 

Open the temple gates unto my love. 

Open them wide that she may enter in. 

And all the poste-s adc»rne as doth behove. 

And all the i>illour3 dec^ w ith girlands trim. 
For to receive this Sayntwith honour dew', 
That comineth in to you. 

With trembling steps, and humble reverence, 
jShe comineth in, before th’ Almighties view; 
jOf her yc virgins Irarnc obedience, 

When so 3'e come into thosf holy places, 

To humble your proud faces : 

Bring her np to th' high altar, that she may 
The sacred ceremonies there partake, 

The \^iich do endle-(se matrimony moke ; 

And let the roring Organff loudly' play 
The praises of the Lord in lively note's ; 

Tile wrhilcs, W’ith hollow' throntes. 

The Choristers the joyous Anthemc sing. 

That al the w'oods may answ’ere, and their 
eccho ring. ^ 

Behold, whiles she before the altar stands, 
Hearing the holy priest that to her siieakos. 
And blesscth her with his tw'o happy hands, 
How the red roses flush up in her checkes, 
And the pure snow', with goodly vermill stayiic 
Like crimsin dyde in graync ; 

That even th’ Angels, wiiich continually 
About the sacred Altarc doe remaine. 

Forget their service and abo# her fly, 

Ofte peeping in her face, that seems more fayre. 
The more they on it stare. 

But her sad eye^ still fastened on the ground. 
Are governed with goc dly modesty. 

That suffers not one looke to glau'nce awry. 
Which may let in a little thought unsow'iid. 
Why blush ye, love, ti» give to me your liand. 
The pledge of all our baud ! 

Sing, ye sveet Angels, Allcluya sing. 

That 'all the woods may answer^, and your 
eccho ring. 

Now' al is done : bring home the bride againe ; 
Bring home the triumph of our victory : 

Bring home with you the glurv of her gaine 
With joyance bring her and with jollity. 
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Never had man more joyfull day then this, 
Whom heaven would heape with blis, 

Make feast therefore now all this live-long 
day; 

This day for ever to me holy is. 

Poure out the wine without restraint or stay, 
Poure not bj*^ cups, but by the belly full, 

Poure out to all tliat wuU, 

And sprinkle all the poates and wals with wine, 
That they may sweat, and drunken be withall. 
Crowne ye Clod Bacchus Aviih a coronall, « 
AndHyinen also crowne with wreathes of vine; 
And let the Graces daunce unto the rest, 

For they cun doo it best : 

The whiles the mayd^s doe theyr carroll sing, 
To Avhich the womls'shall answen and theyr 
cccho ling. * 

Ring ye the bcls, ye yong men of the town^ 
And l^ve your wonted labors for this day : 
This day is holy ; doe ye write it downe. 

That ye for ever it remember may. 

This day the sunm is in his chiefest bight, 
With Bamaby the bright, 

From whence declining daily by degrees. 

He somewhat loseth of his licat and light. 
When once the Crah behind his back ha sees. 
But for this time it ill ordained was, 

To chose the longest day in all the yeare, 

And shortest night, when longest fitter weafe: 
Yet never day so long, but late would passe, 
icing ye the bels, to make it weare away, 

And bonefiers makAill day ; 

And daunce about them, and about them sing, 
That all the woods may answer, and your 
eccho ring. 

Ah ! when will this long weary day have end, 
And lende roe leave to come unto my love ? 
How slowly do tlic houres theyr numbers 
spend ? 

How slowly does sad Time his feathers move ? 
Hast thee, O fairest I’lanet, to thy home. 
Within the Westerne fome: 

Thy tyred steedes long since have need of rest. 
Long though it be, at last 1 see it gloome. 

And the bright evening-star with golden creast 
Appeare out of the East. [love ! 

Fayre childe of beauty! glorious lampe of| 
That all the host of hwven in rankes doost 
lead, ^ [dread. 

And giiy<^Kt lovers through the^nights sad 
How chearefully thou lookest from al^ve. 

And seemst to laugh atweene thy twinkling 
light. 

As jo 3 ring in the sight 
Of these glad many, which for joy doe sing. 
That all the woods them answer, and their| 
echo ring ! j 


Now ceasse, ye damsels, your delights fore-past; 
Enough it is that all the day was youres : 
Now day is doen, and night is iiighing fast. 
Now bring the Brydc into the brydoll boureSL 
The night is come, now soon her disaray. 

And in her bed her lay; 

Lay her in lillies and 111 violets, ^ 

And silken courteins over her display, 

And odourd shoctes, and Arras coverlets. 
Betibld how goodly my faire love does ly, 

In proud humility ! 

Like unto Muiu, when as Jove her took 
In Tempo, lying on ihc fiowry gras, 

'fwixt sleepe and wake, after she weaiy was, 
With bathing in the Acidalian brooke. 

Now it is night, yo damsels may be gon, 

And leave my love alone, 

And leave likewise your former lay to sing : 
The woods no more shall answere, nor youi 
cchoc;ing. 

Now welcome, night ! thou night so long ex- 
pected, I 

That long dales labour doest at last defray. 
And all my carts, which criicll Ix)vc collected. 
Hast sumd in one, and cancelled for aye ; 
Spread thy bntad wing over my love and me, 
That no man may us sec; 

And in thy smde mantle us enuTap, 

From feare of ])errill and foule horror free. 

Let no false treason seeke us to entrap. 

Nor any dread disquiet once annoy 
The safety of our joy, 

But l^t the night 'be calme, and quietsome, 
Witliout tempestuous storms or sad afiray : 
Lyke as when Jove with fayre Alcmena*lay, 
When he b ‘got the great Tirynthian OToomet 
Or lyke as when he witli thy selfe did lie 
And begot Majesty. 

And let the mayds afidyongmen cease to sing; 
Ne let the woods them answer nor theyr 
eccho ring. 

Let no lamenting crA'es, nor dolefiill teares. 

Be heard all night within, nor yet without ; 
^ let false whispers, breeding'^hidden feores, 
Aeuke gentle sleepe with misconceived douL 
Let no deluding dreames, nor dreadfrill sights, 
Make sudden sad affrights ; [harmes, 

Ne let house-fyres, nor lightnings helpelesse 
Ne let the Pouke, nor other cvill uprights, 
Neletmischivoiis witches with theyr charmes, 
Ne let hob Goblins, names whose sence we see 
not, 

Fray us with things thai, be not t [heard, 
Let not the shriech Oule not’ ^e Storke be 
Nor the night Raven, that still deadly yds ; 
Nor damned ghosts, cald up with mighty spela. 
Nor griesly vultures, make us onoe affMid : 
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Ne let th* unpleasant Quyre of Frogs still And thou, great Juno! which with awful 
Make us to wish theyr choklpg. [croking might 

Let none of these theyr drery accents sing ; The lawes of wedlcKik still dost, patronize ; 

Ne let the woods them ausM'er, nor theyr eccho And the religion of the faith first plight 

ring. With sacred rites hast taught to solemnize; 

And ecke for comfort often called art 
But let stil Silence trew night-watches keepe, < )f women in their smart ; 

That sacred Peace may in assurance rayne, Etcrnallv bind thJli this lovelv band, 

And tymely Sleep, when it is tyme to sle^>e, And all tliv blessings unto us impart. 

May poure his limbs forth on your plcaTant And thou/glad Genius ! in whose gentle hand 
playne ; 'Bite bridale bow're and goiiiall bed remaine, 

The- whiles an hundred litlle winged loves, Without blemish or staine ; 

Like divers-fetheresd doves. And the sweet pleasures of thevr loves delight 

Shall fly and flutter round about your bed, With secret avde doest succour and supplv, 
And in the secret darke, that none reproves, Tin they bring forth thf^riiitfull progeny; 
Their prety stealthes shal Avorke, and snares Send us thn timely fruit of this same night. 

shal spread And thou, favre ifelK;! and thou. Hymen free ! 

To filch away sweet snatches of delight, Grant that it may so be. 

Conceald tlirough covert night. ^ Til which avc cease your further prayse to 

Ye sonnes of Venus, play 5 'our spdfts at will! sing: 

For greedy pleasure, carelessc of your toyes, Ne anv woods shall answer, nor your Eccho 
Thinks more upon hgr paradise of joyes, "ring. • 

Then what ye do, aloe it good or ill.* 

All night therefore attend j’oui mcriy' play. And ye high heavens, the temple of the gotls, 
For it will soonc be day : ’ ;In which a thousand torches flaming bright 

Noav none doth hinder you, that say or sing ; Doe b|jrnp, that to us n retched earthly clods 
Ne will the woods now answer, nor your Eccho In dreadful darknessc lent desired light ; 

ring. • j And all ye powers w'hich in the .■same remayne, 

M«re then w'c men can favne ! 

Whoisthesame, which at my window j^epesV out your blessing on us plcntiously, 

Or whose is that faire face that shines so And happy influence u))on us rainc, 
bright? I That Ave may raii-e a larg^posterity, 

Is it not Oiuthia, she that ncA’er sleepes, I Which from the earth, Avhich tliey mav long 
Hut walkes about, high lieaA'cn al the nijfht? j With lasting happinesse, * [possesse 

0 ! fnyrest goddessc, do thou not envy X7p to your haughty pallaees may mount; 

My loA’e Avith me to spy : [thought, And, for the guerdon of theyr glorious merit, 

For thou likewise didst love, thougdi now un- May heaA’^enly tabernacles there inherit, 

And for a fleece of wooll, which privily , Of blessed Saints for to increase the count, 
'fhe Latmian shephenl oii^e unto thee brought, So let ns rest, sweet love, in hope of this. 

His pleasures with thee vrought, I And cease till then our tymely joyes to sing . 

Therefore to us be faA’orable now ; The woods no more us answer, nor our ecchc 

And sith of wemens labours thou hast cl^rge, ring ! • 

Ami generation goodly dost enlarge, 

Endine thy will t'effect our wishfull vow, ^mgl made in lieu of many ornamentKj 
And the chast wombe informe with timelv With which my love should duly have been dect 
seed, Which cutting off through hasty accidents^ 

That may our comfort breed : Ye would m/t stay your dew time to expect^ 

Till which we cease our hopcfull hap to sing ; But pronust both to recompens; 

Ne let the woods us answeie, nor our Eccho Be unto her a gt^ly otnament^ 

riilg. And for short time an endlesse moniment. 
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FOWEE HTMNES, 

« 

MADE BY 

EDM. gPENSER. 

TO THE BIGHT HONORABLE AND MOST VERTUOU8 LADIEB^ 

THE LADIE MARGARET, 

COVNrp:SSE OF COBIULRLAND, AX1> 

THE LADIE MARIE, 

COUNTESSE OF WAR^V1CK^!:. 

Having in the keener times of my 3 'outh,' I doe dedicate joyntly unto you two honorable 
composed these former two Hymiics in the sisters, as to \the most excellent and rare 
praise of Love and Reautie, and finding that ornaments of ml true love and beautie, both 
the some too iiHich pleased those of like age in the one and the other kinde; humbly be- 
and disposition, whi»h being too \ elierilcntly seeching you to vouchsafe the patronage of 
caried with that kind of aHection, do rather^ them, and toKicccpt this my humble service, 
Bucke out fM)yson to their strong passion, tidin' in lieu of the great graces and honourable 
hony to their honest delight, 1 Avas moved by 1 favours which ye dayly shew unto me, untill 
tlie one of j’ou two most excellent Ladies, t»> such time as 1 may. by better meanes, yeeld 
call in the same. But, being unable so to doc, ' you some more notable testimonie of iny 
by rca.son that manV co])ies thereof Avere for-' thank full mind and dutifull devotion. And 
merly scattered abroad, I resolved at least to CAren fto I pray for your happinesse. Green- 
amend, and, by way of retractation, to refurme wich this first of September, 1596. Your 
them, making^ in stead of those two H^’^mnes Honors must bounden ever, 
of earthly or naturall love and beautie, two in all humble service, 

others of heavenly and celcstiall. The which' ED. SP. 
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AN HYMNE IN HONOUE OF LOVE. 


Love, that lung since hast to thy mighty 
powre 

Perforce subdude my poore captivCd hart. 
And, raging now therein with rcstlcsse 
Btowre, 

Doest tyrannize in everie weaker pan : 

Faine ii'ould I seeke to ease iny bitter smart 
By any serArice 1 might do to thee,* 

Or ought tiiat else might to thee pleasing bee. 

And now 1* assAvage the force of tliis new 
dame, 

And make thee more propitious in my need, 

1 meane to sing the praises of thy name, 

And thy victorious conquests to areed, 

By which thou madest many harts to bleed 


Of mighty Victors, with wyde wounds em- 
brewed, 

by thy cruel] darts to thee subdewed. 

Onely 1 feare roy wits enfeebled late. 

Through the shaqie sorrnwes which thou hast 
me bred, [relate 

Should faint, and words should faile me to 
The wondrous triumphs of my great gml-hod 1 
But, if thou woiildst vouchsafe to overspred 
Me Avith the shadow of thy gentle wing, 

I should enabled bo thy actes to sing. 

Come, then, O come, thou mightie God of 
Loa’c, 

Out of thy silver bowres and secret bli'Se, 
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Where thou doest sit in Venus lap above, 
Bathing tliy wings in her ambrosiall kissc, 
That sweeter farre then any Nectar is; 

Gome softlv, and my feeble* breast inspire 
With gentle furie, kindled of thy fire. 

And ye, sweet Muses ! which have 
^proved 

The piercing points of his avcngofiill dai^ ; 
And ye, faireNimphs ! which oftentimes nave 
loved 

The crucll worker of your kindly smarts, 
Prepare your selves, and open wide your harts 
For to receive the triumph of your glorie, 
That made you merie 
sorie. 


And ye, faire blossomes of youths wanton 
breed. 

Which in the conquests of your Ivautio host, 
Whorowitli your lovers fcelile eyes you feed, 
But sterve their harts that iiccdctli nourture 
most, • [host. 

Prepare vour selves to marc]i amongst his 
And all the way tliis sacreil hymne do sing, 
Made in the honor of your SoVeraigne king. 

Great God of Might, that^ignest in tlie 
mynd, 

And all the bodie te thy best doest frame, 
Victor of gods, subduer of mankynd, 

That doeat the Lions and full Tigers tame, 
Making their cruell rage thy sconicfull game. 
And ill their roring taking great deligh^ 

Who cen expressc tlie glorie of tliy might V 

Or who alive can perfectly declare 
The wondrous cradle of thine infancic. 

When thy great mother Venus lirst thee bare, 
Begot of ‘Plentie and of Penurie, 

Though elder then thine owno nativitie, 

And yet a chyld, renewing still thy yeares. 
And yet the mest of the heavenly Pcargs ? 

For ere this worlds still moving mightie masse^ 
Out of great Chaos ugly prisim crept. 

In whidi his goodly face long hidden was • « 
From heavens view, and in deepe dorknesse 

Love, that\ad now long time securely slept 
In VenuB lap, unarmed then and naked, 

Gan reaie ids head, by Clotho being waked : 

And, taking to him wings of his owne heato. 
Kindled at first from heavens lifergiving tyre. 
He gan to move out of his idle seate ; I 

Weakcly at first, but after with desyre ! 
Lifted aloft, he gan to mount up hyre. 

And, like fresh Eagle, make his hardie flight 
Through all that great wide wast, yet wanting 
light. 


Yet wanting light to guide his wandring w’ay. 
Ilia owne faire mother, for all creatures sake, 
Did lend him light from her owne goodly ray; 
Then through tlie world his way he gan to 
take. 

The world, that was not till he did it make. 
Whose sundric pirts he from themselves did 
sever 

ITic which before had lycn confused ever. 

Vhe earth, the ayre, the water, and the fyre, 
'nieii gan to raungc them selves in huge array, 
And with contrary forces to conspyre 
ICach against other by all meanca they may, 
oft when ye werej'riircatning tlieir owne qpnfusion and decay : 

Ayre hatet^earth, and water hated fyre. 

Till Love relented their rebellious yra. 

He then them tookc, and, temi>ering goodly 
well 

Tlieir contrary dislikes with loved meanes. 

Did place them all in orderfand compell 
To keepe them selves within their sundrie 
raines. 

Together linkt with Adamantine chaincs ; 

Yet so. as that in every living wight 
They mixe themselves, affd shew their kindly 
might. 

So*ever since they firmcly have remained. 

And duly well observed fiis beheast ; 

Through which now all these things that are 
contained • 

Within this goodly cope, both most ami least. 
Their being have, and dayly are increast 
Through secret sparks of his infused fyre. 
Which in the barraine cold he doth iiispyre. 

Thereby they all do live, and moved are 
To multiply the likenesse of their kynd, 
Whilcst they seeke onely, without further 
care. f fynd ; 

To quench the flame which tiiey in burning 
Butman that breathes a more immortall mynd. 
Not for lusts sake, but for cternitie, 

Seekes to enlarge his lasting progenic : 

For, having yet in his deducted spright 
Some sparks remaining of that heavenly fyre. 
He is enlumind with that goodly light,* 

Unto like goodly seniblant to aspyre ; 
Therefore in choice of love he doth desyre 
That seemes on earth most heavenly to em- 
brace. 

That same is Bcautio, borne of heavenly race. 
For sure of all that in this moi-tall frame 
Contained is, nought more divine doth seeme^ 
Or that resembletii more th’ immortall flame 
Of heavenly light, then Beauties glorious 
bcam& 

Qq 
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What wonder then, if with such raj^e oxtremo 
Fraile men, whose eyes seek heavenly things to 
sec, 

At sight thpjeof so much enravisht bee? 

Which well perceiving, that iin])CTious boy 
Doth therwith tip his .sh!irf\piupoisned darts, 
AVluch glancing through the eyes with eoun- 
toiiance coj' [ harts, 

Best not till they have piorst the tremblmg 
And kindled tlame in all their inner fiarts, ' 
Which snekes the blood, and drinketh up the 
lyle, 

Of carefnll wretches with consuming griefc. 

Thenceforth they pla3’he, and make ful piteous 
mone ^ 

Unto the author of their halefull bane : 

The dales they waste, the nights they grieve 
and gron e, [ daiiie ; 

'I'heir lives they loath, and heavens light di'i- 
Nolight but th5it,Athoselampe doth j’ct remamej 
Fresh burning in the image of their eve, i 
Thej' deigne to see, and seeing it still <l\’e. 

That Avhilst thou tyrant Love doest laugh and 
scoriic ^ 

At their complaints, making thoir paiue tl\y 
Whylest they l\"c languishing like thraLs for- 
lornc, ’ ® 

The whyles thou doest triumph in their decay ; 
And otllerwhyles, their dying to delay. 

Thou doest eraraarhie the proud hart of her 
Whose love before their life they doe prefer. 

So hast thou often done (ay me, the more !) 
To me thy vassall, whose yet bleeding hart 
With thousand wounds thou mangled hast so 
sore. 

That w’hole remaines scarse anv little part ; 
Yet, to augment the anguish of my smart. 
Thou hast enfrosen her disdainefull brest. 

That no one dr*p of pitie there doth rest. 

Why then do I this honor unto thee. 

Thus to ennoble lliy victorious name. 

Since thou doest shew no favour unto mce, 

Ne once move ruth m that rebellious Dame, 
.Somewhat to slack e the rigour of ray flame? 
Certes small glory doest thou w'inne Iiercbv’, 
To let her live thus free, and me to dj'. 

But if thmi be indecdc. as men thc6 call. 

The worlds great Parent, the most ‘kind pre- 
server 

Of living wighLs, the soveraine Lord of all. 
How falles it then that with thy furious kr- 
vour 

Thou doest afflict as well the not-deserver, 

As him that doeth thy lovely heaata desjuze, 
And on thy subjects most doest tyrannize ? 


Vet herein okc thy glory scemeth more, 

so haul handling those which best thee 
serve. 

That, ere thou doest them unto grace restore, 
'I’hou maj'cst well tne if they will ever 8wer\’e, 
And mayest them make it better to deserve. 
And, having gut it. may it mure esteeme ; 

For things hard gotten men more dearely deeme. 

So hard those heavenly beauties he enfyred 
As things divine, least passions doe imprc'sse, 
The more of siedfast my nils to be admyrwl. 
The more tlicx stayed be on stedfastnesse ; 
But baseI)ornc inyiids sucli lamps regard the 
lesse. 


Which at first blowing take not hastie fyre ; 
.Such fancies leele no love, but loose desyre. 


For love is Lord of truth and loialtie, 

Lifting hinvclfe out of the luw'h' dust 
On golden })lumes np to the purest skie, 

Alxive the reach of loathly sinfull lust. 

Whose base affect througCi cow’ardly distrust 
Of his weake wungs dare not to heaven fly, 
But like a mohfwariie in the. earth doth lj\ 

lli.s dunghill thoughts, which do themselves 
enure 

To dirlie dros^’o, no higher dare aspyre, 

Ne can his feeble earthly eyes endure 
The flaming light of that celestiall fi^ro 
Which kindleth love in generous deavre. 

And makes him mount above the native might 
Of Injavie eartli, uj) to the heavens hight. 

.Such is the powre of that sweet passion. 

That it all sordid basenesse doth cxpell. 

And the refyned mynd doth newly fashion 
Unto a fairer forme,' ■which imw doth dwell 
In his high thought, that w'ould it selfe cxcell, 
Wliich he bcholdinf^ still w'itli constant sight, 
Admires the mirrour of so heavenly light. 

Whase imag^ printing in his deepest wit, 

He thereon feeds his hungric fan tasy. 

Still full, yet never satisfyde with it ; 

Lijfe Tantalc, that in store doth slerved I3’, 

.^o doth he pine in most satiety ; 

For nought may quench his infinite desj’re, 
Once kindleA through that first conceived fyre. 
Thereon his m\md affixed wholly is. 

Xe thinks on ought but how it to attaine; 

Ills care, his Joy, his hope, is all on this, 

That seemes in it all blisses to containe, 

In sight Avhereof all other bliase seemes vainc ; 
Thri.se happie man ! might he the same pos- 
se.sse, 

He fairies himselfe, and doth his fortune blcsse. 


And though he do not win his wish to end, 
Yet thus farre happie he himselfe doth weene^ 
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That heavens such liappie grace did to liim 
lend, 

As thing on earth so heavenly to have seene 
His harts enshrined saint, his heavens queene, 
Fairer then fairest, in his fayning eye, 

Whose sole aspect he counts felicityc. 

Then forth he casts in his unquiet thong||t. 
What he may do, her favour tn obtainc ; 

What brave exploit, what perill hardly 
• yrronght ( pnine, 

What puissant conquest, what adveiitunms 
May please her best, and grace unto him 
gaine ; 

He di^ds no danger, nor misfortune feares, 
His faith, his fortune, in his breast he Ixiares. 


The gnawing envic, the hnrt-frcl.ting fcare. 
The vaine surmizes, the distrustfull showi“-. 
The false reports that 11\ ing talcs doc bearc, 
The doubts, the daungers, the dclayes, the 
woes. 

The fayned friends, the unassured foes, [toll, 
With thousands more tlien any tongue can 
Doc make a lovers life a wretches Jicll. 

¥et is there one more curbed thou they all. 
That eanckor-wormp. that luonsloi, Golosie, 
Which cutes the hart and feedesupon llio gall. 
Turning all loves delight to misrrie. 

Through feare of loosin^his felicitie. 

Ah, (iods y.hat ever ye that monster placed 
In gentle love, that all his joyes defaced ! 


Thou art his god, thou art bis mightie guyde, 
Thou, being blind, letst him not a§e his feares, 
Hut cariest him to that which he hath eyde. 
Through seas, through flames, through thou- 
sand swords ftid speares ; [stand, 
Xc ought so strong that may his force with- 
With which thou armest his'rcaistlesse hand. 

Witnesse Leander in the Kuxine waves. 

And stout iEneas in the Trqjanc fyre, 

Achilles preassing through nic Phrygian 
glaives. 

And Oqiheua, daring to provoke the yre 
Of damned flends, to get his love retyre ; f -way 
For both through heaven and hell thou makest 
To win them worship which to thee oba;j^ 

And if, by all these perils and these payncs. 

He may but purchase lyking in her eye, 

What heavens of joy then to himselfe he 
faynes ! 

Eftsoones he wvq)es quite out of memory 
Whatever ill before he di(f aby : 

Had it bene death, yet would he die againe. 
To live thus happie as her grace to gainc^‘ 

Yet, when he hath found favour to his will. 

He nathfimore can so contented rest, 

But forceth further on, and striveth still « , 
T* approch more neare, till in her inmost 
brest 

He may embosomd bee and loved best ; 

And yet not best, but to be lov’d alone ; 

For love can not endure a Faragone. 

Tlie feare wliereof, O how doth it torment 
His troubled mynd with more then hellish 
paiiie ! 

And to his fayning fansie represent [vaine. 
Sights never scene, and thousand shadowes 
To breakehis slecpe, and waste his ydle braine : 


By these, O Love ! thou docst thy entrance 
make 

Unto thy heaven, and docst the more endeere 
Thy pleasures unto those them partake. 

As after stormes, ^\hcu clouds lu-giu to clcaic. 
The Sunne more bright and glorious doth ap- 
peare ; 

So thou thy folke, through paines of Pnrgatoriu 
Dost iJbare unto thy blLssf[ and heavens glorie. 

There thou them placcst in a Pnradize 
Of%ll delight and joyous happie rest. 

Where they doc feede on Nectar heavenly -wizc, 
With Hercules and Hebe, and the rest 
Of Venus dearlings, throii||h her bountie blest; 
And lie like Gods in yvoric beds aravd, 

With rose and lillies over them displayd. 

There with thy daughter Pleasure they doe 
play [blame, 

Their hurtlesse sports, without rebuke or 
And in her snowy bosomc boldly lay 
Their quiet heads, devoyd of guilty shame. 
After full jiiyancp of their gentle game ; 
llicu her they orowne their G^ldesse and their 
Queene, 

And dccke with floures thy altars wcllbeseenc. 

Ay me ! deare Lord ! that ever I might hope. 
For all the paines and woes that 1 endure. 

To come at length unto the wished scope 
Of my desire, or might inyselfe assure 
That happio port for ever to recure ! [nil. 
Then would I thinke these paines no paines at 
And all myiwoes to be but penonce^mall. 

Then would I sing of thine immort.*ill praise 
An heavenly Hymne, such as the Angels sing. 
Ami thy triumphant name then would 1 raise 
Bove ail the gods, thee onely honoring 
My guide, my God, my victor, and my king: 


Thou that hast never lov’d const not beleeve Till then, dread Lord ! vouchsafe to take of me 
L^t part of th’ evils which poore loven This simple song, thus fram’d in praise of 


greeve. 


thee. 


o o 3 
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AN HYMNE IN HONOUR OF BEAUTIE. 


All ! whithpr, Love ! wilt thou now’carric me(‘? 
\Vliat wonllesse fiiTV dost thou now inspire 
Into my feeble breaH, too full of thee? 

Whylest seeking to aslake thy raffing fyre, 
Tlion in me kindlcst inucli more #;reat desyre. 
And up aloft above my strenjjth doest rayae 
The wondrous matter of my fyre to praysc. 

That as I earst, in praise of thine owne name, 
So now in honour of thy Mother d^nre, 

An honourable Hymne I eke should frame, 
And, with the brightnesse ofher beautie cleure, 
The ravisht harts of gazcfull men might reare' 
To admiration of that heavenly light, 

From whence prodieds such soule-enchaunting 
might. 

Therto do thou, great (loddesse! Quecne of 
Beauty, 

Mother of love, andjof all worlds delight, 
Without whose soverayne grace and kindly 
dew’ty 

Kothing on earth seemes fayre to fleshly si^t, 
Doe thou vouchsafe with thy love-k'iudling 
light 

T’ illuminate my dim and dulled ejme. 

And bcautifie this sacred hymne of thync : 

That both to thee, to whom I mcane it most, 
And eke to her, whose faire immortall bcame 
Hath darted fyre into my feeble ghost, 

That now it wasted is with woes extreame, 

It may so please, that she at length will streame 
Some deaw of grace into my withered hart. 
After long sorrow and consuming smart. 

What time fins worlds great Work- 

MATSTER DID CAST 

To make al things such as -we now behold, 

It seemes that he before his eyes had plast 
A goodly l*ateme, to whose perfect mould 
lie fashiond them as comely as he could, 

Tliat now so faire and seeraely they ajiiiear^ 
As nought may be amended any wheare. 

That woiulrous Paterne, -whercso^fe it bee, 
Whetherln earth layd up in secret store, 

Or else in heaven, that no man may it see 
With sinfull eyi^ for feare it to deflore, 

Is perfect Beautie, which all men adore ; 
Whose face and feature doth so much excell 
All mortall sence, that none the same may tdl. 

Thereof as every earthly thing partakes 
Or more or lesse, by influence divine, 


I 

So it more faire accordingly it makes, 

AnA the grosse matter i»f tliis earlhly myne 
Which clothctli it thereafter doth refyne. 
Doing away the drosse whicli dims the light 
Of that faire bcame which therein is empight. 

For, through infusion of celcstiall pow're, 

The duller earth it quickiieth with delight. 
And life-full spirits privily doth Mwrc 
Through all the parts, that to the lookers sight 
They seeire to please ; That is thy soveraine 
might, [beamc 

O Cyprian <jueene! which flowing from the 
Of thy bright starre, thou into them doest 
streame. 

That is the thing wiiich giveth pleasant grace 
To all tilings faire, that kindlctli lively fyre, 
Light of thylampc; whicli, shyning in the 
face, 

; Thence to thf soule darts amorous desyre. 
And robs the harts of those w'hich it admyre ; 
Therewith thou pointest thy Sons poysned 
arrow, [marrow. 

That w’ounds the life, and w'astes the inmost 

How vaiiicly then doe ydlc wita invent, 
ThalTbcautie is nought else but mixture made 
Of colours faire, and goodly temp’ramcnl 
Of pure complexions, that slioll quickly fade 
And (lasse aw’ay, like to a sommers shade ; 

Or that It is but comely composition 
Of parts w'ell measqrd, with meet disposition ! 

Hath white and red in it such w'ondrous powre, 
That it can pierce through th’ eyes unto the 
* [stowTe, 

And therein stirre such rage and restlesse 
As nought but death can stint his dolours 
ff «' smart? 

Or can proportion of the outward part 
Move such affection in the inward m^md, 

That it can rob both sense, and reason blyiid? 

Why doe not then the blossomes of the Add 
Which are arayd with much more orient hew, 
And to the sense most daintie odours vield, 
Worke like impre-ssion in the lookers vew' V 
Or why doe not faire pictures like powre shew, 
In which oft-times we nature see of art 
Exedd, in perfect limming every part? 

But ah ! beleeve me there is more then so, 
lhat w'orkes such wonders in tlie minds of 
men; 
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1, that, have often prov’d, too well it know, 
And who so list the like assayes to ken, 

Shall find by tn all, and confeHsc it then, 
That Ileautic is'not, as fond men inisdeeme. 
An outward shew of thiugs that onely sccmc. 

For that same goodly hew of white and red, 
With which the cheekes arc spruicklcd, shal 
decay. 

And those sweete rosy leaves, so faircly"p» ed 
Upon the lii)s, shall lade and fall away 
To that they were, even to corrupted clay : 
That golden wyie, those sparckling stars so 
bright 


Therefore whcrc-ever that thou doest behold 
A comclv corpse, with benutic faire eiidewcd, 
Know this for certaine, that the same doth 
hold 

A beauteous soule, witli faire conditions thewed, 
Fit to receive the scedc of vertuc strewed ; 

For all that fairc^is, is by nature good ; 

That is a signe to know the gentle blood. 

Yet oft it fallcs that many a gentle mynd 
^wels in deformed tabernacle drownd, 

Kithcr by chaunce, against the course of kynd. 
Or tlirough unaptnessc in the substance 
tuwiid, 


Shall tunic to dust, and loose their goodly light.; WHiich it assumed of s^cs tubbornc grownd, 
1) 4 it i. r 1 e 1 1 11 I That will not >ield unto her fonnes direction. 

Shall never be extinguish nor decay ; [tire,' And oft it fallcs, (aye me, the more to reiv !) 

{That goodly beautic, alhc heavenly borne. 


Jlut, when the vitall spirits doc (^pyre, 
Unto her native planet shall rctyre ; 

For it is heavenly borne and cun nut die, 
lleing a parcell of tiic purest skic. 


I Is foule abusd, and that cclcstiall hew, 
t Which doth the w orld wit|| her delight adonic, 
i Made but the bait of siimc, and sinners scorne. 


For when the soule, the whi(j)i derived Avas, I 
At first, out of that great immorlall Spright, I 
lly whom all live to love, whilome did {las 1 
Downe from the top of puicst heavens bight 
To be embodied here, it then lAoke light > 
And lively spirits from that fayrest starre 
Which lights the w’orld forth from his firic 
carre. 

Which iKiwre retayiiing still or more or lease, 
W'hcn slie in dcslily seede is eft enracey, 
Through every part she doth the same iui- 
|)rcase. 

According as the heavens have her graced. 
And frames her house, in which she will be 
placed, 

Fit for her sclfe, adorning it with spoyle 
Of th’ heavenly riches vhich she robd erc- 
whyle. 

Therof it comes that these faire soules, which 
have 

The most resemblance of that heavenly l^^N 
Frame to themselves most beautifull 'and 
brave 

Their fleshly bowre, most fit for their delight. 
And the grussc matter by a suvcrainc might 
Tempers so trim, that it ma^' well be ^eene 
A pallace lit for such a virgin Queene. 

So every spirit, as it is most pure. 

And Wh in it the more of heavenly light, 

So it the fairer bodie doth procure 
Tn habit in, and if more fairely dight 
With ciicarefull grace and amiable sight ; 

Fur of the soule the bodie forme doth take ; 
For soule is form^ and doth the bodie make. 


I Whilest every one doth seeke and sew to have 

I it, 

I Hut every one doth seeke but to deprave it. 

Yet natht^morc is that faire beauties blame. 
But theirs that do abuse it unto ill : 

Nothing so good, but that through guilty 
shame 

May be corru[)t, and wrested unto will : 
Nathelesse the soule faire and beauteous 
still. 

How ever fleshes fault it filthy make; 

For things immortoll no corruption take. 

But ye, faire Dames ! the worlds dcare orna- 
ments 

And lively images of heavens light. 

Let not your beames with such disparage- 
ments 

Be dime], and your bright glorib darkned quight ; 
But, mindfull still of your first countries sight, 
Doe still preserve your first informed grace. 
Whose shadow yel shyues in your beauteous 
face. 

Loatli that foule blot, that hellish fi€rbrand, 
Disloiall lust faire beauties foulest blame, 

That base aflectiuus, which your cares would 
blftyd 

Commend to you by loves abused tiame, 

But is indeedc the iKuidslavc of defame; 
Which will the garland of your glorie marre. 
And quench the light of your bright shyning 
starre. 

Rut gentle Ix>ve, that loiall is and trew, 

Will more illumine your resplendent ray^ 
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And adde moro brightnesse to 3 'our goodly hew, 

From light of hib pure lire; wliich, by like 
way 

Kindled of yours, vour likenease doth display; 

Like as two mirrours, by opi)osd reflexion, * 

Doe both expresso the faces flrst impression. 

Therefore, to make your beat.Lic more appeaie. 

It you belioves to love, and forth to lay 
That heavenly riches which in you ye bcare, 

Tliat men the more admj’re their fouutaindWhich carric privie messa'^c to the sprJglit, 


may ; 

For else Avhat booteth that celestiall ray, 

If it in darknessc be enshrincti ever, 

That it of loving eyes be vewed never? 

Ihit, in your choice of Troves, this A^fll advize, 
That lilccst to your selves ye them select. 

The whidi your forms flrst soursu may syin- 
pathizi'. 

And with like beauties parts be inly deekt ; 
For, if you loosely ^ivc without Tcs][)cct, 

It is no* love, but a discordant w'arrc, 

^VllOBe unlike parts amongst themselves do 
jarre. 

For Love is a celestial harmonic • 

Of likely harts compoad of starres concent, 
Which ioyne together in sweetc sympathie. 
To worke* ech others joy and true content. 


And with his spirits proportion to agrees 
He thereon fixeth all his fantasie, 

And fully setteth his felicitie ; 

Counting it fairer then it is indeede, 

And yet indeede her fairencsse doth exceedc. 

For lovers eyes more shar^ily sighted bee 
Then other mens, and in deore loves delight 
See more tlieii any other eyes can see, 
ThroQgh mutuall receipt of bcam 6 a bright. 


And to their eyes that inmost faire dia]ilay„ 
As plainc as light discovers danuiiiig day.* 

Therein they see, through amorous cye- 
glauiiccs, 

Armies of Loves still flying tixi and fro, 

Which dart at Uictn their litlc flerj^c lauiices ; 
Whom having wounded, backc agaiuc they go, 
Carrying compassion to their lovely foe; 
Who, seeing her faire eyes so ‘.harpe cflect. 
Cures all their sorrowes with one swoete 
aspect. 

In whidi how many wonders doe they reede 
To their conceipt. tlhat others never see ! 

Now of her smiles, with which their soules 
they feede. 

Like Cods* witff^Nectar in their bankets free; 
j Now of her lookes, whicli like to (Cordials bee; 
Which they have harbourd since their flrst ! But when her words embdssade forth she sends, 
descent [see! Lord, how sweete miisicke that unto them 


Out of their heavenifr bowres, where they did 
And know ech other here bclov’d to bee. 

Then wrong it were that any other twainc 
Should in loves gentle band'eombyned bee 
But those whom heaven did at flrst ordaine. 
And made out of one mould the more t’ agree; 
For all, that like the beautie n Inch they see. ; 
Straight do not love ; for Love is not so light 
As str ri |dtt to bume at first beholders sight. | 

But th^^which^ove indeede, lookc othenvisc, 
With pure regard and spotlesac true intent^ 
Drawing out of the object of their eyes 
A more refj ned formej which they present 
Unto their mind, voidc of idl blemishment ; i 
Which it reducing to her first yiorfection, ! 
Beholdeth free from fleshes frayle infection. 

And then conforming it unto the light. 

Which in it selfe it hath remaininff fftill, 

Of thatflrsif Siinne, yet spareklingi^his sight, 
Thereof be fashions m his higher stf 11 
An heavenly beautie to his fancies will ; 

And, it embracing in bis mind cntjTc, 

The mirruurof his owne thought doth admyre. 

•Which seeing now so inly faire to be, 

As outward it appeareth to the eye^ 


lends! 

Sometimes upon her forhead they Ixihold 
A thousand Graces masking in delight ; 
Sometimes within her eye-lids they unfold 
Ten thousand sweet bclgards, which to their 
sight [night ; 

Doe seeme like twinckling starres in frostie 
But on her lips, like fosy buds in May, 
hk) many millions of dwte pleasures play. 

All thhse. O Cythcrca ! and thousands more 
Thy handmaides be, which do on thee attend. 
To dccke thy beautie with their dainties store, 
Tbab may it more to mortall eyes commend, 
And make it more admyr’d of foe and frend ; 
That in mens harts thou mayst thy tlirone 
enstall. 

And spied thy lovely kingdome over-all. 

Then Id, tryum]»h ! O great Beauties (iuecnc, 
Advance the banner of thy coiirmest hie, 

That all this world, the whicn thy vassals 
bcene, 

May draw to thee, and with dew ftialtie 
Adore the powre of thy great Majestic, 
Binging this Ilymne in honour of thy name, 
Compyld by me, which thy pooreliegemao ami 
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In lieu whereof graunt, O great fcjovcrainc ! 
That she, whose conquering hoautie doth 
captive 

My trembling hart in her eternall chainc, 

One drop of grace at length will to me give, 
That I her bounden thrall by her may live, 
And this same life, which ‘first fro me sliu 
rcaved, 

May owe to her, of whom 1 it roceavcd. • 


I And > ou, fa ire Venus dearl i ng, my dearc dread ! 
Fresh liowre of grace, great (Joddcsse of my 
life, [ read, 

When your fairc eyes Ihesc fearefull lines slial 
IVigiie to Jet fall one drop of dew reliefc. 

That may lecure my liarts long jiyninggriefe. 
And shew what Wondrous powre your beauty 
hatl). 

That cau restore a damned wight from death. 


AN HYMNE OF HEAVENLY LOVE. 


Ijovk, lift me up upon thy gulden wings, With him hcraignd, before all time prescribed, 
Fnim tlii^ base world unto thy heavens hight, Tii endlessc glm-ic and imiuortall might, 
AVhere I may sec those admirable things Together wilh that third from them derived, 
Which there thou wurkest by thy soverainc Most wise, most holy, mo.‘.talmjghtie Spright! 


j Whose kingdomes throne no thought of 
earthly wight \ verse 

(lull eomiirciicnd, much l^se my trembling 
jAVith equall words can hope it to reliersc. 

Many lewd laves (ah! woe is*me the more !) jYet, O most blessed Spirit! 


might, * 

I’arre above feeble reticli of carthl}' sight, 
That 1 thereof an h^ivenly Hymne may sing 
Unto the God of Love, high heavens king. 


In praise of that mad tit which fooles call I 
love, 

1 have in tli’ heat of youth majjp heretofore, 
That in light wits did loose affection move ; 
Hut all those follie.s now 1 do reprove, 

And turned have the tenor of my string, 

The heavenly jirayscs of true love to sing. 

And ye that wont w’ith greedy vaine de'^ire 
To readc my fault, and, womlring at iiiy^lame. 
To warme your selves at my w ide .spareUliiig 
tire, ’ f blame, 

Sith now that heat is (luencbcd, quench my 
And in her ashos shrowd my dying shame ; 
For who my pa.ssed follies now’ pursewes, 
liegiiines Ills owue, and my ohl lault renew’cs. 

Hefoue this w’oni.iis gukat frame, in 
which al things • 

Are now coiitaiiid, found any being-idace, 

Kvo Hitting Time could wag liis eyas wings 


pure lainiic of 

light, 

Eteriftdl spring of grace and wisedome trew', 
Vouchsafe to shed into my barren spright 
Some little drop of tliy celcstiall dew’, 

That may my rymes w'ith sweet iiiliisc cm- 
biew, 

And give me w’ords equall unto my thought, 
To tell the inarveilcs byfhy mercic wToiiglit. 

Yet being pregnant still W’ilb powrrfull grace. 
And full of triiiifull love, that loves to get 
Things like liimselfe, and to eiilaigc lus lacc, 
His .second brood, though not iu powre so 
great, 

Yet full of beautie, next he did beget 
An infinite increase of Angels bright, 

All glistring glorious in their Makers light. 

To them tlie heavens illimital^le hight 
(Not this round heaven, which we fiom hence 
behold, ♦ 


About that mightie bound wduch doth #i«i- Adomd with thousand lamps of burning light, 
brace [by apace, | And 'with ten thousand gemmes of shynmg 

riic rolling Spheres, and parts their hourcs 


That High Ktcmall Powre, w’hich now doth 
move 

III all these things, mov’d in it selfc by love. 


gold,) 

He gave os their inheritance to hold. 

That they might seiwo him 111 eternall blis. 
And be partakers of those joyes of his. 


It lov’d it selfe, because it selfe was fairc; 
(For fuire is lov’d ;) and of it selfe begot. 

Like to it selfe his eldest sonne and heire, 
Etcmidl, pure, and voide of sinfidl blot, 

The firstling of his joy, in w’hom no jot 
Of loves dislike or pride was to be found, 
A^om be therefore with equall honour 
crownd. 


nicre they jif their triiiall triplicitfes 
j About hint wait, and ou his will depend, 

I Either with nimble wings to cut the skies, 

I AVheii he them on his messages doth send. 

Or on his owne dread presence to attend, 
AVhere they behold the glorie of his light. 

And caroll Hymnes of love both day and 
I night. 
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Both day, and night, is unto them all one ; 
For he his beames doth still to them extend, 
That darknesse there appeareth never none ; 
Me hath their day, nc hath their blisse, an end, 
But there their termelesse time in pleas are 
spend ; ^ 

Ne ever should their happines.^c decay. 

Had not they der’d their Lord to disobay. 

But pride, impatient of long resting peace, 

Did pulfe them up with greedy bold ambition. 
That they gan cast their state how to increase 
Above the fortune of tlieir tirst condition, ^ 
And sit in (iods owne ^.at without commission ; 
The brightest Angell, even the Child of Light, 
Drew millions more against their Oiod to light 

Th’ Almighty, seeing their so bold assay, 
Kindled the dame of Ilia consuming yre. 

And with His onely breath them blew away 
From heavens higtt, to which tlicy<lid aspyre. 
To deepest hell, and lake of damned fyre, 
Where they in darknesse and dread horror 
dwell, 

Hating the happie hght from which the}' fell. 

So that next off-spring of the Makers love, 
Xext to Hirasclfe in glorious degree, 
Dcgendentig to hate, fell from above * 
Through pride, (for pride and love may ill 
agree) 

And now of sinne* all eiusample Iwe ; 

How then can sinfull flesh itselfc assure, 

Sitli purest Angels fell to be impure? 

But that Eternall Fount of love and grace, 
Still flowing forth His goodnesse unto all. 

Now' seeing left a waste and emptie place 
In His wyde Pallace, through those Angels fall. 
Cast to supply the same, and to enstull 
A new tinknowen Colon v therein, 

Whose root fA)m earths base groundworke 
shold begin. 

Therefore of clay, base, vile, and next to 
nought, ” [might, 

Yet form’d by wrondrous skill, and by llis 
According to an heavenly patternc wrought. 
Which He had fashioud in his wise foresight, 
He man did make, and breathd a living spright 
Into his ^ce most beaulifidl and jhyre, 
Endewd with wisedomes riches, heavenly, rare. 

Such He him made, that he resemble might 
Himselfe, as mortall thing immortall could ; 
Him to be Lord of every living wight 
He made bv love out of His ownc like mould, 
In whom He might His mightic selfe behould; 
For Love doth love the thing bclov’d to set^ 
That like itst^e in lovely shape may bee. 


But man, forgetfull of his Makers grace 
No lessc then Angels whom he did ensew, 
Fell from the hope of promist heavenly place, 
Into the mouth of death, to sinners dew, 

And all his ofT-spring into thraldomc threw, 
Where they for ever should in bonds rcmainc 
Of ucver-dead yet ever-dying painc •, 

Tillchat great Lord of I^ovc, which him at 
first 

Made of meerc love, and after liked well, 
Seeing him lie like creature long accurst 
In that deepe horror of despeyred heU, 

Him, wretch, in doole would let no longer 
dwell, 

But cast out of that bondage to redeeme, 

And pay the price, all were his debt cxtrccmc. 
Out of the bosome of eternall blisse. 

In which hf. reigned with his glorious syre, 

He downc descoiided, like a most deinisse 
And abject in fleshes frailc attyre, 

That He for him might pay sinnes deavlly hyre, 
And him restore unto Uiat happie state 
In which he st^od before his haplessc fate. 

In flesh at first the guilt committed was. 
Therefore in flesh it must be satisfyde; 

Nor si>irit, inA Angell, though tljcy man sur- 
pas, [guyde. 

Could make amends to God for mans niis- 
But onely man himselfe, who sclfc did slyde ; 
So, taking flesh of sacred virgins W’ombc, 

For ^ons dcarc sake be did a man become. 

And that most blessed bodic, which ivas borne 
Without all blemish or rcprochfull blame, 

He freely gave to be both rent and tome 
Of criicll hands, who with despightfull shame 
Revyling him, that them most vile became, 

At length Iiim nayljd on a gallow'-trec, 

And slew' the Just by most unjust decree. 

O hgge and most unspeakable impression 
Of loves deepe wound, that picist the piteous 
liarl 

O^that dcarc Lord with so entyre aflcction, 
Ainl, sharply launching every ‘inner part, 
Dolours of death into his soule did dart. 

Doing him die that never it deserved. 

To free his foes, that from his heast had 
swerved ! 

What hart can feele least touch of so sore 
launch, [wound? 

Or thouglii can think the depth of so deare 
Whose bleeding sourse their streames yet never 
staunch 

But stil do flow, and freshly still redound, 

To heale the sores of sinfull soules unsound, 
And dense the guilt of that infected cryme 
Which was enrooted in all fleshly dyme. 
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O blessed Well of Love ! O Floure of Grace I 
O glorious Moniiug-Starre ! O Lampe of 
Light ! 

Most lively image of thy Fathers face, 

Etemall King of Glorie, Lord of Might, 

Mecke Lambo of God, before all worlds be- 
hight. 

How can we thee requite for all this good ? 

Or what can prize that thy most ^ccious 
blood? 

• 

Vet nouglit thou ask’st in lieu of all this love, 
Jlut love of us, for guerdon of thy painc : 

Ay me ! what can 11s lesse tlicn that behove ? 
Ilod he required life of us againo, [game ? 
Had it beeiie wrong to aske his owiie Avjth 
He gave us life, he it restored lost ; 

Then life were least, that us so litle cost. 

Hut he our life hath left unto fts free, [ baml ; 
Free that Avas thrall, and blessed that Avas 
Ne ought demau^ds but that we loving bee, 

As he himselfe hatli lov'd us aforc-hand, 

And bound therto Avith auctcrnall band, 

Him first to love that us so dcavcly bought^ 
And next our brethren, to Ills image wrought. 

Him first to love great righf and reason is, 
Who first to us our life and being gave, ' 
And after, Avhen we fared had amis sc, 

Us wretches from the second death did save ; 
And last, the fotid of life, Avhieli uoav wc have, 
Even he himselfe, in his deare sacrament, 

To feede our hungry soules, unto uslent. 

Then next, to love our brethren, that Avere 
made 

Of that selfe mould, and that selfe Makers hand, 
That we, and to the siimc againc shall fade, 
Where they shall have like licritage of land, 
How ever "here on higher step- Ave stand, 
Which also were with sclfe-same ^irice re- 
deemed 

That we, hoAv ever of us light esteemed. 

And were they not, yet since that lovifl}? Lord' 
Commaunded us to love them for bis sake, 
Even for his sake, and for his sacred word. 
Which in his lost bequest he to us spake, 

Wc should them loA'e, and with their needs 
partake ; 

Knowing that, Avhatsoure to them wc give, 

We give to him by whom we all doe live. 

Such mercy he by his most holy reede 
Unto us taught, and to approve it trew, 
Ensampled it by his most righteous deede, 
SheAving us me'rcic (miserable crew !) 

Tltot we the like should to the wrctdies sheAV, 


And love our brethren ; thereby to approve 
How much, himselfe that loved us, we love. 

Then louze thy selfe, O Earth 1 out of thy 
soyle, 

In Avhich thou wallowcst like to filthy swyne. 
And doest thy mynd in durty pleasures moyle^ 
Unmindfull of that dearest Ix>id uf thyne ; 

Lift up to him thy heavic clouded eync. 

That thou his soveraine bountie mayst behold. 
And read, through love, his mercies manifold. 

Beginne from first, where he encradlcd was 
In simple cratch, wrapt in a Avad of hav, 
lletAveeiie the toylcfull Oxc and humbfe Assc, 
And in what rags, aigl in hoAv base aray, 

The glofy of our heavenly riches lay. 

When him the silly Shepbeards eume to sec, 
Whom greatest Princes sought on lowest 
knee. 

From thence rcade on the storic of his life, 

Ills humble carriage, hj| uiifaulty Avayes, 

Ills cancred foes, his tights, his tuyle, his 
strife, 

His paines, his puvertic, his sharpe assayes, 
Through Avhich he past his miserable dayes, 
Olfbnding none, and Aing good to all, 

Yet being malist both of great and small. 

And luoke at lust, how of most wretched wights 
He taken Avas, betrayd, and false accused ; 
lloAv Avitb most scorncfull taunts, and fell des- 
rights, • 

He was revyld, disgrast, and foule abused ; 
IloAv scourgd, how crowiid, how buffeted, hoiv 
brused ; 

And lastly, how tAvixt robbers crucifyde, 

With bitter Avouuds through hands, through 
feet, and syde ! 

Then let thy flinty hart, that feeles no painc, 
Kmpierced be Avitli pittifull remorse, 

And let thy bowels bleedi^iii every vaine, 

At sight of his most sacred heavenly corse, 

So tome and mangled with malicious forse ; 
And let thy soule, whose sins his sorrows 
^ wrought, 

Melt into teares, and grouc in grieved thought. 

With sence whereof, whilest so thy softened 
spirit 

Is inlj^ toucht, and humbled Avitli meeke zeale 
Through meditation of his endksse merit, 

Lift up thy mind to th' Author of thy wcale, 
And to his soveraine mercie doe appeale ; 
Learne him to love that loved thee so deare, 
And in thy brest his blessed image beare. 

With all thy hart, with all thy soule and 
^ mind, [brace j 

Thou muHt him love, and hia breasts am- 




6o2 


AN HVMNE OF HEAVENLY LOVE. 


[i.. 262-287, 


All other loves, vritli which the world doth 
blind 

Wcake fancies, and slirre up aifccliuns base, 
Thou must renounce and utterly displace, 

And pve thy seifc unto him full and tree, 
That full and freely gave himselfc to thee. 

Then shall thou fcele thy spirit so iiossost. 
And ravisht witli devouring great desire 
Of his doare selfe, tliat shall thy feeble brest 
Inflame Avith love, and set tlieo* all on lire 
With burning zoale, through every part entire, j 
That in no earthly thing thou shall delight, 
But in his SAveet iind amiable eight. 
Thenceforth all worlds desire Anil in thee dye, 
And all earthes gluiie, Sa which men^do gaze. 


Seeme durt and drosse in thy pure-sighted eye, 
Compar’d to that cclestiall beauties blaze. 
Whose glorious beames all tleshly sense doth 
daze 

With admiration of their passing light, 
Blinding the eyes, and lumiuing the spri^ht. 

Then shall thy ravisht soulc inspired bee 
With ^eaA^euly thoughts farre above humane 
skil, 

4.nd thy bright radiant eyes shall plaincly see 
Th’ Idee of his pure glorie present still 
Before thy face, that all thy spirits shall fill 
W'ith swcctc enragement of celestiall love, 
Kindled through sight of those faire things 
above. 


AN HYMNE OF HEAVENLY BEAUTIE. 


Kapt Avith the rage of mine own r,*iA'isht! 

thought, I 

Through contemplation of diose goodly sights, ; 
And glorious images i^ heaven Avrought, f 
Whose wondrous ucauty, breathing tAioet de-| 
lights 

Do kindle love in high conceipted sprights ; 

I faine to tell the tilings that 1 boliold, 

But feele my Avits to fiiilc, and tongue to fold. 

Vouchsafe then, O ‘thou most Ahnightie 
Spright! 

From Avhom all guifts of Ant and know ledge 
To slicd into mv breast some sparkling light 
Of thine etemall Truth, that 1 may show 
Some litle beames to mortall eyes" below 
Of that immurtoll bcautie, there with thee, 
Which in my Aveake di'straughted myiid I see ; 

That Avith the glorie of so goodly sight 
The liearts of men,<»vhich fondly here admyre 
Faire seeming shewes, and feed on vaine 
Traus|)ortcd with celestiall d^Tc [delight, 
Of those faire formes, may lift themselves up 
hycr, 

And loarne to love, Avith zealous humble dcAvty, 
Th’ etemall fountaine of that heavenly beauty. 

Beginning then below, with th’ casic vew 
Of this base world, subject to fleshly e^e. 

From Uience lb inoniit aloft, by order dew, 

To contemplation of th’ immortall sky ; 

Oi' the soare faiilcon so I leame to fix. 

That flags awhile her fluttering wings beneath, 
Till she her selfe for stronger flight can breath. 

Tt\en looke, who list th^ gazefull eyes to feed 
With sight of that is faire, looke on the frame 


Of this AA’A tie univt'rse, and therein reed 
1'hc cndlcsse kinds of creatures w'hich byname 
Thou ciinst not count, much lessc their natures 
aime ; 

All Avhicli are mai’e AA'ith wondrous wise respect, 
And all w'lth admirable beautic dcckt. 

First, th’ Earth, on adamantine pillers founded 
Amid the Swi. engirt with brasen bands ; 

Then th’ Airc still flitting, but yet firmely 
bCunded 

On everie bide. Avith pyles of flaming brands, 
NeA^er coiibum’d, nor'quencht Avith mortall 
hands ; 

And, last, tliat niigliLie shining christall wall, 
Wherewith hii hath encompassed this All. 

By vieAv whereof it plainly may appeare, 

That still as everj- tiling doth upward tend, 
And further is from earth, so still more clcare 
And faire it growes, till to his perfect end 
Of purest beautie it at last ascend ; [ayre, 
AyiffUiore then water, liro much more then 
And heaven then lire, appeares more pure 
fayre. 

Looke thou no further, but affixe thine eye 
On that bnght shynic round still moAung 
Masse, [Skye, 

The house of blessed God, which men call 
All sowd with glistring stars more thicke then 
grasse, 

Whereof each other doth in brightnesse passe, 
But those two most, which, ruling nigh t Anri 

I . 

As King and Queeue, the heavens Empire sway } 
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And tell me then, Avhat hast thuii ever scene 
That to their beautie may compared bee, 

Or can the si^ht that is most sharpe or keene 
Endure their Captains damin;' head to hc(‘ ? 
How much lessc those, much higher in degree. 
And so much fujrcr, and much more then these, 
As these are fairer tlien the land and seas V 

For farre ahove these heavens, which here we 
lie others farre exceeding these in liglm [ see. 
Not bouTidcd, not corru]Jt, as these same uec, 
But inlinitc in largcuessc and in hight, * 
iJnmoving, uncorrupt, and s|)ot)esse bright. 
That need no Sunne t’ illuminate tlicir spheres, 
But their owne native lightfarre passing theirs. 

And as these heavens still by deCTees arize, 
Untill they come to their iirst Movers bound. 
That in liis inightie compasse dotli comprize. 
And Carrie all the rest Avilh him around; 

So those likewise doe by degredk redound. 
And rise more faire, tilfthey at last arive 
To the most faire,^Avhereto they all do strive. 

Faire is the heaven where happy soules have 
111 full enjoyment <if felicitii*, [place, 

Whence they doe still behold the glorious face 
Of the Divine Eiernall Majestic; 

IVfore faire is that, where tno|^ Idees on hie 
Enrauugod be, Avhich Plato so admyred, 

And pure Intelligences from Cod iiispyrod. 


How much more those cssentiall parts of his. 
His truth, his love, his wisedome, and his blis. 
His grace, his doome, his mercy, and his 
might. 

By which he lends us of himselfe a sight ! 

Those unto all he daily doth display. 

And shcAv himsulfe m th’ image of his grace, 
As in a looking-glasse, through which he may 
Be scene of all his creatures vile and base. 
That arc unable else to sec his face, [bright. 
His glorious face ! which glistcreth else so 
That th’ Angels selves can not cndiii'e his 
sight. 

• But Ave, fraile wights! whose sight cannot 
sustainc [shyne, 

The Sunt bright beames Avhen he on us doth 
But tliat their points rebutted backe againc 
Are duld, hoAv can A\'e see with feeble ca ne 
The glory of that Majestic Divine, [ darkc, 

In sight of Avliorn both Sun and Moone arc 
I Compared to his least rcf>lcndcnt siiarkc ? 

*The meanes, therefore, Avhich unto us is lent 
I Him to behold, is on his Avorkes to lookc, 
Wliich he hath made in beauty excellent, 
Audi in the same, as in^ brasen bookc. 

To reade enregistred in everj’- nooke 

His goodnesse, which his beautie doth declare *, 

For (dl thats good is beautifull and faire. 


Yet fairer is that heaven, in Avhich doe raine 
The soveraine PoAvres and mightie Potentates, 
Which in their high pnitections doc c<intaine 
All inortall Princes and iinperiall States; 

And layrer yet, Avhercas t.he royall Seates 
And lieavenly Dominations are set, 

From Avhom all earthly governance is fet. 

Yet farre more faire be those bright Chernbins, 
Which all Avith golden#ving.s are overdight, 
And those etcrnall burning Scraphins, 

Which from their faces dart out ficric light ; 
Yet fairer then they both, and mucdi more 
bright, 

Be tir Angels and Archangels, Avhich attend 
On Gods owiic person, without rest or 

These thus in faire each other farre c.xcelling. 
As to the Highest they approch more neare. 
Yet is that Highest farre beyond all telling. 
Fairer then all the rest which there app<'are. 
Though all tlieir beauties joyiid bigetlier 
Averc ; 

How then can inortall tongue hope to expresse 
The image of such endlesse perfectnessc ? 

Cease then, ray tongue! and lend unto my 
mynd 

T.eave to bethinkc how great that beautie is. 
Whoso utmost parts so beautifull 1 fyud ; 


Thence gathering plumes of perlect speculation, 
To impe the Avings of ijjv' high dying mynd. 
Mount up aloft throiigh heavenly contem- 
plation, [sonle’ do blynd, 

From this darke Avorld, Avhose damps ’the 
And, like the native brood of l^agles kynd. 

On that bright Sunne of Glonc fixe thine cA'es, 
Cle.ir’d from grosse mists of fraile infirmities. 

Humbled Avith feare and aAAfiill reverence, 
Before the footestoole of his Majestic 
Throw thy selfc doAvne, Avith tn*mbling inno- 
Xe dare looke up w’ith coriflptible eye [ccnce, 
On the dred face of that great Deity, 

For feare, lest if he chaunce to looke on thee. 
Thou turne to nought, ;uid quite confounded 
be. 

But loAvly fall before his nicrcie seate, 

Close covereil Avith the Lambes integrity 
From the just Avrath of his nA’cngefull threate 
That sits uf^n the righteous throne on by , 
His throAe is built upon Elemitt, 

More firme and durable then steele or brassc, 
Or the hard diamond, Avhich them noth doth 
passe. 

His sce]iter is the rod of Righteousnesse, 

With which he bruseth all his foes to dust, 
And the great Dragon strongly doth repressc. 
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The faircucsBC of her face no tongue can tell ; 
For she the daughters of aH wemens rac<^ 

And Angels eke, in beniitic doth cxcell, 
Sparkled on her from ( jods ownc glorious face, 
And more incrcast by her owne goodly grace, 
That it doth farre exceed all humane thought, 

nnn rtn pnrfh irnmnnrpd bn f.n niifrht. ' 


Under the rigour of his iiidgcmont just ; 

His seate is Truth, to which the faithfull trust, 

From whence proceed her bearoes so pure and 
bright 

That all about him sheddeth glorious light : 

Light, farre exceeding that bright blazing 
sparkc r 

Which darted is from Titans flaming bead, 

That uith his bcames eiilumincth the darkc 
And dampish aire, whereby al things arc red 
Whose nature yet so much is marvelled 
Of mortall wits, that it doth much amaze 
The greatest wisards which thereon do gaze. 

But that immortall light, which there doth 
shiue, c [clcare, 

Is many thousand times more bright, more 
More excellent, more glorious more divine. 

Through which to (Jod all mortall actions here, 

And even the thoughts of men, do plainc ap- 
pcare ^ 

For from th’ Etcman Truth it doth procceil. 

Through heavenly vertue which her bcames 
doc breed. 

With the great gloric of that wondrous light 
His throne is nil eucolCipasscd around. 

And hid in his owne brightucssc from the 
sight • 

Of all that lookc thereon with eyes unsound ; 

And undenieath his feet arc to be found 
Thunder, and lightnii|f , and tempestuous fyre. 

The instruments of his avenging yrc. 

There in his bosome Sapience doth sit. 

The soveruinc dearling of the Deity, 

Clad like a Queeue in royall robes,* most fit 
For so great powre and peerelesse majesty. 

And all with gemincs and jewels gorgeously 
Adomd, that brighter then the starres appcarc, 

And make her native brighiucs seem more 
cleare. ^ 

And on her head a orowne of purest gold 
Is set, in sigiie of highest soveraignty ; 

And in her hand a scepter she doth hold, 

With w'hich she rules the house of God on hy, 

And menageth the ever-moving sky. 

And in the same these lower creatures all 
Subjected to her powre imperiull. 

Both heaven and earth obey unto hcjVill, ■ u- i .1 S • . i ’ 1 
And an Uiecftaturea which whidi thwc huldcn ly 

For of her fuinwac which the world doth liU chastMt howre, 

They all partake, and do in atato remaino J 

Aa their ^at Maker did at flret ordaine, (okI hath Kivon to hrrfrce, 

ThioiighUaervation of her high belioaat, *“ ““ *!««*' “'"“f wortliy heo. 

‘By which they first were made, and still in- None thereof worthy be, but tliose whom shee 
eieast. | Youchsafeth to her presence to receave, 


Ne can on earth compared be to ought. 

Ne could that Painter (had he lived yet) 
Whi(& jiictured Venus with so curious (luill, 
;lThat ;dl pohtcritie admyred it, 

{Have purtrayil this, for all his maistring skill ; 
Ne she her s*elfe, had she remained still, 

And were as faire ns fabling wits do faync, 
Could once come iicare this beauty soverayne. 

But hail those wits, the wonders of their dayes, 
()r that sweete Teian I’oot, which did spend 
His plenteous vuinc in setting forth her 
praysp 

Scene but a glims of this which I pretend. 
How wondrously would he her face commend. 
Above that Idolc of his fayning thought. 

That all the world shold with his rimes be 
fraught ! 

How then dare I, the novice of his Art, 
Presume to picture so divine a wdght, 

Or hope t’ cxprcsse her least jicrfcctious part. 
Whose bcautie lilies the heavens with her light. 
And darkcK the earth with shadow of her 
sight? 

Ah, gentle Mii.se ! thou art too weake and fiiint 
The po||rtraict of so heavenly hew to paint. 

Let Angels, ^yhich her goodly face behold 
And see at will, her soveraigne jiraiscs sing. 
And those most sncreil my.steri'js unfold 
Of that faire love of mightie heavens King ; 
Enough is me t’ admyre so heavenly thing, 
And, being thus with her huge Jove posscst, 
In th’ only wonder of her selfe to rest. 

But wb.) so may, tlirise liappic man him hold, 
Of all on earth whom God so much doth grace, 
And lets his owne Beloved to behold ; 

VoT^ifi the view of her idlest inll face 
All joy, all blissc, all liappinesse, have place ; 
Ne ought on earth can want unto the wight 
Who of her selfe can wiu the wishfull sight. 

For she, out of her secret threasury 
Plcntie of riches forth on him will powre, 
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And letteth them her lovely face to see, 
Whereof such wondrous pleasures they con- 
ceave, 

And swcetc contentment, that it doth bereave 
Their sonle of sense, through infinite delight, 
And them transport from flesh into the spnght. 

In which they see such admirable things, 

As carries them into an extasy, 

And hcarc such heavenly not^ and cairilings, 
Of Oodshigh praise, that filles the braseii sky^ 
And feele such joy and pleasure inwardly. 
That inaketh them all Avorldly cares forget, 
And onely thiukc on that before them set. 

Ne from thenceforth doth any fleshly sense, 

Or idle thought of earthly things, remaine ; 
Ilut all that carst seemd sweet .seemes now 
offense. 

And all that pleased earst now seemes to paine; 
Their joy, their comfort, their desire, their gaine, 
Is fixed* all on that which now thej’ see ; 

All other sights lint farmed shadowes bee. 

And that fairc lampc, which useth to inflame 
The hearts of men with selfe-consuming lyre 
Thenceforth seemes iowle, and full of sinfull 
blame ; [aspyre 

Aud all that t^mpe to wMch proud minds 
lly name of honor, and so much desyre, 4 


Seemes to them bascncsse, and all riches drosse. 
And all mirth sadnesse, and all lucre lusse. 

So full their eyes are of that glorious sight, 
And senses fraught with aucli satiotic, 

That in nought dse on earth they can delight-, 
Ihit in th’ aspect of that fehcitie, 

Wliich they hafe written in their inward ey ; 
On which they feed, ami in their fastened mynd 
All happie joy and full contentment fynd. 

Ah, then, my hungry soiile’ which long host 
On idle fancies of thy foolish thought, [ fed 
And, with false beauties flattring bait misled. 
Hast after vaine deceiptfiill shadowes sought, 
Which all are fled, lAid now have left thee 
itbught 

But late repentance through thy follies prief; 
Ah ! ceasse to gaze on matter of thy grief : 

And lookc at last up to that Soveraine Light, 
From A\hosc )>utc hea||is al ]>erfect beauty 
springs, 

Tliat kindleth love in every godly apright 
Even the love of (iod; wliich loathing brings 
Of this vile ivorld and these gay-seeming 
• things; » 

AVith whose sweete pleasures being so |iossest, 
Tliy straying thoughts henceforth forever rest 
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CALMEwasthe day, and through the trem-' 
bling ayre j 

Sweete-brcatliing Zcphynis did softly play j 
A gentle spirit, that lightly did delay I 

Hot Titans beames, Avhich then did glysterj 
When I, (whom sullein care, [fayre ; ; 

Through discontent of my long fruitlesse stay 
In Princes Court, and expectation vaync 
Of idle hopes, which still doe fly away. 

Like empty shaddowes, did afflict my braync,) 
Wolkt forto to ease my payne 


Along the shoare of silver streaming Themmes; 
Whose rutty Bancke, lie wiiich liis River 
•hemnies 

Was pftynted all ivitli variable^owcrs, 

And all the mcades adurnd with daintic 
gemmes 

Fit to decke maydens boAvres, 

And crowne their Paramours^ 

Against the Brydule day, Avhich is not long : 
Sweete Themmes ! ruune softly, till I end 
my Song 
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There, in a Meadow, by the Kivers side, 

A Flocko of Nymphes T chauiicod to espy, 

All lovely Daughters of the Flood thereby. 
Witli goodly greenish locks, all loose unty^e, 
As each had bene a Biyde; 

And each one liad a little wicker basket, 

Made of fine twigs. entrayled*Juriout.ly, 

III which they gathered flowers to fill their 
flasket, 

And with fine Fingers crept full featcuiisly 
The tender stalkcs on hye. 

Of every sort, which in that Meadow grew, 
They gathered some ; the Violet, iiollid blew. 
The* little Dazie, that at evening closes. 

The virgin Lillie, iiiul the Primrose trew, 
With store, of vermeil Kosos, < 

To decke their Bridegromes posies * 
Against the Brydalc day, which was not long : 
Sweete Themmes ! rmiiic softly, till 1 end 
my Song. 

With that I saw twc^Swaiines of goodly howe 
Come softly swimming downe along the Lee ; 
Two fairer Birds I yet did never see ; 

The snow, w'hich doth the top of Pindus strew. 
Did never whiter shew^^ • 

Nor Jove hiinselfe, when ho a Swan would be, 
For love of Ledn, whiter did appeare ; 

Yet Letla was (they say) as white as he, ‘ 
Yet not so white as these, nor nothing neare ; 
So purely white they Avere, [bare. 

That even the gentle slrcaiiie, the which them 
Seem’d foulc to them, and bad his billowes 
spare 

To Avet their silken feathers, least they might 
Soyle their fayre plumes Avitli Avater not so 
Arid marre their beauties bright, [fayre. 
That shone as heavens light, [long: 

Against their Brydale day, which was not 
Sweete Themmes ! runne softly, till 1 end 
my Song. 

Eftsoones the Nymphes, which now had 
Flowers their fill. 

Ban all in haste to see that silA^er brood. 

As they came floating on the Chrlstal Flood ; 
Wliom when they sawe, they stood amazed 
Their wondring eyes to fill ; [still, 

Them seem’d they never saw a sight so fayre, 
Of Fowlas, so lovely, that they sure did deeme 
Them heaA^enly borne, or to be that sai^ payre 
Wliich throu^ the Skie draw Venus silver 
For sure they did not seeme [Teeme; 

To be begot of any earthly Seede, 

But rather Angels, or of Angels breede ; 

Yet were they bred of Somers-hcat. they say, 
ln> sweetest Season, when each Flower and 
The earth did fresh aray; [weede 

So fresh they seem’d as day, 


Even as their Brydale day, which was not 
long : 

Sweete Themmes ! runne softly, till 1 end 
my Song. 

Then forth they all out of their baskets drpw 
(ireat store of Flowers, the honour of the field. 
That to the sense did fragrant odours yeild. 
All witch upon ihose goinily Birds they threw 
And all the Wavas ilid strew, 

That like «>ld Peneus Waters thev did scomoy 
When doAvne along by pleasant Tempe.s shore, 
.Scuttred Avith FloAvres, tlirough I’liessaly they 
streeme, 

That they ap])earc, through Lillies identcons 
Like a Bn'des Chamber fiore. [store. 

Two of those Nymphes, meane Avhil^ two 
(lurlunds bound [found, 

Of freshest Fl^'wres Avhich in that Mead they 
Tho which presenting all in trim Array, 

Their snowie Foreheads thcrcwilhafl they 
VVhil’st one did sing this L&y, [crowntl, 
Prepar’d against that Daj% : 

Against their Brydale day, Avhioh Ava's not 
SAvccte Thcnniies! runne soltly, till lend 
my Song. 

I* Ye gentle BirA'es! the worlds faire orna- 
ment, 

And heavens gloric, Avhom this hap|)ie hoAvor 
Doth Icade unto your lovers blisfull bower, 
Joy may you have, and gentle hearts content 
Of your loves couplemcnt ; 

And let faire Venus, that is Queciie of love, 
W^ith her heart-quelling Sonne upon you 
smile, 

Whose smile, they say, hath vertue to remove 
All lx)vc 8 dislike, and friendships faultie guile 
For ever to assoile. r 
Letendlesse Peace your steadfast hearts accord, 
And blessed Plcntie wait upon your bord : 
And let^our bed Avith pleasures chast abound, 
That frmtfull issue may to you ufibnl, 

Wliich may your foes confound. 

Andji^ako your joyes re.ilound 
Upon your Bryifale day, which is not long: 
Sweete Themmes ! rumio softlie, till 1 end 
my Song.’ 

So ended she ; and all the rest around 
To her redoubled that her iindorsong, [long: 
Wliich said their brydale daye should not bo 
And gentle Ecidiu from the neighbour ground 
Their accents did resound. 

So forth those joyous Birdes did passe along, 
Adowne the Lee, that to them murmiirdc low, 
As he would speake. but that he lackt a tong, 
Yet did by signes Ids glad aflection show, 
{Making his streanie run slow. 




I20-i8o.1 PROTHALAMION. 


607 


And all the foulc 'which in his flood did dwell 
Gan flock about tliese twaine, that did cxcell 
The rest, so far as Cynthia doth shend 
The lesser starres. So they, curanged well, 
Did on those two attend, 

And their best service lend [long : 

Against their wedding day, which was not 
Sweetc Themmes ! run softly, till I end 
my Song. • 

At length they all to mory London came, m 
To mery London, ray most kyndly Nurse, 
That to me gave tliis Lifes flrst native sourse. 
Though from another place I take my name. 
An house of auncient fame : [towres 

There when they came, whereas those bricky 
The which on Themmes brode aged backe doe 

ryde, [bowers, | 

Where now the studious Lawyers have their 
There ivhylome wont the TemjAr Knights to 
Till they decayd through pride : ( byde, 

Next wherounto t]|ere standes a stately place, 
Where oft I gayned giftes and goodly 'grace 
Of that great Lord, which* therein' wont to 
dwell, [case ; 

Whose want too well now feeles my freendles 
But ah ! here tits not well 
Oldc woes, but joyes, to tell • 

Against the bridalo daye, which is not long : 
Bweete Themmes ! ruime softly, till 1 end 
my Soug. 

Yet therein now doth lodge a noble Peer, 
Great Englaiids glory, and the Woitiis wide 
wonder, [did thunder, 

Whose dreadfull name late through all Spainc 
And Hercules tw'o pillors standing neere 
Did make to quake and feare : 

Faire branch of I lonor^ flower of Chevolrie ! 


That flilest England with thy triumphes fame. 
Joy have thou of thy noble victorie,* 

Aiid endlesse happinesse of thine owne name 
Tliat promiseth the same ; [ai-me&. 

That through thy prowesse, and victorious 
Thy country may be freed firom forraine 
harmes ; • 

And great Elisaes glorious name may ring 
Through al the world, fil'd with thy wide 
Alarmes, 

Which some brave muse may sing 
T<) ages following. 

Upon the Brydale da\ , which is not long : 
Sweete I'hcmmcs ! runiic softly till 1 end 
my Song. • 

• 

From those high Towers this noble Lord is- 
suing. 

Like Badiant Hesper, Avhen his golden hayro 
111 til’ Ocean billowes he hath bathed fayre. 
Descended to the Bivers^pen vew ing. 

With a great tramc ensuing. 

Above the rest were goodly to bee scene 
Two gentle Knights of lo\ ely face and feature, 
Beseeming well the bower oV anie Quecne, 
With gifts of ivil, nnd«>rnamenta of nature, 
Fit for so goodly stature, 

^'hat like the twins of Jove they seem’d 111 
sight, [bright; 

Which deckc the Bauldricke of the Heavens 
They two, forth paciim to the Rivers side. 
Received those two finre Brides, tlieir Loves 
delight ; 

Which, at th’ appointed tydo. 

Each one did make his Brydc 
Against their Brydale day, which is not long. 
Sweete Themines! riinne softly, till lend 
my Song. 


SONNETS 

WRITTEN BY SPENSER, 

• • 

OOLLGCTKD PROM THK ORIQINAI. PUBLICATIONS IN WHICH THEY APPEARED. 


I 

7b iht right wornhipfiitl my singular good frend^ 
M, Gairriell //fliiiey, Doctor of dm Laivrs, 

Harvey, the happy above happiest men 
I read ; that, sitting like a Looker-on 
Of this worldcs Stage, doest note with critiipie 
pen 

The sharpe dislikes of each condition : 

And, as one carelesse of suspitiou, 

Ne fawnest for the favour of tlse great; 

Ne feurest foolish reprehension 


Of faulty men, which dannger to thee threat : 
But freely doest, of what thee list, entreat, 
Like a^reat Lord of peerele<»se liberty; 
Lifting (he Good up to high Honours' seat, 
And the Evill damning evermoPe to dy : 

For Life, and Death, is in thy doomefuH 
writing ! 

So thy renowme lives ever by endighting. 

Dublin, this xviij. of July, 1586. 

Your devoted frend, during life, 
Edmund Spenoee 
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SONNETS. 


IT 

(Prefixed to ^Nennio, or A Treaiine of Nohility^ 

^c.) 

Who so wil seekc, by riglit deserts, I’nttainc, 
Unto the type of true Nobility; 

And not by painted shewes, and titles vaine. 
Derived fiirrc from famous Afineestrie : 
Ddiold them both in their ri#?ht visnomy 
Here truly i»ourtray’d, as they ought to be, 
And striving both for turmes of dignitic, 

To bo advanced highest in degree. 

And, M’hen thou doost with cqiiall insight see 
The ods twixt both, of both them deem aright. 
And chuse the better o^them both to thee 
Ihit thanks to him, that it deserves, bchight ; 
To Nenua first, that first this work* created, 
And next to Jones, that truely it translated. 

Eli. Sprnseu. 

HI 

XJjt&n the Iliatorie ^ George Castriot, alias 
Seanderheg, king ^ the Eph'ots, translated 
into English. 

Wherefore doth value anticiuitie so vaunt 
Her ancient monuments of mightie peeres. 
And old Heroes, whiclf their world did darmt 
With their great deedes, and fild their chil- 
drens eares ? • 

Who, rapt with wonder of their famous praise. 
Admire their statues, their Colossoes great 
Their rich triumphalltArcks which they did 
raise. 

Their huge Pyramids, which do heaven threat. 


Lo! one, whom later age hath brought to 
light, 

Matchable to the greatest of those great ; 

Great both by name, and great in power and 
mighl. 

And meriting a moere triumphant seate. 

The scourge of Turkes, and plagne of m- 
dcls, 

Th^acts, O Scanderbeg, this volume tcls. 

Ed, Spensku, 


IV 

{Prefixed to ‘ The Commonweedth and Govern^ 
ment o f Venice . ) 

The antique Babel, Emprosse of the East, 
Upreard her buildinges to flic fhreatned skie: 
And secoinl Babell, tyrant of the West. 

Her ayry 'J'owers upraised much more high. 
But, with the weight of their «»wn sur(|uedry. 
They both are fallen, that all the earth did 
fearc, » 

And buried now in their own ashes ly ; 

Yet shewing, by I’neir heapes, how ^eat they 
were. 

But in their place doth now a third appeare, 
Fayrc Venice, ower of the last worlds de- 
light; 

And next to them in beauty drawcih neare. 
But farre cxccedes in policie of right. 

Yet not so fayre her buildinges to behold 
As Lewkenora atile that bath licr beautie 
trld. 

Edv. Sfemcsr. 
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A VIEW OF THE PEESENT STATE *OF IRELAND 

lirsCOUKSEIl MY WAY DIALOODE M1‘.TWI£KNU 

P:UD0XUS and IIIENyKUS. 


Eudox. 

But yf that coiiuticv of Irelaiui, whence 
you lately came, he s«ie f 50 (MUy and com- 
mudiuus a Hoyle, as ye rt‘|jort, 1 wonder that 
noe course is taken for the tuuiftiug therof 
to ^ood uses, and reducing of tliut savadge na- 
tion to iH'tter government and civihtye. 

/rea. Marry, soe*thcre ha\e hecne divers 
good plottes de.vised, and wist^counsells cast 
alleready about reionnation ot tliat realine ; 
but they say. it is the fatall desteny of that 
laud, that noe [uirposcs, whatsoever ai'c meant 
for her good, will jirosper or taMI good effect, 
which, whether it proceede from the very 
Genius of the soyle, or influence of the 
starres, or that Alliuighty God hath not yet 
ap])oyntcd the time of her reformation, or 
that he resiTvcth her in this unquiett state 
still for some secrett seourdgo, wdiich shifll by 
her come unto England, it is hard to bo 
knowen, hut yet much to be feared. 

Eiidox. Surely I suppose this but a yayne 
conceit of simple men, whicdi judge thinges 
by theyre effeetes, and nijj by theyre causes ; 
for 1 will rather Ihinke tlic cause of this evill, 
which hangetli upon that countTey, to pro- 
ceede rather of the unsounduess of tlie tiiun- 
sells, and plottes, which you say have beene^ 
oftx-ntitnes hayed for the reformation, or of 
fayntness in followring and effecting 
same, then of any such fatall course or a|i- 
pu^mtment of God. as } ou misdeeme : but it 
IS the manner of men, that when they aiv 
fallen into any absurditye, or theyr actions 
Hucceede not as they would, they are read}'^ 
allwayes to impute the blame therof unto 
the heavens, soe to excuse their owme folh es 
and impel h^ctioncs. Soe have I allso heard 
it often wished, (even of some whose greate 
wisedoines, in my opinion, should seemc to 
judge more soundly of soe w'eighty a con- 
sideration) that all t hat land were a sea-poole : 
which kind of speach, is the manner rather 
of desperat men farr driveni to wishe tlie 


utter mine of tliat they cannot redress, then 
of grave Counsellors, which ouglit to thinke 
nolliuig Bt»c hard Imt that, through wysedome, 
it. may he inastied and subdued; since the 
Poet saycth, that ‘ the w'yse man shall rule 
even over iht* starres,’ much more over the 
earth; for were it not thtvpart of a desperat 
phiMtion to wish his diseased patient dead, 
rather tlien to applye the best endevuurs of 
his skill for his recoveiy. But since we anre 
so fag-c eutred, let us, Lpray you. a litle de- 
vise, of those evills, by*vhicirthat countrey 
is held in this wretched case, that it cannot 
(as you say) be recured. And vf it be not 
payniull to you, tell us what thinges, during 
your laic continuaunce there, you observ'ed to 
be most offensive, and a%cnipeachcnientuuto 
the good rule and pjveriiiiieiit therof. 

Irm. .Surely, luidox., the evills w'hich 
you desire to lie recounted arc very many, 
ami alliuost countable with those that were 
hidden in the baskett of Pandora. Hut 
since ye soe please, 1 will out of that inllnit 
niiiiiber, recken but some that are must capi- 
tal!. and commonly current both in the life 
ami conditions of privut men, as also in the 
managing of publick affayfts and pollicye, 
the which yon shall understand to be of di- 
verse natures, as 1 observed them : for some 
of them are of verj- great antiquityc and 
longe continuaunce ; others more late and tif 
lesse enduraunce ; others davly growing and 
eiicreosiiig continually tis the evill occasions 
are every day oftbred. 

Eudox. Tell them then, I pray you, in tlie 
same oriter that you have now' Tehearsed 
them; for there can be noe better methode 
then this which the verj' matter it self 
oilbretli. And when ye have reckned all the 
evilly lett us heare your opinion for re- 
dressing of tiiem : after which there will per*, 
haps of it self appeare some reasonable way 
to settle a sound and perfect rule of govern- 
ment, by shuniuug tlie former evifia and 

RU 
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following tlic offred good. The wliich nio- 
thode we may learne of the avihc Phisitiona. 
which first require that the malady bo knowen 
throughly, and discovered: aftcrwardes doe 
teach how to euro and redross it ; and lastly 
doe prescribe a diett witli straight rule and 
orders to be dayly observed, *-ibr feare of a re- 
lapse into the iormor disease, or falling into 
some other more daungerons then it. 

Irvn. I will then, according to j-our ad- , 
visoment, beginne to declare the evills, 
which socme to me most hurtfull to the 
oommoii-Aveale of t hat land , and first, those 
Avhich 1 sayd were most auncienl, and long 
grow'cn. And they allso are of three kindes; 
the first in the Lawes, the second inOustomes, 
and the third in lioligion. 

Endnx, Why, Iroiueus. can there be any 
ovill in the LawesV oan Ihingcs, whioli are 
ordayned for tlie good and safetyo of all, 
tiirne to the cvilliind hurt of them .5* This 
well I woto, both in that state and in all 
others, that Avore they not contayned in duty 
with feare of law, which rostrayncth offeuces, 
and indict cth sh.arpo Dunishmciit to niiMloores 
no man should enjoy" any tiling ; every niaiis 
liand would be ajpiyiist another. 'r'h<*rfore, 
in finding fault with tlie laives, I doubt mr, 
yon shall much over-shoote a our self, and 
make me the more dislike your other dislikes 
of that government^ 

7re«. The laA\'e«», l^udox., I doe not blame 
for themseh'es, know'ing right Avell that all 
laAves are ordayned for the good of the eom- 
nion-AA'cale, and for repressing of licentious- 
ness and -vice ; but it falleth out in laAvi ■>, 
no othenvise then it doth in plii.'ick, AA'hich 
Avas at first dcviseil, and is yet dayly ment, 
and ministred for the health’ of the patient. 
Hut neverthelesse Ave often see, that either 
through ignoraiAt;e of thedysease, or through 
iinseasonableness of the time, or fither acci- 
dentes coming between, in stcede of good, it 
worketh hurt, and, <iut of one evill, thniweth 
the patient into many miseryes. Soc the 
l.sAves were at first intended for the reforma- 
tion of abuses, and peaceable continuaunce 
of the subjectes ; but are sithenee either dis- 
anulled, or quite prevaricated through 
chaiinge and alterations of times, are they 
good still in themselves : but to that common- 
wealth, which is ruled by them, they woorke 
not that good which they should, aiid some- 
times also, perhaps, that evill Avhich they 
would not, 

Eudax, Wliether do you meane this bt^ 
the common-law of the rcalme, or by the 
Statute Lawes, and Actes of Parlyarnents ? 


Iren. Surely by them both; for eA^en the 
common-lnw', lieiug that Avhicli William of 
Normandv brought in Avith his conquest and 
laved upon the neck of England, though 
it'pcrhaps lilted avcII Avith the state of Eng- 
land then being, and w'as rcadely obayed 
tlirough the ]iowcr of the commander, lirhich 
had belore subdued the people unto him, and 
madfc casv Avay to the selling of his will ; yet 
with the state'of Indand peradA'ciiture it doth 
not so Avell agree, being a peojile altogither 
stubborne, and untamed, or a f it were ever 
tamed, yet now lately having quite shaken of 
theyr voke. and bni’ken the baiides of theyre 
obedience. For England (before the entraiince 
of the ( !oii(iuerour) Avasa i>eaceable kiiigdoiiic, 
and but lately cut red to the mild and goodly 
government ’of K. Eilward, suni.amed the 
Confessoiirr bedsides n«>w lately groAven unto a 
lothing and detestation of the unjust ami 
tyrannous rule ol Harold, an usurper, which 
made them the more willing to accept of any 
leasonable co|jditions .md order of the new 
A ictor. rhmking surely that it I'ould be noe 
worse then the later, and liopiug well it 
Avoulil be as good as the former: yet Avhat the 
proof of the ll'st bringing in and e>tablishing 
of those lawes liath beene, Avas after to many 
full bitterly made knoAven. Hut Avith Ire- 
land it is larrotherw'ls(‘. for it is a nation eAer 
acquayntedAvitliAvarres, though but aniongest 
chciiKsclves, and in theyre owue kind of ni\li- 
tary*discipline, trayned up eA'er from thcA r 
youthes ; Avhich they have never yet lieene 
taught to lay aside, nor made to leame oIk*- 
dienee im«o iaw'c, scarcely to know' the name 
of Itiwe, but instcede therof h.ave alwrays pre- 
WTA'cd and kept tljeyr oAvne lawc, which is 
the Hn-hwone laive. 

Emiox. What is that Avhich ye call the 
Brebfione Lnive ? it is a w'ord to us altogither 
unknowen. 

Iren. It is a certayne rule of right un- 
written. but d«*liver**dbv tradition from one to 
another, in Avhich oftentimes there appeareth 
j^eate shew'e of equity e, in determining the 
right betweene party and partye, bift in 
many thniges repugning (piite Iwth to (Jotl 
aiidm.aTiH hwe: as for example, in the ease of 
mimler, the Hrehoon, that is tlieyr jiidgis 
will coniiKiund betw'eene the murderer aiidthe 
frendes of the party imirthered, which pr»*- 
seciite the action, that the malefactor shall 
giA'c unto them, or to the child or wrife of 
him tliai is slaync, a recompence, which they 
call a Hreaghe; by which bi lawe of tlieyrs, 
many miiruers are aniongi'st them made up 
and sinoothered. And this Judge being (a» he 
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ia called) the Lordes Brehoon, odjud^cth for alleageaiincc to the Kingca of England ; but 
the moat part a better ahare unto liis lord, that being straight left unto themselves and theyr 
is the lord of the soyl^ or the head of that owne inordinate life and manners, they eft- 
sept, and also unto himself, for his judge- snoncs forgott what before they were biiight, 
ment, a greater portion then unto the ]ilnyn- and soe soonc as they w'ere out of sight h\' 
till' or partves greeved. _ themselves, shooke of theyr bridcls, and began 

Evdtuc. Yliis is a most wicked lawc indeed ; to colt anew, •more licentiou.sly then before, 
but 1 trust it is not now used in^reland Eudox. It is agreatpittv, that soe good 
since the hinges of England have had the an opportunitye was omitted, and soe happy 
aijsolute dominion therof, and establislied an occasion fore-.staId, that niiglit have bredd 
theyr ow'ne law'es tliere. rfie eternall good of that land. But doe they 

Iren. Yes, trnh', for there he many wide not still acknoAvledgc that Hiihinis.sion ? 
coiintryes in Ireland in which the 1 awes of I Jreti. Now they doe not; for now the 
England ner<* iievei established, nor any ac- j lieyres and postentve of them which yetldcd 
knowledgineiiL of siihjectioii made; and also I tlie same are (as tiiey say) either ignoraunl. 
even in those that are subdued, and seeine to { theroff or doe willfully deiiye or stedfa.stly 
acknow’icilgc .subjection, yet tiic same lire- ! disavowe it. 

hoone l.'iwt* is practiseil amongst themselves, j Eudox. ITow can they doe soe ju.«»tly¥ 
by rcaMdi, that dwelling a.s ftiey doe, whide Doth not the aut of the ]iarent, in any law- 
nations and septs of the Irish togither, with- full gr.iunl or eonveyaunce. bind the heyres 
out anv I'.ngli'ilnnan ainoiigest them, they forever thereunto Since then the ann- 
may doe what tln*\ list, and compound or eestoiirs of those that now live yeclded theni- 
altogither conceal ainongfliit themselves th<‘\ r selves then siibjcctes and iKMig'umen. shall it 
owne crniu's, ol which noe notice can be hiid not lye theNr children to the .‘•aine sul^ec- 
by them wlncli would and iniglit amend the ^oii ? 

same, by the rule of the lawes ol’ hhigland. Jiru. Thc\ say Ai; for theyr aunceatouTS 

Eudox. What is thisAvhich you bay? had noe estate iii any theyre laiides, signo- 
Aml is there any part of that realme or anj^ rj'es, or hereditamentes, longer then during 
nation tlierni, wdiich have not yet bene .sub- theyr owrne lives, as they allodge, for all the 
dued to the crowiie of England? Did not Irish doe hold theyr landes by Tanistrie; 
the whole realme universally aecept and ae- which ia (aa say Hiev) noe more then a 
knowledge our late prince of famouamemorv, personall estate lor his life time, that is, Taii- 
lleiiry tlie Eight h, for theyr onlyTtiiig aiid istih, by reason that he is admitteil tlier- 
licdge lord V unto by election of tlie couiitrey. 

Jrvu. Yes, verely : in a rarliamciit Eudox. What is this that you call 
houldeii in the liiiio of {Sir Antony .Sent- Tanistih and Tanistrye ? They be names and 
Legcr, then Lord Depiitye. all the Irish tenues never hard of nor knowen to us. 
lordea and prineipnllainen came in, and being Irvn. It is a ciistome among all the ln^h, 
by sure meancs wrought thernnto, ackiiowr- that presently after the death ol any tlicvr 
lodged King Henry for theyr soverayne lord, cheif Lordes or Captaynes, they doe presently 
reserving a et (as snnie say) unto tlvniselves assemble themselves a place, generally 
all llicyr ow ne luriner pnvileilges and seg- appoynted anti know'en unto thorn, to choose 
niorvts inviolate. another in his steede; wdicre they doe noiiii- 

Eifdnx. Then by that acceptauneg of his nate and elect, for the most part, not the 
sovereynty they also accepted of his Tawes. eldest sonn, nor any of the children ofth(\\re 
Why then should any other law^es lie now Lonl deceased, but the next to him of blood, 
used amongcat them Y that is the eldest and woorthyest; as com- 

Iri-H. True it is that lhcr('b\ tlicy hound moiily the next brother to hiin yf he have 
themselves to his lawes and obedience, and in any. or the next cossin gcrimiyne, or soe 
case It had liene I'ollow'ed upon tlioin. as it foortU, as any is elder in that kinVed or sept, 
should have bene, and a government tlier- and then next to him they clfionse the next of 
upon pre.sently soiled amongest them agre- blond to be Tamstih, Avhoe .shall next siic- 
ablo tbercunti), they should have bene reduced ceede him in the sayd Captaynrye, y f lie live 
to pernetiiall civilitye. and contayned in con- thereunto. 

tinunll duty!'. But what bootos‘it to breake ^ Eudox. Doe they not use any ceromonyes 
a colt, and'to lett him straight riiiiii loose at in this election Y for all barbarous nations ‘are 
Tundome. Soe were this people at lirsi well commonly great observers of cereinouyes and 
handled, and wisely brought to acknowledge superstitious rites. 


a R2 
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Iren, They use to place him that shalbe 
the}T Gapta^me, uppon a stone allwayes 
reserved for that purpose, and placed com- 
monly upon a hill : in many of the vrhich 1 have 
seene the foote of a man formed and enj^raven, 
which they say was the measure of theyr 
first Captajnis" footn, wheron standing 
rcceaveth an oth to preserve all the former 
auncient customes of the countrey inviol- 
able, and to deliver up the succession peace- 
ably to his Tanistih, and then hath a wand 
delivered iinlo him b}*^ some whose pro[)er 
office that is; after which, discending from 
Ihe Slone, he tnrneth liirnself round about e, 
thrisc forwani, and I h rise backward. 

Eudox, Hut how is the Tanistih chft^cn ? 

Iren. Thej' say lie settetli but one foote 
upon tlic stone, and receaveth tlie like othc 
that the Captayne did. 

Kiuhtx. Have you ever hard what was 
the occasion and hrst teginning of this cus- 
tomc i for it is good to kiiotre the same, and 
mav pcrliaps discover some secrett meaning 
and entent tlierin, very materiall to the slate 
of that government. 

Iren. 1 liavc heard th,^ the beginning ana 
cause of this ordinaunce amongest the Irisli, 
was specially for the defence and maynteiu 
annee of th*eyr landes in theyr posteritye, 
and for excluding of all innovation or alie- 
nation tlierof unto straimgers, and specially 
to the luiglish. For wien theyr Gaptayii 
dyed, yf the segniory should di^end to his 
child, and he perhaps an Infant, another 
might fieradventure stepp in betwene, or 
thrust him out by strong hand, being then 
unable to defend his right, or to withstand the 
force of a forreiner; and thcrforc they doe 
appoynt the eldest- of the kinn to have the 
segnioryc, for that he commonly is a man of 
stronger yeares, ati4 better experience to 
mayntayiie the inheritaunce, and to defend 
the’countryc, either agajTist the next border- 
ing l^rdcs, which use commonly to encroch 
one upon another as ech one is stronger, or 
agaynst the English, w'hich they thinkc lye 
slill in wayte to wipe them out of theyr 
landes and territoryes. And to this end the 
Tanistih is allway readye knowen, yf it 
should happen the Captayne siiddayi^ to 
dye, or to be sllj-ne in bal.tcll, or to be out of 
the countrye, to' defend and keepe il from all 
such doubtes and daungers. For whicli cause 
the Tanistih hath also a share of the coun- 
trey allotted unto him, and certayne cut- 
tinges and s])cndingcs ufam all the Inhabit- 
aiintcB under the L«rd. 

Eudnx. When 1 heare this woord Tanistih, 


it bringeth to my mynd and remembraunce 
what 1 have reade of Tania, that it diould 
signifie a province or segniorye, as .^uitania, 
Lusitania, and Britania, the which some 
thinkc to be derived of Danio, that is, from 
the Danes ; but, I thinke, amiss. For sure 
it seemeth, that it came aiinciently fhim * 
those barbarous nations that over-ranne the 
world, Vhicli pos'tesscd those dominions, 
wj^crof the}' arc now soe called. And so it 
may well be that from the first origiiiall of 
this woord Tanistih and Tanistrih came, and 
the enstome therof hath sithcnce, ns many 
others els, bene continued. But to that 
generall subjection of the land, wdierof we 
formerly spak(>. me seemes that this custome 
or tenure ciui be no barr nor enipeaclicment, 
seiiig that in open Parliament by theyr 8U> d 
ncknowledgnicvt tliey wayved ihe lienciit 
therof, and submitted themselves notwith- 
standing to the ordinaunc^ of the^r new 
Sovcraigne. 

Iren. Yea, but *thcy say, as I earst tolde 
you, that they reserved theyr titles, tenures, 
and signioryeo whole and sound to them- 
selves, and for proofe alleadgc, that they have 
ever sithence renl!;yncd to th^in untouched, 
«oe as now'e to alter them, should (say they) 
be a greate w ronge, 

Eudox. What remedye is there, then, or 
meuncH to avoyde this inconvenience? for, 
without first cutting of this daungeroiis 
custome,* it seemeth hard to plante any 
sounde ordinaunce, or reduce them to a civill 
government, since all tlieyr ill customes are 
peiinittod unto them. 

Iren. Surely nothing hard ; for by this 
Act of Parliament wdierpf wt speakc, nothing 
was given to King Henry which he had not 
before from his auncestours, but onel}' the 
bare nam^ of a King; for all other absolute 
power of _ principalitye he had in himself 
Wore derived from many former Kmges, his 
faniouH nrogenitors and woorthy coiiqueroiirs 
of tliA land. The which, sitJicnce tliev first 
conquered and subdued unto them by' force, 
what iieedeth afterward to enter into anv sueh 
idle tormes with them to be called thevr 
King, wheros it was in the power of tfie 
conquerour to take upon himself what title 
he will over the dominions e.oiu]uen‘d. For 
all is the conquerours, as Tnlly to Itrutus 
saylh. Therfore ^me seemes^ i'nsteede of so 
great and mcritonous a service as Uiey host 
they performed to the King, in bringing all 
the Irish to acknowledge him for theyr l.<eige, 
they did great hurt unto his title, and have 
left a perpetuall gall in tlic inyiidea of that 
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people whoc, before being absolutely bound best be, (as should by lawgivers ]iriu(ai)nlly 
to ills obedience, arc now tycd but with be regarded) but wore induede the very lawes 
tenues, wheras els both theyr lives, theyr of his owne countrey of Xorniandyi\ The 
landes, and theyr libertyes were in his free condition wlierof how favr it diffcieth from 
power to appoynt what tenures, what lawes, this of England is apparaunt to every least 
what conditions he would over them which judgement. But to transferr the same la^vcs 
were all his: against which there could be for the government of the rculme of Ireland 
no rightfull resistaunce, or yf there were, he was much more inconvenient and unmcctc ; 
iniglit, when he would, establish them with a for he found a better advauntage of the time, 
stronge hand. * then Avas in the fdanting of them in Ireland, 

Evdox Yea, but perhaps it seemed liefer and followed the exeeution of them with 
unto that noble King to bring them by theyr more sevQritye, and was also present in par- 
owne accord unto his obedience, and to plant son to overlooke the Magistrates, and to 
a peaceable government amongest them, oxerawe the subjectes with the terrour of his 
then by such violent meanes to keepe them swoord and countcnaunce of his Majestye. 
under. Neither yet hath he thereby lost any But not soe in Ireland, for tliey were 'othVr- 
thing that he formerly had *, for having all wisc^aflected, and yet doe soe'remayne, soe 
liefore absolutely in liis owne power, it re- as the same lawes ‘(me scemes) can ill sitt 
luayneth so still unto him, he having neither with theyr disposition, or woorkc that reftir- 
lorgiveii nor forgone anything therby unto mation that is wished. For lawes ought to 

them, but having receaved something from be iashloncd unto the manners and conditions 

them ; that is, ^ mure voiuntar}' and loyall of the people, to wHbm they are ment, and 
.suh|c(‘tion. Sue that her Majesty may yet, not to be imposed unto them according to 
Avlien it shall please her,«ulter any thing of the simple rule of right ; for els (as 1 sayd) 
those former ordinauiiccs. or appoynt other in steedi* of good they may woorke ill, and 
lawes, that may lie more both for her owne nervert Justice to extreme Injustice. For he 
behoof, and for the good of that people. * hut ax ould transfAr the lawes of the Lace- 

Iren. Not soe; for it<Ks nut sue easye, dcnionians to the peofilc of Athens should 
iioAv that thinges are groAven into an habit* find a greatc absurdityc and inconveiiiciiee. 
and hax'e they re cortayne course, to clmunge For those Lawes of Laccda?mon were de- 
the channell. aiid tume the streamc another vise<l by Lycurgus, as most jiroper and best 
AA'ay, for they may hav’c nuAvc a colourable agreing xvith that ^oplc, Avhum he kncxvc to 
pretence to’ Avithstarid .such Timox'ations, be eiiely tied alltogilhcr to Axarres, and there- 
having accejited of other laxxes^nd rules fore Axhollv trayned them up even from theyr 
ull'-eadyc. craddels in urmes and military exercises, 

EmIox. Butyousay they doe not accept of cleane contrarA e to the institution of Solon, 

I hem, but delight rather tulcane to tlicyr old Ax'hu. in his laxxcs to the Atheniens, laboured 
ciistomes and Brehoon lawes, though tliey be by all meanes to temper theyr warlick coiir- 
'nuch mure unjust audalso more incun A'enient adge Avith sweetc delight of learning and sci- 
for the common peoiuc, as by your late relation ences, soe that as much as the one excelled in 
of them I hax-c gathered. As for the lawes nrmes, the other exceeded in knowledge. The 
of England, they are surely most just and like regard and modera^on ought to be had in 
most agrealile bo'th xvitli the government and tempering, and managing of this stubbomc 
AX'ilh the nature of the pcojilc. Uoav fallesit nation ot the Irish, to bring them from that 

then, that you sceracto dislike of tl^em as delight of licentious barboribuie unto the lox'e 
not soe ineetc for that realme of Ireland, and of gomlness and civilitye. 

not ot.ly the Common Lawe, but aNo the Endnx. I can not see hoAv that may better 
Statutes ami Acts of Parliamente, Avliich Avere be then by the discipline of the lawes of Eng- 
spoeially proA’ided and intended for the onely land: for the English were, at the first, as 
benetitt therof ? stout and warrelike a people as ever were the 

/rcn. 1 Avas about to have told you my Irislv and yet yc see are now brought unto 
reason therin, but that yourself dfewe me that civilitve, that no natiBii in the world 
away with other questions, for I was shewing excelleth tliem in all goodly conversation, 
you bv Avhat meanes, and by xvhat sort, the ami all the studyes of knoAvlcdge and hu- 
PositivH T^aw'es were first brought in and es- manitye. 

tablishcd by the Norman Conquerour; xvhich Iren, Wlmt they noxv be both you and! 
were not by him devised oj appl.ycd to the see A'erv Avell, but by how many thorn ve and 
•tale of the realme then being, nor as x cl might hard Avax es they are come thcreuuto, Ly how 
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many civill broylcs, by how many tumultuous 
rebel lions, that even hazarded oftentimes 
the whole aafetie of the kingdomo, may easely 
be considered: all ^\liieh they ncvcrlheloss 
fay rely overcame, by reason of the cuntiuuall 
presence of the King; whose oncly parson is 
oftentimes in stcede of an army, to coiiiayne 
the unruly people from a thoiiAind evill oc- 
casions, yhich this wretclied lvingd<»me is, for 
want thenjf, dayly carryi*d into. ’J'lie Avhich, 
whensoe they make head, noe lawes, iioe 
pcnalt 1 es, can restrayne thorn, but that they 
doc, in the violence "of Iheyr furves, treade 
downe and trample under footeall b(»lh divine 
and humane thinges, and tlie lawes them- 
selves they doe s])uciall^ lage upon, and 
vend in peews, as most repugnant to f heyr 
libcrtye and naturall freedoine, which in theyr 
madness they aflect. 

Kvdax. It is then a very unseasonable time 
to pleadc lawe, when a swoord is drawen in the 
Jiand of the vulgtir, oi'%o thinke to retayne 
them with the feare <»f punniNlimentes, when 
they looke after liberty e, and shake of all 
government. 

Iren. Then soe it is with Ireland continu- 
ally, hhidoxus ; f(»r the sWoord w.as never ye£ 
out of theyr hand ; but when they are wear3’ 
of w'arrt* 8 ,‘ and brought downe to extreeme 
wretchedness, then they cree|ie a litle per- 
haps, and sue for grace, till they have gotten 
new breath and recovtted their strength 
agayne. Soe as it is in * ayne to speake of 
fdantiiig of lawes, and plotting of pollicyes, 
till they are altogithcr subdued. 

Evdoj . Were they not soe at the tirst con- 
(juering of them by Strangboive, in the time 
of King Henry the second ? was there not a 
thiough way then made by the sivoord for 
the imposing of lawes uppon them V and were 
they not then executed w ith such a mightyc 
liand a> you say ivjti u-^ed by llie Norman 
Coiupieioiir ? What oddes is there then in 
this I’ase V why should not the same lawes 
take, as good eflecte in that ]ieople as they 
ilid hceie, being in like sort preiiared by the 
swoord. and brought under b\ cxliemitj’cV 
and why should thev not continue in us good 
force and vigour for the coutayning of the 
people? 

Jmi. The case is yet not like, but.,Aierc 
fippeareth a grcHte oddes betweiie them ; for 
by the conquest of Henry the Second, true it 
is the Irish were utterly vanquished and sub- 
dued, soe as noe cnem^'e was able to hold up 
his head agavnsthis jioAver; in which theyre 
weaJiiiesshe brought in his law'es. and settled 
them os now they there icuia^iic, like os 


William the Conquerour did ; soe as in thus 
much they agree, but in the rest, that is the 
cheifest, they varyc ; lor to wdiom did King 
Henry the second impose those lawes ? not to 
the Irish for llie most part of them lledd from 
his {lower into the desertes and mountaynes, 
leariiig ilie wule coiuitrey to the coiiqiieroiir, 
who 111 theyr sleede ettsooncs {daced ICnglisIr 
men, wJio possessed all the^’r laiides and did 
(piite slfiitt out the Irish, or the most part 
of^lheni. And to those new Inhabit, auiites 
ami Colonyes he gave his laivcs, to weete, t he, 
same lawes under w hich they were borne and 
hredd, the which il was noe liilficultye to place 
ainoiigest ihcui, being loiinerly well enured 
tbennito; unto whom afterwardes there re- 
pay red diveisof the {loore distressed {leople of 
the Irish for suecour and rebel ; ol whom, 
such as they tliougliL litt for labour and iii- 
diistnously disfiosed, as the most, jiait of 
the baser sort are, tlic\ reeeaved unto them 
as theyr vassals, but seart'clv vouchsafed to 
impart unto them the boiielili of those lawes, 
miil(>r which themsplves lived, but, every one 
made his will and comaumlemont a law unto 
his ow ne vassall : thus w’as not the lawe of 
England ever jirojicrly applycd unto the Irish 
nation, as h\' a puiposed phitt of guvernnieiit, 
but as the}' could insmuat and steale them- 
selves mider tlic same by theyr lumible ear- 
nadge and submission. 

Eudox. How’ eonics it then to pass, that 
having once beeue soc lowe brought, and 
throughh* subjected, they aft erwarde.s lilted 
themselves .soe strongly {Igayiie. and silheiice 
doe stand sue blilly ugayiisL all rule and 
government ? 

Iren. They say that they conliiiued m that 
lowlyncs.s, nut ill the tii^e that the division 
hetw'cene the iw'o bowses of ]janeasl(.r and 
Yorkc arose foi t he erowiic of England: at 
which tiiJte all the great English Lordes and 
(ientelliiieii, which had great {lossessioiis m 
Ireland, re|)ayreil over hither into England, 
some succour theyr freeiidcs heere, aiul 
to strengtiieii theyr jiartv to obiayne the 
eiownc; otliers to defend theyr laiides and 
poss(»S 8 ions heere agayii.st such as hovered 
after the same upon liojie of alteration ol tlic* 
kiiigdoine, and succession ol that side which 
they favoured and alleeleil. Thou the Irish, 
wiiom they before harl baiiisbed into the 
mountaynes, where they lived onely upon 
white nicates, as it is recorded, seing now 
theyr laiule.s soe dispeopled, anil wiuikciied, 
came downe into all the pluyiics adjoyning, 
and tlience expejhng those lewc Engli^i that 
remay ned. reposseused them agayne; aiiice 
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which they have reinayucd in them, and, { 
j^rowing greater, have brouglit under them j 
many of the ICnglish, which wer(5 before 
theyr Lordes. This was one of the occasions 
by which ail those countryes wliich, lying 
neerc unto any inouiitayues or Irish dcsertoa, 
had bene planted with ICnglish, wei v siiortly 
displanted and lost. As nanicly in Mounster 
all the landes adjoyiiing to Slewlughir, Ario, 
and the bogg of Allone. In Connaugfft all 
t he Cuunti'} es bordering uppun the Culuers,^ 
MointerolisandOroirkecounti'ey. In Leinster 
alJ the landes neighbounng unto the raoun- 
taynes of (iluunnialeenli, unto Sliillelah, 
unto the liriskelah, and rulmonte. In 
Lister, all the countreys neere unto 'I'yr- 
coiinel, Tyrone, and the Scotts. 

Eudox. Surely this was a greate violentMi ; 
but yet by your speach it seeinelh that only 
I lie eoiinlreyes and A'allyes iiei^e adjoyning 
unto those inountuynes and desertes, were 
thus recoxered by^the Irish; but how coim« 
It nuwe that we s(‘e ultnosl all that realnie 
repossessed of them V Waij^ there any nun e 
sueli evill occasions growen by the troubles 
ol England? Or did the Irish, out of iiiosc 
places sue by them gotten, breake iurtlier 
and stretch tliemsehes thtbugh out the 
Avlude land? for now, lor ought that I can 
understand, there is noe part but the bare 
English ]uile in which the Irish haxe not 
greatest footing. 

Iren. But onl of these Hinall beginuinges 
by them gotten neere the mount ay ilbs, did 
they spredd themselves into the Inland ; and 
also, to the> r further lulvauntage, there did 
other like unhappy accidentos happen out of 
JCngland, xxhich gave hart and good opportu- 
nityi' to them to regaj^ne theyr old po^scs- 
sions. For, ill the raigne of King Edward 
tin- fiiwrlh, thinges remayned yet iii the same 
slate that they were after the late banking 
oiii of the Irish, x\ Inch 1 spoke of; and that 
noble prince begann to cast an eye unto Ire- 
land, and to myiul the reformation of thinges 
there runn amiss : for he, sent over his brotiier 
the wool thy Duke of t'larence, whoe having 
married the heyre of the ICarle of Lister, 
and by her having all the Earlcdome of Ulster, 
and niiich in Meath and Monnster. very can*- 
liilly went about the redressing of those late 
cviHs ; and though he could not beate out the 
Irish agayne, by reason of his short continu- 
aiince, yet he did shutt them up within those 
narruwe comers and glinnes under the nioun- 
taynes foote. in which they lurked; and soe 
kept them from breaking aii^ further, by 
buyldiug uf strung huldes upon overy border, 


and fortifying all passages. Amongeat which 
he builded the castle of Clare in Tomond, of 
which countrey he had the inheritaunce, and 
of Mortimers landes adjopnng, which is now 
(by the Irish) called Killalowe. Bur the 
times of that good King growing also trouble- 
some did lett the thorough reformation of all 
thinges. And tiicrim to soone after was added 
another fatnll imscheif, whicli wrought a 
greater calamitye then all the funner. For 
the said Duke of (Clarence, then Ix>rd Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, was by practise of evill per- 
sons about the King, his brother, called thence 
away; and sooiie alter by sinister mcanes was 
cleane made away. Presen I ly after whose 
death all the noith *r{‘volting did sett up 
D'tieale^ir theyr Captayne, being before that 
ol small power and regard : and there arose 
ill that part of Tomond, one of tlic 0-Briens, 
called iVIurroVi en-Ranali, that is, Murrice 
of the b'earne, or wasl. wilde places, whoe 
gathering unto him a^ the rclicks of the 
discont(‘nted Irish, eftsoru's surprised thf 
said castle of Clare, burnt all, and spoyled 
all the ICnglish dwelling theie, and in short 
apace ]>osscs8cd all that countrey of bi^vond 
tluf River of ShannuiAind neere adjoyning : 
whence shortly breaking fourth, like a sud- 
•daxne tempest, he over-rann all Mounster 
and Coiinaght; breaking dowiic all the huldes 
and fortresses of the ICnglish, defacing and 
utterly subverting all corporal toxvnes that 
were not strongly "wafted : for those he had 
noe meaiios nor Engines to overthroxvc, nei- 
ther indeede vrould he stay at all about them, 
but speedely raiin lonrard, accounting his 
snddayiiiiess his must advauutage, that he 
might overtake the Enghsh before they could 
fortifye or gather themseh cs togithcr. Sue 
in short space he cleane wiped out many 
great townes, as Hrst Inshequinu, then Kiila- 
loih, before called ('la^tort. afterxv ardes, 
Thurles, Mourne. liuttcvant, and many 
others, xvhose, names I cannot remember, and 
of some of which there is noxv noe memory 
nor siguc remayuing. I'ppoii report xvherof 
then flocked unto him all the scumm of the 
Irish out of all places, that ere long he had a 
mighty ann}'", and thence marched fourth into 
Leinster, where he xvrought groat outradges, 
wastiii/(,all the countreys where he went, 
for it was his pollicye to* leave Hoe holdes be- 
hind him, but to make all playne and wast. 
In the which he soone after created himself 
King, and was culled King of all Ireland : 
which before him 1 doe not remember that any 
did socgeiterally, but onely Edward le Bruce. 

Eudox What ! was there e\ cr any generall 
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Kins of all Ireland ? 1 never hi'ard it before, })oynt of Douluce, and boj ond unto Dublin : 
but thatat was allwaycs (whilst it was under bavins in the iniddest of lier Knockfarsus; 
ibe Irish) divided into foAvrc, and sometimes Belfast, Armasb, and (’arlinsfoord, which 
into five kinsdomes or dominions. But this arc now the most out-bonndes and aban- 
Edward le Bruce, what was he, that he could doned places in the Ensb>h Pale, and 
make himself Kius of all Ireland ? indeede not counted of tlie J^jiglish Pale at 

Ireii. 1 would tell you, in case you would all ; for it stretches now no further then 
not challense me anone fom lorgettins the Dundalko towardes the north. There *the 
mattere ^^hlch I had in hand, that is, the sayd Edward le Bruce spoyled and burnt all 
inconvenience and unfitnes which 1 supiiose the tide Ensbfh inhabilanntcs, and sacked 
he to be in the lawes of the land. ^and razed all cittyes and corporat towiies 

Kvdox. No surely. I have no occasion, for noc lesse then Murroghc en Kanagh, of 
neither is this impertinent therunto; lor whom 1 earst tohl you: for he wasted 
sithenee you did sett your course (as I Belfast, Grecn-Caslle, Kclles, Bclltalbot, 
remember) in your first part to treute of the Castlelowne, Newton, and many others 
eA'ills which hinderetW the peace and good good towncs and strong holdes : he rooted 
.wderiiig of that land, amongest whLcli that out the noble tamil.> ct- of the Audlcvs, 
of the inconvenience of the lawes was the the Talbots, the Touchets, the Chamberlains, 
first Avhich you had in hand, this discourse the Mandevils, and the Savages out of 
of the ovcf-niiining and Avasting of the Ardes, thoi^'^h of the Lord SaA'age there 
realmc is very material] therunto, for tlmt remaync Aet an heyre, that !>• noA\ a ver}' 
it Avas the beginiiiff.of all the other evills. poore* gentellman c>f very nieane condition, 
AA'hich sithenee haA'e afilicted that land, and A^et duelling in the Ai/ics. Aini coming 
opened away unto the Irish to necoA’cr thevr i Usily to I>tind^lke, he there made himself 
possession, and to beate out the English King, and rnigned by tlie space of one Avliole 
Avhi<*h had forrnerlA Avonne the same. And yeare, by the name of Eduanl King of 
besides, it Avill giA'c a<great light both it.ito Ireland, untill that King luluard of England, 
your second and third jiart, Avhich is the liaAdng sett sotiie quielt in liis nffayres at. 
K'dressing of those CAills, and planting of|, home, sent oA'cr the Lord Jobn lirennnegham 
some good forme and ])ollicye ihcrin, by re- to be generall (if the warres agaynst him, 
iiewing the romembraunce of those occa-sions whoc, cncountring him neere to Dundalke, 
and accidentes by Avhich those ruincs ha|>- OA'er-thrcAvc his armye, and sleue himself, 
pened, and laying b&'orc us the ensam]iles and presently followed the Aietorye soe 
of those times, to be compared Avith ours, hottly^upon the Scottes, tliat he. .sufl'ered 
and to be warned by those which shall have them not to breathe, or to gather thenHclA'e.h 
to do in the like. Therforc, I pray you, tell logither agaAiie, till they came to the sea- 
them unto us, and as for the poynt Avlo rc cost. NotAMthsiimdiug. all the Avay that 

you left, I w ill not forget afterAvanles to call they fiedd, for a cry rancour and <1is*pite in 

you back agayne thereunto. tlieyr retiirne they utterly consumed and 

Jren. Thi-’ Edivard le Bruce ivas brother AA'asted Avhjiisoe\W tlTcy had before left un- 
to Bobert le Bruce, AA*ho Avas King of Scot- spoyled; soe that of ‘all toA\nes castels, 
land at such tiigc as King Edivard the fortes, ^bridges, and habitations, they left not 
Second raigned here in England, and bare a any stick standing, nor any peiqile* reraayn- 

mo.st malicious and spitefull mynd agaynst ing; for those feive Avhicli yet surviA-ed, fiedd 

King EdAvard, doing him all the hurt he from their fiirie further into the English 

could, and annoying his territoryes of Eng- PaTri- Thus Avas all that goodly couiitrey 
lan(*,Avhile8t he Avas troubled AvithciA’ilhvarres utterly Avasted, and left desolat* as yet it 
of his Barruns at home. lie also, to Aioorkc remayneth to tins day. Aihicli before* hath 
him the more inischeif, sent oA-er his sayd beene the cheif omamc'nt and beautyc of Ire- 
brother Ivdw'ard AA'ith a power of Scottes and land, for that of the north sometimes Avas as 
Bedd-shankes into Ireland, where, the populous and iilentifull as anv part of JCngland, 
meancs of tMe Ijicyes and of the Irish Avith and yeeldednnto the K. of ‘hhiglaiul ii.s itap- 
Avht>m he combined, they gott footing, and peareth by good recordes, thirty thousand 
gathering to him all the scatterlinges and markes of old mony by the yeare, lx!.sidcs 
oul-laAves out of all the woodcs and moun- many thousandcs of able men to serve them 
taynes. in AA'hich they long had lurked, in theyr w’arre.s. And sure it is yet a most 
marched fiMirth into the English J*alc, AA'hich lieautil'ull and sweet count rev ns any is under 
then Avas^ cheitly in the north, from the i heaven, seamed thoioiighout witli many 
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go(Klly rivers, replenished with all sortes of 
fish, most aboundantly sprincklcd with many 
sweet llnndes and goodly lakes, like litle 
Inland Seas, that will carry even shijis upon 
tlieyr waters, adorned with goodly woodes 
iittVur building of bowses and sliippes, soc 
eomodiously, os tliat yf some princes in the 
world had them, they w'ould sooiie hope 
to be lordes of all the seas, and ere l§ng of 
all the world ; also full of good portes and 
luivcns opening upon England and Scotlandf 
a!^ inviting us to conic tp them, to sec what 
excellent comodityes that countrey can af- 
foord, besides the soyle it self most fertile, 
litt to yeeld all kind' of fruite that shal he 
coinitted therunto. And lastly, the heavens 
most luilde and temjierat, though somewhat 
more moyst then the part toward tlie West. 

Ewhx. Truly Irenajus, what with j’our 
prayses of the count rev, and wlftt with your 
fliscourse of the lamentable desolation thcrof ' 
made by those ragtayle Irish Scotte?, you 
have iiiled me tvith great compassion of 
theyr calamityes, that I doe nuch pittye tliat 
sw eete land, to be subject to soe many cvills 
as every day I see more and more throwen 
up]ion her, and doe half beginn to thinke, 
that it is (as you sayd in theniegiiiiiing) her 
fatall misfortune, above all exiuntreys that 
T knowe, to be thus miserably tossed and j 
turmnyled with these variable storraes of ' 
a ni lotions. Hut since Ave are thus fair entred 
into the considerations of her mishap, tell 
me, liave there bene any more such tempests 
as ye torme them, Avherin she bath tlius 
Avretehedly beene Avracked ? 

Jren. Many more, (lod AA'ote, haA'c there 
bene, in which her ])rincipall partes liaA’e 
bone rent and tome asuader, but none that I 
can remember soe univcrsall as these. And 
yet the rebellion of T'homas Fitz ( lerrald did 
well-nygh stretch itself into all paitcs of 
Irelanil. But that, which Avas in the time of 
the government of the I^ord Gray, Avas surely 
noe less gencrall then all those; fur t^iiire 
was no part free from the contagion, but all 
conspired in one to east of thevr subjection 
to the^ercjAvne of England. Keverthele.ss, 
through the most wise and valiaiint hand- 
ling of that right noble Lord, it gott not that 
lie.ad Avhich the former evills found ; for in 
them the rcalme was left, like a shipp in a 
Htorme amiddest all the raging surges, un- 
ruled, and undirected of any: for they to 
whom she was comitted either faynted in 
theyr labour, or forsooke theyre chaigc. But 
he (like a most wise pilote) kept her course 
carsfullv, and held her moste strongly even 


agaynst those roring billowes, , that he 
brought her safely out of all ; soe as long 
I after, CA’en by the space of twelve or tliirtene 
yearcs, she rode in pence, thniugh las only 
payncs and excellent enduraunce, how ever 
enA'ye list to bluster agaynst him. But of 
this we shall have more occasion to speake in 
another place : now (if you ] dense) lett us 
rcturne agayne unto our first course. 

Kudox. Truely I am very gladd to heare 
your judgement of the governmejit of that 
honorable man soe .soundly; for I liaA'C 
mdeedc oftentimes hard it maligned, and his 
doings depraved of some, Avhoe (1 perceave) 
did rather of malicaous mynd, or private 
grcev'aimce, sceke to detract from the honruir 
of his ileedes and coiiiisells. then of any just 
cause: but he Avas nevertheless, in the 
judgement of all good and wise men, de- 
fended and inaAntayncd. And now that 
he IS dead, his immoripll fame surviveth, 
and flounsheth in the nmiithes of all people, 
tliat even iliose that did backbite him. are 
ehoaked with the\r oamic A’enomc, and 
breake theyre galles to heare his soe honor - 
abl§ leiKirt. But lett ||^m rest in pi'aee ; and 
turne we to our more troubleoiis matters of 
discourse, of Avhich 1 am right sota e that ye 
Inake soc short an end, and eoAett to pass 
over to A'our former ])ui*])oses; for there be 
many otiier partes of Ireland, Avhich I have 
heard have bene iioc lc« vexed Avith the like 
stomies, then lhe.se which you liaA’e treated 
of, as the countrey of the Birncs and 
Tooles iicere Dublin, with tlie insolent out- 
rages and spiles of Feugh mac Hughe, the 
eoiintrcys of Katerlagh, \Vexford, and Water 
ford, of the KcA^an^hs. The countreys of 
Leis, Kilkenny, and Kildare of the Moores. 
The enuntreys of Ofalye and J,ongfoord of 
the Connors. The countroA’s of Westmeath, 
CaA'un. and I^outh of thf O Keyleys, the 
j Kcllyes. and many others, soe ns th'e discours- 
ing of them, besides the pleasure Avhich Avould 
redounde out of theyr liiston', be also very 
profitable for matter of pollicye. 

Iren. All this Avhich ye liaA'e named, 
and many moe besides, often times have 1 
right Avell knoAven, (and A'et often times doe) 
kindle gseat tires of tumiiitiious broyles in the 
countreya bordering upon them. ^11 which to 
rehearse should rather be to chronicle times, 
then to search into reformation of abuses in 
that realine : and yet, very needfull it Avil be 
to consider them, and the cvills which they 
have often stiri-eil up, that some redress 
therof, and prevention of the evills to come, 
may tliereby the rather be devised. But J 
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suppose we shall have a fitter opportunity 
for the same, when we shall spcakc of the 
particular abuses and enormityos of that 
{government, whicli wil be next after those 
{'ciierall delectes and iiicoiivciiieiuxis wliich 
1 snjrd were in the lawcs, cuslomes, and 
relipion. j 

Eudox. Goo to then, a (itides name ! 
and followe the course which you have 
]i7umised to your self, for it littedi best. I 
must confess, with the piirposi* ol your dis- 
course. Declare your opinion, as j'ou be- 
^ann, about tbc lawes of that rcalmc, what 
incomodity you have couceaved to bo in 
them, ehcifit" in the Cocninoii Lawe, wdiich 1 
would have thought to be most fre^rom all 
such dushke. 

7 /rn. The Common Law is (as before 1 
sayd) of Itself most rightfull and very eon- 
\eiii(Mit (1 suppose) fur the kiugdume for (he 
which It was first d^fdsod; for this (1 tbnike) 
as it seemes reasonable, that out of the 
manners of the ])eople, and abuses of the 
countrey, for Avhich thej' ^^c^c invented, 
ibey take theyr first beginning, or els they 
should be mosl unjuste for noc laues of icaii 
(according to the straight rule of right) arc 
just, but as in regard of the ovills M'lnch thej^ 
Iircvent, and the safety of the connnon-weale 
which they provide for. As for example, in 
the true ballauncing of justice, it is a fiatt 
nrong to luinisli th^ thought or pur|)Ose of 
any before it be enacted; for true Justice 
punuisheth nothing but the cvill act or wicked 
woord ; yet by the lawes of all kingdomes it 
is a cajiitall crime to devise or ]iurpose the 
death of the King: the reason is. for that 
ulicn such a purpose is eflei-ted, it should 
ilicii be to late to devise therof, and should 
tume that common-weale to more hurt by 
such loss of theyr JMnee, then hii(*h {lunnish- 
mctit of the inahuactours. And therfore the 
lane in that case punnisheth the thought; for 
better is a mischeit, then an ineonvenicncc. 

thatyuj polUicuin, though it be nut of it 
sell just, yet by application, or ratiier nc- 
cessitye, it is made just; and this only 
respect niaketh all lawes just. Now then, yf 
these lawes of Ireland be not llkel^ise ap- 
[ilyed and fitted for that realmc, Uiey are 
sure very inconvenient. * 

Eudux. You reason strongly: but what 
unfittness doe 3’ou finde in them for that 
rcalmc ? shewe us some particulars. 

Iren. The Common Lawe appoynteth that 
all trvalls, as well of crimes as titles and 
rights, sbal be made by verditt of a Jurv^e, 
choofen out of the honestest and most sub- I 


stantiall frec-holdcrs. K ow, most all the free- 
holders of that Tcalme are Irish, which v hen 
the cause shall fall betwixt an Englishman 
and an Irish, or bctwecnc the Qneciie and 
any frc-lujlder of that countrey, they make 
noe mon* scruple ft) pass agaynst an English- 
man, and the (^neene, though it bo to stray iic 
theyr othos, then todnnke imlke unstruyned. 
Soe thill, befiav (he .) ury e goe togitber,* it is 
well knoweii what the verdict will be. The 
“^ryall heiof have I soe often scene, that I 
dsire conlidenlly avouch the abuse tlientf. 
Yet is the lawe of ilsell, 1 say, good ; and the 
first institution thetol, being given to all 
natunill Kiiglishmeri, very rightfull, but now 
that the 1 ri'di have stept into the roonies of the 
English, (whoc are now become soe heedlull 
* and jirovident to k(*epe them out fronihenee- 
I forth that they make noe scruple of conscience 
! to pasNC a^^ainst them) yt is good reason 
j that either that course of the lawe lor tryall 
lie altered or other ]m)VLsv;ni lor jui\ es made. 

Efulox. In sooth, Ireiueus, you liave dis- 
co veicd a poynl woorthy the con.siderai ion ; 
for heerby not only the English sulyect 
fiiideth noe indillerency in deciding ol his 
cause, be it iiever soe just; but alsoe the 
Queene, as well in all plena of the crow'iie, as 
also in iiniuiryes lor Ksebeates, landes at- 
tayntod,wardshi))s,conccaltncntes. and all such 
like, is abused and exceedingly danimagcd. 

Jrvn. You say very t rue ; for I dare un- 
dcrtalip, that at this day then' are more at- 
taynted landes, concealed from her Mujesiie, 
then she hath now possessions in all Ireland: 
and it is noc small ineonveniencc ; for, la'side 
that she looseth soe much land as should tunie 
her to great profit!, she In-oides looseth .soe 
many good subjectes^ which might be assured 
unto her. ns those landes would ycld iiihab- 
itantes and living unto. 

EiA/nx. But doe that people (.s;iy you) make 
noe more conscience to ix:r|ure themsdves 
ill theyr verdictes, and damiie theyr sowlesV 

•/ccn. Not only soe in theyr verdictes, but 
also in all other theyr dealinges ; esjiecially 
tow'anl the English, they are most willfully 
bent : fbi though they will not seeine mani- 
festly to doe it, yet will some one or other 
Huttle-headed fellowi- amongest thejn iiike, 
some r|uirke, or devi.se some evasion, w herof 
the rest will lightly take hold, and .siifler 
themselves easely to be leild by him to that 
tiiemselves desimil. For in tile most appa- 
raunt mutter that may be, the least question 
or doubt that can be moved W'ill make a 
Btopp unto them, and putt them quite out of 
the way. Besides that, of themselves they 
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arc (for the most part) soc cautelous and 
wylyc-hcaded, specially being men of soe small 
experience and practize in lavre matU'rs, that 
you M'ould wonder wlience they borrowe such 
siibliltyes and slye shiiles. 

EiuliKt. Hut, me thiiikes, this inconvenience 
nioiight be much helped by the Judges and 
(31ieif Magest rates which liave Ihc choosing 
and nominating of those juryes, yf tliey wc^ld 
have care to appoynt either most Englisli- 
men, or such Irishmen as were of the soundest 
judgCmente and disposition ; lor noe doubt 
but some there be incorruptible. 

Jreti. ISome there be indeedc as you say ; 
but then would the Irish party crj'e out of 
partiality, and complayne he lialh noe Justice, 
that he' is not used as a subject, that he is 
not sutfred to have the free benetitt of the 
laive ; and these outcryes the Magistrates tlicrc 
<loe much sliunn, os' they have ciftise, since 
they are soe readily hearkened unto heere : 
neither can it be indetde, allthougli the Irish 
party would be soe contented to be soc com- 
]iasscd, that such Ihiglish freeholders, which 
are but fewe, and such faythful Irishmen, 
which are indeede as fewe, s'hall allwayes lie 
clio<4en for tryalls ; for being soe fewe, they 
should be made weary of theyrfree-lioldts. 
And therfore a good care is to be had by all 
good occasions to eiicrcasc theyr numbers, 
and to plant more by them. Hut were itwie, 
that the Juryes wiild be piked out of such 
choyse men as you desire, there wouUlne^^er- 
thefess be as badd corruption in the Iryall ; 
for tin* e\ idenco lieitig brought in by the base 
Irish people, wil be us dcceitfuil as the 
vcrdictcs; for they care much Icsse then the 
others wliat they snenre, and sure their 
Lordes may coiii]icll them hi saic any t hinge ; 
for I myself have heard, wlicn one of that 
base soit (which they call churles) being 
challenged, and re[iroved for his false 9th, 
hath answered eonlidently, 'J'hat his Lord 
eomaiinded liim, and it was the least thing 
he could doc fur his Ijord to swearc for hiu#;« 
soe incoiiNcionablc arc those coininon people, 
and so litle lecling have they of liod, or theyr 
oAvnc sowles good. 

J'.’uflox. li is a most miserable case, but 
what lielpc can there be in thisV for though 
the manners of the tryalls should be altered, 
yet the proof of eve'ry thing must iieedes 
be by test imonyes of 'such persons as the 
liartyes shall produce; w’hich yf they shall 
corrupt, how can then* ever any light of the 
trueth apiiearc? what remedy c is there for 
this evill, but to make heavy lawes and 
pcnaltycs ogaynst juroursV 


Iren, 1 thinke sure that will doe small 
g<K)d ; for when a people are inclined to any 
vice, or have noe touch of conscience, nor 
seiice of theyr evill doings, it is bootcless to 
thinke to restruync them by any penultycs 
or feare of punnishment ; 'but* either the 
occasion is to be taken away, or a niose 
understanding of rJie right, and shame of the 
fault to be imprinted. For yf that Licurgus 
should have made it death for the Lace- 
aicmonians to stealc, they being a people 
which naturally delighted in stealth ; or \ f 
it should be made a cajiitall crime for the 
Flemmings to be taken in drounkenness, 
there should have beno few Lacedemonians 
then loft, igid fewer Flemmings. Soe impos- 
sible it is to remove any fault, soe general 1 in 
a people, with terruur of lawes or most sharjie 
restrayntes. 

Euthx. What meanes may there then be 
to avuyde this inconvenience? fur the case 
sure seemes very hard. 

Iren. We are not yet come to that poynt 
to devise remedyes for the cvills, but only 
are mnv to recount them ; of the w'hich, this 
that ik have told you i(^ one defect in tiic 
Common Law-es. 

Eudox. Tell ns then (I pra^* you) further, 
have you any more of this sort in the Common 
l^wcs. 

h'en. Ky rehearsoll of this, I remember 
also of an other like, ^\^ich i have often 
observed in tryalls to have wrought great 
hurt and hindraunce, and that is, the excep- 
tions w hich the Coniinuu l^aw' allow’cth a 
fdlon III his tryall ; for lie may have (as you 
kiiowe) thirty-six exueptioiis peremptorve 
agaynst the jurours, of w hich he .shall shewe 
noe cause. Hy which shift there being (as I 
luive shew^ed yon) small storeof honest Juryc 
men, he will* either putt of his trxall, or 
leave it to such men as (\>erhnps) are not of 
tlic soundest sort, by whose meanes, yf he 
can acquitt himself of the crime, us he is 
likely, then will he plague such ns were 
brought first to be of his Juryc, and all such 
as made any party against him. And when 
he comes foorth, he will make theyr cowes 
and garraiis to w'ulke, yf he tloc lioe other 
mischeif tu^thevr ])crson*s. 

Eudox. This is a slye devise, bu^ 1 thinke 
it might soonc be rcmeiU'cd ; but we must 
leave it awhile with the rest. In the meauc- 
wiiile goe ye for\yard with others. 

Ireu. There is an otlier noe less incon- 
venient then tliis, w'hich is the trj-all of 
accessoryes to fellouy ; for, by the Common 
Lawc, the accessoryes cannot be proceeded 



620 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT STATE OF IRELAND. 


apraynHt, till the principall reccave his try- 
all. Now the case often falleth out in Ireland 
that a stealth being made by a rebell, or an 
outlawe, the stollen goodcs are convaj*ed to 
some husbandman or gcntellman, which hath 
well to take to, and yet liveth most by the 
UBceit of such goodes atoln, where they are 
found by the owner, and handled : wherupon 
the party is perhaps apprehended and com- 
mitted to goale, or putt upon suretyes, till the 
sessions, at which time the owner, preferring 
a bill of indictment, prooves sufficiently the 
stealth to have bene made upon him by such 
an outlaw, and to have bene found in the 
possession of the j^isoner, agaynst whom, 
nevertheless, not* course of law’e cm proceede, 
or trvall can be had, for that thf principall 
theif is not to be gotten, notwithstanding 
that he likewise standeth perhaps indited at 
once w'ith the receaver, being in rebellion, or 
in the woodes, whereunto peradventure he 
is ilow'ne before Ire can be gotten, and soe the 
receaver clean acquitted and discharged of 
the crime. By which meancs the theeves are 
greatly encouradged to steale, and theyr 
mayntayners emboldened t<i reccavq^ theyr 
stealths, knowing nowe hardly they can be 
brought to any tfyall of lawe. 

Eudox. Truly this is a great iu<9>n- 
venience, and a *grcat cause (as you say) of 
the mayntenaunce of theeves. knowing thejrr 
receavers allwaye* readyc ; for, were there 
noe receavers, there would be noe theeves: 
but this (me seemes) might caaely be pro- 
vided for by some Act of Parliament, that 
the receaver, being convicted by ^ood proofe, 
might receavehih trvall without his principall. 

Iren. You say very true, Kmloxus, but it 
is allmost impossible to be compassed. And 
herin also you discover another imiierfection 
in the course of the Common Lawe, and first 
onlinaunce of flie realmc ; for ye kiiowe that 
the sayd I’arliament must consist of the 
}>ecres, gentellmen, feeeholders, and burgesses 
of that realmc it self. Nowe perhaps these 
being themselves, or the must part of them 
(as iiiav seeme by their stiff with-standing 
of this Act) culpable of this crime, or favour- 
ers of theyr frendes, which are such by whom 
theyr kitchins are sometime amended, will 
not BulSa anv such Statut toapass. Yet 
hath it oftentimes beene attempted, and in 
the time of Sir John Pem»t very earnestly 
(I remember) laboured, but by noe meanes 
could be effected. And not only this, but 
many other like, which are as needfull for the 
reformation of that realme. 

Eudox. This also is surely a great defect, 


hut we must not talke, you saio, of (he re- 
dressing of this, untill our second part come, 
which piiriiosely therforc is appoynted. I'her- 
fore proceede to the recounting of more such 
cvills, yf von have any more. 

Ijen. There is also a great inconvenience 
w'hich hath wrought great dammage both to 
her Majesty, and to the I'oranion' wealth, 
tl^ugh close and colourable conveyaunces of 
the landcs and goodes of traytors, fellons, and 
fugitives. As, when one of them myndeth to 
goe into rebcllionj he will convuy awa}^ all his 
landcs and lordships to feoffees of trust, wher- 
by he reserveth unto himself but an estate 
for termc of life, which being determined 
cither by the swoor<l or by the halter, theyr 
landcs cometh straight unto theyr heyres, 
and the Queue is defrauded of the intent of 
the law'c, which layd that grc\ uus punnish- 
ment upofc traytonrs to forfeit all theyr landes 
to the Prince, to the end that men might be 
the rather terrifyed from committing treasoiih ; 
for manye wdiich would litlc esteerne of theyr 
owne lives, y^t fiir remorse of theyr w'ives and 
children should be withheld fiotn those hay- 
nous crimes. This appeareth plnynly in the 
late Earle of Desmond ; for, before his break- 
ing fourth into his ofieii rebellion, he had 
convayod secretly all his landes to feoffeas of 
trust, in hope to liavc ciitt of her Majestic 
from the escheat of his landcs. 

Eudox. Yea, but this w'as well enough 
avovded ; for that Act of Parliament which 
ga^c all his landes to the Queue did (ns I 
have heard) cut of and frustrat all such con- 
veyaunces, as had any time by the space 
of twelve yeares before his rebellion, bene 
made; within the compass wherof, that fraud- 
ulent feoffement, ^nd many other the like of 
his accomplices and fellowe traytors, which 
were attaynted, hath Irene made voyd. 

iren. Very true, but how hardly that Act 
of Parliament w'as wrunge out of them, I can 
witness; and were it to be ])asscd agayne, I 
,^rc undertake it w'ould never be compassed. 
But w'ere it soe that such Acts might easely 
be brought to ])ass agaynst traytors and 
fellons, yet w'ere it not an endless trouble, 
that noe traytour nor fellon should be attayn- 
ted, but a Parliament must be called for 
bringing his landes to the Quene, which tlic 
Common-Lawe giveth her. 

Eudtix. Then this is noe fault of the 
Common-Lawe, but of the parsons which 
woorke this fraud unto her Majestic. 

Iren. Yes, marv ! fur the Ck)mmon-Lawe 
hath left ^cm this bcncfitt, wherof thev make 
advauntage, and wroi>t it to theyr badd pur- 
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poses. Soc as they ore therby the bolder to 
enter into ovill actions, knowing that, yf the 
woorst befall them, they shall loose nothing 
but themselves, wherof they seeme surely to 
lie ver}'^ careless, like as all barbarous people 
are, as Cicsar in his Comentaryes sayth, very 
feareless of daunger. 

Eudax. But what meane you of fugitiws 
hcrin ? Or how doth this conceme them?* 

Iren. Yes, very greatly ; for jre shall un- 
derstand that there be many ill disposed and 
undutifull parsons of that rdalmc, like as in 
l.his poynt there are also in this realmo of 
Bnglnnd to many, which Udng men of good 
inhcritaunce. am for dislike of raligion, or 
daunger of the lawe into which they ani runn, 
or discontented witli the ])resent government, 
fledd beyond the seas, where they live under 
Princes,” that are her Majesties f)r()fe8sed 
enemyes, and converse and are confederat 
with other traytors and fugitives which are 
thei'e abi<Ung. The ^v'tiich nevertheless have 
the henefitt of theyr landes hecr^by pretence 
of such colourable convcyaunces tlierof, form- 
erly made by them to theyr privy frendes 
heere of trust, Avhoe secretly doe send over 
unto them the sayd revennues, wlterwith they 
are there mayntayned and enabled agaynst 
her Majestie. 

Eudkr. f doe not thinke that there be 
any such fugitives whicli arc releved by the 
proflit of theyr landes in England, for there 
is a htraighter onler taken. And yf tlftre 
be any such in Ireland, it were good it were 
likewise looked unto, for this evill may casely 
be remedyed. But proeeede. 

Iren. It is also inconvenient in that realmc 
of Ireland, that the wardes and mariadges of 
gcntcllinens children shoula be in the dispo- 
sition of any of those Irish Lordes, as nowe 
the;i are, by reason that theyr landes arc held 
b}' kiiightes service of those Lordes. By 
which meancs it cometh to iiass that those 
sayd gen tellnicns children, being thus in the 
ward of those Lordes, are not only therbf 
brought up lewdly, and Irish-like,* but also 
for ever after soe bound to theyr services, ns 
they will runn with them into'any disloyall 
action. 

Ewhx. i'his greevaunce, Irenious, is also 
complayjicd of in England, but howe can it 
be remtHlyed ? since Uio service must ftdlow 
the tenure of the landes, and the landes were 
given away by the Kinges of England to 
those Lordra, when they first conquered that 
realme ; and, to sav trouth, this also would be 
some prejudice to the Prince in her vfardsliips. 

Iren, I doe not meniie this by the Prinocs 


wardes, but by such as fall into the handes 
of Irish Lordes ; for I could wish, and this 1 
would enforce, that all those wardships were 
in the Princes disposition ; for then it might 
be hoped, that she, for the universall refor- 
mation of that realme, would take better 
order for the bring^ig up of those wardes in 
good nurture, and not suffer them to come 
into soe badd handes. And though these 
yiinges be allready passed away, by her 
nrogenitoiirs former ^auntes, unto those sayd 
Lordes ; yet 1 could find a way to remedye a 
great part therof, &s hernfter, when litt time 
serveth. shall appeare. And since we are 
eiitred into speach <»f such graiintcs of former 
Princes, to ffhndry parsons of this realme of 
Ireland, 1 will mention unto you some other, 
of like nature to this, and of like inconve- 
nience, by which the former Kinges of England 
fiassed unto them a great imrt of theyr pre- 
rogative; which though fflen it w'as well 
intended, and perhaps well deserved of them 
which receaved the same, yet now such a gapp 
of mischeif lyetli open therby, that I could 
wish it were well stopped. Of *t his sort are the 
graunros of Countyes Paftntines in Ireland, 
which though at ”lirst wrere graunted upon 
good consideration when they were first con- 
quered, for that these landes lay then as a 
very border to the wild Irish, subject to con- 
tinuall invasion, soe as i^ was ncedefiill to 
give tlieni great privileges for the defence of 
the inhabitauntes therof ; yet now for that it 
is uoe more a border, nor frontyerd wdth ene- 
rayes, why should such privileges be any more 
contyiiued ? 

EndiKcm. I would gladly knowe what ye 
cull a County Palentiiic, and whence it is soe 
called. 

Iren. It w'^is (as I suppose) first namea 
Palentine of h pale, as it weren pale and de- 
fence to theyr inner landes, sue as it is called 
the English' Pale, and therfore also is a Pals- 
grave mimed, that is, an Earle Palentine. 
Others thinke of the Latine, pedare, that is, 
to forrage or out-nmn, because the marchers 
and borderers use comonly soe to doe. Soe 
os to have a County Palentine is, in effect, 
but to have a jirivilege to spoyle tlie enemyes 
borders adjdjgiing. And siire'ly soe it is used 
at this day, as a privileged place (jf spoyles 
and stealthes ; for the County of Tippern’rye, 
which is nowe the onely Co'uiityc Piilentine 
in Ireland, is, by abuse of some badd ones, 
made a receptacle to robb tlie rest of the 
Countyes about it, by meanes of whose privi- 
leges none will followe theyr stealtlies, soe as 
it, being situat in the very lapp of all the 
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land, is mode nowe a bonier, -which how 
inconvenient it is lett every man j udge. And 
thoufTh that right noble man, that is the Lord 
of the libertye doe endevour himself all that 
he may to yeeld equall justice unto all, yet 
can there not but great abuses lurke in soe 
inward and ab^dutca pritilege, the consider- 
ation wherof is to be resficctcd carefully, for 
the next succession. And much like unto 
this graunte there are alsoe other privileges 
graunted unto most of the corporations there ; 
that they shall not be bound to any other 
government then theyr owne, that they shall 
not be charged witi) garrisons, tliat they shall 
not be traveled foorth of theyre owne fraun- 
chises, that they may buye aifd sell with 
theeves and rcbells, tliat all .amercenicntes 
and lines that shal be imposed upon them 
shall come unto themselves. All which, 
though at the time of theyr fir^t graunt they 
were tollerable, %nd perhaps reasonable, yet 
nowe arc most unreasonable and inconvciuent; 
but all the^e ivill easel v be cutt of with the 
superiour jinwer of her Majesties prerogative, 
agaynst w-lnch her owne grauntes are n^it to be 
pleaded or enforcca. 

Eutiox. No-»ve truly, Irenaeus, yc have 
(me seerocs) very well handled this poynt. 
touching the inconveniences in the Cominon 
l^we there, by you observed ; and it seemetli 
that you have *a ^yndfull regard unto the 
thinges that may concerne the good of that 
realme. And *yf you can as well goe 
through with the Statute La>ves of that land, 
1 will thinke you have not lost all your 
time there. Therfore, I pray you, now take 
them in hand, and tell us what you thinke 
t(» be amiss in them. 

iren. The Statutes of that realme are not 
many, and tlierfore we shall the sooner runn 
through themj* And yet of these fewe there 
an' siindiye nnperiin'cnt and unnccessarye : 
the which* perhaps, though at the time of the 
making of them were very needefull, yet 
nowe through chaungc of time ore clcane 
antiquated, and altngither idle : as that 
which forbiddeth any to weare theyr beardes 
on the upper lipp, aiid ndne under the chinn ; 
that which putteth away saffron shirtes and 
smockes : that which restraynetfi the use of 
gilt bridibs and petronells; that which is 
appoynted to the recorders and clarkes of 
Dublin and Drogheda, to take but two pence 
for the copye of a playnt; that which 
rommaundeth bowes and arrowes ; that 
wliich rnaketh that all Irishmen that shall 
converse amongest the English shal be 
taken for spyes, and soe punnished; that 


which forbiddeth persons ameanable to lawe 
to enter and distraync in the landes in 
which they have title ; and many other the 
like I could rehearse. 

Eudox. These, which you have repeated, 
seeme very frivolous and fruiteless ; for by 
the breach of them litle dammi^e or'incon- 
venicnce can come to the Common-wealth: 
Neither, indeede, yf any transgress them, shall 
he seeme woorthy of punnishment, scarce of 
blame, saving for that they beare the name of 
lawca But lawes ought to be such, as that 
the keqiing of them should be greatly for 
the behoofe of the Common-wealth, and the 
vyolating of them should be very hayiious, 
and sharply punnished. But tell us of some 
more waighty dislikes in the Statutes then 
these, and that may more bchoufully imisirt 
the refottnation of them. 

Iren. There is one or two Statutes which 
make the wnuigfull dlstrayning of any mans 
goodes agaynst the lorme of the Cominon 
Lawe fo Ik/ felony. The W'hich Slatules 
seeme surely to have bene at first ment for 
the great good of the realme, and lr»r 
restrayniiig of a fowle abuse, wliicli then 
raigned cofnmonly among that people, and 
yet is not altogither layed aside ; that when 
any one vriis indetted to another, he -u'ould 
first demauiid his dett, and, yf he w'en' not 
payed, he would straight goe and take a 
distress of his goodes and chattels, w’here he 
coind find them, to the valewe : the which 
hew'ould keepetill hoiverc satisfyed, and this 
the simple ehurle (as they call him) dothcoin- 
mo:ily u»e to doe yet through ignornunce of 
his misdoing, or evill use that hath long set- 
tled amongest tly^m. But this, though it Im* 
sure most unlawfull, yet surely (me seenies) 
to lianl to make it death, since there is noe 
pivpose in the other party to stealethe others 
goodes, or to conceale tfie (iistress, but doth 
it openly, for the most part before witnesses, 

, Ami agayne, the same Statutes arc soe slack- 
l3'e penned (liesides the later of them is soe 
unseiisihly cfmtryved that it scarce carryeth 
any reason in it) that they are often and very 
easely wrested to the fraud of the subject ; as 
yf one going to distrayne iiiKin his owne land 
or tenement, wdiere lawfully he may, yet yl 
in doing therof he transgress the least poy'nt 
of the Common Lawe, he straight committeth 
felonye. Or yf one, by any other occasion 
take any thing frotn another, as boies 
use somct3'racs to cap|)e on another, the 
same is straight felonj'c. This is a verve 
hard lawe. 

Eudox* Nevertheless the eviU use in dis- 
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trayninfr another mans goodes, you will not 
denye but it is to be abolished and taken 
uMray. 

Iren, Tt is soe, but not by taking away 
the subject w’lthall ; for that is to violent a 
iiiedeciiic, especially this use being per- 
mitted, and made lawfull unto some, and to 
other some death. As to most of the 
corporal towiius, there it is grauntfd by 
iheyr charter, that they may, every man by 
^imself. without any otlicer (for that wer? 
more Uderalde) tor any dett, to distrayne the 
goodes of any Irish*, being iound within 
theyr libcrtye, or but passing through theyr 
townes. And the tirst permission of this 
was for that in those times when thatgraunt 
was made, the 1 rish were not ameanable to 
lawe, hoe as it u us not snfef ye for the tou iics- 
men to goc 1o them foorih lod^nauiul theyr 
d(‘(t, nor possible to draw'e him into lawes, 
so that he had leave to he his owiie haylitf, 
to firrest his detu^s goodes wiihin his owne 
tiauiicliise. I'lie wliKili the Irish seeing 
thmiirht it was lawfull for tflem lo distra\iie 
tlie townesini'iis goodes in the count rey wdiere 
they found it. Ainl soe, by the example of 
thatgraunte of t he tou-nes-iTt^n, they thought 
it lawfull, and made it a use to distravne 
one aiiotliers guodi's (or small detts. And 
to say tnietli, me thinkes it is hard for 
every«‘ tryfliug ilett, of two or three shil- 
lings U, be dri\on to lawe, which is soe farr 
from them sometimes to be sought; i«»r 
whi'h me thinkes it an lieavve ordiiiaunce to^ 
give death, especially to a rude man that is* 
ignorauiit of laivc, anil thmketh a common use 
nr graunte to other men is a lawe for him- 
self. 

Eudox. Yea, but^the iudge, Avhen it 
cometh before him to tryall, may easelye 
decide this doubt, and lay ojaii the .intent 
oi the law’c by his better discretion. * 

Iren. Yes’, but it is dauiigennis to leave 
the seiice of the lawe unto the reason or will 
of the judges, whoe are men and mi^^be 
miscarrved by aflections, and many other 
meanos. But the law'ea ought to be like 
unto stonve tables, plhyne, stedfast, and 
iinmoveabte. There is also such another 
Statute or two, which make Coygnye and 
Liverye to be treason, nou less inconvenient 
then the former, being, as it is penned, how 
ever tlie first purpose therof were expedient; 
for therby now' noe man can goe into another 
miins howse for lodgings, nor to his owne 
tenaunts howse to take victuall by the way, 
notwithstanding that there 4s ‘noe other 
uieanes for him to have hMlging. nor horse 


meate, nor mans mcate. tliere being noe 
Innes, nor none otherwise to be bought for 
muny, but that he is endammaged to the 
Statute of treason, whensoever he shall 
happen to fall out with his tcnaiint, or that 
his sayd host list to complaync of grevaunce, 
as oftentime% I have scene them wery 
maliciously doe through the least pniviii- 
cation. 

Endnx. I doe not well knowc, but by goss, 
what you doe meane bv these termes of 
Coygnye and liiven e : therfore I pray you 
explanc them. 

Iren. I kno%ve nor whether the woordes be 
English or Irish, buff I suppose them rather 
to be aaicient English, for the Irishmen cun 
make noe derivation nor analogye of them. 
What Liverye is. w'e by common use in Eng- 
laiiil kiiowe well enough, namelye, that it is 
allowaunce of hurse-mcatc, as they commonly 
use the w'oord in st:iblii%, as to keepe horses 
at liver} e; the which woord, as I gess, is de- 
ri\ed of livering or delivering foorih theyr 
nightly e loode. Soe in great how.ses, the h- 
verye *i.s sayd to be served up for all night, 
tliHt is theyr nyghtcif^allow'aunce for driiike. 
And Liverye is also called the upper gar- 
, merit which serving men w’carorh, schj called 
(as I suppose) for that it is dedivered and 
taken from him at pleasure : soe it is appar- 
auiit, that by the woord Liverj'C is meant 
horse-meate, like us bf the woord Coygnye is 
understood mans-meate ; but liow' tlie woord 
is derived is very hard to tell : .some say of 
coyiie, because they used commonlv in theyr 
(’oygnyes, not only to take meate, \iut coyne 
also ; and that talcing of moiiy w'as .specially 
ment to be pmhibited by that’ Statute : but I 
tlunk rather that this woord Coigiiye is de- 
rived of the Irish. 'Hie which is a common 
use amongest the Irish lagdlonles, to have a 
common spending upon theyr teuauntes ; for 
all theyr tenauntes, being commonly but 
tenaunies at will, they use to take of them 
what vietualls they list, for of victuall.s they 
wrere wont to make small reekiiing : neither 
in this were the tenauntes w'ronged, for it w'as 
an ordinarye aad knowen custome, and his 
Lord commonlye used soe to covenaunt with 
him, wnhich yf at any time the timauiit mis- 
likcd, h9 might freelye depart, a* his pleasure. 
But now' by this Statute the sayd Irish Lord 
is wronged, for that he is cult of from his 
customarye serN’icea, of the which this was 
one, besides many more of the like, as Cudd- 
eehih, Cossliirh, Honaught, Shragh, Sorchim, 
and such like; the which (I think) at first 
were ciistomes brought in bv the English 
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upon the Irish, for they were never vriiontf 
and yet are very loth to ^eld any certayne 
rent, but onely such spenduiges, saying com- 
nrnnly, ‘ Spend me and defend me.’ 

Eydox. Surelv I take it as you say, that 
therin the Irish Lordes hath greate wronge, 
sincelt was an auncient customf , and nothing 
contraryc to lawe, for to the willing there is 
no( wrong done. And this right wdl I wote, 
that even liuere in England, there are in many 
places as large customes os that of Goignye 
and Liverye. ilut I suppose b}’’ your spoach, 
that it was the first meaning of the Statute 
to forbidd the violent taking of victualls upon 
either mens tiMiauntes a/Jaynst theyr willcs, 
wliich surely is a great outrage, and ^t not 
soe great (ine seenies) us that it should be 
made t.reasfin : for considering that the nature 
of treason is concerning the realmc, estate or 
person of the King- or practising with his 
eiicinyes, to the dentation and daungcr of 
his cniwne and digiiitye ; it is hardly wrested 
to make this treason. Ihit (as you earst 
sayd) Mietter a mischeif then an incon- 
venience.' 

Iren. Another StutiAe I remember, whifti 
having beene an auncient English custome 
is now upon advisement made an Irish lawe, 
and that is called the Custome of Kin-cogish, 
which is, that every head of every sept, and 
every cheif of every kiiwed or familye, should 
be ansnerable and bound to bring fo'orth every 
one of that kinmd or sept under hym at all 
times to be justifyed, when he should be re- 
quired or charged with any treason, felonye, 
or other haynous crime. 

Endox. Why, surely this seemes a very 
necessary lawe. For considering that many 
of them be such losclls and scattcrlings, as 
that they cannot easely by any sherifT, con- 
stable, bayliff, or qfher rirdinarye officer ^ 
gotten, when they are challenged for any such 
foct ; this is a very good ineane to gett them 
to be brought in by him, that is the head of 
that sept, or cheif of thathowsc: wherforc I 
wonder what just exception you can make 
agavnst the same. 

iren. Trewe, ]<>udoxus, in*the pretence of 
the good of that Statute you have nothing 
erred, for it seemeth very expedient {}ftd ne- 
cessarj'c ; but*thc hurt which cometh therby 
is greater then the good. For, wildest every 
cheif of a sept standeth soe bound to the law^ 
for every one of his bloudor sept that is under 
him, inclusive everie one of his sept is put 
under him, and he made J^te by the com- 
maundiiig of them all. ^r yf he may not 
comaiinile them, then that lawe doth wrong 


which bindeth him to bring them foorth to 
be justifVed : and yf he mav comuunde tliem, 
then he" may comaunde them aswell to ill 
as to goody whereby the lordes and captayns 
of oountreyes, and"the principall and neades 
of septs, are mode s trover, when it should 
be a most speciall care in policye to weaken 
them, and to set up and strengtlien divers 
of hi^ underlingcB agaynst him, which, 
whensoever he shall offer to swarve from 
dutye may be able to beard him : for it ia 
very daungerous to leave the coniaund of soe 
many as some septs ore, being live or six 
thousand persons, to the will of one man, 
whoe may Icade them to what he will, as he 
himself shal be inclyned. 

Endox. In very deede. Iremeus. it is very 
daungerous, especially scing the disposition 
of those people is not allwayes inclinable to 
the best. And therfore 1 hold it noe wise- 
dome to leave unto thorn to much comauiid 
over theyr kinred, but ratlicr to withdrawc 
theyr foliow'crs from them asmiich as may be, 
and to gather thdhi under tlie comaunde of 
lawe bj’ some better meane then this custome 
of Kin-cogish. The which woord I woulde 
be gladd to kiioyr! what it namely signify eth, 
for the meaning therof I seeme to understand 
reasonable well. 

^ Iren. It is a woord mingled of the Eng- 
lish and Irish togither, soe ns 1 am partly ledd 
to thinke, that the cushime therof W'as first 
KnglishPand nfterw^ardes made Irisli ; for such 
4 n other lawe they had hcere in England, as 
I remember, made by King Alureil, that eveiy 
gentellman should continually bring foorth 
his kinred and followers lo the lawe. Soe Kin 
is English, and Cogisli signifveth affiiiitv in 
Irish * 

Eudox. Siththen we have thus reasonably 
handle^ the inconvenience in the lawes, lett 
us now pass unto the second part, which w'as, 
as I remember, of the abuses of customes ; 
in wWch, me seemes, you have a fayre cham- 
piairnyd open unto you, in w'hich ’you may 
at large stretch out your discourse into many 
sweete remembraunccs of antiquityes, from 
whence it seemeth tlial. the customs of that 
countrey proceeded. 

Iren. Indeedc, Eudoxus, vou sav ver>' true; 
for alle tlie customes of the Irisfi, which 1 
have often noted and compared with that I 
have reade, would minister occasion of most 
ample discourse of the first originall of them, 
and the antiquitye of that people, which in 
trueth I doe thinke to be more auncient then 
most that 1 k/iowe in this end of the world; 
soe as yf it were in the handling of some man 
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of sound judgement nnd plcntifull reading it 
would be most ploiisauii t and profiitable. Ibit 
it rnuy be we may, at some other tunc of 
meeting, take ocuusioii to treat therof mure at 
large, llccrc it shall suttice to tonche 
such customes of the Irish as secine oifensive, 
and repugnaunt to the good government of 
that realme. 

Eudox. Followe then your ownc couAe, for 
I shall the better content my self to forbear^ 
my desire iiowe, in hope that you will, as you 
say, some other time mofe abuundantly satia- 
fye it. 

Iren. Before we enter into the treatise of 
theyr eustomes, it is first needfull to consider 
from whence they first sprong; for from 
the sundry manners of the nations, from 
whence that people which now are culled 
Irish were derived, some of ^le customes 
that now reniai nc amungest tliein have bene 
first fetcht, aiid since they have lieue con- 
tinued auiongi'st tffeni ; fur not of one nation 
was that people, but of manv and of different 
conditions nnd manners. But the cheifest 
W'hich have first possessed, and inhabited it, 
I suppose to be Scythians, which at such 
time a*< the Nurtherne Xatioi* overflowed all 
Ohristendome, came downe to the sea-cost, 
where enquiring for other countreyes abrode, 
and getting intelligence of this countrey of 
Ireland, finding shipping convenient, passed 
over thither, and arrived in the North-part 
thenif, which is now culled Ulster, •which 
first Inhabiting, and afterw^ardcs stretching 
themselves further into the land as theyr 
numbers encrcased, named it all of themselves 
Scuttcnland, w'hich more breifly is called 
Bcntland, or Scotland. 

Eudox. I w'oiider (ireiia-us) whither you 
runne soe farre ostraie; lor whylest wee 
talke of Ireland, me thiiikes a on ri(^ upp 
thoriginall of Scutlande, but what is that to 
this? 

Iren. Siirelyc verye much, for Scotlui^e 
and Ireland arc all one and the same. * * 

Eudox That seemeth mure straunge ; fur 
we all knowe right well they are distinguished, 
with a great sea running betwenc them; or 
els there are two Scotlands. 

Iren. Never the more are there tw’o 
Scotlands, but two kindes of Scotts there w'crc 
indeede (as ye may gather out of Buckhanan) 
the one Irin. or Irish Scotts, the otlier Albin- 
Scotts; for those Scotts or Scythyans ar- 
rived (as I sayd) in the North partes of Ire- 
land, where some of them afterwardes passed 
into the next coast of Albin,*now cidled 
Scotland, whiah (after much trouble) the/ 


possessed, and of themselvea named it 8cot- 
I land; but in process of time (as is commonly 
! scene) the denomination of the part prevaylcd 
m the whole, for the Irish Scottes [miting 
• away the name of Scottes, wore called oncly 
Irish, and the Albin Scottes, leaving the 
name of Albin^ were culled onely Scottes. 
Therfore it cometh that of some writers 
I Ireland is called Scotia-major, and that which 
nowc is called Scotland, is named Scotia- 
minor. 

Euttox. I doe now well understand your 
I distinguishing of the two sortes of Sedttes, 

I and two Scotlandes, how that thiM which is 
j now called Ireland Vas auncicntly called 
j Irin, ani afterwardes of some writers Scot- 
! land, and that which now is culled Scot- 
i land was formerly called Albin, before the 
coming of the Scottes thither: but what 
other nation inhabited the other partes of 
Ireland ? • 

Iren. After this people thus planted in 
the North, or before, (for the certayntve of 
times in thinges soe furr from all knowledge 
cannot be Justly avouched) another nation 
coiftiig out of l^payncf arrived in the \Ve.st 
part of Ireland, and finding it wast, or 
aveakely inhabited, possessed it : who w’hether 
they were native Spuynyards, or (laules, 
or Attricans, or Uothes, or some other of 
thase Northeme Nations which did over- 
spredd all Christendouie, it is impossible to 
afiirmc, oiiely some naked conjectures may 
j be gathered, but that out of Spay ne eertaynly 
they came, that doe all the Irish Chroniclra 
agree. 

Eudox. You doe very boldl}', Irenseus, ad- 
venture upon the historye of soe auncieut 
limes, and leane to confidently unto those 
Irish Chronicles which are most fabulous 
and forged, in that out q^* them you dare 
take in hand to lay open the originall of 
such a nation soe antique, as that noc monu- 
ment remaynetli of her beginning and first 
inhabiting there; specially having bene in 
those times allwayes without letters, but 
oncly bare traditions of times and remcin- 
braunces of BaiA>es, which use to forge and 
falsifye every thing as they list, to please or 
displeoifliyany man. 

Irtn. Truly I must confess Woe soe, but 
yet not soe absolutely as you suppose. I doe 
herin relye upon those llanls or Irish Chro- 
niclers, though the Irish themselves, through 
theyr ignoraunce in matters of learning and 
deefie judgement, doe must constantly l^levc 
and avouch them, but unto tliem besides 1 
add niy oerne reading; and out of them botli 
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togither, with corapanson of times, likewise 
of manners and customes, allinityc of woordes 
and names, proportyes of iiatuVes and uses, 
resemblances of rytos and ceremonyes, monu- 
Aientes of churches and tombes, *and many 
other like circiimstaunces. I doe gather a like- 
lihood of tructh ; not certaynU aitirming any 
thing, but by conferring of times, languages, 
monumentes, and such like, 1 doe hunte out 
a probabilitye of fliinges, ivliich 1 leave to 
your judgement to beleve or refuse. Never- 
theless there be some very auncient authors 
which make mention of these thinges, and 
some moderne, which py comparing them 
with present times, experience, and theyr 
ownc reason, doe open a windowe 6f great 
light unto the rest that is yet unseene; as 
namely, of the older Caesar, ‘Strabo, Tacitus, 
Ptolomic, Plinie, Pompeius Mela, .md Bero- 
sus: of the later, Viucentius, iEneas Sihdus, 
Luddus, BuckhananS of all which 1 doe pvc 
most credit unto Buckhanan, for that he him- 
self, being an Trihh Scott or Picte by nation, 
and being very excellently learned, and in- 
dustrious to scckc out the trueth of these 
thinges concerning th^; original! of Ins oWne 
people, hath botli sett downe the tcstiinon^'es 
of the auiicientes truely, and his owncopimon,<i 
withall very reasonably, though in some 
thinges he d<ith somewhat flatter. Bc^ide.s, 
the Bards and Irish Chroniclers themselves, 
though throughe desire of pleasing perliaps 
to much, and through ignorannee of arte and 
purer learning, they have clouded the trueth 
of those times ; yet there appeareth amongest 
them some reliques of the true autiquitye, 
though disguised, which a well-eyed man m*ay 
happely discover and find out 

Rudox. Howe can there be any trueth in 
them at all, since the auncient nations wdiich 
first inhabited Irsfand were oltogither desti- 
tute of letters, much more of learning, by 
which they might leave the veritye of 
thinges wntten. And those Bards, coming 
alsoe soe many hundred ycarcs after, could 
no^ knowe what was done in former ages, nor 
deliver certayntye of any thing, but what 
they fayned out of fheyr un^med beades. 

iTtn, 111086 Bardes indede, Caesar writeth, 
deliver noe ceitayne trueth of an/ thing, 
neither is t%ere any ceitayne hohi to 
taken of any antiquityc which is receaved by 
tradition, since all men lie lyars, and may lye 
when they will ; but yet for the antiquitye 
of the written Chronicles of Ireland give me 
leave to say something, not to justifye them, 
but to shewe that some of them might say 
trueth. For where ye a^y that the Irish have 


allwayes bene without letters, ye are therm 
much*^ deceaved, for it is certayne, that Ireland 
hath had the use of letters very aunciently, 
and long before England. 

Eudtir. Is it possible? Howe comes it 
then that they are soe barbarous still and 
soe unleameil, being soe old schollers? *For 
learning (as the l*oet snyth) ‘ Emollit mores, 
j nec sfnit esse ferns:’ whence tlieu (1 jiray 
jou) could they have those letters ? 

Iren. It i'* lianl to say : for whether they 
at tlie}’^ first coming into the laud, or aftef- 
w'ardes by trading with other nations which 
had letters, learned them of them, or devised 
them amongest themselves, it is very doubt- 
full : but that they had letters aunciently it is 
nothing doubtfull. for the Saxons of England 
are suyd to have theyr letters, and learning, 
and learned ireii, from the Irish, and that also 
appeareth by the likeness of the characters, for 
the Saxons character is the same wdth the Irish. 
Now the Sci 111 vans never,' as I can rcode, of 
old had letters pmnngest them: therfore it 
scemeth that they had them from that nation 
which came out of Spaync, for in Spajme tlier 
ivas (as Strabo wTiteth) letters aunciently 
used, whether be ought unto them by the Phoe- 
iiesians, or Persians, wdiich (as it appeareth 
: bv him) had some footing ’there, or from 
I Aiarseillcs, w'hich is sayd to have bene in- 
! habited first by the (ireekes, and from them 
to have had the Greeke character; of which 
Marsihans it is sayd, that the Gaulcs learned 
them first, and u^d them only for the fur- 
thcrauncc of theyr trades and private busi- 
ness: for the Gaulcs (as is strongly to be 
prooved by many auncient and authentycal 
'WTiter>) did first inliabitc nil the sea-cost of 
I Spay ne, even unto Calcs and the mouth of 
I the Streits, and |>copled also a great parte 
. of Italye, which appeareth by siindrye cittyes 
and havens in Spaync railed of them,' os 
. Portingallia, Gallicia, Galduniim ; and alsoe 
I by sundry e nations therin dwelling, w'hicb 
I yet nave receaved theyr owne names of tht 
j <¥aules, as the Rhegni, Presumarci, Taniariti, 
Nerii, and divers others. All which Pompeius 
Mela, being himself a Spanyard, vet saveth 
to have disceuded from tlic Celties rif Fraiince, 
wherliy it is to lie gathered, that that nation 
which came out of Spayne into Ireland were 
aunciently Gaulcs, and that they brought 
with them those letters which they had learned 
in iSpa^mc, first into Irelaml, the which some 
also say doe much resemble the old l^hoeni- 
ciw cnarocter, being likewise distinguished 
with prioke and aooent, as theyrs aunciently ; 
but the further enquiiye therof needeUi q 
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place of longer discourse then this our sliort 
conference. 

Evdox. Surely you have shewed a great 
probabilityo of that which 1 had thought 
impossible lo liave bene pnived; but that 
Avhich you now suy, that Ireland should have 
> bone peopled with the (laules, seemelh much 
more straunge, for all Ihoyr ChronUles doe 
sny, that the west and south was pfissessod 
and inhabited of Spauvards: and CornciTus 
Tacitus also doth strongly uffirmc tlio same, 
all whidi uui must overthi'owe and falsifye, 
or renounee vour opinion. 

Iren. Neither boo, nor soe ; for the Irish 
Chronicles (as I sayd unto you) being made 
by unlearned men, and writing thingoa ao- 
ci'irding to the appearaiinoe of the trueth 
which they conccaved, doe orjin tin- cireum- 
staiinct's, not in the matter. For all that 
came out of Sjiayne (they lieing noe diligent 
searchers into tlife diflerencesof nations) sup- 
]insed them to bo Spanyards, and soe called 
them ; but the groundw»>oAc thereofia nevor- 
Iheh'ss as I sayd true and ccrtaync, however 
they through jguoraunce disguise the same, or 
through their ownevanitye^w’hile they would 
not !«ieoraetobeignoratint),doetherupon build« 
and enlarge many forged hislor^'cs of thejr 
o\\ lie nntupiilye, Svhich they deliver to fooles, 
and make them believe them for trewe : as for 
example-, that first of one Galhelus the sonu 
of (Verops or Aigos, who having miarryed 
11'“ King of vEgipth daughter, thence sayled 
with her into Spayiie, and there inhabited ; 
Then that of Nemed and his fowrc sonnes, 
who coining out of Scythia peopled Ireland, 
and inhabited it with iiis sonnes two hundred 
and liftye yea res untiB he was overcome of the 
Gyauntea dwelling then in Ireland, and at 
last quite banished and rot.ted o^t, after 
whom tw<i hundred yeares the sonnes of one 
Dela, being Scylhyans, arrived there agayne, 
and possessed* the, whole laud, of which the 
Youngest, called Slevius, in the end*thude 
himself monarch. Lastly, of the fowre 
sonnes of Mylcsius King of Siiayuc, whicli 
cMiiquered that land from the Scytliyans, and 
inhabited it with SpaiyardesJ and called 
it of the name of the youngest, Hibcrus, 
Hy hernia: all which ore in very trueth 
fables, and very Mylesinu lyes (ns the Latine 
proverbo is), for never was there su(!h a King 
of Spayne called Mylesitis, nor any such 
colonie' seated with his sonnes, as they 
fayne, that can ever bo prooved; but yet 
under these tales ye may in^i manner see 
the trueth Inrke. For Scythians, heere in- 
haldtipg. the^ uome luul doe pof Spaq>'>'ds, 


wlierby appeareth that both those nations 
heere inhabited, but whether very Spanyards, 
as the Irish greatlye alFect, is noo waves to 
be prooved. 

Kuflox. Whence cometli it then that 
the- Irish d()i soe greatly covett to •fetch 
themselves from the Spayniards, since the 
old Gaules aro a more nuncient and much 
more honorable a nation ? 

Irrn. Even soe of a very desire of new 
fanglencns and vanitye, for being as they are 
nowe accounted the most barbarous nation ir> 
Christendomo they to avoyde that reproclu 
would derive theifiselves from the Spam 
yardiqiwhom they nowe see to be a very 
honorable people,* and next bordering until 
them : but all that is most vavne ; for from 
the Spnnyard that nowe is, or that peopli! 
that nowe inhabites Smiyne, they noe waves 
can appriKive tliemsclv^s to discend ; neither 
should it be greatly glorious unto them ; tor 
the Spariyard, that nowe is, is come from an 
rude and savage nations as they, there being, 
an it may be gathered by course of agci 
aid viewe of theyr div'ne historyes, (though 
they therin laboure much to ennoble them- 
selves) scarce any drnpp of the old Spanish 
blond left in them 5 for all Spayne w’us first 
conquered by the Romains, and filled with 
colonyes from them, w'hich were still en- 
creased, and the nat^e Spnnyard still cutt 
of. Aflerwnrdes the Carthagebians in all th< 
long Punieke Warres (linving spoiled all 
Spayne, and in the end subdued it wholyi 
to themselves) did, as it U likelye, rootc out 
all that were aftected to the Romnyns. And 
lastly the Romayncs.hayingagaync recovered 
that countrey and bett out Hanniball, did 
doubtless eutt of all that favoured the C'nr- 
tlmgenians. soe that betwixt them both, to 
and froo, there was scaice a native Spanyard 
left, but all inhabited of Romayns. ‘ All 
which tempestes of troubles bang over, 
bloweu, there long after arose a newe storme, 
more dreadfull then all the former, whicli 
over-ranu oil Spayne, and made an infinite 
confusion of alFthinges ; that was, the com- 
ing dowiie of the Gothes, the llunnes, and 
the Vffydals: And lastly all the nations of 
Scythya, which, like a mountafne fiude, did 
over-llowe all Spayne, and quite drowne and 
wash away whntsot'-ver rclickca there were 
left of the land-bredd people, yea, and of all 
the Romayns to. The which 'Northerne na^ 
tions finding the complexion of that soyle, 
and the vehement hcate there farr difl^ring 
from theyr natures, tooke noe felicilye in 
, that countrey, hut from thence passed over. 
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uud did Bpredd themselves into all countreys 
ID Christendomc, of nil which thero is none 
but hath some mixture and sprinckling, yf 
not through peopling of them. And^ yet 
after all these the Moores and Barbarians, 
breal|ing over out of Africa, did hnaUy pos- 
sess all Spayne, or the most p^t therof, and 
did trodd downo under theyr heathenish 
fecte whatever litle they found there yet 
standing. The which, * though afterward 
they were beaten out by Ferdinondo of Ara- 
gon and Isabell his wife, yet they were 
not Boe elensed, but that through the mar- 
riadges which they had^made, and mixture 
with the people of the land, during theyr 
long contiriuaunce there, they had reft noc 
pure dropp of Spanish bluud, noe more of 
Komayiie, nor of Scythyan. Soe that of all 
nations under heaven (1 suppose) the Span- 
yard is tlie moat mivglcd, most unoertavue, 
and most bastardly ; Vherfore most foolisfilyc 
doc the Irish thiiilce to ennoble themselves by 
wresting theyr auiicientrye from the Spayn- 
yardc, who is unable to derive himself from 
any certayne. ^ 

’Eudo.c" You speoke veiy sliarpoly, Irae- 
neua, in dishonour of the Spanyard, whom 
some other Lioast to be the ou^ brave nation 
under the skyo. 

Iren. Soe surely he is a very brave man ; 
neither is that which speake anything to 
liis derogation, fur in that 1 sayed ho is a 
mingled nation, it is noe disprayae, for I 
thinke there is noe nation nowe in Chrislon- 
dome, nor rauche further, but is mingled, and 
coiu{wunded with others : fur it was a singular 
providence of God, and a most admirable 
purpose of his wisedome, to drawc those 
northeme heathen nations downe into these 
(Jhristian partes, where they might receave 
Christianitye, ondMo mingle nations soe re- 
mote myraculously, to make, os it were, one 
kiiired and bloud' of all people, and ech to 
have knowlege of him. 

Eudux, Neither have you sure any more 
dishonoured the Irish, for' you have brought 
them from very great and ancient nations, 
as any were in the world, how ever fondly 
they affect the Spanish. For both 8c;jahianB 
and' (iaules were two as mightye nations as 
ever t he worlA brought foorth. But is there 
any token, denomination, or iiioiiiiuientof the 
Gaules yet remaynyng in Ireland, as there is 
ctf the ^ythians ? 

Iren. Yea surely very many wuordes of 
. the Gaules remayntng, and yet daylye used in 
common speaclie. 

Enrtnr. Why what was the Gaulish 


speachV is thero any port of it still used 
amongest any nation ? 

Iren. The Gaulish speach is the very 
Brittish, the which was very generally used 
heere in all Brittayne before the coming in 
of the Saxons; and yet is retayned of .the 
Walshmeii, the Cornishmen, and the Brittons 
of Fraunee, though time, woorking the al- 
terati^ of all thinges, and the tri^iug and 
utferdealc with other nations rounde about, 
have ehaunged and greatly altered the dialect 
therof: but yet the ongin'all woordes appearc 
to be the same, as whoe that list to read in 
Camden and Buckhanan, may see at large. 
Besides, ther be many places, as havens, 
hills, townes, and castles, which yet beare 
names from the Gaules, of the which Bucha- 
nan reherseth above 300 in Scotland, and 1 
can (I thinkr) recount nocre as niaiiie in 
Ireland which retaine the old denomination 
of the Gaules, as the Mcnapii, the Cauci, tlie 
A^enti, and others : by all which and many 
other very rcason(>)>le pn>babilityes(which this 
short course will not suffer to belayed foorth) 
It appeareth that the cheif inhabitauntes in 
Ireland were Gaules, coming thither first out 
of Spayne, amV afterwardes from besides 
Tanais, where the Guthes, the llunnes, and 
the Getes sate downe, they also being (as it 
IS sayd of some) auncient Gaules ; and lastly 
passing out of Gallia it self, from all the sca- 
coste of Belgia and Celtica, into al the 
southeme coastes of Ireland, which they 
possessed and inhabited, whenipon it is at 
this day, amongest the Irish a common use 
to call oiiy straunge inhabitaunt there 
amongest them, Gaull, that is, discendetl 
from the Gaules. ^ 

^ Eudox. This is verj' likely, for even soe 
did those Gaules aunciently possess and 
people c all the southerne coastes of our 
Brittayne, which yet retayne theyr old 
names, os the Belgte in Sommersettshire, 
Wi}|:|^ire, and part of Hampshire, the Atre- 
batii in Barkshire, Kegni in Sussex and Sur- 
rey. and many others. Nowe thus fair then 
1 understond your opinion, that the Scytliians 
planted iu the North partes of Ireland ; the 
Spanyards (for soe we will call them, what 
ever they were that came from Spayne) in 
the West ; the Gaules in the South : sue that 
there nowe reniayneth the East partes to- 
wardcs England, which I would bo gladd to 
understand f^om whence vou thinke they 
were peopled. 

Iren. Maty, I thinke from the Brittons 
I themselves, of which though there be litle 
Iboting now rcinaynugi by reason that the 
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Saxons rfbcrwardes, and lastl}*^ the English, 
driving out all the inhabitaiintes therof, did 
possess and people it themselves. Yet 
amongest the Tooles, the Brinnes, th** | 
Knvanagbs, and other nations in LoinstPi; ' 
then* is some memorj'e of the Brittons . 
remnyning; as the Tooles are called of the . 
old llrittish woord Tol-, that is, an hill , 
coiintrey, the Brinnes of the l^ritlisJl woonl \ 
Brin, that is, Avoodcs, and the Kavatiaghs of 
the M'oord Kami, that is, strongo ; soe that«n 
’these three people the.very denomination of 
the old Brittons doth still remayne. Besides, 
when any llycth under the succour or protec- 
tion of any agaj’nst an ciicmye, he crycth 
unto him, ‘Ciiminiirreeih, that is in Bnitish 
helpe, for they call tlicyr owne language, 
Cummeraig. Fnrtlicrmorc to proove the sann*, 
Ireland is by Diodorns Siculns, and b\ 
Strabo, called Britannia, afld a part of 
Great Brittaync. Finally it appeareth by 
good record yet«extant, "that Kmg Arthur, 
and before him Gurgunt, had all that Hand 
in his allcageaunce and suli^cction : hcrunto I 
could add manye probabilityea of the names 
of places, persons, and speeches, as 1 did in 
tlic firmer, but they should Ikj to longe for 
this time, and 1 r^erve Aem for another. 
And thus you have had my opinion, howe all 
Unit realme of Ireland was first peopled, and 
by what nations. After all which the Saxons 
succce«ling, subduerl it wholy unto themselves. 
For first Egfrid, Kinge of Northuin^erlande, 
did utterly wast and subdue il, as it appeareth 
out of Beiic his coraplaynt agaynst him ; and 
afterwardes King Edgar brought it under 
his obedience, ns it appeareth by an aunciont 
record, in which it is found written that he 
subdued all the llan^ of the North, even 
unto Norway, and them the king did bring 
into his subjection. 

Endox. This ripping up of aunctent his- 
ton-es, is very pleasing unto me, and indeede 
savoureth of good conceite, and some reading 
withall. I see heerby howe profitabliB* tra- 
vel!, and experience of forreine nations, is to 
him that will applye them to good pnr- 
poFP. Neither indeede would I have thought, 
that any such antiquityes could have bene 
avouched for the Irish, that maketh me the 
more to long to see some more of your obser- 
vations, which ye have gathered out of that 
countrey, and have erst half promised to putt 
fourth : and sure in this mingling of nation s 
appeareth (as you eret have well noted) a 
wonderful! providence and purpose of All- 
mightye G(^ that stirred up.that people of 
tlw finest partes of the woorld to seeke out 


those regions so remote from them, and by 
that meanes both to restore thevr decayed 
habitations, and to make himself Kiiowen to 
the Heathen. But was there. I pray yon. 
HOC more gcncrall winning of that Hand, 
then first by the Scythians, which you say 
were the Sentts, and afterwardes by gpan- 
3 *nrds, besides the Gaules, Brittons, and 
Saxons ? 

Iren. Yes, there was an other, and that 
I the ln.st and the greatest, which was by the 
I English, when the Earle Strangbowc, having 
I conquered that land, delivered up same 
; unto the haiulcs of Henry the second, then 
I King, whoe sent oner thither great store ol 
; gcntc^ion, and other warlick people, among- 
1 estAvhom he distributed the land, and settled 
I such a strong colonye theriii, us never since 
• could, W'iih all the subtill practises of the 
[ Irish, Ih! rooted out, but .abide still Ji mighty 
’ tieople, of Mie maty remayne English of 
them. 

Eitdox. 'NVhal is this that j’ou say, of soe 
many as rem.ayne English of them ? Why, 
are not they that were once English abiding 
l^iglish still ? • 

Ireju Noe, for the most jirirt of them are 
degenerated and growen allmost meere Irish, 
yea and more malicious to the English then 
the very Irish themselves. 

Eudox. What heare I ? And is it possible 
that an EnglishmanArought iqi naturally in 
such sweete civilitye as I'mgland aftoo^es, 
can find such liking in that barbarous rude- 
ness, that he should forj^tt his owiic nature, 
and foigoc his owne nation ? how may this 
be, or what (I pray you) may be the cause 
hereof? 

/rcR. Surely, nothing but the first evill 
onlinaunoc and institution of that Common- 
wealth. But therof now is here noc fitt place 
to speake, least, by the (Xcasion therof offer- 
ing matter of a long discourse, we might be 
dravren from this that we have in hand, name- 
ly, the handling of abuses in the customes of 
Ireland. * 

Eudox. In trupth. Irenieus, you do well re- 
member the pl^tt of your first purpose ; but 
yet from that (me seemes) ao have much 
Bwan(|pd in all this long discourse, of the first 
inbabifing of Ireland ; for \^at is that to 
your purpose V 

Iren. Trulye ven^ materiall; for yf ye 
marked the course of all that speach well, it 
was to shewe by what meanes the customes, 
that nowe are in Ireland, being some of them 
indeede veiv' straunge and allmost heathenish, 
were first brought in : and that was, as I sayd, 
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I»y those nations fnmi whom that couiitrcy 
was first peopled ; for the difference of man- 
ners and customes docth followe the difier- 
ence of nations and people : the which I have 
declared unto vou to have bene Hire spceiall, 
Mhicli seated tlienihelvcs there; to witt, first 
the vScylliians. then the Gaulcs, and lastly 
the English. Notwithstanding Aiat 1 am not 
ignoraunt. that there w'cre snndi^’e other na- 
tions which gott footing in that Jaiid, of the 
whiclj tlienj > et remaync iliverse great fami- 
Ij’os and septs, of vhom I will also in theyr 
proper ] daces make mention. 

KwIo.r. Yon bring your self, Treiueus, 
very Avell into the way aggyne, notA\ ithstaiid- 
ing* that it seemclh that jew'ere never out 
of the way, but iiowc that xq have passed 
through tliosc antiquity es, which I could have 
wished not soo soone ended, beginii. when you 
please, to declare what customes and manners 
iiave bene derived fron those nations to the 
Irish, and which of th^i vou find fault with- 
all. 

heti. 1 will then begin to count theyr 
customes in the same order that I counted 
theyr nations, and first with the Scythian 
Scottish manners. Of tne w’hich there is one 
use amongest them, to keepe theyr cattell, 
and to live themselves the most ]iart of the 
yeare in bolyes, pasturing upon the moun- 
tavn, and wast wild places; and removing 
still to fresh land, as they have depastured 
the former. The which appearclh phiviielo 
be the manner of the Scythians, as you max 
roadc in Olaus Magnus, and Jo. llohemu^ 
and yet is used amongest all the Tartarinns 
and the {K’ople about the Oasjnaii Sea, A\hich 
are naturall> Scythians, to live in lie.'ird<‘s as 
they call them, being the very same Unit the 
Irish liolycs are, dri^ing theyr cattell contin- 
ually widi them, and feeding onely ujx>n 
thevr milke and W'hitri meates. 

EvfloXf What fault can ye lind with this 
ciJStome ? for though it be aii old Scythian 
use. yet it is very l^huofull in tliiit countn*y 
of i reland, w'hcre there are>greatcmountaynes, 
and Avast desartes full of grassc, that the 
same should be eaten down& and nourish 
many thousand of cattell for the good of the 
whole rcalme, which cannot (me tliink^s) be 
well any otlicr way, then by keeping* those 
Ilolj’es there, as ye* have shewed. 

Jren. But by this custome of boiyrs there 
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mityoH unto lloil Common -wculth. Vor lirsr, 
j*# Ciicrt- !»*■ Huy out-/awow, or Jouti- jifufila, (as 

IJC. ..J- „ Mtbtiut Mvnic.J tviii, I, |,^e iilntn . 

BtealtUoa anti spoyles, they ore evermore suc- 


coured and lind relief onely lu those Bolyes, 
being upon tlic wast. ] daces, wdieras els they 
should be driven shortly to starve, or to come 
downe to the toAvnes to slealc relief, where, by 
one mcane or other, they Avould soone be caught. 
Besides, such stcalthes of cattell as they 
make, they bring commonly to those Bidvcs, 
where they arc reccaved rcndil\c, and ’the 
theif hii^Krure'd from daunger of hiwe.iir sucli 
oflieers as iniglit hglit iijipon him. Moreover, 
th^people that iIuin live in those Ihdyes growc. 
therby the more barl^aroiis, and live more 
licentiously then they could in towncs, using 
A\hai meancs they list, jiiid practising what 
luischeiA'cs and villaiiyi's they amU, either 
agaviist the government iJieie, by theyr com- 
binations. or agaynsi ]irivat men, Avhom they 
imiligue, by steuimg tlieyr goodes, or inunler- 
iiig themscl A’es. For there they thiiike them- 
selves halle exct.iptcd from la we and idicdieiice, 
and having once tasted freedome. doe, like a 
stecre that hath bene long out of Ins yoke, 
grudge and repyne ever alter to come iindci 
rule agayiie. * 

Eutlox. By your speaclie, Irciiffiiis, I per- 
eeuAC moie cAiliscome by this use of holyes, 
then good by theyr grazing ; and therfore it 
may Avell be re'l^rmed: but that nuust be 
In ‘his due course: do y:.. proceed to the 
next. 

hen. They have another custome from 
the Scythians, that is the Avearuig of Man- 
tolK and long glibbcs. aaIucIi is a thick cm led 
l)U'«h of heare. hanging iloAviie over lhe\ r eyes, 
and nionstrouslA' disguising them, AAhieh are 
both A’ery Iiadd and hiirtfull. 

F.iuiox. Doc you lliinke that the inaulell 
<‘ame from the Scythians V 1 would surely 
thiiike otherAA ise, for tbuL A\liieli J Iuia'c 
read, it appeareth that most nations in the 
Avtirld auueicnlly used the muiiLell. For the 
JcAAcs uted it, as you may mule of Elias 
inaiitcll. The ('haldicau.s al.so used it, as you 
may rcade in Diodorus. The .Egiptians like- 
Avise ^i||cd it, as ye may reade in JlerodotiiH, 
and may tx gatliensl by the description of 
Berenice, in the Greeke Comeiitaryus u\M»n 
I'aVimachus. The Greekes also used it auu- 
ciently, as apjKjQrcth by Venus mantell lined 
Avitli Btarres, though allerwardcs tiny 
chaunged the forme thcrof into their 
cloakes, called Pallia, as some of the Irish 
also doe. And the aiiiicJeut Latines and 
. VxVNwaNw*. M^.vv\ A\, SIS ye inav rmir ill \irn)i 
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much as he useth this very woorcl Mantfle 
for a mantcll. 

^ Mantilia humi sternunt.’ 

iSoe as it secmeth that the mantell was a geii- 
crall habile to most nations, anil not |iriip(‘r 
to the Scithiaus onely, us you suppose 

Iren. I cannot denye but that auncitmdy 
it w’as common to most, and yet sin* dis- 
used and layed away. But in this later 
i^c of the w'orld, since tho ilecay of the E<^ 
nun'nit ICmpirc, it was renewed and brought 
in agayne by those Xorthern nations when, 
breaking out of theyr cold caves and frozen 
habitations into the swectc soyle of Europe, 
they brought with them theyr usuall weedes. 
tilt to sheild the cold, and that continuall 
frost, to A\hich tliey had at home bene <*nnred : 
the which yet they left not of, by reason 
that they were in perpetiiall warres with tlie 
nations whom they had invaded, but, still 
removing from plaoeto place, carry ed allwaj es 
with them that wcedc, as lhc^•r liowse, theyr 
lM>dd, and theyr garment ; a/)d, coining lastly 
into Ireland, they found there more .s|ieciail 
iKse therof, by reason of the rawe cold climate, 
from whence it is nowe gmwen into that 
gcnerall use in which that jieople nowe have 
it. After whom the Gaules succeeding, yet 
hnding the like nccessitye for that garment, 
continued the like use therof. 

Eudex. Sith then the uccessit3’e therof 
is see comodious, a.s ye alleage, th«t it is 
insli'edc of bowsing, bedding, and clothing, 
what rcjison have then to wish soe neces- 
sary a thing cast of? 

Iren. Because the comoditvc doth not 
countervayle the disconuKlitie, for the iiicon- 
vemcnceh'tliat therby*doe arise arc much 
more maii^", for it is a fitt howsc for an out- 
lawe, a meote bedd for a rcbell, and an apt 
clokc for a theif. First the out-law 8 being 
for his many crimes and villanj’cs bannished 
from the townes and howse-s of honest men, 
and Avandring in wast places, furr tfrora 
daunger of lawe, maketh his mantell his 
howsc, and under it covereth himself from 
Uie wrath of heaven, from the oflence of 
the earth, and from the sight of men. When 
it Tuynoth it is his pent-howse; when it 
bloAves it is his tent ; Avhen it freezeth it is 
his talieniacle. In Sommer he can Avearo it 
loose, ill winter he can Aveare It close ; at all 
times he can use it ; ncA’-cr heavy, ncA'cr 
combersome. Likewise for a rebcll it us as 
servii^ablc ; for in his warre that he uiaketh 
(}'f at least it K'semeth the iiamc of warr) 
when he still tlyeth from his foe, and lurbeth 


in the thick woodcs and straite passages, 
waj-ting for advantages, it is his bedd, yea, 
and alhnost his howschold stuff. For the 
Ai'ood is his howse agnynst all weathcr«, and 
his mantcll is his cave to slecpe in.' I horin 
he wrappeth himself roundc, and encloseth 
himself strong^ agaynst the gnattes, wjiich 
in that countrey doc more annoyc the naked 
rebcllcs, whilcst th^' keepe the woodes, and 
doe more sharply wound them then all theyr 
cnemyes swoordes or speares, which can come 
seldomc nigh them : j'oa, and oft-entimes theyr 
mantell serveth them when they arc neere 
dri\*en, being Avrapi about theyr left arme 
ill steede of a Targfett, for it is as hard to 
cutt thij^ugh it Avith a sAvoord ; besides it is 
light to t^arc, light to thrown awaj', and, 
being (as thej^ then commonly are) naked, it 
Is to them all in all. Lastly, for a theif it is 
.soe handsome, as it may seemc it A\as I'lrst 
invented for him ; for u^ler it he can cleanly 
convay any titt pillage that cometh hand- 
somely in ins way. and Avhen he gocth abrode 
111 the night on Iree-booting, it is his be‘*t 
and surest frend; for lying, as the\' often 
dfi», tAvo or thre nightes togither abrode to 
watch tor thc^r bootye, with that they can 
,pretelA'e shroAvde themselves under ambush 
or baiikes side, till they may conveniently 
doe theyr errand : and Avhen all is done, he 
can in his mantell pass through any towns 
or company, being Hose hooded over his 
head, as he useth, from knoAvledge of any 
to Avhom he is endaungered. Besides all this, 
Arf he be disposed to doe mischeif or villanyc 
to anj' man, he maj' under his mantell goe 
privilye anued Avithoiit suspicion of an}', car- 
rA'iiig his head-peeec, his skeane, or pistoll yf 
he please, to be allAvaye in readiness. Thus 
iieccssaryc and fitting is a mantell for a badd 
man, and surely for a b^d howsewife it is 
noe less conA'enient, for some of those that 
be Avandring Avomcn, there called of them 
Beantoolhc, it is half a Avardrobe, for in 
Sommer you shall have her arrayed com- 
monlye but in her smocke and mantle, to be 
more readye for her light services : in Winter, 
and in her travdl, it is her best oloke and 
safegard, and also a corcrlctt for her Jen de 
exercise. And when she hath tilled her 
A'essell, under it she can hide Ix^h her burden 
and her blame •, yea, and Avhen her bastard is 
borne it serves insteede of a craddVe and a\\ 
her awadling cloutes. And as for all other 
giHid wmnen which love to doe but litle 
woorkc, howe handsome it is to lye and 
sfeepe, or to lowze thenteeU’es in the sunn- 
shine, they that have bene but a while u 




632 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT STATE OF IRELAND. 


Ireland can well witness. Sure 1 am that 
VC will thinko it very iinfitt for good howse- 
wives to stirrr in, or to busy them selves 
about the}^ bo\\si*-wivcrye in sneli sort os 
they should. Tlicse iyp some of the abuses 
fur which I would thinko it mectc to forbidd 
nil ^antells, 

Ewlitx. (J cvill mynded rnan, that having 
icckncd 11 ]) soc many uses of a maiitell, will 
Aot Avish It to be abandoned! Sure I thinko 
Diogenes dish did never scn'c his master 
more tunics, notwithstanding that be made 
It Ids dish, bis ciipp, hi.s mea.snre, hi.s ivater- 
nott, then a maiitell doth an Irish man. 
Hut 1 see they be all to badd intentos, and 
therforc 1 Avill joync with you in {abolish- 
ing it Hut Aviiat blame lay you to the 
glibbV Take heede (1 ])ray you) that you 
be not to busye therwith for feare of your 
OAvne blame, seing our Englishmen lake it 
up in such a genera(J' fashion to weare tUeyr 
hcare so uiiincasur^ly long, that some of 
them exceede the longest Irish glibbes. 

Iven. T feare not the blame of anv un- 
deserved dislikes ; but for the Irish glibbes, 

T say that, besides tli<(vr savage bnitishn^ss 
and lothsomc lilthiness ivhich is not to be 
named, they arc ns fitt maskes as a mantell^ 
is for a thief. For whensoever he hath runn* 
himself into that perill of laivo that he Mill 
not be knoAven. he cither cutteth of his glibbe 
quite, by Avhich he kecoraeth nothing like 
hiin.self, or pullcth it soe lowe downe oA’er his 
cyc.s, that it is very hard to discerne bis 
theivish eountenauiicc ; and therfora htt to 
be trussed up AA'ith the maiitell. 

Kttdox. 'J'ruly these thre Scythian 
abiisi'H, 1 hold most fitt to be taken aiA'ay 
AA ith 8har])C peiialtyes ; and surely I wonder 
bow they have bene* kept thus long, notwith- 
standing soe man.A^ood provisions and orders 
as have bene deA'Hed for the reformation of 
that people. 

Iren. The cause tlierof shall appeare to 
you hereafter ; but lett us noAv goe fonvanl 
Avith our Scythian customes, ol Avhich the 
next that 1 have to treate of is the manner 
of theyr ravhing the crye ii^theyr eonflictes, 
and at other troublesome tiines of uproaie : 
the AA'hieh is very naturall Scytbian,^s you 
may reade ^ Diodorus Siculus,* and in 
flerodot’is, desenbing the manner of the 
Scythians and Persians coming to giA’c the 
charge at tlicyr battells : at tlie which it is 
sayd, they come running Avith a terrible yell 
and hul>bal>o\\e, as yf heaA'eii and earth 
would liaA’-e gone togither, '<vliich is the very 
image of Uie Irish hubbabowe, M'bich theyr 


kerne use at theyr first encounter. Hesidea, 
the same Herodotus writeth, that they used 
in theyr bat I elks to call iqion the names of 
theyr captaynes oi geueralLs, and soineliines 
upon theyr greatest king decca-sed, as in the 
battell of Tomyns agayn.'^t (^yriis : Avhich 
custoine to this day mauire.sily up])iwrcth 
amongest the Irish. *Eor at theyr joyning ot 
battcpl, they likcAvise call uiion theyr cap- 
tayncs name, or the name of his aunce-stours : 
iks they under Oneale cr\c Landargabowc, 
that is,‘ the bloiidA'e hand. aaIiicIi is Oncales 
badge: they under O Hricu call Laun- 
laider, that is, the strong haiul. And to 
theyr en.<>amplc, the old English also Aihich 
there remayneth have gotten uji theyr cryes 
Scythian-like, as the tleraldiiisUioiim-abowe, 
anil the Hutlers Hutleaui-abowe. Auil hcr- 
in also lyeth open an other inamlej^t jjroof 
that the Iriilli be ScaUic.^ or Scoll.s, for in all 
theyr encounters tbex use one a cry common 
woord, crj'ing Fariih, l''ar"ih, Avhieh is a Scot- 
ish Avoord, to weetc, the name of one of the 
first Kiiiges of Ijcotlaiid, called Fargiis, Fer- 
gus, or Ferragus. which fought against the 
Pietos, as ye may rcadc in Hucklianan I)e 
rebus Scotiris : but as others Avrite, it Avas 
long before tliftt, the name of theyr cheif 
Cajitayne, under whom they fought agaynst 
the Atricaiis, the which was then hoc* for- 
tunate unl.0 them, that (‘A'er .sithencc they 
have used to call upon hi.s name in theyr 
baitcllf. 

Eudox. HeleA’e me, this observation of 
yours, IreiwuB, is very good and delight- 
full; fair beyond the blunt, conceit of some, 
Avbo (1 remember) have upon the same woord 
Farrih, made a A’ery groas eoiijecture; ns 
namely Mr. Slaniliu'ht, Avho though he be 
tbc same country man borne. tJiat should 
searcho more neerely into the secrelt of these 
tliiiigd!i, yet hath strayed from the tructli all 
the heaA'cn.s Avidc (as they say.) for he ther- 
iipon groundeth a veri grohs iniaginatiun, 
that^hc Irish should di.sccnd from the iEgyjv 
tians which came into that ilnnd, first under 
the leading of one Scota the daughter of 
Pharao, Avhenipon thvy use (sayth lie) in 
all theyr buttells to call upon the name of 
Pharao, crying Farrih. Farrih. Surely he 
shootes wyde on the IwAve hand, and verv 
faiT from marke. For I would linit 
knowe of him what aunciciit ground of au- 
thorityc he hath for such a senceless fable, and 
yf he found it in iiiiv of the rude Irish bookes, 
08 it may be he had, yet (me scemes) that a 
man of his learning should not soe lightly 
have bene carryed away with old wives tales 
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from appronvaunce of Ins owne reason; for 
whether Scota be an ./Kgj'ptian woorti or 
smackc of any learning or judgement, lett tlic 
learned judge. But this Scota rather cometh 
of the Greeke acotos, that is, darkeness, which 
hath not lett him sec the light of the tructh. 

Iren. You knowe 110^ P^udoxiis, how 
well Mr. StanihursL could see in the darkc ; 
perhaps he hath owlcs or cats eyes, buttwcll 
1 wotc he sceth not well the light of the I 
trpeth in matters of more woight. But as* 
for Farrih I Inne told • you my conjecture 
(»p.ely, and yot thus much more I have to 
]iroove a likelyehoodo, that there are this 
day yet in Ireland, many Irish men (cheiflj* 
in the North partes) called by the name u( 
J'’nrrechs. But lett that nowc be : this onely 
for this place sufKseth, that it is a common 
woord U!)p«l ill theyr Jlubbobowc^ the uliich | 
(with alt the n^stj is to be auohshed, for 1 
that it discoverelh an adectation of Irish ! 
captjiynryc, which iJu this plattforme 1 en- | 
devour specially to beate downe. 'i’here be ) 
other sortes of cryes also used amongest the , 
Irish, which savoure greatly of the Scythian j 
harbariHuie, as theyr lamentations at' theyr 
burialls. with dispayrefull jjut-erves, and 
immoderate wayliiig^, the winch Mr. Stani- 
hiirst also might have used for an argument 
to prove them iRgiptiaits, which lamented 
fur the death of Joseph. Others thinke this 
ciistomo to come from the Spayniardcs, for 
that thej' doe soe unmeasurably likeiviae bc- 
wayl" theyr dead ; bnt the same is not proper 
Spanish, but altogither heathenish, brought 
in thither first either by the Scythians, or 
the Moores, which were Africans, that long 
possessed that countrey. For it is the man- 
ner of all Pagans and Ifttidells to be intem- 
perate in theyr waylinges of the dead, for 
that they had* noe fayth nor hejw of Mira- 
tion. And this ill customc also is sficcially 
noted by Diodorus Siculus, to have bene in 
the Scythians, and is yett amongest the 
Northern Scotts. • • 

Eudor. This is sure an ill customc also, 
but it doth not soe much concernc civiil 
reformation, ns an abuse of religion. 

Iren. I did nut rehearse it os one of the 
abuses which I thought most woorthy of 
reformation; but having made mentio*n of 
Irish cryes I thought this manner of lewd 
eiy'ing and howling not imptrtinent to be 
noted ns uneivill and Scythian-like : for bv 
these oldcustomes, and otlier like conjectiirall 
circumstaiiiicos, the discents of nations can 
ondy be proored, where other tnouumentes 
of writinges be not remajming. 


Eudox. Then (1 pray you) wlieusoevci 
ill your discourse you meete with them by 
the way, doc not shuniic, but boldly touche 
them ;’for besides theyr greatc xileasure and 
delight for theyr aiitiquityc, they bring 
also great profitt and helpe unto civihtye. 

Iren. Then yth you will have it soe% I 
will heere take occasion, since 1 lately spake 
of theyr manner of cryes in jo\ iiiiig battcll, 
to speakc also somewhat of the manner of 
tluyr armes, and array in battcll, w'ith other 
enstomes perhaps woorthy the noting. And 
first of theyr armes and weapons, amongest 
which theyr brode swoordcs are pnijicr Scy- 
thian, for such the Scjfthes used comonly, as 
ye may leade in Glaus Magnus. And* the 
same also used the old Scottes, as ye may 
reade in Buckhanan, and in Sohniis, where 
the pictures of them are in the same forme 
expressed. Also theyr slioi t Ixiw'ps, and litle 
quivers with short* beiilded arrowes, arc 
also very Scythian, as ye may leade 111 rlie 
same Glaus. And the same sort, both of 
bowes, quivers, and arrowes. are at this day 
to be sene commonly amongest the Northern 
Irisli-Scotts, w'hose* Suit fish bowes are not 
past thre quarters of a yard longe, with 
% string of wreathed hemp slackly bent, and 
whose arrowes arc not much above half an 
ell longe, tipped witli steelc heades, made 
like common hrode ariow’o heades, but 
much more shanie an# slender, that they 
enter info an armed man or horse most 
cruelh”, uotw'ith standing that they are shott 
foorth WTakelye. Moreover, theyr long brode 
shieldes, made but of wicker roddes, which 
are commonly iiseil amongest the sayd Nor- 
thern Irish, but s))ecially of the Scottes, are 
brought from tlic Scj’^thians. as ye may reade 
in Glaus Magnus, Solinus, and others*: like- 
wise theyr going to battelL without armour 
on theyr* bodyes or heades, Dul trusting onely 
to the thickness of theyr glibbes, the which 
(they say) will soinetunes beare-of a good 
stroke, is mere savage and Scythian, as ye 
may sec in the sayd Images of the o*ld 
Scythes or Scottes, sett foorth by Horodianua 
anil others. BesMes, theyr cun*fusod kind of 
^ marche in hcapes. without any order or array, 
theyr ck^hing of swoordes togither, 1 he}T 
fierce running upon theyr enemyv, niidtlieyr 
manner of fight, re'^eiiiblotli alltogitlier that 
wrhich is reade in histor^'es to have bene used 
of the Scythians. By which it ina^' allmost 
infallibly be gathered, toother with other 
circumstounces, that the Irish are very Sexitts 
or Sevthea originally, though sithenoe inter- 
mingled with many other nations repa}nrmg 
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and joining unto them. And to these I may 
add also another very stronge conjecture 
•which comctli to my mynd, that I have often 
there observed amongest them ; that is, cer- 
ta3’ne religious ceremonyes, which are vcr\’ 
superstitiously yet used'amongest them, the 
which arc also Avritten bA' feijiidrA’e authoiii'h, 
to have bene observed amongeist the Scy- 
thians, by the Avhi<*h it maA^ verv vehemently' 
b(> presumed that both \hc nations Avere 
Hunciently all one. For Pluturk (a^ 1 re- 
member) in his Treatise of Homer, eude- 
vfuiring tosearohe out the truthe, AA'hat coun- 
tryman Homer was. proA'cth it most strongly 
(as he thinketh) that he A\'as an Ailolian 
borne; for that m describing a s^ritice of 
the (ireekes. he omitted tlie chinbone, the 
Avhich all the other Grecians (saving the 
yEoliaiis) doe tise to burne in iheyre sacri- 
ticcs : allso for that he maketh the intralls to 
lie rosted on liv’f[ spittes, the Avhich Avas 
the projicr manner of the AHolians wlmc 
<»ncly, of all nations and countreys of Grccia, 
used Ui sacritice in that sort, Avhercas all the 
rest of the Greekes u.sed to rest them on I lire 
spittes. IJy AA'hich l^inferrcth, necessanplye, 
that llomcr Avas an iEolian. And by' the 
same reason may' I (as reasoiuiblie) conclude 
that the Irish are discended fr«»m the ,Sci- 
thyans ; for that they use to this day' some 
of the same cereraouA'cs A\-hich the Scy’- 
thians auncienth' usikI. As for e.xample, ye 
may' reade in Lucian, in thatsweete dialogue 
Avli'ich is intituled Toxaris or of 1’n'ndNhip, 
that the common oath of the «Sey'thiaus was 
by the swoord, and by the lire, for that they' 
accoiiiited these Iaa'o siieciall divine poAvers, 
Avinch should Ai'oorke veiigeaunce on jier- 
jurours. So doe the Irish at this day, when 
they goe to any battell, say certay'ne jiray'ers 
or charmes to thevr sAvoordes, making a cross 
tlierewith uixm fiic earth, and thrusting the 
jiointea of they'r blades into the ground; 
thinking therby to have the better success in 
fight. Also they use commonly' to sweare 
by theyr swoordes. Likewise at the kindling 
of the fire, and lighting of candells, they 
say' certayne prayers or ^use some other 
Biipcrstitious rites,' which sheAveth that they' 
honoure the fire and the light ; for all those 
Xorlhem nations, having bciic useif to be an- 
noy'ed with much cold aDddarkene<i. are Avoiite 
therfure to have the fire and the sunn in great 
veneration : like as contrariwise the Mmircs 
and iGgiptians, which are much ofTendml and 
greived with much extreme heate of the sunn, 
doe every' mfiming, when thes umi rlseth, 
to ( ursiiigand banning of him as theyr plague 


and cheif scourge. Also the Scytliians used, 
AA’hcn they would biiide any' solcmpiie vowe 
or combination amongest i.hem, to driiike a 
bowle of bluud togither, vow'iiig thorby' to 
spend theyr last, blond in that qnarrell : and 
even soe doe the Avild Scotts, as y'e may' 
reade in IhicUhanun ; and sonic of the Nortli- 
ern Irish likeAvisc. As y-e may' also reade in 
the flame booke, in the Tale of Arsacoma'^, 
that It was the manner of the Scythians, 
•AA'hen any' one j>f them w,is licJiA'cly wronged, 
and Avoiild .ossemhlo unto him any forces of 
licople to joy'iie Avith him in his rcA’cnge, to 
sitt 111 some piihhck place fiir certay'iic ilaA’i's 
ii]K>n an oxe liidc, to AiJiich there Avould 
resort all such petAuns as being disposed to 
take armes, Avuuld enter into his pay, or 
joyiie with him in his riuarrcll; anil the 
same yo inav likcAvisc rcaiic to liaA'e bene the 
auncient iifenner of the Avild Scotts, Avliich 
arc indeede the v'ery nnturull Irish, More- 
over, the Scythians nsed'to sAi'care by’ tJicyr 
Kinges hand, as Olaus showeth, Aiidsoe illie 
the Irish nowc*ose tosA\can> by' tlu-yr I.ordos 
hand, and, to forsAvearc it, hold it more cri- 
mimill then to sAicarc l)\' (hal. Also the 
ScA'thiaiis sav^l, iliar they Aicre once cA'cry 
A’earc turned into wolves, and soe is it Avritten 
of the Irish : though Mr. Ganideii in a better 
senee doth suppose it Avas a disease, called 
Lycanthro]>iii, soe named of the Avolfe. And 
y’et some of the Irish doc use to make the 
AvolfecthcA'r gossip. The Scythians also used 
to sceth thevr fiesli m the hide; and soe doc 
I the Northern lush yet. The Scythians hke- 
Avisc used to hoyle the blond of the beast yet 
liATing, and to make meutc thereof: and soe doe 
the. Irish still in the Xoi Ih. Many such eiis- 
tomes I c'dild recount unUi you. us of theyr 
old manner of marry’ing, of burying, of 
dauDciiig, of singing, of feasting, ot cursing, 
thuu{^ Christians haA’c Aviped out the most 
part of them, by’ rcsciiihlaumv Aiherof it 
might play lily appe.are unto you that the 
n«t« ms arc the same, hut that" by the reck- 
ning of these feAve Avhieh I liavc told unto 

J mu, I liiid m\' speach draAven out to a greatti 
ength then 1 puriioscd. Thus much onclv’ 
for this time, I hojw, shall sufiise you, to 
thinke that the Irish are nuncicntly dis- 
cended from the ScA'thiaiis. 

hudox. Surely, irencu.s, I have, in these 
fewe AA'oordcs, herd that from .vou Avhich 1 
would liaA'c thought had bene impossible to 
have bene spoken of times soe remote, and 
custonies so auncient : with delight Avhorof 1 
Avas all thatrAvhile as it Ai’crc eiilraunccd. and 
canyed sue fair from my self, as that 1 am 
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nowc nght soryc that you ended sue soonc. beardcs to defend thevr faces from cold. 
Ilut I inarv’cll much liowe it cometh to pass, From tliem also (I thiiike) came saffron 
that in sue lung contiiiuauncc of time, and shirtes and smockes, -wliich was devised by 
many ages come betwcnc, yet any jote of them in those hote countryes, where saffron 
tliuse old rites and su])erstitious customes is very common and rife, for avoyding that 
should reinayne amongest them. evill which (‘ommeth by much SAveatiiig, 

Iren. It is noe cause of wonder <*it all ; for and longe nearing of liniicii : also the woiiieii 
it is the manner of all barbarous nations to be amongest the oldlSpanyardcs had the charge 
A cry HU perstitious, and diligent observers o^ild of all household affuA res, both at homo and 
customes and aniupityes; which they roceaxe ! abrode, (as Bohemus Avriteth) though nowc 
by coiilinuall tradition from theyr parentes, •the Kpanyardcs use it quite otherwise. And 
by teoordiiig of tlioyr Bards and (>hioniclcs, soe liavc lhe Irish w'omen the trust and care 
in thoA r sunges, and by da.xl^’e use and ex- of all thinges, both at home, and in the 
ample of theyr elders. ’ fieldes. LikcAvise roundo leather largetts is 

Enrlo.r. But have you I pray you ob- the Spanish fashion, Aijioe used it (for the 
serveil any such customes amongest them, most part^ paynted, Avhich in Ireland they 
bi ought likewise from the S])anyanlcs or use also, m many places, coloured altei theyr 
(laules. as these from the Sevthians ? that rude fashion. Moreox er the manner of theVr 


niaA’ sure be very materiall u» your first pur- 
pose. • 

Iren. Some perhaps 1 have ; and Avho that 
will by this occasion«more diligently marke 
and compare theyr customes shall find many 
more. But there are fewer •! thinke re*- 
inayning of the Gaules or SpaAHyardes then 
of the Scythians, by reason that the partes, 
wiiich they then possessed, Iving upon the 
coast of the Westerne and feUitherne Sea, 
Averc sithcncc continually visited Avith straun- . 
gers and forrein people, repayring thither ! 
for traffick, and for ffshing, which is very 
lilcntifull upon the‘*e coastes: for the trade , 
and ciitcrdcale of .sea-cost iialiuns one jvith 
another Axoorketh more eivilityc and good 
tashioiis in tliein, all sen men being naturally 
desiioiis of new lashioiis, ihcn amongst the 
inland dAvellers, aa’IucIi are seldome scene of , 
lorrciners ; yet .sonic of such as I have noted, 1 | 
will recoimte unto you. »\.nd first 1 will, for j 
the better credit t of the rest, shewe you one, ; 
out of theyr Stulules, ainongest Avhicb it is ■ 
enacted that noe man shall aa eare his bwrde j 
but oiiely oil the upper lipp like muschnehoes, | 
slinA iiige all the rest of his chinii. And this j 
was the auiicient manner of Spnynyardes^ 
yet it is of all the Mahometans to cutt of all 
theyr beardes close, save only theyr muscha- 
cluies, Avhicli tliey wearc long. And the 
cause of this use was for that they, being 
btedd in a hote country, foundc much haire on 
theyr faces and other partes to be uoA-somc 
unto them : for which cause they did cutt it 
most away, like as eoiitrarily all other 
nations, brought up in cold countryes, doc 
use to nourish theyr haire, to kepe them 
warme, Avhich Avas the cause that the Scyth- 
ians and 8cotte4 wcare Glibbes I shewed 
you) to kcepe theyr lieadcs wormc, and long 


womens riding on the Avrong side of theyr 
horse, 1 meaiie Avitli theyr faces toAvardcs tiic 
right side, as the Irish iisc^is (as they say) 
old Spanish, and, as some say, Affricanc, Ibr 
amongst them tlic AA'omen (tlicy say) use so 
to ride acrosse : Also the deepc smock sIoi'a c 
hanging to the grounde, A\hich the Irihli 
womyi use, they say, k xias old Spanish, 
and u‘«ed yet in BaroarAu*; and yet Unit 
should sccroe rather to be an old English 
fiAhion ; for in armory the fashum of the 
Manche, Avhich is gi\’cn in anuies by many, 
being indede nothing el^ then a sleeve, is 
fashioned much like ti^ that slecA'^c. And 
that Knightes in auncieiit times used to 
Avcarc theyr mistress or loves sleeve, upon 
theyr arnies, as ap]>oarclli tliut Avhich 
is AATitteii of Sir Lauiicelott, that he AAorc the 
sleeve of the Eayrc Mayde of Astcloth in a 
tiirney, Avhercat (^iieene'Guencver Avas much 
displeased. 

Eiit/ox. Your conceite is good, and Avell 
titling for thinges soe farr groAven from ccr- 
taynte of knowlei^c and tbariiing, onely 
iqion likelyboodes and conjectures. But have 
you any customes remayiiiug from tho 
Gaules or Brittons V 

Iren. I haA^e obserx'cd a fewe of cither ; 
and whoe AA’ill better scarchc into them may 
findc more. And grst the profession of theyr 
Bards Avho (as Caesar Avrileth) Avere usiiall 
amougest^the Gaules ; and the same was also 
common amongest the Brittons, and is not 
yet altogither left of by the Wftsh Avhich 
arc theyr postcritye. For all the fashions of 
the Gaules and Brittons, os he test ifyeth, were 
much like. The lung dartes came also from 
the Gaules, _ as ye may reade m the same 
Caisar, and in Jo. Bohemus. LikcAxise the 
said Bohemus writeth, that the Gaules used 
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swoordes a hand full broadc, and t>oe doe tlic 
Irish nowe. Also that they used lonj; wicker 
sheildes in battnyll that sliuiild cover tlicyr 
whole bodyes, mid so doe the Northern Irish ; 
but because 1 have not suene such fashioned 
targets used in tlic Southerne ]iartM, but 
oiwly amongst the Northern people, and 
Irish-Scott><. I doe thinkc^that they were 
ratlier brought in by Uic Sejdihians, tiien by 
the Cl allies. Also the Gaulcs used to driiikc 
theyr enemyes blond, and paynte themselves 
with it : soc also they w'rite, that the old Irish 
were wontc, and soe 1 have scene some of the 
Irish doe, not theyr enemyes but theyr 
fit'iides blond. As namely at the execution of 
a notable tray tour at Liniincricke, c^led Mur- 
rogh 0 -Brein, I sawc an old woman, which 
was his foster mother, take up his heail, 
w Idlest he w'as quartered, and sucked up all 
the blond running thereout, saying, that the 
earth was not wclrthye to (Irinke it, and 
therewith also steeped her face and brciLst, 
and tore her hayre, crying out and shreeking 
out most terriblye. 

Eudox. Y ou have very well runno through 
such oustomes as tlu^rish have derived^rom 
the tirst old nations which inhabited that 
land : namely, the Scythians, the Spanyarde^ 
the Gaulcs, 'and the Brittons. It nowc vS- 
mayneth that you take in hand the custoines 
.*1 the old English which arc amongest the 
Irish : of which 1 dvJ not thinke that you 
shall have much to lindc fault W'lth, con- 
sidering that by the English most of the old 
badd Irish ciistomes were abolished, and more 
civill fashions brought in theyr steede. 

Iren. You think otherwise, Eudoxus, 
then 1 doe ; for the cheifest abuses which are 
nowe in that rcalme, are growen from the 
English that ivere, but are nowe much 
more lawless and licentious then the very 
wild Irish : soe %hat as much care as 'was 
then by them had to reforme the Irish, soe 
much and more must nowe be used to reform 
them ; soe much time doth alter tlie manners 
of men. 

Eudox. That scemeth very straungc 
which you say. that men should soc much 
degenerate from theyr first natures as to 
growe w'flde. , 

/mt. So| much can libertye dhd ill ex- 
ample doe. 

Eudox, What libertye had the English 
there, more then they had heerc at home V 
W ere not the lawes plaunted amongest them at 
the first, and had not they governours to courbe 
and keepe them still in awe and obedience ? 

Irtn. Hiey had, but it was, for tlie most 


part, such as did more hurte then good ; for 
they had govemoura for the most part of 
themselve-s, and commonly out of the two 
howses of the Geraldins and the Butlers, 
both adversaryes and corryvalls one agaynst 
the other. AVhoe though, for the ino^f. parte, 
they %vere but us dejuityes under sonip of the 
King of Eiiglandes Hunnes. brethren, or other 
iieeil^ kiiisemcii, whoe were the Kinges lieu- 
tcnauiites. yet they swayed soe much, as the}' 
•had all the rule, and the others but the title. 
Of which Butlers. and Geraldins, albeit (1 
must confess) theye were very brave and 
woortbyc men, a.s also of other the Beeres of 
that renlme, madi; Lord IVputyes and Liml 
.lust ices at sundry times, yet thorough 
greatnes of their late conquests and seignorics 
they grewc insolent, and bent both that 
regall authoritye, and also theyr private 
]>owcrs, oifl' agaynst another, to the utter 
snbveision of thenisi‘lves. and strengthening 
of the Irish agayne. ,This ye may see 
playnly diseovered by a letter Avrilten from 
the citii/.ens off- Corke out of Ireland, to ilie 
Earle of Shrewsbury then in England, and 
nmiayning yet upon reconl, both in the Tow re 
of London, and also amongest tlie ('hronicles 
of Ireland, friierein it is by them com- 
plained, that the English Lords and Gcnllc- 
mcn, who then had great possessions in 
Ireland, beganne, through pnde and inso- 
lencyc, to make privati* warres one agaynst 
anotl^r, and when either parte was w(‘ake. 
they w'ould W'age and draw'c in the Irish 
to take theyr parte, bv winch meancs they 
both greatUc enemi raged and enabled the 
Irish, winch till that ii.ne had bene shntt up 
within the Mount ay ne of Slewdoghir, anti 
weakened and disabled themselves, iiisoc- 
much that thejT rewnue.s were woiidcrfiilly 
impayred, and some of them, which are there 
reckifkieil to have bene able to ha\e spent 12 
or L> hundred pouudes per annum, of old 
rent, (that I may say noc more) besides tbeyr 
c(in|mrHlityc.s of cfcckes and havens, were 
nowe scarce able to dispend the third part. 
From wrhich disorder, an other hugi* ca- 
lamitye came upon them, os that, they are 
nowe growen to be alliiiost as lewde as the 
Irish : 1 ineanc of such ICnglish as were planted 
above toward the West; for the English PiUe 
hath preserved it self, through iieereness of 
their state, in reasonable civilitye, but the rest 
whicli dwell above Conaught and in Moun- 
ster, which is the sweetest soyle of Ireland, 
and some in Leinster and Ulster, are degen- 
erate, anil g^iwen to as very patcbockes os 
the wild Irish, yea and some of them have 
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quite shaken of theyr Enj^lish names, and put 
on Insh that they might be alltogither Irish. 

Kudox, Is it possible that any should sue 
farre growc out of frame that they should in 
soe short space, quite forgett theyr countrey 
and theyr owne names ? That is a most dan- 
gerous lethargie, much woorse then that of 
Mcssala Corvinus, yrho, being a most learned 
man, through sickness forgate his ^ivrne 
name. But can you counte us any ot this 
kinde ? « 

Vren. I cannot but by»reporte of the Irish 
themselves, who report, that theMack-mahons, 
in the Northe, were auncientl}' English ; to 
witt, discended from the Fitz Ursulas, which 
was a noble familye in England, and that 
the same appeareth by the signification of 
tlieyr Irish names. Likewise that the Mack- 
swines, nowe m Ulster, were aunciently of the 
Veres in England, but that they*themselvcs, 
for hatred of English, sue disguised theyr 
names. « 

Eudox. Gould they ever conceave any 
such develish dislike of the\f owne naturall 
coiiritrey, us that they would be ashamed of 
her name, and byte of her dugg from which 
they sucked life 7 

Iren. I wote well there smoiild be none ; 
but proiide hartes doe oftentimes (like 
wanton cultes) kicke at theyr mothers, as we 
reiule Alcibiades and 'rhemistocles did, wlioc, 
being baniiished out of Athens, tledd unto the 
King of Asia, and there stirred them up w arr 
agayust theyr owne countrey, in which warres 
they themselves were cheiftaynes. So they 
say didthese lilack-swines and Mack-nialions, 
or rather Veres and Fitz Ursulas, for private 
despite, turiie themselves agaynst England. 
For at such time as dlo. Vere, Earle of 
Oxford, was in the Barons warres agaynst 
King Bichanl tlie Second, through the malice 
of the Peeres, banished the realree anft pro- 
scribed, he with his kinseman Fitz Ursula 
tiedd inhi Ircluud, where being prosecuted, 
and allerwardes putt to death in Englgiid, 
his kinseman, there remayning behind in 
Ii eland, rebelled, and, conspiring with the 
Irish, did quite cost of the English name and 
olleageaunce, since which time they have 
ever soi. rcinayned, and have ever sithcnce 
bene counted meere Irish. The verve like is 
also report im 1 of the Mack-swines, Mack-nia- 
hoiis, and Mack-sheeheis of Mounster, whoe 
likewise were aunciently English, and old 
followers of the Earle of Desmoiule, untill the 
raigne of King Edward the Fourth : at which 
time the Earle of Desmonde that then w'os, 
calkNi Thomas, being through false subor- 


nation (os they say) of the Queene for sem*; 
oiTcuce by her agaynst him conceaved, 
brought to his death at Drogheda most 
unjustly, notwithstanding that he was a 
very good and sound su^ect to the King. 
Thereuiion all his kinsmen of the Gcraldins, 
which then was a mightye familye ,^in 
Mounster, in revenge of that huge wronge, 
rose into armes agaynst the King, and 
utterly renounced and forsookc all obcdieiuHi 
to the crowne of England ; to whom the 
sayd Mack-swincs, Mack-sheeheis, and Mack- 
mahons, being then scrvauiites and tullowers, 
did the like, and have ever sithence soe con- 
tinued. And with tk«m (tliey say) all the 
people of^ounster went out, and many others 
of them, which were inccre English, thenee- 
foorth joyned witli the Irish agaynst the 
King, auU termed themselves meere Irish, 
taking on them Irish habits and custoines, 
which could never sim^ be cleane W'ipcd 
away, but the contagion thcrof hatli re- 
inayned still amongest theyr postcrityes. 
Ot which sorte (they say) be most of the sur- 
names which end in an, as Ilcrnaii, Shenan, 
Ma’igan, &c. the Avhicl^now accounte them- 
selves meere Irish, Othergreate bowses there 
be of the old ICnglish in Ireland, which 
flirough licentious conversing with the Irish, 
or many'ing, or fostering them, or lacke of 
good nurture, or other such unhappy e occa- 
BionH, have degenerate!^ from theyr auncicnt 
dignitye, and are nowe growen asTnsh aa O- 
haulans breeche, as the proverbe there is ; of 
which sorte there are tw'o most pitvfuU 
examples above the rest, to witt the Lord 
Bremechame, whoe being the most auncienl 
barren, I thinke, in England, nowe waxen the 
most savage Irbh amongest* them, naming 
himself Irishlike, Koccorish ; and the other 
Is the greate Mortimer, whoe forgetting 
hoive greate he was onct in England, or 
English at all, is nowe become the most 
barbarous of them all, and is called Mock- 
nihmarrih , and not much better then he is 
the old Lo. Courcye, who, having lewdly 
wasted all the landes and sigiioryes that 
he had, allyed lymself unto the Irish and is 
himself also nowe growen quite Irisli. 

Evduif, In trueth this which vou tell is a 
most shdlnefull hearing, and to^be reformed 
wiBi most sbaipe censures in soe greate 
personages, to the terror of the meaner : 
for w'here the lordes and cheif men wax soe 
barbarous and bastardlike, what shal be 
hoped of the pesantes, and base jieople? 
And hereby sure you have made a favre 
way unto your self to lay open the abiues 
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of theyr ovill ciiatoines, wliich you are nowe 
nexte to declare, the which, noe doubt, are 
very badd and barbarous, bcin^ borrowed 
from the Irish, as theyr apparrell, theyr 
lanfi^ap^o, theyr riding, and many other the 
like. 

Jren. Vou cannot but tiiinke them sure 
to he A'Ciy brute and iinciviiJ ; for were they 
at the best that they were of old, when they 
were brought in, they should 111 soe long an 
alteration of time seerne very straunge and 
woiuiert^ull. For it is to be" thought, that 
the use of all England was in the raigne of 
Henry the Second, when Ireland was fimt 
planted with Englisli^ very rude and bar- 
barous, soe as yf the same shoul<^ be nowe 
used in England by any, it would seeinu 
woortliy of shar|)c correction, and of nowe 
lawcs tor reformation, for it is but even the 
other day since England ^we to be civill : 
therforein countin(|^thu ovill customea of the 
English there, 1 will not have regard 
wlicther the beginning therof were English 
or Irish, but will have res|)C(:t oncly to the 
inconvenience therof. And tirht 1 have to 
finde fault with the ;||Jlnise of language, 4hat 
is, for the speaking of Irish amongest the 
English, which as it is unnaturall that an}( 
jieoplc should love anothers language more 
then theyr owi>c, soe it is very inconvenient, 
and the cause of many other erills. 

Evdox. It seemcdii straunge to me that 
the English should take more delight to 
apeake that language then theyr oivne, 
wheras they should (me thinkes) rather 
take scorne to accpiayntc they? tonges there- 
with : lor it hath bene ever the u«o of the 
conqiierours to dispisc the language of the 
con(|uercd, oilvl'to force him by all nieanes 
to leanie his, Soe did the Komayns al- 
wai'cs use, in soe much as there is * almost 
noe nation in thc^orldc, but it is sprincklcd 
with theyr language. It were good therfore 
(mo thinkes) to searche. out the originall 
cause of this evill ; for, the same iHiing 
discovered, a redress therof wil lie the more 
eascly provided. For I thinke it were 
strainige, that the English dicing soe many, 
and the Irish soe fewe as they then were left, 
they being the fewer should drawe the more 
unto theyr qge. * 

Iren. 1 suppose that the cheifest cause 
of the bringing in of the Irish language 
amongest them, was specially theyr fostiing, 
and marrying with the Irish, the which are 
two most daungercuB infections : for first the 
child that sucketh the milke of the nurse, 
giust of necessitye leame his first speache of 


her, the which being the first that is enured 
to his tongue, is ever after most pleasing 
unto him, in soe much as though he after- 
ward he taught English, yet the smacke of 
the first will allwayes abide with him ; and 
not onely of the speache, but also of the 
manners* and conditions. For besides fhat 
yong children be like apes, which will affect 
andl imitate what they see done afore them, 
specially of theyr nurses uhoiii they love 
' soe well, they moreover drawe unto them- 
selves, togitlicr with theyr suckc, even the 
nature and disposition of theyr nurses: for 
the mynd followcth much the tem)K‘rature of 
the bodye; and also the Avoordes are the 
Image iif the mynd, soe as, they proceeding 
from the mynd,* the mynd must ncedcs be 
affected with the woofde.s. Soe that the 
speache b^g Irish, the harle must needes 
be Irish ; for out of the aboundnunce of the 
harte, the tonge speaketh. The next is the 
marriadgc Avith the Iri^lt, which hoAV daun- 
gcrous a tiling it is in all common-Avealthes 
appeareth to 'eA’cry simplest seiice; and 
though some greate ones liaA^e perhaps n**ed 
such matches Avith theyr A'assals, and have 
of them neA'er|helcss raysed woorthy issue, 
as Telamon did with I'crmessa, Alexander 
the Great Avith Koxaiie, and .lulius Corsar 
with Cleopatra, yet the example is soe 
perilous, as it is not to be adA^entured : for in 
steede of these fetve good, I could countc 
unto #hcin infinite many ovill. And in- 
deede Iioav can such matching but bring 
fourth an cvili race, seing that commonly 
the child taketh most of his nature of the 
mother, besides speache, manners, and inclina- 
tion. which arc (for the most part) agrcable 
to the conditions of ftieyr mothers? For by 
them they .are first framed and fashioned, 
soe as what they rcceaA'c once from them, 
they AVill hardlv ever after forgoe. 'riierfore 
are these evill customes of fostring and 
marrying witli the Irisli most careful] v to 
bc*«!strayned; for of them two. the thinl 
evill, that is the custome of language 
(which 1 speake of) cheifly proceedeth. 

Eudox. Hut are then* not laiAves allrcady 
appoynted. for avoyding of this evill 'i 

Iren. Yes, 1 thinke there be, but as good 
never a whitt us never the better. For what 
doe statutes aA'ayle Avithout ])cnaltycs, or 
lawcs without charge of execution? l^’or soe 
there is another like lawc enacted agaynst 
wearing of Irish apparrell, but neverthcinore 
w It observed by any, or executed by them 
that have th% charge : for they in thevr pri- 
vate disqietioits thinke it pot litt to be* forced 
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upon the poore wretches of that coiintrey, 
which are not woorth the price of Enf^liah ap- 
parrell, nor expedient to be practised a^aynst 
the abler sorto, by reason that the bare 
coiintrey (say they) doth yeelde noe better : 
and were there better to be had, j’et these 
were fitter to be used, as namely, the nmntell 
in traveling, bcciiusc there be noe limes 
where meetc beddinji' mij^ht bo had, soAthat 
his mantull serves him tlieii for a bedd and 
tl|e leather quilt(‘d jacke m joumeyinj? ainf 
in camping, fur that it i!t fittest to be under 
his shirte of maylc, for any occasion of 
soden service, as there happen many, and to 
cover his thinn breechc on horsebackc : the 
greatc linnon rowle, which the women w'earc, 

keepe theyr heades warinc after cutting 
thovr liniro, which tliey use in on}' sickness; 
besides theyr thickc folded linnen shirtes. 
tlieyr longe-slecvcd smockes, "theyr half- 1 
sleeved coates, theyr silken lillettsi and all 
the rent tbe}^ wil# devise some colourable 
reason for them, either of necessityo, or of an- 
tiqiiitye, or ol' comeliness. • 

Eudox. But what <m1oiii*c soe ever they 
alleagc, me tlunkes it is not expedient, that 
the execution of a lawe ^iice ordayned 
should be loft to the <liscretion of the judge 
or ofilcer, but that, without partialitye or 
regarde, it. should be fulfilled us well on 
English, as Irish. 

Iren. But they thinke this pnjciscnes in 
leformatioiiof appancllnot tobesoeinatcriull, 
or griatly iicrtinent. 

Eiidox. Ves hurely but it is; for mens 
aytparrell is commonly made according to 
theyr conditions, and'theyre conditions are 
oftt'iitinies governed by theyr garments ; for 
the ]icrson that is goi\ticd is by his gowiie 
putt in nii’iid of gravitye, and also re- 
strayned from lightnesby the very unaptness 
of bis weede. Therfore it is ritten by Aris- 
totle, that when Cyrus had overcome the 
Lydians that were a'warlicke nation, and <le- 
\ ised to bring them to a mure pcuccabl* Hfo, 
he chaiinged tlie,\r upparrell and musiek, 
and insteede of tlieyr sliurte warlickc coates, 
clothed them in long garments like women, 
and in stride of theyr warlick nuisick. ap- 
poyiited lo them certayne la-civious l.ayes, 
and loose gigges, by which in shorte space 
theyr iiiyndes were so mollyfyed and abated, 
that, they forgate theyr former fierceness, and 
liecamo most tender and effeminate : wiierby 
it uppeareth, that there is not a litle in the 
garment to the fasliioning of the mynde and 
conditioiiB. But be all these, which yon have 
desorilieil, the, fashions of the Irish weede V 


Iren. Noe ; all these that I have rehearsed 
nnto jmu, be not Irish garments, but English;, 
for the quilted leather Jacke is old English ; 
for it was the pniper weede of the horseman, 
as ye. may reade in Chaucer, where he dcscri- 
beth SirThopas his apparrell and armouro, 
when he went tg fight agaynst the (iyant^ in 
his robe of shccklaton, wl'iich schecklaton is 
that kind of guilded leather with which t hey 
use to embrotler theyr Irish Jackos. Ami 
there likewise by all that description ve 
may see the very fashion and manner of l.lie 
Irish horseman most lively set foorth, his 
long hose, his shooes of costly conlewayne, 
his hacqueton, and hhf habberjon, with all the 
rest thc#o belonging. 

Eudox. T surely thought that that manner 
had bene kindly Irish, for it is farr difleriiig 
from that we have nowe ; as also all the 
furniture of his horse, his stronge brasse 
bitt, his slyding raynei* his shaunckpillion 
without stirtops, his m.^nner of mounting, 
his fashion of riding, his charging of his 
speare aloft above head, ami the forme of 
his speare. 

Jten. Noe sure ; thuy be native English, 
and brought in by the Englishmen first into 
•Ireland : neither is the same counted an iin- 
comclye manner of riding, ; for 1 have 
heard "some greate warriours say, that, in all 
tlie services which they had seene abroad(> in 
forrayiie countreys, tll^y never sawe a more 
comely horseman then' the Irish man, nor 
tliat cometh on more bravely in his charge : 
neither is his manner of mounting unsceniely, 
though he wante stirrops, but more ready 
then w'itli stirrops; for in his getting up his 
horse is still going, wherby he gayneth wav. 
And therfore the stirrops wdrw called soe in 
scorne, os it were a stavre to gett up, Indiig 
derived of the old English w'oord sty, which 
is, to gett up, or mounte. 

Endox. It suemeth then that ye finde 
noe fault with this manner of riding; why 
then would you have the quilted Jacke laye'd 
aw’ay ? 

Iren. I w'ould not have that layed away, 
but the abuse Aierof to be putt away; for 
lieing used to the end that it was frameil, 
that ia^ to be Avorne in Avarre under a 
shirte or mayle, it is alloAvablp, as also the 
shirte of maVle, and all his other furniture : 
but to be Avome daylye at home, and in 
toAvnes and civill places, it is a rude habite 
and most uncomely, seeming like a players 
paynted coate. 

Eudox. But it is wome (they say) like- 
wise of Irish footeipeq how doe yog al^ow^ 
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of that? for 1 should thinke it were uii- 
seemely. 

Iren. Noe, not as it is used in warre, 
for it is then womc likewise of a fuoteman 
under a shirts of mayle, the which footemaii 
thay call a tialloglass, tlie which name doth 
dis^ver him to be also aiincicnt Knglish, fur 
Callogia signifyes an Engflsh servitour or 
yeoman. And he being sue armed, in a long 
shirt of mayle downe to the calfc of his legg, 
with a long brode axe in his hand, was then 
fiedes gravis arinaturet, and was insteede of 
the armed fuoteman that nuwe wearcth a 
cor.>.elett, before the corseletts were used, or 
allmost invented. « 

Endnx. Then him belike ye ^likewise 
allow in your straight refurmation of old 
customes. 

Iren. Both him and the kearnc also 
(whom onely I tooke to be the proper Irish 
simldiour) can 1 aluwc, soe that they use 
that habite and ciistome of th^'rs in the 
warres onely, Avhen ihe^ arc Icdd foorthe to 
the service of theyr Prince, and not usually 
at home, and in civill places, and besides doe 
lay aside the cvill ai^l wild uses which<the 
galloglosB and kearue doe use in their cum- 
mon trade uflvfe. ^ 

Eudox. W^hat be those? 

Irea. Marye, those be the most lothsome 
and barbarous conditions of any people (1 
thinke) under heaven jtfor, from the time they 
enter into that course, they doc use all the 
beastly behaviour that may be to oppress all 
men ; ' they spoyle as well Uie subject as the 
enemy; they steale, they are cruell and 
bloudye, full of revenge and delighting in 
deadly execution, licentious, swearers, and 
blasphemers, 'cofnnion ravishers of women, 
and murtlierers of children. 

Endox. These be most villenous con- 
ditions ; I marva}4e then that ever tliev be 
used or employed, or allmost suflred to five: 
what good can there then be in them ? 

Iren. Yet sure they arc very valiaunte 
and hardye, for the most (lart great endurours 
of cold, labour, hunger, and all hordiness, 
very active and stronge of hand, very swift 
of foote, very vigilauntc and circumspect in 
theyr enterprise's, very present in ^rrills, 
verv great s(X)mcrs of death. * 

Eudox. 'Irul}’, by tliis that yc sai^ it 
seemes the Irishman is a ve^' brave souhtiour. 

Iren. Yea surely, even in that rude kind 
of service he beareth himself very couragious- 
ly. But when hi cometh to experience of 
Service abroade, and is putt to a pcece, or a I 
pike, he maketb gswoorthyasoiddiouraaony | 


nation he meetctli with. But lett us (1 pray 
you) tunic agayne to our discourse of evill 
customes umongest the Irihh. 

Eiuiux. Me tlimkcs, all this which you 
speake of. concerneth the customes of the Irish 
verey mnterialHc; for their uses in warre are 
of no small nniiortance to be considered^ as 
well to relorme those which are evill, as Ur 
confume and continue those which are good. 
But followc you > our owne course*, and shewe 
‘‘what other their customes ye have to dislike 
otl • 

Iren. There is amongest the Irisli a ccr- 
tayne kind of people called Bards, which are 
lo'them insteede of poetts, whose pnifessioii is 
toBcttfoorth the prayses and dispray ses of men 
in theyr poems and nmes ; the which are had 
in soe high request and estimation amongest 
them, that none dare to dl^pleusc them 
for fearc ol*running into reproche through 
theyr oilcnce. and to be made infamous in 
the mouthes of all men. or theyr verses are 
taken up with a generall applause, and 
usually songc alkali feasts and incetinges, by 
ccrtayuc utlicr persons, whose jiroper function 
that is, Avhich also reccave fur the same greate 
retvardes and ryiulntion besides. 

Eudoz. Doe A oil blame this in them, 
which I Avould otherwise have thought to 
have bene AV'oorthy of good accoiiiite, and 
rather to have bene mayntayned and aug- 
mented amongest them, then to have bene 
mislik^l ? Fur 1 hu\'e readc that in all ages 
Poettes have bcue hud in specinll reputation, 
and that (me seemes) not without greate 
cause; for lies ides theyr sweete inventions, 
and most wittye laves, they have allwaycs 
used to sett fourth the prays^of the good and 
vertuoiis, at il to bentc downe and (lisgrai^ 
the badd and vicious. Soe that many brave 
yong mymles have oftentimes, through hear- 
ing ofHhe prayses and famous Eulogies of 
woorthy men song and rejmrted unto them, 
bene stirred iqi to aflect like coincnda- 
cioBSt and soe to strive to like desertes. Sue 
they say the Lacedemonians were more cii- 
cHiied to desire of honour with the excellent 
verses of the Poet Tirtieus, then with all the 
exhortations of thoir ('aptaines, or autlioritye 
of theyr Bulcrs and Magistrates. 

Iren. It is most true that such Poetts, as in 
theyr writings doe laboure to better tlie man- 
ners of men, and through the sweete bayte of 
theyr numbers, to sieole into yo n ge spiritts 
a desire of honour and vertue, ore worthy to 
had in great respect. But these Irish 
Bards arc tor 'the niusi part of another mynd, 
wd soe larr from instructing yong meu in 
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morall discipline, that they themselves doe 
more desarve to be sharpely disciplined ; for 
they seldomc use to choose' unto tliemselvcs 
the doinges of good men for the omanicntes 
of theyr poems, but whomsoever they iind to 
be most licentious of life, most bold mid law- 
less in his doinges, most daungerous and dcs- 
f^rate in all partes of disobedience and relicl- 
lious disposition, him they sett up andiglori- 
fye in theyr rimes, him they praysc ti'i tlie 

K le, and to yong men make ah example 
llowc. • 

Endt)x, I marvayle whate k ind of speeches 
they can find, or what face they can putt on, 
to prayse sucli lewde persons as live soe law- 
leslj'e and licentiouslye upon stealthes and 
spo^'lcH, as most of them doe; or how can 
they thinkc that any good mynde Avill ap- 
plaudc or approve the same ? 

Iren. There is none soe badS. Eudoxus, 
but shall Hnde some to favoiire liis doinges; 
but such lycc‘ntiou% partes as those, tending 
for the most parte to the Imrte of the Eng- 
lish, or may ritenaunce of they’re owne lewde 
liberty c, they themselves, being most desirous 
thero?^ doe most allowe. Besides this, c%nll 
thinges being decked and suborned with the 
gay' attyre of goodly woordcs, may easeh’ 
deceave'and carry'e away' the affection of a 
yong mynd, that is not well staj'ed. but de- 
sirous by some bold adventure to make proofe 
of himsdf ; for being (as they' all be) brought 
up idelly without awe of fiaTcntc^ without 
precepts' of masters, without feare of offence, 
not being directed, or employed in any' course 
of life, which may carryc them to vertue, will 
eascly be drawen to followe such as any' shall 
sett before them : for a yong my'nd_ cannot 
rest; and yf he be not still busyed in some 
goodness, he will find himself such bu.sines 
as shall soone busy'e all about him. In which 
yf he shall finde any to prayse him, ah'd to 
give him encouragement, as those Bards and 
rimers doe for a litle reward, or a share of a 
Btollen cowe, then waxetb he most inso^rwt 
and half madd with the love of himself, and 
his owne lewde deedes. And as for woordcs 
to sett fourth such lewdness, it is not hanl 
for them to give a goodly glose and viaynted 
shevre thereunto, borrowed even from the 
prayses which are proper to vertue itself. 
As of a most notorious thoif and w'icked out- 
lawe, which had lived all his- lifetime of 
spoyles and robberyes, one of these Banles 
in his prayse sayu. That he was none of 
those idell milk-sops that was brought up 
by the fire side but that most of his dayes 
he spent in armes and valyaunt enterprises ; 


that ho did never eatc his meate before he had 
wonne it with his swoorde ; that he was not 
slugging all night in a cabin under his maii- 
tell, but used comonlv to kcepc others wak- 
ing to defend theyr lives, and did light his 
candell at the flames of theyr bowses to lende 
him in the darj^cncss; that the day uasPhis 
night, and the night his day ; that ho loved 
not to lye long wooing of wenches to yeeld 
unto him, but where be came he ^kc by 
force the apovle of other mens love, and left 
but lamentations to theyr lovers; that his 
musickc was not the bari>c, nor lay'es of love, 
but the cry'cs of people, and clashing of 
armour; and that fifially, he died not be- 
wayled if many, but made many wayle when 
he died that dearelv bought his’ death. Doe 
not y'ou thinke (Eudoxus) that many of these 
prayrt<*s might, be applycd to men o^ best de- 
sartc? yet are they all^'ecldcd to a most 
notable traytoure, and amongest some of the 
Irish not smally accounted of. For the songe, 
when it was first made and songe unto a per- 
son of high degree, they were bought (as their 
manner is) for forty croAvnes, 

Muiox. And Avell A\ilrtbyc sure ! But tell 
me (I pray yon) have they' any arte in the\’r 
compositions ? or be they any thing wittye 
or well savoured, as roems sh'ouhl be ? 

Iren. Vea truly; I have caused diverse 
of them to be translated unto me that I 
might understand thA ; and surely they 
savoured of sweetc Avitt and good im'entiou, 
but skilled not of the goodly ornamentes of 
Voetryc ; yet Avere they sprinckled Avith some 
prety floAA'ers of theyr oAvnc nntnrall devise, 
Avbiob guA'C good grace and comliness unto 
them, the A\hich it is greate p^ttye to see soe 
abused, to the gracing of Avickcdneas and 
vice, Avliich Avould with good usage scfa'c to 
boautifyc and adonie vertu^ This cvill cua- 
tome therfore needeth rclormation. And 
noAA'c next afmr the Irish Kennic,*me seemes 
the Irish Ilorse-boyes or ('iiillea (as they call 
them) would come well in order, the liae of 
Avhieh. though necessityc (as times noAA’e be) 
doe enforce, yet in the thorough reforniutioii 
of that realme th#y’ should be ciitt of. For 
the cause Avhy they nmst noAve be permitted 
is the waB|e of convenient limes for lodging 
of travellers on horsebneko, and oftDstelers to 
tende theyr horses by the waye. But Avhen 
thinges shalbe reduced to a better pass, this 
needeth specially to be reformed ; for out of 
the frye of these rakehcllc horse-boyes, grow- 
ing up in knaven e and villanye,'are thej'T 
keome continually supply ed andmayntavned. 
For hatring bene once brought u'p an idle 
TT 
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horse-boy, he will never after fall to labourc, 
but is oncly made litt for the halter. And 
these also (which io one fowle over-sight) 
are for the most parte bredd up amongest 
Englishmen and .soiildiours, of whom learn- 
ing to shooto ill a pecce, and being made 
acq^iayntcd with all the trader of the Knglihli, 
they are aftcrw ardc's, whet*! they become 
henie, made more litt to eutt tlieyr throtes. 
Next to this, there is another much like, but 
much more Icude and dishonest; and that 
is, of tlicyre Kearrooghs, which are a kind 
of people that wander up and downe to 
gentell-mens howses, living onely upon 
eardcs and dice, the wkich, though they have 
litlc or nothing of theyr owno, \ et will they 
plai e for much mony, which yf they wiiine, 
the\ w.*islc most lightlic, and if Ihoj* loose, 
they jiaie as slcnderlie, hut make reeompeiice 
witii one stealth or another, whose onely 
hurte is not, that (jhey themselves are hlle 
losscls, but that through gaming they drawe 
others to like lewilness and idleness. And 
to tlicse may be added another sortc of like 
loose fellowes, whicli due pass up and downe 
amongest gentellniei^ by tlie name of Jeters, 
but are (indeedo) notable rogues, and pai- 
takers not oncly of many .stealthcs by setting 
fourth other mens gouides to be stollen, bift 
also priwi' to many trayterous )iraetiscs, and 
common carr^'ers of newes, wdth desire M’her- 
of you would woomker howe much the Irish 
are fedd : tor the> use commonhe to send up 
and downe to knowe newes, and yf any iiieete 
with another his second w'oorde is, Wliat 
newes ? Insoemuch that herof is told a 
prety jest of a Fn'nche-man, wIkk; liaving 
bene sometimes in Ireland, where he marked 
thejT greate ^nquirye for newes, and nuH*t- 
ing* afterwardes in Fraunce an Irishman, 
whom he kiiewe in Ireland. lir^t s.ihitixl liiiii, 
and afterwardes^hus merely : Sir, 1 jiray you, 
quoth he, tell me ol curtesy, have ye hearde 
yet any thing of the newes that ye soe much 
enijuired for in your coun trey ? 

Eudux. This argiicth in them sure a 
gieate desire of Innovation, and therfore 
^esc occasions that ruripsh the same arc 
to be taken awa^', as namely, these Jesters, 
Kearrooghs, Ueantooilhs, and all such strag- 
lers, for w|iom (me seemoh) the %horte rid- 
daiince of a marshall were iiieeter then any 
ordinaunce or prohibition to restrayne tlieni. 
Therfore (I pray you) leave all th^e rabble- 
mentes of such loose runnagates, and pass 
to some other c istomes. 

Iren. There is a great use amongest the 
Irish to make greate assembly es togitber 


upon a rath or hill, then' to parley (they say) 
about niaticrh of w'ronge betwenc towncsliip 
and tow'iic'ship, or one ])rivate person and 
another. I hit well I note, and true it often- 
times hath Im'Jic ])roo\ed, tliat in these meet- 
ings main niischi'il> have bene hot h practised 
and wrought; lor to them doe commonly 
resortc all the scuinmc of base people And 
loosc^ w here they may freely rneote and 
coiifcrr of w hate ’they "list, which els they 
#ould not doc without suspition or know- 
ledge of others. Mesides, at these parleyi'S 
1 have diverse tunes kiunven, tlnat many 
Kiiglnhincii, and good Irish subieetcs, have 
bene \ illaiioiisly miirtherid by moving one 
quarrell or another agaynst them. For the 
lush never come to those rathes but armed, 
whether on horse or on foute, which the 
English nothing siisiieeting. arc then com- 
monly takec at udvauntage like shcepe in the 
pin-folde. 

Eudux. It may ho, Ireiucus, that an 
abuse may he in those meetings. But those 
rouiule lulls an^ sipjare bawncs, which ye see 
soe strongly tienclied and llirowen up, were 
(they say) at tir^t ordayned for the same 
purpose, that ])eo]ile inigiit assemble thcron ; 
and tlierclbro auneieiith they were called 
Folkcmotes, llial is. a ’place for pco[>le to 
nieete or talke of any thing that eoricenied 
any diflereiice In'twene party.es and towme- 
sliips, Aihieh seemes jet to’ me very requi- 
site. 

Yrm. 'Vc say very true, Eudoxus: the 
first Tiinkmg of these high hilies was at 
first iiulml to vcr\e g(n>d ]mriHise for peojile 
to meete; but tliough in the times w'heii 
they were first made they might well serve 
to good occasions, ^as jierhaps they did then 
in JCnglaiiii, vet thinges being since ultred, 
and now e Ireland much difl'eriiig from that 
stutoiof England, the goode use that then was 
of them is nowc turned to abuse ; for these 
hillcs whenif you sjieake w’ere (as ye may 
{{^her by n-ading) appointed for two’ special 
uses, and built by two severall nations. The 
one is those which j’ou call Folke-motes. 
the which w'erc builte by the Saxons, as the 
woordo bcwTiiieih ; for it sigiiifyeth in Saxono 
a meeting of folko or ptHiplc, and those are 
lor the most parte in forme fow-re square, 
w'ell tienched lor meeting: the others that 
arc rouiidc were cast iqi by the Danes, as the 
name of tliem doeth betoken, fur they are 
called Danc-rathes, that is, hills of the Danes, 
the which were by them devised, not for 
fiarlyes aryl treatyes, but appoynted as fortes 
for tliern to gather unto in troublesome time, 
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when any trouble arose ; for the Danes, bein^ cl(‘s the like mounts and stones oftentimes 
but fewe in com])arison of the Saxons in mentioned. 

England used this for thoyr safetyc : they Iren. There be inany greate autliorit^'eg 
made these small rounde hillcs, soc strongly fl assure you) to pr(»ove the snnic ; hut as 
fenced, in every quarter of the hundred, to for these meetings on hilles, whenif we were 
the end that if in the niglit, or at any other spt^aking, it is very inconvenient that any 
time, any troublous crye or iiprorc should such should be permitted, sixjcially in a neo- 
happen, they might repayre with all speede pie soe evill iftynded ns they nowe be and 
unto theyr owne forte, which Avas app^nted diversly shewe themselves, 
for theyr quarter, and there remayire safe, Kndox. But yet it is very neodefull (me 
till they could aisenible themselves in grease- seemes) for many other purposes, as for the 
gtrength : for they Avere made soe stronge, countrye to gather togithcr when there is 
with one small ontrau'nce, that whosficver any imposition to be layed upmA them, to the 
came thither first, were he one or twoe, or Avhich they then may all agree at such meet- 
like foAve, he or they might there rest safe, inges to cutt and device amongest themsel\'cs, 
and defend themselves agaynst many, till aecordnm to theyr holdinges and abilityes. 
more siiecoure came unto them: And aa hen Soeasfl'at those assembly cs there be any 
they were gathered to a surticient nnniber offii‘ers,*ns (’onslahles. or BaVliffs, or such like 
they marehed to the next forte, and soe for- amongc'.t them, there can be noe [lerrill nor 
wardes till they met t with t^o pernll, or doubt of such badd practises, 
knewe the occasions therof. But besides hen. M e\ertheless, ^aiingerous arc such 

these two series of hilles, there were auncient- assembly es, Avliether for (’esse or ought els, 
ly diverse others ; ftr some were raysed, Avhere the (’onstabhvs and OlHccrs being also of the 
there had bene a greate bq^tayll fought, as Irish ; and Af any hapfien to be there of the 
a memorye or trophec therof; others, as inonu- English, CA-en to them they may prooA-e 
mentes of buriulls of the carcasses of all pcmllous. Therfore for avoA ding of all such 
tho'-c that AA'ere slayne in any tight, upon CA'iil occasions, they aactc best to be abolished, 
whom they did throwe up such rounde Kudox. But aa hat is that which ye call 

mountes, aa memoriulls for them, and some- •OsseV It isa AA'oorde sure not used amongest 
times did cast up greate heapes of stones, as us heerc, therfore (I pray }'ou) expounde the 
ye male readc in many places of the Scrip- same. 

tiire, and other whiles they did throAve upp hen. Cesse is nonepother but that Avhicli 
many round heapes of earth in a (’ircle, like your selfo called imposition, but it is in a 
a garland, or pitx*h manie longe^stcITioa on kind perhaps unacqiuiA nted unto you. For 
endc m compasse, every of which (they Ba> ) there arc cesses of sundryc sortes ; one is, 
betokened some wooVthy person of note the cessing of soiildionrs upon the countrey ; 
there slayne and burj'ed '; for this was theyr for Ireland being a countrey of aaviitc (as* it 
auncient* custome, bciorc Christianitye came is handled) and alAvayes full of souldiours, 
in amongest them that church-yanlcs Avere they which have the govewiniciit, Avhether 
inclosed. * they find it the most ease to the (iueenes 

Eudox. Ye have very well declared the purse, or most readA e meancs at hand for the 
originall of these mountes and grcate,stones victualling of the souldioiifc, or that necessi- 
incoinpasscd, AA hich some A'ay lily e terme the tye cnforceth them therunto, doe scatter 
old (lyaunts TriA’etts, ami thinke that those the armyc abrodc the countrey, and place 
huge stones could not els be brought mto them in toAvnes to take theyr victualls of 
ortler or reared up without the strcngni of them, at such vacant times as they lye not 
gyauuts Mr others. And somevaynlye thinke in campe, nor are otherwise imploA cd In ser- 
that they Avere ncA'er placed there by mans vice. Another kyide of ccsse, is the imposing 
hand or arte, but onely remay ned there since of provision for the (JoA^ernours house-keeping, 
the beginning, and *were afterwardes dis- Avhich though it be most necessaiye, and be 
covered by the deluge, and layed open a» also (fofuvc»yding of all the evills formerly 
then by the Avashing of the Avaters, or other therin used) lately brought to a*composition, 
like casualtyo. But lett them with those yet it is not without greate inconvenience^, 
dreames and* vayne imaginations please tliem- iioelesse then hceic in England, or rather much 
selves ; for you have satyslied me much more. The like cessc is also charged upon 
better, both by that I see some confirmation the countrey sometimes for victualling of the 
therof in Ilolye Writt, and also remember that souldiours, when they lye in garrison, at such 
I huA'e rcade in many Uistoxyes and Ghroni- times as there is uone remayning in the 




644 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT STATE OF IRELAND. 


Queenes store, or that the same cannot coii- 
venientlye be conveyed to tlinT place (»f 
garrison. But those Wo are not'easye to lie 
redressed when necessityc th('reunto com- 
pellcth ; but ns for the former, as it is not 
nee^ssnryc, soe is it mosthurtfidl and oflensivc 
totbe poore conn treye, and nothinfreonvonient 
for tlic souldioura *themselv(fN, whoo, during 
theyr lying at cesse, u^e all Kind of out- 
ragious disorder and villanye both tewardes 
the poore nieii that vittell and lodge them, 
and also to all the re.st of the eoimtrey about 
them, whom tliey abuse, oppiossc, s^xiyle, 
and atHicte by all the meancs they can in- 
vente : for they will K«t onely not content 
themselves with such victualls as thevre hostes 
doe provide for them, nor yet as tlie place 
perhaps will affoorde, but. they will have 
other meale provided, and «</»/« viUv sent 
for; yea and monye besides layed at theyr 
trenchers, which itCthey waiite, then aboute 
the house they wnlkewith the wretched poore 
man and the sillye poore wife, Avhoe are gladd 
to purchase theyr peace with any thing. By 
which vile manner of abuse, the countrey 
peojile, yea and the v^-}' English which (Ifvell 
abrode and see, and somel-imcs feele these 
outrages, growe into greate detestation of the 
souldiours, and thereby into hatred of th^ 
very government, which draweth upon them 
such evills : Ami tlierfore this ye may also 
joyne unto the formtr evill custonies which 
W’e have to reproove in Ireland. 

J'hidox. Trulyc this is one not the leaste, 
and though the persons, by whom it is used 
lie of better note then the former rogish sorto 
which ye reckned, yet the faultc (nio scemes) 
IS noe lessc woortlW of a IMarshall. 

Iran. ThatVere a harde course, Eudoxus, 
to redresse every abuse by a Marshall: it 
w'ould sceme to >^11 \ery evill surgerj’^ to cutt 
of eveiy unsounob or sicke parte of the bodye, 
which, being by other due meanes recovered, 
might afterwardea doe very good service to 
the bodye agayne, and hajiiiely helpe to save 
the whole : Therforc 1 thinke better that some 
good salve for the redresse of this evill be sought 
foorthe, then the least parte ^uflred to perrishe; 
but herof we have to speake in another place. 
Nowe we will jiroceede to other like^defcctcs, 
amongest v^ich there is one geneftill incon- 
venience which raignetli alirnost throughout 
all Ireland : that is, of the Lordcs of laiides 
and Free-holders, whoo doe not there use to 
sett out theyr landes to farme, or for terme 
of yeares, to tht yr tenauntes, but only from 
*yeare to yeare, and some during pleasure; 
neither indede will the Irish tenaunt or hus- 


bandman otherwise take his land then soe 
longe as he list himselfe. The reason herof 
in the tcnaiintc is, for that the land-lordes 
there use most shamefully to racke theyr 
tenauntes, laying upon him Coygnyc and 
Invcr^'e at {ilcasurc, and exacting of him 
(besiciiN his covenamite) what he please, ^oe 
that tlie poore hiisbaiulmnn cither dare not 
bind(| himsclfc to him for longer time, or 
that he. tlimkelh b\ his contimiull libertye 
ef chaimge to kcepe his land-lord the rather 
in awe for wronging him. And the reaairn 
why the Land-lord will not longer covenaimtc 
with him is, for that he dayly looketh after 
chaunges anil alterations, and huvereth m 
ex]icctatiou of iieive worldes. 

Ewiux. But what evill commeth heerby to 
the common-wealth; or what reason is it 
that any landlord should not set, nor any 
tenaunt taki hi.s land as himself list V 

Iren. Man c ! the evills which comoth 
thereby are greate, for |^v this meanc both 
the land-lord thinketh that he hath his 
tt'imunle more at comaunde, to follow'C him 
into what action soever he shall enter, and 
also the tenaunie, being left at his liliertyc, 
is litt for eveiye occasion of chaunge that 
shal be offred^ by time ; and soe much also 
the moi e rend} e and willing is he to runne 
into the same, for that he hath noe such 
estate in any his holding, noe such building 
upon any iarme, noe such costes imployed in 
feneny; ami husbandring the .same, as might 
with-hold nim from any such wdllfull course, 
as his lordes cause, or his owne lewde dis- 
losition may carrye him unto. All which he 
lath forborne, and spared so much expence, 
for that he had noe tirme estate in his tene- 
ment, but ''vas oiielji a tenaunt at will or title 
more, and soe at will may leave it. And 
this inconvenience may be reason enough to 
groumle any ordinauiicc for the good of a 
common-wealth, against the private iH'hoofe 
or will of any landlonl that shall refase to 
gmjintc any such terme or estate unto his 
tcnauTite as may temle to the good of the 
whole realme. 

Eudox. Jndeede (me seemes) it is a greate 
willfullnes in any such lann-lordcs to refuse to 
make any longer farmes unto the^’r tenauntes, 
as may, besides the generall good of the 
realme, be also greatly for theyr ownepioffitt 
and avayle : For what reasonable man will 
not thinke that the tenement shalbe made 
much lietter for the lordes behoofe, yf the 
tenaunte may by such good meanes bo drawen 
to buUde himself some handsome habitation 
theron, to ditebe and enclose his grounde, to 
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manure and husband it as good farmors use ? 
For -when his tenauntes terme shalbeexpinKl, 
it will yeeld hhii, in the renewing of his lease, 
both a good line, and alhO a better rente. 
And also it w'il be for the goode of the 
tenaiinte likewise, whoe by siieh buildiiiges 
and iudosures shall reccavc ninny benclitts . 
first, by the handsomnes of his liouse, he shall 
take greate comfortc of his life, niorc safe 
dwolliug, and a delighte to keepe his sny(||^ 
Ijowse neate and cleanlye, which nowc Innng, 
as they commonly are, father swyiuia-steades 
then bowses, is the chcifest cause of his soc 
beastly manner of life, and savndge condi- 
cion, lying and living togither with his benste 
in one bowse, in one rooinc, and in one bedd, 
that is, the cleane strawo, or rather the fowlc 
dongehill. And to all these other commudityes 
he shall in shorte time linde a g|eater added, 
that is bis owne wealth and riches cucrcascd, 
and wonderfully enlarged, by keejiing his 
cattcll in iiiclosuAs, where they shall aU- 
wayes have fresh pasture, ^lat noAve is all 
trampled and over-runue; Avarine eoverte, 
that nowc lyeth open to all Aveather ; safe 
being, that noAVC are continually lilchcd and 
stollen. t 

Iren. Yc have Avell, Eudoxus, counted 
the conioiUtyes of this one good ordiiiauuce, 
aniongest which this tliat ye named last is 
not the least; for all together bcuig most 
beneliciail both to the land-lord an«Lt^naunte, 
this cheiHy redoundetli to the g<K»d*of the 
coinn-oii-Avcalth. to liaA’c the land tlius in- 
closed, end well fenced. For it is both a 
principall barre and inipeachement unto 
Ihceves from stealing of cattell in (he night, 
and also a gall aguynsl all rebells, and out- 
InAvcs, that shall risc*up in any number 
agaynst the goA’criiement ; for the tlicif 
thereby shall Iuia'u much adoe, lirst ti^bring 
loorth,* and afterwardcs to drive away his 
stollen prey tlirough the common high waves, 
where he shall soone be disened and n^tt 
AAithall: And (he rubell or open 0110015% A"f 
nn^' such shall happen, either at home, or 
from abrode, shall caseh' be found when he 
comet li foorthe, and also be Avell encomitrcd 
AAithall b.v a feAve in soc straite passages and 
strongc iiiclosures. This therfore, A\hen Ave 
come to the reforming ol' all these ovill cus- 
tomes before mentioned, is necd9full to be rc- 
incmbrod. But nowc b.v this time me smiies 
that 1 have Avell runne thronghe the ovill 
uses Avhich I have obsurA'od in Ireland. And 
lioAvbcit there be many more abus{|s AAoorthy^ 
the reformation both in publicke and in pri- 
vate amongest them, yet these, fur that they 


are t he more generall, and most tending to the 
hurte of the common-wealthc, as they have 
come to mj' remembrance, 1 liaA'c, as'lireifly 
os 1 could, rehearsed them unto you. Whor- 
fore nowe I Ihinke it best that we iiass unto 
our thirdc parte, in Avhich we noted ii^on- 
vcniences that Ire in ndigion. 

Eudox. Surcl5' you have very avcU handled 
these tAvo former, and yf you shall ns Avell goe 
thoroughe the tliirde likewise, yc shall merite 
a vtT}'^ good inec'de. 

Iren. Litle have I to saA' of religion, both 
because the partes thcrot 'be not many, (it 
self being but one) tfind my self have not 
becne much convcrsauiitc in that calling, but 
M hghtfy passing by 1 have scene or heard : 
Therfore the faulte aaIuoIi 1 linde in lleligion 
is but one, but the same is uni\'crsall throughe 
out all the counlrc.v ; that is, that thcA' are 
all Papistes 1)\’ they re ^ofession, but in the 
same soe blindelA' and brutishl5' enformed, 
(for the most parte) as that A'ouAA'ould rather 
thinke them Atheistes or Infidells for not one 
amongest an hundred knoweth nnv grounde 
of religion, or anA' arBcle ol his fay the, but 
can perhaps say his rater nostcr, or his Aa'C 
Hklaria, Avithoul any knoAvledge or undcr- 
*stnndmg aa hat one avckuaIc therof ineancth. 

Eudox. This is truly a most pitifnll hear- 
ing that soc man}' soaaIcs .should fall into the 
devills handes at oncooind lueke tlic blessed 
comforte of the sweete gospcll and Christes 
deare paH.sioii. Aye me ! Iioav eometh it to 
pass that lajing a people, as tliey are, trading 
AA’ith sue man5' nations, and ireqnented ot soc 
maiiA'c, yet they have not tasted any parte ef 
these ha|)i)ye joyes nor once bene liglitcned 
with the morning starre of"trneth but lye 
weltring in such spirituall darkeiicss harde 
bA' hell-mouth, even readyc to fall in y[ God 
happclA' help not V • 

Jreti. The general faulte eometh not of 
an}' late abuse either in the people or thc5T 
ruiste& whoe can tcaehc noc better ihen they 
noAA-e,^nor shewc noe more light then they 
haA'c scene, but in the first institution and 
planting of religion in all that realmc, AA'hich 
AA'os os I rcade in tl<n time of Pope Celestiiie, 
AAhoc, as it is^ Avritten, did first send over 
thither l^alladius, whoe there deccasingc, he 
afU'rAvardes simt over St. l*atrickc, being by 
nation a Biitton. aa'Iio couA’crted the people 
(being tlien Infidells) from paganisme and 
christened them. In which Pojws time and 
lunge before it is certayiie tiiat ifligion was 
generally corrupted Avitli t.he5'r popish trum- 
perye, therfore Avhat other could they learne 
them, then such troshe as was taughto them, 
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and drinke of thal cup of furnicutiuii with 
which the purple Imrlott had then made all 
nations drunken ? 

Eudttx. What ! d(>e you then blame and 
findc faulte wdth soe f'ood an Actc in that 
goo^ pope as the reducing of such a greate 
people to Christianitye^ briiif^ing soe manve 
BOwlcs to Christ? Yf /hat was ill, w’hat is 
good ? 

Iren. I doc not blame the christening of 
them, for to be sealed with the iriarke of the 
Ijambc, by what hand soever it be done 
rightly e, I hold it a good and gracious woorke, 
for the generall prolesseon wliich they then 
take ui)on them of the Cross and faythe of 
Christ. 1 nothing double but that tlirougli 
Ihe powcrfull grace of that mighty Saviour 
it w'ill woorke salvation in many of them ; 
but nevertlie-less since they drinke not from 
the pure spfnig o( but onelv tasted of 
such troubled w’aters as ivcre brought unto 
them, the dregf^es therof have bredd gi*eate 
contagion in theyr sowles, the wliich dayly 
cncreasing and being still more augmented 
w'ith their owne lewjtle lives and faujiiy 
conversation hath nmve bredd in them this 
generall disease thal can not, but onely w'lth 
very stroiige purgations, be- elensed and car-* 
ryed aw’ay. 

' Kudox'. Then for this dcfecte ye findc noe 
faulte W’lth the peofdfr themselves nor with 
the jiriestes wdiieli take the charge of sowles, 
but with the first ordinaunce and institution 
therof? 

Iren. Not soe, Eudoxus, for the sinne or 
igiioraunce of the preistes shall not excuse 
the ]ieoplc, nor the aulhoritye of I heir greate 
paslour, I’eters shccessor, shall not excuse the 
jireist, but they all shall dye in theyr siniies 
for they have all cried and gone out of the 
ivay togithcr. • 

Endox. Hut yf this igiioraunce of Uie 
people bn such a burden to the iiopc, is it 
not a blott unto them thalnowe hold the ]dncc 
of government, in that they which arc in tlic 
lighic theiiisclvcs suffer a jieople under theyr 
charge to walloive in such (k'adly darkeness, 
for 1 doe not see that the faulte is chaunged 
blit the faulte-master. , 

Iren. 'J'lia^ w'hich you blame, k^hdox., is 
not n supnose) any faulte ol ivill in these 
godly fathers which have the chaige therof, 
but the inconvenience of the time and trouble- 
some occasions, whercivith that wretched 
realme hath contiriially bene tnrmoyled ; for 
instruction in religion needeth (piiett times, 
and ere we sceke to settle a sounde discipline 
in the dargye, we must purchase {icace unto 


the la^'ctyc ; for it is an ill time to prcache 
amongest swoordes, and most hnrde, or rather 
impossible, it is to settell a good opinion in 
the myndes of men for matters of religion 
doubt full, w liich have a dontless evill opinion 
of ourselves; for ere the new'e be brought ^in, 
the old must be removed. 

Eu^ox. Then belike it is mcetc that some 
fitter time be attended, that Cod send peace 
and rpiietnchs there in civill matters before 
it be attemiited in ecclesiasticall. I w'ould 
rather have thought that (as it is sayde) cor- 
rection should begin at the bowse of Cod, 
and that the care of flic sowle should have 
bene preftTred before the can* of the bodye. 

Iren. Most Irue, Eudoxus, the c.ire of the 
sowle and sowde-* matters are to be preferred 
liefore the care of the bodye in consideration 
of the woorU.yness therof, but not till the 
time of relorrnation ; lor y( \ on should kiiowe 
a wicked person dnungerqii'>>ly sicke, having 
iiowe both sowle and Uxlye greatly diseased, 
yet both recoveiublc. wou’d ye not thinke it 
ill advisement to biiiig the preacher before the 
idiisition? For yf Ins bodye were neglected, 
it is like that llis languishing sowle being 
disquieted by fhs diseasefull bodye, would 
utterly refuse and lothc all spirituall eoin- 
lorte : but \ f his bodye were first reeured. and 
brought to good frame, should there not t lion 
be 1 on n do best time to n'eim* Ins sowle also ? 
Soe it ^s ii^i the state of the realme : Ther- 
fore (a.s 1 silydi*) it is expedient, first to settle 
such a course of governmeiit there, a< therby 
bi»th chnll ilisordcrs and also ecelcsiuslicuil 
abuses maybe leformedaud amended, wherto 
needeth not any siu h great distaunee ol times, 
as ye siqipos' I recpiiri*, but one Joy nte resolu- 
tion Ibr i»ol li. I liat echo might seeonde and con- 
lirme I he othei. 

Eufhfx. I’liat we shall see when we conic 
therunto : in the meane time J consider thus 
much, as ye have delivered, touching the 
gewruall faulte which ye suppose in religimi, 
to weet, that it is ))oiush ; but doe ye liiide noe 
Iiartimilar abuses therin, nor m the ministera 
therof? 

hen. Yes verely ; for what ever dis(»rder 
you see in the (.'liurehe ol England ye may 
linde there, and many more* Ts'ameh, gro^'Se 
Siinonye, greedy co^’etousnl•ss, llesld'y incou- 
tinence, carde-iH sloutlu*, and generally all 
disordered hie in the eomnion eleargyeraau. 
And besides all these, they hate thevr ow'iio 
particular eiionnityes; ibr all tile Irish 
iricstes, wluch nowe ciijo^e the churche 
ivingea there, are in a manner meerc laye* 
men, go lyke laymen, live like layc incn, 
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folloM’c all kiiide of husbaiuln'e, and other 
worldly affayres, as thothcr Insh men doc. j 
They neitheV rcadc scriptures, nor prcachc 
to the poo]ilc, nor minister the sacrament of 
cominunion; but the ba])tisnie they doe, for 
they christen yet after the popish fashion, and 
with popish ministration, oncly they take the 
tithes and oflrin^,!s. and gather what iruitc's 
els they may of theyr livinges, the which 
they convert as badly, and some of tliei}) 
(they say) pave as due tributes and shares of 
theyr livinges to theyr flishops (1 speake of 
those which are Irish) as they rcceave them 
duelyc. 

Emiox. Rut is it sulTcred amongest them ? 

It IS wonderfull but that the g<tvernoui‘s doe 
redresse such shami'full abus(‘a. 

Iren. Howe can they, since they knowc 
them notV Tor the Irish bishop have thc\r 
clcargyc in such awe and subjection under 
them, (hat they dare not conipra\iic of tlicm, 
soe as tlicy may dftj unto them what they 
jilcase, for the\, knowing ^hcir owne uii- 
AMMirthvncss and inca|)acityc, and that they 
are therforc still removable at theyr bishops 
will, ^eeld what plcascth him, and he taUeth 
what he list: yea, and sonicior them whose 
diocese arc in remote jiaites, soniCAihat out 
of the worldes c^e, doc nut not at all best owe 
the bcncticcs, which arc in theyr owne doiia- 
tJon, upon anyc, but keepe them m theyr ow’iie I 
handes, and sett theyr owne servauntes and | 
hor'^e-boyes to take uji the tilhesimnl*fruitcs 
of tlnni,*wilh the which some ol them pur- 
chase greate landes, and buihle fa_Me i-astells 
upon the same. ( )f which abuse ^ f aii\ ijucs- 
tion be moved they have a very seeincly 
colour of excuse, that the> have nocw'oorlhy 
ministers to bestowe tnem upon, but kiype 
them soe unbest oweil for any such sufficient ■ 
person as any shall bring unto them. « 

EudojL. ihit is there n«)e hnve, or ordi- 
iiaunce to ineete with this mischeir, nor hath , 
it iie\cr before bene looked into V 

Inn. Yes.it secines it hath; for thfle is i 
a statute there eiiai-ted in Ireland, which 
serines to have bene grounded upon a good 
nieaning — That whatsoe\er Knglishman, 
being of good coinersation and sufficiency, 
shal be brought unto any of the bishoppes, 
and nominated unto any living within theyr 
diocos Hiat is presently voAdc» that he shall 
(without contradictioii) be admitted tberuiito 
Ix'fore any Irish. 

Evrfar. 'I'liis is surel} a very good lawe, 
and well proviilcd for thisevill, ye siieakcof; 
and why is not the same observed V 

Iren. I tliiuke it is well obserx'ed, and 


that none of the bishopps transgressc the 
same, but yet it woorketh noc reformation 
herof for many respectes. First there arc noe 
such snffieiciit English ministers sent ovi r ns 
might be presented to any bishopp for any 
living, but the most, parte of such Englinh as 
come over thithvr of themselves are eitherlin- 
IcariHid, or men of some badd note, for which 
they have forsaken England. Soe as the 
bishop, to whom they shalbe presented, may 
justly rejecte them as incapable and insul- 
iicient. Secondly, the bisho]) himself is jier- 
haps an Irish man, whoe being made judge 
by that lawe of the si^jliciencye of the minis- 
ters, mav at his owne w'ill, dislike of the 
EnglisliAau, as unwooithye in his opinion, 
and arhnitt of any Irish whom he shall thiiike 
more ni(‘et(* for his turnc. And j f he shall 
at the instaunce ol any Englishman of coun- 
tcnaunce there, whom hg will not displease, 
accept ol any such J'.nghsli minister as shal 
be Icndred unto him, yet he will undeihand 
carr\ e such a hanle liande over him, or bv 
his officers wriiige him soe sore, as he will 
soone make him Avear\e of his poore living. 

1 allly, (he bcneficci? tlumiselves are soe 
meane, and of soe small protitt in these Irish 
wountreyes, through the ill husbandrye of 
the Irish peo]ile wdiich iuhabite them,' that 
they will not ycelde any competent mayn- 
tenaimcc lor any lionet numstcr to live on, 
si’arcch to bu^ e him a gowme. And w’cre all 
this ledressed (as happely it might be) yet 
what good shall any English minister doe 
amongest them, by preaidiing or teaching, 
which either cannot understand him, or will 
not heare himV Or what conilbrte of life 
shall he ha\e, when all his ^parishioners are 
soe unsociable, soe intractable, so ill-atl'ected- 
unto him, as tliey usually be to all the Eitg- 
lishV Or linally. how'e dnr«alImost any hon- 
est ministers, that are peacefull civil! men, 
cimimilt theyr safetye into the haiides of 
such neighbours, as the boldest captuyiies 
dan* scarcely dw ell In V 

Eu(lo.r. Litle good then (I see) is by 
that statute wrought, how'e ever well iiitemi- 
I ed ; but the reiormntion therol must growc 
' higher, and be brought from a stronger ordi- 
iiauncelken the coinaundemeiil or penaltye 
of a hnve, which none dare enl^mc or com- 
playii of w’hcn it is broken : but have } ou any 
more of those* abuses in the cleargj e ? 

Iren. 1 could perhu])s recken more, but 1 
|H*rceave my s]H‘nch to growc to longe, and 
these may ‘suflice to judge of the generall 
disorders which raigne amongest them ; os 
for the particulars, they are to many to be 
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reckned. For the oleargye there (except juRtifye thia theyr course hy ensample of 
aome fewe grave fathers which are in high some of theyr govemours, which (under Jiene- 
place about the state, and some fewe others dicite, I doe tdl it you,) doe practise the like 
I vrhich are lately planted in theyr newe Col- Rlightes in theyr govcnimcnts ? 

ledge,) arc generally hadd, licentious, and jSudox. Is it possible V Take heede what 
most disonlercd. you sa}’, Irenaeus. 

Budox. Ye have thoji (as*’ suppose) gone * Iren. To you onely, Eudoxus, I doe tell 
through these three first parties which ye piir- it, and that even with greate hartes greif, 
posed unto your self; to weete, the I neon- and iflwarde trouble of mynde to see her 
A'enience which ye observed in the lawes, in l^ajestie soc uuich abused by some whom 
the oustonies, and in the religion of that land ; ^le puttes in Hpeciall trust of these greate. 
the which (me scemes) ye have so throughly affayres : of which some, being martial! men, 
touched, as that nothing more romaj’iieth to will not doc alhvayes what they may for 
be spoken Ihereof. ^ (piieting of thinges, but will ratlier Avinke at 

Iren. Not soe throughly as ye suppose, soraefaultes, and will suffer them iiiipunishe«l, 
that nothing more can reniayne, but%oe gcii- least that they (having putt all thinges in 
orally as I purposed ; that is, to laA e open that assuraiince of ])eacc that they might) 
the generall evills of that rcahne, which doc should seeme afterwardcs not to be needeci^ 
hinder the good reformation therof: for to nor continue^ in theyr government with soe 
counte the particuliw faultes of ]irivatc men great a charge to her Majestic. And ther- 
should be a Avoorke to infinite; yet some fore they diie cunningly carry c theyr course 
there be of that nature, that though they be of government, and from tAic hand to another 
in private men, yet theyr evill rcachcth to a doe handle the scjvice like a tennis-ball, Avhich 
generall hurte, as the extortions of shcrriffs, they will never quite strike aAvay, for feorc 
subsherriffs, and theyr bayliffs; the corriip- lea.st afterwardcs tliey should waiitc sjiortc. 
tion of vittaillors, cessdts, and purveyors ; ftie Ewiox. Doe you 'siicakc of undcr-magis- 
disorders of seneschalls, captaynes, and theyr trales, or priuci|eall govcmoiirsV 
souldioura, and many such like ; All whicli !• Irm. 1 doe spenke of noc iiarticulars, but 
Avill oncly name, hecre, that theyr reformation the tmeth may be founde oute by tryalle and 
may be uiAiideil in place Avhere it moat con- reasonable insight into some of ilieyf doinges. 
cerneth. But there is one very fowle abuse And yf I should say there is some blame 
Avhich, by the way, I may not omitt, and licrof in ^me of the principall goA’eriiours, 
that is in captaynes. Avho, notwithstanding 1 think'll ilt'gl it also slicwe some reasonable 
that they are specially emfiloA’cd to make proof of my spcache. As for example, some 
peace through .stronge execution of AA^arre, yet of them "seing the end of theyr govern- 
tlicy doe soe dandle theyr doinges, and dally 0 mente draAve nigh, and some miseheifs or 
in the service to them committed, as yf the^'^ troublous iirnclise groAving up, Avliich after- 
would not have the Encmye subdued, or Avanles ma}' woorkc trouble to the next suc- 
utterly beaten downe, for feare least after- ceeding goVi imouns, Avill not attempt the re- 
wardes they should noede iniployinent, and dress or cutling of llierof, cither for feare they 
soe be dischargt*di of jiay for Avhich cau^c should Jeavc the malmciiiifiuictt at the end of 
some of them that are layed in garrison doe theyr government, or that the next that com- 
soe handle the matter, that they will doc noe meth should reccave the same to qiiictt. and 
greate hurte to the cnemyes, yet for colour soe^lnippcly wiiine more prayse therof then 
sake some men they Avill kill, even halfewidi theyloefore. And therfore they Ai-ill not (as 
Bic conseift of the enemy, being peisons I sayd) sccke at all to redrcsse'that CA'ill, but 
either of base regard, or enemies to the enemy, will either by graiinting protection fVir a time, 
whose beades rftsones they ^end to the go- or holding some imfiarlauuce with the rebel], 
vemour for a comendacion of theyr great en- or by treatye of commissioners^ or by other 
devour, telling how weighty e a serxibe they like devises' onely smoother and keepe downe 
have perfburHicd by cutting of such and soe the flame of the 'mischeif, soc as it may not 
dangerous rebells. breake out in theyr time of goA'ernment : what 

Eudox. IViilye this is a prettye mockery e, comes afterAi'anics they care not, or rather 
and not to be permitted by the governours. w ish the woorst. I'his course hath bene 

Iren. Tea ! hut how can the govemours noted in some governours. 

knowe readely what persons those were, and Eudox. Surely (Ireiucus) this, yf it were 
what the purpose of theyr killing was ? Yea, true, should be w oorthy of a heavye judgement: 
and what will ye say, yf the captaynes doe but it is harde to be thought, that any go- 
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remour -would soe much cither envye the 
of that realme which is putt into his 
hand, or defraude her Majestic, whoc trusteth 
him sue much, or malice his succcssours 
which shfdl possess his place, as to suffer an 
cvill to prowe up, which he mipht timdv 
have kept under, or jicrliaps to iiourrish it 
with coloured countenaunces, or such sinister 
meanes. • 

Irtn. I doe not certaynh'^ avouch soe 
yiuch, (Eudoxus) but tlie sequell of thinpfs 
doth in a inanner [)roove. and playnly speake 
soe much, that the governours usually are 
envious one of anothers greater gloryc, which 
yf they would soeke to exceh liy better 
government, it should be a mofct laudable 
emulation. Ihit they doe quite otherwise: 
for this (as ye may marke) is the common 
order of tliem, that whoe cometh next in the 
place Vf'ill not followe that couree of govern- 
ment, how ever good, which his predecessor 
held, citlicr for diiKlayne of him, or doubt to 
have his doings drowned in another mans 
lirayse, but will straight tJke a way quite 
con'trarv'e to the former: as yf the former 
thought (by keeping under the Irish) to rc- 
forme theni, the next, by di]|!ountcnauiicing 
the English will currve favour with the 
Irish, and soe make his fpivernment sceme 
plausible in viewc, as having all the Irish at 
iiis comaunde : but he that comes next after 
will perhaps followe neither one nor the other, 
but will dandle the one and the qjjtfer^n such 
sort, as he -will sucke swcctc out of them 
both, and leave bitterness to the jioore lande, 
which yf he that conies after shall seeke to 
redress, he shall perhaps tiiidc such crosses 
as lie shall be hardly able to beare, or doe 
any good that might Afoorke the disgrace of 
Ills predecessors. Examples hcrof ye may 
sec in the governors <»f late timco siitli^iciitlv, 
and in others of former times more mani- 
festly, when the government of (hat realme 
W'as committed sometimes to the (lcraldin^, as 
w'hen tlie llowse of Vorke hud the Cixnftit of 
England ; sometinies to the liutlors, as when 
the Ilow'se of Lunca.stcr gott the same. And 
other whiles, when an li^nghsh govemour was 
apjioyntedjheperhaiisfoundeenemyesofbotlu 
And this is the w^retchedness of that fatidl 
kingdome W'hich, I thinke, therefore, w'us in 
old times not called amisse Hanna or Mmra 
Insula, taking sacred (sacra) for accursed. 

Eudox. 1 am soiy'c to hearc soe much ns 
ye reporte ; and now'e I beginiic to conccavc 
Bomewhat more of the cau.se of her coiilinuall 
wretchedness then heretofore 1 founde, and 
wish that this inconvenience were well looked 


into : for sure (me sceines) it is more waightye 
then all the former, and more hardly to be re- 
dressed in Uic govemour then in the "governed ; 
as a malodye in a vitall parte is more incur- 
able tlien in an extcmall. 

Iren. You say veiy true ; but nowo that 
we have thus ejjded all the abuses and inaon- 
veniences of that government, which was our 
first parte, it followes next to speake of the 
secondc, which was of the meanes to cure and 
redress the same, which w'e must laboure to 
reduce to the first beginning therof. 

Etulnx. Eight soe, Ircna^iis : for by that 
which 1 have noted in nil this your discourse 
ye 8up})ose that the* whole ordinaunce and 
iiistitutigm of that realmes government W'as, 
both at first when it was placed, evill plotted, 
and also since;, through theyr other over- 
sights, runuc more out of srpiare to that 
disorder which i: is nowe come to; like as 
two indirect lines, tlip fuiflier they are drawen 
out, the further they goo asunder. 

Iren. I doe soe, Eudoxus, and as you say, 
soe thinke, that the longer that government, 
thus continueth, in the woorse course will 
th.lL realme be ; for i^ is nil in vaync that 
thet' nowe strive and cudevour by fa\'ru 
.meanes and jieacenble plottes to redress the 
same, w'itliout first removing all tho.se ineon- 
venicnccs, and new'c framing (ns itw’creinttio 
forge) all that is worne out of fashion : For 
all other meanc.s wilbt*but as lost labour, by 
patching up one hole to make manyc; foi 
the Irish doe strongly hate anti abliorre all 
reformation and subjection to the English, 
by reason that, ha\ ing bene once subdued by 
tlmm, they were thru.st out of all thejT po'^- 
scbsions. " Soe as nowe thei^ feare, Uiat yf 
they were agaync brought under, tliey should 
likew^ise be expelled out of all, w'hich is tlio 
caust; that they hate the Ki^lish government, 
ac4K>rding to the saying, ‘ ( |ucm met uunt uder- 
iiiit:’ 'Inerfore the reformation must now'c 
be the strength of a greater power. 

Evdox. Ilut, me thinkes, that might be 
by making of good lawes, and establishing 
of iicw'e statutes, with sharpe iienaltycs and 
punnishments far amendment of all tliat is 
jircscntly amiss, and nut (as ye suppose) to 
lieginna jjill as it were anewe, and to alter the 
w'hole forme of the government b which howe 
daungerous a thing it is to attempt you your 
selfc must needes confess, and they whicli 
have the managing of the realmes whole 
poHicye cannot, without greate cause, feare 
and refrayne : for all Innovation is perilous, 
insoemuch as though it be mente for the 
better, yet soe man}' accidents and feotfull 
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events may come betwciic, as that it may haps to pood, as namely this way which 
hazarde the losse of the whole. * j I sett before you. 

Iren. Very true, Eudoxus: all chaunj^c • Eutlox. Is not your way all one in eflect 
is to be shunned, where the affayres stand in ilh the former, n hieh you founde faulte with, 

such state as that they mav* continue in save oncly this od<lcs, that 1 sayd bv the 
quietness, or be assured at all to abide as halter, and you say by the swoorde ? \Vhut 
thejF are. But that in the regime of Ireland dilierence is there V 

we see much otherwise, for everye day we Iren. Tlierc is surely pfr^'ntc diflerence 
l»erceave the troubles to f?rowe more upon us, when you shall imderNtand it; for by the 
and one evill growing upon another, insoe- s^'oorde which T named. 1 doe notnieane tlie 
much as there is noe parte sounde nor ascer- cutthifr ol of all that nation with the swoonie, 
layned, but all have Iheyr cares upright, which larre be it Iroin me that 1 should ever 
wayting when the w'atch-woord shall conic thinke soe desjieratly, or wish soe uncliarit- 
tluit they should all rijie generally into re- ably, but by the swoorde 1 mcane the royall 
bellion, and cast away tlie l.nglish subjection, power of tlie Prince, which ought to stretchc 
To wliich there nowe litle w'antcthf for I it self foorthe in the cheitest strength to th? 
thinke the w'oorde be allroadye given, and rediessing and cutting o( of those c%ills, 
there wanteth nothing but * opportiinitye, which 1 before blamed, and not of the ]>eople 
which trulye is the death of one noble ]»ar- which are e^ll. For evill people by good 
son, whoe, being hiiw elf movit stedfast to his orduiaunces and go\ eminent nun be made 
most noble (^ueene and his countrey, coasting goode ; lint the evill that is of il sell evill w ill 
upon the South-Sea, stoppelh the Ingate of never I »eeoine good. 

all that e\ ill which is looked for, and holdeth Euthx. 1 jtri^v you then declare your 
in all those Avliich arc at his beckc, with the inyiide at large, how' \ou would wish that 
terrourof his greatness, and the assuraunce of sw ord, whiih vou incaiie, to be used to the 
Ills honouiahle loyally^ And tlierlorc w’hfl-e reformation of all those evills. 
you thinke, that ginid and soiinde lawes Iren. 'I'he ling thing must he to send over 
might amotidc, and reforme tliiiiges amiss, » into that realme such a st rouge power of men. 
there you thinke surely amisse. For it is as that shall perforce bring in all that ro- 

vayne fo jirescribe lawes, wdiere noe man Ik‘1Iious route of louse ]K‘ople, wJiieli either 

eaieth for kw’iiing them, nor feareth the doe noAve stande out in open ariiuN. or m 

daunger of breaking them. But all the n’ldrae AAandriiig ^mipaiiyes doe kce]>e the iioodcs, 

is li^^t to be reformed, and linves are after- HjiovUiig tl^giKid Vubjeel. 

Avardes to be made for keeping and conteyn- Kndox. Yon s|M‘uke nowe, Ireiuviis. of an 
iiig il ill that reformed estate. infinite charge to her Mnjestie, to send o\er 

kudor. lloAve tlieii doe you thinke is the such an anuAe as should treadc downe all 

reformation therof to he beguiiiic, yl not by that stand etii' before thi'iii on ioote, and hne 

laA\es and ordin*yjnce.s V on the groimdc all Ih^ still-necked people Of 

Iren. Even by the sw’oorde ; for all those that laiule ; lor there i* now e but one ouilaw'e 

evills must first be cutt aivaA witli a strong of any greate reckniiig, In A\eete, the ICarle of 

hand, before any a^od can lie idaiilcd; like Tyrone,^brode in urmes, agayiist whom you 

as the corrujit hraunehes and uiiholsome see Avhat huge charges she hath bene at, this 

bougliC't are 1ir.st to be pruned, and the fowlc last yeare, m sending of men, providing of 

iiiosse cleiised and scraped away, before the AMcty;]lls,aiid making head aga,\iist bun: yet 

tree can bring fourth aiiA good frniie. there ra liile or nothing al all done, Init the 

Kndn.v. Did you blame me, e\eii iioAve, t^ucenes treasiiie spent, her jieopie wasted, 

fur Avishiiig Kearne, llorsi'-hoves, and Kear- the jiuor i omit rev troubled, and iJie eneiiiye 

riKighs, to be eleane cutt of,^s to violent u iieA'crlhcless broughi iiutonoe moresubiectioii 

meanes, and doe A ou your self noAve jireserilje llieii he avus, or list outwardly to 'slicAve, 

the same medicine V N not the swwft'd the Avhirh in elfeel !>, none, but ralhcr a seoriie of 

most violent radresH that may be uslmI lor any her power, and an emboldeiimg of a ]>roude 

evill V rebell, and an eiicouradgemeiit unto all like 

Iren. It is soe ; but yet Avliere iioe oilier leivde disposed traytors that shall dare to lift 

remedA e may lie founde, nor iioe liope of re- up theyr lii-eles agaynst tlieyr Soveraigue 

eoA'crw- liad,' tliei-e must needes ibis Aiolent i.udye. Tlierlore it were liunle couiisell to 

ineaiies be used. As for the loose kind of peo- drawee such an exceeding great charge upon 

jile which ye would have cutt of 1 blamed il, her, Avhose event shal he so uncerta\me. 

for that Uiey might otherw'ise be brought per- Iren, True iuduedc. vf the event should 
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be uncertayne; but the ccrtaint 3 ’e of the 
effect herof* Hhal be soc iufalliblc as that noc 
reason can gainsay e it, neither shall the 
charge of all this armye (the n’hich I dc- 
mauiidc) be much greater then sue mucli as 
in these two last ycarcs warres hath vaynly 
bene expended. Fur 1 dare undertake, tliut 
it hath cost the Queeiic above 200000 
))OuudeB allreadyc; and for the present charge, 
that she is nuwe at there, amounteth to verve 
nccre 12000 poundes a niontho, wherof ciim 
ye the accoumptc; yet ncUhing is done. The 
which Roiiiinc, had it bene imployed as it 
should be, would have etfcctcd all this that 1 
nowe goc about. 

Euflox. llowe moane j'ou to have it iiii- 
ployed, but to be 8j)ent in the paye of soul- 
dioiirs, and iirovision of victualls V 
Iren, Kighl soc, but it is n^we not dis- 
bursed at once, as it might be, but draweii 
out into a long length, by sending over nowe 
20000 poundes, and tlie next halfe }earc 
10000 poundes; soc as tlic soiddiour m the 
ineanc time, fur nante of (Tue provision of 
^ietuuU, and good payineut of his due, is 
starved and consumed ; that of a thousand, 
tliat goc over lustyc able inciiiu half a yeaic 
there are not left five hundred. And yi't the 
(iueenes charges are never a whit the lesse, 
but what is not ])ayed in present inonye is 
accouinplcd in dett, whieli nill not be long 
unpayed ; for tlie Cajitayne, li^le nliose 
souJd'iouis are dead, and the oti^ S'luarter 
never mustered, nor scene, comes shortly to 
dcmaiiiidc iMiyincnt lieere of his nhole 
aecoumple, where, by good ineanes of some 
greate ones, and priv^e sharing witli the 
olli.;nrs and servaunti^s of otlieisome, he 
reeeavelh his delt, mueh less ]ierha]is thru 
was due, yet much more indeede then he 
ju'^lh descr\cd. « 

Emlox. 1 take this, sure, to lie noe gixal 
luisbandryc; for what must needes be spentc 
as good spent at once, here is ciiouj^u as 
to have it diawen out into lunge demes, 
seing that tlierby liolh tlie serviec is mueh 
liindred, and yet nothing saved : but it may 
be, Ireineiis, that the (^iieenes treaMiie in sue 
gieate uceusioiis of disbiirscmenles (as it is 
well know en she hath bene at latelye) is not 
allwayes soe ready e nor soe plentiiull, as it 
can spare soe greate a somme logitlier, but 
being ])ayed as it is, nowe some and then 
some, it is noe greate burthen bi her, nor any 
greate impoverishing to her eoffers, seing 
by such delaye of time, that it daylye coincth 
ill as fast us she parteth it out. * 

/ran. It may be as you sayd, but fur the 


going through of so honorable a course 1 
doubt not but yf the Qucciies coffers be not 
soe well stored, (wdiicli we arc not to looke 
into) but that the wlmlc realmc which nowe, 
as thinges be used, doc feelc a continuall bur- 
den of that wi etched realme liangmg upon 
theyr backes, y'ould, for u fiuull riddausicc 
of all that tniuble, be once troubled fur all ; 
and putt to all theyr shoulders, and helping 
handes, and hartes also, to tlie defraying of 
that charge, most gladl^ullie and willinglie; 
and surely the charge, in effect, is nothing to 
the mlyiiite great good wdiieh should come 
thereby, both to the (jucene, and all this 
realme generally, as ifhcn time serveth shal 
be shew’Jd. 

Kudox. lluw'c many men then would you 
require to the finishing of this w'bieli ye take 
in band? and liuwe long space w’ould you 
have them eiilertjiyned?g 

Iren. Verel\, iioL abov’c 10000 footcnicii, 
and 1000 horse, ami all those nut ubo\c the 
space ol one ycare and a Iiullc, for 1 would 
still, us the beate of tlie service abatetb, 
abate the numbei in pa\e, and make other 
priA’ision for Uiein, us I will shewe. 

Emim. tSurely, it seenieth not much 
•wliieli yc require, nor noc long lime; but 
howe w'ould you have them used? Would you 
leade fooith youi armye against the Kncuiye, 
ami seeke him where be is to fight? 

Irm. Noc, F.uduxi^ ; it would not be, foi 
it is well know'en that he is a fiying eiiemye, 
hiding himself in woodes and hogges, from 
whence he will nut flrawe fourth, but into 
some slruile ]iHSSUge or ]>enlloiis foord, where 
he kiiowes the arinie must needes pusse; 
there will he lye in wayte, ^iid, ^flle linde 
mhaimlage litt, will daiingerously ha/.uide 
the troubled souUliour. 'J'herforc to* seeke him 
out that si ill liyctii, and lo^owe him that can 
liardly he foiinde, weic Miine and bootcless; 
but 1 would devide my men in garrison upon 
liis countrey, in siu‘h ])laues as I should 
tlii.ikc miglil must aniioye him. 

Eudox. Hut howe e.ni that he, Iremeus, 
wilh so fewe men ? For the euemye, as jou 
nowe see, is iioL^ll in one eoiiutrey, but some 
111 L'lster, some iii Comiaiiglite, and others iu 
Lc>iist«s. Soe as to pluunlo stionge garri- 
sons iu all these places slioiihW neede many 
inure men then you speakc of, or to plaiiiite 
all ill 011 c, and to lea\e the rest naked, should 
be but to leave them to the spoyle. 

Iren. 1 w'oiild w ish the cheif power of the 
umye to be garrisoned in one countrey that 
is strongest, and thuthcr upon the rest that 
arc weakest: As fur exaniule, the Earle of 
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Tyrone is nowe accoumpted the strongest : victualls they will sometimes provide for 
upon him would 1 lav 8000 men in garrison, themselves a'mongest thcyre enemyes creete. 
1000 uppou Feughc Alac-Hiiglie and the Ke- Hereunto would 1 likewise have them have 
vanaghs, and lOOO upon some jiarte of Con- a store of hose and shoes, with such other 
naughte, to be at the direction of the Cover- necessaryes as may be needefull for soul- 
nour. diouTs, soc as they would have noe oc- 

E^x. I see nowc all vour men bestowed, casiou to look for relief from abroadc, »or 
but in what places would fou sett theyr cause such trouble, for theyr continuall 
garrison that they might rise out most con- supplf c, as 1 see and have often prooved in 
venientlyo to service ? And though perha^is I Ireland to be combersome to the Deputye, 
am ignoraunte of the jdaces, yet I will take lAd more daungcrous to them that retaynp 
the mappe of Ireland, and lay it before me, them, then halfe the leading of an armye ; 
and make myne eyes (in the meane wliile) for the encinyc, knowing the ordinarye tvayes 
my schoolc-iuaster, to guide my under- by which theyr rclcif must be brought them, 
standing to judge of yotr jilott. useth commonlye to dmwc himself into the 

7re». These 8000 in Ulster I wou]|^ devide strayte passages thitherwardes, and often- 
likewise into fowre partes, sue as there should times doth daungcrouslyc distress them r 
be 2000 footemen in cverye garrison ; the Besides, the payc of such forces as ^ould 
which I would thus place. Upon the Black- be sent for theyr convoy shall be spared the 
water, in some convenient place, as highc charge of tlfe carriadgt's, and the exactions 
iippon the Itiver as(night be, I would lave of the countrey likewise. But onely every 
one garrison. Another would 1 putt at Castle- halfc ycarc the'supidy c toAc kroughtc by tlie 
lifTar, or thore-abouts, soe os they should Hoputyc himscife, and his ])ower, wlioe shall 
have all the ^ pass^ea upon the river to then vlsite and rfv'crlooke all those garrisons, 
Loglifo\le. The thirde 1 would place alKitit to sec what is needefull, to cliaunge wliat is 
Fearnomunnaghe or jjondraise, soe as tlipy expedient, and to direct what he shall best 
might lye bctAvenc Coiinaughte and Ulster, advise. And these fowre garrisons issuing 
to serve upon both sides, as occasion should ^ foorlhc, at sucn convenient times as ilioy 
be offered ; and tins tbei fore would I have shall liave intelligence or cspiall upon the 
stronger then any of the rest, because it enemye, will so drive him from one side to 
should be most cnforceil, and most employed, another, and tenuis him ainongest them, that 
and that thev might f ut wardes at Balia- he shall finde no where safe to keepe his 
shaiiic and Belike, and all those passages, creete, rr %hle himselfe, but flying from the 
The last would I sett about Moucham or lire shall fan into the water, and out of one 
Belterbcrt, soc as it should frontc both ujxm daungcr into another, that in shorte space 
the enemye that waye, and also keepe the his creete, wliich is his moste sustcnauncc, 
couiitreys of Cavan and Meatli in awe from shallai uasted in praying, or killed in dri- 
pas«*ing of stragglers and outgadders from ving, or starved for wante of pasture in 
those partes, whtVice they use to come foorthc, the woodes, and he hiniself bn)ught. soe lowe, 
and oftentimes use woorke much mischeif. that he shall have iioc harte nor ahilityc to 
And to everyc of these garrisons of 2000 endure his wretchedness, the Inch will 
footemen I would Itivc 200 horsemen added, surely dlnne pass in very shorte space ; for 
for the one without tlie other can doe but one winters well following of him will soe 
litle service. The fou re garri. ons, tlius pluckc him on his knees, Uiat he will never 
being placed, I would liave to be vittayled be abte to stand up agnyne. 
afore hand for halfe a ^’ear, which yc will say Eudax. Doe vou then thinke the winter 
to be hanle, considering the corruption and time fittest for tlic service of Ireland ? Howe 
usual! >vast of victualls But jvliy sliould not falles it tlxen that our moat employmentes be 
they be as well vittayled for soe long time, as in sommer, and the armyes then ledd com- 
thc shippes are usuall^'e fur a year^, and monly foorthe? 

sometimes twa seing it is easyer t8 keepe Iren. It is surely misconceaved ; for it is 
them on landeThen on water ? Theyr bread not with Ireland as it is with other coun- 
iMuild I have in ttowre, soe as it might be treyes, where the warres flame most in som- 
buked still to serve theyr necessary wnntc. mer, and the helmetts glister briglitest in the 
Theyr drinke also there brewed witliin them, fayre suiincshine : But in Ireland the winter 
from time to time, and theyr beef before hand yraldcth best service, for then the trees are 
barelled, the which may be used as it is bare and naked, which use both to doth 
needefull ; for I make noe doubt but fresh and howse the keame i the grounde is cold 
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and wett, which useth to be his bedding ; the 
ayreis shurpc and bitter, which useth to blowc 
through his naked sides and legges; the 
kine are barren and without milkc, wliich 
useth to be his onely foode, neither yf ho 
kill them then, will they yeeldc him any* llesh, 
nor yf he kcepe them will they give him any 
foode; besides then being all in calfe (fur 
the most parte) they will, througl^ much 
chasing and driving, cast all theyr calves and 
loose ^eyr milke, which should rctayne hkn 
the next sominer. . 

Eudox, I doe well understand your rea- 
son ; but, by your leave, I have hearde it 
otherwise sayde, of some that were outlawes, 
that in soramer they kept themselves quiett, 
but in winter they would playe theyr partes, 
and when tlie iiightcs were longest, then 
bume and spoyle most, soc that they might 
safely retume before da^c. a 

Iren. 1 have likewise hearde, and also 
seenc proof therqf trewe: Hut that was of 
such outlawes as were either abiding in well 
inhabited countreyes, as in •Mounster, or lior- 
dcring to the English pale, as Eeugh Mae 
Hughe, the Kevanaghs, the Moores, the 
Dempsyes, the Ketins, the Kellyes or such 
like : lor for them indeedc the winter is the 
fittest time of spoyling and robbing, lx‘causc * 
the nightes arc then (as ye say) longest and 
darkest, and also the countreyes rouiide about 
are then fullest of conic, and good provision 
to be evciye where gotten by thrai ;^ut it is 
forre otherwise witli a strongc jidJipledeiiemyo 
tliat poBsesseth a whole couiitrey, for the 
otlier being but a fewo, are indede privilye 
lodged, and kept in our. villages, and corners 
nigh die woodes and mountaynes, by some 
theyr privye frcndes,,to whom they bring 
theyr spoyles and steallhes, and of whom 
they continuollye receave secrett relief ; but 
the open enemye having all his Couiitrey 
wasted, what by himself, and what by the 
souldiours, lindeth then succour in noe place. 
Townes there are none of which he ma^.gett 
spoyle, they are all bumte; countrey bowses 
and famiours tliere are none, they be all 
fledd ; bread he hath none, he ploughed not in 
sommer ; flesh he hath, but yf he kill it in 
winter, he shall wantc milke in sommer, and 
shortly want life. Therfore if they be well 
followed but one winter, ye sliall have litle 
woorke with them the next sommer. 

Eudox. 1 doc nowe well perceave the dif- 
ference, and doe verely thinke that the winter 
time is the fittest for service : withall I per- 
ceive the manner of your handlinge the ser- 
vice, by drawing Buddayne draughtes upon 


the enemye, when ho looketh not for you, 
and to watche advaunti^es upon him as he 
doth upon you. By which straight keeping 
of them in, and not suflring them long at 
any time to rest, I must needes thinke that 
they will soone be brought lowe, and driven 
to great extromityec. ..Ill which w'hen you 
have perfouriAd,* and brciUght them tff*the 
verye last cast, suppose that they will ofler, 
either to come in unto you and submitt them- 
selves, or that some of them will sceke to 
withdrawe themselves, whut is your advise to 
doe? will you have them receaved? 

Iren. Noe; but at the beginning of those 
warres, and when ^hc garrisons are well 
plaunted and fortifyeil, 1 would wish a pro- 
clamalmn were made genernllye and to come to 
theyr know lege: — That what persons soever 
M'ould withui twenty dayesabsolutly snbinitt 
themselves, (excepting onely the very prin- 
cipalis ami ring-leader% should linde’ grace : 
I doubt not, but upon the settling of those 
garrisons, such a terrour and neerc consider- 
ation of theyr perillous estate wilbe stricken 
into most of them, that they will uivett 
t(^ drawc awave frqjp theyr leaders. And 
agayne I well knoive that the rebells them- 
selves (as I sawe by proof in the Desmonds 
warres) will tunic away all theyr rascall 
people, whom they thinke unserviceable, as 
old men, women, children, and hindes, (which 
they call churles), ^lich would onely wost 
tlieyr victualls, and yeeld them noe ayde; but 
rhej'r cattcll they ivill surely kecfie awuiy: 
'Ihese therfore, though pollicye would tunie 
them backc agayne that they might the 
rather consume and aftlicte the other rebclls, 
yet in a pity full commiseration I could wish 
them to be receaved ; the rather for that this 
base sortc people iloth not for the most parte 
rebell of himself, having noc harte ther- 
unto, but is of force draiBbn by the graunde 
rebells into theyr actions, and*carryed away 
with the vyolence of the streaine, els he 
should be sure to loose all that he hath, and per- 
haps his life also ; the which nowe he carryeth 
unto them, in hope to enjoy them there, but 
he is there bylhe strong rebells themselves 
soone turned out of all, soe that the constraynte 
hcrof ^may in him deserve pardon. Likewise 
yf anybf theyr able men or giuitellinen shall 
then ofler to come awayc, and?to bring theyr 
cattell with them, as some noe doubtc may 
steale them previlye away, I wish them alsde 
to be receaved, for the disabling of the enemye, 
but withall, that good assuraunce may be 
taken for theyr true behaviour and absolute 
submission, and that the:' hen be not suf- 
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frcil to remainc anic longer in those part&s, 
noc nor about the garrisons, but sent uwaie 
into the inner partes of the rcaliuc, and dis- 
persed in such sort as they shall not come 
togither, nor easelic returne if they would : 
For if they might be suffreil to remayne 
about the garrison, and then- inhabite, as they 
wiU offer to till the groumle and yeeld a 
groate parte of the profit t therof, and ot 
theyr cattell, to the Coronell, wherwith they 
have heretofore tempted many, i,hey would 
(as T have by exporieneo knowen) be ever 
after such a gall and inconvenience unto 
them, as that theyr prolitt should not recora- 
pence theyr hurte ; lor they will piivih-e 
releive theyr frendes tMat are fooithc ; they 
will send the enemye secrett ad veijfi semen t 
of all their purposes and journeyes which 
they meane to make upon them ; they wdll 
also not sticke to drawe the enemye privilie 
uppon them, yea arid to betraye the forte if 
selfe, hy discov’eiy (P of all her defectes and 
disadvaiintages (yf any be) to the cutting of 
all theyr throatea. For avoyding wherof 
and many other inconveniences, 1 wish that 
they should be carryed farre from thence into 
pome other partes, soeathat (as I sayd) tfcey 
come in and submitt themselves, u|)on the 
first summons : but afterwardes I w’ould have, 
none receaved, but left to theyr fortune and 
miserable end. My reason is,' for that those 
which will afterwardes remayne without are 
stoute and obstinat recalls, such as will never 
be made dutifull and obedient, nor brought to 
labour or civill conversation, having once 
tasted that licentious life, and being aciiuaiiit- 
ed with spoyles and outrages, wdll ever after 
be readye for the like occasions, soe as there 
is noe hope of theyr amendment or recoveiye, 
and therfore neeEefull to be cutt of. 

Evdox. Surely of such desperat persons 
as will willfully &llow’e the course of theyr 
owne follye, there is noe compassion to be had, 
and for others ye have proposed a mercifull 
meanes, much more then they have deserved : 
but what then shalbc the conclusicm of this 
warro ? for you have prclixed a shorte time 
of the continuaunce therof. 

. Iren. ITie end (I assure me) wil be very 
shorte and much sooner then can be (in soe 
greate a trouble, as it seemeth) hopejj[/or. all- 
though thcr% should none of them fall by 
the swoonle, nor be slayne by the s<iuldiuur, 
yet thus being kept from manuraunco, and 
theyr cattell from running abrode, by this 
harderestraynte they would quickly consume 
themselves, and devoure one another. The 
proof wherof I sawe sufficiently ensampled in 


those late w'arrcs in Mounster; for notwith- 
standing that the same was a most riche and 
plentifull conn trey, full of eornc and cattell. 
that y'oii would have thought they would 
have bene able to stand long, yet ere one 
yeare and a halfc thc}'^ were brought to such 
wretehednesH, as that any stonye harte would 
have rued tlie same. Out of every comer >ol' 
the woodcs and glinnes tliey came creeping 
foortlte upon theyr handcs, for theyr Icgges 
could not beare them ; they looked like ana- 
ft)mycs of di'ath, tluy spake like ghostes 
ciying out of theyr 'graves ; they rlid eate of 
the tlead carrions, happy were they yf they 
could tinde them, yea, and one another soone 
after, insoemnch as the very carcasses they 
spared not to scrape out «)f theyr graves; and 
yf they fouiide a i»lottc td water-cresses or 
sham-rokos tlierc tlicy flocked as to a feast for 
the time, \'et not able long to continue there- 
withal!; thaf in shorte space there were none 
allmost h‘ft, and a most populous and plen- 
tiful! eountrey su(ldaynl|^ made voyde of 
man or beast: yet sure'in all thatAvarrc, there 
perished not niafty by the swoordc, but all by 
the extremitye of famine which they them- 
st'lves had wrought. 

Endox. It is a wonder that you tell, and 
more to be wonmred howc it should soe shortly 
come to pass. 

Iren, It is most true, and the reason also 
very readye ; for ye must conccavc that the 
strength of all that nation is tlic Keurne^ 
(lallogtos^Stokaghe, Horsemen, and iiorse- 
boyes, the which having bene never used to 
have any thing of their owne. and nowe 
living upon the spnylc of others, make noe 
spare of any thingji but havocke and con- 
fusion of all they meete with, wliether it be 
theyr owme frendes tgoodes, or theyr foes. 
And yf they happen to gett never soc great 
spoyles at any time, the same they consume 
and wjfst in a trice, as naturally delighting 
in spoyle, though it doe themselves noe goo<l. 
On the other siile, whatsoever they leave un- 
sprti^ the souldiour, when he coinelh there, 
he havocketh and sjioyleth likewise, soe that 
betwene them both nothing is very shortly 
left. And yet this is very necessaryc to be 
done for the soone finishing of the warre ; and 
not onely this in this wise^ but also all those 
subjectes which border upon those parts, are 
either to be removed and draiven awav, or 
likewise to be spoyled, that the eneraye'may 
find noe succour therebye: for what the 
souldiour spares the rebell will surely spoyle. 

Eudox. 1 doe nowe well understand yoa 
But noive when all thinges are brought to 
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tliis pass, and a1] fillrd with tiii.s nifiill spec- 
tacle of soemany wretched carcasses starvinj;, 
poodlyc countreys wasted, see hiipe a desola- 
tion and confusion, as even 1 that doe lint 
heare it from you, and doe picture it in luy 
mynde, doc preath'c pittvc and eoininiserato 
it,* yf it shall happen, tliat tlie state of tins 
miserye and lamentable imape of thinpes 
shal be told, and feelingly jircsented to her 
Sacred Mi^estic, being by nature Aill of 
mercye and clemencye, whoe is most inclinable 
to such pityfull complnynts, and will not dh- 
Hurc to heare such trsige^lyes made of her 
people and poore snbjeetes as some about her 
may insinuate ; then she perhap*?, for verve 
compassion of such calamityes, \\ ill not onc- 
ly stopp the stream c of such violence, and 
returnc to her woonted niildcnessc, but also 
conne them litle thankes A\hich have bene 
the authors andcounsellours of such blooddic 
platformes. Soe 1 rcmembci* in the late 
government of the good J>ord (Jrayc, when, 
after long travell and many perilous assayes, 
he had brought tliingcs alluiost to this pass 
that ye spcakc of, and that%hcn it was even 
maile readye for reformation, and might have 
bene brought to what her Majestic would, 
like complaynte tvas made i^aynst him, that 
lie was a blouilye man, and “egarded not, the 
life of her .snbjeetes noe more then dogges, 
but had wasted and consumed all, soe as 
nowe she had nothing almost left, but to 
raigne in theyr ashes; her Majesties eare was 
soone lente thereunto, and all/suddaynly 
turned topsy ( urvy ; the ntiblc iford eft-sioncs 
was blamed ; the wTCtched people jiittyed ; and 
new counsells plotted, in which it was con- 
cluded that a general pardon should be sent 
over to all that w’ould accept of it, uppon 
W'hieh all former purples were blaunked the 
Govcrnoiir at. a have, and not oiiely all that 
greatc and long charge, which she had lie- 
fnre bene at, (]uitc lost and caneelTed, but 
also that hope of good which was even at. 
the doore putt baeke, and eleane frustrated. 
All which, whether it be true, or noep 5 'our 
Bclfo can well tell. 

Irtn. To true, Eudoxus, tlie more the 
pittye, for 1 ma}' not forgett soe memorable a 
thing: neither can 1 be igiiorauntc of that 
perillous devise, and of the wdiolc meanes by 
which it was compassed, and very eiiniiingly 
contrived by sowing first dissention bctuciie 
him and an other Noble Personage, wherin 
they both founde at length howe notably 
thev had bene abused, and howe therby, 
under-hand, this universal alteration of 
thinges was brought aboutc, but then to late 


to stave the same ; for in the meane time all 
that was formerly done with long labour and 
groat toyle, was (as you say) in a moment 
undone, and tliat good J..ord blotted with the 
name of a bloiidv man, whom, who that well 
knewe, kiiewe him to lie most geutell, affable, 
loving, and temperate; but that ihc iiece.s- 
sitye of that p^sent .state of thinges enfojoed 
him to that vmicnee, and allmost cliannged 
bis very naturall disjiosition. liut otherwise 
he was soe farr from delighting in blond, that 
oftentimes lie suftred not just veiigcanee to 
fall vxhere it v as de.servetl and even .some of 
those which were afterwardes his neisisors 
had tasted to much of bis mercye, and were 
from the gallowos brKught to be bis accusers. 
Rut hi§ course indeede was tbi.s, that he 
sfinred not the beades and principalis of any 
miselieivoiis ]>raetizc or rebellion, but sliewcd 
sharpe judgement 011 them, cheifiy lor ex- 
amples sake, that all the meaner sorte, which 
also then were genei allye infected v\ it h that 
evill, might by terronr tberof be reclavraed, 
and saved, } f it might be possible, i'or in 
that last (‘o'nspiracyc of some of the English 
I’ale, thinkc you not that there were mauve 
mure guiltye tlien tl#y that felt the punish- 
ment, or was there any alluiost cicre from 
the same? yet lie touched oiielv a fewe of 
speeiall note ; and in tlie tryall o^ them alsoe 
even to prevente the hlaine of crueltie and 
liartfall dealing, as seeking tlieyr blond, 
whieli ho, in his greu^wiscdomc (as it seem- 
eth) did fore-see would be ohjeeted agaynst 
him ; he, for the avovding therof, did use a 
singular discretion and regarde. Eor the 
Jurye that went upon theyr tryall, lie made 
to be chosen out of tlieyr 'neerest kinsemen, 
and thevr Judges he made of some of theyr 
owiie fathers, of others tfleyr uncles and 
dearest freiides, whoe, when they could not 
but justly eomlemne tliem, yet uttred theyr 
jiiilgcmcnt in aboundaunec of tearos, and 
yet he even heriii was counted bloudye and 
cruell. 

Kvihx. Indeede soe have 1 hearde it 
often here spoken, and 1 perceave (as I all- 
waves verely thougliO that it was most un- 
justlye ; for lietwas allwa\ es knowen to be a 
most just, siiiccn', godly, and right noble 
man, from such sterne.ss, farr from such 
unrighteousnes. Rut in that^liarjie execu- 
tion of the Spanyardcs at tlie Forte of Smer- 
w'icke, 1 heard it spceiallyc noted, and, yf it 
were true as some reported, surclye it was a 
great touche to him in honour, for some say 
that he promised them life ; others that at 
least he did putt them in hope therof. 
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Iren. Both the one and the other is most 
untrue ; for this I can assure you, my selfe 
bein^ as neere them as any, that he was soe 
farr from either promising', or puttinpf them 
in hope, that when lirst theyr Sccretarye, 
called, as I remember, Jacques Goffray, an 
Italian, being sent to treate with the ‘Lord 
l)e[fatye for grace, was flatht denyed ; and 
afterwardes theyr Coronell, named Don Se- 
bastian, came foorthe to introate that they 
might parte with theyr armes like souldiours, 
at least with theyr" liveji, according to the 
customc of w'arrc and lawe of nations, it was 
strongely denyed him, aud tolde him by the 
Lord L)c])ulye himselfc^that they could not 
justlye pleade either customo of warre, or 
lawe of nations, for that they Averc not any 
lawfull enemyes ; niul yf they were, he willed 
them t<» she‘we by Avhat commission they 
came thither into another Princes dominions 
to wan’e, Avhether frti^n the Pope or the King 
of Spayne, or any other: the Avhich when 
they sayd the}’ had not, but were onely ad- 
venturers that came to bcekc fortune abnulc, 
and serve in warres amongest the Irisli, avIio 
desired to entertayne them, it Avas then to^e 
them, that the Irish thtanselvcs, as the Karlc 
and John of Desmonde AA’ith the rest, were 
iioe lawfull enemyes, but rebclls and tray- 
tours; and therfore they that came to suc- 
cour them noe better then roges and runna- 
gates, specially coming^with noe lycence, nor 
commission from theyr OAvne Kiiig : Soe as 
it should be dishonorable for him in the 
name of his C^ueene to condicion or make 
any termes with such rascal! s, but left them 
to theyr choise, to yeelde and submitt them- 
selvesi ornoe. Whernpon the sayd Coronel 
did absolutely yaeld himsclfc and the forte, 
with all therin, and craved onely mercye, 
which it being not thought good to shcAve' 
them, both for d«inger of themselves, yf, 
being saved, they should afterwardes joync 
with the Irish, and also for terrour to the 
Irisli, who were much emboldened by those 
forrayne succours, and also putt in hope of 
more ere long; there Avas noe other wav but | 
to make that shorte end of ^icm which was | 
made. Therfore most untriielye and ma- 
liciously doe tJiese evill tonges backbite and 
slaunder the sacred ashes of that mb$t just 
and lionorablePpersonage, whose least A’ertue, 
of many most excellent AA'hich abounded in 
his hcroycoll spiritt, they Avere neA’er able to 
aspire unto. 

Ewhix. Tmlyu, Irenaeus, I am right gladd 
to be thus satisfyed by you in that I have 
often hearde questioned, and yet was never 


able, till nowo, to choke the mouth of such 
detractoura Avith the certayne knowledge of 
theyr slnuTulcrous untriithes: neither is the 
knowledge herof impertinent to that which 
we formerly hod in hand, I mcane to the 
thorough prosecuting of that sharpe course 
which ye have sett doAvne for the bringing 
under of those rebells of Ulster and Uon- 
naught, and preparing a way for theyr per- 
petual! reformation, least happely, By any 
such sinister suggestions of crueltye and to 
much hloudshedd, qll the plott ‘might bu 
OA’crthrowen, and all the cost and labour 
therin employed be utterly lost and cast 
awayc. 

Iren. Ye say most true; for, after that 
Lordcs calling away from thence, the two 
Dmlos Justices continued but a while: of 
Avliich the one was of myiide, (as it seemeth) 
to haA’^e continued in the footing of his pre- 
dcccssour, but that he was courbed and rea- 
trayned. But the other was more mildely 
dis])osed, as Avas mccte for his profession, and 
Avilling to haA’c ^11 die. pityfull woundes of 
that commonAvealth healed and recured, but 
not Avith that heede as they should be. After 
whom Sir John Perrot, succeding (as it were) 
into another nut is han’^cst, foiinde an open 
AA’ay to what course he list, the which he bent 
not to that poynte which the former gover- 
nours intended, but rather quite contraiye, 
as it Averc in scorne of the former, and in a 
vayne v^u^te of his ownc counsells, with the 
AA’hich he wiLi to willfullye carryed ; for he 
tiid treade downe and disgrace all the Eng- 
lish, and sett uf> and countenaunce the Irish 
all that he could, whether thinking dierby 
to make them more tractable and buxome to 
his government, (wh^in he thought much 
amiss) or priA’ily plotting some other purposes 
of his owiie, as it partly afterwardes appeared ; 
but surely his manner of government could 
not be sounde nor holsome for that lealme, 
being soe contrarA’e to the former. For it 
was^ven as two physitians should take one 
sicke bodye in hand at two sundrye times ; 
of Avhich Uie former would minister all thinges 
meete* to purge and keepe under the bodye, 
the other to pamper and strengthen it sud- 
ilainly agayne, wherof what is to be looked 
for blit a most daungeroiis relapse? That 
Avhich we see nowe through his nile, and the 
next after him, happened thereunto, being 
nowe more daungerously sicke then ever 
before. Therfore by all meanes it must be 
fore-seme and assured, that after once entring 
into this course, of reformation, there be after- 
wardes noe remorse or drawing backe for the 
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sight of any such rufiill object&s as must 
therupnn followe, nor for compassion of theyr 
calamityes, seing that by noe other menncs 
it is possible to rccure them, and that these 
are not of will, but of veiy urgent nccessitye. 

Evdox, Thus farre then ye have nowc 
proceeded to plaiinte your garrisons, and tu 
directe theyr services ; of the which never- 
theless I must ncedes coiiceave thft there 
cannot be any ceitayne direction sett downe, 
soe that they must followe the occasions that i 
shal be dayly oflred, and diligenlly awnytod. 
Hut, by your leave (Ircnaeus), notwithstand- 
ing all* this your carefull fore-sight and pro- 
vision, (me t'hinkcs) 1 sec an evill lurkc unes- 
pyed, that may chaunce to hazardc all the 
hope of this great service, yf it be not very 
well looked intx) ; and that is, the corruptions 
of theyr captainos ; for though they be placed 
never soe caretully, and thdjrr coinpaiiyes 
tilled never soe sutiiciently, yet may they, yf 
they list, discariJe whom th«‘y pli'asc, and 
send away such as will perhaps willingly be 
riddof that daungcrous aii<l hardc service ; 
the which (I wote well) is theyr common 
customc to doe, when they' are lay'd in garri- 
son, for then they may* better hide their 
defaults, then when they ait in campo, wherc^ 
they’ are continually e>*ed and noted of all 
men. Besides, when tfieyr pay conicth, they 
will (as they say) detayne the greatest portions 
theiof at *theyr pleasure, by an liundreth 
shiftes that iiecde not hecre to,i'b<4 named, 
through which they oftentime^Meceave the 
Boiddiours, abuse the Qucciie, and greatly 
hinder the service. Soe that lett the (^iieenc 
pay never soe fullye, lett the muster-master 
viewe them never soe diligently, lett the 
deputyeor generall Uxikcto them never soeex- 
actlyVy'ct they can cossen them all. Therlore 
(me se'enies) i’t were good, yfit he possible, to 
make some provision for this inconilnience. 

Iren. It w ill surely be very' harde ; but 
the eheifest lielpc for prevention lierof must 
bo the care of the coronel that hath |lic go- 
vernment of all his gairisoii, to have an eye 
to theyr alteration, to knowc the nomber 
and the names of the sicke souldiours, and the 
slayne, tu marke and observe theyT rankes 
in they'r daylye rising foorthe to the service, 
by which he cannot easelye be abused, soe 
tliat he himself be a man of speciall assur- 
aunce and integritye. And therforc greate 
regarde is to ^ had in the choosing and 
appoynting of them. Besides, I would not by 
any meones that the cafitaynes should have 
the paying of theyr souldiours^but that there 
^ould be a pay-master appoynted,of specUU 


trust, which t<hould pave everye man accord- 
ing to his captaynes tickett, and the ac* 
coumpto of the clarkc of his bandc, for by 
this meancs the captayne will never seeke to 
falsifye his alterations, nor to diminish his 
companye, nor to dcceave his souldiours, 
when nothing therof shal be for his gayne. 
This is the manner of the Spanyardcs cap- 
tayni^ whoe never hath to meddle with his 
souldiours paye, and indeedc scometh the name 
as base to be counted his souldiours pagadur ; 
whereas the contrary amongest us hath 
brought thinges to soe badd a pass, that thero 
is noe captayne, but thinkes his band very 
suilicient, yf he mufter thrcscoro. and stickes 
not tivsay openly', that he is unwoorthy of 
a capTaynship, tiiat cannot make it woorth 
500/. by' the yeare, the which they right well 
verefye by the proofe. 

Eudox. Truly 1 thinkc this a ven’e good 
mcanc to a\ oyde that^inconvcnienre* of cap- 
ta.vnes abuses. But what say you of the co- 
ronel? whnt authorityp thinkc you mocte to 
bo given him ? whether will ye allowe him to 

S rotecte, to safe conduct e, and* to have marshall 
tw'o as they arc accustomed ; 

Iren. Yea vercly, but all these to be limitted 
with verye straight instructions. As thus for 
protections, that they shall have authorityo 
after the first proclamation, for the space of 
twentye dayes, to protect all that shall come 
in unto them, and ^em to sende unto the 
Lord Deputye wdth theyr safe conducte or 
pass, to be at his disposition ; but soe as none 
of them returne backe agay'iie, being once 
come in, but be presently' sent away out of 
the countrey, unto the next shcrrift, and so 
convayed in safetyc. And likewise for mar- 
shall law'C, that to the souldioiir it be not ex- 
tended, but by try'all formerly' made of hiN 
cry'nie, by' a jury'e of his fcllowe souldiours as 
it ought to be, and not rSshly e at the will or 
displeasure of the coronel, as L have sometimes 
scene to lightly'e. And as for others of the 
rcbells that shall light into theyr handes, 
that they be well aw'are of what condition 
they' be, and what holding they have. For, in 
the last generall warres there, I knewe many 
good freeholders executed by' marshall lawe, 
whos% landcs were tliereby'* saved to theyr 
heyres,*which should otlierw'is^avc escheated 
to' her Majestic. In all which, the greate 
discretion and uprightness of the corond 
himself is to be the eheifest stay both for all 
these doubts, and for many other diificultyes 
that may in the service happen. 

Eudox. Your caution is verve good ; but 
nowe touching the arche-rebell himselfe, I 
uy 
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meanc the Earle of Tyrone, if he, in all the thereunto mounted upon his backe, and soe 
time of these ■warres, should offer to come in following tlie ataggo ere longe slewe him, 
and submitt himscire to her Majestic, would hut then when the horse would have him 
you not have him rcceaved, giving good light he refused, hut kept him ever after in 
hostages, and sutlicient assuraunce of him- his aerviee and subjection. Such, I doubt 
self? not, would he the pnMif of Shane O-Ncale-is 

/rgn. Noe, maiye; for there is noe doubt, sonnes. 'I'herfore it is most daungerous^to 
but he will offer to' eome in, as*^he hath done attempt any such jilott; for oven that very 
diverse times allreadye, but it is without any manner of plott, was the ineanes by which 
intent of true siibmisaion, as the effect hath this tray terous Karle is nowe made soe great : 
■well shewed ; neither indede can he nowe, yf tirnwhenas the last 0-Ncale, culled Tyrrelaghe 
he would, come in at all, nor give that 0-Ncale, beganne to stand u]>on some tickell 
assuraunce of himselfc that should be mc<‘te, termers, tins fellowe, then called Huron of 
for being, as he is, very suttell-headed, seing Dnngannan, ivas sett up as it were to beanie 
himsclfc nowe soe farre engaged in this badd him, and countcnaunced and strengthened by 
action, can he thinkc that by his submission the Quecne so larrc, as that he is nowe able 
he can purchase to himsclfc any safetye, but to kcepc her selfe play : much like unto a 
that hereafter, when thinges shal be quieted, gamester that having lost all, borroweth of 
these his villanyes w ill ev'cr be remerabred? his next iellow gamester that is the most 
And whensoever he shall treade awrye (as winner, somoiwhat to mayntayne play, wilh 
needes the most rig^ous must sometimes) which he, setting unto him agayiic, shortly 
advauntage wil be taken therof, an a breachc therby winneth all from tl|e winner, 
of his pardon, and he brought to a reckning Eudox. Was this rcbell first sett up by 
for all former matters: besides, hoive hanic the ()ucne (as ytm sale), and now become so 
it is now for him to frame himselfc to sub- iinduetifull V 

jection, that having onf“ sett before his e^^s Lcn. He ivas (1 assure yoiO the most 
the hope of a kingdome, hath thereunto outcast of .all the O-Neales then, anil lifted 
founde not onely encouragement from the up by her Maje.4lie out of the dust, to that he 
greatest King of Christendome, but also * hath nowe wrought himself unto ; and nowe 
founde great faynfness in her Majesties he playel h like the frozen snake, whoc being 
withstanding him, whereby he is animated to for compassion relieved by the husbandman, 
thinke that his powc* is to defende him, soone afi er he was wanne begann to hiss, and 
and to offend further then he hath done, threaten ckunger even to him and his. 
whensoe he please, lett everye reasonable Kudox. Tie surely then dcserveth the 
man judge. Hut yf he himsclfe should come punnishment of that snake, and should woor- 
in, and leave all other liis accomplices with- thely be hewed in peeces. Ilut yf ye like not 
out, as O-Donell, M.ac-Mahon, Magueeivhe, of the raysmg up of Shane O-Nealc-is sonnes 
and the rest, he must needes thinke that then, agaynst 'him, what say you then of that 
even they will •ere long cutt his thioate, advise wlii« li (1 hearilc) was given by some, 
W'hich having draw'cn them all into tliis to dr.we in the Scott es, to serve agaynst him? 
occasion, nowe in the middest of tlm>r how like you that advise? 
trouble givoth tJffm the slip; wlierby he 7/rn.» Much woorse then the former; for 
must needes percca%e howc impossible a whoe is he th.at is exjuTienced in those partes 
thing it is for him to submit himsclfc. But and know’eth not that the O-Ncalcs am 
3 ’et yf he would doe soe, can he give any gooil neerqfye allyed unto the Mnc-Xenles of Scot- 
assiiraunce of his obedience ? For howe weakc land, and to the Earle of Argile, from whom 
hold is there by hostages hath to often bene they use to have all theyr suwoura of those 
prooved, and that which is spoken of taking Sco'tts and Keddshankes? Besides, all tliese 
Sliane 0-Ncnle-is sonnes from him, and Scotts arc, through long continuaunce, enter- 
setting them up agaynst him is ^ verye myiigled and allyed to all the inhabitauntes 
perillous cout^sell, and not by .any mcaiies to of tlie North ; siie as there is noe liope that 
be putt in proofe , for w'cre they lett fourth they will ever be wrought to serve favthfully 
und could overthrowe him, w'hoe should after- agaynst theyr old frendes and kinsemeii ; 
wardes ovcrtlirowe them, or what assuraunce And yf they would, howe when the warres 
can he had of them ? It wil be like the tale are finished,* and they have overthrowren him 
jii iEsope of the wild horse, whoe, having shall they themselves be putt out? Hoc w'e 
enmitye agaynst the stagg came to a man to not all knowc, that the .Scotts were the first 
desire his ayde agaynst his foe, whoe ycelding iphabitaunles of all the North, and that those 
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which are nowe called North Iriuh were 
indeede very Scotts, which challent'c the 
Euncieiit inheritaunue aud dominion of aU 
that countrey to be theyr owne aunciciitly. 
This then were but to leape out of the paim 
into the fire; fur the chcifest caveat aud 
provisoe in the reformation of the Nurthc 
must be to kcepe out the Scotts. 

Eudox. Indeede, I remember thatan your 
discourse of the lirst f)eoprm^ of Ireland, you 
shewed that the Scythians or Scottes \\8re 
•the first that sate dewne in the Nortlie, 
whereby it scemeth they may challenge some 
ripfht theriii, Howe comes it then that 
0-Xeale claymcs the dominion tlierot^ and 
this Earle of Tyrone sayctli the rifrht is in 
him ? I pray you resolve me therin ; uir it is 
verye needefull to be knowen, and maketh 
most to the right of the warre agaynst him, 
whose success useth commonly t9be a<-curding 
to the justness of the cause, for which it is 
made: For jf 'JUj-rone have any right in 
thatsegniorye (meseemes) it should be wrong 
to thrust him out : or yf (aa I renienibcr ye 
sayd in the beginning) that 0-Neale, wdien 
he acknowledged the King of England for 
his liege Lord and Soveraigne, did (as he 
alleageth) reserve in the sanft; submission all 
his segiiioryes and rightes unto himselfe, it 
should be accoumpted unjust to thrust him 
out of the same. 

Iren. For the right of O- Neale in the 
scguioryc of the Xorihe, it is buniy tone at 
all : iW beside that the Kiiigef oi England 
co:iqdcrcd all the rcalme, luid thereby assumed 
and invested all the right of that land to 
themselves and theyr heyres and sueces-sonrs 
for ever, sue as nulhing was left in 0-Neulo 
but what he reccuvei backe from them, 
0-Neale himselfe never had any auncieut 
segnioryc in that cmintreye, Init what by 
usurpation and cncriK-hcincut, alter thf death 
of the Duke of Clarence, he gott upon the 
English, whose landes and possessions being 
formerly wasted b\' the Scotts, undcf^he 
leading of Eilwarde* le Bruce, (us I formerly 
declared unto you) he eft-sonos eiitred into, 
and sithence hath w-rongfullye detuyneil, 
through the other occupations and great 
affayres which the Kinges of England (suone 
alter) fell into hecre at home, sue as they 
could not intend to the recoverye of that 
countro^ ot the Northe, nor the restrayning 
of the insoleucyeof 0-Xeale; whoc, finding 
none nowe to withstand him, raigned in that 
desolation, and made himselfe Lorde of those 
fewe people that remayned ^ there, uppon 
whom ever since he hath continued his first 


usurped power, aud nowe exactcLh and ex- 
torteth upon all men w'hat he lih-t : sue tliat 
nowe to subdue or expell an usurper, sliuuld 
be uoe unjust enterprize nor wrongfull warre, 
but a restitution of auncient right unto the 
crowue of En^and, from whence they were 
most unjustlyi expelled and longe keptaiit. 

I Eudox. 1 am verye ghidd herin to be 
thus satisfyed by you, that 1 maj’ the Iwttcr 
satisfye them whom ollcn I have hcarde ob- 
ject these doubles, anti sluunderously to 
I barke at the courses which are held aga^mst 
that tra^'tcrous Earle and his adherentes. 

I But nowe that you have thus settled your 
j service for Ulster add Coimaughte, 1 >vould 
I be ghuhl to heare your opinion for the pro- 
. scenting of Feugh Mac II iigbc, whoe being 
but a base villcyn, and of himselfe of noe 
power, y(‘t sue continually troubleth that state, 
uotwMthslanding that 1^ lycth under theyr 
' nose, that I disdayne Ins bold arrogauucye, 
and thinke it to be the greatest iudignitye to 
the (iucene that may be, to suiter such a 
ca\ tiff to play such Hex, and by his example 
not only to give harte and eneouradg(‘ment to 
alhsuch bold rcbells, tout also to } eeld them 
succoure aud refuge agaynst her Majestye, 
whensoever they H\ e into his Cummerreeighe: 
wherfore I would first wish, before vou enter 
into A our plott of service agaynst liim, that 
you should luyc open by what incanes he, 
lieing sue base], first lifted himsedte up to this 
daungcrons greatnes, and how he mayn- 
taineth his parte agaynst the Queeiie ami 
her [Huver, notwithstanding all that hath 
bene done and attcmpicd agai nst him. And 
whether also he hath any firetence of right 
in the landes which he ho^cth, or in the 
warres that he maketh for the same? 

Iren. I will soe, at your pleasure, and 
since ye desire to know hi|^ fir*.! beginning, I 
will m»t only discover the first beginning of 
his privat how’sc, but also the originall of all 
his sept, of the Bimes and Tooles, so farre as 
I have loarnrd the same from some of them- 
selves, and gathered the rest by readinge : 
This people of the Birnes and Tooles (as 
before I .shewcc> unto you my conjecture) 
discended from the auncient Brittons, which 
first inhabited all those Easterne partes of 
Ireland, as theyr names doc Jsetoken; for 
Brin in the Brittons language signifyetli 
hillye, and T<d hole, valley or darke, wliich 
names, itseemeth, they tooke of the countrey e 
which they inhabited, W'hich is all very 
mountayne and woodye. In the w'hich it 
seemeth that ever sithence the coming in of 
the English with Deurmuid-ne-Galh, ^ey 
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have continued : Whether that thcyr countrcy bcginneth nowo to overcrowe soe high moun- 
bdng Boe rude and inoiintaynous was of them taynes, and make hiinselfe grcate protectour 
dispised, and thought not woorthye tlie in- of all outlawes and rcbells that will iepa 3 rre 
habiting, or that they were receaved to grace unto him. But doe you thinke he is nowe 
by them, and suflred t« cnjoye theyr lands soe daungerous an enemyc as he is counted, 
as unfitt for any other, yet it seemeth tliat m or that it is soe harde to take him dowue as 
sonvt places of the same they did putt foote, some suppose? ^ y 

and fortifyed with sundrye castolLs, of which Jren. Noe verely, there is noe great 
the riiynes oncly doe there now remaync, reckniiAg to be made of him ; for had he 
since which time they arc growen to that ever beiic taken in hand, when the rest of 
strength, that they arc able to lift up hand tBe rcalmc (or at least tJic jjartes adjourning) 
agaynst all tW state; and nowe lately, had bene quiett, as the honourable gcntcllmaii 
through the boldness and late good success of that nowe governeth there (1 ineane Sir 
this Fciigh Mac Hugh, they are soe tarr em- William Bussell) gave a notable attempte 
bjddened, that they tlfteaten perill even to therunto, andhadwoortliely perfourmedit,yf 
Dublin, over whose necke they co^inually his course had not bene crossed unhappely, 
hange. But touching your demaunde of this he could not have stoode three monthes, nor 
Feuglic-is right unto that countrcy or the ever have looked up agaynst a verve meane 
segniorye which he clay^cs therin, it is most power : but nowe all Uie partes about him 
vayne and arrogaui^c. For this ye cannot be being up in C madding moode, as the Moores 
ignoraunte of, that n, was parte of that which in Lease, the Kevenoghs in the countyc of 
was given in inhcritaunce b\' Deurmuid Mac Wexfordc, and some of the Butlers in the 
Murrfjghe, King of Leinster, to Strangbowe countye of Kilkennyc, they all flockc unto 
with his daughter, and which Strangbowe gave him, and draws unto Ids countrey, os to a 
over to the King and to his heyres, soe as the strong hold where they thinke to be safe 
right is absolutely nowe in her Majestic; r>nd fmm all that prosecute them: And from 
yf itwerenot, yet could it not be in this Feugh, thence lliey doe at thcyr pleasures breake out 
nut in 0-Brin, which is tlie ancient lord of al^ into all thebor^s adjbyning, which are well 
thotcountiey;forheand his nuncestours were peopled countreyes, as the countyes of 
but followers unto O- Brin, and his grandfather, Dublin, of Kildare, of Catarlaghe, of Kil- 
Slmne Mac Tirrelaghe, was a man of meanest keiiny, of Wexforde, with the spbilcs wherof 
regardc amongest thcif., neither having wealth they vi tt ell and strengthen themselves, which 
nor power. But his sonne Hughe Mac Shane, othcrwis^should in shorte time be starved, 
*the fatiicr of this Feughe, tirst beganne to and soone^liined away ; soe that what he is 
lift up his head, and through the stren^h of himselfc you may hereby soone perceave. 
and greate fastness of Glan-Maleeirh, which Euflojr. Then, by soe much as I gather 
idjoynctli unto his howae of Ballinecorrih, out of your speaches, the next wa}' to end 
Jrewc unto him many thevos and out-lawes, the warres with him, and to mote him quite 
which fledd unto the succour of that out, shoiiM be to ksepe him from invading 
gliuuc, os to a saunctuarye and brought those countreyes adjourning, which (as I 8U|>- 
unto him part& of the spoyle of all the jiose) is to be'donc, either by drawing oJl tlie 
(MJimtrey, througli which he grewe stronge, inhabftauntes of those next borders away, 
and in shorte space got to himselfc a greate and leaving them utterly w'ast, or by plant- 
name thereby amongest the Irish, in whose ing garrisons upon all those frontiers about 
fooling thishissonnecoutinuing hath, through hin% tliat, when he shall bre^c foorthe, 
many unhappy occasions, encrcased his said may sett upon him and shorten his returne. 
name^ and tlie opinion of his greatness, soe Iren. Ye conceave rightlye, Eudoxus, 
that nowe he is become a iluungerous enemy but for the dispeopling and driving away of 
to deale withall. aU the inhabitauntes from the countreysalMut 

Eudox. Surely I can comend jum that, him, which ye speake of, should be a great 
being of hinpelfe of soe base condition, hath confusion and trouble, as well for the unwill- 
through his owne hardiness liilf-d himsclfe ingness of them to leave theyr possessinnH, 
up to that height that he dare now to fronte as also for placing and providing for them in 

yirinces, and make tenues with greate poten- other countreyes, (me seemes) the better 

tates ; the which as it is honorable to him, course should be by plaiinting of garrisons 
. soe it is to them most diagracefull, to be about him, the which, whensoever he shall 

bearded of such a base varlett, that being loeke foortk, or be drawen out with desire 

but of late growen out of the dounghill of the spoyle of those borders, or for nccea- 
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Hitye of vittcll, shal be allvrayes readyc to 
intercept his f^ing or coming. 

Eudox. Where then doe 3'e wish these 
garrisons to be plaunted tliat they may serve 
best agayust him ; and howe manye in everye 
garrison ? 

Iren. I my selfc, by reason that (as I 
told you) 1 am noe martiall man, will not 
take uppou me to directe so dauigcrous 
affayres, but onely as I understood by the 
.purposes and plotts, which the Lord (Tniyc 
‘who was well experidnced in that ‘ sendee, 
agaynst him did layedowne : to the periburm- 
aunce whereof he onely rei^uircil a 1000 
men to be laycd in fowre garrisons ; that is, 
at llalliiiecorrih 200 footeracn and 50 horse, 
which should shutt him out of his great 
gliiine, whereto he soc much trusteth; at 
Kiiockelough 200 footemeu and 50 horse, to 
answere the countyc of Catarlajflic ; at Arkloe 
or Wickloe 200 lootemen to defend all that 
side towarde tile sea; in Shelclagh 100 
footemen which should cutt him from Uie 
Kevanaghs, and the counfS'p of Wexforde ; 
and about the three castells 50 horsemen, 
which should defende all the countyc of 
Dublin ; and 100 footemeu at Talbots 
Townc, which should keepehim from break- < 
ing out into the countye of Kildare, and be 
allwayea on his nccke on that si<le: The 
which garrisons, soe layed, will soe busye 
him, tliat he shall never rest at home, nor 
stirre foorthe abrode but he shsyi' t)e<iiad ; as 
for his creete they cannot be above grounde, 
but they must nWles full into theyr handes 
nr starve, fur he hath noe fastness nor refuge 
for them. And as for his partakers of the 
Moores, Butlers, and Kevanaghes, they will 
sooiie leave him, wheil they sec his fastness 
and strong places thus taken from him. 

Eudox. Surely this seemath a^plott of 
great reason, and small difficultyc wiiich 
promiseth hope of a sliorte end. But what 
spcciall directions will ye sett downe for Uie 
services and risings out of these garriiAihs? 

Iren. None otlier then the present occa- 
sions shall minister unto them, and as by 
good Bpialls, wherof there they cannot wante 
store, they shall be drawen continually upon 
him, soe as one of them shal be still upon 
him, and sometimes all at one instant bayte 
him. And this (I assure iiiy selfe) will 
demaunde no longe time, 'but wil be all 
finished in the space of one yeare; which 
howe small a tiling it is, unto the eternall 
quietness which shall thereby be purchased 
to that realme, and the greft good which 
■hall giowe to her Mqjestie, should (me 


thinkes) rcadcly drawe on her Uighnes to 
the undertaking of the enterprise. 

Eudox. You have very well (me seemes), 
Ircnieus, plotted a course for the atchieving 
of those warres nowc in Ireland, which 
seeme to aske noe long time, nor greate 
charge, soe as^the effecting therof be «om- 
mitted to men of sure trust, and some ex- 
perience, as well in tlic same countrey as in 
the manner of those services ; for yf it be 
left ill the handes of such rawe captayiies as 
Bare uuallye sent out of England, being tlicrto 
preferred onely by freiidship, and not chosen 
by sufliciencyc, it will suoue fall to ground. 

Iren. Therfore itVere nicote (me thinkes) 
that smeh captayncs onely were thereunto 
employed, as have formerly served in that 
countreyc. and bene at least licutenauiitcs 
unto other captayncs there. For otherwise, 
being brought and tmnsferred from other 
services abrode, as iir Fraunce, in Spayne, 
ami in the Lone-countre\CP, though they he 
of good experience in those, and have never 
soe well deserved, yet in these tliey wil bi> 
newe to scekt‘, and. before they ha\ e gathered 
elkperience, they si All biiyc it with gicat 
loss to her Majestic, citlier by hazarding ol 
theyr companyes, through ignoraunce of tlie 
places, and manner of the Irish scrx'ices, or 
by loosing a great parte of the time that is 
reipiired hereunto, being but shorte, in which 
it might be finished, fiefore they have allinost 
token out a newe lesson, or con tell w'hat is 
to be done. 

Eudox. Y’ou are noe good frend to newe 
captayncs it sccincs, Iren., that you bane 
them from the creditt of this service: but 
(to say tructh) me think^ it w'ere meete, 
that any one, before he come to be a captayne, 
sliould have bene a souldiour ; for, ' Fatere 
qui ncscit, iicscit impe^^i-c.’ And besides, 
Uiere is great wrong done to the old soul- 
diour, from whom all mcancs of advaunce- 
ment which is due unto him is cult of by 
shuffling in these new'e cutting captuynes 
into the places for which he hath lung served, 
and perhaps better deserved. But nowc that 
you have thus*(as I suppose) finished all the 
warre, and brought all thinges to that lowe 
ebbe which ye speake of, what course will ye 
take for the bringing in of th#t reformation 
which ye intend, and recovering all thinges 
from this desolate estate, in which (me 
thinkes) I behold them nowe left, unto that 
perfect establishment and newe common- 
wealth which ye have cunceaved, of which soe 
great good may redounde to her Majestic, 
and on oasured peace be confirmed ? For that 
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is it v'hereunto wg arc nowc to looke, and 
doe gjeatlye long for, being long sitbence 
made wearye with the Imge charge which ye 
have layed iippon us, and with the strong 
endiirauncc of soe many comidayutes, soe 
manyc delayes, soe many doubts and daun- 
gersf as will hereof (I know w^ll) arise : unto 
the which before you come, it were mcctc (me 
thinkes) thatyou should takesomc order fortlie 
souldiour, which is nowc first to be discharged 
and disposed of, some way; the which yf 
yon doe not w’cll fore-see, may growe to be 
as great an inconvenience as all tin's that we 
suppose you have quitt us from, by the loose 
leaving of soe many thousand souldiours, 
which from hence foorth wil be ui#itt for 
any labour or other trade, but must either 
secko service and imployment nbrode, w'hich 
may be daungerous, or els will perhaps 
imploye themselves hecrc at home, as may be 
discomodious. 

Iren. You say verye true; and it is a 
thing indeede much misliked in this our 
common-wealth that noc better course is 
taken for such as have bene emiiloyed once 
in service, but that retirfning, either mnvmid 
and soe unable (o labour, or otherwise, though 
whole and sounde^ yet afterwardes unwilling 
to woorke, or rather willing to sett the hang- 
man a woorke. But that needeth anotlicr 
consideration ; but to this that we have nowc 
in hande, it is fane ifxim my meaning to 
leave the souldiour soe at random, or to 
hwe that -wast real me soe weake and desti- 
tute of strength, •which may both defend it 
agaA nst others tliat might seckc then to sett 
upon it. and also kepe it from that relapse 
which I before di|.l tore-east For it is one 
s]icciall good of this plott which I would 
(levise, that tIOOO souldiours of these wdiom 
1 have iiowe impl^yed in this service, and 
made throughly acquaynted b<»th with the 
state of the countrey, and manners of the 
people, should liencefoorth lie still continued, 
and for ever mayntayned of the countrey, 
without any charge to' her Majestic; and the 
rest that either are old, and unable to serve 
any longer, or willing to fall*to thrifte, as 1 
haVc scene manye souldiours after the service 
to proovc verve good husbandes, should be 
placed in parti of the landes by them wonne, 
at such rate, or rather better then others, tu 
whom the same shal be sett out. 

Eudox. Is it possible, Ircnaius ? Can there 
be any such mearcs devised, that soe manye 
men should be kept still in her Majesties 
service without any charge to her at all? 
Surelye this were an exceeding greate good, 


both to her llighncs to have soe manye 
old souldiours allway readye at call, to 
what purpose soever she list employe them, 
and alsoe to have that land tlierbye soe 
strengthned, that it shall neither foarc an}' 
forrein invasion, nor practize, which the Irish 
shall ever nttcmpte, but shall kcepe tlkm 
niidcr in continuall awe and firme obedience, 

/mif It is SOP indocdc. And yet this 
truly e I iloc not take to be any matter of 
grf^at dilllcultye, ns 1 thinkc it will also soone 
appearc unto you. Afid tirst we will sfieake 
of the North parte, for that the same is of 
most w^aight and importauncc. 8oc soonc as 
it shall a])|icai'c that the enemye is brought 
dow'ne, and the stout rcbell either cutt of, or 
driven to tlnit wretchedness that he is noc 
longer able to hold up his head, but will 
come to any conditions, which I assure my 
selfe w'ill bc^liofore the end of the second 
Winter, 1 wish that th(‘rc be a gcnerall pro- 
clamation made, that wha?‘4oever oiit-lawes 
W'ill freclve come in, and submitt themselves 
to her Majc'itic'i tiereye, shall have libertye 
soe to doe', w'herc they shall either find that 
grace they desire, or have leave to retiimc 
agayne in safety^: uppon w'liich it is likelye 
that soe manye as survive W’ill come in to 
sue for grace, of which whoe-soe arc thought 
nicete for subjection, and fitt to be brought 
to good. Tna\ be reccaved, or els all of them, 
(for I thiuki! that all wilbe but a verye fewe ;) 
uppon rtniAifion and assuraunce that they 
will submit themselves absolutelie to her 
Majesties onlinaimcc for them, by wdiich 
they shal be assured of life and libertye, and 
be onelyc tyed to such eondicions as shal be 
thought by her mectc for eontayning them 
(U'er after m due olieifienee. To the which 
eondicions 1 nothing doiiht hiit they will all 
most rcjjdclye, and upon theyr knees siib- 
miti theni‘«plvcs, by tin. proof of that which 
I saw'C in Mounster. For upon the like pro- 
clamation there, they all e.amc in, both tagge 
and fsti-gc ; and when ns afterwardes many of 
them were denyed to be receaved, they hade 
them doc with them w'hat they would, for 
they would notby any meanesretume agayne, 
nor goe foorthe. For in this case who will 
not accept allmost of any eondicions, rather 
then dye of hunger and miserj-e? 

Eudox. It is very likely soc. But wliat 
then is the ordinaunce, and what be tlie eon- 
dieions which you will pni]M)se unto them, 
which shall reserve unto them an assuraunce 
of life and libcrt^'e ? 

Iren. Soe doone then as they have given 
the best assuraunce of themselves whidi 
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may oc required, which must be (I suppose) 
Home of theyr principall meu to remiiyne m 
hostage one for another, and some other for 
the rest, for other suretyc I reckon of none 
that may biiidc them, neither of wife, nor 
of children, since then perhaps they would 
gladly bo ridd of both from the famine; 1 
would have them first unarmed utterlyc and 
Btript (|iiite of all theyr warrlick #eapons, 
and tlien these condicions sett downe and 
made kiiowcn unto them, where they ahaf he 
placed, and have lanTl given unto them to 
oceupye and to live upon, in such sorte as 
shall become good subjectes, to labour 
thenccfoorth for theyr liWng, and to applye 
themselves to honest trades <if civilitye as 
they shall e\eryc one be fouiide meete and 
able for. 

Eudox. Where then, a G<wls name, will 
you place themV Tn Leynster V or will you 
iiud out any new laude there for them that is 
yet unknowcn ? • 

Iren. Noe, 1 will place them all in the 
counlreye of the Hriniies^iUd Tooles, which 
Phcugh Mac ITughc hath, and in all the 
landcs of the Kcvanaghs, which are uowc 
in reliellion, and all the landcs which will 
fall to her Majestic there-ahouts, which 1« 
knone to be vcryc spacious and large enough 
to contayiic them, being vcrye neere twentye 
or thirtye miles wydo. 

Evdor. But ^iiat then will ye doeiiith 
all the llrinues tluTC, the Towles,* and the 
Kevanaughs, and all those tiiat iiowe are 
Joyned with them V 

'Iren. At the same very time, and in the 
same manner that J make that proclamation 
to them of Ulster, will 1 liave it also maile to 
these; and iipixm ifieyr submission i here- 
unto, I mil take like assuraiince of them as 
of others. After which I will tragslate all 
that remayne of them into the places of 
t bother in ‘Ulster, ^Mth all thejT crcetc, and 
what else they ha\e left them, the which I 
will cause to he dcvideil amongest tfiftn in 
some meete sorte, as echo may thereby have 
somewhat to sustayne himself a while with- 
al 1, lint ill, by his further travell and labour 
of the cart he, he shalbe able t<i provide him- 
aelfe better. 

Eudox. But will you then give the lande 
freeJye unto them, and make them heyres of 
the former rebells V soe liiay you jierhaps 
make them heyres also of all theyr former 
villaiiycs and disorders; or how'e els will you 
dispose of them V 

Iren. Nut soe; but all tHh landes I ivill 
give unto Englishmen whom I will have 


drawen thither, who shall have the same 
with such estates as shal be thought meete, 
and for such rentes as shall eft-sones be 
rated : under everyc tif these Englishmen 
will 1 place some of the Irish to be tenauntes 
for a certayne rente, according to the quari- 
titye of such land, as everyc man shall^have 
allotted unto nim, mid shalbe founde able to 
wcelde, wherin this sjieciall rogarde shal be 
had, that in noe place uiuler any land-lorde 
there shall remayne manvc of them planted 
logither, but dispersed wide from theyre ac- 
t|uayntaunce, and scattred farre abrode 
through all the countreye : For that is the 
I evill which I nowe^indc in all Ireland, that 
I the Iiwh dwell togither by theyr septs, and 
I sevci all nations, soe as they may practize or 
conspire wliat they wdll; wdiereas ."vf there 
were English shedif amongest them and placed 
over them, they shoii]|d not be able once to 
stync or inurmurc, Imt that it hhuulde be 
know'cn, aiui they bhurtened according to 
theyr demerit es. 

Endoi. Ye have good reason ; but what 
rating of nmts ineanc you? To what end 
dlie you luirpose tlicieame? 

Iren. My purpose is to rate the rents of 
all those landes of her Majestie 111 sucli sorte, 
unto those Englishmen which shall take 
them, as they may be well able to live thcr- 
upon, to yccld her Majestic reasonable 
cheverye, and also {^ve a comTictent maynte- 
naunce unto the garrisons, which shall be 
there left amongest them ; for these soul- 
diours (as I told you) reinayniug of the 
former garrisons I cast to be maintayned 
upon the rente of those landes which shal be 
escheated, and to have them divided through 
all Ireland in such places*as shalbe thought 
most convenieiil, and occasion may recpiire. 
And this was the course* w hich the Kumains 
used in the conquest 1 * England, for they 
planted some of theyr legions in all {iluccs 
convenient, the which they caused the couii- 
trey to muintaync, cutting upon everj-e 
portion of lande a reasonalilc rent, which 
they called BomescoLt, the w’hicli might not 
surcharge th^ tenauntc or free-holder, and 
defrayed the pay of the garrison : and this 
batluljenc all way es observi'd of all princes 
in all coimtreyes to them nqj\ ly subdued, to 
sett garrisons' amongest them to contayiio 
them in dutye, whose burthen they made 
them to beare ; and the wantc of this ordi- 
naunce, in tlie tirst conquest of Ireland by 
Henry the Second, was the cause of the 
shorte decaye of that government, and the 
quicke recuverye agaj-ne of the Irish. Ther- 
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fore by all raeanes it is to be provided for. 
And this is it that I ^voiild blame, yf it sliould 
not misbecome me, in the late planting of 
Mounster, that noe care was had of this ordi- 
naunce, nor any strength of a garrison pro- 
vided for, b}'^ a certayiie allowauncc out of 
all tl^ sayd landes, but onclv the present 
profitt looked unto, and the safe continuaunce 
therof for ever hereafter neglected. 

Eudnx. Ilut there is a bande of souldioura 
layed in Mounster, to the maintenaunce of 
which, what oddes is there whether the 
Quecnc, receaviiig the rent of the countrc}', 
doe give pave at her pleasure, or that there 
be a setled allowaunce ai\oo 3 'nted unto them 
out of her landes there ? p 

Iren. There is a great oddes, for nowe 
that sayd lente of the countrey is not usuallye 
apph’ed to the paye of the souldiours, but it 
is (ever^'e other occasion coining betweeno) 
converted to other u^s, and the souldiours 
in time of peace discharged and neglected as 
unnecessaryc ; whereas yi the sayde rente 
were appojmted and ordayned b^' an estab- 
lishment to this endc onclye, it should nut 
be turned to any other ;<iii()r in irouhlesome 
times, uppon o^irvc occasion, her IVlajestic 
be sac troubled with sending over newe soul- 
diuurs ns she nowe is, nor the countrej' ever 
should dare to niutinie, having still the soiil- 
diours on thej’r iieckc, nor any forrc.vnc 
enemye dare to invade, iknowing there soe 
strongc and great a garrison allwaj’^cs rcadye 
to receavc them. 

Endox. Sith then ye thinke that Uiis 
Uomcscott of the pave of the souldiours 
uppon the landc to be both the readyest waj' 
to the souldiours, and least troublesome to her 
Majestic, tell us (T pray you) how ye would 
have the sayd landes rated, that both a rente 
ma}' rise thereout unto _ the Queene, and also 
the* souldiours pa^’e, which (me seemes) wilbe 
harde ? 

Iren. First we are to consider how much 
landc tliere is in all Ulster, that acconling to 
the quantitve therof ive may cessc tlie sayd 
rente and aUovraunce issuing theruut. Ulster 
(as the aimcient recordes ot tliat n‘alme doc 
testif^'^e) doth contaync nine thousand plowe- 
landes, everye of which plow-landes cimtayn- 
etli six score acus, after the rate of 21 fooic to 
ever.vpearche of the sayd acre, which amount- 
eth 'in the whole to 124000 acres, every of 
which plow-landes I will rate at 46*. 8d. by 
the yeare; which is not much more then 
Tfcd. an acre, the which yearely rent umount- 
eth in the whole to 16000/. besides G*. be/, 
chiefrie out of every plow-land. But because 


the countye of Louthe. being a parte of Ulstei^ 
and contayning in it 712 ^ow-landes, is not 
wholye to cscheate unto her Majestie as the 
rest, they having in all those warres con- 
tinued for the most parte dutifull, though 
otlicrwisc nowe a greatc parte thereof is 
under the rebells, there is an abatement tmbe 
made thereout of 400 or .500 plow-landes, as 
I estimate the same, the which are not to pay 
the w'hole 3 'carcly rent of 46*. 8d. out of 
eve^e plow-land, like as the escheated 
landes doc, but yet shall pave for theyr com- 
position of cessc towordcs the mayntcnauuce 
of souldiours 20*. out of everye plow-land : 
soe as there is to be deducted out of the 
former siunmc 200 or 1100/. yearely, the which 
nevertheless may be sui>plyed by the rent of 
the fishing, which is exceeding greate in 
Ulster, and also by an encrease of rente in 
the best land^, and those that lye in the 
best places ncerc the sea-cost. The which 
18000/. will defraye the ipterta^mment of 
1500 souldiours, with some ovendus tow.ird 
the pa\ e of the vitlaylcrs which arc to be 
iinpioyed in tlic 'Piltayling of the garrisons ? 

Endox, SiHi tlieu,’ belike you me.me to 
leave 1500 boiildionrs in garrison for Ulster, 
be payed prinftpalh'c out of the rent of 
those landes which shaf be there escheated to 
her Majestic; the which, ^vherc (1 praye 
you) will vou have garrisoned V 
i 'c». i -will have them devided into three 
partes ; that is, 500 in every garrison, the 
w'hich I Avill have to remayne in three of the 
same places where thev were before appoynted; 
to weete, 500 at Strabane and about l*.oghe- 
fojde, soe as they may holdc all the passages 
of that parte of the countrc}', and some of 
them be piut in wardesy upon all the straytes 
thcrcaboutes, which 1 knowc to be such, as 
may stopp all passages into the countrc 3 ’c on 
that side , and some of them also ujion the 
Ban, up towardes Logli-Sidiie 3 ’’, as I for- 
merlye directed. Also other 500 at the forte 
upon •kogh-Earnc. and warden tidicn out of 
them which shal be layed at Fermanagh, at 
Belickc,at Hallishaniion,andon allthcstraites 
towardes Conaughtc, the which I knuwe doe 
BO stronglic coinmaund all the passages 
that waie as that none can passe from Ulster 
into Connaught, without their leave. The 
last 500 shall also rema 3 me in theyr forte at 
Monaghaue, and some of them be drawen into 
wardes, to kee[)e the keics of all that coun- 
trey, both downewardes, and also towiu^ea 
O-Relyes countrc 3 ', an<l the pale ; and some 
at Eniskilliu, sumcat Bclturbut, some at the 
Blocke Forte, and soe alonge that river, os 1 
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formerlye shewed in the first plaunting of countye of Colrane, thecountye ofMonaiion, 
them. And moreover at everye of those fortes the countye of Tyrone, the countye of Fer- 
I would have the state of a towiie la^'ed munat^h, the countye of Douiiefrall, beinp: in 
foorthe and encompassed, in the wliich 1 would all tenne. Over all which Irisli I wish a 
wish that there should be placed inhabit- Lord President and a Counsell to be ])luced, 
auntes of all sortes, as marchauntes, artificers, wdiich may keepe them aftcrwanles in awe 
and husbandmen, to whom tlicre should be andobcdi^ce, and minister unto them justice 
charters and fraunchises ^raunted to incor- and equitye. • • 

[)oratethem. The which, ns it wil be no matter Ea^x. Thus I see the whole purpose of 
of difficiiltyc to drawe out of England persons 3'our plot for Ulster, and no we I desire to 
which should very gladlye be soe placcdi lieare your like opinion for Conaughte. 
sob would it m shoiiu spaee turne those partes Iren. By that which I have allreadye sayd 
to greate comodityc, and bring ere longc to of Ulster you may gather my opinion ibr 
her Majestic much profitt ; for those places are Couaughte, being verve answerable unto the 
soe litt for trade and trafficke, having most former. But for that the landes, which 
convenient out-gates by diverse rivers to the therin shall escheatc unto her Majesty, are 
sea, and in-gates to the richest partes of the not soe intierlye togither as that tlicy can be 
lande, that they would soone be enriched, and accoumpted in one somme. it needeth that 
mightelye enlarged, for the verye seating of they be considered severallye. The province 
the garrisons by them : besides, alie safetye of Conaughte contayiieth in the whole (as 
and assurauiice tliaf the^ shall woorkc unto appearcth by the Reconlisi of Dublin) 7200 
them will alsoe dra\](C thidier store of people plow-laiides of the former measure, and is of 
and trade, as I have scene examples at Mari- late devided into six shires or countyes : the 
horoughc and l*hilli])stowntt in Lcyiister, countye of Clare, the countye of Ixnitrum, 
whereby reason of these two ftrtcs, though the countye of Koscomman. the countye of 
there wore but small wardcs left in them, Galj^wayo, the countya of Maiho, and the 
thereare two good townesiiowcgrowcn, which countye of Slcugho. Of the which, all the 
are the great^t staye of both tftosc two coun- countye of Sleugho, all the countye of Maiho, 
tyes. file most parte of the countye of Koscotmnan, 

Emhx. Indeedc (me seemes) three such the most i>nrtp of the countye of Lcutriim, a 
towncs, as you say, would <loe vcia’c w'cll in greatc parte of the countye of Gallovray, and 
those places with the garrisons, and in shorte some of the countye of tl^arc, is like to escheate 
space would be soe augmented, as they i^ould unto her Majestic for the rebellion of theyr 
be able with litle helpe to wall themselves present possessours. The which two coun- 
stronglye: but, for the plaunting of all the tyes of tiileugho and Maiho are <aipposed to 
rest i>f the countrey, what order would ye contayiic allmost 301)0 ])low-laiidcs, the rente 
take? * * wherof, ratabilc to tlie former, I vallewe all- 

Iren. What other then (as I sayd) to bring most at 6000/. /ler annwia. The countye of 
people out of England, i^ich should inhabitc Roscomman, saving what perteiyneth to the 
Uie same whereunto though, I doubte not, howse of Roscomman and some lewe other 
but greate troiqies would be readye to ruiiue, English there latclye seated, is all one, and 
yet for that in such cases, the woorsR and therfore it is wholye likewilb to escheatc to 
most decayed men are most readye to remove, her Majesty e, saving those portions of Eng- 
1 would wish them rather to be chosen out lish inhabitauntes ; and even those English 
of all partes of the realme, either by ili^ie- doe (as 1 understand by them) paye as much 
tion of wise men thereunto appoynted, or by rente to her Majestic as is sett upon those in 
lott, or bv the drumme, as was the old use in Ulster, counting theyr composition monye 
sending 'foorthe of colony es, or such other therewithal!, soe, as it may runne all into 
good meanes as shall in theyr wised<ime be one reckning with the tormcr two countyes : 
tliought nieetest. Amoiigest the chiefest of Soe that this countye of Roscomman, con- 
which 1 would have the lande sett into tayniug 1200 plow-landes, as it is accoumpted, 
segnioryes, in such sorte as it is nowe in amounteth to 2400/. by the year^, which with 
Mounstcr, and devided into hundreds and that former two countyes rente maketh about 
parrishes, or wardes, as it is in England, and 8300/. for the former wanted somewhate. 
layed out into shires as it was aunciently ; But what the escheated landes of the countyes 
viz. the countye of Dowiie, the coimtye of of GaDoway and I>!utrura will arise unto is 
Antrim, the countye of Louthe,rfhe countye yet uncertayneto define, till 8ur\*ay therofbe 
of Arinaghe, the countye of Cavan, the made, for that those landes are intermingled 
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\rith the Earle of (^lanrickarde, and others ; 
but it is Ihun^hl they be the one halfc I 
of both these couiityeb, soe as they may be 
counted to the Asilene of one whole countyc, 
which coutaynelh above one thousand plow- 
land<^s; for soe maiiye the least countyc of 
tlujm ail comprehendeth, winch maketh two 
thousand pouiides more, that is, iii all, lU or 
J 1000/. Thother tw o couiityes must reiuayiic 
till tlieyr escheutes appeare. the which Icttiiif; 
])ass. yet as uiikno^ven, yet tJius much is 
knowen to be accounted for certaync, that the 
composition of these two countycs, bcini; rated 
at 20s. every plow-la\id,w'ill aniouiite to above 
2000/. more': all Arhick bcinj' layed to^ither 
to the foi mer. may be reasonably ^‘^timated 
to rise unto J.'iOOO/. the which som'me, io;jrither 
with the rente of the esebeated landes in the 
two l}L^t countycs, which cannot yet be 
valew'cd, being, (as I doubt not,) no less then 
a 1000/. more, Avill^yeeld a pav hugely unto 
a thousand men and theyr victuallers, and 
a thousand poundcs over towardcs the Gov- 
ernour. 

Kutlnx. Ye have (me thinkes) made but 
an estimate of tlie^e Itjjides of Conaughtc^tven 
at a very e venture, soe as n should beliarde to 
builde any ccrtayiitye of chai-ge to be rayse^ 
u])ou the same. 

Iren. Not altogither upon uiicertayntyes; 
for thus much may easelye appeare uiito you 
lor certaync, as theo composition mom" of 
c\crv ploAvland amounteth unto; l<ir this I 
Avouid have you principally to understand, 
that ray purpose is to rate, all the lande«. in 
Ireland at 20«. CA-ery ploAvlaud, for theyr com- 
position toAvard the garrison. 'Fhe Avlnch T 
kiioAve, in regarde of bi'iiig freed from all other 
charges Ai'hatsif^'ver, aviI be readcly and most 
gladly yecUlcd unto. So that there being in 
all Ireland (as ap|H‘areth b}' theyr old rc- 
eordes) 43920 jfiow landes, the same shall 
amountc to the sum likewise of 43920/., and 
the rest t,o be reared ol the escheated landes 
which fall to lier Majestic in the sayd provinces 
ol Ulster, CouaughU-, and that jiarto ol Leinster 
under the rebclks; for Monuster aa'c dcale not 
yet withall. • 

Eudox. But tell me this, by the Avay, doe 
you then lay com]iosition ufion the ysA'heated 
landes as you due iifiuii the lest V for soe (me 
tlimkes) yoil reckon alltogitlier. And tiuit 
sure were to much to ]iay seaven nobles out 
of CA’ery plow-land, and compo.‘*ition iiiony 
besides,* that is 20«. out of every plow-lainl. * 

Iren. No, ytn mistake me : I doe put only 
• scaven nobles rent and composition Ixith upon 
every plow-land escheated, that is 40s. for 


composition, and Gs. 8c/. for cheiferie to her 
Majestie. 

Eudox. T doe noAv conceavc you ; proceedc 
then (1 pray you) to tlie appoynting of your 
garrisons III '( loiianghte, and shcAve us both 
hoAv many and Avhere you Avould liaA’c them 
placed. * ) 

Iren. T Avould have one thousand layd in 
Oon^ighte 111 tAvo garrisons ; namely, oOO in 
the county of Maiho, about Clan Mac Costa- 
Ibrs, w'hich shall kee|)e the Moores and the 
Burkes of IMac Wkliain Enter: thother 500. 
in the coinitA'C of Clunnckardc, about Garan- 
doughc, th.it they may contuA ne iJie Conhurs 
and the Burkes there, the Kellyes and Mock- 
iiyrrs, Avith all them there-about; for that 
garrison which 1 formerly jilaced at Lough- 
lieaine aviII scrA’c for .all occasions in the county 
of Slegho, being iieere adjoynATig therelo, soe 
as in one ilCghts marche they may be allmost 
in any place tlierof AA'hcn iiecde shall n*f|uire 
them. And like as in lim former places of 
garrisons in Ulster. I aa isbwl thre corporate 
tow'iies to be planted, AAliieh under the safe- 
garde of that*sirengthc shall dwell and trade 
salelA" AAdth all the eoniitrey about them, .soe 
AA'ouldl alsoAV'ishto be in tins ol Connaughte; 
and that besites, there a\ ere another estab- 
lishcil at Athlone, AAdtli a conA'enient Aiv'arde 
in the castell there for theyr defence. 

I Evdox. What should that ncede, sith the 
Govertiour of ('onnaughte iiseth to lye there 
allwa^'Gs, AAdiose presence wil Ik* a defence to 
all that t(%ncshipy 

Irvfi. I kiioAA*e he doth soe, but that is 
much to be disliked that the Govemour 
should lye soe farr of, in the remotest place 
of all the jirovince, wheras it w*cro meetor 
that he .>^110111(1 be continually abiding m the 
niiddcst of bis charge, that he might both 
looke mit alike mio all pl.'iees of his govern- 
menlf and also be soonc at hand in anyplace, 
Avheie occasion shall demaunde him ;*for the 
l»rescnce of the Govemour is (as you .say) a 
gamfl slay and bridle unto them that arc ill 
ili.sposed : like as 1 see it is Avell observed in 
Monuster, Avliere the daylye good therof is 
contmually a])paraunt: and, for this cause 
also doe J greatly dislike the Lord Deputyes 
sealing at Dublin, being the outest corner’ in 
the realmc, and lejisl needing the aAve of his 
presence; Avhcrcas (meseemes) it were titter, 
since Ins proper care is of Leinster, though he 
hath care of all besides generally, that he 
should seate himselfi* about Athie, or there- 
abouts, upon the skirte of that uiupiictt 
countrey, sb that he might sitt, as it were, at 
tlie very mayiie ma.st of his shipp, whence he 
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miglit casely over looke and sometimes ovcr- 
rcauhc the Moures, tlie Butlers, tlic Demp- 
sies, the Kcatins, the Connors, O-Carrcll, 
0-Molloy, and all that hcape of Irish nations 
vhich there lye hudled togither vrithout any 
to over-rule them, or contayne them iiidutye. 
For the Irishman (1 assure you) feares the 
Government no longer then he is 'within 
.sight or rcachc. • 

Eudox. Surely (me thinkes) herein you 
observe a matter of much iinportaunce. moi% 
tficn I have heardc ef er noted ; littt sure 
that seemes soe expedient, as that T wonder 
it hath bene heeretofore ever omitted; but 
I suppose the instanneo of the cittizens of 
Dublin is the greatest lett tlierof. 

Iren. Truly, then it ought not to be soe ; 
for ntK? cause have they to feare that it il be 
any hindraunce for them ; fur Dublin wil be 
still, as it is, the kev of all pd!ksage>; and 
transportations ou<^ ot k'aigland thither, to noe 
less profitt of those aitti/ens then it riowe is, 
and beside other places will thereb}' receave 
some benefitt. But lett us nofre (1 pray you) 
come to liCirisU'r, in the which 1 would wish 
the same course to be observed as in Ulster. 

Eudox. You meane lor the h'aving of the 
garrisons in thoyr fortes, and tir planting of 
Knglish in all those eounlreyes betweiie the 
countyc of Dublin and the coiintye of Wex- 
lorde ; but those wast wilde places, I thinkc, 
when they are wonno unto her Majestic, that 
there is none that wil be hastyc to sai(ke to 
inhabit c them. * 

Iren. Yes enough, (T warraunte you;) for 
though the whole tracke of the countrey be 
mount ayne and woodye, yet there are many 
goodly * vallcyes amongest them, litt Ibr 
fayre habitations, to lahicli those inoun- 
tayns adjoyning wil be a greate increase of 
pasturage for that countrey is a very greate 
soylc of cattell, and verye litt for brecfl** : a-^ 
for conic it is nothing natiirall, save oncly 
for barley and otes, and some places for rye, 
and thcribre the larger penniwoorthes m^'^ie 
alloAved unto them, though otherwise the 
wildness of the mountayne pasturage doe 
recompcnce the badness of tin- .so,> le, so as 1 
doubt not but it 'will fynde inhabitantes and 
undertakers enoughe. ” 

Eudox. Howe much then doc vou thiuke 
that all those landcs which Feiigh Mac Hughe 
Jioldetli under him may amountc unto, and 
what rent may be reared t.heniut to the 
mayntenaiince of the garrisons that shal be 
lay'ed tliere ? 

Jren. Tru’y, it is impo8sible«by ayme to 
tell it, and os for experience and knowledge 


thereof I doc not thinke that there w'as cverv 
any of the particulars thcrof, but yet I will 
( 3 'f it please you) gesse thera’f, iippon 
gronndc onely of the.vr judgement which 
have formerH devided all that countrev into 
two shires or conntyes, nameli’ the countyc 
of Wicklow, and the coiintj'c of Fearnes : Bie 
which two 1 see nw, cause but that they 
should wholi'e cschcatc unto her Majestic, all 
but the barronye of Arckloc which is the 
Earle of ()rmond-is aiinciciit inheritaiiiice, 
and hath ever bene in his possession ; for all the 
whole lande is the C^ueenes. unless there be 
somegraiinte of any parte thcrof to be shewed 
from her Majestic : as»l thinke there is onely 
of New-^stell to Sir Ilenrv Harrington, and 
of the castell of Fearnes to' Sir 'I'homas Mas- 
terson, the rest, btdng allmo" thirlye miles 
over, r doe suppose can contayne nite less then 
tivo thousand plowlandes.uhicli 1 will estimate 
at 4l)0h/. bj' liie yeaie. 'ftie rest (»t Ijeinster, 
iH'iiig seaven countves, to witt, f lie eoiintire of 
l>iiblin, Kildare, Katarhighe, Wexford, Kil- 
kennve, the King and ()ueenes countyes, doe 
coiitavne in them 7100 plowlandes,^ which 
amnunteth to soe manji poundes for composi- 
tion to the garrison, that makes in the whole 
J[ 1,400 poundes, the which somme will yeclde 
paye unto a thousand souldiours. Idle want- 
ing, ivhich may be siippl\'ed out of other 
liuides of the Kavnnaghcs,\v hich arc to be 
escheated unto her Mifestic for the rebellion 
of iheiT ]iossessours, though otherwise in- 
deede t'hej’^ be of her Majesties owme auncient 
deineane.’ 

Eitdoj. It is greate re,ason. But tell ua 
nowe where w’ould you wislie those garrisons 
to be laved, whether altogither, or to be dis- 
jierscd in suuclr\'e iilaccs of tWb count rej' ? 

Jren. Mari e, in aundri'c jihiees, to* witt, 
in this sorte, or much like as may be better 
ilevised, for 200 in a plaee f doe tliinke to lie, 
enough for the safeganlc of the coun trey, and 
keeping under all suddaj'iie iipstartcs*. that 
shall Bpoke to trouble the jicace thcrof: ther- 
fore I wish to be lajed at Ballinecorrih, lor 
the keeping of all biidil parsons from Glan- 
inalour, and allatlie fastness tliorc-ubnutcs, 
and also to contajmc all that ehal be yilantcd 
in thost^yindcs thencefoortlie. 200. Another 
200 at Knockloiigli in tliev’re former jilace of 
garrison, to keepc the BriskelaglPaiid all those 
inountaynes of the Kavaiiaghs ; 200 more to 
lie at Fearnes, and npw'ardes, inward upon 
the Slane ; 200 to bo placed at the forte of 
Lease, to rcstrayne the Moores, Osson'e, and 
0-Carrell ; other 200 at the forte of Ofalye^ 
to courbe the O-Connors, O-Moloys, Mac- 
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Co^hlane, Maccagehan, and all those Irish 
nauons bordering there-abouts. 

Eudox. Thus I see all your thousand men 
bestOAved in Leinster : what say you then of 
Alcathe ? Which is the first paric ? 

Iren. Meathe» which conta^-neth both East 
Meath and West Meath, and of late the 
Adalie tioAve called the cofuitye of Loong- 
forde, is accounipted therunto : But Meath it 
selfc, according to the old recordcs, con- 
taincth 43'2U plowlandes, and the county e of 
Longloordc 947, Avhich in the whole make 
52(57 plowlandes, of which the composition 
monye Avill aniounte likewise to live tliousaiid« 
two hundred, tlircseun^ and seaven poundcs 
to the mayntenaunce of the garri^n. But 
because all Mcathc, lying in the bosoine 
of that kingdome, is alhvayes quiett enough, 
it is needeless to put any garrison tliere, soe 
as all that charge may be sjiared. But in the 
countyc of Longfdlrde I wish 200 footomeu 
and tiftye horsemen to be placed in some 
convenient scale betwciic the Anahe and 
the Brenic, as about Lough Sillon, or some 
like place of that river, soe as they mighte 
kecTic both the 0-^\clycs, and aLo^ihe 
0-Earrels, and all tliat out-skirtc of Aleathe 
in awe ; the which use upon every light occa- 
sion to be stirring, and, having contuiualf 
enmitye amoiigest themselves, doe thereby 
oftentimes trouble all those partes, the charge 
whorof being 3400 ai|'l odd poundes is to be 
cutt out of that composition monye for Meath 
and I^ingfoorde, the over-plus, being allmust 
2000Z. by the yeare, Avill come in clearlye to 
her Majestie. 

Eudox. It is woorth the harkening unto. 
But iiowc that you have done ivith Aleath, 
liroccede (I piuy you) with Mounster, that 
we may see hoAve it Avill rise there for the 
inayntenaunce of tlie garrison. 

Iren. Mouiistir cuntayneth by recordc at 
Dublin 16000 plow-landes, the compusitioii 
wherof, at the least, will make 16000/. by 
the yeare, out of the which 1 would have a 
thousand suuldiours to be mayutayned fur 
tlic defence of that ])ruviiice, the charge of 
which with the vittaylers Avqges, will amounte 
to 12000/. by the yeare ; the other 4000/. AA'ill 
defraye the charges of the President and the 
Counsell of that province. ' ' 

Eudox. I'he reckning is easye; but in 
this accoumpte, by your leave, (me tliinkes) 
you are deceaved. for in this somme of the 
composition moii^'e ye counte the landes of 
the undertakers of that proAdnee, whoe are, by 
• theyr grauntc from tlie Qneene, to be free 
from ^ such impositious whatsoever, ex- 


cepting theyr onelye rent, which is surelye 
enough. 

Iren. Ye say true, 1 did soe; but the same 
208. for every plowland 1 ment to have de- 
ducted out of that rent due upon them to 
her Majestic, Avhich is noe hinderaunce, nor 
charge at all more to her Mqjestie tl|cn it 
nowe is, for all that rent which she leccaA^s 
of tl^m, she puLteth foorthe agayne to the^ 
mayntcnaunce of the Fresideneye- there, the’ 
Aarge wherof it doth scarcely defraye ; wher- 
as in this accoumpte both tliat charge of the 
Fresideneye, and also of 1000 souldiuurs more, 
shal be mayutayned. 

Eutlox. It sliould bcAA'ell, if it could be 
brought to that. But noAve Avhere will you 
have your thousand men garrisoned ? 

Iren. I Avould have 100 of them placed at 
the Baintree Avhere is a most iitt place, not 
oncly to dtiiiind all that side of the west parte 
from forrayne iuvaMon, but also to aiiswere 
all occasions of t roubles, eto which that couii- 
trey, being soc remote, is very subject. And 
surely heere also Avould be planted a good 
toAvnc, haviiij* both a verye good haven and 
plentifull fishing, and tlie lande Ixdng all- 
ready c escheated to her Majestie, but forcebly 
keplc from hir by a ragtayle kerne that 
proclaynieth himselfc the bastarde soiinc of 
the Earle of Clancare, being called Donel 
Mac Cartye, Avhom it ismcetc to fore-see to 
cutt of ; for whensoever the Earle shall dye, 
all tlmse landes after him are to come unto 
her Majeslie: he is like to make a foAvle 
stirre there, though of himselfc of noe power, 
yet through supportaunce of some others 
Avhoc lye in the Avinde, and looke after the 
fall of that inhcritauncc. Another 100 would 
I have nlaced atn C'astell-Mayne, which 
should keepe all Desmonde and Kerye, for 
it answoretli them both most conveniently ; 
Also about Kilmore in the couiitye of Corcke 
would I have jilaeed 200, the Avhich should 
breake that nest of theeves there, and awn- 
sAvwre cijuallie both to the countie of Lym- 
eridie, and also the coimtie of Corke : Another 
hundred would 1 have lye at Corcke, as Avell 
to comaunde the toAviie, as also to be readyc 
for any forreyne occasion: Likewise at 
Waterford, Avould I place 200, for the same 
reasons, and also for other privye causes, 
tliat are noe less important. Moreover on 
this wde of Arlo, neere to Moscrie Whirke, 
which is the countrey of the Bourkes, about 
Kill-Fatrickc, 1 would have 200 more to be 
garrisoned, Yhich should scoure both the 
White Kni(;hte8 countrey and Arlo, and 
Moscrie Whirke, by which places all the 
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passafres of theeves doe lye, which convaye 
thcyre atealthcs from all Mounster downe- 
wordes towardes Tippararye, and the English 
Pale, and from the English Pale also up unto 
Mounster, wherof they use to make a common 
trade, liesides that, ere long I doubt that 
the countye of Tippararye it selfe will ncedc 
such a strength in it, which were good to be 
there ready e before the evill fall, t^iat is 
daylye of some cxiiectod : And thus you see 
all your garrisons placed. • 

' Eudox, I see it right well, but' Ictt mo 
(I pray you) by the way aske you the 
reason whye in those cittyes of Mounster, 
namely Waterford and Corcke, ye rather 
placed' garisous then in all thothers in 
Ireland ? For they may thinke themselves 
to have great wrbngc to be ^oc charged 
above all the rest 

Iren. I will tell you : thoseatwo cittyes, 
above all the rest doe offer an in-gate to the 
Spanyards most ifttlye, and also the inhabi- 
tauntes of them arc most ill affected to the 
English government and mast frendes to the 
Spayniardes; but yet, because they shall 
not take exceptions to this tliat thev are 
charged above all the rest, 1 will also fayc a 
charge upon the others likewise ; for indeede 
it is noe reason that the cor)K)rat townes, 
enjoying greate fraunchises and privileges 
from her Majestic, and living therby not 
onlye safe, but drawing to them the wealtli 
of all the landc, should live soe frep as not 
to be partakers of the burtfien of this 
garrison for theyr owne safetye, specially 
in this time of ‘trouble, and seing all the 
rest burthened ; and therfore I will thus 
charge them all ratablye, according to theyr 
abilityes, towardes thtyr maintenaunce, the 
whirh her Majestic may (yf she please) 
spare out of the charge of the rest, and 
reserve towardes her other oostes^ or els 
adde to the charge of the Presideneye in the 
Nortlie. 


Waterforde . . 

100 

Corcke. .... 

50 

Llmerioke . . .. 

50 

Gallwaje . . . 

50 

Dlngcllechonisbo . 

10 

Kinsalo .... 

10 

Youghill . . . 

10 

Kilmallocke . . 

10 

Cloiuncll . . . 

10 

Cashell .... 

10 

Fotherto . . . 

10 

KUkennyo . . . 

25 


Wexford . 

. 25 

Drogheda . 

. . 25 

Itosse . . 

. . 25 

Dundalke . 

. . 10 

Mollingiure 

. . 10 

Nowrje . . 

. . 10 

Trimme 

. . 10 

Ardye . . 

. . 10 

Kells . . . 

. . 10 

Dnblhi . . 

. . 100 

Somme 

. . ^0 


Eudox. Tt is easye, Irenaus, to lave a 
charge upon any towne, but to fore-see howe 


the same may be answered and defrayed is 
the cheifest parte of good advisement. 

Irtm. Surely this charge which I putt 
upon them I knowc to be soe reasonable as 
that it will not much be felte ; for the porte 
townes that have benehtt of shipping may 
cutt it caselye of theyr trading, and all inland 
townes of th^'r come and cattell: nAher 
doc 1 see, but since to them speciallyc the 
benetitt of peace doth redounde, that they 
speciallyc should licare the burthen of theyr 
snfegarde and defence, as we sec all the 
townes of the Lowc-Countreyes doe cull 
upon themselves an excise of all thinges 
tow'arde the maynkenaunce of the warre 
that i^ made in theyr bchalfe, to which 
though these arc not to bo compared in 
riches, yet are they to be charged according 
to tlicyr povertye. 

Euflox. But nowe that you have thus 
sett up these forces o^souldiours, and pro- 
vided well (as ye suppose) for theyr paic, 
yet there remayneth to fore-cast how they 
inay be vittayled, and where purvcyaiince 
therof may be* made ; for in Ireland it selfe I 
cyinot see allmost l^we any thing is to be 
had for them, being allrcadyc so pitifully 
wasted as it is with this shorte time of warre. 

Jren. For the first two yeares indeede it 
is needefull that they be vittayled out of 
England throughlye, from halie yeare to 
halfc yeare, at(>relvnd, which time the 
English Pale shall not be burthened at all, 
but shall have time to recovcrc itsclfe; and 
Mounster also, being nowe reasonablye well 
stored, will by that time, (yf God send 
reasonable weather) be throughlye well 
famished to supplye a greate parte of that 
charge, for I knowc there #s greate plentye 
of come sente over sea from thence, the which 
yf they might have sale for at home, they 
would be gladd to hav# nionyo soe ncere- 
haud, specially yf they were straightly 
restrayned from transporting of it. There- 
unto also there wil be a greate helpc and 
furtheraunce given in the putting forward of 
husbandrye in all mecte places, as heereaffer 
shall ill due place appearc. But hereafter, 
when thinges 'diull growe unto a better 
Btrengjt^e, and the countrey be replenished 
with come, as in shorte space it would, yf 
it bo well followed, for the dbuntre}' people 
themselves are great plowers, and small 
spendeiB of come, then would 1 wish that 
there should be good store of howses and 
magasins erected in all those greate places 
of garrison, and in all great townes, as well 
for the vittayling of souldiours and shippes, 
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as for all occasions of siiddayiic services, as 
also for prcvcntiiij' of all times of dearthe 
and scarcityc : and this wante is much to be 
com play ned of in England above all other 
countreyes, whoe, trustinji^ to much to the 
usu^l blessing ot the earthc, doe never fore- 
cast any sucli harde seasons, nor any siit-h 
suftdayne occasions as these^roublous times 
may everye day bring fourth, when it A^ill 
l)c to late to gather provision from abnale, 
and to bring it perhaps from farre for the 
furnishing of shi])])cs or souldiours, which 
peradveiiture may needc to be presently 
employed, and \ihose wantc may (which 
(jrod forbidd) happyle ^^azzarde a kingdome. 

Euf/ox. Iiidecde the wantc of these 
magasins of vittayls, I have hearAu often- 
times complayned of in England, and 
w'ondred at in other countreyes, but that is 
nothing nowe to our purpose; but as for 
tliese garrisons wKch je have iiow’e soe 
strongly plauntcd throughout all Ireland, 
and every place sw'arming witli souldiours, 
shall there be noe end of them ? For nowe 
thus being (me seemes) I (hie see rather a 
countrey of warre then of peace and quiet, 
which ye earst jiretVndcd to w'orke 'in 
Ireland ; for if you bringe all thuiges to that 
quietness w'hicii you sayd, what iieede then 
to mayntayne soe great lorces as \ ou have 
charged upon itV 

Irm. I will unto you, Eudoxus, in 
privityc discover the llrifte of iiiy jiuriiose : 
I nieune (as 1 tolde 3 011) and <loe well ho|ie 
hecreby both to settcll an eternall peace in 
that oountrey, and also to make it verye 
protitablc to her Majestie, the which 1 see 
must bo brought in by a stronge hand, and 
soe continued, ^ill it ruiine in a stedfast 
course of govermnent, the which in this sorte 
will neither be dillicile nor daungeroiis; for 
the souldioiir beiil^ once brought in for the 
service into Ulster, and having subdued it 
and Connaughte, I will not have him to 
laye downe his armes any more, till he have 
elfi'cted that which I purpose; that is, lirst 
to have tliis generall composition for the 
mayiitenaunce of these thipughout all the 
realme, in regarde of the troublous times, 
and daylye daunger which is threatned to 
this re^me b)*^ the King of Sjiayife*: And 
therupon to tiestow'e all iny souldiours in 
such sorte as I have done, that noe parte of 
all that realme shal be able or dare soe much 
as to quinclie. Then will I eftsones bring in 
my reformation, and therupon cstaVilish such 
an onier of government at 1 may thiiike 
meetest for tlie grxKl of that realme, which 


being once established, and all thinges putt 
into a right way, 1 doubt not but they will 
runne on fayrel3\ And though they would 
ever seeke to swarve aside, yet shall they 
not be able without forreyne violence once 
to remove, as you your selfe shall soone (I 
hope) in your own reason readely conetjave ; 
whicii yi’ ever it shall appeare, then may 
her ^ajestie at pleasure with-drawe some 
of her garrisons, and turne theyr paye into 
l«‘r purse, or yf she will never pl(>nse soe to 
doe (which 1 would jrather wdsh), then shall 
she have a number of brave old souldiours 
alhvayes readye for any occasion that she 
will implode them unto, supplying theyr 
garrisons with fresh ones in theyr steede ; 
the maynteiiauncc of whom shal be noe 
more chtirge to her Majestie then nowe that 
realme is; for all the revennue therof, and 
much murc«.shc spendeth, even in the most 
peuccablu times that arc there, ns thinges 
iiow’c stand. And in tiipe of warre, which 
is nowe surelye every seaventh ycare, she 
spendeth iiilinitc treasure besides to small 

purpose. 

Endox. I perccavc your pur^iose ; but 
novic that you have thus strongly made 
w'aye unto yorf- reformation, as that I see 
the people soe humbled and prepared that 
they will and must yeelde to any ordenaunce 
that shal be giv'cn them, 1 doe much desire 
to understand the .same; fur in the bc- 
ginnii^ you promised to shewc a mcane 
hfiwe to redresse all those inconveniences 
and abuses, which you shewed to be in that 
stat« of government, wdnch nowe standes 
there, as in the law'es, customes, and re- 
ligion : wlierin I w’ould gladly knowe lirst, 
whether, :nsti‘ede of those lawes, ye would 
have newe lawes made V fur nowe, for ought 
that I see, you may doe what you please. 

/rear I see, Ivudoxus, that you w'ell re- 
member our first purpose*, and doc rightly 
continue the course therof. First therfore 
to 4^]2i>ukc of Lawes, since we lirst begonne 
with them, I doe not thinke it convenient, 
though now'e it be in the power of the* 
Frini:c to change all the lawes and make 
ucw'e; for that should breedc a greatc 
trouble and confusion, as well in the English 
now dwelling there and to be plauuted, ns ulsii 
in the Irish. For the English, having bene 
trayned up allw'ayes in the English govern- 
ment, will hardly be enured unto any other, 
and ^e Irish will lietter be drawen to the 
English, then the English to the Irish 
government... 'I'herfore since we cannot 
Jtowe applye lawes litt for the people, os in 
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the first institution of common-wealthcs it 
ought to be, Ave will applyu the people, and 
fitt them to the lawes, as it most conve- 
niently may be. 'I'he lawes therfore we 
resolve shall abide in tlie same sorte that 
they doe, both Common Lawe and Stat- 
utes, onelye sucli dofectes in the (Common 
Lawe, and ine-onveniences in the Statutes, 
as in the beginning we noted an»l as n^n of 
deepe insight shall advise, ma)' be ehaimge<l 
by some other newe Actes and ordinauneo^ 
t« be by a T’arliameiit there confirmed : As 
those of tryalls of Pleas of the Crowne, and 
private rightes betwene pa^t^es, colourable 
convcyaimces, accessaryes, A'c. 

, Eutlox. But howc will those be re<lre.sscd 
by Parliament, when as the Irish which 
sway most in Parliament (as you sayil), 
shall oppose themselves agaynst them V " 
Iren. That may nowe be weJJ avoytled : 
For nowe that soe many Free- holders of 
Fnglish shal be Established, they togitlier 
with Burgesses or townes, and such other 
loyall Irish-men as may be^prererred to be 
Knightes of the Shire, and such like, w^I be 
able to bcardc and counter-poise the rest; 
whoe also, lieing nowe broughte more in awe, 
will the more easely 8ubmi|t to any such 
ordinaunces as shal be for the good of 
tlicmselves, and that realme gem'rallye. 

Euthtx, y<m say well for the increase of 
Freeholders, for tbeyre numbers will hereby 
be greatlye augmented ; but howc ^lall it 
pass through the higher howsef which will 
still eonsi^t all of Trish V 

Iren. IMarye, that also may well be re- 
dressed by the example of that which 1 have 
hearde was done in the like case by King 
Edward the Thirde (a^ 1 remember), whoe, 
lieing greatly bearded and crossed by the 
Lordes of the Cleargye, they being then by 
reason of the Lordes Abbots and others, to 
manye and to stronge lor him, soe as he 
coiihl not for theyr frowardness order and 
reforme ihinges as be desired, w’as atLi,sed 
todirectc out his writtes to certayne (lentell- 
men ot the best abilitye and trust, entitling 
them therin Barrons,'to serve and sitt as 
Barroiis in the next Parliament. B,v which 
mealies he had soe many Barrons in bis Par- 
liament, as were able to w'aigli dow'iie the 
Cleargye and tlieyr frendes ; the which Bar- 
tons they say, w’erc not afterwardos lioriles, 
but only' Barronetts, as sundryc of them doc 
yet retaync the name. And by the like de- 
vise her Majestie may now'e likewise courbe 
and ciittshorte these Irish and lyirul} e Lonles 
that binder all good prpceediiig(‘s, 


Eutlox. It seemeth noe less then for re- 
fonning of all those inconvenient statutes 
that ye noted in the beginning, and re- 
dressing of all those evill customes, and 
lastly, for settling sound religion arimngest 
them : me thiiikcs ye shall not neede any 
more to goe ovi*r those jiarticulars agayne, 
which you menttonod, nor any other w hich 
might hoNides be remenibred,' but to leave 
all to tile reformation of Mieb Parliamentcs, 
in winch, by the good care of the Lord 
Deputye and Counscll they may all be 
amended. Therfore now'C you may come to 
that generall reformation which you sfiake 
of, .md bnugiiig in of ^hat cstahlishmenl, by 
which you sa3'd all men should he conta^ iietl 
in dutji^ever after, w'ithout the terrour of 
! w'urlick c f« >rees, or violent W’restiiigc of th i iigcs 
I b\' sharpe pnnnishmeuts. 

I Iren. 1 will soe at 3’our pleasure, the 
I which (me seemes) canib)' noe meancs be 
■ better plotted then by example of sueh 
! other lealincs as have bone annoj-ed with 
' like evills, that Ireland nowe is, and useth 
still to be. And first in this unr realme of 
England, it is inaiiiibst, by rejiorte of the 
Chronicles and auncictn WTiters, that it was 
greatlye infested with robbers and out-law'cs, 
*wliicli lurked in wroodcs and fast ))laces, 
w'bence they used oftentimes to breaks 
foorthe into the higbe wa3’es, and sometimes 
I into the small village^ to robbe and spoyle. 

1 For redrchs w^bemf it is written that King 
Allured, or Alfretl, who then raigned, did 
devide the realme into shires, and the ^hi^es 
into bundreibes, and the hiindrcthes into 
rapes or W'ajicntakes, and the wa))eiitakes 
into lithingcs : Sis* that tenn titbinges made 
an liimdretlie, and five madiwa lathe or wa- 
lientuko, of w'bicb tenn, ecb one was bomide 
tor .motlier, and llic eldest or best of them, 
whom the3’ called the 'rillviigmau or Burse- 
holder that is, the eldest ideilge, became 
surety e for all the rest. Soe that yf an3’ one 
of them did starte into 0113' uiidntiriill action, 
the Buiseholder was boundc to hringe him 
foorthe, w'hoe jo3'ning cft-soiies with all liis 
tithing, w'ould* jTollowe that loose person 
through all places, till the3' broughte liim in. 
And yf all that tithing fayled, then all that 
lath w 9 # charged for that lythinge, and if 
that lath failed, then all the Aiundnul was 
dcmaimdcd for them; and 3’f the hundred, 
then the shire, wlioe, Joyning eft-soncs 
togitlier, would not rest till 'tlie3' had founde 
out and delivered in that undutifull fcllow'e 
which Avas not amenable to lawe. And 
herin it scentetltj (hat that good Saxop King 
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followed the Gounsell of Jethro to Moyses, 
whoc advised him to devidc the people into 
hundredes, and to sett Captnyiies and wise 
men of trust over them, which should take 
the charge of them, and ease him of that 
burthen. And soe did Korn ulus (as you 
may readc) devidc the Hoinaynes into tribes, 
aacl the tribes into Centuiies or hundreds. 
By this ordinaunce the King brought this 
rcalmc of England, (which before was most 
troublesome) into that quiett state, that noe 
one badd person could startc but he was 
straight taken holde of by those of his mvne 
tithing, and theyr Burseholder, whoc being 
his neghbour or nexj^ kinsman were privye 
to all his wayes, and looked narrowlye into 
his life. The which institution it were 
observed in Ireland) would woorke that 
eflecte which it did then in England, and 
keepe all men within the compass of dutye 
and obedience, qi 

Eudox. This is contrarye to that you 
sayde before ; for, (as 1 Vemember,) you 
sayd there was a greate dispro|iortion betwenc 
England and Ireland, soe ns the lawes which 
were fitting for one \yould not fitt the other, 
Howe comes it then’, nowe, that you would 
transfers a iirincipall institution from Eng- 
land to Ireland ? * 

Ire.n, This lawc was made not by a Nor- 
man Conquerour, but by a Saxon King, at 
what time England yas very like to Indand, 
as nowe it standes : for it was (ns I toldc 
you) greatlye annoved with robbers and oiit- 
lawes, whicli trouble<l the whole state of the 
realme, everve corner having a Robin lloode 
in it, that kepte the woodos an<l snoyled all 
pnasagers and inhabitauntes, ns Ireland nowe 
hath; soe as,bnie seenies, this ordinaunce 
would fitt veryc well, and bring them all into 
avre. 

Eudnx. Then^ when you have thus tithed 
the comiinaltye, as ye say, and set Burse- 
holders over them all, what would ye doe 
when ye come to the gentellmcn ? would yc 
holde the same course ? 

Iren. Yea, marye, most spcciollye; for 
this you must knowc, t^at all the Irish 
allmost boast themselves to be gentcllmen, 
noe less then the Welsh ; for yf he can derive 
himselfe from the head of a septe, W most of 
them can, (and they are expertc by theyr 
^rdes,) then he holdeth himselfe a gen- 
tellman, and thcrupon scometh eftsones to 
woorke, or use any handye laliour, which he 
sayeth is the life 'of a p'easaunte or churle; 
but thencefoorth becometh cither an horse- 
boy, or a stokaghe to some kearne, enuring 


himselfe to his weapon, and to his gentell 
trade of stealing, (as they counte it.) Soe 
that yfagcntellnian, or any woorthy yeoman of 
them', have any children, the eldest perhaps 
shal be kept in some order, but all the rest 
shall shiffe for themselves, and fall to this 
occupation. And moreover it is a pommon 
use amongest some of theyr best gentellmens 
soinu's, that soe soone as they are able to use 
the\^e Aveapons, they straight gather to 
themselves three or fowre straggler^ or 
kerne, with whom, wandring a while idely 
up and dowiic the countrey, taking onelye 
iiicatc, he at last fulleth into some badd 
Decision that shal be olired, Avhicli being 
once made knowen, he is thencefoorth 
counted « man of woorlhe, in whome there is 
couradgt; whenipoii there drc.-.ve unto him 
many other like loose yong men, which, 
stirring him up with encouradgement, pro- 
voke him shortly to fiatt rcliellion ; and this 
happenes not onlye sometimes in the sonnes 
of tlicyr gentcllmen, but oftentimes also of 
theyr nobelimpii, sjieciallye of theyr base 
sonnes, ns tkcre arc fewc' Avithout 'some of 
them. For they are not ashamed onely to 
acknoAvlcdgc them, but also boast of them, 
and use them itn such sccrctt services as they 
themselves Avill not be secne in, as to plague 
theyr encinyes, to spoylc the^nr neghbours, 
to oppress and crush some of their owme to 
stubbunie free-holders, which are not tract.- 
ablc ^o theyr bad Avillcs. Two such bas- 
tardes of the Lord Roches there are nowe out 
in Mounster Aviiom he doth not onely coun- 
tenaunce but also privilye mayntayne and 
relei VC mightoly against his tcnaiintcs ; such 
other is there ot the Earle of Clnncartyc in 
Desmonde, and ma|}y others in many more 
places. 

Eudor. Then it seemes that this onlin- 
aunce»of tithing them by the polle is not 
onelye fitt for the gentcllmen, but also for 
the nobeilmen, whom I Avould liUA'e thought 
to, have bene ot soe honorable myndes, os 
that they ^ should not ncedc such a base 
kinde of being boundc to theyr alleageaunce, 
who should rather huA’-o holde in and staycil 
all others from undutifulness. then needo' to 
be forced thereunto themselves. 

Iren. Yet see it is, Eudoxus: but yet 
because the nobellmen cannot be tithed, th'ere 
being nut many tithinges in them, and also 
because a Burs'eholder over them should not 
onlye be a greate indignitye, but also a daunger 
to add more poAver to them then they have, 
or to makea,one the commaunder of tenn, I 
hold it m«et« thftt there were onely suretyes 
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taken uf them, and one bonndc for another, 
whereby, yf any shall swarve, his 8 uret 3 'e 8 
shall for’Hafegarde of theyr bandcs cither 
bring him in, or sooke to serve upon him : 
and besides this, I would wish them all to be 
Bworne to her Majestic, which they never 
yet were, but at theyr first creation; and 
that oath would sure contayne them greath'c, 
or the hreache of it bring them to aiiorter 
vongeaunce, for (lod useth to punnish per- 
Jurye sharjielyc. Soe I reade, that in tile 
faigne of Edwarde the* Second, and also of 
Henry the Seaventh, (when the times were 
verve broken) that there was a eorporat <»th 
taken of all the lonles and best gfaitell-ineii, 
of feallye to the King, which nowe is noe 
less needfull, because many of them arc sus- 
pected to have taken another oll^e privilyc 
to some badd purposes, and therupon to have 
rcceavedthe Sacrament, and beiuitwornc to a 
preist, which they ihinke bmdeth them mure 
then theyr allcageguce to thej’r IVince, or 
love of the} r conn trey. 

hwlox. This titliing of •that common- 
people, and taking surety es ^f lordes and 
gentellinen, I like veryc well, but that it 
wilbe very troublesome : should it nut be us 
well to have them all bookedjknd the lordes 
and gentell-men to take all the meaner sorte 
u])ou themselves? for they are best able to 
bring them in, whensoever any of them 
sturteth out. 

Iren. This indeede (Eudoxus) hatW liene 
hitherto, and yet is a common orilift* amongest 
them, to have all the peoyde hooked by the 
lordes and gentellnien, but yet it is the 'woorst 
order that ei'cr wa.s devised; for by this 
hooking of men all tlie inferiour sorte are 
brouglu under the comaividu of theyr lordes, 
and forced to folhnve them into any action 
whatsoever. Nowe this vou arc to under- 
stand, that all the rebellions that ydli see 
from time to time hapyicn in Ireland arc not 
begonne by the common peoyde, but bj’ the 
lordes and captaynes of countreyes, iignm 
pride or willfull obstinacye ju'aynst the go- 
vernment, whiidi whensoever they will enter 
into, they drawe with them all theyr peoyile 
and followers, which thinke themselves 
bounde to goe with them, because they have 
booked them and undertaken for them.' And 
this is the reason that ye have fewe such 
b^d occasions here in ‘England, by reason 
that the noblemen, however they should 
hayipcn to be ill disposed, should have noe 
commaunde at all over the comunaltye, 
though dwelling under them, because that 
everyc man standeth uppon himselfe, and 
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I bnildcth his fortunes upon his ownc fayth 
and lirme assuraunce : the which tliis man- 
ner of tithing the polls will woorke also in 
Ireland. For by this the people are broken 
into many small partes, like litle streames, 
that they cannot cusely come togithor inh# 
one head, whmh is the princiymll reg^^de 
that IS to be had hi Ireland to keepe them 
from growing to such a heatl, and adhering 
unto great men. 

Eufhtx. Hut 3 ’«t T can not see howe this 
can be well brought, without doing great 
wrong to tho noblemen there; for at the 
compiest of that n'alinc, those great seg- 
nior 5 *(‘s and lordshi])!^ were given them by 
the Kin^ that they should be the stronger 
agaynst the Irish, by the multitude of lol- 
lowers and tenauntes under them : all w'hich 
hold lhe\r t^nementes of them by fcalhe, 
and such services, wherry they arc (by the 
first graimt of the Kingymade bounde' unto 
them, and tyed to rise out with them into all 
occasions of service. And this £ have often 
hcjirde. that when the Lord Dcymtye hath 
raj’sed any gcnerall hostinges, the noblemen 
lioAip claymed the Icadiag of them, by grauntc 
from tlio Kinges of England under the Hrcate 
^ale exhibited ; soc as the JDeputyes w'ould 
not refuse them to have the leading of them, 
or, yf the}' did, they would soe woorke, as 
none of theyr followers should rise foorthe to 
the hosting, • 

Iren. You say veiy'e true; but -will you 
see the fruitc of the.se grauntes? I have 
knowen when these lonles have had the 
leading of thevr owne followers under them 
to the gcnerall hosting, that they have for 
the same cutt upon every plowland within 
theyr oountrey 40*. or more, ^horehye some 
of them have gathered above 7 or 800/., and 
others much more, into thej'r purse, in lieu 
w'herof they have gathcrecninto themselves 
a nomber of loose keame out of all parlesb 
W'hich the}' have carrj'ed foorth with them, 
to whom they never gave pennye of cntcr- 
tayncment, allowed by the eountrey or forceii 
by them, but let them feedc iijiori the coun- 
treyes, and extort»u]ion all men where tliey 
come ; for that people will never aske bettee 
ciitcrtayyipnentthen to have a colour of service 
or employment given them, by wh^ch they will 
poll and'spoyle soc outragiou’sly, as the verye 
Enemye can not doe much wcKirse : and they 
also sometimes tume to the Enemyes. 

Eudox. It seemes the first intent of these 
grauntes was agaynst the Irish, which nowe 
, some of them use agaynst the Queene her 
I selfe. Hut nowe wlmt remodye is there for 
XX 
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this? Or howe can these graiintes of the 
Kiuges be avuydod, ^thout wronging of 
those lordes which had those landes and 
lordships given Uiem? 

Iren. Surely they may be well enough ; 
for most of those lordes, since theyr lint 

S tes from tlie Jvinges by which these 
i were given them, hifl‘e sithence be- 
stowed the must parte of them ainongcst theyr 
kinsfolkes, as even' lorde perhaps in his time 
hath given one or other of his principall cas- 
tells to his yongcr sonne, and other to others, 
as largely and os amplye as they were given 
to him ; and others they have sold, and othen 
they have bought, whKh were not in theyr 
first grannte, which nowe neverthel^s they 
bring within the compass therof, anduke and 
exacto upon them, as upon tlieirfirst demeatiea, 
all those kmde of services, j-ea and the veiye 
wilde Irish exactions, as Coignye and 
Liverye, for him. Iiul such like, by which 
they poll and utterly undoe the poore teii- 
aiintcs and freeholdfers unto them, which 
either through ignoraunce knowe not theyr 
tenures, or through greatness of theyr newe 
lordes dare not challenge them; yea, fnd 
some lordes of countreyes also, as greate ones 
as themselves, are nowe by strong hand 
brought under them, and made theyr viusalls.* 
As for example Arondell of Stronde in the 
Gouutye of (^rcke, whoe was aunciently a 
greate lorde, and was c^fie to spend 35001. by 
the yeare, as appeareth by good Uecordes, is 
nowe become the Lord Barryes man, and 
doth to him all the services which are due 
unto her Majestie. For reformation of all 
whicli, it were good that a commi&sion should 
be graunted fourth under tlie Great Seale, as 
1 have seene oifte recorded in the old counsell 
booke of Mounster; It was sent foorthe in the 
time of Sir William Drurye unto persons of 
specifldl trust aiffl juilgeiuent to enquire 
throughout all Ireland, beginning with one 
countye first, and soe resting a whUe till the 
same were settled, by the verdicte of a 
sounde and snbstantiall jurye, how everye | 
man holdeth his landes, of whom, and by 
what tenure, soe that everye one should 
admitted to shewe and exhibite what right 
he ha^, and by what services he holdetli his 
land, whether in cheif or in 8oca6^«^ or in 
kiiightes service, or howe else soever. Tlier- 
upon would appeare. first howe all those 
greate English lordes doe dayme those great 
services, what s^gnioiyes they usurpe, whf^ 
wardeships thev take from the Queenc, what 
landes of hers ^ey conceals: and then howe 
those Irish capta'vnes of countreyes have 


eucroched upon the (lueenes free-holders and 
tenauntes, howe they have translated the 
tenures of them from English holding unto 
Irish Tanistriit, and defeated her Majestie of 
all the rightes and dutyes which are to 
accrewe to her thcroiit, as wardeships, 
liveryes, mariadges, fines of alienatioiu, and 
manye other comodityes; which nowe are 
kcptc^and concealed from her Majestie to the 
value of yearely, I dare undertake, 

iivall Ireland, by that which 1 knowe in one 
countye. 

Eutlox. This, irenseus, would seemc u 
daungemus commission, and readye to stiirc 
up all the Irish into rebellion, whoe knowing 
that they have nothing to shewe for all those 
landes which they holde, but theyr swoordes, 
would rather drawe them then suffer theyr 
landes to be thus drawen away from them. 

Iren. No/ilier should theyr landes be taken 
away from them, nor the uttermost advaun- 
t^cs cuforccil agaynst them: But this by 
discretion of the commissioners should lie 
made knowen unto them, that it is not her 
Majesties ^meaning to use any such ex- 
tremityc, but onely to reduce thinges into 
order of Plnglish lawc, and make them to hold 
theyr landes o^iher Majestie, and restore to 
her her due services, wlii(;h they detayne out 
of those landes which were aunciently held 
of her. And that they should not ondye not 
be thrust out, but also have estates and 
graimtes of theyr landes nowe made to them 
from her Majestie. soe as they should thence- 
foorth holde them rightfulfye, which they 
nowe usurpe most wrongfullye ; and yet with- 
all 1 would wish, that in all those Irish 
countreyes there were some land reserved to 
her Majesties free (^position for the better 
contayiiiiig of the rest, and entermcdling 
tliem with English inhabitauntes and cus- 
tumcs,ithat kmiwledge might still be had by 
them, and of all tlieyr doinges, soe os noe 
manner of practice or conspiracy e should be 
ha(^ m hand ainongcst them, but notice should 
be gwen therof by one meanes or other, and 
theyr practises prevented. 

Eudox. Truly e neither can the English, 
nor yet the Irish lords, thinke themselves 
wronged, nor hardlye dealt withall herin, 
to have that indeede which is none of theyr 
owne at all, but her Majesties absolutly, 
given to them with such cquull condicions, as 
that both they may be assured therof, better 
then they are, ^d also her Majeslie not de- 
frauded of her right utterlye ; for it is a great 
grace in a prince, to take that with condicions 
which is -^isolutely her owne. Thus sluiU the 
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Irish be well satisfyed, and as for the great 
men which had such grauntes made them at 
first by the Kinges of England, it was in re- 
gards that they sTiould keepe out the Irish, and 
defend the Kinges right, and his subjectes : but 
nowe seeing that, instcedc of defending them, 
they robbe and spoylc them, and, instcedc of 
keeping out the Irish, they doe not onelye 
make the Irish theyr tenauntes ins those 
hindes. and thrust out the t^nglish, but also 
they themselves become meere Irish, wTfeh 
marrying wiHi them, • fo.string with them, 
and combining with tliem ngaynstthe ( iueene: 
what reason is there but that those grauntes 
and privil edges should l)e either revokeil.or at 
least reduced to the first intention lor which 
tlioy were graimtedV For sure in mym* 
opinion they are more sharply to l^e chastised 
and reformed then the rude Irish, which, being 
verye wilde at the lirst, are ifcwe become 
somewhat more civill, when as these from 
civilityc arc growth to be w'ildc and mecrc 
Irish. 

Iren. Inde^lc as you say/iEudoxus, these 
doe neede a sharper refoViniftioA then the 
verye Irish, for they arc much more stubborne, 
ami disobedient to lawe and government, then 
the Irish lie, and more malic Aus to the Eng- 
lish that daylye are sent over. 

Eudox. Is it possible I pray you? Ilowe 
comes it to pass, and ivhat may be the reason 
thorof? 

Iren. Marye ! they say that the 1«nde is 
tlieyrs ouely Ijy right, being first conquered by 
theyr auucestouis, and that they are wronged 
by thenewc English mens intruding therunto, 
w’iiom they call Alloonagh w'ith as greatc re- 
[iroche as they ivould rate a <logge. And for 
that some of theyr aunc^stmirs were in time^ 
past (when they' were civill and iiicomipted) 
Justices and Deputyes ofthelando,they^hinke 
that the like autlioritye should be {^en to 
them, and the charge of the realme left in 
theyr handes ; which, for that they see it nowo 
otherwise disposed, and that tnist not given 
them (which theyr auncestours had) they 
thinke themselves greatly indignifyed and dis- 
frraced, and thereby growe both discontented 
and undutifiill. 

Eudox. In truth , I rcnisus, this is more then 
ever I heoi'de, that English-Irish there sliould 
be wooTse then the wilde Irish : Lord ! howe 
quickly dothtliatconntrey alter mens natures^! 
It is not for nothing (1 perceave) that 1 have 
heard, that the Counsel! of England thinke it 
noe good pollicie to have that realme reformed, 
or planted with Plnglish, leut*they should 
growe as undutifull as the Irish, and become 


much more daungenius : as appeared! by the 
example of the Lacies in the time of Edward 
the Second, which you spoke of, that shooke 
of theyr alleagcaunce to theyr naturall Prince, 
and turned to the Scott (Edward le Bruce), 
devising to make him King of Ireland. 

Iren. Koe ^mes have bene without badd 
men : but as for that purpose of the Counsell 
of England, which ye spake of, that they 
should keepe that realme from reformation, I 
tliuike they' are most lewdly abused, forthovr 
great carefulness and earnest endevours doe 
I witness the contrary e. Neither is it the 
iiatiiTc of tlic countrev to alter mens manners, 
but the Ladd mynde^ of them, wlioe haiiiig 
bene bgiught up at home under a straight 
rule of dutveaiid obedience, being allwayes re- 
strayned by' sharpe peualtyes from lewde be- 
haviour, soe soone as they come thither, 
w'herc they see la wca 'slackly u tended, 

and the harde restraynt which they' w'crc userl 
unto nowe slacked, they giow'P more loose and 
I careless of theyr duty e : and as it is the 
nature of all men to love libertye, soe thev 
I become tlatt libertines, and fall' to all lie-eii- 
I tiogsness, more boldlyWdaring to disobey' the 
j lawe, through the presumption of favour and 
l/rendship, then any Irish dare. 

! Ewlttx. Then yf that be soe. (me thinkes) 
your late advisement was every evill, w'herby 
you wished the Irish to be sowed and sprint 
I kled with the PhiglisH) and in all the Irish 
aiuntreycs to have English plaunted amongest 
them, for to bring them to ICnglish fashions, 
since the Pmglish be sooner drawen to the 
Irish then the Irish to the English: for os 
j'ou sayd before, if they must runne with the 
kreame, the greater number will cairyc away 
the less : Therfore (me seemes) by this rea- 
son it should bo better to parte the Irish and 
English, then to mingle thgpi togither. 

Jren. Not soe, Eudoxus ; for where there 
is noe good stay of government, and strong 
ordinaunces to holde them, there indeede the 
fewer will followe the more, but where there is 
due order of discipline and good rule, there 
the better shall goe fonnost, and the woorse 
shall followe. And therfore nowe. since Ire- 
land is full of her (;wne nation, that may not 
be root^4 <^ut. and somewhat stored with 
English allreadye, and more tc^be, I thinke 
it bestbjrau union of manners, and confor- 
mitye of myndes, to bring tliem to be one 
people, and to putt away the dislikefull con- 
ceit both of the one, and the other, which wil 
be by noe meanes Litter then by this enter- 
mingling of them : That neither all the Irish 
may dwell togither, nor all the English, but 
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by translating of them and scattring of them 
b}' small numbers amongost the J'higlish, not 
oncly to bring them by dailye conversation 
unto better liking of ech other, but also to 
make both of them less able to hurtc. And 
therfore when I come to the tithing of them, 

I wifi tithe them one with ifliother, and for 
the most parte will make an Irisli man the 
tithing man, Avherby he shall take the less 
exception to parcialitye, and yet be the more 
tyed thereby. I>nl nheni come tc» the llead- 
iiorougli, n iiich is the head of the Ijathc, him 
will I make an hhiglish man, or an Irish man 
of noe small assiiraunce^ as also when I come 
to appoyntc the Alderman, that is the head of 
that hundred, him will I surely ehoose to be 
an English man of speciall regarde, that may 
be a stave and piller of all the bouroughes 
under him. 

Eutlttx. What tKe you mcane by your 
hundred, and what by Vour bourongh ? lij’ 
that, ^vhich I have reade in auncient recortles 
of England, an hundred did contayne an 
hundreth villages, or as some say an hiindreth 
plowlandes, being the a'lmenlnch the Saxons 
called a Cantred ■, the vmieh cantred, as I tindc 
recorded in the hlacke Ixtoke of Ireland, did 
contayne JIO Villatas ternn, which some* 
call, quarters <if laud, and ever}* Villata can 
maintaync 400 cowes in pasture, and the 400 
con os to be devided ii^ fowre heardcs, so as 
none of them shall comenecre another: every 
Villata containeth 17 plowlands, as is there 
sett downe. And by that which I have 
reade of a bourough it signilieth a free towne, 
-which had a principall officer, called a head- 
bourough, to become ruler, and undertaker for 
all the dwellers under him, having for the 
same fraunchisos and priviledges graunted 
them by the Kin& wherof it was called a free 
bouiough, and ft’ the lawyers Francipk- 
giutn. 

Iren. Both that which you say, Eudoxus, 
is true, and yet that which 1 say not untrue; 
for that which ye siiake of deviding the coun- 
trey into hundreds was a division of the 
landes of the realme, but t\)is which I tell, 
was of the people, whoe were thus devided 
by the poll : soe that an hundreth m tliis sense 
signifieth an hundreth pleilges, wlfith were 
under the cofhaiinde and assuraunce of theyr 
alderman, the which (as 1 siqiposo) was also 
called a w'apentake, soe named of touching 
the wapen or sparke of ^eyr alderman, and 
swearing to Ibllowe him faythfidlye and 
^rve the.vr l*rince trulye. But others thinke 
that a wapentake was 10 hundreds or 
houFoughs: Likewise a bouroughe. as I here I 


use it, and as the old lawc stiU use it, is nota 
bourough towne, as they nowc call it, that is 
a fraunchise towne, but a maync pledge of a 
hundreth free persons, therfore called a free 
bourough or (as ye say) ^ranciplegium : For 
Borh in old Saxon signifyeth a pled^ or 
Buretye, and yet it is soe used with us in some 
speacl^s, as Chaucer sayeth; St. John to 
l^rrowe, that is for assuraunce and wnrrantyc. 

iEvdox. T coucenve the dilTercnce. But 
nowRihatye h.ive thus devided the people 
into those Vithinges and hundreds, howc ivill 
you have iliem soe j reserved and continued? 
For people doe often chaungc theyr dwell- 
inges, and some must dye, whilst othersome 
doe groivc up unto strength of ycarcs, anil 
become men, 

Jren. 'i’lieso hundreds I would wish them 
to ahsemblfci themselves once every ycare 
with theyr pledges, and to present them- 
selves before the justices pf the peace, w^hich 
shal be themunto ap])oyntcd, to Ite surveyed 
mul numbreil, tt> what chaunge liath 
happened «inac the yearc before; and the 
defeetes to supplyc of those yong plaiintcs 
late groweii up, the which arc diligently to 
Iks overlooked a|Kl vicw(*d of M'hat condreion 
and demeanour they be, soe as pledges may 
be taken for them, and they iiutt into order 
of some tithing : of all which alterations note 
is to be taken, and bookes made thereof ac- 
cordingjy. 

Eumve. Nowe (me thinkes) Irenscus, ye 
are to be warned to take hcede, least una- 
wares ye fall into tliat inconvenience which 
you fonneily found faulte with in others; 
namely, that by this booking of them, you 
doe not gather them |tnto a iicwe head, and 
having broken theyr foniier strengthe, doe 
not agajme unite them more stronglj-e : For 
cveryeimdennan, having all these free pledges 
of^ his hundred under his cuinaund^, (me 
thinkes) yf he be ill disposed, may drawe all 
hist^mpanie unto any evill action. And 
likewise, by this assembling of them once a 
yeare unto theyr alderman by theyr wapen- 
takes, take heede least ye also give them oc- 
casion and mcanes to practise any harmc in 
any coiisiiiracye. 

Iren. Beiihcr of both is to be doubted; 
for the aldermen and headlMmmughes will 
not be such men of power and countenaunco 
of themselves, being to be chosen thereunto, 
as neede to he feared : Neither, yf he were, is 
his hundred at his comaunde further then his 
Princes service ; and alsoeveiye tithing-nian 
may Control! him in such a case. And os for 
the assembling of the hundred, much le s s ia 
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any daun|;ur thcrof to be doubted, sein^ it is 
to "be before a justice of peace, or some 
constable to be tliereunto appoynted : Sue as 
of these tithiiigcs there can noe perill <'usiie, 
but a eertavne assurauiice of i)cac(i and ^reat 
pMid; for they are (hereby withdra wen from 
tlieyr lordes, and subjected to theyr I’riiice. 
Moreover lor tlie better breaking of those 
luiades ainl septs, which (1 tolde win) was 
one of the greatest strengthes of tue Irish, 
me thinkes, it should doe very well to reuewe 
that old statute in Ireland that w'as made in 
the realme of England (in the raigne of 
Edward the Fourth), by which it was coni- 
aunded, that wheras all men then used to be 
called by the name of theyr septs, according to 
theyr sitvcrall nations, and had noe siirmuncs 
at all, that from ihencefoorth ech one should 
tuke unto himselfc a several! sifrnaine, cither 
of his trade or facultye, or of^ome <piahlye 
of his body or myud, or of the place wheie he 
dwelt, soe as everye one should be distin- 
guished from tiie otlier, or from the most 
parte, wherby they shall n^t 011 cly not dc]iend 
upon the head of theyr sept, as nowc they 
di>e, but also shall in shortc time learnc quite 
to forgett this Irish nation. And heerewithall 
would 1 also wish all th^ Oes and Macks, 
which the heads of the septa have taken t§ 
theyr names, to be uttcrlye forbidden and ex- 
tinguished ; for that the same being an old 
manner (as some say) first made by 0 -Bricn 
for the strengthning of the Irish, the abro- 
gating therof will as much cn^ebk^ them. 

Endux. I like this ordinamice verycwell ; 
hut nowe that ye have thus devided and dis- 
tinguished them, what other onler will yc 
take for thevr maimer of life? For all this, 
though perhaps it may keejic them from 
disobedience and dL*oyaltye, yet will it not 
bring them from tlieyr barbarisme and sa- 
vadge life. •' 

Iren, The next thing that I will doe 
shalbe to appointe to cverj'^e one, that is not 
able to live of his free-holde, a certa^S trade 
of life, to which he shall finde himselA nttest, 
and shalbe thought ablest, the which trade 
ho shalbe bouiide to followe, and live oiiely 
thcriipon. All trades therfore, it is to be un- 
derstood, are to be of three kindcs, manuall, 
intellectuall. and mixt. The first contayn- 
ing all such as needeth exercise of bothdye 
labour to the perfourmaunce of thejT pro- 
fession; the other consisting onelye of the 
exercise of witt and reason; the third sort, 
partly of bodelye labour, and partly of witt, 
but depending most of iuduat^'e and caicfuU- 
ness. Of the first aorte be a^l handycraftes 


and husbandrye labour. Oi ttic second )>e 
all sciences, and (hose which aie called (he 
lihcrull artes. OI the thirde is marchaiulize 
and cluftcrie, tliat is, buying and selling; 
and without all these three there is noe »-om- 
moinvoalth can alhnost consist, fir at the 
least hi; ])erfect. But that wretched realiuo 
of Irelaiul wanteth the most laiiifipall of 
them, that is, the inicllcctuull ; therfore in 
becking to relormc her state it is specially to 
be looked unto. But because of husbandrye, 

I which supplj eth unto us .all neccssar\ c thinges 
I for foode, wherby we cheilly live, therfore 
it is first to be provided for. TJie first thing 
iherffire tluit we qje to drawc these newe 
tithed men unto, ought to be husb.aiidryc. 
First,* because it is the most easye to be 
Icaincd, needing oncly the labour of the 
bodye; next, because it is most gencrall and 
most ncedefull; tb(*n, because it is most 
ii.aturall; and lastly^ because it is most 
enemy to W'arre, and most, hateth iiiupiictt- 
ncss; As the Toot say eth, 

‘ bellu cxccrata colonis ; ’ 

for husbandrye being the nurse of thrift, and 
flic daugh ter ol indufLrye and labour, detc.steth 
all that may woorke her hinderaunce. and dis- 
troye the truvell of her haudes, whose hope 
is all her lives eoniforte unto the plough : ther- 
fotc all those Kearnc, Stokaghs, and llorsc- 
boyes arc to be driven and made to emidoye 
that ablenesse of "odye, which they were 
wonte to use to thefte and villauye, heiicc- 
foorth to labour and industrye. In the which, 
by that time they have speute but a litle 
payue, they will finde such sweetness and 
hapjiy coiitentment, that they Avill alter- 
wanles hardly be haylei^aAvay from it. or 
drawen to theyr wooutod Icwt^c life in thee- 
vcryc and rogerye. And being thus once 
entred thereunto) theygire not onely to l»e 
countenaunced and cncouradgcd by all g«iod 
mcanes, but also provided that theyr chihlrcn 
after them may be brougiit up likewise in 
the same, and succeed c in the roomes of theyr 
fathers. To which end tliere is a Statute in 
Ireland allrei^ye well provided, which com- 
aundeth that all the sonnes of husbandmen 
shal be trayned up in theyr fathers trade, 
but Ms (God wote) very slenderh’e executed. 

Ettdox. But doe you not counte, in this 
trade of husbandrye, iiasturing of cattell, and 
keeping of theyr cowes, for that is reckned 
08 a parte of husbandrye ? 

Iren, I knowe it is, and needfullye to be 
used, but I doe nut meanc to alloAve anyc of 
those able bodyes, which arc able to" use 
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bodely labour, to folio we a fewecowcs grasing, 
but such impotent persons, as being unable 
for strong travel!, arc yet able to drive 
cattell to and fro the pasture ; for this 
keeping of cowes is of it selfe a verye idle 
life, and a fitt nurserj'c of a theefc. For 
which cause ye remember that I disliked the 
Irish^manner of keeping Bolyeh iu Sommer 
upon the nioiintayncs, and living after that 
savoilgc sorte. But yf they will algatca 
feede many cattell, or keepe* them on the 
inountaynes, lett them make some towucs 
necre the monntaynes side, where they 
may dwell togither with neghboura, and be 
conVersaunt in the viewe«of the w’orld. And, 
to say truth, though Ireland be by/iature 
counted a great soyle of pasture, 3 ’et had 1 
rather have fewer cowes kept, and men better 
mannered, then to have such huge encrease 
of cattell, and noe encrease of good condi- 
cions. 1 would therArfe wish that there were 
made some ordinaunoos amongest them, that 
whosoever keepeth twcnt 5 'e kine should keepe 
<1 plough goin^, for otherwise all men nould 
fall to pasturmg, and none to husbandry e, 
which IS a gieat cause o4*lhis dearth nowe yi 
li^ngland, and a cause of the usuall stealthes 
nowe in Ireland : For lookc into all coun> 
treyes that live in such sorte by keeping of 
cattell, and you shall tinde that* they arelwth 
verye harharoiis and uncivill, and also greatly 
given to Avarre. 'fhe T.f-larians, the Musco- 
vites, the Norwayes, the Gothes, the Ar- 
meiiiuiis, and many others doe Avitness the 
same. And therefore since noAvc we purpose 
to drawe the Irish from desire of warres and 
tumults, to the loA^e of peace and civilitye, it 
is expedient to abridge theyr great custome 
of bearding, and figment theyr more trade of 
tillage and liftsbandrA^e. As for other occu- 
pations and trades, they neede not to he en- 
forced to, but eve^' man bouiide oneh'e to 
foIloAve one that he thinkes himselfc aptest 
for. For other trades of arli fleers aa'II he 
occupied for verye necessityc, and coii- 
strayned use of them ; and soe likeivise will 
marchandise for the gaync therof ; hut learn- 
ing, and bringing up in liberaU sciences, will 
not come of it selfe, but must lie drawen on 
witli straight laAves and ordinauncc!^:. And 
tberforc it Avere meete that such an acte Avere 
ordayned, that Ull the sonnes of lordes, gen- 
tellinen, and such others as are able to bring 
them up in learning, should be trayned up 
inerin from theyr child-hoode. And* for that 
end Gveryc parriah should be forced to koene 
one pett}'e school-master, adjoyning to the 
parish church, to be the more m Aiewe, which 


should bring up theyr children in the first rudi- 
mciites of letters : and that, in every e countroy 
or barronye, they should keepe an other able 
sdiool-mastcr, Avhicli should instruete them 
in grammer, and in the principles of sciences, 
to whom they should be compelled to send 
thcAT youth to be disciplined, wherby tkov 
will in shorte time growe up to that civill 
conversrtion, that both the children will lotli 
theyr former rudeness in which th^y Avere 
hreoH, and also the parentes Avill, even by 
the example of theyr j-Amg children, pcrceave 
the fowleness of thejT owne brutish beha- 
viour compared to tlieyrs : for learning hath 
that wonderfull power iii it selfe, that it can 
soften and temper the most sterne and saA'age 
nature. 

Ettdox. ^'irelye I am of your mynd, that 
nothing will bring them from theyr uiieivill 
life sooner tlufi learning and discipline, next 
after the knoAvledge and feare of God. And 
therfore 1 doc still expect; that ye should 
come thei unto, and sett some r>vdor for i eforma- 
tioii of religion, which is first tube respeclcd ; 
aeeorcling to'thS saying of CiiuisT, ‘First 
seeke the kingdome oi" heaven, and the righte- 
ousTies therof.’ 

. Iren. I haA'O fti niynde soe to doe ; but 
lett. me (1 pray you) first finish that A\hieh 1 
had in hand," wlicrhy nil the ordiiiatinees 
Avhich shall afterAx anies be sett for religion 
may abide, the more tirmclyc, an»l be observed 
more dilifjcntlA'c. Noavc that this people is 
thus tithed Aid ordered, and everye one 
bound unto some honest trade of life, which 
shal bo particularly entred and sett doAvnc in 
the tithing boojte, yet perhaps there wil be 
some stragglers and runnagates Avhich will not 
of themselvc come in rnd yeeld themselv'es 
to this order, and yet after the avcII finishing 
of this present warre, and establishing of the 
garrisons^n all strong places of the countrey, 
Avhere theyre Avoonted refuge Avas must, I doe 
suppose there Avill feAA'e stand out, or yf they 
doe, tt)^' will shortly be brought in by the 
earcs: But yet ofterwardcs, least any one 
of these should swarve, or any that is tyed to 
a trade should afterwardes not followe the 
same,, according to this institution, but should 
straggle up and downe the countrey, or miche 
in corners amongest. theyr frendra idlye, as 
Carooghs, Bardes, Jesters, and such like, I 
would Airish that there were a I'rovost Marshall 
appoynted in 'everye shire, which should con- 
tinuallye walkc through the countrey, with 
halfe a douzen, or half a score of horsemen, to 
tike up such ioose persons as they should 
finde thus Avandring, whom he should punnish 
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by Ilia owiiu uutkontye, with such paytUM as 
the persons should seeme to deserve : fur yf he 
be but once taken soe idlye roging, lie may 
punnish him more lightlyei as with stockes, 
nr such like ; but yf he be foinide agayne sue 
loytring, ho may scourge him with whippes, or 
Toddes, after wHich yf he be agayne taken, left 
him have the bitterness of the marshall lawc. 
Likewise yf any relickes of the old r^icllinii 
he founde* by liim, that have not either come 
in and submitted themselves to the lawe*or 
\hat having once coincf in, doc breakc foortho 
agayne, or walko disorderlye, lett them ta^te 
of the same cupp in Gods name ; for it was 
due unto them for theiT lirst guilte, and imwe 
being revived by theyr later loosenesM, lett 
them have theyf hrst desarte, as nowe being 
foiiiidc iinfitt to' live in a commonvoalth. 

Kudox. This were a good manner ; but me 
thinkes it is an unncccssaryc %:harge, and 
also untitt tn continue the name or forme of 
any marshall lawcf when as there is a proper 
officer allrcadye appoynted for these turnes, 
to witt the sheriff of the shife. whoso peculiar 
office it is to walkc continualiye up and 
tlowne his baly-wick, as ye w’ould have a 
marshall, to snatche up all those runnagates 
and unprofitable members, add to bring them 
to his goale to be punnished for the same. 
Therforc this may well be spared. 

Iren, Not soe, me seemes ; for though the 
siierriff have this authoritye of liimselfe to 
take up all such stragglers, and i«ii>rison 
them, yet shall he not doe soe* much good, 
n<»r woorke that terrour in the hartes of them, 
that a marshall shall, whom they shall knowc 
to have power of life and death in .*<0011 cases, 
and spcciallye to be appo^mted fur them: 
Neither doth it hinder but that, though 
it pertayne to the sherriff, the sherritt* may 
diie therin what he can, and yet the marshall 
may walke his course liesidcs ; for*both of 
them may doe the more good, and more 
terrifye the idle rogues, knowing that though 
he have a watchc upon the one, yet bf may 
light upon the other, lint this proviso is 
needcfull to be had in this case, that the 
sheriff may not have the like power of life 
as the maishull hath, and as heertofore they 
have bene accustomed ; for it is daungerous 
to give power of life into the handes of him 
which may have benefitt bv the pnrtyes 
death, afs rf the sayd hnwe liver have any 
gno(b of liis owne, the SherrilT is to soaze 
thcrupon, wherby it hath often come to pass, 
that some that have not deserved perhaps | 
judgement of death, tliough otherwise perhaps' | 
o£fendin|b have 'bme for theyr goodes soke i 


caught up, and carryed straight to the boughe ; 
a thing indeede veVy pittiful and verye horri- 
ble. Therfore by noc meanes I would vrish 
the Sherriff to havcsuch authoritye, nor yet to 
emprison that loosell till the sessions, for soe 
all gayles might stmiie bo tilled, but to send 
him to theMarsholl, whoe, eftsoncs findinc him 
faiiltye, shall gjfve him meete correctionj*and 
j ridd him away foorthwith. 

I Eudox. I doc nowe pcrccave your reason 
well. But come we nowe to that wherof we earst 
spake, I mean, to religion and religious men ; 
What order will you sett amongest them ? 

, Iren. For reli^on litlehavel to saye, my 
I selfc being (as I sayil) not professed therin, 
and it ij^lfe being blit one, soe as there is but 
1 one wave therin; for that which is true 
I onelye is, and the rest are not at all, yet in 
I planting of religion thus much is neediull to 
be observed, that it be iu>t sought forcebly to 
be impressed into them with terrour and 
shariie {K'nalties, as nowe is the mamicr, but 
rather delivi^red and intimated with milcIcneaB 
and gentleness, soe as it may not be haled 
afore it be understood, and theyr Professors 
diepised and rejected# For this"! knowe that 
the most of the Irish are soe farre from under- 
standing of the popish religion as they ore of 
the pnitestauntes profession ; and yet doe 
they hate it though unknowen, even for the 
very hatred which they have of the English 
and theyr governmei#.* Therfore it is expe- 
flieiit that some discreefe Ministers of theyr 
owne coiintrcy-men be first sent amongest 
them, which by theyr milde persuasions and 
instructions, as also by thc} r sober life and 
conversation, may drawe them first to under-' 
stand, and afterwardcs to embrace, the doc- 
trine of thevr salvation; Vor yf that the 
aiincient godly Fathers, which firat converted 
them, beinge infidells, to the faith, were able 
to drawe them from InAlelitye and paga- 
nisme to the true beleefe in Chhist, as St. 
Pattricke, and St. t'oluiiiki bowe much more 
easolie shall the godlyc teachers bring them 
to the true understanding of that which 
they allready profess? wheriii it is greate 
wonder to seethe oddes wdiich is betwene 
tlie zeale of Popish preistes, and the 
Ministf^ of the Gaspell; for they spare not 
to come out of Spayne, from Rome, and 
from Rhemes, by long toyle aftd daungerous 
travell hither, where they knowe perrill of 
death awayteth them, and noe rewarde nor 
richess is to lie foiinde, oncly to drawe the 
|)cople to the Church of Rome; wheros some 
of our idell Ministers, having a waye fur 
credit and estimation th^eby opened unto 
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them, and liaving the liviiij 5 es of the eountrey 
offered them, witliout payiies, and wiliioiit 
pcrrill, will neither for the same, nor for any 
love of God, nor zeale of religion, nor for all 
tlie good they might doe by winning of soe 
many sowles'to God, be draweii foortli from 
theyV warine nests and tlieyr sweete loves 
sideto looke out into Godes Hbr vest, which is 
even readye for the sickle, and all the lieldes 
yellowe hirig agoe : doubtless those good old 
godly Fathers wdl (1 feare me) rise np in 
the i)aye of Judgement to enndemne them. 

Eudax. Surel>e, it is great piftye, 
Ircncus, that there are none chosen out of 
the Ministcra of Fngl«nd, good, sober, and 
discreet men. \\hich miglit be sent over 
thither to t cache and instructe thim, and 
that there is not as much care had of theyr 
sowles as of thej’^r bodyes; for the care of 
both lyeth upon the Prince. 

Iren. Were thcA never soe mauy sent 
over they should doe smal good till one 
enonnitye be taken from them, that is, that 
lK»th they be restrayned from sending theyr 
yonge men abrodetx) other Universities be- 
yond the seas, as Hhei|'es, Doway, LovayujB, 
and the like, and that others from abrodc be 
restrayned from coining to them ; for they 
lurking secretly in theyr bowses and in 
corners of the countrey iloe more hiirte and 
hinderaunce to religion with theyr private 
persuasions, then all th^ others can due good 
with theyr publicke instructions ; and though 
for these later there be a good statute tlierc 
onlay ned, yet the same is not executed, aud as 
for the former there is iioc lawc nor order for 
•theyr restrainte at all. 

Endox. 1 marvayh; it is noe better Iwikcd 
unto, aud not oiify this, but that also which, 

1 remember, you meiicioned in your abuses 
concerning tlie prolitts and revenues of the 
landes of fugitivis in Ireland, which by 
pretence of certayne colourable convey- 
auiiees are sent contiiiuallye over unto 
them, to the comforting of them and others 
agaynst her Majestie, for which heere in 
England there is good order taken ; and 
W'hye not then as well in Ireland? For 
though there be noe statute there enacted 
therfore, yet might her Majestie, ^In*^ her 
onelye prerogative, seaze all the fruits and 
profitts of thtee fugitives landei- into her 
handcs, till they come over to tcstifye theyr 
true alleageaunce. 

Jren. Indeede she might soe doe; but 
the cumbrous times doe perhajis hinder the 
regarde therof, and of many other good in- 
tentions. 


Eutlox. Ihit why then did they not mynd 
it in peaceable times ? 

Iren. Leave we that to theyr grave 
considerations, but proceede we forwards. 
Next care in religion is to Imildc up and re- 
liaj^re all the ruinous churchcK, wJicrof the 
most parte lye even with the gruunde,fand 
some that have bene lately repayml are soe 
unhai^.soinelye patched, and tliatched, that 
men doe even shnnne the jdaces lor the 
iiiRomeliness therof ; therfore 1 would wish 
that there were onler taken to have tliem 
builte in some better forme, according to tlie 
churches of England ; for the outwanl shewc 
(assure y(*ur selfe) doth greatlve drawe the 
rude people to the reverencing and fre- 
quenting therof, what ever some of our late 
to nice loolcs sayc, — ‘there is nothing in the 
soemelyc forme and comely orders of the 
churche.’ ^nd, for soe keejiing and con- 
tinuing them, there should likewiso Church - 
wardens of tlie gravest niq> in the j)arrish be 
appoynted, as there be heere in England, 

I which should taivC the yearely charge botli 
herof, and also 'of the schoole-iiowses, which 
1 wished to be builded neere to the sayd 
churches ; for mayiitenaunce of both wdiich, 
it were meete tiyiat some sovcrall portion of 
' lande were allotted, sith no more mort- 
mains are to be looked for. 

Eudnx. Indeede (me scemes) it w'oiild be 
soe eonv’^enient ; but when all is done, how'o 
will yc^ave your churches served, or youi 
Ministers miyntainedV since the livinges 
(as you sayd) are not suflicicnt scarce to 
make them a newc gowne, much less to 
yeehh* meete maiiitcnaiince according to the 
digiiitie of theyr degree. 

Iren. There, is iioq way to hel|)C that, 
but to laye tw'o or thre; of them togithcr, 
untill such time as the countrey growe more 
riche and better inhabited, at which time the 
tithes and other obkations W'ill .also be more 
augmented and better valewed: Hut nowc 
that.i^e have gone thus through all that 
theyr sortes of trades, and sett a course for 
theyre good establishment, lett us (yf you 
please) goe next to some other needefull 
pointes ot other publicke matters, noe less 
concerning the good of the commoiiweale, 
though but aecidentallye de|)eiiding on the 
former. And first 1 wish that order were 
taken for the cutting dowiie and opening of 
all paces through wood(‘s, soe that a wide 
wave of the space of a hundreth yardes might 
be layed o[)en in eveiyc of tliem for the safetie 
of travellers, vdiich use often in such perilous 
places to be robbed, aud sometimes mur- 
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thercd. Noxt, that bridges were buiitc 
upou all rivers, anil all the foordcs marred 
and spilte, soe as none might pass any other 
waye but by those bridges, and cvwye 
bridge to have a gate and a small gatA3- 
liowse sett theron; whcrof this good will 
come that nou night stealthes (whieli arc 
cominoiilyo driven in by-wayes and by 
blinile foordos unused of anye but suej^ like) 
shal be convayerl out of one countrey into 
another, as the^' use, but they must passHiy 
* I hose bridges, where -they may lie cither 
haply encountred, or easely tracked, or not 
suffired to pass at all, by ineaiies of those 
gate-howses : Also that in all stray tes and 
■narrowe passages, as betwene two bogges, 
or through any deepe foordc, or under any 
mountayne side, there shoulil bysoine litfc 
foTtilage. or wooden castell sett, which 
should keepe and comaunde #iat strayte, 
whi'rby any rcboll that should come in the 
countrey might bt stopped the wave, or pass 
with great ]ierill. Moreover, that all highe 
waves should be fenced and shiitt up on 
both sides, leaving onel 3 r* fdttye foote 
breadthe for passage, soe as none should be 
able to passe but through the highe waye, 
wherby theeves and night iobbers might be 
the more easely pursued and encountred, 
when there shal ‘be noe other waye to drive 
theyr stollen cattcll but therin, as I forraer- 
lye ’declared. Further, that there sliould lie 
ju sundrye convenient places, by tlie high 
waves, townes appoynted to lie biiilte, the 
which should be free liouroughes, and in- 
corporate under llayliflfes, to bo by thc’iT 
inhabi taunts well and strongly intrenched, 
or otherwise fenced with gates at each side 
tlierof, to lie shiitt ni/i)it]yo, like as there is 
in manye places of the Knglish Pale, aiwl all 
the wayes about it to be stronglye shutt up, 
so(t that none should passe but throiA^h those 
townes : To some of which it were good that 
the pririledge of a niarkett were given, the 
rather to strengthen and enable tli§w to 
theyr defence, for nothing dothe sooner 
cnii’sc civilitye in anye countreye then 
manye markett townes, by reason that people 
repairing often thither for theyr ncodes, will 
daylye sec and leame eivill manners of the 
better sort. Hesides, there is nothing doth 
more staye and strengthen the countreye 
then such corporate townes* as by proofe in 
many rebellions bathe bene seene; in all 
which when the countreyes have swarved, 
the townes have stood stifle and fast, and 
yeelded go(.d relief to the swildiours in all 
occasions of ser^dee. And lastly there doUi 


iiotliiiig more enriclie any eniintreye nr 
regime then manye townes ; t\»r tn them will 
all the jje^iplc drawc and bring tin- fruit es of 
theyr trailes, as well to make money of 
them, as to Mipjilye the\r needefiil! uses-, 
and the eountreymen will also ho more 
industrious in tillage, and rearing all Jm.s- 
bandrye oxnnoifllyes, knowing tliat they ftiall 
have readyo sale for them at I liosc townes : 
and in all those townes should then* lie 
convenient Tnnes erected for the lodging 
and harbonrghing of all travellers, which arc 
now oftentimes spoyled by lodging abrodc 
in weake thatched bowsers, fur wante of such 
safe places to shrowiie themselves in. 

AWgx. Ihit what prolitt shall your niar- 
kett townes reaiie of theyr markett, whereas 
<‘aeli one may sell tluiyr come and eattell 
ahrodc in the countrey, and make theyr 
serrett havgaynes amongest themselves, as 
nowe I understand the^Piise V 

Iren. Indeede, Eudoxus, they doe soe, 
and thereby noe small ineonviuMonee doth 
arise to the commonwealth ; for lum o, when 
any one hath stollen a cowe or a garron, he 
n^y secretlye sell it ^ the countreye will lOnl 
pnvitye of anye, wheras j f he hrmighl it in 
the markett towne it would pcrlia]is be 
knowen, and the tlieif discovered. Therfore 
it were good that a straightc ordinaiinee 
were made, that none should biiye or sell any 
eattell but in some opfn markett (there lieing 
nowe markett townes every e wliere at hand) 
upon a great penaltyc ; neither should they 
likewise Iraye any come to sell the same 
agayne, unlnss it were to make in.*ilte tlierof; 
for by such engrossing and regrating we see 
the deartlic that nowe eoiiionly raigneth 
hcere in England to liate bene caused, 
llccreiinto also is to be ailded tliat good 
ordinaunra, which I remeinhcr was once pro- 
elaymod throughout all •Ireland. That all 
men should marke theyr eattell with an open 
severall marke upon theyr flaiiekcs or but- 
tocks, soe as yf they happened to he stollen, 
they might appeam Avhose they were, and 
they which should buye them might tlierby 
suspectc the •owner, and be warned to 
abstayne from buying of them of a suspected 
jierson ^^tb such an unknowen marke. 

EuAiix. Surely th&se onlinaunees seemc 
veii’^c expedient, but speciallfe that of free 
townas, of which I wonder there is such 
small store in Ireland and that in the first 
peopling and planting therof they were neg- 
lected and omitted. 

Iren. Thev were not omitted; for there 
were, through all places of the countrye 
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convenient, manye good towiies seated, which 
through that inundation of the Irish, which 
I first told you of, were utterlye wasted 
and defaced, of which the mines arc yet in 
manye places to he seenc, and (»f some noe 
signe at all remayning, save onelye thejT 
barc^ names, but the 3 rT seates^are not to be 
founde. 

Kudox. But howe then cometh it to pass, 
that they have never since recovered, nor \ 
their habitations rcedifyed, as of the rest 
which have bene noe less spoA’led and wasted? 

Iren. The cause therof vros for that, after 
theyr desolation, they were begged by gentell- 
men of the Kinges,* undbr colour to repayie 
them and gather the poore reliquestof the 
people agaviie togither, of whom having 
obtavned tfiem, they were soe farre from 
reedifyiiig of them, as that by all meanes 
they have endovouri'l to keene them wast, 
least that, being repa^'red, tneyre charters 
might be renewed, and their Burgesses 
restored to theyr landes, Avhich they had 
nowe in their possession ; much like as in 
these old monumentes of ahbeyes, and re- 
ligious bowses, we sec *»hem likewise use to 
doe: For which cause it is judged that 
King Henry the Eight bestowed them upon 
them, knowing that therby they should 
never be able to rise agayne. And even soe 
doe these hordes, in those* poore old corporate 
tnw'nes, of which 1 coif.d name you diverse 
but. for kindling of displeasure. Therfore os 
1 w'ished manye cor|rarate townes to be j 
erected, soe womd I agayne wish them to be 
free, not depending upon the service, nor 
under the commaundement of aiiye but the j 
Governour. And being soe, they will both 
strengthen all the countreye rounde about 
them, which by theyr meanes wil be the 
better replenished ^d enriched, and also be 
as continuall holdes for her Majestic, yf the 
people should revolte and breakeout agayne; 
for without such it is casyc to foiTaie and 
over-ranne the whole laiidc. Lett be for 
example, all those frcc-buuroughcs in the 
Lowc-coiintreyes, which are nowe all the 
strength therof. These and ^)tller like ordi- 
iiaunces might be delivered for the good 
establishment of that realme, after it is once 
subdued and informed, in which it might be 
afterwardes verj'e easelye kept and mayn- 
tayned, with small care of the Govemours 
and Coansell there appoynted, soe as that it 
should in shorte apace yeeld a plentifull 
revenue to the crowne of England ; which 
nowe doth Imt sucke and consume the trea- 
Buiye therof, through those unsounde idottes 


and changcfull orders which arc daylye 
devised for her gtwd, yet never effectuoBy 
prosecuted or pertburmed, 

Eudox. But in all this your discourse 1 
have not marked any thing by you spoken 
touching the appo 3 'ntment of the principall 
Officer, to whom you wish the charge «nd 
perfourmaunce of all this to be committed : 
Onelycfl observed some fowle abuses by you 
! nof^d in some of the late Govemours, the 
reformation wherof 3 'ou left for this present 
time. ' 

Iren. 1 dclighte not to laye open the 
blames of soe great Mapstrats to the rebuke 
of the woorlde, and therfore theyr reformation 
1 will not meddle with, but Iwve unto the 
wisedome of greater heades to be considered : 
onelye this * much I will speake generally 
therof, to satisfye your desire, that the 
GovcVnmcnt*ind cheif Magistrac^'e 1 wish to 
continue ns it doth; to wcctc, that it be 
ruled by a Lordc Deputy^ or Justice, for 
that it is a very safe Winde of rule: but 
thcrc-withall Vish that over him there 
were p]nccd*al.*4u a Ixird Lieiitennunt, of some 
of the greatest personages in England (such 
an one I could name, upon whom the eye of 
• all England is fixed, and our l:ist hopes* now 
rest) ; wboe being entitled with that dignitye, 
and being allwayes becre resident, may backc 
and defende the good cause of the govern- 
ment agaynst all malignours, which else will, 
throughtheyr cunning woorking under hand, 
deprave and'' pull badee what ever thinge 
shal be well begunne or intended there, os we 
cominonlye see by experience at this day, to 
the utter ruine ud desolation of that 'poor 
realme: and this Licutcnaun^c should be 
noe discouLtcnauncing^of the Lord Deputye, 
but rather a strengthning and maintaynmg 
of all his doinges ; for nowe the cheif evill in 
that government is, that noe Governour is 
suffred to goc on with any one course, but 
upon the least information hecrc, of this or 
thatf^ic is cither stopped or crossed, and 
other course.8 appoynted him from hence 
which he shall runne, which howe incon- 
venient it is, is at this howre to well felte. 
And therfore this should be one principle In 
the appoyntment of the Lord Deputyes au- 
thoriiye, that it shoulde be more ample and 
absolute then it is, and that he should have 
uncontrolled power to doe anything that 
he, with the advisement of me Counsel], 
should thinke meete to be done: for it is 
not fKissible for the Coiiiisell heere, to direct 
a fjoyernour** there, whoe shal be forced 
oftentimes to followe the necessitye of pre- 
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Bent occaaions, and to take the suddaync ad- 
vauntagc of lime, which bein^ once loate 
M'ill not Imj recovered ; whilest, through ex- 
pecting directions from hence, the ddayes 
wherof are oftentimea through other greater 
affayrea moat irkesome, the opportunitye there 
in tlic ineane time paaBea away, and f^eate 
daunger often groweth, which by such timely 
prevention might caaely be stopped. %And 
tliis (I remember) is woorthclye observed bv 
Machiavell in his discourses upon Livyt, 
where he conicndeth tht manner of tlic Ro- 
maync government, in giving absolute power 
to all theyr Counsuls and Govemours. which 
yf they abused, they should afterwardcs 
dearely answeaie it: And the contrarye 
tlierof he reprohendeth in the States of 
Venice, of Florence, and many ofjter princi- 
palities of Italye, whoe use to limittc 
tlieyr cheif officers soc atraighilh', as that 
tlierby of^tentiincs th(*\ have lost such 
haiipye occasions as they could never come 
unto uguyne. Tlie like wherofj whoe soc 
luilh bene con versaunte in that government 
of Ireland, hath to often scene to die}'!' great 
hnulraunce and hurte. Therfore this I 
oi»uld wish to be redressed, and yet not aoe 
but that in particular thingJi he should be 
restraynnd, though not in the gcncrall 
government; as iiamelyc in this, that noc 
offices should be solde liv the Jiord Deputyc 
lor mor.ye, nor noc pariions, nor protections 
liuuglit for rewardes, nor noe Uvve'i lalicn for 
C-apiaynnes of eouutreys, nor n^ shares of 
Bishopricks for nominating theyr IVishojis, 
nor noe forfeytures, nor dispensations with 
|>c‘nall Statutes given to theyr servauntes or 
freiides, nor noe selling of lienees for trons- 
]H>rtation of prohibited vrares, and specially^e 
of come and flesh, with maiiye tlie like; 
wliich needc some manner of restraint, or 
els very great trust in the hoiiourable\lispo- 
Kition of the Lord Deputye. 


Thus I have, Eudoxus, as breidy as 1 
could, and as my remembraunce would serve 
me, runne throughe the state of tliat whole 
countrey, both to lett you see what it iiowe 
is, and also what it may be bv good care 
and amendment : Not that 1 take upon me 
to chaunge the pollicye of soe greatc a king- 
dome, or prescribe rules to such wise men 
have the handling therof, but onelyc to 
shewc jMiu the evills, which in mv'small 
experience 1 have obser\'cd to be tfee cheif 
hiiideruunces of the n‘furmation therof ; and 
by way of conference to declare my simple 
opinion for the redresse therof, and establish- 
ing a good course for that government; 
which 1 not deliver for a perfect plott of 
m yne owne invention, to be onelyc follon rd, 
but as I have learned and understood the 
same by the consultacions and actions of 
verye wiw* fiovcrnoiirs ^ind Counscllours 
^^1ulln 1 have sometimes heaide tri'nlc 
thereof. Soc have 1 thought good to sett 
dow'iie a remembraunce of them for myuc 
owne good, anil ^ our satisfaction, that 
whoe so list to overluokc them, allt hough 
pcritfips much wiser tl|cu they which have 
thus advised of that state, yet at least, 
by comparison heruf, may perhaps better 
his ow'iie judgement, and* by the light of 
others fore-going him may' fnllowe after 
with more ease, and happely lindi* a fiiyrer 
wjiye thereunto then l^iey which have gone 
heloie. 

Eiifiox. T thanke you, Treuanis, for this 
your gentcll payncs ; W'ithall not forgetting, 
nowe in the shutting up, to putt you in mynde 
of that which you have formcrlye hulfe'pro- 
mised, that heereafter when we shall mecto 
agaync uppon the like good occasion, ye wdll 
declare unto us tliose your observations 
which^e have gathered of 'tlie Antiquities of 
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VARIATIONS FROM THE ORIGINAL EDITIONS. 


Pnge 4 (Lftteii ok tiih Authors), col. 2, 1. 9, 
VI. All the early editioriH read v. 

r. 6 (VKRSEri TO THE AU’l'HOU),COl. ?• 1. 1 1, fUlt'e , 
(Um),/are (l.'.9()) I 

1*. ft (Vehses to the Authou),#o1. 2, 1. 17,' 
rmtes (1609). The 4to. IftOO hue reede. i 


r. 9 (Vehsks by 'mu Autmoh), col. 1, 1.30,' 
snvt'tams. The 4to. iftOO readfl soveram, but fol. 
161 1 bu aovet'aignpu. 

Page 11, book i. canto i. stdhza 4, line 5, nuj 
feet>lei\7m),nuneMle(.Vm). * • 

P. 14, bk. I. c. I. at. 12, 1. ft, your stroke. The 
4 to. Jft90 reada your Itardy stroke i but it is cor* j 
rtx-tod in ‘ Faults cauaped in the Sriut,’ though the I 
incorrect reading is rolained iii cue 4to. 1096, and 
111 thclol. 1611. 

P. 13, bk. I. 0. 1. Bt. IS, 1. 7, shapes (1590), 
shaiie (1596). 

P. 14, bk. I. c. i. at. 21, 1. 5, later spring. The 
editions of 1590, 1596, and Kill read later ebbe gins 
t' avale (to ovale) ^ but this loctiou i| corrected in 
‘ Vault a escaped in the Print.’ 

P. 14, bk. I. c. i. St. 23, 1. 9, oft (1590), ? o# (Col* 
lier). 

P. 14, bk. I. c. i. at. 24, 1. 8, raft (1590), reft 
(1609). 

1*. 14, bk. I. c. i. Bt. 30 , 1 . 9,«ft.(lft90),j«to(16n9). 

P. 16, bk. J. c. i. Bt. 42, *1. 8, suihti- The 4to. 
1590 reads sujhes. In the ‘Faults escaped in the 
Print ’ we are told to read sights. 

P. 17, bk. I. c. i. Bt. ftO, 1. 1, He thothffu have 
(1.590), He thought t'have (161 1). 

P. 17, hk.i. c. i. at. 50, 1.8, aw (1.590), j/an (1679). 

P. 17, bk. I. c. ii. Arg. 1. 3, stead (1.596). The 
4to. 1.590 has steps. . • 

P. 19, bk. I. c. ii. st. 14, 1. 4, ct passim (Books i. 
n. III.) off (1596), 0/(1.596). 

P. 19, bk. t. c. 11 . at. 17, I. ft, cruelt spies. The 
4tAia. 1590, 1596, and fol. 1609 read cruelties, which 
isc'orrectcd in ‘ Panlta t'seuped in the Print.' 

P. 19, bk. 1. c. ii. St. 17, 1. 9, die (1609), die* 

19, bk. I. c. ii. st. 18, 1. 1, quoth (1596) qd. 
fleVJO) 

P. 19, bk. I. c. ii. st. 19, 1. 9, et passim (Books i. 
II. III.) whither (1.596), whether (1.590). 

P. 20, bk. 1. c. ii. Bt. ‘22, 1. 6, thy (1590), your 

P ‘20, bk. 1. c. ii. st. 29, 1. 2, sAode him thither 
(1690), shade thither (1696), shadow thither (1609). 


P. 20, bl# T. c. ii. st. 29, 1. 3, now ymoiinted. now 
that mounted (1.590, 1596). 1'hc reading in the 
text iR found in ‘ Faults escaped in the Print.’ 

P. 21, bk. I. c. ii. st. :J*2, 1.9, plaints (1.596), 
plaiiU (1.590). 

P. 26. bk. I. c. iii. at. 38fl. 7, the (1590), that 
in errata. 

P. ‘29, bk. 1 . c. iv. st. 16, 1. 3, hurtlen (1.590), 
hurlen (1609). 

P. 29, bk. I. c. IV. si. 23, 1. 7, drydtopsie (1590), 
? dire dropste (Upton), hydt'opsv ((Jollier). 

P. ‘29, bk. 1. c. IV. st. 24, ]. irhally (1590), 
wall^l (7). • 

P. 30, bk. I. c. IV. st. 27, 1. 6, pelfe (1596), pehie 
il.590). 

P. 30, bk. I. c. iv. Bt. 29, 1. 9 ,/o«72A (1596), forth 
(1590). 

P. 30, bk. I. c. iv. st. 30, 1. 4, chaw (1590), jaw 
(1609). 

P. 30, bk. I. c. iv. st. 9), 1. 6, neighbours (1596), 
nxibors (1590). 

P. 30, bk. I. c. iv. st. 32, 1. 9, fifte. first (1590), 
but fifte is among the errata iu ‘ Faults escaped in 
the Print.’ 

P. 31, bk. I. c. iv. Bt. 39, 1. 2, faery (1596), fary 
(1590). 

P. 31, bk. I. c. iv. st. 41, 1. 9, renverst (1.590), 
re'nverst (1609). • 

P. 31 , bk. T. c. iv. st. 43, 11. 1, 3, pledge, edge (1596), 
pledg, edg (15!)0). 

P. 3S, bk. I. c. V. st. 2, Lift, hurld. Thc4to. 
1 590 lias hurls, but hurld is in ‘ Faults escaped in 
the Print.' The editions 1596, 1609 retain the in- 
corrert reading. 

P. 33, bk. I. c. V. st. 7, 1. 9, And hewen helmets 
deepe (1590), And helmets Imeen deepe (1596). 

P. 34, bk. I. c. V. st. 15, 1. 2, thristy (1590), 
thirstie (1596). 

F. 36, bk. I. c. V. %. 35, 1. 9, leke (1590), leake{l696). 

P. 36, bk. T. c. V. SL. 38, 1. 6, cliffs. Tlio editions 
1590, 1.5i|6sand 1609 read clifts. The correction is 
supplied in ‘ Faults escaped in the I’rint.’ 

P. 37, bk. I. c. V. st. 41, 1. 2, mgh (1590), high 
(16961. 

P. 38, bk. 1. 0 . V. Bt. 52, 1. 9, ensewd (1596), en* 
sewed (1590). 

P. 38, bk. I. c. vi. st. 1, 1. 5, in. The 4tos. and 
folio 1609 read it, though in is among the errata. 

P.40, bk. 1 . o.vi. st.l5, 1.2, Or Bacchus (1590), 
Of Baechus (1696); Hughes, Jf Bacchus. 
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F. 41, bk. I. c. Vi. at. 2.3, 1. 8, nautled (1590), P. .>>8, bk. i. at. 36, 1. 4, griMiA (1590), grieAly 
nourtled (1596). (1611). 

P.41, bk. I. c.vi.Bt.26,1.5,>Jer«and/«K(l.'i96), P.59, bk. i. c. ix. st.42, \.l, holds. The 4to. 

swift and eruell (15!M)). 15!)0 reads Jmld. 

P. 42, bk. I. c. vi. 8t. 33, 1. 9, woods (1596), wods P. 69, bk. i. c. ix. st. 46, 1. 7, falsed (1596), 
(1.590). falser (1.590). 

P. 42, bk. I. 1-. vl. St. 39, 1. 7, he (1596), she P. 60, bk. i. c. Ix. st. .52, 1. 1, saw (1596), heard 
(1590). (1590). » 

P. 43, bk. I. c. Vi. st. 47, 1. ^ to fight (lb%0),two P. 60, bk. i. c. ix. st. .52, 1. 3, rehv'd (1590), re- 
>*pW(161l). hw'cl (1611). 

P. 45, bk. T. c. vii. st. 12, 1. 9, stound (1596), P. Ai, bk. i. c. ix. st. 53, 1. 2,/ee&to (1590), seely 
sloond (1590). * (1596), stllii (1609). 

P. 45, bk. 1 . c. vii. st. 13,1. 8, snwke (lb^),smoL *P. 60, bk. i. c. ix. st. 53, 1. 6, creator (1596), 
(1.590). (1.590). 

P. 45, bk. I. c. vii. st. 18, 11. 4, 5, braught, naught P. 62, bk. i. c. x. at. 20, 1. 5, Dry-shod, &n'. Tins 
(1590), brought, nought (1596). lino is found in fol. 1609, but is omitted in the 4to<3. 

P. 45, bk. I. c. vii. st. 20, 1. 3, that (1590), the P. 63, bk. i. c. x. st. 27, 1. 6, 7/w blatuefuU body 
(1506). * msalt water sore (1590), His body tn salt water 


P. 46, bk. I. c. vii. st. 22, I. 9. sight^is omitted 
in tto. 1500, but IS found in the 4to. 1.596. 

P. 46, bk. T. c. vii. at. 29, 1. 4, glitterand (1590), 
glitter and (1679). 

P. 17. bk. J. f. vii. at. 32, 1. 18, whose (1609), 
her (1590). . 

P. 47, bk. I. e. vii. at. 37, 1. 7, trample (1596), 
amble (1 590). 

P. 47. bk. I. c. vii. st. 37, 1. 8, ehau/t (1596), 
eluiust (lfi90). 

P. 48, bk. 1 . c. vii. st. 43, 1. 5, ronne. The 4to. 
1590 has eonu, which is amended in ‘ Faults es- 
raiied in the Print.’ • » 

P. 48. bk. 1 . c. vii. st. 47, 1. 3, hands (1596). 
The 4to. 1590 reads hand, . 

P. 49, bk. 1 . c. vii. st. 52, 1. 4, That. AJl the 
early editions read that, but ? the. 

F. 49, bk. I. c. vlli. Axg. 1. 3, that gyaunt (1590, 
1596), but the gyaunt is among the errata. 

P. 49, bk. I. c. viii. A 1, 1. 6, through (1596), 
thorough (1.590). 

P. 50, bk. I. c. viii. st. 7, 1. 6, ivtse. The 4to. 
1590 reads wut, which is corrected in ‘Faults es- 
caped in the Print.’ 

P. 51, bk. I. c. viii. st. 21, 1. 6, their ? his, i.e. 
Argoglio'a (Church). 

P. 51 bk. I. c. ^ii. st. 21, 1. 7, powf’e (1596), 
poure (1 "lOO). • 

P. .'i], bk. 1 . c. viii. st. 22, 1. 4, right fso in all 
old editions). Most modem (sditious read left. 

P. 51, bk. I. c. vU. st. 24. 1. 6, his (1596), her 
(1590). 

P. 54, bk. I. c. viii. st. 44, 1. 4, delight, 7 dislike 
(Upton). 

r.54, bk. I. c. ix. Arg. I. 2, bands (1596). The 
text of 4to. 1590 reads hands, but bands is in 
‘ Faults escaped in the Print.’ 

P. 55, bk. I. c. ix. st. 9, 1. 3. the (among the 
errata in ' Faults escaped in %bc Print.’) Ed. 
1590 reads that, a lection which Cliurcb defends. 

P. 56, bk. I. c. ix. st. 12, 1. 9, on (froyi^ ‘ Faults 
escaped in the Press’). The text luis at. 

P. 56, bk. i.«c. ix. st. 17, 1. 8, proves (1590), 
prowesse (1609). 

P. .58, bk. L ti, Ix. st. 32, 1. 7, glee (1690), ?/ee 
(Church). 

P. 58, 1)k. I. c. ix. st. 33, 1. 3, el(^ in errata, 
am (1.590). 

p. 68, bk. I. c. ix. st. 33, 1. 3, ypighl (1596), 
yphght (1590). 


sinartina sore (l.OOO). 

P. 64, bk. T. c. X. Bt. 36. I. 4, their. The 4to. 
l.'iOO retuls tl^e. 

P. 65. bk. 1 . e. x. st. 52, 1. 6, Brings. The 4to. 
1590 bos Bnn i. 

P. 65, bk. I. c. X. at. 52, 1. 6. them (1590) 7 him 
or for trareilet' (1. 4) rend travellers. 

P. 66, bk. 1 . c‘. X. st. 57, K. 5, pretious, ndoptiHl 
troin the errata in * Faults escape in the Print.’ 
The text of the 44 o. 1590 has piteous, which is re- 
tained by the fik. 1611, 

P. 66, bk. 1 . c. X. at. b9, 1. 2, frame. The ci]i- 
tions of 1590, 1.596, 1609, 1611, read fame, though 
frame is among the errata in ‘ Faults escaped in 
the Print.’ • 

P. 67, bk. I. c. X. at. 62, 1. 4, As wretdied, kc. 
(1590). The 4to. 1596 reads Quoth he, as wretched 
and liv'd tn like pome. 

F. 67, bk. I.’ c. X. st, 62, 1. R, And bitter hattatles, 
kc. (1590), And battatles noneare to be fought 

P. 67,*bk. 1 . c. X. st. 62, 1. 9, they (1.590) is omit- 
ted m 1596 arid 1611. 

P. 67, bk. I. c. X. st. 65, 1. 3, face (1590), place 
(1696). 

P. 68, bk. I. c. xl. st. 3, This stanza is not found 
in the first 4to., but ia in aecond 4to. 1596. 

P. 70, bk. I. c. xi. at. 22, 1. 1, Ins (1590), 7 the 
(Church). 4 

P. 70, bk. 1 . c. xi. st. 26, 1. 6, swings (1.590), 
singed (1609). 

P. 71,«bk. I. c. xl. st. 30, 1. 5, one. The 4tos. 
read its though one la in ' Faults escaped in the 
Print.’ Mr. Collier says there is no authority for 
reading one. 

P.*V, bk. I. c. xi. Bt. 37, 1. 2, yelled (1609), 
yehled (15!K)). 

P.72, bk. I. c. xi. Bt. 41, 1. 4, JVbr (1609), For 
(4t08. 1590, 1696). 

P. 73, bk. I. c. xi. st. .54, 1. 7, poyse (1590) ? novse. 

P. 75, bk. I. c. xii. st. 1 1 , 1. 2, too (1696). to (1590). 

P. 75, bk. I. c. xii..st. 11, 1. 4, gosstbs (1690), gos- 
sips (1696). 

^ P. 7.5, bk. I. C. xii. st. 17, 1. 4, note (1690), no'te 

P. 77, bk. 1 . 0 . xii. st. 32, 1. C, wylte (1696), wiely 
(1590). 

P. 77, bk. I. 0 . xii. st. 34, 1. 2, vaine, adopted from 
the errata The text of the 4to. 1590 has fame. 
Church thinks tfiat fame = faigned or feigned Is a 
good reading. 
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P. 77, bk. I. c. xii. 8t. :S4, 1. 3, impt'ovtded (15!)0), ' P. 91, bk. u. c. ii. Bt. 44, 1. 4, mrold. Tlie 4to. 
unpromded is found in some modern editlonn. lf>90 reodfl enbvld, the fol. 1(i09 introld. 

P. 77, bk. I. c. xii. Bt. 36, 1. 7, batns (1690), banet P. 92, bk. n. c. iii. st. 3, 1. 7, heatd (1690), Aard 
(1596). (1590). 

P. 78, bk. I. c. xii. st. 39, 1.9, sprite (1590). Some P. 92, bk. n. c. iii. at. 4, 1. 6, A pleasing vaine qf 
later editions, as 1611, read spreete. I glory^ Sui. (1590), A pleasmg vatne of gloru vame 

P. 78, bk. I. c. xii. Bt. 40, 1. 9, //u (1590), //«• did find (1596). 

(1596). I P. 92, bk. ii. c. iii. rt. 6, 1. 9, ‘ Mercy!* loud (ew) 

P. 79, bk. n. Prol. st. 2. 1. 8, Amtuon. The fol. ■ all old editions), ? ‘ Mercy, Lord!’ 

1 609, following the text of 4to. 1590, reads ilnM 2 onj(, ’ P. 92, bk. ii. t. 111 . st. 11, 1. 4, courser (15^0), 
but Amazon is among the errata in ‘Faults cs- course (1.590). 

caped in the Print.' * j P. 93, bk. ii. c. iii. st. 20, 1. 5, does greatly them 

P. 79, bk. U. Bt. 4, 1. 6, thou (1.596), then (159Q). ! affeare (1.VK)), Uteu' haire on end does reare (1.596). 

, P. 80, bk. n. c. 1 . Bt. .1, 1. 2, food (l.'tOO), feude I For greuUy (in the eiTata) the text of the 4to. 


(1609). 

P. 81, bk. II. c. i. Bt. 12, 1. 9, chedenge (1596), 
chaleng (1590). 

P. 81, bk. U. 0 . i. st. 16, 1. 1, he/e (1596, 1609), 
(^(!^1590). 

P. 82, bk. n. c. i. Bt. 20, 1. 2, guit (1590), quite 
(1596). 

P. 82, bk. II. c. 1 . Bt. 20, 1. 7, Motted (1.596), 
blotting (1.590). 

P. 83, bk. n. 0 . i. st. 28, 1. 3, mil hgpomnieth (1.590, 
1.596), iU tHCommeth (1679). 

P.83, bk. u. c. i. Kt. 31, 1.4, on (1596), one 

(I.5904. • 

P. 83, bk. II. c. i. Bt. 32, 1. 7, must (1596), most 
(1.590). • 

P. 83, bk. II. c. i. st. 33, 1. 9 , thPise is adopted 
from the errata of 4to. 1.590, but these (kicutb in all 
old editions. 

P. 83, bk. II. c. 1. at. 34, J. 0, steedy (1590), 
steadie (1609). * « 

P. 84, bk. n. c. i. Bt. 39, 1. 4, dolour (1590), 
laiMur (1596). 

P. 84, bk. II. c. i. Bt. 42, 1. 9, stout courage (1590), 
courage stout (\0O9). * I 

P. 85, bk. u. c. 1 . Bt. 47, 1. 2, sight (1590), sigh’t, 
(1609). • 

r 86, bk. n. c. i. st. 58, 1. 4, frfe (1590) ?/ry«e 
(Ohurch). 

P. 86, bk. II. c. i. st. 59, 1. 2, common (1.596), 
commen (1.590). 

P. 86, bk. II. c. 1. Bt. 59, 1. 8, great (1.596), gi'eet 

rroo). 

P. 87, bk. II. c. ii. Bt.*4, 1. 3, lieu (1590), ? love 
(Church) 

P. 87, bk. II. c. ii. st. 5, 1. 3, hard (1.596), Aarl (1.590). 

P. 87, bk. II. c. ii. st. 7, 1. 7, piay (Colter). It is 
rhaee in all the old editions. 

P. 88, bk. 11 . c. ii. st. 12, 1. 8, fame (1596), /rawe 
(1590). 

P. 88, bk. II. c. 11. Bt. 21, 1. 2, bond (16097, hand 
(1,596). 

P. 89, bk. II. c. ii. st. 28, 1. 2, their champions. 
TIiJ 4to. 1.590 reads her champions, but 4to. 1.596 
lias their rlutmpton. 

P. 89. bk. U. c. ii. Bt. 80, 1. 1, there (1609), their 
(1.590, 1.596). 

P. 89, bk. n. c. ii. st. .)0, 1. 3, hloodguiltinesse 
(1609), bloodguiltnesse (1.590, 1.596). 

P. 90, bk. U. c. ii. Bt. 34, 1. -9, her (1590), their 
(1596). 

P. 90, bk. n. r. ii. st. 38, 1. 5, fomeard (1590), 
? froward (cf. 1. 7 of st. 38). 

P. 91, bk. II. c. ii. Bt. 42, 1. 6, to hold. All the old 
edi^no road m mate, * 


1590 has unto. 

P. 94, bk. 11 . c. iii. at. 26, 1. 9, fringe (so all the 
4tOB.). 

P. 95, bk. II. c. iii. at. 35. 1. 4, many bold em- 
prise (1590), V nmny a mid emprise (Jortln). 

P. 96,ibic. 11 . c. iii. Bt. 4 . 5 , 1. 4, one foot (1609), 
on foot (1.590). 

J*. 96. Ilk. II. c. iii. st. 46, 1. 9, erne (1.590), yerne 
(1609). 

P. 96, bk. 11 . c. iv. Arg. I. 3, Pham, (1.590), 
Phedon (1.596). • 

1*. 97, bk. II. c. iv. Bt. 4, 1. C, loosely (1596), 
Viosly (1590). 

P. 98, bk. II. c. iv. st. 12, 1. 3, hong (1590), hung 
(1609). 

P. .98, bk. II. c. iv. st. 12, 1. 8, tonqe. The text 
has tongue, which is altered to touge in the errata 
orthe4to. 1590. • 

P. 98, bk. n. c. iv. st. 13, 1. 6, note (1590), no'U 
(1609). 

P. 98, bk. n. c. iv. st. 17, 1. 6, one (1596), wrefcA 
(1.590). 

P. 98, bk. II. c. iv. Bt. 17, 1. 8, occasion (1596), 
her gui(fiil trech (1590). 

P. 98, bk. u. c. iv. 8tft7, 1. 9, light upon (1596), 
wandrtng letch (1590). 

P. 98, bk. II. c. iv. st. 18, 1. 5, chose (1590), 
ehusp (1609). 

P. 98, bk. II. c. iv. st. 18, 1. 8, Or (1590), Our 
(1600). 

F. 100, bk. IT. c. iv. Bt. 38, 1. 4, this tvord was (so 
all the old editions), these words wet's (Hughes’s 
second edition). • 

P. 101, bk. II. c. iv. st. 40, 1. 3, should (1596), 
shold (1590). 

P. 101, bk. n. c. iv. Bt. 45, 1. 5, that did fight 
(1590), thus to fight (1596). 

P. 102, bk. n. c. V. Arg. 1. 1, PyrocMes, &c. 
(1590). The second 4to. 1 <596 reads 

I Pyrrochles does with Guyon fight. 

And Furors chayne unbinds ; 

\ Of whom sore hurt, for his revenge 

Athn 9ymoehles finds. 

I F. 102, bk. u. c. V. Bt. 5, 1. 9, doe me not much 
ifayt (1^). doe not muchmefaile (1596). 

P. 102, bk. n. c. V. Bt. 8, 1. 7, huHle (1690), 
hurle (1696), hurlen ( 1611 ). • 

P. 103, bk. II. c. V. Bt. 10, 1. 7, enimyes (1596), 
enxmye (1590). 

P. 103, bk. n. c. V. Bt. 15, I. 9, who setfe (1590), 
whose setfe (1609). 

P.104, bk. II. c.v. st. 19, 1.4, shee(\(m),hee 
(1590, 1596). 
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P. 104, bk. II. c. V. st. 19, I. 7, garre (1590), do 
(1596). 

P. 104, bk. 11. c. V. Bt. 21, 1. 7, orrasiotu (1690), 
oceaaion (1U09). 

P. 104, bk. II. c. V. Bt. 22, 1. 5, aptghl (1590), 
tpright (1609). 

P. 104, bk. II. c. V. St. 23, 1. 1, tiutt (1590), die 
(1609). 

P. 105, bk. II. c. V. St. 29, 1. rt.pncklvng (1590), 
pridnng (1596). 

P. 105, bk. II. c. V. st. ‘31, 1.6, In Nemus gayned^ 
&c. (1590), Gai/nd in Nenwa (1596). 

P. lO'i, bk. n. c. V. st. 32, 1. 6, inerinuntx. All 
old copies mid merimeiit. 

P. 105, bk. II. c. V. Bt. 34, 1. 8, So he M«tii(l590), 
So them (]5!Mi iind 1609). 

J*. 106, bk. II. c. vi. st. I, 1. 7, abstaine (1590), 
reslraiiie (1596). r 

P. 106, bk. II. c. vi. st. 3, 1. 4, Aa men'll as 
Pope Jone (1590), Umt nigh her breath f.as gone 
(1596). 

P. 106, bk. n. c. vi. st. 3, 1. 6, That to her might 
more (1590), That might to her move (1596). 

P. 107, bk. II. c. VI. jt. 12, 1. 9, and throiee hei' 
sieeete smefs. Sic. (1 590 )f and het sweet smells throu). 
Sic. (1.596). 

P. 107, bk. II. c. vi. Bt. 14, 1. 9, whiles (1596), 
irhils (1590). 

P. 107, bk. II. c. vi. st. 14, 1. 9, love lay (1690), 
loud lai/iM>9(i). 

P. 108, bk. II. c. vi. st. IS, 1. 7, ware . . . grifsy 
(1590), tram . . . r/nw/// (1609). 

P. 108, bk. II. c. VI. bt. 21, 1. 8, bonds (1590), 
bounds (1609). 

P. 109, bk. II. c. vi. st. 27, 1. 9, there (1596), their 
(1590). 

P.109, bk.ll. c.vi. st.29, 1.2, tmportttnc (1590), 
importance (1596), important (1609). 

P. 110, bk. n. c. VI. st. 38, 1. 5, salted (1590), 
sailed (1609). 

P. 1 10, bk. II. c. vi. Bt. 43, ]. 7, hath lent this 
cursed light (1596), haUi lent but this his cursed light 
(1590). 

P. Ill, bk. II. c. vi. st. 48, 1. 6, wondred (1596), 
won lid red (1590). 

r. Ill, bk.ll. c.v*. st. 50, 1.3, hver swell 


livers swell (1590). 

P, 111, bk. II. c. \i. st. 51, 1. 5, fire too inly 
(1596),^r/- »i/y(1590)^ 

P. 112, bk. ii. c. %ii. st. 1, 1. 2, toastat/asf 
starre, 'i to the stedfast slarre, i. e the pole-slat 
(Church). 

P. 112, bk. II. c. vii, st. 3, 1. 9, flre-spitting 
( 1 590) , Jit e-spettwg (1 609) . 

P. 112. bk. II. c. vii. st. 4, 1. 4, Well yetappeared 

(1.590), Well It appeared (1.596). 

P. 112, bk. II. c. vii. st. 5, 1. 6f Ingoms (1590), 
Ingoet (1.596), Ingots (1679). 

P. 112, bk. II. c. vii. st. 5, 1. 9, slraunge (1596), 
stiaung (1.590). *■ ' 

P. 112, bk. II. vii. st. 7, 1. .3, rtrb htls (1590), 
rtrh heapes (1.596). 

P. 113, bk. II. c. vii. st. 10, 1. 1, til besUs {1590), 
til hfifits (1609). 

P. 11.3, bk. u. c. vii. Bt. 12, 1. 9, as great (1596), 


tfi great (1590). 

V. 114, bk. II. c. vii. st. 19, 1. 5. bloodguiltmesse 
(1609), bloodguiltnesse (»590, 1596). 


P. 114, bk. II. c. vii. Bt. 21, 1. 5, internall Payne 

(1.590) , tnferaall Payne (1.596). Perhaps tn/emall 
Payne=ti^emal punishment should stand in the text. 
Collier suggests eternal as an amended reading. 

P. 114, bk. II. c. vii. Bt. 24, 1. 7, ought (1596), 
nought (1590). 

P. 115, bk. II. c. vii. st. 36, 1. 4, yron (1596), 
dying (1590). 

P. 115, bk. II. c. vii. st. 37, 1. 1, when an (IffiO), 
tehen as (1.596). 

P. 1 1(U bk. II. c. vii. st. 39, 1. 8, tncjptVM (1590), 
mespise 0596). 

P4-116, bk.ll. c. vii. st. 40, 1.7, golden (1596), 
yroH (1590). 

P. 1 16. bk. II. c. ii. st. '40, 1. 7, But (1.596), And 

(1.590) . 

P.116, bk. II. c. vii. st. 41, X sterne was his 
looke (1590). Sterne was to toohe (1596). 

r. 117, bk. Tl. c. vii. Bt. 52, 1. 6, with which. All 
the old copies read which with. 

P. 1 18, bk. 11. c. vii. Bt. 60, 1. 4, intemperate 
(1596), more temperate {1599). 

P. 118, bk. II. c. vii. Bt. 64, 1. 9, of his pray 
(1590), of the pritj ( 1596). 

P. 119, bk. II. r. vm. Bt. 3, 1. 8, Come hither, 
hither {1009), Come hether, Conu> helhei' {1590). 

P. 1‘20, bk. Ii. c. viii. st. i6, 1. 7, tomb-Macie 
(1596), tomblacke (1590). 

P. 121, bk. II. ^rfvni. at. 25, 1.1, IPAirA those 
his cruell foes ^frofn the errata in ‘ Faults escaped 
in the Print ’). The text of the 4tos. read ; — 

Which those same foes that stand luit'eby, 

The folios (1609, 16J1 ) have 

«i Which t/utse same Joes, that doen awatie herthy. 

P. 122, bk. II. c. viii. Bt. 29, 1. 7, upheave. All 
old editions read upreare. 

P. 122, bk. 14 c. viii. Bt. 32, 1. 3, lodge (1596), 
lodg (1590). 

P. P22, bk. II. c. viii. st. 35, 1. 5, in his (1590), 
on his (16(Hj). 

P. 123, bk. II. c. viii. st. 37, 1. 3, rayle (1590), 
traile (1609). 

P. 1‘23, bk. n c. viii. st. 40, 1. 4. so well as he it 
ought (1590), so wtselu as tl ought {1009). 

P. 123, bk. II. c. viii. ht. 44, 1. 8, no moi’e {^5\t6), 
not thore, 1.0. i nt there (1590). 

P. 124, bk. II. c. viii. 47, 1. 4, swetd (1590), 
sword (1.5961. 

P. P24, bk. II. c. viii. st. 47, 1. 9, this (1590, 
1596, 1609, •I6II), he (1679). 

P. 124, bk. II. c. viii. st. 48, 1. 8, Pt'ince Arthur 
(1609), Sir Ouyon (1590), 

P. 124, bk. II. c. viii. st. 49, 1. 7, tred (1590), 
treeit (f)V 

P. 125, bk. II. c. viii. st. 55, 1. 3, bowing with. All 
the old editions read with bowing ; but wri'H is 
directed to be deled among the errata in ‘ Faults 
escaped in the Print.’ 

P. 12.5, bk. II. 0. ix. Bt. 4, 1. 5, lu>fe (1590), lift 
(1679). 

P. 1-26, bk.ii. c. ix. Bt. 6, 1. 9, Arthegall (1596), 
Arthogall (1590) 

P. 126, bk. II. e. ix. st. 7, 1. 5, Seven times the 
Sunne (1590), Mow hath the Sunne (1596). 

P. 126, bk. II. c. ix. st. 7, 1. 6, Hath wattle 
about 0^»**0), Walkti' round aboute (1596). 

P.1‘26, bk.ii. c. ix. st. 9, 1.1, weele. All old 
editions read wote. 
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r.l27, hk.n. c. ix. 1.8, C'ap*faifl«(1609), 

Captaine, (loSO). 

V. 127, bk. n. c. ix. St. 18, 1. 3, woo'd (l.V)6), 
wooed (1590). 

P. 127, bk. 11 . r. ix. St. 21, 1. I, them (1599), 
him (1590). 

r. 127, bk. ir. r. ix. st. 21, 1. '1, fenstble (1590), 
aensible (1599). 

P. J2K, bk. n. e. ix. st. 28, 1.4, mca/c (15‘M»), 
wpel (1979). • 

P. 129, bk. ir. c. ix. Ht. 37 , 1. 8, doen you ^>re 
(1909), doen your love (1590). 

* P. 129, bk. II. u. ix. st.xiH, 1. 2, mood. All old 
oditions read word. 

P. 129, bk. u. c. ix. st. 88, 1. 9, three years 
(1590), tweh'cmoneths (1599). 

P.i29, Ilk. II. i;. ix. st. 41, i. 7, Cajs/rtn/ (from 
cn'iitain ‘ Paulis escaped in tlie Print’). Q'hc texts 
of 1590, 1599 read laslery. 

P. 129, bk. II. IX. st. 4*2, 1. 1, cbeare (1.599), 
rleare (1590), If the reader prefers cleare (the 
«>adm(j whifh (Jollier prints and defends), ho must 
tiiko it as u hulihtdiiitivo m the sense ot ileitrness, 
serenity. 

P. 180, bk. II. c. ix«st. 46, 1. 8, these (1596), this 
(1590).^ . 

P. 130, bk. II. c. i\. st. 49, li 4, reason, (so all 
copies). Mr. Collier sit) s that in Strayton’s copy of 
the fol. 1911 reason is altered to season. 

P. 110, bk. II, c. IX. st, 5*2, 1. 9, th' house (1609), 
the house (1590). 

P. 182, bk. If. c, X st. 9, 1. 4| For safety that 
(1590), For safeties sake that (1599). 

P. 1 : 12 , bk. n. o. X. fit. 7, 1. 7, liceden (1090), Uvetl 
thni (1599). 

P. 18*2, bk. IT. 0 . X. St. 7, 1. 9, sterPnesse (1599), 
stemusse ^590) 

i’. 1.'13, bk. 11. c. X. st. 15, 1. 9, mM/i^ceML#(1599), 
man 1 ifence ( 1590). • 

P. 183, bk. II. o, X. st 19, I. a, upon the present 
ifoure (1590), lu that impatient Moure (1599). 

P. 183, bk. II. c. X. st. 20, 1. 2, to sway (1590). 
0 / sway (1599). 

1’. bU, bk. II. c. X. st. ‘24, 1. 8, it mote (1599), he 
f/«»(r( 1.590). • 

P. 114, bk. 11 . o. X, st. ‘JO, 1. 2, weeke (1590), 
wtke (1909). 

1’. 184, Ilk. 11 . e. X. st. 81, 1. 1, too (W96), to 
(1590). 

P. 1.85, bk. II. c. X. st. 34, 1. 7, then (1590», till 
(1.599), whin (1909). * 

P. 135, bk. II. c. X. st. 41, 1 1, Gurgiunt (WiSO), 
Gurijunt (1599). 

P.139, bk. II. c. X. st. 43, 1.1, Suillus. All 
copies rt'ad iiifillus. 

1M.'17, bk. II. c. X. st.5.5, 1. *2, (1590), 

with great (1909). 

1*. 138, bk. 11. c. X. st. 95, 1. 9^ Jiaceforsl (1590), 
enforst (1599). 

■p. 140, bk. II. o. xi. st. 9, 1. 9, they that Bulwarke . 
sorely rent (1599), they atjainM that Bulwarke lent • 
(1590). 

P. 140, bk.ll. c.xi. Bt.lO, 1. ‘2, assignment {lo90), 
dessianment (1599). 

P. 141, bk. 11 . c. xi. Kt. 11, 1. 4, dismayd (so all 
editionB, ancient and modem) but ^fnis-mavd, i.o. 
mis-maile, made amiss, 7nis-shaped, ill-shaped (Cliild). 
this conjectuTo be right, and it iB axt^ely 


plaoBible, the comma after ape should lie deled. 
Church thought that dismayd= dismayed (fright- 
ened), and that ’ Home like to houndes. some like to 
apes,' should lie read as in a parentheMs, ‘.o that 
dismauit will refer to feeiids of helt, cf. ‘gluwtly 
BtiectaclofbvMnr^d,' ‘ P. Q.’ bk. ill. r. lii. st 50, I. .j. 

P. 141, bk.ll. c. XI. st. J‘i, 1.2, IS (1.590)^«< 
(1590). • ^ 

P.141, bk.ll. c.xi. st. 18, 1.5, assayed (l.*i90), 
assuyled (1596). 

P. 1 42, bk. II. p. xi. st. 21, 1. 8, there . . . thete 
(1<MI9), their . . . their (l.M'O). 

P. 14*1, bk.ll. c.xi. si. 30, 1. 9, surene (among 
the ormta in ‘ Paults cscax>ei1 111 the I'niit ’), The 
texts of the 4to. 1.590, and foluis 1909, 1911 read 
reeioe. • 

}\ 148, bk. ir. c. xi. st. 32, 1. 5, unrest (1599), 
infest (159t). 

P. 145, bk. II. e. xii. Arg. 1. 1, by (159G), through 
(1590). 

r. 145, bk. II. e. xii. Arg. 1. 2, passing through 
(1596), tht'oui/h passing (1590^ 

i‘. 119, bk.ll. e. xii. st.*, 1.4, hwo'S (1.590), 
hoarse (1599). 

P. 149, bk. II. c. xii. st. 13, 1, 9, ApoUoes 
temple (1590), Apoltoes honor (1.599). 

P. 147, bk. II. c. xii. st. 21, 1. 1, heedful (1599), 
earnest (1590). 

P. 147, bk. ii. c. xii. ^t. 23, 1. 9, moiioceroses 
(Chml), monoeet'os (1590). 

r. 148, bk. II. c, xil. s. 27, 1. 4, sea resounding 
41909), jii'rt the lesoiimlnir/ (1590). 

P.149, bk.ll. c. Ml. st. *J9, 1.8, upstafuiig (ir>90), 
upstarting (1599) 

P. 149, bk.ll. e.xii, st.43, 1.7, mightiest (1590), 
miglest 0590). . 

P. 150, bk. II. c. xii. A. 47, 1. 6, foresee (1609), 
fm'see (1590). 

P.150, bk. II. c. xii. bt.51,1.1, 77ie»*rtfiW (1590), 
Thereto (1696). 

P. 150, bk, 1 :. c. xii. at. 54, 1. 7, Hyacine (1611), 
llyacmt (1590). 

P.151, bk.ll. c. xii. st.OO, 1.5, curious sjmagei'ee 
(1590), pure imagerre (1609). • 

P. 151, bk. II. c. xil. Ht. 61, 1.8. fearefully (1590), 
tenderly (1596). 

P. 153, bk. II. c. xii. Bt. 76- 1. 8, That (1599), 
27io«(l590). • 

153, bk. Ti. c. xii. st. 77, 1. 5, alablaster 
1699, 1909, 1611), alabaster (1979). 

P.153, bk.ll. c. XII. st. 81, 1. 4, f/iaf same (1599), 
the same (1590). 

r. 154, bk. ir. c. xil. Bt. 83, 1. 7, spoyle (1590), 
spayUt (1599). 

P. 155, Ilk. TU. c. k Prol. at. 1, 1. 2, The fayrest 
(1590), That fayrest (1596) 

P. 165, bk. HI. c. 1. Prol. Bt. 4, 1. 2, Oiy setfe thou 
(1590), yom*selfe you ( 1596) 

P. 165, bk. in. c. 1. Arg. 1. 3, Makcaslaes (from 
en*ata in ‘Faults escaped in the IMnt’). The 
texts of 4toB. 1590, 1599, and folios 1909, 1911, read 
Materastaes. 

P. 160, bk. III. c. i. Bt.41, 1.8, lightly (1609), 
fughly (1590). 

P. 160, bk. ui. c. i. Bt. 47, 1. 7, which (1596), 
fAof(1590). 

P. 160, bk. III. c. i. Ht. 48, 1. 2, hrust (1690), 
6 «ri< (1609). 

TY 
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r. 1G1, bk. TTi. r. 1. St. rtG, 1. S, liaseimano (1590), 
ltascu> mam (1G()9). 

P. 162, bk. 111 . c. i. St. GO, 1. 8, leanj (1609), 
ueary (1690). 

P. 1C2, bk. in. c. 1 . Bt. 60, 1. 9, fond (1590), 
fand (1609). 

F.IGH, bk. III. c.ii. -t.;5, l.G, /r* (1596), to (1590). 

P. 1G3, bk.Jii. i‘. ii. at. 4, SheU'methng irilh 
Guyon by the iray (so all old editions). Upton pro- 
jiOHOd to mid the Kedcrosse Knujht instead of 
Guyov. Todd suKjiested Hedcrosse^ and Umj-tou, 
according to Collier, proposed S. George. 

P. 1G3, bk. ni. c. li. Bt. 8, 1. 5, Which to prove 
(1690). Whuh 1 to prove (1596). 

P. U:4, Ilk. III. c. 11 . st. 15, 1.4, allegge (1590), 
alledge (1679). ‘ 

P. 164. bk. 111 . c. ii. Bt 16, 1. 9, (1690), 

point (1009). Mr. Collier sayn that Todd was a 
careless collator, yet Todd is right in saying that 
the folias read jmnit, and Mr. Collier is wrong in 
nsserting that they read part. 

P. 166, bk. 111 . c. id^st. 90, 1. 5, her in her tearme 
bed (1590), in her wartiie bed her dight (1596). 

P.167, bk. III. c.ii. st. 44, 1.1, Mindc (1590), 
mine (1609). 

P. 168, bk. III. c. ii. Bt. 50, 1. 2, breaded (1590), 
braided (160*1). 

P. 168, bk. HI. c. iii. St. 1, 1. 1, Afoti (15.90). tth • 
(160'J). 

P. 169, bk. 111 . c. iii. st. o, 1. 1, dredd (1590), ; 
<frad(1609). , , 

P. 169, bk. ITT. c. ni. .st. 4, 1. 8, protense (15.90). 
pretence (1596). 

P. 171, bk.iil. r. ni. bt. 23, 1. 5, shall (1590),a(/ 
(1679). 

P. 171, bk. ni. c. iii.‘'Bt. 29, 1. 1, with (1590), 
where (1596). 

P. 172, bk. in. c. lU. at. 35, 1. l, thy (1590), the 
(1590). 

P. 172, bk. HI. c. in. st. 37, 1, 7, their (1590), 
the (1596). 

P. 173, bk. m. c. iii. Bt.44, 1. 5, yeares (in 1590) | 
is omitted by the 4to. 1596 and fol. 1609, and full 
is inserted to renaer the line oiinplcte. 

P. 173, bk. III. e. hi. st. 44, 1. 6, F.re they to 
former rule^ Sic. (1596), Ere they unto thnr Jormer 
rule (1590). • 

P. 173, bk. nr. c. iii. nt. 50, 1. 9, Hee (from the 
errata in ‘Faults eHCaped in the Print’). Tlie 
text of 4to. 1590 n'ods she, and omits as earat, which 
are Biipplied from the fol. 1(9)9. 

P. 174, bk. HI. c. Hi. st. 5‘), 1. 3, (need mates 
good seholters) teach (I5*J0), tp/unii need new strength 
siaM teach (1596). 

P. 175, bk. in. c. iv. Bt. .1, 1. 8, she (1596), he 
(1590). 

P. 176, bk. III. c. iv. st. 8, 1. 9, /*st(J590), i/iese 
(1696). 

P.176, bkfili. c. iv. Bt. 15, 1.6, speore (1609), 
^yeares (1590). 

P. 178, bk. III. c. iv. bt. 27, 1. 6, fleshly (1596), 
flediy (1690). 

P.178, bk, n:. c. iv. st. 80, l.G, swowne (1596), 
suownd (1590). 

P. 178, bk. III. c. Iv. Bt. 3J, 1. 4, raynes (1590), 
tra^tes (1596). 

P. 179, bk. m. c. iv. st. 39, L 9, siih we no more 
•hall meet (1596), till we agame may meet (1590). 


P. 179, bk. III. c. Iv. st. 40, 1. 6, gelly-blood 
(Mi90), jetty d blood (1611). 

P. 179, bk. III. c. iv. st. 43, 1. 4, vauted (1590), 
vauUed (1609). 

P. 180, bk. 111 . c. iv. Bt. 46, 1. 2, gt'eot (1596), 
giet (1590). 

V. 180, bk. HI. c. IV. Bt. 48, 1. 1 ,f#(I.i.'K)), o/(H0.%). 

P. 180, bk. 111 . c. iv. Bt. 49, 1. 8, forhetd (1590), 
/iMv/rra''s(1609). 

P.181, bk. lu. c. iv. st. .59. 1.5, Dayes dearest 
eht/Sren be (J5!Mi), Ihe children of day &e(]590). 

P 182, t>k. in. c. V. st. 3, 1. 2. tdl that at last 
(1590), till at the last (1609). 

P. 184, bk. 111 . c. st. 11), 1. 5, no (1596), now 
(1590). 

P. 181, bk. 111 . c. V. ct. 21, 1. 9, blood. The 4to. 
1590 reiuls flood, (1596) blond. • i 

P.18.5, bk. III. c. V. bt. 30, 1.7, belter (1596), 
bitter (1590). 

P. 185, bk« III. c. V. st. 37, 1. 3, did (1590) had 
(Collier). 

P. 186, bk.*nn. c. V. st. 3*.), 1. 9. his (1596), their 
(1590). 

P. ISO, bk. in. e. V. st. 10, 1. 4, tores sweet teene 

(1.596) , sweet lores teene (15tM(). 

1*. 186. bk. 111 . c. V. st. 40, L 9, liking (1590), 
fm/ijr (15961. r " 

P. 186, bf. in. c. V. st 44, ]. 5, bonuhe ? beiintie 
(Collier). 

P. 187, bk. in. c. iv. Bt. 50, 1.8. to all th' (1590), 
to is omitted in tO. 1609. 

P. 187, bk. 111. c. 5. st. 51, 1. 9, ta to (1590). let 
It (1611). Collier is \\rung in contradicting Todd's 
aascrtion that the fol. 1611 reads let it. 

P. 187, bk. in. c. v. Bt. 53, 1. 9, weare (160*J), 
wei'e (1590). 

P. 188, bk. in. e. vi. st. 3, 1. 9, icere (1590), was 

(1.596) . 

P. 188, bk. in. c. vi. st. 5, 1. 3, bare (1596), 6or« 
(1.590). 

I P. 188, bk. III. c. vi. Bt. 6, 1. 5, his beamks. The 
I fol. of 1609 has his hot beames. 

I P. 189, bk. in. c. vi. bt. 12, 1. 2, aspect. The 
4to. 1690 ^cads aspects. . 

P. 189, bk. 111 . c. M. Bt. 12, I. 4, beautie (1.590), 
beauties (1596). 

P. V)0, bk. 111. c. VI. Bt. 20. I. 5, chaunge 
. . . stmunqe. 'rhe 4to. I5S)0 readp chamuj . . . 
straunif ; tbe 4to. 1 596 bos change, strange. 

P.190, bk. 111 . c.vi. Ht. 2-5. 1.5, U’Am'a as (1609), 
Fr9i» which (4tos. 1.5!)0, 1.596). Clinrch proixised to 
read Of which a fountame, Siv. 

P. 190, bk. HI. e. vi. at. 26, 1. 4, both farre and 
neare (1596), omitted in tbe 4to. 1590. 

P. 191, bk. III. c. vi. st. 28, 1. 6, thence (1590), 
hence (1696). 

P. 191, bk. 111 . c. vi. Bt. 29, 1. 5, Gmdus (1596), 
Gnidas (1.590). ' 

P. 192, bk. ill. e. vi. Bt. 39, . 1, and to edl (1590), 
to is omitted in fol. 1611. 

P. 192, bk. in. c. vi. Bt. 40, 1. 6, saw. All the 
old copies read spyde. 

F. 192, bk. ni. c. vi. Ht. 42, 1. 5, heavy (1.59G), 
heaventy (1.5!N)). 

P. 1!)2, bk. 111 . c. vi. Bt. 45, 1. 4, And dearest love 
(In 1609), omitted in the 4tOB. 

V. T»2, bk. HI. c. \i. Bt. 40, 1. 5, jVU»-eissevi:.96), 
J/arcfsse (1.590). 
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r. 193, bk. III. c. vi. St. 48, 1. 9, losm (l-llMi), 
loosen (1609). 

V. 193, bk. III. c. vi. Bt. 52, 1. 9, /<rii«f/ift/(l5!Mi), 
launch (1590), launced (1609). 

1’. 193, bk. iiT. c. vii. Ars. 1. 4, Gyaimts. It is 
Gimant 111 1590, and GyanU in 1596. 

1’. 193, bk. lit. u. vii. st. 1, 1. 8, she did (1596), 
he did (1590). 

r. 194, l)k. III. c. vii. St. 5, 1. 1, the (ops (l.'iOO). 

/A’/«p«(1609). • 

P.,194, bk. UI. c. vii. st. 9, 1. ‘1, /« (1.596). (iro 
(1590). 

• P.19,5, bk. III. c. vii. ,Bt. 13, 1.6, hath (l.5!M»), 

had (1609). 

P. 195, bk. III. c. vii. 6t. 18. 1. 5, Ma/ht by the 
Hitch m- by her lonue com/xisl (1590). The verb 5*' 
iimst lie imdersiood Ix'forc eompasl. Might be the 
vilfitor that tier Sonne (1596). 

P. 195, bk. III. c. vii. Bt. 19, 1. 6, her (1.590), 
I//«/(l609). 

P.196, bk. ITT. c. vii. st. 2‘|, 1. (1596), .«Ar 

(1590). 

1*. 197, bk. HI. c. vii. st. Ti, 1. 7,%urheff (1.596), 
much til (161 1 ). .Idllier is wronf? 111 contr.'ulirtiiif' 
Todd's assertiuii rc!^:tiiig tlic lection of the lul. 
161 KV, 

I*. 198, bk. ill. c, vii. st 4 :^ 1. 8, nere. The 
41,0. 1590 luih irere; the 4to. l596«ioa(iii tieiire. 

P. 198, bk. Ill, <•. vii. st. 45 , 1. 5, jtoni him 
(1590), him from (1609). 

V’. 198, bk. HI. c. vii. st. 46, 1. 8, Ihe (15SKI), that 
(1596). • , 

P. 19K, bk. HI. c. \u. st. 48, ]. 4, And many 
hath to aic, (1396), Till him Vhylde Thopws to &c. 
(1590). 

P. 200, bk. TIT. c. viii. st. 2, 1. 7, golden (1590), 
broken (1596). 

P. 200, bk. III. c. viii. st. 5, 1. 1, adrtc9:—decice 
(1.5!K)), «</»«<> (1596). • 

P. 201, bk. lU. c. vui. st. 6, 1. 7, irex (1590), 
iffli (1609). 

P. 201, bk. III. e. Mil. st. 7, 1. 4, to womens 
(1590), a womans (1.596). 

P.201, bk. TIT. c. VIII. Bt. 9, 1.9, whom (1609), 
WHO (4to8.). • 

P. 202, bk. 111 . c. viii. st. 17, 1. .'1, brought, 
through. The 4to. 1590 bus broght, Ihroijh. 

J’. 203, bk. HI. c. vui. at. 25, 1. 6, hoihl. It is 
hand in nil old wlitions. 

]’. 203, bk. HI. c.viii. st. ‘10, 1. 3, fivry (1609), 
fivn n (1 590), but see p. 204, at. 35, 1. 2. 

P.'2i>5, bk. HI. V. Viii. at. 32, 1. 7, II§<P. . . 
assoyld (no all the old iHlitiona). Cliurch proposed 
to read Did . . . assoyle 

P. 203, bk. TIT. c. viii. st. ‘13, 1. 9, her by (1.51M)), 
thereby (1596). 

P. 204. Ik. HI. c. vui. Bt. 37, 1. 9, hight (1596), 
high (1590). • 

P. 205, bk. IIT. c. viii. at. 47, 1. 5, surely. Upton 
BU)(pfeated sorely. 

1*. 20.5, bk. 111 . c. viii. st.49, 1. 2, Thare (1596), 
71* Atm* (1590), 

P.206, bk. HI. c. ix. st. 2, 1.4, altone (1596), 
atlonce (1590). 

P. 206, bk. 111. c. IX. Bt. 7, 1. 3, misdonne (1596), 
disdonne (1590', • 

P. 208. bk. III. c. ix. at. 20, 1. 9, persant (1590), 
ptrsent (1009), present (1011). 


P. 208, bk. HI. c. ix. st. 22, 1. 1. JJellona (1590), 
Minerrn (1596). 

P. 208, bk. HI. c. ix. Bt. 22, I. 5, her speare 
(1.51K>), Ihe speare (1596). 

P. 208, bk. III. c, IX. st. 27, 1.5, that glatmces 
(1609), uith glaimces 11590). 

P. 208, bk. III. c. i\. st. 27, 1. 7, demeasi are 
(1590), defnennui9 (1609). • 

P. 209, bk. HI. c. IX. st. 32, 1. 8, glad (1596), 
yglad (1590). 

P. 209, bk. HI. o. \\ st. 37, 1. 7, glories (1590, 
l.51Mi, m\9), glorious (1611. 1679). 

P.210, bk. HI. c, ix. st. 41, 1.9, temoud 
remon'd (1609), remov’d (1679). 

P. 210, bk. HI. e. IX. st. 45, 1. 3, neck (15‘l6), 
neels (1.590). 

P.210, bk. III. c. ix* st. 47, 1. 3, Ara/'d (1.596), 
hard (151#)). 

P.211, lilt. HI. r. W. st.49, 1.4, IVAicA, a/ler 
nsf (1596;, And after rest (1609). 

P. 211, bk. III. c. X. st. 2. 1 2, grievously (1596), 
grivouslif (1590). 

P.212, bk. III. c. X. hi.#, 1.9, to (1596), with 
(1590). 

P. 213, bk. III. c. X. st. 18, 1. 4, 7'hen (1596), So 
(1590). 

P. 213, l)k. TH. c. v. st. 21, 1. 9, eanieil (1590), 
yearned (1609). 

P.214, bk. HI. c. x.jKt. 31, 1.3, and nith thy 
(M»6), that with thy (15!fl). 

P.214, bk. HI. c.x. Bt.31, 1.7, m/ttMpai/ (1609), 
^vertuons pray (1590). 

P. 215, bk. HI. c. \. Bt, 33, 1. 7, over-t onne. It 
is ovet'onne in 1590. 

P.215, bk. HI. c X. st. 40 , L 1, addiesse. All, 
old copies have addrest.^ 

P. 215, bk. HI. c. X. .fl.40, 1, 3, wasfifall (1596), 
faitifull (1590). 

P.215, bk. HI. c. X. Bt.41, 1.7, tfidr/om(,( 1590), 
tcddjoied (1609). 

r. 216, bk. HI. c. X. st. 47, 1. 1, the (1609), his 
(1590). 

P.218, bk. 111. c. XI. st. 2, 1.3, golden (1609), 
goldtng (W.M). ^ 

P. 218, bk. iH. c. XI. st. 1, 1. 4, alt tluit / eier. 
Sic. (1.590), Unit I did veer, SiC. (1.596). 

1’. 218, bk. HI. c. xi. st. 6, 1. 6, hat (1.590), 
was (1611). Collier is nroW)' in oontrndietins 
Todd’s nsscrtiou ropetitiiHi the muliiie of the lol. 
1611. 

P. 218, bk. III. c. xi. Bt. 7, 1. 6, of (1590), off 
(1596). 

P. 219, bk. HI. c. xi. st. 12, 1. 1, singulis (1609), 
smgulfes (1590). 

P. 220, bk. ITT. <!. xi. st. 19, death (1590), ? hfe 
(Jortin). 

P.220, bk. HI. e.xi. st.22, 1.8, the which 
In 4to. l^iO the is omitted. 

P. 220, bk. Tii. c. xi. st. 23, 1. 2, Inglorious, 
beastliie. I’lie 4to. 1590 rcnils Ingiortous and Iwast- 
Uke. Tn fol. 161 1 and 13 oiuittisl. Collier is wrong 
in Raying that uu old edition omits and. 

P. 220 , bk. m. c. xi. sj. 27, 1. 7, entred (1596), 
decierf (1590). 

P. 221, bk. m. c. xi. st. 28, 1. 8, Like a (1696), 
Like to a (1590). 

^ 
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P. 221, bk. m. c. xi. st. 36, 1. 7, thee (1696), (he 
(1590). 

P. 222, bk. III. c.xi. Rt. 38, 1. 6, fire (1390), Ar 
(1596). 

P.222, bk.m. c. Xi. 8t.39, 1.6, each other 
hu other (I3iM)). 

P. 222, bk III. xi. Rt. 39. 1. 8, stag (siiggcstod 
by .ToVtiii). All old copies read /iftflf. 

P. 22.1, bk. irr. c. xi. st. 47, 1. 9, hevena htght 
(sufjgcsted b> Church). All old editions read 
heren bright. 

r. 221, bk. 111 . c. xil. vt. 7, 1. 8, wood (l.'iOG), 
word (l.VJO). 

P. 225, bk. m. c. xil. st. 9, 1. 3, other (1609), 
others 

1*. 22.1, bk. 111 . c. xii. Mt. 12, 1. 3, too or froe 
(1590), to and fro (1396). 

P. 225, bk. HI. c. xii. st. 12, 1. 6, iciiiget (1590), 
wtngy (MOO). 

P.225, bk. III. c. xii. st. 17, 1.6, dtd fosse (ho 
all copies). Church would omit did, and fur losse 
rend tod: In her right hand a fierbrand she tost. 

1\ 226, bk. 111 . c. xllr st. IH, 1. 5, drad (l.i!N>), 
dread (1390), 

P. 226, bk. m. c. xii. st. 18, 1. 8, honu-laden. 
All old editions read hony-lady. 

P. 226, bk. m. o. xii. st. 21, 1. 7, fading. ChiiR'h 
thinks that Spenser meant to write futhng. 

r. 226, bk. III. r. XU. -st. 2J, l.H, (I.lOii), 
(l.-i9(l). ^ * 

P. 226, bk. Tir. c XII. Rt.2.‘!. I. .1, /land IS omitted 
ill 4tos., but H unioLip: the 01 rata in ‘ i>’nults es- 
cuix'd 111 the Print.' 

P. 226, bk. 111 . e. xii. st. 2(i, 1. 7, by the (1390), 
with that (1596). 

P.226, bk. 111 . c. xii. st. 27, 1.3, and bore all 
an ay (1396), nothing did ranaiiiie (1390). 

P. 226, bk. nr. c. xii. st. 27, 1. 8, Jt (1590), In 
(1611). Colher is wrong rcsp^iiig the reading of 
the folios. 

P. 227, bk. III. c. xii. st. 28, 1. 1, there (1609). 
The 4t08. wad their. 

P. 227, bk. in. c. xil. st. 29, 1. 1, wandering 
(1590), wmdenng gOll). 

P. 227, bk. m. c. xii. st. 33, 1. 3, to hei'selfe 
(1396), to the next (1390). 

P. 227, bk. 111. c. xil. Bt. 34 , 1. 4, unto Aer* (1609), 
wUohiHiiVm). * 

P. 228, bk. III. c, xii. st. .18, 1. .5, bor'd (MSW), 
sor’d, i.c. made sow, hurt (1590). 

1’. 228, bk. in. c. xil. Bt. 40, 1. 6, faire iMdy 
(1596),/atre Lail (1.390). 

P. 228, bk. ui. e. XU. at. 4.5, 1. 9, Whitest here I 
doe respire. 

When Spenser printed his firs^ three books of the 
* Fairie Qnecne ' the two lovers. Sir Srudnmoreaud 
Ainoret, have a liappy meeting: liut afeerwonis, 
when he printed the fourtli, fifth, and sacth books, 
he reprinted lil^wiso the first three iKMiks ; and, 
among other artorotions, lie left out the five last 
stanzas and made three new stanza^, viz. 4.H, 44, 
45. More easie issew now, &c. By thei!« alterations 
this third book not onl]( connects fjcttcr with the 
fourth, but the reader is kept in that suspenso 
.which is neceasary in a well-told story. Tho 
Btiuizus which are mentioned above as omitted in 
the s(.>'-oMd edition, and printed in the first, are the 
following 


43. 

“ At lost she come unto the pLooe, where late 
“ She left Sit Sendamour In great dlstrcsse, 

“ Twixt dolonr and despight halfe desperate, 

Of lus loues Micenur, of his owne rodresse, 

** And of the hurdle Bntumorts snccesse : 

Tlicrc on tlie cold earth Idin now throvwi riie 
“ found, 

“ In wilftill anguish and dead hcavinesse, 

An An him cald ; wliosc voices knowen sound 
“ S()gn os he heard, himself he reared light from 
“ ground. 

44 . 

“ There did he see, that most on earth him joyd, 

“ His dearest lone, the comfort of his dayra. 
Whose ton long atisence him had sore annoyd, 

“ And wearied Ids life with dull delayes. 

“ Straight he upstarted from the loathed laycs, 

“ And to her ran with hasty egernesse, 

“ Like as a.Oeare, that grc^ily embayes 
“ In the cool soile, after long tbirstincs«c, 

‘‘ W'hich he ip, cbaco endured hath, now nigh 
“ breatldesse. 

45. 

“ Lightly he dipt her twixt Ids armes twaiiic 
“ And streightly did embrace her body bright, 

“ Tier )iod> , iato the prison of sad pauic, 

“ Now the KwiH^b lodge of lone and dcare delight ; 
** Hut she, faire liiwly, oNercummen quight 
Of huge' affection, did in pleasure melt, 

“ And in swwte ravishment )H>urd out her 
I “ Riniglit. ** 

“ No word I hey spake, nor earthly thing they 
“ lelt, 

*' But like two senccles stocks in long embrnceiiient 
dwelt. 

“ Hod yfflhcm soono, yc would have surely thought 
Tluit they had beene that faire Hcrmaptirodlte, 
** Wliieh that rich liomane of whito marble 
“ wrought, 

“ And in his costly Bath cansd to bee site. 

“ So seemd those two, as growne togethor quite, 
“ Tliat Britomart, halfe envying their blosse, 
Was much cmpassioilJ in her gentle sprite, 

“ And to her selfe oft wisht like happinosse : 

" In vain she wisht, that fate u’ould let her yet 
poBsd&se. 

47 

“ Thus doc those loners, with sweet coniitcrvayle, 

“ J'lacli other of loues bitter fruit despollc. 

fiifv now my teme Uigins to faint and fa^le, 

“ All woxen weiiry of their jourmill toyle : 
'ilierefore I will their sweatie yokes assoylo 
At this some furrowes end, till a now day ; 

“ And yc, faire Swayns, after your long tnnnoyle, 
“ Now ccosc your worke, and at your pleasara 
“ play : t 

" Now cease your work ; tomorrow is an holy day." 

P. 229, ilk. IV. c. 1. 1. 4, Triamond. All the Qarly 
editions have Telamorid. 

P. 231, Ilk. IV. c. 1. Bt. 16, 1. 4, gritfuU (1596), 
grtefefull (1609). 

P. 231, bk. IV. c.i. Bt.l6, 1. 7, none (1696), one 
(1609). a 

P. 236, hk. IV. c. 11. Bt. 2, 1. 5, concerned (1696), 
coruenied (1679). 




APPENDIX I. 


693 


r. 2S7. bk. IV. c. ii. at. 10, 1. 1, besming (1606), 
hejUiing (1070). 

P. 3:iS, bk. IV. c. ii. Bt. 22, 1. 7, avizmg. The 
4tos. have admtng, the folios avmag. 

P. 241, bk. IV. c. ii. Bt. 52, 1. 9, a> he 

so (?). 

P. 242, bk. IV. c. iii. at. 7, 1. 4, still (16(»fl), si//, 
(150B). 

P.242, bk.iv. c.iii. st.R, 1. avengement (16(m), 
advengement ( 1 50B) . 

P. 242, bk. IV. c. iii. at. 9, 1. G. noh! (1^09), tiot 
Oo96). 

P. 243, bk. TV. c. ih. at. 13, 1. 8, o/Aer hre/hren 
.(bo all copies). It siiould be second broffier 
(Chnriih). 

P.243, bk. IV. c.iii. st. 20, 1. 1, adventure (bo 
all copies). It ban been propoBcd to read advantage ; 
blit a(/ven^Mfv= opportunity. 

. ]¥(245, bk. IV. c. iii. st. 3G, 1. 3, leards (bo all 
coines). Church proposed to read sioords. 

P. 247, bk. IV. c. ill. st. 52, 1. 0, elnotusre (1600), 
e/sieere (160(i). • 

P.247, bk. IV. c. iv. st. 1. l.i, minds (1506), 
hres (1600). • 

P. 247, bk. IV. c. iv. st. 2, 1. 3, als (1609), els 
(15!M)). , 

P. 24J, bk. IV. c. iv. st. 2, 1.4, Jllandamour 
{\&!Q)iscudamour (l.'ioe). 

P. 248, bk. IV. c. IV. st. 8, f. 2, F^rau (1609), 
Ferrat (1596). 

P. 248, bk. IV. c. iv. st. 10, 1. 5, worse (1609), 
must (1596). 

P. 249, bk. IV. c. iv. st. 17, 1 a4, maiden-headed 
(1596), ^ saigi'-hmdeil (Churchy. 

P. 240, bk. IV. c. IV. st. 24, 1. 9, swound. The 
4t«i. has sound, 

J\ 210, bk. IV. c iv. st. 24, 1. 1, beam-li/^e (1600). 
braveltl^ (1506). 

P.250, bk.iv. c. iv. st. 29, 1. 6, (161 J), 

cttffling (1596). • 

P.252, bk. IV. c. v. at. 4, 1.4, I^mno (1596), 
Lemnos (1611). 

P. 253, bk. TV. c. V. bt. 5, 1. 5, AcukUtan (1506), 
Aridalian (1609). 

P. 253, bk. IV. c. V. st. 6, 1. 8, Martian (1596), 
? martial. . 

P. 264, bk. IV. c. V. Bt.^6, 1. 1, that (1596), the 
(1609). 

P. 254, bk. IV. c. V. st. 21, 1. S, one all old 
copies). Hughes reads oirn. 

F. 254, bk. IV. c. V. st. 23, 1. 7, sens (1596), 
since (1609). 

P. 255, bk. IV. c. V. st. 26, 1. 6, one (IfiOB), 
once (1596). * 

P. 255, bk. IV. c. V. st. 31, 1. 3, his (1609), her 
(1506). 

I>. 256, bk. TV. c. V. st. 35, 1. 4, unpared (1596), 
prepare (1611). 

P. 256. bk. IV. c. V. st. 37, 1. 2, Fgraemon (1609). 
Kd. 1696 reads I'ynaemon. • 

P. 266, bk. IV. c. V. st. 40, 1. 7, wheresoever 
(1506). wheresoere (1611). 

P. 260, Uc. IV. c. vi. st. 24, 1. 8, feare (1609), 
kisfeare (1696). 

P. 260, bk. IV. 0 . vl. st. 28, 1. 6, Jhm (proposed 
by Upton and Church). Her (1506). He (1600). 

P. 261, bk. IV. c. vi. st. 33, 1. 6,/a»ginp (1596), 
raging (1811). 


P. 262, bk. IV. c. \i at. 14, 1. 4, tn (15 06) 
Some modem editors, following fol. 1 600, alter to on. 

P. 262, bk. IV. c. vi. st. 46, 1. 5, whom (1600), 
who (1596). 

P. 262, bk. IV. r. vji. st. 1, 1.1, darts (1600), 
dart (1596). 

P. 263, bk. IV. c. vii. st. 10, 1. 9, oversight 
(1.506), orestght (1600). 

P. 264, bk. iv.^-. vii. at. 12, 1. 1, captive (Iftilo). 
Some editors have proposer] to read captive. 

P. 265, bk. IV. I’. viJ. st. 22, 1. 1, Nor hedge 
Mr. .T, 1*. Collier proposes to read Ftu' hedge. 

1*. 265, bk. IV. c. vii. Bt. 23, 1. 3, to (1506) is 
omitttHl in 1670. 

P. 265, bk.iv. e. vii. st. 25, 1. 1, ir/uch (1600), 
wtOi (1506). 

P. 266, bk. IV. c. vii. st. :u, 1.1, sad (1600), 
nmr/ (1.506). • 

P. 267. bk. IV. c. viii. st. 1, 1. 0, infixed (1.506), 
infected (ftll). 

P. 268, bk. IV. c. viii. st. 9, 1. 0. pertake (1596), 
partake (1609). 

P. 268, bk. IV. c. viii. st. 12, 1. 3, her (suggested 
by Church), Aon (1506). a 

P.274, bk.iv. c. viii. st:64, 1.1, (Aw (1696), 
his (1609). 

P. 274, bk. IV. c. IX. Arg. 1. 2, ..Emplia (sug- 
gested by Church), Pceann (1506). 

P. 274, bk. IV. c. ix. st. 1, 1. 8, vei'tuous (1600), 
vertues (1506). 

^ 274. bk. IV. c. ixm st. 3, 1. 3, these (1506), 
this (1600). 

P. 275, bk. iVt c. ix. st. 11, 1. 0, them (suggested 
Chureb), him (1596). 

P. 276, bk. IV. e. ix. Bt. 12, 1. 2, Ac (1506), 
? thev or was (Church). 

P. 276, bk. IV. e. ix. at. 14, 1. 8, dpde—dped, 
complexioTied. Church aiggebted cyde. 

P. 276, bk. 15. e. ix. st. 17, 1.5, quest. It is 
guest m 1506 and in all old copies. 

P. 276, bk. IV. c. IX. st. W, 1. 7, bequest (1596), 
request (J61J). 

r. 277, bk. IV. c. ix. Bt. 23, 1. 8, wide. Mr. J. 
P, Collier says that in Drayton’s copy of the fol. of 
1611 witde 19 Huggested as an emendation for wide. 

P. 277, bk. IV. c. ix. Bt. 26, 1.^, T/ien gan (pro- 
posed by Church). In 1696 it is t/ieir gan, in 1611 
there gan. 

P. 277, bk. IV. c. ix. Bt. 30, 4 8, repaped (1600), 
repayred (1506). 

P. 278, bk. IV. c. ix. Bt. 37, 1. 2, Kutg/U (1506), 
? Kmghts (Upton). 

P. 279, bk. IV. c. X. st. 7, 1. 9, andad (1609), 
ancients (1596). 

P. 280, bk. IV. c. X. Bt. 9, 1. 1, eame (1696), 
yeamedOll). 

P. 280, bk IV. cf X. bt. 17, 1. 5, adteard (1596). 
award (1600). 

F. 28J, I^. IV. c. X. st. 10, 1. 1, meanest (1600). 
nearest (I606). 

P. 281, bk. IV. c. X. st. 23, 1. 2a ghesse (1596), 
bee (1600). 

P. 281, bk. IV. c. X. st. 23, 1. 8, to bee (1696), 
to ghesse (1609), J gtiesse (1611). 

P.281, bk. IV. c. X. Bt»26, 1.9, aigiire (1696), 
ifwpfre(1611). 

P.281, bk. IV. c.x. st. 27, 1.1, ZTyWiw (1596), 
Hylus (1609). 
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r. 2R2, bk. tv. c. X. St. 35, 1. A, heV (so sU 
copies). Some editors liavo suggested fiw>//=con- 
found; but Ml=O.Vu full or ticfe=cover. which 
agrees with its nominative waters. And fire de~ 
voure (he aijre is a parenthetical clause. 

r. 284, bk. IV. c. X. St. 61, 1. !), ptrlmds (so all 
editions), ^ gardusns (Church), ^guerdons (J. 1*. 
Collier). 

P.*'2M, bk. IV. C-. X. St. .'i.i, W.8, wane (1590), 

? wcat'ut (Chiircli imd Upton). 

r. 285, l)k. IV. c. X. st. 5ti, 1 4, at (l.'iOfi), on 
(ICO!)). 

I*. 285, Ilk. IV. c. xi. St. i, 1. 2. dredd (lM)fl), 
d7'ad (1009). 

r. 28.5, bk. IV. c. XI. st. 4, 1. 0, semi (1590), 
three (Ui09). 

r. 287. bk. IV. c. x'i. 6^,17, 1. 0, age. All old 
copies rend Umes. 

P. 287. bk. IV. c. xi. st. 19, 1. 4, /oriq^d (1.596), 
foretold (1011). 

P. 289, bk. tv. c. xi. st. 34, 1. 5, Grant (Child). 
The ed. of 1590 reads Quant. 

P.290, bk. IV. c. xi. st. 45, 1.1, lotelv (1596), 
(oriMi; (1009). V 

P. 290, bk. IV. c. xi. st. 48, 1. 8, Endore (IWHJ), 
read Endore (Child). 

1*. 290, bk. IV. c. xi. ht. .52, 1. 7, but (so all 
copies). Sonic editors have pro])oscd to read both. 

P. 292, bk. IV. e. xii. st. 13, II. 1, 2, Thnswhitst, 
Sic. (1596), _ 

Tfius whilst his sloMti Mali teas tonchf with, &(f 
And might}/ courage something tmlhfide (1609). 

P. 293, bk. TV. c. xii. st. 23, 1. 9, Thai ttwas tto^ 
old sore (1590), That no old sore tt was (Kill). | 

P. 295, bk. V. Prol. st. 2, 1. 2, at (1696), as 
(lOU). 

P. 295, bk. V. Prol. Ht.2, 1.9, degendered (1.596), i 
degenered 

P. 290, bk. t . I’rol. ht. 7, 1. 8, Viirtie (1.596), ' 
V thirteen. I 

P. 296, bk. V. Pror. st. 9, 1. 4, ne (1596), tin 


(1611). 

1’. 2.96, bk. V. Prol. st. 11, 1. 2, stead (1609), 
place (1.596). 

297, bk. v.,c. i. st. 4, 1. 1, Irena (1609), 
Eirena (1596). 

1’. 300, bk. V. c. 11 . Arp. 1. .9, Jdnnet'a, &c. The 
4to. has Momera. The correct reading was adopted 
by Hughes, • 

P, ;W0, bk. V. c. ii. st. 2, 1. 7, As to his (1609), 
And to his (1.596). 

P. 300, bk. V. c. ii. bt. 4, 1.1, he (1009), s/te 

(1.596). 

P, 301, bk. V. c. ii. bt. 11, 1.4, When as. All 
editions read Who as. Church pi-oposed to read 
Thu as^then as. , 

P. 303, bk. V. c. ii. Bt. 32, 1. 4, earth (1609), 
tate (1.596). 

P. .104, bk. V. c. ii. ht. 38, 1.1, //ry (1596), 


those. (1609). ^ 

r. 304. bk. c. ii. Bt. 44, 1.4, way (15{»6), 
weigh (1609), 

P. 804, bk. V. c. ii. Bt.45, 1.8, weij//d( 80 all edi- 
tions), ? scoilr (Church). 

P. 805, bk. V. c. ii. st. 46, 1. 9, way (1596), lay 


(1609). 

P. 308, bk. V. c. ili. st. 20, 1. 2, adeewed (so all 
editions). Upton suggested had viewed. 


P.-niO, bk. V. c. iii, 8t.40, 1.6, we here (1609), 
were here (1596). 

P. 310, bk. V. c. iv. Bt. 1, 1. 3, J/ad neede have 
(15SK5), Had nerd of (161 1 ). 

P. 311, bk. V. c. iv. Bt.8, 1.8, doure (1696), 
dowre (1609). 

P. 313, bk. V. c. Iv. st. 22, 1. 2, pvanoed (1696), 
ptnntond (1611). 

P. 314, bk. V. c. iv. st. 36, 1. 1, watchman (f609), 
lealehmen (1596). 

1*. 311) bk. V. e. iv. st. .‘hi. 1. 8, hatfe like a man 

(1.596), ai m'd like a man (I6(i9). 

I’r3i4, bk. 5'. c. IV. st. 37, 1.3, so fete (sn fill 
copies). Clinrcli proiiosed to alter nemv in 1. 1 tf> 
new, BO ns U) ibjme with few. Mr. J. P. Collier 
proposes to read to feat e instead ot so few, ilius 
making a suitable rhyme for neare. 

P. 314, bk. V. c. iv. ht. 37, 1.6, there (1.596), 
thetr (1611). 

P. 314, bk. V. c. iv, st. 39, 1. 3, doale . . . 
divide (1609), doile . . . davida (1.596). 

P. 323, bkl'v. c. Vi. st. 5, 11. 6, 7, For houres. 
Sic. (so all editions) ; but wc ought to rc<ul, says 
Chuich, * 

For daves, but houres ; for moneths that passed were. 
She told blit weekes, Sic. t, 

P. 323, bk. V. c. VI. st. 1.1, 1. 9, nffga(to^,{J609), 
singulfs (1596). 

J’. 321, bk^v . I?., vi. st. 16, 1. 7, things compacte. 
Mr. .7, J\ Collier, following Church, reads thing 
cotnpaete=a conraTted tiling. But the clause may 
stand if we look upon things os in the genitive 
case. f 

P. .924, bk. V. c. vi. ht. 17, 1. 5, Heard (1609), 
Here (1.596). 

P. 325, bk. V. c. vi. st. 24, 1. 1, their (1596), her 
(1609). 

P. 32>>, Ilk. V. c. \i. st. 2.5, 1. 9, nights. Church 
siipRCKtnZ hnighVs. 

P. ;J25, bk. I e. vi. st. 29, 1. 5, glims (1596), 
glxnise (16<’9), glimpse {\(ri\)). 

P. 326, bk. V. c. vi. bt. 32. 1. 7, did (1.596), ? had. 

F‘. 326, bk. V. c. vi. st. 33, 1. 7, avenge (1596), 
revenge (1609). 

P. 326, bk. V. c. vi. st. .94, 1.7, their (1596), 
(/art (1611). , 

r. .926, bk. V. c. VI. Bt. 35. 1. 5, vilde (1696), vile 
(1609). 

P. 327v bk. V. c. vii. st. 0, 1. 9, wreathed 

(1.596), 'i his wreathed ((^Imrcli). 

1’. 328, bk. V. c. VII. si. 13, 1. 5, to robe (1696),. 
to 6t- (1611). 

bk. V. c. \ii. st. 38, ]. 5, bad (169(i), sad 

(1609^ 

P. 331, bk. V. c. vii. bt. 42, 1. 3, Princess (1609), 
Princes (1596). 

P. 335, bk. V. c. viil. st. 34, 1. 8, curat (1596), 
fiira* (1679). 

P. 336, bk. V. c. ,vjli. Bt. 40, 1. 6, tnowen (1609), 
knowne (1596). , 

P. 337, bk. V. c. vlii. hi. 48, 1. 6, whether (1.596), 
whither (1609). 

P. 337, bk. V. c. viil. st. 50, 1. 8, eowheard 
(1590), coward (1609). 

P. 339, bk. V. c. ix. st. 2l, 1. 1, knights (1696), 
*»if7/ini611). 

P. 840, bk. Y. c. ix. Bt. 26, L 4, Font. The 
4to. Of 1596 reads Pons. 
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P. 341, bk. V. c. IX. Ht. 33, 1.8, rebelltov* (IfiOO), 
rebcllunu (]5!N>). 

P. 342, bk. V. c. ix. Ht. 44, 1. 1, appose (1596), 
oppose (1609). 

P. .343, bk. V. €5. X. St. 6, 1. 4, and her (1609), 
ando/herOm). 

P. 344, bk. V. c. X. Bt. 8, 1. 4, Idols ? Idol 
(Churcli). 

P. 346, bk. V. c. X. Bt. 18, 1. 8, faslnesse (1596), 
safenesse (1611). 

P^5, bk.v. c. X. Bt. 23, 1.1, whether 
vhdher{\^U). • 

T\ 345, bk. V. c. X. Bt. 23, 1. 4, threattng (H|96), 
thretdning (1611 ). 

* P. :146, bk. V. c. X. hL.*26, 1. Jl, so tune 7 now so 
(Church). 

P. 347, bk. V. c. X. Ht. 37, 1. 6, hard preased 
(].‘>96), had preac&l (1609). 

V.348, bk. V. u. xi. at. 6, 1. 9, have rtve (l.'iOO), 
not rtve 0611). 

P.349, bk.v. c. xi. Bt. 12. 1. 4, to (1.596), 
OH them (1679). ^ 

P. :it9, bk. V. c. xi. st. 13, 1. 9, through (1609). 
Ed. 1.596 n-nds throgh. m 

3.52, bk. V. c. xi. st. 40, 1. 6, shall sure 
alnj. The 4t<). 1596 omits the two words 
shall, sure, which Ire supplied from the folio 
1611. 

P. 3.52, bk. V. c.xi. Bt. 41, 1«2, too 51a7ne(1596), 
to 5/amc (1679). • • 

P. 3.52, bk. V. c. xi. st. 41, 1. 6, Inow (suggested 
by Upton), knew (1596). 

P. 35.3, bk. V. c. xi. Kt. 54, 1. 9, corrupt/ull 
Cl r,0(j), corrupted (im). • « 

P. 3f4, bk. V. c. xl. fit. 61, 1. 7, meed (ao all 
editions). The rhyme requires hure (Church). 

P. 354, bk. V. c. xi. st. 61, 1. 8, /roward (1609), 
tortoard (1696). 

P. 3;j 4, bk. v. c. xii. st. 1, 1. 9, enduren (1609), 
•.««/Mf*(1596). • 

355, bk. V. 0 . xii. st 5, 1. 9, Ihe Eagle (1596), 
th' Eagle (1609). 

P. 356, bk. V. c. xii. Bt. 17, 1. 5, such (1596), 
sure (1609). 

P. 866, bk. V. c. xii. st 19, 1. 2, sltame (1596), 
'■» harme (Collier). 

V. 357, bk. V. c. xii. sti 30, 1. 6, hungrily (1596), 
hvtigerly (1600). 

P. 360, bk. VI. Prol. st 6, 1. 9,/aJfie (adopted by 
Collier), nome (159(1). • 

P. 362, bk. VI. c. i. st 8, 1. 7, wretched (1596), 


ic/tieii(16n). 

P. 364, bk.vi. c. i. si. 28, 1. 6 , ere he (1609), ere thou 
(].596>. ^ 

P. 364, bk. 5a. e. i. at 34, 1. 2, stcound (adopted 
bj Child), «>«««/ (1596). 

365, bk. \a. c. i. Et. 37, 1. 5, potshares (1696), 
potshards ( 1 611 ). 

P. 365, bk. VI. c. 1. at. 40, 1. 9, yeatne (1596), 


eorne (1609). • 

P. 366, bk. VI. c. ii. st. 3, 1. 2, deed and word 
(1609), flc/awd deed (15.%). 

P. 366, bk. VI.. c. ii. st. 3, k 3, eares. All old 
editions read eyw. m 

P. 366, bk. VI. c. ii. st. 3, 1. 4, eyes. All old 


editions rcMl car«. 

P. 370, bk. VI. c. ii. st 39, 1. 2, xmplemenU 
11596), oman^ents (1609). • 


P. 371, bk. VI. c. iii. st. 1, 1. 3, a nusn (1596). 
In 1679 a is omitted. 

P. 372, bk. VI. c. Hi. st 12, 1. 7, save Aote(1696), 
salve hole (1611). 

P. 373, bk. VI. c. lii. st 21, 1. 8, dtfaull (1596), 

? assault (Collier). 

P. 374, bk. VI. c. ill. st. 24, 1. 5, Cryuig aloud to 
shew (1609). The 4to. 1596 has Grying aloud in 
vame to shew. tic. 

P. 374, bk. vie R. iii. st. 28, 1. 6, soft footing 
(1679), softmgfoot (1.596). 

P. 374, bk. VI. c. lii. st. 30, 1. 9, thotvugh (1609)t 
The. 4to. 1596 has through. 

P. 375, bk. vi. c. ill. st 35, 1. 3, which (1609). 
The4to. 1.596 has that. 

P. 376, hk. VI. c. iii. Kt. 42, 1. 4, approve (1609), 
rejnvre (1596). 

P. 376, bk. VI. c. iii. 42, 1. 7, reprore (1609), 
approve (ihW). • 

P. 376«bk. VI. c. lii. st. 48, 1. 2, and all (so all 
old odiiioDK), 7 with all. 

P. 378, bk. VI. c. IV. st 13, 1. 8, where (1009), 
there (1596). 

P. 378, bk. VI. c. iv. stlO, 1.8, hurl (1611), 
hurts (1596). # 

P. 380, bk. VI. e. iv. st. 31, 1. 5, of our tin- 
hajtpiepatne (so all old copies). Climch proposed 
of this our happie paine. 

P. 380, bk. VI. c. IV. st. 35, 1. 3, Lo ' (1609), 
Low (1696). 

P. 381, bk. VI. c. V. Arg. 1. 1, Serena ^Hughes), 
i/(»iWa(1596). • 

P. 384, bk. VI. c. V. st. 28, 1. 2, lives (1596), ? live. 
Professor Child prints lived. 

P. 385, bk. VI. c. V. st 36, 1. 4, ojf (1609), of 
(1596). 

P.385, bk. VI. c. V. st 39, 1.3, gree (1609), 
glee (1596). 

P. .386, bk. VI. c. v.^. 41, 1. 2, there (1609). 
Tlie 4to. hns their. 

V. .386, bk. vj. c. Vi. st 4, I. 4, Of whtxh (1696), 
In which (1611). 

P. 387, bk. vr. e.vi. st 11, 1.0, Makes. The 
4t0 1596 has Make. 

P. 387, bk. VI. c. vi. Bt. 17, 1. 7, Calepme 
(Hughes), Calxdore (1596). _ 

P. 389, bk. VI. c, vi. Bt 3-»7 1. 6, fight (1609), 
rtght (1.596). 

P.391, bk. VI. c. vii. 8t3, 1.7, armed (1609). 
The 4to. has arm'd. • 

P. 392, bk. VI. c. vii. st. J6, 1. 9, yearned (1596), 
earned (1609). 

P. 395, bk. VI. c. vii. st. 38, 1. 7, through (1609). 
The 4to. 1696 has throifh. 

P. 895, bk. 3a. c. vii. st. 40. 1. 7, tyre/<n(i(1596), 
tyrhng (1679). 

P. 396, bk. vi.,c. viii. st. 3, I. 9, mtsust (1596), 
mtsiu'd (1609). 

P.397, bk. VI. c. viii. stll, 1.9, two (1609), 
tow (15^)1 

F. 398, bk, VI. c. viii. st. 15, 1. 3, pownd^ 
(1596), potwied (1609). ^ 

P. 898, bk. VI. c. viii. st 17, 1.6, From (1609), 
For (1606). 

P. 400, bk. VI. c. viii. st. 39, 1. 4, dairOest 
(1596). ddfidieef (1609). ' 

P. 401, bk. VI. c. viii. st 47, 1, 3, toy/e (1609), 
toy/e»(1696). 
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P.401, bk.vi. c.viii. Bt. 50, 1.4, ihetj (1590), 
(1009). 

P. 402, bk. VI. c. IX. Bt. iv. 1. 9, time (1596), ? tine 
(Church and Upton). 

P. 405, bk. VT. C-. IX. Bt. 28, 1. 6, ih' heavens 
(1596). SoiiiP modern editions rciul the heaven. 

P. 405, bk. VI. c. ix. Bt. ;I0, 1. 0, addi-eU (1596), 
? /«• dresl (Church). 

P. 406, bk.vi. f. ix. Ft. .SO, 1.8, Oriione (Hughes), 
lienhie (4to. 1596 and all oldcditRms). 

P. 406, bk. VI. c. IX. Bt. 45, 1. 9, bought (1596), 
? sougM (Church). 

P. 407, bk. VI. c. ix. st.4(i. 1. 5, did dieell (1611), 
did trelf (1596). 

P. 407, bk. VI. c. X. Bt. 2, 1. 9, tn the jiort (1609). 
The 4to. has on the jioi t. 

P. 409, bk. VI. c. X. Bt. 22, 1. 5, yEacidee. The | 
4to. has ^Ecidee. • I 

P. 409. bk. VI. c. X. fct. 24, 1. 7, froicard (1611), 
forirard (l‘i96). • 

P. 410, bk. VI. c. X. Bt. 34, 1. 9, tier. Collirar 
buggestB before. 

P. 411, bk. Ai. c. X. si. 36, 1. 6, he (omitted in 
nil oiu ttditions). 

P.411, bk.vi. c. x^st. 12, 1. 6, daily (1596), 
V deadly (Church). 

P, 411, bk. VI. c. X. Bt. 44, 1.8, And (1609), 
Jliif (1596). 

P. 414, bk. VI. c. XI. Bt. 19, 1. 4, pretended 
1 protended (Collier). 

P. 414, bk. VI. c. xi. Bt 24, 1. 1, reliv'd (15Qft), 
rmr’d (1009). • 

P.417, bk.vi. c. xi. Bt.45, 1.4, hjfnl (1596), 
hfefHl (1609). 

P. 419, bk. VI. c. xii. Bt, 12, 1. 8, loos (1.596), 
praise (1609). 

P. 422, bk. 11. c. xii. st. 40, 1. 7, leal ned (1596), 
gentle (1609). 

P. 422, bk. VT. c. xii. stT 41, 1. 3, cleanest (1596), 

7 clearest (Child). 

P. 429, bk. ^11. c. VI. Bt. 63, 1. 6, unto (1609). 
The folio 1611 has unto unto. 

P. 429, bk. vn. c. vi. st. 64, 1. 8, chanipatn 
(1611), champian (100.9). 

P. 429. bk. VII. e. vii. st. 2, 1. 3, feeble. The 
folios have sable. • 

P.430, bk. VII. c. vii. Bt. 8, 1.9, showe (1611), 
shem (1609). 

P. 430, bk. vn. c. vii. st. 9, 1. 1, hard (1611), 
heard (1609). • 

P. 430, bk. vn. c.vii. Bt. 9, 1.7, Ainde. The 
folios have kmdes. 

P. 4:10, bk. VII. c. vii. Bt. 10, 1. 7, Uieyi— 
which (hey (1611). 

P. 4.30, bk. VII. c. vii. Bt. 12, 1. 5, I\‘leus (1611), 
Pelenc (1609). 

P.431, bk. vn. c. vh. st. 16# 1.3, thy (1609), 
»»/(16ll). 

P. 432, bk. vn. c. vii. st. 28, 1. 3, bloosiim 
did (1609). The ed. of 161 1 omlta did. • • 

P. 433, bk. VIL c. vii. kc. 41, 1. 6, rode (so all 
copies); the rhyme requires rode. 

P. 433, bk. VII. c. vii. st. 41, 1. 7, Idaian 

(Upton). The folios read Jatan . 

P. 436, bk. ITI. c. vii. ^t. 56, 1. 7, same (1609), 
fameimi). 

, P. 436, bk. Vll. c. vili. st. 1, 1. 7, to cast (1609), 
and cast O&W) 


P. 436, bk. Vll. c. vlii. 8t.2, 1. y^.Sahaoth (1611), 
Sabbaoth (1609). 

P. 436, bk. VII. c. Vlii. at. 2, 1. 9, Por that Mr. 
Collier Biiggcsts thou. But there sliould perhaps 
be no comma after God, and tlic Bentence will be 
ail optative one signifying ‘ O may that great God 
of hosts grant me the enjoyment of tlint rest eter- 
nal.’ Perhajis Sabaoths sight is an allusion to the 
ancient Interpretation of the word Ja’usaleii, i.e. 
visio parts. 

P. 4;|6, bk. VII. c. vili. Bt. 2, 1 9, Sabaoths 
( 1 609 aiffi 1 61 1 ) y Sabbaths (Climrli ). 

P#136, bk. vjj. c. viii. st. 2, 1. 9, Sabaoth Ood 
(1611), Sabbaoth God (1609). 


' THE SHEPHEARUES CALENDAR. 

' P. 440, 1. 4, Noblesse (1679), noblenesse (1697> 

P. 440, 1. 12, my (1679), thy (1611). 

P.441, col. 1, 1.16, o/few (1579), ijfo /ewe (1597). 
r. 441, coL 2, 1. 25, coveting (1679), coveting 
(1597). 

P. 442, col. 1 1. 5, common. The 4to. (1570) has 
coinineii. 

P. 442, col. 1, 1. 49, scene (1586), seme (1579 and 
1581). * 

P. 442, col. 1, 1. 57, to be counted str^iungers 
(1597), straiinffers tabe counted (1579). 

P. 442, colW, K 27, (1579). Allotlicrold 

editions rt'iul unrujht. 

P.443, col.], I. 24, as one that (1597), as that 
(l-*79). 

• P. 443, col. 2, l.ll, rare (1579), rath (1697). 

P. 443. col. 2, 11. 1, 2 from bottom, thys 10. (1579), 
the tenth (1>97). 

P. 444, col. 1, 1. 13, more . . . then (1597), most 
. . . am/ (1579). 

P. 444, col. 1, 1. 17, Invencion, The i-d. 1579 
ha*' Invet^'ion. 

V. 414, col. I* 1. IK, these (1597), Ins (1579). 
P.414, col. 1, 1. 21, dejmitiun. Tin* cd. 1579 has 
difinilton. 

P. 444, col. 1, 1. 35, Aigtogues (1597). The cd. 
1579 reads Aklogues. 

P. 444, col. 1, I. 40, containe (1597), conceive 
(1579). t 

P. 445, col. 1, 1. 4, Abib. All old editions read 
Abtl. 

P. 445, ^ol. 2, 1. 8, entraunce. The cd. 1579 bos 
enrraunrje. 

\ P. 445, col. 2, 1. 13, dsetfe (1597), «// (1579). 

i*. 445, col. 2, 11. 21,22, of thone ]iavt ... of 
thothrr |t579), of the one part . . . of the other (toii7). 

P. 445, col. 2, 1. 25, Shcpheai'ds (1597), Sheu- 
Aea;t/(1679). ^ / 

P. 446 (Januunc), Arg. 1. 1, him (1579), himselfe 
(1597). 

i*. 446, Arg. 1, 5, delights (1579), delight (1597). 

P. 446, 1. 34, bloosSies (1579), blossonies (1681). 

P. 447 (GIohsc), col. 2, 1. 1, who that hath (1597), 
who hath (1679). 

P. 447 (GloBBC), col. 2, 1. 3 from bottom, counter- 
feuding (1679), courUerfaiUng (1597). 

P. 448 (GlOBBC), col. 1, 1. 1, J>oesye (1670), /b«e 
(1697). 

P. 448 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. 3, notwWutandeing, 
The ed. 1570 reads notwithstande. 
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1.4, oracles (lUiO), miracles 


P. 448 (FKHiuiAiiiK), I. 17, Ihrettie (1B79), Ihtrlie P.46‘2 (Glosse), col.l 
(1687). (1597). 

P.448, 1.62, j/ouni/M (1579), (1697). P. 462 (GIos.se), col. 1, 1. 8, passengers (1579), 

P. 448, 1. 67, lutst (1697), hath (1579). itersotis (1697). 

P.449, 1. 86, tadeaunce (1679), U> advance (1597). I P. 462 (Glosso), col. 1, 1. 1 from bottom. Algnnd 
P. 449, 1. 142, overa'owed (1697), overawed {\hVd). \ (1597), Algran (1679). 

P. 400, 1. 181, q/7 (1679), 0/(1697). | P.462 (Glossp), col. 2, 11. 32, 34, of whom . 


]*. 4'>(), 1. 189, To this tlie (1579), 7b this this 
(1697). 

P.460, 1. 218, to the earth (1.679), to the ground 
(1611). 

P.451 (Gloase), col. 1, 1. 9 from the%)ttoin, 
meanes (1611). All 4to8. read menne. % 

. P. 461 (Ulosso), ool. 2, 1. 1 1 from bottom, giveth 

(1.697) , (1679). 

P. 4.'>1 (Emblcme), col. 1, 1. 10, were (1579), 
ware (1697). 

P. 451 (Emblcme), col. 1, 1. 1.1, rash-headed 
(PWO), raw-headed (1697). 

P. 4.11 (Embleme), col. 2, 1. 8, Ood (1597), (iods 
(1.679). 

1*. 452 (Embleme), col. 1, 1. 1, wifj^ him (1.679), 
(It him (1597). 

P.452 (MAUCn), col. 1, 1. 4, niglgs (to 1)C ijro- 
iionncec^ as a disRvUablc). The 4tos. read nujiust, 
and fol. 1611 nujtieth. 

P. <M, col. 1, 1. 6, %inters 0570), winter (1.697). 

P. iSs, col. 1, 1. 40, als (1579 and 1697), alas 
(1581 imd 1.686). • 

P. 4'..1 (WyUyea Embleme), l.*2, Vods (Child). 
All old e'litious read God. 

P. 464 (Gloase), col. 1, 1. 9 from bottom, Goddesse 

(1.697) . The 4to. 1579 lias Godd£s. 

P. 454 (GloBse), col. 1, 1. 5,%nnged love (1597), 4 
wandring love (1679)« 

P. 464 (AmUL), (Arg.), 1. 2, Aemn (1579), here 
0/(1.697). 

P. 464(ArK.), 1.4,«(i«nofc(1.'»<9),aftcaa<f’d (1597). 
P. 4.7.7, col. 1, 1. 64, angelick (1579), angel-ltke 
(1.797). - • 

l'. 456, col. 1, 1.1.7.7,/n<’nrMe (1.797),7S«e.w (1.779). 
P. 456 ((ilossc), tiol. 2, 1. 12 from bottom, megmsse 
(1579), meannes (1597). 

P. 457 (Glossc), col. 2, 1. 32, d^y (1597), deaffly 
(1579). 

r. 457, col. 2, 1. 18 from Ixittom, hehiqht (1611). 
Tho 4to3. 1.779, 1681, 1.7S(f* 1.797, read bright. 

P. 488 (Glossc), col. 1, 1. 7,co»’onafion (1679), car- 
nation (1597), 

P. 468 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. 6, slea (1.779), 2lay (1797). 
P. 4.78 (Glosee), col. 2, 1. 9, o/(1679), fti/ (1.797). 

P. 458 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. 19, blinded (1579, 1.781, 
1586. 1597). Collier, who reads blended, is wrong 
in staling that Todd has no authority for fAiting 
blinded ; fol. 1611 has blended. 

P. 4.78 (Mayb), (Arg.), 1. 1, ffte (1597), firste 
(1..79). 

P. 4.78, col. 2. 1. 19. no (1.779), ne (1.781). 

P. 479, col. 1,1. .74, gmd (1.797), grrnd (1.779). 

P. 4.79, col. 1,1. 82, torsay (•r>97),/oiv«»v (1579). 
P. 466, col. 1, 1. 1-76, say I (1.797, 1611), sayd 1 
(1679). 

P. 466, col. 1, 1. 169. witen (1.779), twden (1611). 

P. 466, col. 1, 1. 164, none (1.779), no (1.797). 

P. 466. col. 2, 1. 211, f/ie(1879, 1.781, 1686, 1.797) 

1. 1. '273, forestall (1597), forstall 

(1679). 


t^'omelhens, in 1670 and 1.781, but omittiHl in 1.786. 

1*. 462, col. 2, 1. .72, hys (1.779), her (1581). 

P. 463, col. 1 , l.»2. and (1679). or (1686). • 

P.46J, col.l, 1.29. Tyranne{\.o79), Tyrant (1597). 

P. 463, col. 2, 1. 16, agreeing (1597), a greeting 

(1.797). 

P. 163, col. 2, 1.22, beware (1679), to beioare (1.797). 

P. 4fG (JiTVK), col. 1, 1. 16, shroude (1611), 
shouder (1.779). 

P.464, col. 1,1.24, 7‘arenes (1611), ravene (1579, 
1581,1586). ^ 

P. 464, col. 2, 1. 98, ^infult (1679), plaim/M 
(1581, 1.7W). 

P. 466 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. 4 from bottom, a// is 
omitted in 1.797. 

P. 46.7 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. 1.7, Lorde (1679), Lotde 
0/(1.797). 

P. 46.7 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. m, noblesse (1679), noble- 
nesse (1.797). 

r. 466 (Glosse), col. 1, H. 0 /- (1.797), of the (1.781). 

P. 466 ((tIossp), rol. 2, 1. 12, nndei myne (\697), 
nndennynde (1.779). 

P. 466 (.fULYK), col. 2, 1. 35, mtlesse (1697), teeet- 
lesK (1679). - 

P. 466, col. 2, 1. 68. hylfye (1579), holy (1.707) 

r.467, col. 1, 1. 69,/omiyrf( J.797),/orc'(awd (1.779). 

P.467, col. 1, 1.77, m'0i£/‘«<! (1581), resourse (1579). 

P. 467, col. 1,1.99. « slatTe (1611). The 4to8. 
1579, 1.781, 1.786, 1597 have the starres. 

P. 467, col. 1, 1. 1‘29, And (1586), As (1.779. 1.781). 

I*. 41.8, col. J, 1. 191, oilier (1579), olheis (1.797). 

P. 468. col. 1, 1. 197, Welter (1579), weltre (1.707). 

P. 468 (Thomnlins Embleme). 'J'he old editions 
have Pafinodes Embleme. 

r. 468 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. 10, lapsus (1570), lapsu 

(1.797). 

P. 468 (GlosaC), col. 2, 1. 7, then (1.797), and 
(1579). 

r. 468 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. OJroui bottom, that 
(1.779), the (1586). • 

P. 469 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. 17, of the (1597), 0/ 
(1679). 

P. 469 (Glossc), col. 2, I.«24, of a (1579), of the 
(1697). 

P. 470 (August), (Arg.), 1. 2, choose (1679), chose 
(1697). 

P. 470, col. 1, 1. 10, did passe (1697), didst passe 
(1679). 

P.470, col. 1, 1. 13, that mschaunce (1597), that 
neine mtschaitnce (^679). 

P. 470, col. 2, 1. 46, helheward, read hetherirard. 

P. 470, col. 2, 1. .73, holy (1597). holly (1.779). 

P. 4llf col. 1, 1. 84, thy hart (1.779), »iy hart 

(1.797). 

P. 471, col. 1, 1. 104, curelesse ((9bllicr). All edi- 
tions read earelesse. 

P. 471, col. 2, 1. 162, debarres . . . from (1679), 
debars . . . o/(1611). 

P. 471, col. 2, 1 . im,fmdes (1697). The4to. 1678 
has woddes. 

P. 471, ool. 2, 1. 167, or (1679), nor (1697). 
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P. 471, col. 2, 1. 172, a« (1697), a (1579). 

P.472, col. 2, 1. 198, mghfth (1679). The 4to. 
1697 has Air/Acl'A = hieth, hastens. 

r. 472 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. 4, aAcc, omitted in 4to. 
1679, IS supplied from the edition of 1697. 

P. 472, col. 2, 11. 14, 16, w . . . ‘partea (1579), 
omitted by 1697. 

P. 479 (SepthmuEIi), col. 1, 1. 6, dirle (1679), 
darke (1611). 

J\ 473, col. 1. 1. n, ripeth (1674 ), rippetfi (1697). 
P. 47:5, col. J, 1. 22, y wene (1679), mvle (1697). 

P. 473, col. 1, 1. 24, estate (1597). astate (1679). 

P. 474, col. 1, 1. 99, For-thv (1679), For they 
(IHIl). 

P. 474, col. 1, 1. 112, irhote (1679), hotr (1697). 

P. 474, col. ], 1. 12 !, doen (1679), do (1697). 

P. 474, col. 2, 1. 144, stay (1697), strau (1679). 

P. 474, col. 2, 1. 14 6, peed. The 4tos. luive yeeld ; 
c folio 1611 reads uead. * 

P. 474, col. 2, 1. 1.68, im/ke (1579), iaU^lGU). 

P. 474, col. 2, 1. 160, to (1597), two (1679). 

P. 474, col. 2, 1. 162, prire (1679), pnric (1597). 

P. 476, col. 2, 1. 257, 7jcr (1.679), ?its (1.697). 

P. 476 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. 1 from liottom, Tkrise. 
I’hc 4to. 1579 has TVicA ; fol. 1611 Thnre. 

P. 477 (OcTOBEn), col. 2, 1. 76, he forst to /ayue 
(1679), to forst to fame (1597), to force to fame 
(1611). 

P. 477, col. 2, 1. 79, thy place (1597), the plate 
(1.-.79). 

P. 477, col. 2, 1. 80, doe mii)), doed (1597). 

P. 477, col. 2, 1. 10.1, tremhlyi. Tlic 4to. 1679%ns 
wighfye, the folio 1611 waighhe. 

P. 478, col. 2, 1. 12 from bottom, Arcadian. ThC( 
4to. 1579 has Aradiaii, 4to. I.')97, lol. 1611 Arabian. 

P. 479 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. 11, ts. Bo all old editions 
(•') in. 

P.479 (Glosse), col.]. 11.27, ‘iH.jiam staMu dis- 
course 0 >"9), to stately coime (1597, 1611 ). 

P. 479 (Glosse), col. 1,1. ■*2, wel knowen to be Vir- 
gile (L579), well knew noble Virgil (1.697, 1611). 
r. 479 (GIobbc), col. 1, 1. da, flocks (1.679), y/ocie 

(1.697) . 

P.479 (Glosse), col. 2, 1.2, by fire; omitted in 
4to. 1597. 

479 (Glosse), _0(il. 2, 1. 13, layde (1697), lay 
(1579). • 

P. 4 79 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. 40, Petrarch, (1579), 

Petra? chs saying (1.697). 

P. 479 (Glosse, cA 2, 1. 12 from bottom, had 

(1.697) , hath (1.679). 

P. 479 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. 2 from bottom, ts (1597), 
it (1579). 

r. 480 (Glosbc), col. 1, 1. 8, forth (1679), oi/t 
(1.597). 

P. 480 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. 9. wham seeing Vulcane 
fofatre (1679), whom Vulcan sceyig w /aire (1.697, 
1611). 

1*. 480 (Novemiilk), (Arg.), 1. 2, albe (1697), albeit 

(1.697) . • , 

P. 481 , col. 1 , 1. 78, ?jou is not in 4tos., but occurs 
in fol. 1611. • 

P. 481, col. i , I. 85, hatJi displayde. The 4to. 1679 
reads doth dtsplai/e. 

P. 481, col. 1, 1. 98, heam (1597), heme (1679). 

P. 481, col. 1, 11. 98, 99,%#» (1597), hem (1579). 

P. 481, 2, 1. 115, eolourd (1597), coloured 

11679). 


P. 483 (Glosse), ool. 1, 1. 17, enjoy (1.679), meiee 
(1.597). 

P.483 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. '2b, dyed (1697), rfeyed 

(1.679). 

P. 48.9 (Glosse), ctil. 2, 1. 5, signe. Not in 1.679, 
blit in 1697. 

P.483 (Cilohsc), col. 2, 1. 7, Atropos daughtet's. 
T}ie4to. 1679 reads Ati’opodas iighfers. 

P. 483 (Uniblcmc), col. 2, 1. 6, to (1 679), (*.697), 

P. 484 (Decem.), col. 1 , 1. 29, reeled (1611 ). The 
4tos.mid wrealed. 

P. col. 2, 1.43, dernng-doe. Tlie 4 to. 1.679 
ha&jle? t'lng to, hut dei’i'tng doe is in the Glosse, p. 486, 
col. 2, 1. 1. 

P. 481, col. 2, 1. 70, luaihed{\bl\)),loaUiing (161 1).' 

P. 481. col. 2, I 76, season (1579), reason (1611). 

P. 48.6, col. 1, 1. 89, t'cniage (1697), to teniage 

(1.679). 

P. 486. col. 2, \.\lb,(jather together ye(lb{M), gather 
ye togither (1-679). 

P. 486 (Glosse), col. 1, 1. 7, or (1.679). 0/ (1.697). 

P. 486 (Gloase), col. 1, 1. 21. nor (1.679), cn- (1597). 

P. 486 (GloBsC), col. 1, 1. 27, liapes (1679), heapes 

(1.697). 

P. 486 (Glohsi*), col. 1, 1. 41, tn (1579), m the 

(1.697). 

P. 486 (Glosse), col. 2,1. 1 6, t /{etccA/ {lb79), knowest 
(1697). .-4 

P. 4S6 (Glo&sc)«coI. 2. 1. 20, our (how our in 
1.679), how i8«)mitti('fl by 1.697. 

P. 486 (Glosse), col. 2, 1. 23, Thus. The 4to. 1679 
has This, 

P. 486 (Emblcmc), col. 1, 1. 3, of Poetry (in 1679). 
,is omitted by 1697# 

P.486 (Einblemc), col. 1, 1. 8. nee . . . nee. Bo 
in all the 4tos. Borne mod. editions read non . . . 
non. 

P. 486 (Embleme), col. 2, 1. 2, hath (in 1679) is 
omitted by 1597. 

P. 486^Emblemc), col, 2, 1. 6. ejuod (1597), ginr 

(1.679) . • 

I’. 486 (Ejwloguu), col. 2, 1. 1 from bottom, despise 

(1.679) , displease (1597). 


I THE llUINES OP TIMK. 

P. 493, 1. 361, to (1,691 )ti/o (1611). 

P. 493, 1. 363, covetize. The edition 1691 reads 
cowi-ttze. 

P. 494,d. 414, made (1591), ? had (Jortin). 

P. 494, 1. 447, For he that now, ttc. (1691), For 
such as flow have ?nost the icorld at ?nll (Kil 1 ). 

P. 494, 1. 4-61, him that (1.691), such as (1611). 

P. 1. 464, O let the man (1691), 0 let not'Uiose 
(1611). 

P. 494, 1. 4.65, Nor ahve,iic. (1691) Alice nor dead 
be of the Muse ado?med (1611 ). 

P. 494, 1. 499, brickie (1.691), brittle (1611). 

P. 49.6, 1. 641, Ocean (1611), Uccaian (1591). 

P. 495, 1. 661, toAt^ (1611). The od. 1.691 reads 
wilh. 

V. 496, 1. .671, ira* but earth, &c. (1.691), iron but 
of earth and with her weightinesse (1611). 

P. 49.6, 1. 574, worlds (1611), words (1691). 

P. 496, 1. 647, bred was (1611), was bred (1.691). 

P. 496, 1. 664, the earth (1591) tlf earth (1611). 

P. 496, 1. 675, worldes. All old edUions reed 
worlds. • 
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TBAKES OF THE MUSES. 

P. 498, 1. 113, aix’rr, (?) tn revp. 

P. 499, 1. VHf, oj sin. Some mod. editions read 
to sin. 

P. 500, 1. 232, siwfults (loll), sim/uffs (1591). 

V 5(»l, 1. 401, that mnged God (1591), the winged 
God. 

P. 503, 1. 576, Poetresse (1591), Poetesse in some 
iiKKl. editions. 

P. 503, 1. 600, tmng (1611), loving (1591). ^ 

VIRGIL'S GNAT. • 

P. 501, 1. 23, waves (1591 ), ? ivave. 

P. 505, 1. 122, heart (1611). The ed. 1591 has 
hear. 

]'. 506, 1. 149, Asci'a'an. Tho od. 1591 reads .4.?- 
li ifii'hT 

P. 508, 1. 340, not (1611) is omitted l)> 4to. 1591. 

I’. 508, 1. 343,>f»v (1591 ),^«- (1611). 

P. 508, 1. 387, throat. Tho 4to. 1591«roiuls thieat. 

P. 508, 1. 406, ftiittering (1611),/tattmw,o (1591). 

P. 509. 1. il7. waladav (1591), welat^g (1611). 

P. 510, 1. 53<., ««Wi'e (1611), stye (1591). 

P. 510. 1. 576, Mlow^. Tho 4to. 1591 reads btl- 
loire. * 

P. 510 ', 1. 588, Hei'ca:an (1591) 'i^^Egean. 


P. 529, 1. 270, Tethis (1591), Thetps (1611). 
P. 529, 1. 272, dimiicd, read dimmed. 
P.531, 1. 414, Stacies (1611), stalies (1591). 


MUIOPOTMOS. 

P. 512, 1. .14, yoiH/th (1591), jfouth (1611) 

1\ 5,13, 1. 149, chanipam o're he. Tho 41.«>. 1591 
\\.is ehampion he, Igittlie Jol. Kill roiuls 
o'l e /«>. 

P. 5:14, 1. 250, ihsjiacmg. Tho 4to. has displaring. 

J’. 535, 1.335, //a//no (I5!)l), u//rte (1611). 

P. 535, 1. 354, enjesled (1591), ienfesterd (Col- 
lier). 

1\5‘J6, 1. 370, frainde ct'a/lily (1611), did sidy 
Jraiiie (1591). 

P. 536, 1. 392, haUifal (1591),/a/a7/ (Kill). 

P. 536, 1.431, yongthlifi The 4to. lius yuiigthly, 
but see p. ^.12, 1. 34. 


VISIONS OF THE WORLDS VANITIE. 

P. 537, si. 3, 1. 11, did. The 4to. 15!M has dotti. 
P. 518, st. 8, 1. 12, tulht'e *6ll), nature (1591). 


VISIONS OF RELLAY. 


MOTHER HUBBERD'S^l’AtiE. 

P. 513, 1. 53, Gossip (1611), Goship (1591). I 

P. 513, 1. 67, lifted upon, high (1591), lifted high 
(1611). • 

I* 513, 1. 87, irorldes (1611), ivorlds (1591). 

I>. 515, 1. 264, thetrh (1.591), thatch (1611). 

1’. 516, 1. 340 , carried (1591), V cocer'd (Collier). 

p. 517 1. 453, dirnjes (1611), dtiges (1591). 

P, .517, 1. ,501 , or (1.591 ), ere (1611). 

P. .518, 1. 629, she (1591 ), hee (161 1 ). • 

r. 519, 1. 648, at (m 1611), oinitteif by 1.591. 

P.519,1 lM,gentrte This word must be 

pionouiiced as three syllables (Totid). I'crlmiis 
SiHmser wn)t<> gentene. 

P, 519, 1. 735, loUufuU (1.591), ’i slothefutl (Col- 
li< r). 

P, 519, 1. 836, kindle. »he 4to. 1591 and the fol. 
16 1 1 rosed iindly. 

P. ,522, 1. 997, whether. The 4to. 1591 has whi- 

P. .522, 1. 1012, slopt. The 4to 1591 and fol. 1611 
li.'ivc slept. 

P. .522, 1. 1019, whither. The 4to. 1591 reads 
n ht'Uiet. •* 

P. 524 1. 1245, staCd (1591), staWd (1611). 

THE BUINES OF HOME. 

P.526 1. 21, JfrtiMolw. The 4Uj 1.591 luis J/flTM- 
^*^P^f)26, 1* 48, The Giants old (1611), the old Giants 
^'p. 527, polaces. The line is defects e; 

1. 210, MOW (1611). Omitted bythc4to. 

P. 529, 1. 219, ornaments. The 4to. has 
ment. 


P. .5.38, st. 2, 1. 9, (hi. The 4to. 1591 reads one. 

P. 538, Bt. 2, 1. 9, Afrike golds, ‘1 Afriiei gold. 

1^.539, Bt. 9, 1. 1, astSlied. 2’!ic 410. 1.591 lUiids 
astoined. 

• The following is an earlier version c)r ‘ 'J’he Vi- 
sions of liellaj ,’ which is found in the ‘ Tiik v’J’kI'. 
wn Woui.Dl.lNUH.’ ‘A Theatre wherein be repie- 
siiiktl as tcel the miseiies and calamities that foltoic 
the voluptuous Worldlings, As also the gi eate foyes and 
plrsnres which (he faith f ml do enjoy. An Aiijunient 
IhUIi prqfifahle and defatalde, to alt that snicerelu 
foie the word of God. J tensed by S. lohn vander 
A'oodt, .Set lie and ulloiced according to the order ap- 
pointed. Imprinted at iMiidon by Henry ilgiineman. 
Anno Domini. 1669.’ 8vo. Then follow two ))Bges 
of Latin verbos — ‘ In commendatioiicm opens ah 
Nobihss. et virtiitiH Studiosissimo Domino, loniine 
vander Nwidt Patricio Antii^iensi .editi. Car- 
men.’ mid ‘Doctor Gerardus Goossciiins Mediens, 
Physieus, et I’oeta Brabant, inotler. in Zoihim 
Octasticlion.’ And a Dedication to (j. Elizulieth, 
dated ‘ At London your Ma 3 cstics Citie and seatc 
rojal. The 25. of May. 1669.’ and signed, ‘Your 
Maicsties most humble servant, lean vander Noadt* 

Next oomc Spenser’s six ‘Visions of Petrarch’ 
(railed Epigrams), witlifour additional lines at tiic 
end, and then follow the i-emaining poems, entitled 
‘ Sonets,’ with descriptive woodcute. 

Then follow 107 leaves of Prose, entitlwl ‘ A 
briefe declaration of the Anthonr upon his visions, 
taken qjit of the holy scriptures, and dyvers Ora- 
tors, Poetes, Flulosopliers, and true histones. 
Translated out of French into Eftglishe by Theo- 
dore Rocst.’ The following is an extract. ‘ And 
to Bctte the vonitie undinconstonole of worldly and 
transitorie thyngs, the livelier before your eyes, I 
I have broughte in here tiMntte sightes or vystons, and 
caused them to be graven, to the ende alnien may sec 
that ivith their eyes, whiche I goubouteto expresse 
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by writing, to the delight and plesnrc of the eye 
and cares, according unto the saying of Horace. 

Omne tulit punctam, qui misenit utile dulci. 
That is to say, 

He that teacheth pleasantly and well, 

Doth in cche poynt all others excell. 

Of which ourc visions the learned Pocte M. Pran- 
ciace Fetrarcho Gentleman of Florence, did invent 
and write in Tuscan the »uo firste, after snehe tyine 
os Aee liad loved honestly the s^^e of .xxi. ycares 
a fairc, gracious, and a noble Dnmosell, named 
Laiirctto, or (as it plcacd him best) Laura, borne of 
Aviiiiuii, who afterward hapned to die, he being in 
Italy, for whose death (to shewn lus great gnef) he 
mourned ten yearns together, and amongest many 
of lus songs and soiowfull lamentations, devised 
and made a Ballade or song, contninyng the aayd 
eisions, which bicauso thw' serve wel to our pur- 
pose, / hare out of the ItrabaiUt fpeecAe* turned them 
into the EngUshe tongue' fol. 13. • 

* The other ten vixiont next ensuing, ar described 
of one loachim du Bellay, Gentleman of France, 
thewhiche also, blcnnse they serve to our purpose, 
1 have translated theni out of DuJUh into English' 
fol. U. • 

SONETS.* 

IT was the time when rest the gift of Gods 
Sweetely sliding into the eyes of men. 

Doth drowne in the forgetfuluessu ol slo^ie, 

The carefiill travailes of ^e painefull day : ^ 

Then did a ghost appeare before mine eyas 
On that great rivers banke that runnes by Home, 
And colhng me then by my propre name, • 

He bade me npwardo unto heaven looke. 

He cride to me, and loc (quod he) bcholde. 

What under this great Temple is coiitaiiidu, 

Loe all is nought but flyin|^ \aniliG. 

So 1 knowing the worldes unstedfastneKse, 

Bith oiiely God surmonntes the force of ty 
In God alone do stay my confldence. 

On hill, a frame an hundred cubites hie 
I sawe, an hundred pillers eke aliont. 

All of flue Diamant decking the front, 

And fashiond wcrqithcy all in Dorike wise. 

Of bricke, ne 3'et of marble was the wall. 

But shining Christall, which from top to liasc 
Out of deepe vaute Hirow forth a thousand rayes 
Upon an hundred sC^ of purest golde. 

Golde was the parget : and the aielyng eke 
Did shine all scaly with flne golden plates. 

The floor was Jaspis, and of Emeraude. 

O worldes vainenesse. A sodein earthquake loe. 
Shaking the hill even from the hottome deepe, 
l^rewe downe this building to the lowest stone. 

• 

Then did appeare to me a sharped spire 
Of diamant, ten fcote echo way in sqiiar^ 

Jnstly proportionde up unto his height, • 

So hie as moug)^ an Archer itsache with sight. 

Upon the top tuerof was set a pot 

Made of the mettall that we honour most. 

And in this golden vessell couched were 
The ashes of a mightie Egiiieronr. 


* Or * Thu Visions of Belluy.' 


Upon foure corners of the base there lay 
To beare the frame, foure great Lions of golde. 

A worthic toinbe for such a worthie corps. 

Alas, nought in this worlde but griefe endures. 

A sodaine tempest from the heaven, I saw. 

With liushc ['/fioshc] stroke downe this noble 
monument. 

I sow raisde up on pillers of Ivorie, ^ 

Whereof the buses were of richest guide, 

The dwpters Alabaster, Christall frisns. 

The double front of a triumphull orkc. 

Ourschc side portraidc was a victonc. 

With golden wings in hubite of a Nymph. 

And set on hie upon triumphing chaire, 

The anncieut glorie of the Bomnne lordes. 

The worke did shew it sclfc not wrought by man, 
But rather mode by his owne skilfiill haude 
That forgeth thunder dartes for Jove his siror' ' 

Let me no more see faire thing under heauen, 

Kith I have scene so faire a thing aa this, 

With aodamq foiling bniken all to dust. 

Then I l)chcl(i' the faire Dodonian tree, 

Upon bcveu hilles throw forth his gladsome sliodu, 
And Conqnerora bedecked with his leaves 
Along the bnnkes of the Italimi streame. , ‘ 

There many anncieut 'lYophees were erect. 

Many a spoile, uud'many goodly signes. 

To shewc thf grentnesse of the stately race, 

Tliut erst descended from the Trojan blond. 
Ravisht 1 was to sec so rare a thing. 

When barbarous villalnes in disordrod bcnjic, 
Outraged the honAir of these noble bow os. 

I heanle the trunke to grone under the wedge. 

And since I saw the roote in hie disdaint* 

Seude forth againe a twinue of forked trees. 

I snw the birdc that dares Ixiholdc the Suimc, 

With feiTolc flight venture to mount to heaven. 

By more and more she gun to trust hir wings, 

Still fnlowing th’ example of hir d.minic : 

I saw hir rise, and with a larger flight 
Surmount the toppes even of the hiest hilles. 

And pierce the cloudos, and with hir wings to 
reachc 

The place where is the tCinpIe of the Gods, 

There was idie lost, and sodenly 1 saw 

Wliore tombling through the aire in lompe of fire. 

All flamifig downe she fell upon the plainc. 

I saw hir bodie turned all to dust. 

And saw the foule that shuuneR the cbcrcfull light 
Out ^ hir ashes os a worme arise. 

•• 

Then all astonned with this nightly ghost, 

1 saw an hideous Ixidy big and strong. 

Long was his beard, and side did hang his hair, 

A grisly forehed and Saturneliko face. 

Ixuming against tlic belly of u pot 
He shed a water, wlose ont^iishing streame 
Ran flowing all along the creckie slioarc 
Where once the Troyan Duke with Tnrnns fought. 
And at his feete a bitch Wolfe did give sucke 
To two yong babes. In his right hand he Isire 
The tree of peace, in left the conquering Palme, 
His head was garnlsht -with the Lanrol bow. 

Then sodenly the Palme and Olivo fell, 

And faire greonl Laurel witherd up and dldp. 
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Hard by a riven side, a walling Nlmphe, 

Folding hir armes with thonsand sighs to heaven. 
Hid tune hlr plaint to falling rivers sound, 

Renting hir fairo visage and golden hoirc, 

VIhisn is (qnod she) this whilome honored face ? 
Where is thy glory and the auncient praise. 

Where all worldes hap was reposed. 

When erst of Ck)ds and man 1 worshlpt was ? 

Aina, sufflsde it not that civile bate 
Miule me the spoilc and bootle of the Avorld,# 

Hnt this new Hydni mete to be aasnildo 
Kvcn by an hundred such as Hercules, • 

With seven springing heds^f monstrous nrimca. 

So many Neroes and Callgnlaos 

Must still bring forth to rule this crokcd shore. 

Upon a hill I saw a kindled flame, 
lUoiiTiQng like waves with triple point to heaven, 
Which of incense of precious Coder tree 
With Balmelike odor did perfume the aire. 

A bird oil white, well fetheid on hir v4nges 
Hereout did flie up to the throne of Gods, 

And singing with most plcsant melodle 
She climbed up to heaven in the smoke. 

01 till; faire fire the fgire dispersed ra3'ca 
Throw frutli abrode a thonsaiid shining Icnmcs, 
When sodain drojipmg of a golden shoure 
Giin (quench the glystenng fla%ic. , O grevons 
channgc I 

Hint which erstwhile so plca-^annt scent did yoldc. 
Of Hulphure now did bmithu corrupted smel. 

T saw u frehh spring rise out of Awoke, 

Olcre as Christall against the Sunny bcutncs, 

'J’lin bottoiiip yellow like the shining laud. 

That golden Poctol drives upon the plainc. 

It seemid that ortu and nature strived to joyne 
There iu one place all pleasures of the eyc« 

There was to heare a noise oUnring ^epe 
Of many occordes more sweto than Mermaids 
song. 

The seates and benches shone as Ivorie, 

An hundred Nymphes sate side by side about. 

When from nio hilles a naked rout of Faunes 
With hideous cry aasemblgl on the place, 

Which with their feete uncleane the water fouled. 
I'lirow down the seats, and droue the Niniphs to 
flight. ^ 

At lengtli, even at tlie time when Morpheus 
Most trnely doth appeare unto our eyes, 

Wearie to see th’ inconstance of the heavens 
I saw the great Typhonis sister come, • 

Hir head full liravriy with a morion armed, 

111 mujestie she seemde to mulche the Gods. 

And on the shore, harde by a violent streuinc. 

She raisde a Trophee over all the worldc. 

An bni.drad vanqnlsbt kings miude at liir feete. 
Their armes in shnmofull wfte bounde at their 
bockes. 

WhUe I was with so dreodfull sight afrayde, 

1 saw the heavens warre against hir tho, 

And seing hir strlken fall with clap of thunder. 
With BO great noyse I start in sodaihe wonder. 

The sixth, eighth, thirteenth, and fourteenth 
* Visions of Bellay,’ which are in Siienser s transla- 
tion of 1591, ore not in the ‘ Theatre for World- 


llngB blit four others aresiibsidtuted, of which the 
writer thus speaks : ‘ And to the ende we myght 
speake more at large of the thing, 1 have taken 
/oure vuions out of the rereIntiOM o/S. John, where 
OR the Holy Ghost by 8. John setteth him (Anti- 
christ) out in his colours.’ Fol. 20, 

r saw an ugly lieast come from the sea, 

Thot seven heads, K*n cmnnes, ten homes did lielfre, 
Having theron the vile blnsphemlng name. 

The criiell Leopard she resembled much : 

Feete of n beure, a Lions throte she had. 

The mightio Dragon gave to hir his jiower. 

One of hir heads yet there 1 did esple, 

Sbll freshly bleeding of a grievous woiinde. 

One cride aloude. What one is like (qnod he) 

This honoured Dragon, op may him wltlistande ? 
And then came from the sea a savage beast, 

With Drains speche, and shewde bis force by fire, 
With wondrous signes to make all wights adore 
The beast, in setting of hir image up. 

I saw a Woman sitting on a^ost 
Before mine eyc^s, of Orenge colour how : 

Horronr and dreodfull name of blaaphemie 
Filde hir with pride. And seven heads I saw. 

Ten homes also the stately beast did bearc. 

Slio seemde with glone of the scarlet foire. 

And with line perle ond golde puft up in heart. 
'J'hiPwine of hooredomc it a cup she bare. 

The name of Mystcric writ in hir fm-e ; 

^'he blond of Martyrs dei-o were hir dchti'. 

Must fierce and fell this woman secnidi* to me. 

An Angell then descending downe from Heaven, 
Wltli thondring voice eride out aloude, and sayd, 
Now for a truth gmat Babylon is fallen. 

• 

Then might I sec upon a white horse set 
The faithfiill man with flaming cnautonaunce. 

His head did shine with crouues set thenipon. 

The wonlc of God made him a noble name. 

His precious robe I saw embmed with bloud. 

Then saw I from the heaven on hoiscs white, 

A puissant urmie come the selfe same way. 

Then cried a shming Angell as me thought, 

Tliut blrdes from aire descending downe on earth 
Sliould wurre upon the kings, and eate their flesh. 
Tlieu did I see the beast and liings also 
Jolnyng their force to slca the faithfuU man. 

But this fierce hatefiill beast and all hir tmiiie 
Is pitilessc tlirownc downe in pit of lire. 

I saw new Earth, new Heaven, sayde Saint John. 
And loc, the sen (quod he) la now no more. 

I'he holy Citie of 4he Lorde, from hye 
Descendeth ganiisht os a loved spouse. 

A voice then sayde, beholde tho bright abode 
Of Godsiftd men. For he shall be their God, 

And all their tearea he shall wipe clcanc away. 

Hir brightucsse greater was tluin dim be founde. 
Square was this Citie, and twelve gates It had. 

Echo gate was of on orient perfect pcarle. 

The houses golde, tho pavement precious stone. 

A lively streame, more cleeire than Christall is, 
Ronne through the mid, qirong from triumphant 
scat. 

There giuwea Ufea f mite onto the Ghumhea 9004 
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APPENDIX J. 


THE VISIONS OP PETRARCH. 

P. 541, st.l, 1.,'), mote (15i)l), (Theatre for 

Worldlings). 

P. .')41, Bt. 1, 1. f>. tJtat (l.'iDl), tins (T. for W.). 

P. 541, at. 2, 1. 1!), show (IflSIl), shew (T. for W.). 
r. 541, St. 2, 11. 2‘J— 28. In the T. for W. thchc 
lines arc ns follows: — 

• Stroke on a rock, that underwater lay. 

O great misforttine, O great grief e, I say. 

Thus ih one moment to see lost and droiende 
So great riches, as lyke can not befounde. 
r. 541, St. 1. 2!», The 11581), Then (T. for W.). 
P. .')41, ht. .5. 1. :iu, the (15!»1). a (T. for W.). 

P. 541, ■>t. d. 1. .11, Amidst (1581), AmiUde (T. 
for W.). 

P. 541, at. .‘5, 1. 15, Tl^at with, &c. (1591), My 
spritei were rarisht with these pleasures there (T. 
for W.). * 

P. 541, St. 4. 1. 4:i, a (1581), the (T. for W.). 

P. .'141, St. 4, 1.48, To the soft (1581), I nto the 
gentle (T. for W.) 

P. 5(1, st. 4, 1. 50, That mvglailheait,&LC.(W.i\), 
The sight wherof dml^iake my heaH rejoyee (T. for 
W.). 

P.541, Bt4, 1. 51, Hut, while herein, (1.581), 
Hut while / toke herein, &c. (T, for AV.). 

P. 541, St. 4, 11. 55, 5(j, arc omitU'tl liy T. for W. 
P. .'141, St. 5, 1. «,1, at last (1581), at length (T. 
forAV.) - 

P. 541, at. 5, 11. (18— -70, ThoM* three lines are not 
iu T. for W. but instead we have the following 
concluding line : — t'or pdie and lore my heart ye$ 
liurnes tn jiaine. 

P. 541, at. 6, 1. 72, thinking yet (1581), tn think- 
ing (T. for W.) 

P. 541, at. C, 1. 81, on (1591), in (T. for AV.). 
P.541, at, 6, 1.82, aniT snri'owfiil annoy (1591), 
Thed dothe our hearts anow (T. for AV.). 

P. 541, at. C, 11. 88, 84, are omitted by T. for AV. 
P. .542, at. 7. This stanza doua not occur in T 
for AV., but the four following hues arc .added to 
the Epigrams : — 

My Song thus now in thy Conclusions, 

Say boldly that£iese same six visions 
/to yelde unto my lorde a sweete i egiiest. 

Ere it be long ii ithm the earth to rest. 

P. 542, at. 7, 1. behold. Ttie 4to. 1591 reads 
Mieia. • 

DAPIINAIDA. 

r. .54.*), 1. 79, imputed, unplaineil (1591). .Sonic 
mrsl. editions reail unpitud and unplained. 

P. 544, 11. 1.59, ICO, fro (1591), from (ICIl). 
r. 547, 1. 891, till (1590), tell (1.581). 

P. 547, 1. 478, starves (1591), slatie (1.5!M5). 

P. 048, 1. 487, deipe (1591), ddre (1.59(i). 

COLIN CLOUTS (’0MB HOME AOAINE. 

P. .549, 1. 1, knowen. Th64tu. 1595 re&ffX/ioirne. 
P. 5./0, 1. 40, alarums bright, i. o. gtonous bright 
one (1585). Some mod. editions reiul glory bright. \ 
P. .5.50, 1. 88, lasse (ICll), losse (108.5^. | 

P. .560, 1. 91, chose (1595), clioose (lull ). 

P. 551, 1. 108, nngults 4I6II), singulfs (1.596.) 

* P. .5.52, 1. S16, bordrctgs, TIm 4to. 1595 reada 
bodrags. 

P. .559. 1. :i82, there is CoryUg/ih The 4to. 1695 
r«adB there ts a Ooryikm. 


P. 5.54, 1. 487, Urania. The cd. 1595 readi 
Uriana. 

r. 555, 1. 600, clusters. The 4to. 1595 reads gluders. 
P. 5.55, 1. 001, braunches (suggested by Collier). 
The 4to. 1595 has bunches. 

r. 550, 1. 070, durst. The od. 1595 hoa darest. 

V. .5.5H. 1. 757. fare (1611), far (1695). , 

P. 500, 1. 702, droimded (159.5), droicned (Util). 

P. 557, 1. 800, her (referring to earth). Some 
edition read their. 

P. .557, 1. 8(>1, hfe-gtving. All old editions read 
liifigiriug. 

P. .5.58, 1. 884, the creatures (lUll). Ed. 1.585 baa 
their 1 1 ealtires. Collicrnuggests these. 

ASTROPHEL. 

P. .5.59, 1.‘22, andweetingty C^b9^^) ? unweetiffpln. 

P. .500, 1. .50, often (1011), v.ft (1.595). Did Spen- 
ser intend to \mte o/t had sighetl ? 

1*. .500, 1. 5:*., «<7A/‘i.e. sighed (1.596), sigh't (1011). 
1*. .5(i0, 1. 89. needeth (1011), need (1695). 

P. .501, 1. 149, beare (1595), biere (1011). 

THK DOLEFIILL LAY OP CLORINDA. 

P. .502, 1. 85, him did see (Mil), him see (1595). 

1*. 502, 1. .50, fro me (1011), me fro (1.59.>>. 

9’ HE MO^Ull^lfNU MUSE OF TIIESTYLIS. 

F. .50.!, 1. 20, thy irejut. All old editions rend 
tlwir ireful. 

V. 1. 34, Seyne. The old editions reiul Iteime. 
F. 500, 1. 193. f/o thee tel fall. Some editions 
read to let thee full. 

A PASTOBALL AKOLOOUE. 

P. 500, 1. 29, testified. Ed. 1595 has test fled, 

P. .50(^ 1. 41 , hard (1.595), sad (161 1 >. 

• EN BLEGIE. 

P. 508, 1. !t, glasse. Tlie ed. 158.5 reads grasse. 
r. .508, 1. Pi. night (1011), might (1.585). 

P. .508, 1. 108, nerer (1011), rrer (i.5'l,5). 

P..508, 1. 1:!4, Astrophtll. The original has 
tiophrill. 

.509. 1. 1.50, To shoJl-ltnle (1585). Some edi- 
tions read The shorl-hvde. 

1 .5«'>, 1 . 1 .-,5 . nor ( 1 58.5) , or (1011). 

P. .'M.8,*l. 177, do (1.595). doth (1011). 

P..570, 1. 181, This word 09) \), /Its ipord (\ri9r,). 
P. .570, 1. 20(», of each ktnde (1011 ), of kinde (1.59.5). 
P. 570, 1. 2;!4, discolior (1011), diseoflots (1595). 

AN EPITAPH (IJ.). 

P. 571, 1. 25, pmalhds (101 1), parables (1.59.5). 

P. .572, 1. 38, Co, seeke 0011), Co, seekes (1.585). 

SONNETS. 

P. .574, st. 10, 1. ?, caplire. Ed. 1585 rcwls cop- 
tires 

P. 574, St. 11, 1. 8, wipUtied. Ed. 1596 reads n/>- ' 
pitfeid. 

P. 675, at. 15, 1. 3, treasure. Ed. 1695 reads 
treasures. 

P. 676, at. 21 , 1. 6, love. Ed. 1696 reada loves. 

P. 676, Bt. 26j 1. 4, braunche m. The ed. of 1695 
reads braunches. 

F. 676, Bt. 26, 1. 6, rough read tough (1696). 
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P. 678, St. 33, 1. 11, Sms (1595), Sit/i (Ifill). 

P. 578. st. 35. This stanza is repeated m ed. 
1595, and comes lietwccn stanzas 82 and 83. 3'hcre 
Is a diilcrent reading in 1. 5, it Is lusemg tt in our 
text, Imt seemg tlie omitted version. 

P. 580, St. 47. 1. 11, //«• (15».>), tJmr (1(511). 

P. 580, st. 50, 1. 9, first (159.'i). Some copies read 
for. 

P. 5H0, st. 53, 1. G, semblant (1597), setiMance 
(1(511). - 

V. 581, st. 55, 1. 12, mi/id (1595). Somd editions 
read tuve. • 

■ P. 581, st. 57, 1. 10, Ih^e 'iVme. 

P. 581, st. 58, 1. 1. liy her. Some editors pro- 
IMW‘ to read y’o but yij/=eoiieerniiiK. 

V. .581. bt. 58, 1. 8, qlorus (1595). Some etlitions 
(as IGll) read glonom. 

1^583, st. 71, 1. 9, iAove. Ed. 1595 reads aAotd. 
Did Spenser wiite 

/lilt iis your vorke is all abouf yioore ? 

T*. 585, st. 82, 1. 2, placed. Ed 1^9.5 h.'is plac'd. 

P. .'iRG, at. 87, 1. 9, the tdeea (IGll), th' ida-a, 
(l.'i9.j). • 

P. 580, st. 88, 1. 3, ivi»r. The ed. 1.595 reads 
n»r. - 

• EinTHALinON. 


P. .598, 1. 195, no love (1.596), not lace (Collier). 

r. 598, 1. 222, to his fancies (1596), ? of hisjan- 
cies. 

AN IIYMNli OK IIEAVKNTJK 1.0VK. 

P. .599, 1. .53, in poicf'e (1.596), eypoHiif' (Collier). 

P. (H8), 1. 72, still to (1.596). Collier reails 
unto them. 

P. 600, 1. 158, launching (1596). Some iu',^lern 
editions read launeing. 

P. 601, J. 179. of us (1.590), /o/ us (Collier). 

P. 601, 1. 188, us so (159(i), iras so (Collier). 

P. (>0l, 1 9.5. Jiren he himselje. Ed. 1596 Ima TU cn 
hnnseffe. In 1611 it is Sven hee hnnself. 

P. 601, 1. 2.18, of great (1596), hy great (Collier). 

P. 602, 1. 266, to thee (1.596), /or thee (161 1 ). 

JlYMNE OK lIlJL VENUE BKAUTIE. 

P. 60% 1. 121, Suns bright beanies (1596), Sun- 
brujht beauus (1611). 

P. 604, 1. 165, And dampish aire. Ed. 1596 reails 
The dark and ilainpish att'e. 

P.604, 1. 170, more bi'ight (in 1611), is omitti'd 
by 1.596. • 

1\ (>05, 1. 270, to panic (1596), a pame (1611). 

P. 605, 1. 294, on matter (1611), no matter (1596). 


P. .587, 1. 2, me (159.5). Sojpe editions ivuxl the. 

P. .587, 1. 13, gii lands TlKaed.«169.5 resuls //<r- 
laud, 

P. .588, 1. 67, doie (so ed. 1595), but read dmewa 
buggtisted by Professor Child. 

1*. 588, 1. 92, drntines. All^hc old editions rcj^ 
df came. 

P. .589, 1. 190, mazefull. The ed. 1.59.5 has ma:e- 
full, but amazefull is suggested by Professor Child. 

P. 589, 1. 208, receyve. Ed. 1595 has recpve. 

P. 590, 1. 290, nights sad dread (1611), nights 
diead (1.595). • 

P .590, 1. :141. Mnde. The ed.d. 59-5 reads Pow A e. 

P. .591, 1.3.59, your beii (1.59.5). Some juoderji 
eopics real the bed. 

P. 591, 1. 379, ivoof. The ed. 1.595 has irolt. 

P. 591, 1. 385, thy mil (1611), they unit (159.5). 

D^^SINES. 

AN IIIAINK OK JiUVE. 

P. .593, 1. 69, make (1596), made (lOy). 

P. 593, 1. 83, hated /ure. I'ld. 1590 has hate fyre. 

P. 594, 1. 122, mth. Wartoii projwaiil to read 
from. 

P. 594, 1. 1.50, Since (15.96). fJomc lunj. copies 
reiul Suh. * 

P. 594, 1. 161, doeA (1696). Some mod. copii-s 
n*Hd ilcdh. 

p. 595, 1. 227, hath eyde (1590). fioiiie copies 
read liiul eyde. 

AN I1Y.\INK Ol^ni'lAU'nE. 

P. .596, I. 6, doest (1596). Some mod. editions 
r« :wi doth. 

P. .596, 1. 47, clotheth it '(1596). Collier reads 
elutes it. 

V. .596, 1. 83, ofl-ltmes. Eil. 1.596 has of times. 

1\ 597, L 147, Petform'd. The ed. 1590 reads 
diform'd. • 

P. 697, 1. 1.58, mil ?evtll. 

P. 597, 1. 171, affections (1596), ? affectum. 


I PIIOTIIALAMION. 

P. 605, 1. 5, tehoin ( 1 596). Some eopias read trhose, 
*1*. 600, 1. 117, Vet (Mil), Teat (1596). 

I SONNETS WRITTEN BY SPENSER. 

j I. Thib ts taken from ‘ Soure iMters, and Certaine 
Sonnets : Uspecially touching Kobert (Ireeue, and other 
parties, by him abused: Sac. London. 4to. : Jni- 
pnnted by John IVolJe^ 592.’ 

II. 3’hi8 lb prelixotr to ‘ Acnnio, ()r a Treatise of 
Nobility, &c. Written in Italian by that famous 
JhKtor and worthii Knight, Sir John liaptista Nenna 
of Hat i. Done into Kngtish by William Jones, Gent., 
4to. 1.59.5.’ 

III. Prefixed to the ‘ Histone of George Castriot, 
tm named Scanderbeg, King of Atbanie: Ctmtatning 

; hit famous actes, &c. Newty lyfiHslaled out of French 
into Knglish by X. J., Gentleman, /mprinted for W. 
tPnsoiibu, 1596,’ fol. Then* is a copy of this work 
j in the I’Miilleian Library. AA. 37. Art. Seld. 

IV. Prefixed to ‘ The CoMmonwallh and Govetm- 
j ment of Venice. Wntten by the Vardinall Gasper 
I Contaieno, awl translated out of Italian into English 
j by Li'icis IwwkcHor, Ksumre. London. Imprinted 
\ by John Wuulet for Edmund Mattes, &o., 1599,’ 4to. 

A VIEW OP TUB PRESENT STATE OP* 
• IRELAND.* 

P. 610, col. 2, 1. 17, entred (22), enured (19). 
P.«6I0, col. 2, 1. .3 from Ixittom, Breaghe (22), 
triach (19). 

P. 611. col. 1, 1. .39, sut'e (22hfaire (19). 

P. 61 1, eol. 2, 1. 10, forestald (2’J),forestated (19 
and 73). 

P. 61 1, col. 2, 11. 32, 33, Tanistih (22), Tantst (19). 
P. 612, col. 1, 1. 3U,%nnotKif<on (l9),tnva«ion(73). 


* 22=AddltionBl MS. 22022. l9=Harl. MS. 
1932. 73=Harl. MS. 7388. W.:^WfKro’BT^ 
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F. 612, col. 2, 1. 19, voayvtd (78), vtayed^ vtaied 
(19 and 22). 

P. 612, col. 2, 1. 41, of a King (22), ‘Of a Kluge, 
which ty tie was gyvon by the Yrish rather fora 
more greater honour of their couiitrey then for any 
gratification or addition of power to the kynge, 
who was before Lonl of Yreland ; whicli tj tie did not 
import the absolute soveraigne command of a lord 
seignrur over his subjects as over ^ls va'Siilles ; for 
all other alisolutc power of principalitu> he had iii 
himself before deryved from manic former kinges,* 
&c. 

P. f.l3, rol. 1, 1. ir>, heepe (22), phirJlc (19). 

P. 618. col. 2, 1. 9 from bottom, lean'etike (19), 
wteked (22). 

P. C14, col. 2, 1. 1 r», enured (73), enlreil (22 and 19). 

P. 615, col. 1, 11. 11, 12, Culvers^ Afointerolm, 
Oroirle. SIS. 22 omits Cult'fm and Mointerolui ; 19 
reads Ouivet's, Moneroo (73 Afoneroe)^ on^ Ourkes 
(Orourckx 73). 

P. 615, col. 1, 11. 14, 1,'i, Glaunmaleerih, Shillelah, 
Bruletagh, 1‘clmoute. MS. 19 has Glaunialor (73 
Olamalour), S/u/lefagh tuiil BritklagA. Pohnontei% 
inserted from Wave s tex:*. 

P. 61.'}, col. 1, 1. 11 from bottom, the Karle of 
Ulster. Ware's text has (he Earle of, which is 
omitted in the Brit. Mns. MSS. For Ulster, 19 
reads IjOCu:. 

P. 61.'!, col. 2, 1. 2, builded . . . Tomond (22), 
repaired . . . Thomond (19). 

P. 615, col. 2, 1. 17 from ^^<lttom, Clitrifoit (\^^, 
Clarfforte (7.1), Clanford (Ware). Oimttcil by 22. 

P. 61.5, col. 2, 1. 15 from Iwittom, J/ounie and 
Jintteeant (il)). Omitted bj 22. 

P, 61.“}, col. 2, 1. 3 from Ixittom, remember (22), 
reade (19). 

P. 616, col. 1, 1. 14 frciiit bottom, huit (22), 
scathe (19). ^ 

P. 616, col. 2, 1. 1, Donhice (Ware), /low/oce (19). 
Omitted Ijy 22. 

P. hlO, col. 2, 1. 3, Belfast (1.9). Omitted by 22. 

P. 616, col. 2, 1. 12, en lianagh. Omitted by 22 ; 
inserted from 19. 

P. 616, col 2, 1. 14, Belfast . . . Newton. Omltteii 
by 22 ; inserted from J 9. 

P. 616, col. 2. 1. 2-'n ta theArdes. Omitted by 22 ; 
inserted from Ware : 19 reads at the AnUs, 73 tn 
Ardes. 

1’, 616, col. 2, 1. 29, Klremm^ham (22). lUvimug- 
hain(Vd). 

P. 616, col. 2, 1. 35, to breathe or (22), to staienor 
(19). 

P. 616, col. 2, 11. 47-56, and left . . . warres, in 
22, 19, and 73, bnt omitted by Ware. , 

• P. 617, coL 1, 1 . 18 train bottom, Gerald (22), 
Garrett (19 and 7.9). « 

P.617, col. 2, 1.6, bluster (22), blatter (19, and 
(iTare). 

P. 617, col. 2, 1. 20 from bottom, leis (2SJb Letx 
(19). 

P. 617, col. 2, 1W6 from bottom, tireyleijs (73), 
Orelies (19). 

P. 617, col. 2, 11. 12-9 from bottom. All this . . . 
kindle (22), All thes. whwhyehare named aadmanie 
tnoe besides often tymes have^I right well Inowen to 
kyndle (19>. 

P. 618, col. 2, 11. 18-22, to keeps . . . provision 
(19). Omitted by 22, and Ware. 


F. 619, col. 2, 1. 17 from tho bottom, leave (22) 
dryee (19). 

P. 619, col. 2, 1. 10 from bottom, garrans (19), 
gen'ans (22), garrandes (73). 

P. 620, eol. 2, 1. .3, irliirh purposely therfore is 
apjmfnted (22), nhirh is piirposelie appoint^ there- 
unto (M\). . 

P. 620, eol. 2, 1.18 from bottom, attaynted .. . 
void (22). Ware and MBS. 19 and 73 omit AafA 
heene made rovd; and fur attaynted. Ware anu 19 
read eontrhfned. 

P. ‘*<20. col. 2, 1. 16 fi-om bottom, ir-ronge (19), 
wrought (22). 

P. 621, eol. 2, 1. 1"» from bottom, Palentine (22), 
Palahfne (19), J\illantyne (73). 

P. 623, col. 2. 11. 4, :t from bottom, Cuddeehih. 
Cosshtrh ((22), Cuddle, Cossherie (19), Shragh and 
Borelum (73 Slragh and /Irehim) ara omitted in '32. 

P. 624, col. 1, 11. 3, 4, saying eomnumly (22), ' 
foi' their cotnmoH saytnge is (19). 

P. 624, col.ol. 1. 29. Ktn-cogish (22), Kineon- 
glishe (19), Ktiigongish (73) 

P. 624, col. h 11. 4, 3 from bottom, ineliisire . . . 
hint (19). Omitted by 22. 

P. 624, col. 2, 1. 21 from tottom, Cogish (22), 
Congish (73). 

F. 624, col. 2, 1. 22 from bottom, followetd (19), 
fellowes (22). ^ 

P. 625, col. 1, 1 . 26, I suppose to be Scythians 
which at. Sic. In Ware’s text we have the following 
Ittih'jiiges (omitted in all the Brit. Mns. MSS.), which, 
however, is directed he croRsiMl out as being then 
r. freenbte to the lest ISlS. cojiy ; which posssigu is also 
oiijittod in the AiS. of this ‘ View ’ belonging to the 
^larqnis of Btalford (Todd) : - 

Kinlojr. Ilow commeth it then to passe, that the 
Irish doe derive themselves from Gatheliu the 
Bjmniard ? 

Iren. Tliey doe. indeed, hut (I conceive) ivithont 
any gtxjd g^rounu. Fi r if there were any such 
notable transmission of a colony hotber out of 
Spaiiie, or any such famous conquest of this king- 
dome by Gatlielus, a Bpanliird, as they would falnc 
lielieve, it is not unlikely, hut the very Chronicles 
of Spaine (liad SjHilnc tlieii txicne in so high regard 
os they now have it) wouifl not have omitted so 
roemorahlo a thing as the subduing of so noblt* a 
reulnie to the Spaniard, no more than they doe now 
neglect to ifjeniorizc their conquest of the Indians, 
siMHually ill those times, in which the same was 
supposed, Iieing nearer unto the flourishing age of 
leaniing and writers under tho Homans. But tlio 
Irish doit het'rein no otherwise then our vniiic 
Knglishuien doe in the Talc of Brutus, whom they 
devise to have first conqucreil and inhabited this 
land, it lieing as impossible to prove, that there was 
ever any such Brutus of Albion or England as It is 
that there was any such Uathelus of Bpaiue. But 
surely the Beythions (c.' whom Z earst spoke at, &c.) 

P. 625, col. 1. 1. 37, Scuttenkmd (19), Seutter- 
land (22). 

P. 625, col. 1, 11. 39-45, / wonder ... and (he 
same (in 19 and 73). Omitted by 22. 

P. 02C. col. 1, 11. 21-22, of all which . . . Buck- 
hanan (22). Omitted by W. 

P. 626, col. 1, 1. 43, leave (to all copies) ?leam. 

P. 626, col. 1, ].' 54, antigmiye < 32 ), auneitttlnet 
(19 and 78), 
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P.626, col. 2, 1. Calea (22), Cadiz (lU) ; 1. 43, 
Oaldunum (W.), Galdum (22), Galdumon (1!)). 

P. 626, col. 2, 1. 49, Celties (22), CelUe (19), CelU 
(W.). 

r. 627, col. 1, 1. 38, fiflye {22),fufteetie (19). 

P. 627, col. 1, 1. 44, Sleviuz (22), iSlantut (W.), 
Sian tvs (19). 

P. 627, col. 1, 11. 51-62, Az the Latine proverbe is 
(omitted by 22 ; iu 19 and 73). W. reads ait the 
later proverbe is. 

P. 627, col. 2, 11. 11-14, for being . . . tc^ild (22). 
Omitted by W. « 

P. 628, col. 1, 1. 12, Imbell (22), Elizabeth (W., 
•19 and 73). 

P. 628, col. 1, 1. 23, auncientt'ye (22, 73 and W.), 
auncetlne (19). 

P. 628, col. 2, 11. 17-21, 0 / the lehich . . . o/the 
Oaylfs (19 and 73). Omitt^ by 22 
■ P. 628, col. 2, 1. 37, Gaull (22), Gaules (19), 
Gold (73 and W.). 

P. 629, cdl. 1, 1. 16, Cummut'reeth IVl), Cummer- 
xck (19), Camei'ieke (78). 

P. 629, cul. 2, 1. mnmng (22], fmploying (W. 
and 73), empeopling (19). 

P. 630, col. 1, 1. 30, bolyes (W. and 19), bogges 
(22 and 73). • 

P. 630, col. 1, 1. 53, bolyes (22), boolying (W.), 
Bolltnge (19 and 73). • 

P. 631, col.l, 1. 28. Gaules (22tJid4iV.), Afrieaus 
(1!i and 73). 

P. 631, coJ. 1, 1. 56, besemeth (22), deserve (19). 

P. 031, col. 2, 1.6, eneloseth (22), ensconceth (19). 

P. Oil, cul. 2, 1.14, Ileantoothe (22), JUonashuUi 
(19 and 73), Monushul (W.). 

I’. 632, col. I, 11.42,43, as have . . . that people. 
W. rcudb as have been densed /or that people , 22, 
taken for theyr reformation ; 19, as hare been devised 
for that people; 73, as have been devised jor the iv- 
jvrmattoH of thi people. • 

P. 632, col.l, 11. 26-28, J say .% . to be named 
(22). Omitted by W. 

P. 632, col. 2, 11. 13, 14, Lnunlaider (W.), Lan- 
dargabo (19), Layarngabotce (22). 

P. 632, col. 2, 1. 30, blunt (22), blynde (19 and 

'V ). 

P. 633, col. 1, 1. 1, apimovaunce (22), apparance 
(19). 

P. 633, col. 1, 11. 2, 3, Scxita . . . judgenient (22), 
Scota be like an Egtpttan vord or came ame smack e 
of ante leaminge 01 ' judgement (19). 

P. 633, col. 1, 1. 9, owles or cats eyes (19), an 
oicle or catt-is eyes (22). 

P. 633, col. 1, 1. 15, Ii'uii (W.), English (^J. 

P. 6.{3, col. 1, 1. 17, Farreehs. W. hoa Feiragh; 
22 Farreels; 19 Ferrah; 73 Ferraghe. 

P. 633, col. 2, 1. 50, clashing (19), lashing (22). 

P. 634, col. 1, 1. 1, joining (19), couiinuig (22). 

P. 6 M, col.l, 1. 85, oaUi (19), ireaUh (22). 

1*. 6.'M, col. 2, 1.31, Lycanihrcpia (W.), Ihcan- 
thropia (22). 

P, 63.'i, col. 1, I. 44, shavtnge (1.9), sheunng (22). 

p. 036, col. 2, 11, 47, 48, an other huge . . . upon 
them (22), and through other huge calamities which 
came upon them (19). 

P. 637, col. 2, 11. 25, 26, lleman, Shenan, Maii- 
gan (22), Jleenun. Shenan^ Mangan (W). 

V. 637, col. 2, 11. 34-49, of whic/fsorte . . . gude 


* Imsh (22, 19 and 73). Omitted by Wore, whontuteR 
I that tliia passage is in the Lambeth MS., and in the 
MS. belonging to the Marquis of StulTorrl. 

P. 639, col. 2, 1. 24, head (W.), hand (22, 19 
and 73). 

P. 640, col. 2, 11. 4-12, Me thmkes . . . dislike if 
(19 and W.). Omittt-d by 22. 

P. 640, col. 2, 1. 48, TirUeus (W. and 19), TyK 
reus (22). • • 

P. 642, col. 1, 1. 12, Keairooghs (22), Garroires 
(19). 

P. 642, col. 2, 11. 4.>-,>0, by reading ... of folke 
(19), by reading those te/iicli you tail Folkemotes the 
vhich builte by two secera It nations, the one by the 
Saxons, as the uorde signifyet/i in Saxone meeting of 
folke (22). 

P. 643, col. 1, 11. 30-.‘4, asye . . . of stones (19). 
Omitted by 22. 

P. 645#col. 2, 1. 29. to P. 646, col. 1, 1. 41, This 
IS truly . . . way togither (22, 19 and 73). Omitted 
by W. 

P. (>46, cul. I, II. 52, 53, charge therof . . . but 
the ineonvenicnre (19), dutrne therof, nor any defect 
of zeale for reformation h^f, but the tiiconvtntence 
(22). 

P. 640, col. 1, 11. .lO-SS, And this is .. . for ac- 
cursed (omitted by W.). 

P. 649, col. 1, 1. 52, limes not called amisse (19), 
times called banisse (22). 

P. 656, col. 1, 1. 6, Jacques Oejfray (22), fSeguor 
Jefheu (19), Sujmor Jeffrey (W.) 

P. 058, col. 1, 1. 37, Magueeirhe (22), Macgiure 
(73), Macknyt e (19). 

P. 658, col. 2, 1. n, Tyirelaghe O-.Veale (22), 
Tntlagh Levagh (19). Tm tough Onea/e (73). 

1*. 658, col. 2, 1. 11, tideise (22), deruce (19). 

1*. 659, col. 2, 1. ‘IH^Cammerteeig/ie (22), Co- 
niencke (19 and 73). • 

P. 659, col. 2, 11. 52, 5‘!, Jinn tn the JIi itlons 
. . . daike (22), Brin in the Britons language signi- 
Jieth woodte, and Toll htifie (19 and 73). 

P. 659, col. 2, 1. 58, Beurmuid-ne-Galh (22), Det'- 
nionigle (19). 

P. 600, col.l, I. 36, Glan-Maleeirh (22), 67«» 
Ji/a/or(19and W.). , 

P.660, col.l, 1.37, Ballineconih (22), Baffne- 
carre (19). 

P. 660, col. 2, 1. 63, placing (19 and 7‘1), plotting 

( 22 ). • 

P.661, col. 1, 1.48, good spiuUs (22), good es- 
pmalts (19). 

P. 661, col. 1, 1. 51, bayte (22), baygoning (19). 

P.663, col.l, 1.11, unto them . . . where they 
(22), unto them that they shal be brought and re- 
moved with such creete as they have into Ixuister^ • 
where they, Sic. (19]^ 

P.664, col. 1, 11. 52,53, which aniounteth . . . 
acf'es (22). Omitted by W. 

P. 672» %ol. 2, 1. 47, kinde of being hounde (19), 
kinde of living being bound (22). 

P. 675, col. 1, 11. 37, 38, AlloonaglP. . . dogge (22), 
Sascona, that is English (19). 

P. 676, col. 1, 1. 54, ^rke. AU the MSS. agree 
In this reading. Ware h^ speare, but sparke may 
be a provincial form of the O. Eng. sparthe, a 
battle axe. 


ZZ 
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APPENDIX n. 

‘ LETTERS FROM SPENSER (IMMERITO) TO GABRIEL HARVEY. 


TO THE WORSHIPFULL 

HIS VERY SlNCxULAR GOOD FRIEND. 

MAISTER G. H. 

Ffllow op Tiiimtie Hall in CAsmiunoE.* 

Good Master G. I pcrcel\^ by yonr most ourteoua 
aiifl fri'iidly Letters your good will to lie r\o lease in 
deed than I nlwuyoa esteonicNl. In reconipence 
wherof, think I beseech yon, that I wil aparc neither 
speech nor wry ting, nor aught else, wluniaocver, 
nnd wheresoever oocasun shal be offred me : yea, 
I will not stay, till it Ci offred, but will aenke it in 
al that possibly I may. And that you may iMTceive 
how much yonr Counsel in al things prevnilcth 
with me, and how altogither 1 am ruled and over- 
ruled thereby ; I am now detexmmed to alter mine 
owne farmer purpose, ruid to snliacrilic to your ad- 
vizement : being notwithstanding resolved atil, to 
abide 3 our farther rcaolutfon. My principal dot bts 
are these. First, I was minded for a while to have 
intermitted the uttering of my writings : leaate by, 
over-mnch cloying their noble carea, I should gather 
a contempt of myself, or else secinc rather for goine 
and commoditie to doc it, for sonic awcctnesac that 
1 have already tasted. Tlien also, mcaccmeth. the 
work too ba^e for hia ct<x>llcut Lordship, being 
mode iu honour of a private Personage unknow ne. 
wliich of some yl-iviUers might be upbraided not to 
lie so W'orthie, ns yon knowe she is : or the matter 
not HO weightie, that it should be offred to fo 
w’dghtie a Peraouage : or the like. The self e former 
Title still liketh me well ynough, and }onr fine 
Addition no lease. If these, and the like doubtes, 
mayc be of importffhnce in your seeming, to frus- 
trate any parte of your advice. I besccche you 
witliont the least aelfe love of your own purpose, 
c-ouuccU me fur th^lx'ste: and the rather doe it 
faithfullye and carefully, for that, in all thinga I 
attribute so muche to your judgement, that 1 am 
evermore content to aniUhilate mine owne determi- 
nations, in respccte thereof. And indeede fur your 
selfe to, it aitteth with you now, to call your wits 
• and senses toglthor (which are alwafes at call) when 
occasion is so fairely offered of Estimation nnd 
Preferment. For whikis the iron is hote, it is good 
striking, and minds of Nobles vorie as their Estates. 
Vei-um tie quid dunus. • ^ 

* Reprinted %*om ‘ Two other very commen- 
dable Letters, of the some mens writing: both 
touching thg foreaaid Artificial Versify ing, and 
certain other Porticnlaip.— More lately deUvered 
. unto the Printer. — Imprinted at London by H. 
Bynnemaun, dwelling in Thuuics streate, neere 
unto Baynardes Castell. Anno Domini, 1080. Cum 
gratia ct ininilcglo Rcgite Mnjestatis.’ 


I fJray yon licthinko you well hereof, good Mals- 
tor 11 . and forthwith write me those two or three, 
special fioints and caveats for the nonce, De quibus 
m tllia melhUaatnua iongiaaimtaque LU- 

teris tuts. Your desire to hcare of my late being 
with hir Majestic muste dye in it selfe. As for the 
twoo worthy Gentlemen, Master Sidney and Ma..ter 
lhjet\ they have me, I thonke them, in some use of 
familiarity : of whom and to whoinc, whatsiieocho 
passotli for yi nrc crcditc and estimation, I leave to 
your selfe to conceive, having alwayes so well con- 
ceived of my Ualainod nffn^tion and zcale towardes 
you. And nowc they have proclaimed in their 
a gi'uerall surceasing and silence of 
lialdc Rymers, and also of tne verio beste to : In 
steade whereof they hane, by aiithoritio of their 
whole Senate. prc'sCrilxHl certaine Lawes and rules 
of yuantitie/of Eiiglishe sillables fur English Verse : 
having liad thereof already great practise, and 
drawen mee to their faction. Newc Bookes I heare 
of none, but only, of one, that writing a certaine 
Booke, called tRhoolc of Ahuae^ and dedicating it 
to Maistcr Sidnt>H, was for his Inlior scormnl : if at 
Icaste it lie iu the gooducsse of that nature to 
sconic. Snehc follic is it, not to regarde afore- 
haudethe inclination and qnulitic of him towhome 
woe dciPcatc ourc Bookes. Snche migbtc I linp- 
pily incnrre ertituling My Slomber and the other 
Pamphlets unto his honor. I meant them rather 
to Maister Oytr. But I am of late more in love 
wyth my E.iglishe Versifying than with Ryming : 
whychc I should haue tlone long since, if 1 would 
then liaue followed your councell. Sed te aolum 
jam turn a lapicttbar cum Aaehamo aapet'e : nunc 
Autam video etfreqioa al^e PoStaa Atujlicoa. 

Maister E. K. hortily desireth to lie commended 
unto your Worshippe : of whome wliat aocompte 
he inaketh, your selfe shall luireaftcr perceive, by 
hys payuefull and datifiill Verses of your selfo. 

Thus much w'os written at Westminster yester- 
nigl^ : but commlng tliis morning, IxHiing tho siv- 
teentH of October, to Mystresse Kerkea, to have it 
dcliverwl to the Carrier, I receyved y'onr letter. 
Rente me the laste weeke : whereby 1 perceive yon 
otherwhiles continue your old exercise of Vonify- 
iiig in Englishe ; whych glorie I had now thought 
sliouldc have bene onely ours heere at London and 
the Court. ' 

Trusto me, your Verses I like passingly well, and 
envye your hidden palncs in this kindc, or rather 
zualigiie, and grudge at your selfe, that woulde not 
once imparto so muche to me. But once or twice 
you make a Inreoclie in Maister Lranta Rules : quod 
tamen condonabimua tanto PoKtee, tueeque tpaiua max- 
tnue tn fita I'Otua autontatt. You sh^l see when wo 
mecte in Ixuidnn (whiche, when it shall be, certifyo 
us) howc fust 1 have followed after yon iu that 
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Conne: beware leaste In time I overtake yon. 
Vtruuiamea te aolum sequar, (ut acBpenumeto turn 
pi'ofestut,) nunquam sane atseqmr dum vivam. 

And nowe requite I yon with the like, not with 
the verye beete, but with tlicvcrye shortest, namely, 
with a few Ininbickes : 1 dote warrant they be pre- 
elwly jierfect for the feete (as you can easily judge), 
and vario not one inch from the Hole. I will im- 
pnrte yours to Mnistcr Sidney and Maister Dyer at 
my nexte going to the Courte. I prayc y(||, koepe 
niiiie close to yoursclfc, or your venc entire mendes, 
Maistcr h'eston, Maister -Sh//, and the restc. • 

• 

fambicinn Tnmelrum. 

Unhappio Verse, the witncfiso of my nnhappio state. 
Make thy selfe lluttring wings of thy fast flying 
, Ikieiight, and fly fortli unto my Love wherao- 
evei' she be : 

Whether lying renstles^ in heavy be^le, or else 
bitting so ciieeriesse at the cheerrall boorde, or 
else 0 

flaying alone cerclesse on hir lieavenlio Virgi- 
nals. 

If in lied, tell hir, thift my eyes can take no reste : 

If at Boorde, tell hir, that my mopth can cate no 
nieate : • , 

If at hir Virginals, tell hir, I con heare no mirth. 

Asked why ? say : Waking Love sufferetli no slecpc: 
bay, that raging Love dothe aptiali the weake 
stomacke : • 1 

Say, that lamenting Love marroth the Musicoll. 

Tell hir, that hir pleasures were wonte to lull me 
iulcepe : 

Toll hir, that hir lieauLie was wonte to feede 
mine ryes : • 

Trll hir, that hir sweeto Tonguoswas wonte to 
make me mirth, 

Nowe doe T nightly waste, wanting my kiiiddy 
restc : 

Nowe doe I doyly starve, wonting niy lively 
foodo: 

Nowe doe I alwayes d^e, wanting thy timely 
mirth. 

And if 1 w aste, who will bewnile my heavy ohaunc'r ? 
Ami if I Htiirvr, who will record my cursed end ? 
And if 1 dye, who will sayo : this was Jmmerito f 

I tljonght once agayme hero to hauc madfi an 
endr, with a heartie Vale of the best fashidn: hut 
lo(‘ an y Ifavoured myschaiince ! My lust farewell, 
whereof I made greot accompt, and muchc mar- 
velled yon shonlde make no mention tlicreuf, I am 
nowe tolde (in the Divcls name) was thoi-ough one 
mans mvllgence quite forgotten, but shonlde nowe 
undoubtedly have beeiie sentr whether I hoilde 
c*ome, or no. Seeing it can now lie no otherwise, I 
pray you take all tc^ther, wyth all their fuultes : 
and nowe I hope, yon will vouchsafe mee an 
answenre of the largest size, or else I teU you true, 
von shall liee verye deepe in my debte : notwyth- 
'standyng thys other sweete, but shorte letter, and 
fine, bnt fewe Verses. But I w^ulde rather I 
might see youre owne good selfe, and receive a 
Recinrocall farewell from your owne sweeto mouth. 


Ad omatissimum virum^ multisjam diu 

NOMINIBITS CliVUlSSlMUM G. H. iMMKRITO 
suty iilox m Ga/ltas navigaturt, ■vrvxcte. 

Sic moluB egiegiiim, sic non inlmlcns Ainicnm ; 
Sleque novus veterem jubet Ipse Foetn roctom, 
Sulvere, uc cculo, post socnla mnlta secuudo 
Jam redui'om, gcclo mage, quujn nunc ijisi^ kc- 
cundo 

Uticr. Kcco Dens, (mndo sit Dens illc, renixnm 
Qni vocct ill sceluH, et jiiratos perdat amorcs) 

Ecce Dens mihi clara dedit niorlo sigiia Mariiius, 

Et siia veligero lenis parat JSquora Ligno : 

Mox Biilcanda, suos etiam jiater yEolus Iras 

roiiit, et ingentea aiilmos Aqiiiloiiis 

Ciincta viis sic apta mcis : ego solus iiioptnq. 

Nuiii mihi nescio (fko mens sauciu vuliicra, 
du^m 

Fluctuft aiicipiti Pelogo, dum Navita proram 
Iiivalidani validus rapit hue Amor, et rapit ilJnc. 
Consiliis Ilatio inelionbiis nsa, dccusquc 
Imiiiurtalo lo\i diffessa Umndinis Aren. 

Angiiaur hoc dubio, ct ptjbu vexamnr in ii>so. 

Magne iiharctrati nunc tii contemptor Amoris, 

(Id tibi Dii uomcn prccor baud impuiie remit- 
tuiit) 

lies nodos exsolvc, et eris mihi magnns Apollo. 
SplrituB 0(1 sninmos, scio, te geuerusus llonores 
Exstiniulat, niaj usque docct spirure Doctniu. 

Q|inm levis cbt Amorf ct tamen hand Icvis est 
Amoromuis. 

Ergo nihil laudi reputos tcqnale perenni, 
rraecpie socrosancta splendoris imagine tmiti, 

C^etera, qiite vecors, utl Nnmina, vuigns adorat» 
Pruidia, Amicitias, urbana peculia, Nunimos, 

Qiuequc placent oculis, formas, spectacula, 
Amoi'cs, • 

Conculcure soles, nt hnmiim, et ludibria sensns. 
Digiia meo cort6 Uarveio sententia, dlgna 
Orutore ouiplo, ct generoso pectore, quam non 
Stoicu fonnidet \cterum Supieutia vinclis 
Biuicirc ictcrnis : sapor huiul tamen omnibus 
idem. 

Dicitur effniti proles focunda Loertro, 

QuHTiiUtK't ignoti jactata per iSqnora Coili 
Inquu prncelloso loiighm exsul guigite iionto, 

Ihiu tiimeu amplexu lochrymosie Ounjugis, Ortiis 
Cmlestcs DivOmque thoius s^revissc bcatos. 

Tontuni Amor, et Mulicr, vel Amore putcntlur. 
Ilium 

Tu tamen illudls : tua Magniflcentia tanta est : 
Pnpque subnmbrata Splendoris Imagine tonti 
Pra'ipie lllo Meritis faniosls nomine purto 
Cictera, qiim Vecors, iiti Numuio, vuigns adorat, • 
Prsedla, AmlcitiM, armeuta, peculia, iiummos, 
Qoseque placent (n:uli8,fonna6, spectacula, Auiores, 
Qnseque placent ori, quaique auribns, omnia 
tem^ls. 

Nm tu^aude sapis, Sapor at sapientia non est : 
Omnis et in parvis liem'^ qiil scit (hsipnisse, 

Saipe Buperciliis Tialniuni saplentibus anfert. 

Ludit AriBtippnm modti tetrica Turbo Sopborum, 
Mitla pu^iireo moderontem verba Tyronno 
Lndlt Aristippus dictuiAna vana Sophonim, 

Quod levis emensi male torquet Oulicis iimbin ; 

Et quisquis placulsse Studet Heroibus altis, 
Deslpuisse studet sio gratia crescit ineptis. 

Dcniqne lauiigeris quisquis sua tompora vlttis, 
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Tnslgniro volet, Popnloqne plucere favonti. 
Dcoiperc inaanns diecit, tiirpraiquc pudondfc 
Stultitin laudem qiisprit. Pnter Kilnin'? iinna 
Dictns In innnmeris anpiena : laudatiir at ipsa 
Carmina vesano fudisse liqnentin \ino : 

Nec tn pace tun, nostri Cato Mnxiinc swrli, 
Nomon honorati sacrum merenre Pootaj, 
Quantnmria illnstrc ennns, ct nohilc Carmen, 

Hi stiiltire rrhs, sic S[t]iiltornLi omnia plena, 
Tuta sod in inodio siiperest via jjiirfritc. nam Qiii 
Ncc reliqiiis niniinm viilt do'apuiase viden, 

Non sapiiiBse niinis, Sapieiitom dixcris iiniim. 
Hinc te morscrit iinda, illinc combiissorit Ignis ; 
Nec tu delicias nimis aspernnre fliientos. 

Nec serd Dominnm,vpniPiiteni in vota, non Anmm, 
Ri sapis, ablatnm, (Cnriis ea, Pabriciisqnc 
Linqiic viris miseris* miseranda Sophismata: 
quondam 

Grande aiii dcciis ii, nostri sed dodecur R?vi :) 

Nec sectaro niniis. lies iitraqiio orimiiic plena. 
Hoc bcncqiii callet, (si qiiistamonhoc Ixme callet) 
Scriiio, vel invito snpiontcm liiinc Socrato solum. 
Vis facit nna pios ^.TiinIos facit nltcra : et ultra 
Egreqiil cordata, nAortia poctora : vcniin 
Omne tiilit puiictum, qui mmuit utile duU i. 

Dii mllii, dnlce din dederant : vorum utile nnn- 
qnam : 

Utile mine ctiam, 0 iitinam qiioqne diilce dedi^s- 
Bcnt. 

Dii milii (qnippe Diis fyjiiivalia maxima parvis) 
Ni nimis invideant mortalibus case beatis, 

Dulee Bimul tnbnisse qiieant, simiil utile : tanta 
Sod Fortuna tua est ; pnriter qureque utile, qun'qn* 
Dulce dat ad ploeitum : ssevo nos S 3 'derc nati 
• Qntpsitum imus earn iier inhospitn Cnucasa longd, 
I’erqiie PjTonnpos moiites, Babilonnqiie tuniem. 
Qndd si qiitesitnra nec ^’li invenerimiis. ingens 
^ 4 qnor inexliaustis permenw erroribns, ultra 
Flnctibus in mediis socii qiiajrenms Ulj'ssis. 
Passibiis indc Beam feshis comitabimiir segr.nm, 
Nobile qui fiirtiiin quirrenti defuit orbis. 

Namque sinu piidct in patrio, tenebnsqne p i- 
dendis 

Non nimis iiigcnio .liivcnem infor-llcevirentes 
Gfflciis friistra ^jierdere vilibiis Anno «■, 

Knigibus el vaciias speratis ccrnerc spicas. 
Ibinius ergo statiin : (qiiis eunti faiista pre- 
cetnr ?) 

Et pede CliliOBaii%8BO calcabimus Alpcs. 
giiis dabit interea conditas rore Ilntunno, 

Qiiis tibi Litterulas ? qnis carmen nmore petiil- 
cuin I 

Musa sub Oebalii dcsneta raciiminc montls, 
Flebit inexliaiisto tarn longu sileitia planctii, 
Lugebitqiie sacrum lacrjTnia Hellcona tn(x;ntem. 
Harveiusque lionus (chariis U?et omnibus idem, 
Idque Buo merito, projic suavior omnibus uniis,) 
Angelas et Gabriel, (quamvis comitatus nmicis 
Innumcris, genifjmqiie choro stipatifti nmemo) 

J miner ito tamen unnm absentem swpe ivqnirct, 
Optabitqiie ^tinam mens h!c Kdmundns ndcsset, 
Qui nova scripsisset, nec Amores conticiiisset 
Ipscsnos, ct saspe animo verblsque lienignis 
Fausta precarctnr, D^s ilium aliquondo redneat, 

Tlura velletn per Charitea, aed non Iteei per Muaaa. 
Vale, Vale pluritnUm, Mi amahiUaaime Harveie, meo 
iordtf meorum omnium longi ehauaame. 


I was minded also to Imvc sent j'on some English 
verses : or Hj'mcs, for a farewell : but by my troth, 
I have no spare time in the world, to thinke on 
such Toj'es. that you know will demaund a freer 
head, than mine is presently. I besecchc 3011 by 
all your Curlesies and Graces lot me be answered 
ere I goe : which wdll be (I hope, I feore, I thinke), 
the iicjct weeke, if 1 can lie dispatched of myfjordc. 
1 goe thither, ns sent by him, and maintained most 
what ol him : .and thciv am to employ my time, my 
borlj', fiiy miiid(>, to his Honours service. Thus 
watti many suiM*rhartic Commendations and 
commendations to your sidfe, and all my friendes 
with 3'ou, 1 ende my l.'tst Fni'CW’ell, not thinking 
any more to write unto 3-011, before I goe : and 
withall committing to your fuithfull Credence the 
etcmall ^lemonc of our everlasting friendship, the 
inviolable Memorie of our unspot^l friendshippe, 
the sacred lilemorie of our voweil friendship : which 
I bcsmdi 3011 Continue with usiiall writings, iis3'on 
may, and of all things let me heare some Newes 
from you. as gentle M. Sidney, I thnnke his good 
Worship, bn^ required of me, and so promised to 
doeagaine. "Qmi uionet.ut fmiaa, quod jam Jam; 
3-on kiiowc the it'st. You may alw'ayes send them 
I most safely to me by Mutref^ Ketle, and none 
j other. So once againc, and yet once more. Fare- 
well most hart{l3a mine ownc good Master 11. and 
love me, iisi loVc yon, and thinke upon poorc Jm- 
merito, .is he thinkcth uppon you. 

IjC5-ceatcr House, this 5 [?!(;] of Octolier, I.ITO, 

mare, per terraa, 

Vii'va, mortuuaque 
Tuua Immenlo. 


TO MY LONG APrnoOVED AND STNGULAR 
I ‘.JOOD FRENDE, MASTER G. H.* 

I 

I Good Master H. I doubt not but you have some 
I great important mutter in hundo, which al this 
w’hilc iTstruinoth your Penne. and w'ontcd roaili- 
nchse in pi-ovoking me unto th.at, whonun yoiirholfc 
nowe faultc. If there bee any such thing in hatch- 
ing, I jmiy 3-011 hnrtily,Jlettc usknowe, lieforcal the 
W’orldc see it. lint if napply you dwell altogither 
in . 1 ustiiiinn>! Coiiile, and give your selfe to lie d«‘- 
voured of secrcate Studies, as of all likelyluxxl you 
doe : yet at least im))arte some your olde, or newe 
I Latino or Englishe, ]^.loquent and Gallunt Poesiife? 
to us, from w hose eyes, you sn3e, 3-ou kcepc in a 
m.owier nothing hidden. Little newes is here 
stii-rA : but that olde groatc matter still depending. 
His Honoure never liettor. I thinke the Earthquake 
w-as also there w'yth you (w-hich I would gladly 
j leai-nc) ar. it was here with us : overthrowing divers 
old buildings and pecces of Churches. Bure ver3'’e 
— ^ . 

» Reprinted from ‘ Three proper and wittie fami- 
liar Letters : lately passed lietwcno tw'O Uiiiversltie 
j men : touching the Earthquake in A prill last, and 
, our English refourmed Versifying.— With the Pre- 
' face of a wellwillcr to them both.— Imprinted at 
I London by II. Bynnemon, dwelling in Thames 
Bti'eate, neerc unto Baynardes Castell. Anno Do- 
; mini, lfi 80 .— Ohm gmtlaet privll^o Regies Majes- 
tOtlB.’ 
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Btraunfi'c to bo hcordc of in these Countrios, and 
yet I heare some saye (1 knowe not howo truuly) 
tlmt they have knowne the like before in their 
dayes. Sed quid vobia videtur magnia Phtlosophts if 
I like yonrlate Englishe Hexameters soexceedmgly 
well, that 1 also enure my Penne sometime in that 
kinde : whych^ I fynil imleede, as I have heard you 
often defende in wurde, neither so hardc, nor so 
hiitshe, that it will easily and fairely yeclde it selfe 
to our Moother tongue. For the onely, or cliiefcst 
hardnesse, whych seemeth, is in the Bronte: 
whycho sometime gapeth, and, as it were, yawieth 
ilfavoiircdly, comming shorte of that it should, and 
Aiiuctime OKCccding the measure of the Number, 
us in Carpenter^ the middle sillablc being used 
shorte in speaehe, when it shall be read long m 
Verse, seemeth likis a lame tioxhng that draweth one 

mfter hit : and Heaeen being used shorte as one 
sdlnblc, when it is m verse stretched out with a 
Diastole, Is like a lame dogge that holdes up one 
leqqe. But it is to be womie with Gustume, and 
rough words must be subtUied with U*. For, why 
a Hods name, may not we, as else^he Greekes, 
have the kingdome of cure owne Language, anti 
measure our Accentes by the sounde, reserving the 
yuaiit»tio to the Verst ? Loe, here I let j'ou see 
my Okie use of toying in lljones turned into your 
artifleial stiuightnesse of Verse V this Tetraxticon. 
1 beseech you tell me your fansie wittiout parcialitic. 

See yec the hlindfoulded pitjtie God, that fea 
thored Archer, 

Of Lovers Miseries which T|mkcth his bloodie 
game ? * 

Wote ye why, his Moother with a Veale hath 
coovered bih Face ? 

Trust mo, least he my Loove happely channee 
tc beholdo. 

Scemo they comparable to those two, ^'hich I 
fniii luted you ex lempoi e in bed, tdlb last time we 
lay togithcr in Westmmstcr ? 

That which I cate did 1 joy, and that which I 
greedily gorged, 

As for those many goodly matters Icaft I for 
othciB. ^ 

I would hartily wish, you would either send me 
the llulcs and Precepts of Arte, which yui\ observe 
in Quantities, or else followe mine, that M, Philip 
Sidney gave me, being the very same which M. 
Drant devised, but enlarged with M. Sidneys own 
judgement, and augmented with iny Observations, 
that we might both accorde and agree i%Tme: 
lensto we overthrow c one an other, and be over- 
thrown of the rest. Trust me, you will hardly be- 
Iceve whiit greate good liking and istimation Mais- 
ter Duel’ had of your Safyitcall Vereee, and I. since 
the viewe thereof, having before of my selfe had 
spinnull liking of Engluhe Vtrei/ving, am even 
nowe aboiitc to give you some token, what, and 
howe well therein I am able to doe : for, to tell yon 
trueth. I mindo shortely at convenient leysure, to 
sette forth a Booke in this kinde, whiche I entitle 
Epithalamion Thamem: whyche Booke, I dare un- 
dertake wil be very profitable for the knowloilge, 
and rare fur the Invention and manner of handling. 
For in setting *'orth the marriage 0f the Thames : 
I ahewe his first beginning, and offspring, and all 


the Oountrey, that he passeth thorough, and also 
descritie all the Rivers throughout Englandi', whyche 
came to tins Wedding, and their nghfn names, and 
right passage, Lc. A worke, beleeve me, of much 
labour, wherein notwithstanding Master llolmshed 
hath mnchc furthered and advantaged me, who 
therein hath bestowed singular paines. In scorchmg 
ontc their flrste hcadcs and sources : and also m 
tracing and doggisi; oute all their Course, til they 
full into the Sea. 

O Tite, siquid, ego, 

Ecquid ent pretij ? 

Bnt of tliat more hereafter. Nowe, my Dreanm 
and Dying Pelltcane, being fully finished (os 1 
portelye signified in my Instc Lctti'ra) and present- 
lye to liee imprinted, 1 wd in liandc forthwith with 
my Faett/ Qumie, whych *1 praye you hartily send 
me with 14 expedition : and > our frendly I^cttors, 
and long expected Judgement wythal, whyche let 
not be shorte, but in all pointos suche, as you ordi- 
tiarilyc use. and I extraordinarily desire. MuUum 
tale. Westminitter. Qnark^Nonae Aprilts 1580. 
.Stt/, amabo le, meum CointltM tibi se ex ammo eom- 
iiirudiU plurimum : jamdiu mimta, te nihil ad litei-a* 
tiias 7 esponsi dedixse. Vide queeso, ne id tibt Capi- 
tate sit ■ Mihi eerie qnideniet it, negite tibi herele im- 
pune, vt opiiior, Jterum late, & guani voles soph. 
Yours ^wayes to commanndc, 

^ iMMEIUTO. 

• Postaripte. 

1 take licst niy Dreames shouldc come forth 
eilonc, tM'ing growen by incancs of the Glosse 
(running continually in mancr of a Paraphrase) 
full os great lus my Calendar. Therin bo some 
things excellently, and many things wittily dis- 
coursed ol E. K. and the pictures so singularly set 
forth and puitraycd, or if Michael Angelo ivere 
there, he could (I think) nor amende the beste, nor 
reprehende the worst. I know you wuulde lyko 
them passing wcl. Of my Stenimata Dudteiana, and 
csjieciully of the sundry Apostrophes tlierein, ad- 
dressed you knowe to whome, must more mivise- 
ment lie hod, tluui so lightly to sendc themabroude : 
hnwticit, trust me (though I doe never very well) 
yet, in my owne f ancle, I never ayd better. Vei-un- 
tamen tesequor soliim: nunquam verb assequar. 


EXTRACT PROM HARVEY’S REPLY.* 

But Master Collin Cloule is not every body, and 
alb(‘it his olde Companions, Master Cuddy and 
Master UiMinoll be as little beholding to their 
Mistresse Poetrie, as ever you writ: yet he per- 
ndventurc by the ^eancs of hir special favour, 
and some personall privilcdge, may happely live by 
Dying Ptiheanes, ana purchase great landcs, and 
lordshippea with the money, which his Calendar 
and Drnnnes have, and will affoiirde him. JSxti a 
joeum, I like your Dreames passingly well : and the 
rather, bicaiisc they savour of that singular extm- 
ordinarie veinc and invention, which I ever fancied 
moste, and In a maner admired onelyc in Lucian, 
Petrarehe, Aretuie, Pasqui9, and all the most deli- 


• Reprinted from ‘ Three Proper and wtitie /ami- 
liar Lndtei'S, &c.’ 
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cate, and fine conceited Grecians and Italians : (for 
the Ilomanes to speake of, are but Tcrye dphars in 
this kiiidc :) -whose chiefest endevour, and drifte 
was, to have nothing vnlgore, but in some respecte 
or other, and especially iii lively hyperboheatl ampli- 
fications, rare, queiiit, and oddc in every pointe, and 
ns a man would sayc, a degree or two at the Icaste, 
above the rcache, and compnsse of a common 
Hcl^llers capacltic. In whichq. respecte notwith- 
standing, ns well for thesingulantic of the manner, 
ns the Divinitie of the matter, I heardc once a 
Divine, preferre Saint Johns Revelation before al the 
veriest MdaphysicaJl Visions, and Jollyest conccite<l 
Dreames or Extasies, that ever were devised by one 
or other, howe admirable, or super excellent soever 
they seemed otherwise to the worlde. And trucly 
I nm so confirmed in this opinion, that when I 
bethinke me of the vericAiotablest, and mostc won- 
derful rropheticidl, or FueticallYiaiom.thnt ever 
.1 read, or henrde, me seemeth the ixroportion is so 
' unequal!, tlmt them hardly appeareth onye sem- 
iblnuncc of Com]iarison : no more in a maner 
(especially for Poets) then doth betweene the in- 
comprehensible Wisd^ne of God, and the sensible 
Wit of man. 

But wlint needeth this digression between you 
and me ? I dare sa 3 c you wyll holde j'oursclfc rea- 
sonably wel satisfied, if yonre Dreames be hut os well 
esteemed of in Dnglande, os I'etrarches Visions be m 
Italy : which I assure you, is the very worst I wish 
you. But, sec, how I hft-e the Arte JJemorat^ at 
commaundeiiient. In good faith 1 had once againc 
nigh forgotten your/herie Queene : howbeit by good 
diaimcc, 1 have nowc sent lur homo at the loste. 


neither in better nor worse case, then I founde hlr. 
And must you of necessitie have my judgement of 
hir indeedc ? To lie plaine, I am voyde of al judge- 
ment, if your Nine Comedies, vrhereunto in imita- 
tion of Herodotus, 3 'ou give the names of the Nine 
Muses (and iii one mans fansie not unworthily) 
come not neerer Ariostoes Couicedies, cythcr fo' the 
finenesse of plausible Elocution, or the rarencsse of 
Poetienl Invention, tlien that Elvish Queerfe doth 
to his Ot'/ando Funoso, wluch notwithstanding, you 
wil nefles sceme to emulate, and hope to overgo, 
os you flatly professed yourself in one of j'our lost 
Leflers. 

Besides that j'on know, it hath bene the usual 
practise of the most exquisite and oddc'wittrs in all 
I nations, and specially in Italie, rather to shewc, and 
I iidvaunco themselves that way, then any other : 
i OH namely. th(»se three notorious dyscoursing heads, 
1 Ilibiena, ifachtavel, and Areline did, (to let /itinbo 
and Ariosto posse) with the great admiration, and 
! wonderment of the whole country : being in doede 
reputed niatuhalile in all points, both for concej-t of 
I Witte and eloquent deciphering of matters, either 
' with Arislofiianes and Menander in Greek, or with 
I Plautus and Terence in Latin, or with any other,' in 
' any other tong. But I wiljiot stand great^ with 
' you in j'our ornic matters. If so be the Faerye 
Queene be fairer in j’our eie than the Nine Muses, 
■ and Uobgobbn refine away with the Garland from 
‘ ApoUo : Markc what I sayc, and yet I will not say 
that I thought, hut there an End for this once, and 
fore you well, till God or some good Aungoll putUi 
you m a better u^mde. 





GLOSSAEY, 


Tlie numbers refer to the pages. 


4, in * A Gods name,* 442, 474 
Ahace, abase, to lower, to liong down, 82, 257, 397 
Afoond, to abandon, 138 
' Ahashnumt, fear, 202, 203 
Abeare, to behave, conduct, 4U(! 

Abel, ubeft, to aid, support, main^in, 3C-t, 383; 

asserting falsely, 242 
Abid, abode, remained, 178 ^ 

tAbie, aby, abtje, to pay the penalty 7)f, to atone for, 
suffer for, 101 , 122, 179, 212, 2J5, 258, 595 ; abide 
by, 368 • 

Abject, to throw or cast down, 219, 338 
Altode, remained, 227 ; a dclaj^stay, 155, 202 
AMis/t, to wipe out, 101 • • 

Afxtoi'd, aboid, from the bonk, astray, at a loss, 
515. Aborde, harbour, 418 
A bouts, about, 58 

5/m/e, to rouw', wake up, 21(1 • 

Abrap (pret. ubiayUe), to start up suddenly, to 
awoke, 162, 257, 261 ; to quake with sudden fear, 
261 

Abusion, abuse, deceit, fraud, J41, 230, 359 
Acclop,acclu7fe, to clog up, choke, encumber, liindcr, 
113, 419. 568 • 

AixoasUng, skimming olong near ftie ground, 369 
Acconijjt, auvniupt, account, 444, 515 
Accontge, to encourage, 90, 203 
Accord, to grant, to agree, to reconoilc, 255, 278, 
418 : an agrceiucnt, 99, 125 
According, agreeably t<i, according to, 65, 75, 99, 
141 ; ocoonlingly, I'S# 

Accoste, to go side by side, to adjoin, border, 352 
Accourting, entertaining (courteously), 88 
Accouslrement, garb, 019 6 

Accay, accoie, to suliduc, daunt, tame, 448 
Accoy, to eoy, cnivss, 274 
a\cc<hjI, to assemble, gatlier together, 128 
A n^ete, to iiicTease, 259, 317 • * 

Ac/tatCA (Acutes), purebnsetl provisions, eates, 128 
Acgmglit. aa/mt, acguile, to deliver, release, 49, 145 ; 

acquitted, Irec, 314 
Adamants, cbrystals, 288 

Adaic, to adaunt, tame, moderate, 195, 260, 341, 
449 • 

Adages, daily, 452 
Aiideeme, to adjudge, 307 
AtUoom, to ndjiulgi.*, 435 

Address, to prepare, adjust, direct, clothe, aim, 17C, 
192, 216. Addrest, ready, 243 
Adjoyne, to approach, join, 198 
Adiiuraunce, ailmiration, 347 
Adridtv, to wonder at, 266, 360, SWO 


Adore, to adorn, 290 
Adoi'ne, ornament, 226^ 

Adowne, down, 4!) 

Adrad,mdred, adredde, afraid, terrified, 162, 244, 
272, 507 

Adrad, to be frightened, 299 
Adcaunce, to extol, 34 ; impel, 81 
Adeenture, chance, 2 17 ; opportunity, 243 ; to at- 
! tempt, 311 » 

I Advtetv, to view, 308 

Adcize, adrine, to consider, perceive, take thought 
of, bethink, 79, 12!>, 294 , 419 
Adouetnent, consideration, 103, 126 
Adicard, an award, 280 ; to award, 294 
jEnmling, emulating, uvalluig, 550 (mmuled, 550) 
^eorrf, afraid, 217, 2‘J5 
Afiear, to frighten, 93, 96 

J^fre/,alteetii)n, 365 ; sorrow, 566; imitation, 594 
Aih'Ction, passion, 100, 13!), 168. 386 
Ajide, ai^gde, bctiuthed, 273, 3ob ; intrusted, 326 
AJffticted, low, humble, 11 
Ajfoi'd, to consnit, 1(W 

Aj)> ap, to stnke, to i^ke down, to encounten to 
assault, 82, 163 

Affray, to terrify, fray, 181 ; terror, 340, 345 
Affrende, to make friends, 246 
A fret, encounter, 207, 242 

AJfront, to confront, encounter, oppose, 50, 176, 
244 

Ajffy, to betroth, espouse, 372^376 ; entnist, 322 
Ajfyaitnrc, lietrotlial, 99 
^[/ore, in trout, before, 97, 170 
Aggrace, f.ivonr, kindness, goodwill, 125 ; to make 
grumous, 151 • 

Angrutc, to please, delight, charm, treat politely, 
105, 128,193, 204. 238, 349, 410 
Agtet, point, tag, !)4, 366 
Agree, to settle, to cause to agree, 97 
Agret'abhf, ii^jke, in a manner to agree, 391 
Agrise, agrue, agryse, agi-yse, to cause to shudder,* 
to terrify, to wake disgusted, 111, 165, 346, 430 
Agryz'd, having a terrible look, disfigured, 269 
Agutse, aguize, to deck, adcnn, fashion, accoutre, 
82,i^1f 165, 306, 519 ; to disguise, 107 
Alabltxster, aiaboAter, 167 
Afbe, cdbee, although, 37, 455 • 

Aleggeaunce, alleviation, 186 
A lew, howling, 323 

Algate, algcUes, altogether, wholly, by all means, In 
all ways, at nil eventf, 161, 201, 259, noverthielm, 
480 

All, although, 155 ; * all 08*=: as if, 448 
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Allegqe^ to lessen, allay, 452 
A ImeSy a free allovraiice, alms, 230 
Alone (only), Avithoiit compnlsion, 255 
AlotP, downwards, 397 
Alow, praise, 6 
Ah, also, 80, 84, 123, 232 
Amatne, violently, by force, 235, 256, 364 
A mate, to daunt, subdue, to stupefy, terrify, 16, 
87, 178, 197, 220 ; to keep compwy with, 128 
Anuae, amazement, 194, 237 
Ambaesage, emlHissy, 517 
Amearst, amerced, punished, 683 
A menage, to manage, handle, 97 
Amenaunee, carriai^, beliaviour, 160, 121, 242,620 
A mis, amice, a priestly vestment, 29 
A mount, to mount up, ascend, 60 
Amove, to move, remove, 31, 56, 219 
Andvile, anvil, 72 • 

Annoy, annoyance, grief, hurt, 40, 91, 129 
AnUckes, antiques, ancient, or fantastic li^ires, 94, 
1 12, 221 

Apace, fast, copiously, 286 
Appall, to falter, 260; tf) weaken. 160 
Appay, apay (pnet. anA p. p. appay'd, appaid), to 
please, satisfy, pay, 129, 118, 354, 470, 543 
Appeaeh, to imiieach, accuse, 123, 144, 320, 342 
Appease, to cense from, 25 
Appele, to accuse, Sll ; to offer, 168 
Appellation, appeal, 427 

Apply, to attend to, 65 ; to liend one's steps to, 106 
Approven, to put to the preff, to prove, 432 ^ 

Approraunce, ajiprovjil, 1 53 
Arborett, little grove, 107 

Aread, arced (p p. ared), to tell, say, declare, de- 
scribe, inform, teach, interpret, explain, 65, 57, 
9^, 164, 220, 238, 2-iH, 309, 380; appoint, 356 ; 
detect, 2 j4 

A rear, areare, arcre, arre%'e, to the rear, back- 
ward, aback, 1 1*5, 1%, 214, 377, 509* 

Aret, arret, to allot, entrust, adjudge. 120, 140, 254 
Areir, in a row, in order, 357. 

A rguments, signs, indications, 391 
Arujhts, rightly, 343 
Arke, box, che-t, 2 18 
Arras, tapestrj' of Arnns, 28 
An'auqht (pret. of am each), seized forcibly, 135 
iijt, asif, 51,70, 126, 197 
Askaunce, sideways, 112, 160 
A dale, to slake, ahate^appense, 26 
Aslope, on the slope, aside, 180 
Assay, to try, attempt, assail, attack, 20, 28, 97, 
183, 277 ; an attempt, trial, 83, 92, 93 ; value, 19, 
177 

Assayde, affected, 470 
A sseige, to besiege, 141 • 

Assignment, design, 140 

Assize, measure, 538 * 

Assoil, assoyl, to absolve, determine, set tree, let 
loose, teneu', 65, 10-4, 160. 203,243,397,533; to 
pay, 548 ; remove, 255, 260 • 

Assott, to Ijefool. to beguile, bewilder, 132, 202, 452 
Assure, to proLiis^ assert confidently, 132 
Assteage, to grow mild, 23 
Assyn, to mark or point out, 46 
A start, to start up suddenljn 166 
Astert, befall, come upon suddenly, 482 
A stand, aztoynd, attonial, astonished, stunned, 269, 
468 


Astonish, to Btnn, 272 
Astonymg, confounding, 305 
Attach, to seize, take prisoner {attack, 203), 142, 
276, 818 

Attatne, attayne, to find, reach, fall in with, 265 
Attaint, to stain, obsenre, 47 
Attempt, to tempt, 354 
Altendemcnt, inti'nt, 388 

Attent, attention. 21 1 , 406 t 

AUone (atone), at one, together, reconciled, R.j, 128. 
264, 27t. Atlone, attons, at once, together, 84, 182, 
206 

Adrajkf dressed, 251 

Atween, alvoeene, between, 185, 351, 390 , 

Aivaxt, between, at intervals, 224 
Anmayl, to enamel, 94 

Aratle, avale, to fall, sink, lower, descend, bow 
down, 126, 399, 447, 448 

A vaunt, depart, 388 " 

Amuntage, advantage, 103 
Avaunting, advaniung (boastfully), 92 
A venge, revengl , 258 
Anv^ngement, revenge, .30, 184 
Aventred, thmsf'forw.ard (at a venture), 158, 242 
A centring, pusliing fonvart, 2.58 ' 

Arize, aryze, to perceive, eongider, regard, vjew, 
take note of, reflect, bethink, 37, 109, 157, 165, 
169. 174, 238, 275, 419 ; advise, 273 
Aetzefull, oh8pjvaig;,*260 
Amid, to depart, go out. 161 
A mure, ‘ to makeavonn* ’=to justify, maintain, 3711 
Avarnetl, made, was made aware, 216 
Airaiite, to wait for, J 57 ; watch, 280 
htchnpe, to terriry, Hrightcn, 263. 351, 513 
I Aygulets (aglets), tags, points of gold, 94 
[ Aym, direction, 107 

Babe, doll, 460 
Bare, low,g{6, 168 

Bare, the game ^f prisoner's base, 476 bad bace* 
Brchallcnged. 218 

Baffutd, disgrjiccd fas a recreant knight) ,391, 394 
Haile, to deliver, 275 ; custody, 428 
Bams, biUiuB (ol mamage), 77 
Bale, grief, sorrow, iimiction, trouble, 13, 46,91, 
114; iHila, rums, H)1 \ baleful, full of bale, de- 
structive, dutidly, 169, ^1 ; halefulnesse, ruin, 
I’A. 

Ba,He, to disappoint, to deal at cross purposes, 164, 
281 ; a ridge between two furrows, 413 
Balhards, bilhanls. .520 

Ban, banne, to curse (band, cursed), 197, 275, 302, 
349,568,601 . 

Band, left bid, banish, 167 ; assemble, 31 
Bandog, mastiff, 474 
Bane, death, dcstmetinn, 142 
Banket, banquet, 1 90, 264 

Bannerall, a standard (shaped like a swallow's 
tail), 893 

Bnrbe, equipments of a horse, horse- armour, 87 
Barinean, a watch-tower, 128 
Bard, ornamented with bars (ornaments of a 
girdle), 94 

Base, low, 18 ; the lower part, 339 
Basenesse, a low hiimhlc condition, 871 
Basen-vtde, widely extended, 519 
Bases, armour for,the legs, 318 
Bash, to be abashed, 100 
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Bcutard, base, lowborn, 41, 96 
BaOedt sewed slightly, 316 
Bate, did bite, 102 ; fed, 473 
Bate, to bait, attack, 422 
Bait, stick, 606, 614 
BaUatlous, ready for battle, in order for battle, 33, 
173 

Jiatteilant, emliattled, fortified, 637 
BattiU (pro^icrly to fatten), to be of good flarour, 
400 

Batlon, stick, club, 39.1 ^ 

Bauldricle, belt, 94, 297, 607 

Bawne, a liill, M2 • 

Bay, a standstill, a positipn in which one is kept at 
bay, 36*/ 

Baye, to bathe, 44 

Bayes (bates), lanrcls, 234, 366 

Biyt, Imit, artifice, 103, 404 ; to bait (a bull), 123 ; 

, to cansc to abate, to let rest, 148 

Beades, prayers, 14 

BeadroU, a list, 239 

Beare, burden, 561 ; bier, 371 • 

BeasUyhead, ‘>oiir beostlyhead* *a greeting to the 
person of a licast,* 461 • 

Jkalh'd, plunged, 263 
Beaweres, fair compfmions, l.'iO 
Beci%, beaks, 140 

Become, to come to, go to, to^it, to happen, 62, 
67,88,121,209 . 

Bed, bad, 69 

Bedtght, dressed, equipped, decked, adorned, 81,111, 
192, 2.11, 382 ; ‘ ill-bedight,’ disfigured, 112 
/ledMcJt, to dive, dip, 110 ^ 

BefeV, was fitting, proper, 127 * • 

Beyinm, beginning. 171 
Bcqord, stuinoil with gore, 285 
Behave, to employ, use, 9.'i 
Beheast behest, command, 90, 1 78 
Behtght, call, name, address, pronounce# promise, 
command, 67, 91, 198, 238, 244, 2i|6, 313, 4.W ; or- 
d lined, 634 ; adjudged, entrusted, 66, 1*20, *263,383 
Betioo/e, profit, 266 

Behoie, to promise, 2.51 ; call, 48 4 ; beltoU, promised, 
72 

Bcfacroyle, kind salutation or gristing, 260 

Be'amottre, belamy, alovn, 108, 117 

Belay, to beset, cncomparo, 676 ; adorn, 366 

Beldame, fair lady, 167 

Belgard, fair (or kind) looks, 94, 211, 698 

Bellibone, a beautiful and good woman, 456 

Belyde, connterfcitcd, 212 

Ben (bene, been), are, 232 

Benti, band, 94, 114, 316 . 

Bengali, a benefice, 617 • 

Bent, long stalks of C&enO grass, 377 
Beraft, bereft, 236 
Bet a, to bear, 292 ; bier, 148 
Beseeke, beseech, 246 

Beseene. * well-beseen,' of goo^ appearance, comely, 

Beseme, beseeme, to be seemly, to seem fit, to suit, 
fit, become, appear, 128, 129, 159, 161, 276, 8*20, 
470 

Besitting, befitting, 237 

BespecAe, to address, 316 

Bespredd, adorned, 216 

Besprent, bespnnt, besprinkled, 481, 485 

Seitad (bested, oestedded), situated, placed, placed in 


peril, 14, 85, 217, 267 ; treated, 888; attended, 
230; beset, 184, 244; ‘ill bested ’=ln a bad 
plight, 83 

Bestaine, to stain, 266 
Bestow, to place, 128 
Bestrad, beatrided, 301 
Bet, did beat, 89 

Betake (pret. befool e), to take (into), to deliver, be- 
stow, betake o^'ste’f, 34, 69, 191, 417 
Beteeme, to dclivff, give, 121 
Bethinke, to make up one's mind, 40 
Bethrall, to take captive, 52 

Betide, betyde, to befall, to happen to, 83, 110, 183 ; 

hehd, betyded, betight, befall, befallen, 307, 482, 652 
Bett, better, 477 

Bevet', the front part of a helmet (covering the 
month), 102 

Beiy, company.(of lodit*), 1*28 
Bewaile,^ choose, select, 38 
Bern ay. reveal, betruy, accuse, 31, 36, 168, 244 ; 
signify, 642 

Bielerment, bickering, strife, 31 1 
Bid, to pray, 14 
Bide, to bid, offer, 202 i 
Bujgen, cup, 460 

Bilive, byltte, blive, forthwith, quickly, 36, 475 
Bits, battle-axes. 333 
Blame, to blemish, 1*20 ; injury, hurt, 156 
Blanckt, confounded, put out of countenance, 170 
Blast, to wither, 187 
B\attei , to bluster (in nVte), 704 
Btaie, to blazon forth, proclaim, 68 
Blemishmcnt, a blemish, 239 
Blend (pret. and p. part, blent), to mix, confuse, 
confo'ind, defile, blemish, stain, oliscnrc, 4*2, 9!>, 
113, 206, 3.59, 52.5. Bletit, blinded, obeem^, 
blotted, 97, 2*27, 310 

Blere, to blear (one’s epes), deceive, 466 
Bless, to preserve, deliver, 19, 44, 87, 259 ; to bran- 
dish, 33, 51 
Btesse, bliss, 281 
Bltn, to cease, 184 
Blincked, dimmed, 206 
Blind, dark, ‘283 
Blisl, wounded, struck, 397 
Bhst, blessed, 267 • 

BloncJiet, liveries, grey coat'll 458 
Blont, blunt, unpolislierl, 474 
Bloosme, blossom, bloom, 268»4i6 
Blot, blotten, to defame, blemish, 230, *2-13 
Btubbred, wet or stained with tears, 39, 298 
/foad, * booties hood ’= lived uselessly, profltlesdy, 
516 

Boads, bodes, portends, 425 

Bode, abode, $54 , 41 6 , 

Boley (or buala), 630 ; • place (situated in a grassy 
hollow) cnclo^ by man in which to put cattle 
in the spring onu summer months, while on the 
mountfin pastures— a place that ensures safety.’ 
(Hf.:Aiy Kinauak in The Athenauri, No. 2167, 
May 8, 1869) « 

Ballet, bullet, 45 
Bolt, arrow, 462 
Bond, bound, 108, 269 
Boone, prayer, petition, Ml, 341 
Board, bard, to accost, to address, talk with, 87, 
99, 125, 170 ; conversation, 212 ; go side by side, 
289 
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Boot, to avail, profit, 81, 102 ; booty, gain, 838,443 | 
Booting, availing, 293 

Bore, borne, 247 I 

Borde, coast, 418 

Bordragmg (pi. hordragt), border ravaging, border 
raid, 138, 552 

Borowe, borrowe, pledge, surety, 459, 460, 520 
Borrell, rustic, 467 

middle of shield, 353 
ilouj/R, budget 21 * 

Bought, fold, 13, 69, 507 
21ou», tosift, bolt, 99 
Bounte, to beat, 220 

BouiiUe, bounty, goodness, 02, 206. Bounteous, 
geiicrons, good, 160, 164, 219. Bountyhed, gene- 
rosity, 145.160,173 
Bourdon, burden (of n song), 567 
Bourne, boundary, 107 ^ 

Bout, about, 170 

Boming-can, a drlnldng-can, 29 • 

Boiend, to lend (by a direct course), 67 
Boicre, chamber, inner room, 161 ; to lodge, shelter, 
360, 407 

Boicrs, muscles (of the ^loulder), 53 
Bov, a term of reproncliT 105 
BoyMrous, rough, rude (ns applied to a club), 50 
Bi ace, to embrace, encompass, 474 
Brag, proudly, 449. Bragly, proudly, 452. Brag- 
ging, proud, 449 

Brame, sharp passion (cf. O.E. breme, severe, 
sharp), 16.S t 

Braiisles, dunces, brawls, 212 * 

Brast, burst, ‘16, 49, 19H, 212 
Brace, fair, beautirul, 94, 153 
Brarene, finery, 521 
Btfireftf, gallantly, splendidly, 107 
Browned, muscular, brawny, •53 
Bray (hruie), to cry out sivMenly, cry aloud, utter 
aloud, 350 ; gasp out, 84 • 

Bravnepan, skull, 380 
Breaded, braided, embroidered, 88, 168 
Breare, bietv, briar. 64, 160, 213 
Breech, breeches, 338 
Breede, work, produce, 159 
Breem, breme, boisterous, rough, sharp, 433, 448, 
48.5 • 

Brenne, to bum, 246 
Brent, burnt, 55, 71, 160 
Bitckte, brittle, 283, 4M 
Brigatidine, a kind onight vessel, 533 
Brim, margin of the horizon, 341 
Bmc, bryse, gadfly, 363, 537 
Broroge, pimping, 441, 520 
Brock, to commence, broach, 162 
Bigde, abroad, 247 • 

• Brond, sword, 121, 226 
yimu/tf on, sword, 250 • 

Brands, embers, brands, 115 
Brood, a brooding -place (? an error for 5ao(Z=O.E. 
bood or abood, an abode, resting place ; ml. bode, 
p. 354), 112 

Brooke, to endurd; bear brook, 179, 240 

Bronzes, tudgs, 216 

Brunt, assault, 123 

Brust, burst, 160, 202, 251. 

Bruted, renowned, brwted^iH 
Biutenesse, brutiAnesse, brutality, brute-like state, 
120, 267 


Buckle to, make ready, 348 

tiuff (Pl- buffes), a blow, 89 

Bug, apparition, bugbear, goblin, 93, 147 

Buegle, wild ox, 49 

Bugle, bead, 448 

Bullion, pure gold, 159 

Burdenous, heavy, 356 

Burganet, headpiece, helmet, 124, 632 . 

Burgein, burgeon, bad, 434 f 

Buskels, bushes, 458 
Busse, kS^, 216 
Bid-if, unless, 271 

Buxoui, olNidicut, yielding, tractable, 71, 166, 213, 
474 

By-and-bu, one by one, singly, 432, 623 • 

Byde, abide, 87. Byding, abiding, remaining, 108, 
232 

Bylm, quickly, also active, 55, 183, 212. See Blive, 
bcltve • 

Bynempt, named, appointed, 86, 468 ; bequeathed,' 
480 

Cabinet, cottage, little cabin, 154, 547 
CuTule, azure, ^06 

Caitive, caytive, subject, captive, 45, 55 ; vile, bast, 
menial, rascal, 80, 95, 123, 195 
(7a//, caul, cow], cap, 5 1 • _ * 

Camu, camuM, a light loose robe of some light ma- 
tcn.al (as silk, &aV), chemise, 94, 316 
Can or Can (lAi auxiliary of the past tense), did, 
32, 348 

Can, know s, 452, 453 

Canard, ennkerd, corrupt, 80, 206 

VanoH but, a smootif round bit (for horses), 47 

Capitayu, cnptiiiu, 141 

Caprtfole, woodbine, 192 

Captivaunce, captivity, 198 

Captived, taken cuiiUve, enslaved, 98, 160 

Capiiccfo. Jiood (of a cloak), capuchin, 225 

Card, chort, 112 

Cas'e, sorrow, gjPicf, injury, 268,'349. Careful, sor- 
rowful, 39, 111, 544. Careless, free from core, 
22, 544 ; imearod for, 251 
I Carke, care, soitow, grief, 10, 481 
Carl, carle, an old man, 206 ; churl, 60, 257 
Carirage, burden, 876 

Cast, to considfr, plot, Asolve, purpose, 71, 478, 
197; time, period, opportunity, 402, ‘nriv their 
utmost nM/’= almost dead, 378 ; a couple, 392 
Castory, ctftour (red or pink), 128 
Caudivn, caldron, 169 

Causen, to assign a cause or reason, explain, 208 
Vantelom, wury, 619 
Caved, made hollow, 256 
CenUmcl, a sentinel, 59, 239 
Certes, certainly, 164 
Cesse, to cease, 274 
Cesure, a breaking oif, stop, 138 
Chaffar, to ehafl'er, exchange, 102, 478 
Chalenge, to claim, *122, 233, 238, 254 ; to track, 
follow, 81 ; accusation, 278 
Ghamelot water, cainlot watered, 290 
Cluimfred, wrinkled, furrowed, 448 
Champain, cluimpian, champion, open COuntxy. 

plain, 301,379,429 
Champumesse, a female warrior, 228 
Character, image. 322 
Charge, assault, attack, 277 
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Charffei, chariot, lOB 

Charm, to tune, 649 ; a tune, song, 478, 600 
Chanfff, chaufe, to become worm, to be initatod, to 
chafe, 26, 27, 47, 96, 432 ; rage, 801, 868, 888 
Chaunc^ful, hazardous, 618 
Chauntideer, the cock, 17 
ChaWi jaw, 80 ; to chew, 80, 99, 606 
Chayre, cUiry, 187 
Chayre, chariot, 608 

Cheare, there, countenance, favour, cheer, 12, 247. 

C/iearen, to cheer up, 60 • 

Checked, chequered, 147 

Checklaton (O. E. cidaUm), a rich kind of cibih, 896 

ChereUg, cheerfully, AUl 

Chenshmenf, a cherishing, 603 

Chet'ry, to cherish, 409 

Vhevei'ye, chief rent, 663 

Cheviaaunce, enterprise, undcrtoking, performance, 

* bargain, 126, 198, 220, 466, 469 
Chickens {fmMesse), heathen brood, 173 

Chiefe, ‘wrought with a chiefc,’ worked with a 
head (like a nosegay), 481 • 

Chitded, gave birth to a child, 419 
Chimney, fireplace, 128 A 

* (*huie, back, 37^ 

Cfwrle, churl, 201« 

Chynd, cut, divided, 239 

Ciaik, derk, scholar, 343, 601 

Clave, dove, cleft, did cleave* 109, ill 0 

Cleane, cleene, dene, pure, dean, 66 ; entirely, 264, 

* 346, 434. Cleanly, skilfully, 621 

Cleep, to call, 02, 169, 282 
Clemenee, deiuency, 329 ^ 

Clew, plof, purpose (properly a honk of thread),^0 

(7/{/j!, cliff, 176 

Clinck, clicket, latch, 461 

Clombe, climbed, mounted, 176, 267 

Close, secret, 1 61 , 1 87. Cloikly, secretly, 41, 166, 189 

douches, clutehcs, 339 • 

Clouted, bandaged with a doid qf rag, 452 

''loyd, wounded, 193 

Coad, to approach, 303 

Coch, coach, 246 

(bated, in cocks (in heaps), 480 

Cognizaunce, knowledge, recollection, 83 

Colled, emtiraced, fondled, 166 

Collusion, deceit, cunning, 460 

Colour, pretence, 444 ; to hide, 411 

Coloured, deceitful, crafty, 449 , 

Colwort, cabbage-pl-mt, 634 

Comber, to encumber, 419. Combrous, laborious, 
troublesome, 127 

Commen, common, to commune, discou^ 129, 338 
Comment, to relate (falsely), 435 * 

Commodity, advantage, 413 
Commonly, in common, ecpinlly, 66 
Compacte (?), compucted, concerted, 324 
Compacted, close, 158. Compadure, a close knitting 
together, 127 

Conipanie, companion, 23ir 
Compare, to coller^t, procure, 30 
(hmpasse, cirenit, 210 | 

Compost, uontrlvfd, 1 96. Coinpast creast, the round 
l^srt of the helmet, 260 
(kjmpel, to cite, call to aid, 12 
Complement, pmection (of choxaoter), 187 ; union, 

iCl m 

Vompluh, to acGompUsh, 362 


Complyne, evensong, 617 
Compoi'taunce, behaviour, 83 
Compound, to agree, 366 
Comprue, to comprehend, understand, 130 
Compronnaall, to be contained in the same province 
with, 172 

Compyle, to heap up, 164, 169 ; frame, 268 ; settle, 
reconcile, 276 

Conceipt/iil, thoughtful, 419 

Concent, to hamoiiize, 236 * 

Concert, harmony, 224, 698 

Conci'etc, to grow together, 267 

Cond, learnt, 449,476 

Condign, worthy, 424 

i^nditions, qualities, 206, 270, 697 

Conduct, conductor, guide, 416 ; management, 89 

Confusion, destruction, 460 

Cong6, leaver 166, 62Cb 

Conjure, to conspire, 346 

Conne; to know, 4(54 

Consort, company, companion, 428 ; concert, 160, 
666 ; to combine, unite (in harmony), 162 
Constraint, distress, imeosiness, 87 
Containe, to restrain, cujlxol, 206, 364, 386 
ContecL, dispute, 460 
Contempt, contemned, 480 
Contrive, to wear out, spend, 130 
Contioverse, debate, controversy, 262 
Convmable, conformable, 474 
Convent, to convene, summon, 431 
^Convert, to turn, :i41# 

Convince, to conquer, overthrow, 166 

Coosen, kindred, 170 

Coosuiage, fraud, 621 

Cope, to chop, bargain with, 617 

Copesmeue, a companion, 621 * 

Coportwn, an equal portion, 871 

Corage, heart, mint^ 164 ; wrath, 214 

Corbe, crodked, 448 

Corbe, coritel, a projecting piece of wood, stone, or 
iron, placed so os to support a weight of ma- 
terial, 279 

Cordeteayne, cordwayne, cordovan leather, 94, 639 
Coronall, a wreath, garland, 187 
Cdronatwn, carnation, 466 
Corpse, a (living) body, 697v Corse, a body, 14, 20 
bulk, frame, 27 
Corstve, corrosive, 276 
d)sset, a hniid-rcared lam^ 480 
Cost, to approach, come to one's side, 643 
Cote, sheep-fold. 467 
Cb«, a little bout, 107 
Couched, l)ent, 166 ; laid (in order), 69 
Could, knew, 386 

Count, an bbjcct of intcresi or account, 345 
Countenaunce, to make a show of, 88 
Counter, encoflntcr, 499 
Counteixast, counterplot, 373 
Countyrehaunge, rctiu-n of a blow, 207 
Codhteifesaunce, a counterfeiting, 64, 201 
Counteipoys, to coiinterbuluiic^, 303 
Countervayle, to oppose, resist, 109 
Coupe, a cage, coop, 477 
Couplement, couple, 247 
Cbttfv, to cover, protvt, 120 
I Courst, chaced, 316 
Courting, attendance at court, 620 
CouUi, could, 118 ; knew, knew how, 460, 464 
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Covet't, concealed, 79 
Covet'ture^ coveriiif;, sbeltcr, 490 
Covet ise, mvetue, covetnnsness, 30, 176 
Ooicaittree, cowardice, S22 
Cracknell, a thin hard-baked biscuit, 447 
Croeste, cracked, 663 
Ct'aq, eragge, neck, 449, 473 
Craqgtj, knotty, 266 
(h'oke^ |p boost, 307 ; boost, boasting, 140, 484 
Cranky a winding;, 436 
Cranky vif^oronsly, 473 
Crapples, ffnipples, claws, 336 
erased helth, impaired hcaltli, 208 
Cratcti, ruck, crib, (501 
Creakie, indented with creaks, 639 
Creastea, crested, tufted, 231 
Orete, cattle, live stock, (562 
Creinosin, cremsm, crimson, ift, 449, 466 
Crewe (piiestes crew) =creicet, cruise, vessel, (|#0 
Crtiue, accusation, reproach, fault, 153, 449 
Crisped, curly (hair), 94 
Civoke (cross), (^bbet, 318 
Crosfet, a little cross, 42 
rraji-cM(, to pierce or cut awoss, 217 
Croud, a fiddle, 688 

Cruddte, to curdle, 448. Cruddy, curdled, 44, 178 
Criimenall, purse, 474 

Cud, not the thinf? chewed, but the aomaeh where 
the food is received before rumination, 506 * 
Cuffing (or ctiffitng), striking, 260 
Cutter, a ploughshnn.', 664 • ( 

Culm', dove, 1 16, 600 
Culvenng, culverin, a sort of cannon, 347 
Cinidiivus, troublesome, 14 
Curat^ cunets, cuirasses, 318, 382 
Curetesse, hard to be cured, incurable, 217, 386, 
471 

Curtaxe, cutlass, 240 • _ 

Cut, fashion, 614 

Jkiitlale, skilful, 166 ; fertile, 2854 
JJaint, davnl, daint), (50, 166, 2534 (aupcrl. tlayntest, 
149). Damty, rare, valuable, 20 
Daltie, to trifle, 233. Dalluxance, idle talk, trifling, 
90 j 

JJame, lady, 108 • 

Duinnify, to injure, damage, 73, 110 
Jhmozel, damsel, 82 
Dantsk, Danish, 282 • 

Dapper, neat, pretty, 477 

Darrayne, to prepare, get ready, for battle, 31, 44, 
157 

Darred, dazzled, frightened (‘a darred lark’ is 
generally explained ns a lark caught (? Mgbtencd) 
^y means of a looking-glass), 428 
Dayesman, a judge, arbitrator, 122 . 

Daze, to dazzle, dim, 13, 61, 573 ; to confound, 194 

Dead-doing, death-dealing, 92 

Deaded, deadened, 293 • 

Dealth, bestows, 230 

Deare, valuable, pregjons, 177 

Deare, hurt, in]ury, 48 ; sore, sad, 143 ; borely, 106 

Dearlmg, darling, 273 

Deamehe, sorrowfully, mournfully (literally secretly , 
hence lonely, sadly. Sic.), 54t 
Deate, to bedew, 87, 356 

Dedale, to contend, strive, 207, 380 ; battle, strife, 
126, -397. DeMement, debate, no 


Debonaire, gracious, courteous, 20, 158, 182 
Decay, to destroy, perish, relax, 124, 144, 363 ; de- 
struction, ruin, death, 22, 43, 198, 223, 400 
Deeeaved, ttiken by deceit, 309 
Deceipt, deceit, 444 
Deceue, decease, 344 
Decreed, detorininwl on, 258 
Decrea^, decreased. 259 

Deeme (pret. dempst), to judge, deem, 121, 200, 2io, 
263, 471, ‘dcieme Am payne'= adjudge his punish- 
ment, 29* 

Deering-^ooers, doers of daring deeds, 239 
Ik^ace, to defeat, 121 

Defame, disgrace, di8hononr,'310, 168, 299, £83 
Defaste, defaced, destroyed, 98, 122, 165 
Defeasaunce, defeat, 75 
Defeature, defeat, 259 
Defend, to keep or ward olT. 151, 245 
Deffiy, deftly, gracefully, 455 
Define, to settle, decide, 212 
Deform, shapclc^. deformed. 147 
D^ray, to averf (by a pi-oper settlement), 37 ; 
appease, 266 

Detjendered, dcgeircratcd, 295 
yXa//, to temper, stop, remove, 1(50, 128, 228 
Deticc (Deluce), flower de-lice (- flos dclicianim^, 
the ins, 46(5 

Del ices, delights, 106, 2i9, 310. Delightsome, Aeligbt- 
ful • • 

Dell, hole, 452 

t Delve, dell, hole, cove, 112, 119, 169, 232 
Demayne, deiueane, demeamtire, demeanour, lioar- 
igg, treatment, 12g 129, 208, 388. JJeuuuitd, 
treated, 666 

Demisse, subniissive, COO 

Dempt. See Deeuie 

Denay, to deny, 199. 219, 413 

Dent, dint, blow, 259 

Deote, dew, -Wl 

/>e/MKn(ed, depicted|10:5 * 

Depart, to divide, separate, remove, 133, 176 ; de 
partiire, 195 

Depeincl, ilepeincten, to paint, 465 
Depend, to hong down, 146, 446 
Deprave, to defamo, 5530 
Demful, mournful, 6(54. ^nmDeamelie 
Demty, secretly, 227 ; grievously, severely, 167 
/>er-t/oins/=pcrfornmncc of daring deeds, 113 
Derring-doe, daring deeds, warlike deeds, 101, 385, 
477 

Derth, scarcity, 20 
Deryve, to draw aivay, transfer, 22 
Descrie, t^n/, to pc^ve, discover, 94, 100, 233 ; 
reveal, 392 

Descrive, to describe, 94, 420 
Desine, to denote, 246 
Despatr^ull drift, hoiieloss cause, 146 
Desperate, despairing, 244 

Despight, anger, malice^ 17, 81, 162 ; a scomful 
defiance, 809 

Despightful, desptteous, malicious, 81, 118 
Despoyl, to unrobe, undress, 146 
Desse, dais, 284 
Detynde, directed, 266 
Delaine, detention, 324 

Devic^U, fall of devices (as masaues, triumphs, 
&c.),806 • V f I 

Devise, devize, to guess at. 1S9 ; purpose, 405 ; to 
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describo, talk, IGO, 268, 40r», 447. Dmized, paint- 
ed, 83. Devized of, reflected on, 380 
Devoyr. duty, 47.'} 

' Dew, due, 125, 318. Devpfall, due, 427 
Detcelap, palear, 440 
Diapaxe, diapaaon, 127 
Diapml, vpriegated, .'}88 
Difference, choice, 164 
Diffused, Bcattcred, 362 

DiifM, to order, to arrange, prepare, dresa, deck, 
2S, H2, 169, 273 ; mark, 1.60 • 

Dilate, to spread abroad, enlarge upon, 160 a176 
Dmtvig, striking, 410 

Dint, sour, dent, 11 ; '\lolorB dint 'spang of grief, 
481 

Dirujes, dirges, 617 
Dirk, to darken, 449 ; darkly, 474 
J)isai ay, disorder, 97 
Disouxord, to withhold consent. 372 
Disadvaunce, to lower, to draw back, 242, 248 
Disaventfous, unfortunate, unsuccessful, unhappy, 
48, 273, 291 , 363. />uat)«n/ure,* mishap, misfor- 
tune. 69, 373 

• Disburden, to unburden, 107 • 

Discharge, to acquit oneself of, account for, 426 
Jt’scide, to cut in Jgvo, 212 
Disciple, to discipline, 229 
Disclaim, to exjiel, 213 • 

Disclow (pret. distloste), to uftfold, transform, 76, 
, 176 ; sot free, disengage, 2.‘<4 

Diseoloiml, nmny-coloureil, 30, 213, 223 
DiscomfUed, discono/erted, 160 
Discommend, to speak dispoitgingly of, 322 • 

ZlMcm/iwe//, to dissuade, 148 
Discoure, discure, to discover, 129, 165 
Discourse, shifting, 398 
Discourteise, discourteous, lip 
Discreet, differing, l.'i2 
Discust, thrown or shook of, 160 • 

Disease, to distfess, 87, 89 ; uneasiness, 184, 385, 
404. Diseased, ill ut cose, alliioted, 376 
Disentravlc, to draw lortli, to cause to flow, 244, 
2.'i9, 319 

Disgrace, deformity, 367 
Disguizement, disguise, 266 
DishabU, to disparage4)i04 
Disleall (i/j«/c»//aO,lierfidiona, 102, 235 
Dishlfful, disagreeable, 278 
Disloignd, separated, 281 • 

Dismalf, fatal, 114 

Dismay, to subdue, defeat, grieve, disquiet, 168, 
177, 233, 234 ; defeat, ruin, 30.1, 408. DisniayfuU, 
•terrifying, 350 0* 

Dismaijd=vaismaAci, deformed, 141 
Dismay! , to take off a coat of mail, 109 
Dispaeing, pacing, roaming, 634 
Dispair/ul, despairing. See Despair^ull 
Disparage, distHirogemcnt, 273 
Dispart, to divide, 274 • 

Dtspence, to pay for, 26 ; expense, 128 ; abundance, 
3.62 

Dispiteous, cruel, 19 

Display, to spread out, 168 ; discover, 163 
Duple, to discipline, 63 

Dtspleasanee, dtspleasaunce, displeasure, 134, 268 
Disport, play, sport, 160 
Disprad, dispnd, spread abroad, 91, 266, 368 
Dispraise, to disparage, 399 
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Dispredden (pi.), spread out, 29 

Duprofesse, to abandon, 220 

Dispuf'myaunce, want of provisions, 212 

Disseise, disseize, to dispossess, 70, 434 

Disshivered, shivered to pieces, 232 

Dissolute, weak, 201 

Distayne, to defile, 206 

Distent, beaten out, 112 

Disihromte, to dethrone, 136 • 

Distinct, marked, 374 

Distraine, to lund, 163 

Distraught, distracted, 246, 49.} ; drawn apart, se- 
parated, 266 

Distroubled, greatly troubled, 176 

Dite, diglite, to make ready, 61 

DM, ditty, song, 107 

Diverse, distracting, inverting, 16, 87 

Diverst, diverged, tnrrfcd off, 175 

Divide^ia pliiy a flond pobsage 111 music (Kitchin), 34 

Dtvinde, deified, 646 

Divorced, separated by force, 22 

Doale=doIi\ destruction, 314 

Documents, instructions, ^2 

Doe, to cause, 46 • 

Ihffe, to pukoff, 176. 208, 40.) 

Dole, doole, sorrow, grief, 147, 213, 262, 268, 471, 
.649. Doole/ull, sorrowful, 109 
Dolor (dolour), grief, 164, 268 
Dome* doome, doom, judgment, censure, 59, 2.)1, 
281,289 

dDo/i, to put on, 192, .199 

Done, donne, to do, 1.58, 195, 410 , * of well to donne* 
=of well-doing, 63 : dokn, to cause, 93; doex 
( pi.), they do, 448 

Donne, dun, 461 • 

DoomefuU, threatening doom, 425 
Dortours, deeping apartments, 420 
Doted, fooliah, 62 • 

Douht, fear (also to fear), 183, 348. 349, 369, 379 ; a 
matter of doubt. 362. Doubtful, (oaxlaX, 39, 112, 168 
DouMetl, redoubted, 477 

Drad, dred, dread, dreaded, feared, 84, 101, 226, 
227, 240, 346, 423 ; an object of reverence, 11, 
269. Dhkddkst, most dread, 239 
Draft, drift, aim, purpose, 152, 236 
Drapet, elotli, 128 • 

Draught ( — draft), stratagem, aim> 136, 265 
Drare, drove, 506 

Dread, fury, 103. DreadfM, fearful, 159 
Dreare, Drere (Di'eriment), gnef, sorrow, dreadful 
force, 22, .50, 53. 149, 178, 347, 2.56, 272. Drerthed, 
drearyhood, dm/rihed, dreannesa, affliction, 157, 
162, 166, 225, 535 
Drent, drojyned, 118, 145 

Dresse, to dispose, adorn, 220, 284, 480 • 

Drevill, a slavi^ 236 
. Divome, a drum, 551 
Droujie, to ilntop, 134 
Drovf^ied, drowsiness, 18 
Diouth, drought, 118 
Drover, a bout. 282 • 

DrayU, to work sluggldily, 614 
Drugs, dregs, 86 
Dumpish, heavy, 236 
Duruunce, bondage, 1^6 
Durefull, enduring, 283 
Duresse, confinement, 269, 293 
Dye, lot, destiny, 211 
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Eame, to yearn, 12, 41, 293,452 ; to be erleTed,213 
Eargt, erstf firat, aooncst, previoiidy, 61, 70, 83,166, 
477 ; at earjtr, at length, 296 ; at jiresent, 486 
Easterltnon, men of the East (Norwegians, Uoncs, 
&c.), 138 

Eath, ethe, easy, 96, 290, 636 

Eflge, to 8har])en, 237 

Edifye, to I mild, inhabit, 16, 157, 496 

Eeke, »<>, to incmisp, 37, 106, 199, f41 ; also, 459 

Effiei'cetU made fierce, inflamed, 220 

EfTotce, to oppose, 164 

Effotred, efforxt, foiveil, constrained, compelled (to 
yield), 119, 228 
Effratd, scared, 13 

Ej^, aftci’U'crds, again, forthwith, moreover, 82, 
98, 123, 213, 402 

Eftsoones, soon after, forth\^h, 18, 159 
Eidt;, seen, 248 

Elite f eyes, 568 • 

Ehl, age, old age, 61, 93, 239, 288 
fairy, 112 

Els (elfes), else, elsewhere, otherwise, 37, 122, 189 
Emhace. embnse, to briiit^r cast down, humiliate, 
195, 301, 388, 574. A7nOTj!<e, debased, dishonoured, 
157, 209 

Embar, to guard, confine, 21, 48, 219 
Entbaavule, am1>assador, 698 
Embassage, emlmssy, message, 208 ^ 

Embatteil, to am for battle, 102 
Embaulm, to anoint, 266 « 

Embay, to bathe, 56, 63, 84, 124, 151 ; bask, 534 * 

Embay! , to bind np, 94 
Embelluht, adorned (with flowers), 449 
Embosome, to foster, 99 

Embmss, to overwhelm, inrcss hard, 57, 158, 225 ; to 
surround, enclose, 25, 70, 381 
Embosse, to adorn, ornament, ^rray, 158, 162, 248 
Emboto, to arch over, to ciirv^ Ismd, 5#, 637 
Entboteell, to take out the iKiwels, 196 
Embomr, to take shelter, 507 
Emboyl, to boil (with anger), 97. Emboyled, heated, 
71 

Embrace, to brace, to fasten, or bind, 361 ; to pro- 
tect, 203 

Embracement, an emb^e, 98, 201 

Embrave, to decorate, 86, 48 L 

Embreutle, einbroder, to embroider, 189, 225 

Embreice, to stain with bluod, 189, 400 

Embitsied, occupied, 20T 

Erne, uncle, 136 

Emeratid, emerald, 150 

Etnmoee, to move, 85, 117 

Eimiig, among, 146. Emongesl, amongst, 159, 173 
Empale, to enclose, fringe, 536 • 

Empait, empair, to diminish, impair, hurt, 67, 
134, 311, 3.)2 • 

Emparlaunee, treaty, 277, 316 
'impart, assign, 261 ^ 

Emjtassioned, empamonate, moved or touchoAMrith 
imssfon, reeling. 210, 219, 342, 336 
Empetwh, to hlnddF, prevent, 63, 174, 219; hin- 
drance, 113 ; disfigurement, 161 
Empeopled, dwelt, 60 

Emperee, empierce, to pierce through (pret. em- 
ptra, empiertt), 86. 124, 1», 210 
Emperili, to endanger, 248 
Emperiih, to perish, decay, 448 
Smpight, fixed, aetUed, 101 184, 242, 420 


Emplongtd, plunged, 218 
Kmpoysoned, poison^, 187, 189 
Emprtae, emprize, ent^rise, attempt, 98, 116, 307, 
310 

Empurpled, purple-dyed, 150, 195, 227 
Enaunter, lest, 450, 459 
Enbosome, to fix firmly, 148 
Enehnee, enchase, to adorn, embellish, 76, 127, 2^0, 
518 ; to honour with befitting terms, 258 ; en- 
grave, ^0 ; dart, :!47 
AncAeamir, reason, cause, occasion, 83, 460 
EncoidHerment, hindrance, 400 
Eueroche, to come on, 450 , 

Endamage, to damage, do ham, 422 *' 

Endangerment, danger, 302 
Endevonrment, endeavour, labour, 615 
Endetr, to endow, 32 
Endite, to censure, 422 

Endlong, from end to end, continnously, 211, 218 
Endosse, write on the liack, endorse, 353, 555 
Endure, to harfipn, 270 
Ene, once, 486 

Enfelon'd, modqifell or fierce, 337 

En/esleti. Sue In/esl ‘ 

Enfierce, to make fierce, 97 

Enforme, to fashion, 386 • 

Enfouldred, hurled out like thunder and lightning, 

Engtn, wiles, dAiei^ contrivance, 99, 161, 212 

Engirt, surrounded, 602 

Englut, to glut, fill, 89 

Engore, to gore, woimd, 159, 185, 277, 392 

Oigorge, to devour, Hut, 145 

Engraffed, engraft. Implanted, fixed, 104, 236 

Engrained, dyed, 449 

Engrasp, to grasp, 104 

Engrave, to bury, 64, «6, 104 ; to cut, pierce, 197 
Engreeve, et^neve, to grieve, to bo vexed, 99, 161, 1 90 
Engrossf, to buy up in large quantities, to regratc, 
681 ; to wiltc a large letter. 555 
Engroste, made thick, 111, 176, 681 
Fnhaunse, to lift up, raise, 13, 109, 260 
Enlaigen, enlarge, to set at large, deliver, 63, 101, 
274 

Enlumine, to illumine, 296 
Enmove, to move. See Em%oi>e 
Enrace, to implant, 187, 409 
Eniagement^^vae, 602 
Enraunge, tn range, 367 
Enraunged, ranged in order, 191, 608 
Enrold, encircled, 91, 147 
Ensearn^, encloses, 289 

Ensete, eiBue, to follow after, pursue, 151, 160, 2*18. 

Ensuing, following, 275 
Ensnarle, to ensnare, entangle, 838 

to carve, inlay, 91, 109, 112; (sb.) carving, 

Enterdeale, negotiation, 334, 520 
Enferprts, to undertake, 82 

*** 5 hand, 294 

Anfertom, ^e, receive (pay), 126, 370. Enter- 
„ hospitality, 90, 341, 523 

Entertate, to entertain, 341 

eameatly, 71, 898; entliuly, 120 
^92,* W2fMer470^ entwine, interlace, 94, 
Entraile, twisting, entanglement, 13 
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Entrails the lowest part, depth (bowels), 147 
Entreaty to treat of, treat, 218, 280, 206, 865 
Enure, to use, practise, 238. Enured, acenstomed, 
307 ; committed Imbitnully, 341 
Envy, to bo angry, indignant, 251 ; to emulate, 
157 

Enwallom, roll alioiit, 178, 349 
Enwomhed, pregnant, 85 
Enwrap, to wrap up, 70 
Equall, impartial, 427 
Equipage, array, equipment, 68 ; to 
127 

, Ennehn, an ermine, 165 
Ermine, fkin of the ermine, 161 
Erne, to >earn, 96 
Ei'rant, wandering, 201 
Errour, wandering, 182, 210 
Jirjit,477. SeeEaret 
' Etehew, escape, 401 
'Estoyue, to witlulraw, 29 
Esputtl, sigiit, up}X3urauue, obscrvatjpn, 280, 312 
Ensoyne, to excuse, 29 
EMate, state, rank, 369 ^ 

eEterne, eternal, 193. Eternize, to make eternal, 66, 
.'i03 

Elfrnue, to immor^lize, .503 
Ethe, easy, 467 

Eng/i, yew, 12. Eugtun, eieglJtn, ot yew, 70, 519 
Erangely, gospel, 137 * • 

Em/l, poor, unskilful, 416 
Exanimate, lifeless, 146 
Excheat, gain, profit, escheat, 35, 202 
Evpert, to oxperieuoe, 482 • • 

E-ipire, breathe out, 72 ; to fulfil a term, put an 
end to, 44 . 23.5 
Erpresx, to press out, 144 
Extuaie, surprise, 425 • 

Extent, stretched out, 118 g 

Extiipe, to root out, 63 
E 'hn t, extorted. 300 • 

Eitract, descended, 210 
Extreate, extraction, 343 
Emh, exiles, 5.58 
Ewfts, efts, 345 

Eyas, newly-fledged young, 71, 699 
Eyne, eyes, 29, 194 • 


atAy, 


equip, 


Face, to carry a false appearance, 338 
Fart, feat, doo«l, 210 • 

Fail,fayl, to deceive, 222, 293 ; to cause to fail, 103 
Fain,fuyne, glad, eager, 12, 261, 378; Jaynd, de- 
sired, 208 ; faynvx, delights, 358 
Fdtn, favne, to feign, dissnnble, 34, 93g to mis- 
takr, 264 ; imagine, 420 ; •/atued dreadful ’=op- 
parontlY dreailfnl, 22H 

Faitour, fantour, cheat, deceiver, vagnbond, YiUain, 
32, 2.M, 363, 4.')9 

lu'fall, 4.59 . , 

Fatml, fiilsiflcfl, deceived, 2(H 160 ; insecure, weak, 
73. Faltee, fulsehooils, 305. Falter, a liar, 401 
FaUring, faltering, 219 v • ..no 

Fantasy, /antawt, fancy, 149 ; appre^Mion, 408 
Fare, to go, proceed, act, deal, 80, 87, 251, 277 
Far/orth, very far, 2ll 
Faate, having a face, 141 

Fattiiesse, stronghold, 845 , „ . , , ^ 

Fate, destined term of life, 200. ordained by 

fate. 168, 210 


Fault, to offend, be inorror, 140, 444 

Favour, feature, 331 

Favourlesie, not showing favour, 126 

Fay, a fairy, 241 ; faith, 334, 474 

Fear,/eare, companion, 399 ; to /eare, together, 138 

Fear,fearen, to fiighteu, 147, 176 ; * feared qf,' 

alarmed by, 401 
Fear/ull, timid, 421 

Feattfull, festivill, 409 • 

Feateously, neatly, 606 
Feature, fashion, form, character, 54, 240 
Fee, tenure, 88 ; pay, service, 409, .553 ; property, 
2.3.3, 276 

Fedile, enfeebled, 61. Fehlesse, fecblciieas, 271 ' 

Feeld (golden), on emblazoned field (of a knight’s 
shield), 433 

Feend, fiend, ^vil, 70 ^ 

Feld, let fall. Thrown dJfwn, 109, 233 
Fell, bcicll, 249 ; gall, 218 

Fell, fierce, cruel, 172, 220, 337. Felly, cruelly, 36, 
142, 242,417. /W tow eat, most fell, 239. Fellon- 
otu, wicked, fell, 162. Felnesse, cruelty, fierce- 
ness, 123, 270, 276 g 
Femimtee, womanhood. If* 

Feood, fcnd,T^ilty, 232 
Fensible, fit for defence, defensible, 127, 21 2 
Fere, companion, husband, 60, 247, 308, 418 
/'ernie, jodgiiig, 184 
Fet'ry, a ferry boat, 108 
Fett, t6 fetch, 131 ; fetched (rescued), 307 
Pleur-deduce, the iris. See Eehce 
Feutre, fewtre, to place the spear in the rest, to 
prepare for battle, 2.52, 258 
Flaunt, crxmmission, fiat, 523 
File, to defile, 162, 266 • 

File, to polish, smoothe, 15, 556 
end, 151, 246 
Firm, to flxArmly, iTi 

Fit, to be fitting, 87 ; ‘Of loves were JUled* ='vrete 
suited, furnished with lovers, 231 
Fit, fin, emotion, passion, grief, 229, 260, 314, 350 ; 

a musical strain, 68 
Flaggy, loose, 6S), 178 
Flatt, plain, 474 
Flake, a flash, 16.5 ^ 

Flamed, inflamed, 107 
Flasket, a basket, 606 

Flatting, ftatwise,v/\t7\ the flat side (of the sword), 318 
Flaw, a gnst of wind, • 

Fleare, to mock, 619 

Fleet, to sail, float, 146, 278, 552 ; to flit, 206 
Flex, flax, 160 

Flit, fleet, swift, 100, 222 ; clianging, 161 ; unsub- 
stantial, light, 217 

FM, flute, to woYP, change, See, 19, 222, FhttmaF 
' deoting, 70 ; yielding, 119, 161 
Flong, flung, 503 
Flm'e, ground, sjMit, 143, 370 
Flout,M mock, deride, 397, 428 
Flowrets, little flowers, 460 
Flushing, nipldly flowing, 260 • 

Fodder, grass, 2‘22 

Foen, foes, 98 

Fotle, a leaf (of metal)^27 

Foison, abundance, plenty, 564 

Folkmote, a meeting, assembly, 247 

Fon, a fool, 449, 456, 562. Fonly, foolldily, 459 

Fond, foOUdi. doting, 58. 167 ; fondlina fool, 390. 
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Fondly, fooUehly, 313, 628. F<mdne»s, folly, 468, 
578 

Fond, found, 151 ; tried, 196 
Font, foes, 20, 172, 358 
Food feud, 50, 80 
Foolhappit, undesigned, 38 
Foolhardiae, foolhardiness, folly, 88, 528 
/’or, notwithstanding, 177 ; for fear of ; what for= 
w'Unt sort of ? 454 • 

Foi'do, to destroy, 355. Fordonne, utterly undone, 
mined, overcome, 37, 172, 250, 277 
Fortby, forhy, hard by, near, 42,43, 183 ; with, 349 ; 
past, 157 

Forecast, previously determined, 227 
Foredanmed, utterly damned, 217 
Forelay, to lay before, or over, 94 
Forelent, given up entirely. 242 
ForeltfUng, lifting up m 69 * 

Forepout, gone by, 232 • 

Fore-red, foretold, 532 
Foreshewed, previously instmeted, 434 
Foreside, the side to the fore, external covering, 
310 ^ 

Forespent, forspent, uttmy wasted, 256 
Forestall, to take pluvious possessicyi^f, to hinder, 
obstruct, 126,461,611 
Foretaughi, previously taught, 45 
Forewent, gone before, 407 
Forged, false, 21 * 

Forgery, fiction, deceit, ICil; a counterfeit or as- 
sumed character, 310 • 

Forgive, to give up, 404 
Forhatle, to overtake, 475 
Forhent, overtaken, 180 
Fonlent, gave up, 180 

Forlore, forlorn, utterly lost, abandoned, 45, 53, 94, 
150, 173, 178, 187 ; forlore tpeeb.), deserted, 211 ; 
lost (to sense of propriety^ 3.54 • 

Formally, expressly, 153 

Formerhe, beforehand, 305 

Forpas, to pass over, 517 

Forjiassed, past by or through, 213, 310 

Forpmeil, pined away, 21 7 

Forruy, to ravage, prey on, 416 ; a raid, 174 

Forsiike, to avoid, 70 : renounce, 108 

Forsay, forsake. 459*^ 

Forsayd, denied residence, banished, 467 
Forslai'ke,forsloe,forsloa, t<i delay, waste in sloth, 
280, 355 ; neglect, dtiii, 425 ; impt'de, 465 
Forstall, forstallen, to )irevent, 475. See ForesUiU 
Forsirat, spent with heat, 455 
Forswonck, tired with over work, 456 
Forthink, to repent, be sorry for, 380 ; to give up, 
292 « 

• /bri/iric^Af, straightway 115 
Forthy, therefore, because, 130, 4ji|2 
ForUlage, a little fortress, 149, 681 
Fortune, to happen, 165, 183, 392 
Fortunize, to make happy, 405 * ^ 

Fortuneless, unfortunate, 270 
Forwandre, to stlliy away, 42, 220 | 

Forwasted, utterly wasted, 68, 136 
Forteearte (forii;earted), utterly wearie, worn out, 
15, 56, 72 

Forwent, left, 183, 258 ; diS forgo, 561 
Forwome, much wome, 42 
Foster, forester, 157 
FotMrtng, thundering, 88 


i Found, established, 136 
Foundring, toppling, falling, 250 
Foy, allegiance, faith, 135 

Foyle, repulse, defeat, 93 ; to defeat, ruin, over- 
I throw, 136, 351 

I Foyne, to thmst, push, 103, 124, 244, 317 
Foyson, abundance, 5(>4 
Fratgld, fraught, 473 

Frame, to make, form, support, prepare, dlreOT, 20, 
52, 56, 157, 158, 159 ; to put in sliape for motion, 
385 C 

Franqiisement, deliverance, 351 
Franck, free, forward. 90 
Francklin, freeman, freeholder, 61 
Framon, alooi«e woman, 90, 308 
Fray, to frighten, terrify, alarm, 15, 17, 24 , 75, 124, 
149, 170 ; affray, 234 
Fi'enne, a stranger, 455 

Fret, omamciital Itoi'dcr, 288. Fretted, ornamented • 
with fret- work, 129, 174 
Frett, to consume, 90 
Friend, to befifcnd, 236, 285 
Frujot, a httlc bout, 107 
Friskes, gambd&, 283 
Frue, to freeze, 410 
Fro, from, 114, 406 

Ft'olicke, ‘fained her to frolicke = desired her to be 
cheerful, 372 ^ 

Fronts, forchoads.<9 

Frorne, frozen, 450 

Froiy, frosty, frozen, 203, 204 

Fivunce, to fold, plait, 28 

i'roward=ttomwax^, at a distance from, 409 

Fivune, musty, 467 

Fruict, fmit, 449 

Fry, swarms (of young children), 74 
Fry, to foam, 149 
/’Mfi/uncci, fulmmutm, 163 
Fume, to^iHS away like smoke, 556 
Fune/'afl, death «.l 04 
Furniment, furnishing, 245 
Furniture, gear, equipment, 157 
I'ylde, felt, 42') 

Fyle, to polish, 1 64 

f^led, kept in files, registered, 3!i4 

Gage, pledge, 31 , 72, 93 * 

Gam, against (as in yamstrivc, 264), 98 
Gainsay, denial, 164 
Galage (goloehe), a wooden shoe, 450 
Gatingale, sweet cyperus, 634 
Gall, bile, 13 

Gall intMjf ray, hotch-potch, 442 
Gamesonu , pleasant, 428 
Gan (can) began, did, 18, 48, 110, 120 
Gang, to go, 452, 474 
(lai'd, safeguard, protection, 165 
Qarran, a kind of horse, 681 
Garre, to cause, mak'‘, 104, 455 
Gasping, gaping, 454 
Gastfull, fearful, dreary, 471 
Gate, a goat, 460 
Gate, way, procession, 147, 178 
Gaudy green, a robe of a light green, 468 
Oazement, gaze, 307 
Gealosy, gelosy, jealousy, 78, 100 
Qeare, gere, gear, dress, equipment, 99, 306, 398 
421 ; matter, affair, 372 
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Qeare, to jeer, scoff, 108 

Geaton, rare, uncommon, 381, .'>12, 536 

6W/y, Plotted, 179 

Gelt, gold, 448 ; bribed with Rold, 186 
Gelt. This word has been variously explained— by 
some 08 a gelding, by others os a guilty person. 
Professor Child explaiim it as a wild Irishman, 
Celt, 264 

Gelt, castrated, 428 

Gent, gentle, kind, accomplished, 55, 57, 160 

Gere. Bee Geare * 

German, brother, 33, 34. 124 « 

Oerne, to grin, HSti ^ 

Geese, to dhciu, think, guess, 39, 230 
Ge^, deed of arms, SO, 124 , 378; gesture, deport- 
ment, bearing, 128, 165, 201 
GlMstlij, terrible, 162, 166. Ghastlinesse, tcrrible- 
aess, 96 

Ghees, to guess, deem, 39 

Glioet, spirit, soul, 46 

Giambeux, leggings, greaves, 109 • 

Gui, engine (of torture), 36 ; plot, contrivance, 
snore, 9.1, 194 > 

(k/i, giune, to begin, 13, 40, 70, 20.> 

Oipsen, a gii>^y, 

GniJH, tournuincntsjlilts, 11, 477,; to joust, tilt, 
230 

Glade, valley, dale, 159 • 

Glade, to gladden, 411 • • 

Glaive, glavt , glaupe, a sword, 265, 281, 353 
Glee, pleasure V ftHS property, 58 
Glenne, country, hamlet, 455 
Glib, a thick busli of Imir ovithonging the eye<!,s 
269, 630 

Qluns, glimpse, indistinct light, 401, 604 

QUinue, glen, 615 

GlUterand, glittering, 141, 468 • 

Glister, to glitter, slime, 13, 160, 223 ^ 

Glode, glid^, 249 

Glc'-y, vamglory, boasting, 92 • 

Glonnq, deceitful, 201 
Glutted, filled, 474 
Gnarre, growl, snarl, .36 
Goltbeluie, goblin, 139 
Gfibbet, morsel, piece, 13, 69 
Godded, deified, 557 • 

Goe, gone, 467 
Goiidefntf, gondola, 106 

Goodlihed, goodhhead, goodness, 95, 1169, 450; 

gooilly npiMioruncc, 167 
Gooldes, marigolds, 652 
Gore, to pierce, wound, 162 
Gord-blood, clotted blood, 84 ^ • 

Goige, throat, 13, 69, 242 
Gorget, armour for the throat, 242 
Godiawke, a large kind of hawk. 315 
Gossib, kinsman, 75 
GoarmandUe, greediness, 410 
Goveriiall, government, 150 • 

Governaunee, government, 83, 

Goeenimenl, control, 254 

Grace, favour, kindness, 118 ; to give favour to, 67 

Graffed, grafted, 4.50 

Grade, gravel, 44 

Graine, dye (scarlet), 43 

Gramtnerey, many thanks, 117 

Grange, dwel'mg, place, 431 • 

Graple, to tug, 2.50 


Grapletnent, grasp, clutch, 142 
Oraste, graced, favoured, 419 
Grate, to scorn, 86 
Orayle, gravel, 339, .540 

Qrayle, the holy vessel said to have Ikhmi used at 
Our Savio(ir’.s La-^t .Supiiei , 137 
Oreave, grove, 216, 370 
Gree, dcgi-fic, rank, 468 (st. 15) 

Gree, favour, gonkwill, 34, 92 • 

Greete, to congratulate, praise, 307, 349 ; mourutui, 
470 ; to asbigu with praise (st. 14), 307 ; to weep^ 
454 

Gren, to grin, snarl, 265, 420 
Grennuig, grinning, 39 
Grille, pien‘.c, 507 
Oi'ie/ull, grievous, 231, 400 
Oneste, thick, sluggish, 1J)8 ; gray, 58 
Grieslte, j 7 /‘«elyfhorriblc, -16, 14.5, 157 
Grieved, kurt, 49 

Urimnes, iicverity, Ra\agcncss (Embl,), 451 
Grin, to gnash the teeth, 314 
Gripe, to grasp, 70, •150 

Gripte, gripe, grasp ; grnspi^, greedj , 30, 301, 377 

Gron^full, full of groans, 143 

Grootne, man^^uung man. a servant, 297, 376 

G/osse, heavy, 70 ; the whole, 474 

Groundhold, ground-tackle (os cables, anchors), 377 

GtovelintL with face fiat to tlie ground, 81, 159, 184 

Ground, growled, 420 

Giudge, grutch, to ninriuir, growl, 19, 81, 90, 167 
Gi^de, cut, pierce through, 123, 162, 209 
Gryesy, gipsie, MiuiUid, 141, 226 ; fuggy, moist, 162 
Giufon, gryphon, grifflii (a fabnJoiw rnurnal), per- 
liaps used for vulture, eagle, 33 
Gtypt, Uhiough giypt' sz through-gytd, pierced 
tiirongh, 374 
Guarish, to heal, 186, 

Guerdon, reword, 66, 2ft 
Guden, to beguile, 206 
Gutter, gvyler, deceiver, 215 
GutU, guilded, 432 

Guue, manner, mode (of life), custom, .349, 366 
Gulfe, throat, 474 

Gulphing, flowing (like a gulf), 510 

Gust, taste, 433 

Gybe, gilo (Embl.), 4.52 

Gyeld, guild, courthouse, 116 

Qynet, l)eginuest. 477 

Gyre, i ircle, course, 102, 158 • 

Gyod, fettered, 314 

JJabet'geon, haberjeon, a small coat of mail, armout 
fur the neck and breiwt, 109, 174 
flabdiment, clpthiug, 71, 82 

Jlabitaunce, habitation, 111 • 

JJable, able, fit, 5«^ 70 

Hacqueton, a jacket worn under armour, 123 
JJagard, wild, untamed, 70 
llaile, lipil, to drug, haul, 97, 98, 203 
Hale, health, welfare, 560 
Halfendeale, half part, 21 1 • 

//dl/cn-cye=hal£ ordinary sight, i.e. one eye, 212 
UaXlidome, *by my halidom*=\iY my faith as a 
Christian, 617 
’//an (pi.), have, 462, 4ft 

Hand, ‘out of Aand’ssat once, 182, 314; 'nigli 
AaNd'=uear, 401 
Sandsell, price, reward, 413 
3 A 
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ffanaomJy, neatly, 518 
Jiap, to liap}ien, fortune, lot, 101, 380 
Happily^ liaply, by cluiiice, 70 
Happy, Buccesshil, InO 
Harborough, Mrbrough, shelter, 4fi4 
Hat'd, heard, l(i-'» 

Hardiment, hardihood, boldness, 56, 82, 156, 133, 
211 

Hafdnesae, mdeness, 274 • 

Hanlyhed, hardihood, 31, 440 
Hamette, weapons, 314 

Harrow, an exclamation of distress, a coll for 
help, 121 

Harten, to encourage, Incite, 529 ; Itarined, encon- 
ra{^, 278 
Hnrtfesse, timid, 87 
Haile, a wicker bosket for flsh, 480 
Hauhergh, hauberk, hauoef'que, haAberk, a c(Hit of 
moil, 177, 223, 277 • 

Haught, high, august, 41 
JlauU, haughty, 368 
Haulst, embraced, 246 
Huuaten, to frequent, 467 

JIaveour, luteiour, depfftment, behaviour, 193, 224. 

455 ^ 

Hayle, to drag, 302, 362 
Hazardue, danger, 147 
Hazardry, hazard, risk, 103 ; gaming, 16L 
lleadleue'ltood, heedleuehood, hoodlcssncs^ 449 
Heame, home, 481 m 

Heard, herd, 44K ; a keener of cattle, 403. HeiM 
qroomea, herdsmen, 448 
Hean, hair, 21, 126. Jlearie, hairy, 107 
Heoit, heit, command, liehest, 45, 245, 318 ; name, 
•290 ; office (of one wlio had taien vowa), 420 
Heben, ebony, 117 ; of ebony wood, 11 
Hedsfall, that part fif the bridle which is put on 
the horse’s head, 30'i c 

Ileeduiease, het^dfulncsa, 326 
flee<iv, w.irj, 474 
Heeling, heel, 514 
He fie, raised, 72 ; threw, 242 
Hell, to cover, 282 
Helme, helmet, 237 
Jlem, them, 459 ^ 

Hend, to seize, grasp, 350 
Hentie, hinge, 70 
Heat, took, seized. 111, 141 
Her, tiieir, 4(.0 • 

llei'bara, herbs, 130 
Heraethaw, heron, 392 

'-JJi trv, hery, to pr.iisc, w orship, honour, 146, 160, 
448, 478 

Hersail, rcliearsall, 219 • 

Hene, ceremonial, HiH 
Iletfuir, hither, 401 , 455 • 

Hew, shape, form, 16 
Hew, hocking, 401 

Het/degnyea, dances, 464 • , 

J/tde, liostencd. See Ilye 

llidder (if not %ii error for Wd«*=hither) =.he- 
decr ; animals of the male kind, 474 
^le, to hasten, 286 

Uiqht, called, named, 5{L 158 ; entrusted, 28 ; di- 
rected, 348; prqponn'ce worthy, hencse deter- 
mine, choose, 394 ; appointed, 264 ; purports, 474 
'^Ilght, * on hxgbt ’—aloud, 388 
lUld, held, 287 


Htppodamea, sea-horses, 130, 222 

Hont'y frost, hoarfrost, 446 

Hole, whole, 186 

Holpen (pp.) helped, 399 

Hand, hand, 225 

Hong, hung, 189, 190 

Honyeroel, pot of honey, 303 

Hood, state, manner, .329 . 

Hooved, hovered, abode. 556 

Hopeleaae, unexpected, 185 

llore, hf ary, 23 

Homad, rough, 47 

Hoapitage, hospitality, 212 

Jlosptiale, a plm* of rcBt,'^26 • 

Hoite, to entertain, lodge, 270, 402, 506 
Hoslleaae, inhospitable, 218 
Hoatry, lodging, 345 

Hot, hole, was called, 71, 251, 475 ; mentioned, 467 
Houaliag, sacramental, 77 
Hove, rise, float, 21, 196 ; hover, 213 
Howre, time^ 95; ^ good koure ’=good fortune, 
406 * 

Howt'ea, devoUonal exercises, 385 
Hove, vessel, lltip, 138 
Ilububa, shouts, din, 216 
Ilugget' mugger, in Becit)t, sedt^otly, 514 
Humbleaae, humility, humbleness, 19, 25, 74 
Harlyburly, noise rf battle, 309 
Hurtle, to nwh? dash, hurl, attack, 29, 31, Sir 
brandish, 116 ; crowd, 250 
Hurtleaae, innocent, 41 
Huaband, former, 244 
Hyacine, hyauinth#150 
Uye, to hasten, 91,383 ; on hye, hastily, 606 
/7yWt«!7, base, vile, 5184 
Hynde, a servant, 397 

Idle, cai^less, 193* 

Idole, image, 91 , 254 

Hl-faale, haviill' an Ill-look, ft9. Hl-hedded, dis- 
turbed in the head, 230 
Jmbraat, embraced, 274 
Immeasured, unmeasured, 147 
Imp, child, scion, shoot, 11, 187, 286, 349 
Imp, to engraft, insert, 003 
Impamble, unnppcaaiblep277, 493 
Jmppi'ceable, not able to be pierced, 69 
Implore, entreaty, 106 

Imply, t<^nfold, entangle, envelop, 30, 70, 191 
Importable, intolerable, 122 

Importune, violent, savage, 73, 123 ; full of troulile, 
173 ; to threaten, 157 ; to solicit, 342 
Impdtiifnely, with importunity, 119 
Impreaae, to make an im])rcsbion, 140 
/mprovtded, unprovided, uidooked for, 77 
In, tnne, dwelling, lodging, 15, 148, 171, 547 
/n, ‘m . . . fy/(>’=fall up«>n, 163 
Incontinent, forthwith, immediately, 39 
Indew, to put on, l«l, 212 

Indifferetd, impart.inl, 163, 341. Indifferently, im- 
p^ally, 431, 492 
Indtgnaunee, indignation, 219 
Indigne, unworthy, 233 
Indigmfy, to treat with indignity, 361 
Inferd, offered, 399 

I^est, to make fierce or hostile, hostile, 377, 390 
Influence, the pdiver of the stars, 53 
Informed, funned imperfectly, 188 
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Jnfuaet Infiulon, S99 

Ingatet entrance, 280, 499 

Jngowe^ Ingot, 112 

Inholder^ Inhabitant, 431 

InlVt Inwardly, 161, 164, 220 ; entirely, 409 

Inquest, qpost, adTentnre, 163, 298 

Inquire, to call, 183 

Insolent, nnoourteousnesa, 000 

Insolent, rade, 180 

Inspyre, to breathe, 94 

Insu'Ot=msu’t/t, follows, 91, 667 * 

Intend, to stretch ont, 72; to denote, name, ^24; 
, direct one's course, lOl , 

Mendtmenf, Intention, 77, 224 ; knowledge, 186, 499 
Intent, purpose, 82 
Interesse, interest, 426 

Interlace, to intermingle, interweave, 808, 421 

Intermedle, to intermix, 4 

tnUnmle, to coramiinicate, 872 

Intreat, to prevail upon, 90 

Intuse, contusion, 185 , 

Invade, to come into, 101 

Invent, to And ont, 183, 302 ^ 

Idlest, to put on, 264 
Irkes. wearies, 264 
Irkesome, tired, wcar|(* 17 
Irrenowmed, inglorious, 82 

• 

JacoiVs stqffe, a pilgrim's staff, 42, ^3 • 

Jade, a hone, 167, 395 ; a scolding woman, 143 
Jane, quarrel, vai'iance, 89 
Jasp, jasper, 038 

Javel, a worthless wretch, 016 • 

Jeopardie, jeopardy, danger, 101 
Jestes, strliis of leather tied round the legs of 
hawks, with which they arc held upon the flat, 
879 • 

Jollie, Jolly, handsome, pretty, lively, 11, l|p, 233 
Jotliment, jollttee,jo^ty, joyfnlncss, prettiness, live- 
lin.-as, 286, 867, 4Wi * 

Jollyhead, joUlty, 415 

Jott, speck, small piece, 63 

Journall, dinnial, 71 

Jovukl, bright, sunny, 100 

Joy, to rejoice, be glad, enjoy, 169 

Joyannce, joyfulness, merment, 226 

Joysaunce,jouisaunce, joyousncss, 468, 480 

Juncates, junkets, 316 ^ . 

Kaies, keys, 281 
Keam, kearne. See Kern 

Keepe. heed, care, cliarge, 16, 467, 484 ; to take 
care, protect, ‘ heedte watchful cav, 839 ; 

keepinge, guanl, 469, 481 
KeigM, caught, 166 
Kemd, combed, 827 

Ken, to know, try, 697. Kend, lent, knew, per- 
ceived. known, 74, 121, 195, 360, 662,460. Kenst, 
didst know, 449, 452 • 

Kern, on Irish foot-soldier, 640 
Kerne, a fttimcr, 468 
Kerve, to cut, 230 
Kesar, emperor, 112 
Kest, cast, 71 

Kestrell kynd, base nature, 92 

Ktnd, nature, 167, 263 ; sex, 163 : oconpation, 96. 

Ktndly, natural, 60, 161, 209 
Kinred, kindred, 461 
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Kirde, a coat fastened at the waist, 30 
Knee, projection of rocks, 68 
Knife, a sword, dagger, 103 
Kon, know, 562. Kond, knew, 326 
Kydst, knewest, 485 
Kynded, begotten, 320 

Lackey, to follow os a servant, 367 

Lad, led, 154, 225 • a 

Lade, to load, 822 

Laesie, losy, 448 

Imd, attacked, 277 

Laxre, plain, 273 

Lamping, shining, 168, 57." 

Laenrk loynes, slender waist, 189 
Langurous, languid, SI 
Lap, lappe, to fold, cntonsdc, 91, 187 
Larded, fattened, 449 * 

Lare, pastere, 270 
Large, bountiful, 60 
Latched, seized, caught, 453 
Launee, balance, 194 
Launch, to pierce, 84, 261, 3^ 

Lavei', a basin^lSl • 

Lay, fleld, lea,7Mn, 201 , 214 
cry, 83 

Lay, to throw up, 145 
Lay, law, J86 
Layd, faint, 477 
Laye, laity, 459 ^ 

La^tall, a dunghill, aplaco for the deposit of fllth, 38 

Lazar, Icpor, 27 

*Ijea, field, 449 

Leach, a physician, 170, 179 

Leachcraft, medical skill, 170 ■ 

Leake, leaky, 398 

Leany, lean, 468 

Leap, a l)asket,i486 * 

Leare, lore, counsel, 219, 245, Leares, lessons, 196 

Leasing, lying, falsehood, 43, 130, 140 

Least, lest, 350 

Zeavs, to raise, 184 

Ledden, dialect, speech, 287, 556 

Zee, liver, 302,496 

Leese, to loose, 474 _ 

Lifte, lifted, 95 

Legierdemaini sleight of hand, 339, 619 
Leke, leaky, 36 

Leman, a lover, 45, 1 05, 1 65 * 

Lend, to give, provide, 131 

Lengd, longed, 461 

Lenger, longer, 14 

Lepped, did leap, 453 

Zere, to learn, 484 ; lore, 461, 667 

Lesinges, lies, 461 

Lessoned, instmetei, 193 

Led, to listen, 362 . 

Zef, to hinder, 45, 85, 183; * fef &e’s away with, 
93 ; hiporance, 60, 148, 231 
Levelyta direct one’s course, 148 
Zevtff, lightning, 187, 467. Levin ^brond, thunder- 
bolt, 426 

Lewd, Ignoront, wicked, foolish, 460. Lewdly, fool- 
ishly, 270, 448 ' 

Lewdnesse, wickedness, I 8 T, 310 
Libbard, leopard, 41, 94, 168, 166 
ZtcA, like, 196 

lAff» We, dear, beloved, 26, 66 ; willing, 207 ; ‘ lieft 
3 A 2 
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or willing or nnwilling=//f/ or loth. 365, 

424: (comp.) h^er, 58, 5)9, 158; (enperl.) hefest. 
213, ‘ litfent /{(>/€>’= dearest loved one, 1 66 
■iiej/e, lord, ma<!ter— one to whom faith has been 
pledged, 393. Liegeman, a vassal, one who owes 
homage to a liege lord, 92 
Liful, living, full of life, 417, 588 
Ltq, Zfflfgera, tolic, :«1, 459, 4(M) 

Ltgiit, oas}’, ready, 161 ; to lighten, 185 ; befall, 353 

Lightly, quickly, 761 

Lignage, lynage, lineage, 40 

Like, to please, 114 

Like as, as if, :il6 

Likreli/, similar, 598 

Likelynesse, likeness, 331 

LtU.to put out the tongue, 36 

Limbeck, retort, 432 

Limehound, a bloodhounn, limer, 902 

Lni, to cease, 14, 36. 171, 202, 547 « 

List, to desire, like, 125 ; (iniiiers.) please, 164, 278. 

Listfiit, attentive, 299 
Lite, lyte, alight, befall, 387, 395 
Liceloil, lieelood, livelUjiood, 311, 372 
Lirehi, lifelike, living7125, 159, 200 
Lnehihed, /nW///ie«r<f. livelihood, (tiffiiving original, 
125 ; motion of a living being, 393 
Lieeivy, delivery, 381 
Loathly, loathsome, 232, 3.51 
Lojt, height, 16 * 

Lome, clay, loom, 40') . 

jMiiipish, dull, slow, 16, l8l, 225 C. 

Long, to belong, 32, 174, 367 

JMord, lout, 1 95, 446 • 

Jmos, fume, 419 

Loose, to solve, 350 

Lope, leapt, 453 

Lopp, branch, 448 

Lore, learning, teaching^ fashions 91, 246, 287; 
speech, 354 

Lore, torn, left, deserted, 27, 228 ; lost sight of, 347 
Loring, learning, 331 

Lorrel, losell, lozell, a loose idle fellow, 92, 378, 467 
Lose, to loosen, 224 

Losen, to set loose, 193. Zo«Ve=loo6ed, dissolved, 176 
Lot, fate, 365 ; share, 250 
Lothfull, unwilling unpleasant, loatlisome, 180 
Loup, loop, 126 

Lout, tovBt, to iHiw, to do obeisance, 65, 93, 214, 238 
Lovely, loving, 25,%38, 246 ; lovingly, 246 ; lovely, 
of love, 261,394 

Lover, an opening in the roof to let out the smoke, 
411 

Lug, a perch or rod of land, 132 
Lumine, to Illumine, 602 • 

Luskishnesse, sluggishness, 364 
Lust, pleasure, desire, 251, 2i0, 480; to desire, 
please, 113 

Luster, a glittering, sliecn, 353 
Lustlesse, feeble, listless, 29, 181, 364 * , 

Lusty, pleasant, 449 

Lustdiede, lust^lked, lusty-head, pleasure, 216, 459, 
532 ; pleasure (of youth), 460 
Lymiter, a friar licensed to beg within a certain 
district, 513 

Lynage, lineage, 12 * 

Lyne, linen, 536 

'Lyte, to alight, light, befall, 387 
pliant, 449,507 


Mace, sceptre, 132 

Macerate, to tear, 506 

Madding, foolish, 455 

Mage, magician, 170 

Magnes-stone, the magnet, 145 

Maxi, mayl, male, aminiir, 237 

Maine, mayne, force, 44, 50, 141; ocean, 197. 

Matnely. maynly, strongly, violently, 40, 1.^ 
Mamsheat, mainsail. 356 
Maintenaunce, condition, 199 
Maiste^me, maistei'y, mastery, superiority, 106, 
IW, 234 

Maistring, superior, controlliug, 194, 274, 604 
Make, to write poetry, 4?il < 

Make, companion, mate, 44, 218, 238 
Malefice, evil deed, 523 
Malengine, ill intent, deceit, guile, 161 
Mai ice (pret. nialist), regarded with malice, bore 
ill-will to, 406, r/M, 601 
Mahgne, to grudge, 179 
Mall, club, roallPt, 49, 257 ; to maul, 318 
Maltalent, iltwill, 181 
Mand, blocked up with men, 41 7 
Marne, mamj'. company, multitude, 75, 292, 353 , 
Manner, kind of, 279 
Mantle, to rest with oiitsprcOfl wings, 369 
i/flo'c/, spoilt, injured, dishonoured, 159, 214 
margin, lirnk, 102, 274 
Margent. mMrgiA, 178 
Marte, ground , soil ,143 
Marishes, marshes, ;M5 

haminci^, ]9R 

Martyr, to afflictitorment, 263 
Martyrize, to devote us a martyr, 554 
Maske, to conceal oneself by means of a mask (as 
at a masquerade), 43, 174 
Masse, w'oalth, 20^; matcilal, 283 
Massy, massive, 214 
Mate, tirstupefy, confound, armte, 65 
Matchlesse, no^to be matc;hefl^232 
Maugre, maulgre, in spite of, a curse on I 103, 179, 
220, 234 ; unwillingly, 299 
Mans, thrush, 588 
Mayntenaunce, behaviour, 474 
Maysterdome, superiority, 301 
Mazed, aiiia/.cd, confouitded, 234, 261 
Mazeful=amazefiil, wonderful, 589 
Mazer, a kind of hard wood (probably the maplej, 
150; a bowl made of maple, and richly oma- 
mciitcd, 470 

Me, ‘ ho cast me down ’ (1. 244), 260 
MealUi, melteth, 57 

itfrafl^idiile, moderate, moderation, 113, 150,410; 

memiB, 228 ; ‘ by meanes,' because, 399 
Masnesse, humble birth, 372 
Meanly, moderately, 51 :t 
Meare, pure, 143 ; boundary, 210 
Mear'd, divided, shared, 529 
Measure, moderatign, 401 
Medaewart, meadow-wort, 121 
Measured, sang, 148 
Measm'elesse, Ixmndless, 603 
Meddle, medle, to inly, 86, 445 
Meed, reward, 615 
Metre, absolute, entire, 608 
Meint, mingled, 482 
Melampode, bldbk hellebore, 467 
^ell, to intermeddle, 14, 480 



GLOSSARY, 725 


MelUng, meddling, S58, 468 
Memorrn, services for the d(^l, fiI7 
Memorize, to Commemorate, 502 
Menage, to manage, guide (a horse), 47 ; to widd 
(arms), 128 ; management, 226 
Meades, amends, 82 
Mene, means, 842, 887 
Meat, purposdi, meant, 227 
Meat, joined, united, 18, 317 
Met ciable, mcreiful, 474 

Mercie, meivy, thanks, favour, 108 ; thank^on, 82 
Met ajy, to pity, 804 ^ 

MerimcJee, yneryment, merry-making, sport? 108, 
• 161,40!)«4:>8 • 

Mery, pleasant, cheerful, 105 
Mespnse, mesptizc, contempt, insolence, 116,207, 
248; mistake, 147 

Meie. to coniine, heci-ctc, 05, 206, 226 ; prison, 105, 

. 114,585; den, 830 

Meyid, mingled, united, 467 

Mickle, much, great, 07, 177, 211 

Mulde^, midst, 251 ; midmost, 28 * 

Mieve, to move, 208 

facing, ultoctcd, 00 • 

Mtnd, to call to ini.id, 87 
Mindlesse, unmindti^ 260 

Miaime, a trifling Cmg, but properly a musical 
note, 410 

Minunents, tnflts, toys, 268 • , 

Mtneon, a favourite, 90 

Afimsht, diminisUed, 72 

Mirke, dork, ‘ to rmrke*=\ety obscure, 474 

Mirkesome, dark, 35 « 

Mis, to sill, err, 95, 206 

ill-odvifaed, misinformed, 164 
Misaymed, ill-turned, 50 
Miscall, to abuse, 155, 270 
Mischalenge, false challenge, 24f 
Misconceipt, mistake, 257 • 

Miscounxelled, ill-a^ised, 513 • 

Miscreant, unbeliever, 34 
Miscreated, ill-formed, 116 
Miscivaunce, false faith, misbelief, 124, 459 
Misdeem, to deem amiss, misjud^, 73, 360. Mis- 
deeming, misleading, 18. Misdempt, misjudged, 
misweened, 214 ^ 

crime, 362 
Misdid, failed, 250 

Misdiet, over-eating, 29 • 

Misdight, ill-dressed, 381 

Misdoane, to misdo, 206 

Misdoubting, fearing sadly, 376 

J/ (Mr, wretch, 80 • 

Mis/eign, to feign wrongfully, 26 • 

Misfare, misfortune, 352 

Misfartng, evil doing, 556 ; misfortune, 268, 270 
Mtsgone, gone astray, 468 
Mutgovemaunee, misrule, 459 
Misguyd^', trespass, 376, 600 ^ 

Mishappen, liappen amiss, 24 
Mtshapl, missliaiied, 196 
Misleeke, rmslike, to dislike, 305, 460 
Misregard, misconstruction, 270 
Missay, to say to no purpose, uselessly, 418 ; abuse, 
speak ill of, 260, 474 

Museem, to be unseemly, to misbecome, 203 
Misseemtng, unseemly, wrong, 67^ ; deceit, 19 
Misshape, deformity, 357 


Misshapen, deformed, 110 
Mister, sort of, maimer of, 57, 182, 468 
Misthought., mistake, 278 
Mistooke, suspected, 219 
Mislrayne, to mislead, ;t5-{ 

Mistreth, signifies, matters, 199 

Misusage, abuse, 4(i8 

Misweene, to think amiss, 79 

Muwende, to go wrong, 518 

Mizzle, to rain in uttlu drojis, 482 • 

Mo, moe, more, 59, 222 

Mochell, mncli, 149, 170 

Mold, mole, spot, 4 1 8 

Moldicarp, mole, 556 

Molt, melted, 102 

Mome, blockhead, 128 

Momment, mark, stamp, 112; record, 181 

Monoceros, sca-giiiuorii (# sword-hsh), 1 17 

Moorish, mjTish, marshy, 288, 507 

Moral ize^o cause to be moral, 15.{ 

Mote, root, plant, 430 
Morion, helmet, 482, 585 
Mort'ov, morning. 806 
iMot'tall. deadly, 8!) % 

Mot'laMy, tlvi^^te of mortal man, 60 
Most, greatest, 

Mosliehat, generally, 556 

Mot, mote (pi. uioten), may, must, uiight, 191, 286, 
267 » 

Mott, measured, 558 

Mmglit, might, 452 • 

hiould, to moulder, 96 ; shape, form, 27 

Moiintenauiice, siNicis distance, 202, 220 

Movies, insulting grimaces, mouths, 396 

Moyity,ha\f, 148 

Moyle, to defile, 601 • 

Muchell, much, great, 32, 40, 197, 214 
Muck, wealth, 118, 214« 

Mucky, sordid* vile, 113, 206, 405 
Mumming, masking, 520 

Munificence {niunifience), fortification, defence, l.‘i3 

Mured, walled, enclosed, 421 

Muse, to wonder, 82 ; wonderment, 77 

Mustcall, music, 458 

Must, new wine, 438 

Myndes, resolves, lOl • 

Mysterie, pi-^fussiou, trade, 514 

Namely, especially, 484 ^ 

Napivn, apron, 818 
Narre, nearer, 467 
Nets, has not, 459 
Native, natural, 825 

Nathelesse, nathless, none the less, never the less, 
161, 254 • 

Nathemoe, nalhetiipne, none the more, never tlie 
moi-c, 57, 97, 1(12, 184, 421 
Ne, nor, 14 
Neat, catttc, 402 
Needtndfits, necessaries, 551 
Nempt, named, 214 

Nipheices, descendants, grandchilAen, 85, 122, 177 
Net, nett, pure, clean, 226, 401 
Nethelesse, nevertheless, 442, 444 
Neieell, a new thing, 461« 

Ntgatxltse, niggardliness, miserliness, 269 
Nigh, to approach, 452 
Ntghly, nearly, 467 
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Ntll, will not, 183, 219 ; will or mil, wlUiag or un- 
willing, 27 ; *mlled,’ unwilling, 2(54 
^'imbleste, nimblencss, 340 
Nip, to slander, 619 

Nobileue, noblesse, nobleness, nobility, 62, 441, 466 
Nominate, to name, affirm, 67 
Ames, nonce, occasion, 639 
A'oi iture, norlure, nurture, bringing up, 91 
Ni't^ses, Norwegians, 172 
Not^note, wot not, know not, knows not. (It some- 
times seems to stand for ne ntofe= could not), 173, 
192, 226, 293, 306 
Nothing, not at all, 107 
NoUfge, to proclaim, 228 
Nought, not, of no value, 128 
NonlJ, would not, 40, 374, 394 
A’oule, the head, pate, 433 
Nounce, nurse, 491 « ^ 

Nourslt, noitsle, to nurse, foster, rear, 41, 297,380 
Noushng, nestling, burrowing, 288, 656 * 

Novell, news, 449 

Notjance, noyauttce, annmance, 224 
Nogd, noyed, annoyed, (i.t, 72, 160 
Noyes, noise, 246 ^ 

Aoyous, annoying, disagreeable, Injugous. 37, 73 

Noysome, hurtful, 407 

Aycely, carefully, 225 

Nye, to draw near, 461 

Nys, is not, 460 « 

Oaker, ochre, 491 • . 

Vbliquid, oblique, 435 
Obsequy, funeral rite, 86 
Oddes, advantage, 368 

O/, oft, 460 ; upon, 247 ; by, 112, 118, 285 ; qf all, 
Tibovc all, 407 

O^al, that which falls off, 92 
0(fend, to harm, hurt, 151, i^79 
orncic, recentli', 416 • 

OJ spring, origin, 138 

Vn, one, 489 

Onely, chief, especial, 80 

Vpe, open, 246 

Upprest, taken caiitivc, 153 

Ui , ere, before, 517 

Ordain, to set (thelnttle) in order, 133 
Ordei', to arrange, 1 28 ; rank (of army), 127 
Ordmaunce, arrangement, 128 ; ordinance, artillery, 
141 0 

Uitcalche, a kind of otoss, 632 
itrigane, bastard marjoram, 21 
Other, left, 97, 358 
Otherwhere, elsewhere, 150 
Otherwhiles, sometimes, 212, 230 
Ought, owned, 31, 123, 521 ; owed, 19b 
OMf6arre, to arrest, 138 
Outgo, to surpass, 253 * 

Outhyred, let out for hiro, 296 
Outlaundd, oullaiinched, 533 • 

Out-leam, to learn from, 270 • 

Outrage, Tiolcnc& outburst, 90 
iMtstraxned, ontstrctched, 607 
Outweave, vfeax out, 239 ; pass, spend, 227 
Oatwell, to gush or vr^ out, 13 ; (pret.) outvelde, 609 
Outwent, surpassed, 454 • 

Outwtn, to ^ out, 232 

Outvnnd ( =outwin} , to gel out, 307 

Oulureet, wrest out, discover, 99 
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with feclinf', be grieved. Passionate, to express 
feelingly, 75 
Patchocke, clown, 656 

Patronage, defence, 122. Patronesse, a female de- 
fender, 65 

Paunce, paicnce, pansy, 169, 221, 466 

Pavone, peacock, 223 

/•ayne, to take pains, exert, 28 

J‘aifse, to poise, balance, 132 

Pcalimj, ui)pcahng, 429 

J'eare, pere, equal, 369 • 

Peasant knujM, base knight, 374 • 

Pease, blow, 166 

Peece, fabnc, fortified place, os a castle,' ship, &c., 
66, 141, 149, 212, 302 
Peeced, iinpcrtcct, 477 
Peere-tree, pcnr tr^, 463 
Pmnct, to paint, 449 
'Peise, peize, to poise, weigh, 304, 567 
J‘m, to coniine, restrain, 302 
Pendants, orniuucutK (of W(X)d or £|^e) hanging 
doAvn from a Gothic roof, 279 
i'enue, feather, (!» _ 

H'nurie, want of food, 318 * 

Percen, to pici ce, 1/ 

Pei-Su, perdy, pardt^, truly, 42, 66, 93, 206 

Peregall, ecpial, 470 

Perforce, of ruxjcssity, 92 • 

4 c, pert, brisk, 448 • • 

Perfous, perilous, 167, 196, 228, 282 
Persant, persaunt, piercing, 65, 94, 208 
Perselme, parsley, 534 

Persant, piendng, 208 • • ! 

Personage, personal appearunoe, 163 
li t sue, a track, 186, 

Pert, open, plain, 474 

Perveyaunce, provision. Sec Pm'reyaunce 

i’etivncll, a kind of blunderbuss, 622 ^ 

I'esaunt, a pcosant^O 

}*he''re=fere, comiianioii, 661 • 

physnomy, countenance, 430 

Picturat, a picture, 130 

Piqht, fixed, placed, fastened, 22, 186, 449 

Pill, to six)il, plunder, 300, 624, 631 

sorrow, grief, 68 ; to waste away through 
torment, 66 ; 'pined gitost' a spirit wasted away 
(through torment), 168, 267 ; done to pine, caused 
to die, 384 

Ptnnoed, pinioned, 313 • 

Pitteous, comimssionate, tender-hearted, 136 
Place, 'of place’ of rank, 269 
Plaine, playne, to eomplaln, 186, 219, 220 
Platntiffe, plaintive, 315 g 

Ptatane. plane tree, 12 

Pleasaunce, pteasauns, pleasure, delight, 20, 450 ; 

objects affording pleasure, 150 
Pled, pleaded, 342 
push, a shallow pool, plash, 123 
Plight (p. p. plinhf), wiwve, filait, fold, 107, 208, 
396 ; a plait, fold, 94, 340 ; condition, 208, 233 
Ply, to move, 233 
Ji)ue, poyse, weight, force, 73, 366 
PomUpoynt, to appoint, 273, 292 ; a whit, ' topoynt * 
=exaGtly, 164 
Poke, a pouch, 2C3 
Poll, to plunder, 800 
Pollicie, statecraft, 136 • 

lifixupisces, porpoises, 652 


Port, portance, porlaunce, demeanour, bearing, 92, 
93, 116, 165, 204, 222 
Portesse, breviary, 29 
Possesse, to accomplish, 174 

Potshares=potshards, fragments of broken vessels, 
366 

Pouke, a goblin called Tuck or Robin Goodfcllow, 


li>uldred, powdcAd, spotted, 44, 166 ; reducri^ to 
powder, 630 

Pounce, claws, talons, 70, 316 
Pound, weight, balance, 'new in pound ’= anew In 
the balance, 303 
limt'trahed, drawn, 128 

Ponrtruiet, ponrtraiture, portrait, image, 40, 94, 
LW, 253 (vb.), 442 
Pousse, pease, 470 

Poyiiunl, pierc#g, Bharp746, 122, 166, 242 
liiyse, w tight, 30.j ; force, 7 J 
Ji'octic, practicie, treacherous, dcceitfnl, 77 ; skilful, 
242, 364 

Prancle, to trim, dw‘k, adorn, adjust, 28, iK), 92 ; a 
malicious trick, 298 ^ 

Pi'auiHV, to prance, 44 * 

yVa//, to be „ tprey of, 410, to moke a prey of, 
31 2 


Preaee, prense, to press, 76, 212, 124 ; a press, crowd, 
22, lljl^ 260 
Pteeve, m prim', h'JS 
Prefard, prefonvd, 238* 

Jlkfuct, fixed iH'forcbiuuI, 361 
Prejudue, foresight, 130 
Prepense, to consider, 219 
Presage, to t(‘ll or iioint out, foresee, 66 
Presence, reception-room, 28 • 

IHesidenl, precedent, 310 
Prest ready, iireparcri, Vi2, 244 
Pretend, to attempt, m ; to stretch out (or over), 
offer, 378, 414 

Prevent, nntici]'Mitc, 3ri6, ,J98 

Price, to pay the price of, atone for, 36, 68 ; value. 63 
Prick, to ride hard, to spur on quickly, 298 ; point, 
centre of target, 146, 474 
] Puckett, a buck, 4H4 

Prief, priefe, proof, tdol, cxpcijjmciit, 53, 56, 63, 85, 
99, 380 

Pneve, to pfove, 314 

Pnme, pryme, spring time, 21, 163, 192 ; morning, 
128 • 


Prvmitias, first fruits, 617 
Primrose, chief rose, 449 
Principle, beginning, :148 
PiHse, odventnre. 399 

Pnve, privy, aecret, 474. Pi'ivitee, privitie, private 
life, 98 ; intimate relation, 262 * 

Procure, to aiTai%e, entreat, 166 
Pivdigmus, ominmip, 231 
l*rofesse,^ present the appearance of, 387 
Ji oine,t}if‘oyne, to prune or tiiin the feathers, 665 
Pivject, to throw forward, 366 
/tolling, prowling, 474 • 

Prolong, to postpone, 248 
Prone, subjected, 165 

Proper, own, peculiar, 137 ; proper good, own pro- 
perty, 299 • 

Protense, a stretching out, 169 
I Prove, to experience, try, feel, 261, 268, 305 
I Provokement, a provoking, 247 



GLOSSARY. 


728 

Pt'oto, brave ; (superl.) 7VotM</,31, 84, 171. Prointti 
prowess, 56 

Prune, 65. See Proine 
Pryse, to pay for, 285. See Pnee 
Puddle, a small stream, 500 
Puissant, powerful, 286 
Pumfe,pumy stones, -pmaicc stones, 1P6, 453 
Purchase, to obtain, to get, wm ^honestly or other- 
W'ue), 68, 456 ■ 

Puraias, purchase, property, booty, robbery, 24, 93, 
413 

Purfied, i-mbroidercd on the edge, 19, 94 
Purport, disguise, 1 61 

Purpos, purpose, conversation, diseoursc, 20, 75, 9.3, 
1153, 201, 2.50 ; 'to purpose' to the purpose, 15)1 ; 
to speak as 'purpose (/iivr4/y’= to speak of vunons 
tilings, 146 

Pursinrant, a pursuer, .'ll 8 f % 

Pnruvj, to provide, 9:i, 355 • 

Purveyannee, provision, management, 75, 1'o, func- 
tion, 159, 22.3 
Puttocke, a kite, 317 

Pynt, pain (of hunger), 218 ; torment, 66 
Phoning, diggings, worlffot pioneers, 138 

Quaite, to cast down, defeat, conqn^ 98, 165, 203 ; 
perish, 481 

Quamt, nice, fastidious, 194, 230 
Qual{fy, to cose, soothe, 111 * 

Huai le, quarrel, a sqnarc-h^lcd arrow, 142, 148 
Quame, quan-y, prey, game, 144, 197, 315 • 

Quart, quarter, 133 
(luayd, quailed, quelled, subdued, 50 
Queune, a worthless woman, 270 
Quant, quamt, 478 ; ‘ quemt elect,’ oddly chosen, 
196 

Quemt, quenched, 103 

Quell, to kill, to subdue, Ilif 411 ; tq perish, 4.34 ; 

to abate, 452 ; to disconcert, frighten, 307, 356 
Queme, to please, 458 
Quest, ex}ieditioa, pursuit, 199, 262 
QttuA, quinche, to stir, move, .141, 670 

alive, 84 ; ‘some quickc’= something alive, 
4.'52 

Qutetage, quietness, 246 

Quight, to set free, 5(^ to requite, 186 

Quitted, padded, 102 • 

Quip, a jeer, taunt, 519 ; to sneer at, taunt, 395 
Quire, company, 401 • 

QutrX, a quip, 618 

Quit, quite, quyte, to set free, to requite, repay, 19, 
556; to return (a salute), 14, 62; freed, removed, 
33, C7j 231 ; * quite ctame,' to release, 367 
Quool'e, quaked, 214 , 

• 

Rablement, a rabble, troop, 36, 75,^41, 525 
Pace, to FRze, 154,172; to cut, 317 ; raced, erased, 
.340 

ifmf, rode, 801 ' . 

Rod, perceived, 206, 361. See Read 
Raft, bereft, 14, 4W 
Ragged, rugged, 86 

Haile, rayle, to flow, pour down, 43, 123, 181, 222, 
237 

Ram, rayne, to rblgn, 37 ; Kngdom, 114, 180, 344 
Rakdidl, loose, worthless, 352 
Ramp, tear, attack, 26, 35 ; leap, 421 
Banek, fiercely, 92 ; vigarotia growing, 466 


Randon, random, 202, 456 
Ranekorous, sharp, 450 
Ranke, fiercely, 256 
Rape, rapine, 263 

Rascal, raskall, low, hose, worthless, 141, 222, 353 
Rase (pret. rast), to erase, 153, 232 
Rash, to tear violently, hock, 237, 307. RaeMy, 
hastily, suddenly, 162, 227, 2J7. RoA, quickMl32 
Rate, to scold, 207 ^ 

Rate, allowance, 269 ; order, state, 284 
Rath, eoMy, soon, 171, 467. Rather, eorly-bom, 4 19. 
Rath, mound, 642 

Raught, reached, extended, took, 41, 156, 249 

Raunch, to wrench, 471 " c 

Ravin, ravine, plunder, prey, 32, 69, 263 

Ravishment, ecstasy, 404 

Ray, to defile, soil, 84, 203, 379, 540 

Ray, array, 305, 351 , 

Rayle, to flow, 237, 540. Sec Raile 

Rayle, abuse, 234 

Rayne, kingdom, 367 

Rayons, rays, dfeoms, .538 

Read, reede, advice, 296, 369 ; motto, 280 ; proverb, 
466 ; prophefy, 293 , 

Read, reed (pret. rad, red), to know, declare, ex- 
plain or advise, discover, purceive, suppose,* 13, 
14, 42, 52, 67, l07, 117, 164, ill ; regard, 113, 374 
Reeedifye, to rebuili^ 136 
Reallie, to refarm,*125 
Reaines, realms, 167 

Reatv,, to raise, take up or away, steal, 108, 20:^, 
212, 217; excite. 156 ; to rouse, 233 
i^eason, proporcion,^8 

Reave (pret. reft, raff), to bereave, take away 
(forcibly), 26, 120, 141, 201 
Rebuke, conduct deserving of reproof, rudeness, 161 
Rebutle, to canse to mcoil, 19, 73 
Rechlesse, reckless, 621 
Reclayme,Ko call back, 355 (sb.), 213 
Recotde, to remenber, to call to^iind, 293, 455 
Recoure, recoicer, recure, to recover, 243, 261 
Recourse, to recur, return, 4 ; ‘ had /lecourjie'ssdid 
recur, 300 ; r jtum, 208, 260 
Recoyle, to retire, retreat, 62 
Recuile, recule, to recoil, . 0 . 12 , 363 
Red, redd, declared, desc^licd, perceived, saw, 48, 
67. 107, 117, 190, 216, m, 429, 689. See Read 
Redisbourse, to repay, 244 
Redoubled, doughty, 20(i 

Redound, to overflow, flow, be redundant, 23, 41, 

Redress, to reunite, remake, 36 ; to rest. 256 
/feed, t« deem, 112. /feede, fvad, to advise, 13, 86 
Reek, to moke, 474 
Reele, to roll, 198 
Refection, refreshment, 294 
R^t, bereft, taken violently away, 162, 170, 236. 
See Reave 

Regalitie, rights of rcgalty, 86 
Rcgardc, a subject demanding consideration or at- 
tention, 115 ; value, 413 
Regiment, government, command, 131, 172, 651 
Rcke, to care, reck, 466 
Relate, to bring back, 205 
Release, to break loose from, 86 ; to give up. 287 

way, to slacken, relax, soften, 100, 

Relide, to ally, join, 277 
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Behve, to recover, revive, live again, 60, 178, 200, 
414, 481 . 

Remeasure^ to retrace, 10>'i 
Remedilesse, without hope of rescue, 36 
Bmiaerey, to thunk, 141 
Jtemorxe, pity, 198 

RnicouHler,.tx) encounter, meet in battle, 31 
lienjierced (retifierst), nuulc more lici'cc or=reH/orst 
— reinfoned, 121 

Itenforst. reinforced, unForced, mude frffih effort, 
98, 130 * 

Renite, to nin, 4.'»ri, 470 • 

Jlciim'sc, to it'vei’Kc, ovjjrtiirn, 31, 310 
Rejitml, iVspentancc, 220 , to grieve, 205 
Keinmug, a failing (of courage), 19 
Iteplceu', li law term signifying to take possession 
of goods claimed, giving security at the some 
• time to submit the question of proiiorty to a 
legal tribunal w'lthin a given time, 291 
Repwt, to carry off, 83, 132 
Keprief, reproof, shame, 67, 169, 176 
Jleprive, to deprive of, take away, 86 
Pepnve, reprieve, 294 « 

Uifpme, to retake, 144, 248 * 

to require, demand, 41 
Ji«, itesf, demand, 

Reipiit^ retiulted, returned, 240 

Reseize. to reinstate, to be reiiai^sed of, 136 

Resemble, to compare, 21 3 * • 

Rexemb/auitee, look, regard, 196 
Resiant, resident, 288 
Respect, care, caution, 360 

Retpondence, correspondence, Icply (in music), lSl8 
Respy re, to breathe again, 98 
ResUesse, resistless, 34(» 

Restore, restitution, 184 
Resly, restive, 336 • 

Rebturn, to turn (the eyes) bock, 93 . 

Retraile, picture, nortniit, 94, 126 
Reh'ote, a retrcot,^J4, 244, 284 • 

Retifre, retirement, 406 

Revel, a feast, 169 

Revengement, revenge, 234 

Reverse, to return, to cause to return, 168, 175 

Revest, to reclothc, 82 

Remlement, a reviling, otaise, 98 

Revoke, to recall, withdraw, 220 

ReeoU, to roll back, 220 

Jxev), rue, to pity, to be sorrv for, to Ament over, 
repent, 37, 172, 185 
ffeir, row, 189 ; ‘ t« reie,' in order, 499 
Rtbauld, rybctuld, a loose impure jierson, ribald, 81 
Riehesse, riches, Ii5 

Bulling, skill, iduli in explaining riddles, 223 
Rtfe, I'ufe, abundant, obondautly, much, frequent, 
166, 186, 242, 249. R^fdve, abundantly, 486 
RM, split, broken, 114 ; gap, fissure, fragment, 20, 
146, 243 

Rigor, force, 184. iZfporotwfviolent, 226 
Rme, rind, 449 
Ring, to encircle, 361 

Riotue. rudize, not, Extravagance, 169, 226 

Rivage, bank, 259 

Rire, to split, tear, 156,30ir 

Rue, to come to, 131 • 

Rocke, distaff. 240 

Rode, raid, ircnrsion, 400 • 

Bode, roadstead, anchorage for ships, 78 


Rang, rang, 162 
Routes, young bullocks, 448 
Roode, a cross, crucifix, 385 
Rosiere, a rose tree, 127 

Rosmanne, a si'a-monstcr that was supposed to 
feed on the dew on the tops of the sea rocks, 147 ; 
rosemary, 634 
Rote, a lyre, harp, 132, 275 
Routes, rolls, rccArrls, .194 • 

Roundle, a roundelay, a kind of song, 471 
Rmt, crowd, troop, 127, 306 

Rove, to shoot (with a sore of arrow called a rover), 
11, 161, 320,471 

Rotret, the ring of a bit ~any small moveable ring, 
47 

Rotvme, place, space, 69, 183 
j Rownded, whispered, 211 
Rowndell, a r^iid Imbue (of foam), 178 
RotBze, Wouze, to shake up, 69, 95 
Rogue, to mutter, 341 
Rubin, Rubine, the ruby, 94, 150 
Ruddock, redbreast, 688 
Rue, to grieve, 20, 343 « 

Ruffed, rufjled, 165, 501. Ruffin, disordered, 30. 

Ruffing, ru.'»ig, 213 
Ruinate, to ruin, 146, 346 ; ruined, 522 
Ruing, pitying, 343 
Rulesse^nwleuR, 509 

Ruth, i^y, 17, 182. RuthfuU, piteous, 465 
Rutty, rooty, 605 ^ 

Ryfe, frequent, common, 46G 
Ryw, to pierce, 185 

Saanment, oath of purgation taken by an accused 
party, 299 • 

Sacred, accursed, 53, 149, 3.'>1 
.Sad, firm, heavy, grave, 23, 61, 84, 89, 122 
Same, sayne,tu say (fl. say), 435, 460, 481 
Sake, cause, 34 

Sale, a wicker net (made of sallows or willows;, 
484 

Saleiv, to Bolntc, 260 
Saliaunre, onslaught, 83 
Sailed, leapt, sallied, 392 
Sallows, willoAvs, 256 ^ 

Salvage, sat age, wild, 23, 133, 173, 215, 251, 341 
Salue, to sRlnte, 121 

Salve, to heal, save, remedy, 133, 260, 320 
Salving, salvation, restoratiAi, 82 
Sam, together, 66, 460 
Samite, silk stuff, 226 
Sample, example, 467 
Sanguine, blood-colour, 201 
Sardonian, sardonic, 339 

Saufgard, guard, defence, 102. Savegard, toP 
protect, 205 • 

Saulge, sage, 634 

word, saying, proverb, sentence, 656 
Say, o^tnin stuff (for cloaks), 30, 224 
-Soy, assay, proof, 417 
Scald, scabby, 54 • 

Seand, climbed, 424 

Scarabee, a beetle, 637 

Scartnoges, skirmishes, 109 

Semb, hurt, harm, dunftge, min, 77, 169, 212, 486, 

-ScoFrer. to kit drop, 8C 
ScaRerling. a vagrant, 188, 624 
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Sccrne, to discern, 385 

Schuchin^ sru/cAtn, csrutclieon, shield, device on a 
sliield, 177, 23S, 242, 353 
Scolopetidra, a fish resembling a centipede, 147 
&ope, aim, 482 ; dimension, 210 ; * oymed scope,* 
a mark aimed at, 372 
Scorse, to exchange, 131, 207 
tS'corae, to chose, 402 
Scoulti, scowled, 90 . a 

Scriene, acriiie, sct'pne, tkreene^ a cabinet for papers, | 
a writing desk, 11, 131 ; entrance of a hall. 340 
Scrile, shriek, 879 

Sd'ute, to squcc 2 c, crush, 144, 131, 185 
tiriT/de, descried, 358 
Sdeigne, to disdain, IGO, 101 
Sea-shoHldnng^ having shoulders that displace the 
sea, 147 

Sear, to burn, 70 ; bumingfoo • 

Sense, to fasten on, seize, 72 t 

See, scat. 282 

Seelde, seldom, rare, 69, 570 
Eeehj, simple, innocent, 30, !)2, 192, 406 
Seem, ‘ nought sccmethji it is not seemly, 400 
Seeming, apparently, 22^ 

Secmlcsse, imsccnily, 302 

Seemly, in a seemly manner, 123; comely, 148; 
apparent, 226 

Seemlyhed, a seemly apiicarancc, 209 
Seeiie, skilled, experienced, 239, 442 * 

Seew, to pursue, 209 , 

Seised, taken possession of, lU • 

Seisin, possession, 381 

Sekouth, seldom known, ram, strange, 2(i9 

Sell, seat, soddlc, 87, 92, 156, 175, 25(» 

Seniidaunce, semblaunt, semblant, likeness, ai.;jcar- 
mice, phantom, 82, 130, 107, 108, 181, 195 , 282 ; 
cheer, entertainment, 378 
Sence, feeling, 269 • • 

Senesehall, governor, steward, 231, 313 

Sens, since, 254 

Sens^ll, sensible, 381 

Sent, scent, perception, 10, 180, 190, 257 

Sen', sear, 440 

Sei-ve, to bring to bear uiwu, 137 
5y, to esteem, 262 
Severall, diverse, 24 * 

Sew, to follow, 88, 113, 180, 180, 402 ; to^olicit, 294 
Seyne, to say. See Sayne 
Shade, to shadow, repfksent, 327 
Shallop, sloop, 197 

Shame, to feel shame, to be ashamed, 147 
Sham^asf, modest, 318 

Shamefasttiesse, modesty, 308 I 

Shard, division, boundary, 110; cut, 2%7 
•Share, portion, piece, 19 ; to cut, 237, 297, 317 
Shayres, shires, 135 • 

Sheare, to cut, divide, 109, 178, 250 

Sheave, shere, bright, clear, 218 

i8/iea;v<, wings, 119 *, 

Shed, to spill life blood, to kill, 115 
Sheene, shene, briglit, shining, clear, 81, 90, 162, 180 
Shend (pret. ^lent), to disgrace, defile, abuse, re- 
proach, shame, 17, 81, 102, 120, 181, 206, 235, 
467, 607 

Shere, to doavc, divide, 100> 

Shere, bright, clear, 167. 259 
Shew, mark, track, 23 

Shudder (generally explained as «Ae), bat if not a 


corrnption of ihider (tliither) must mean «/ie> 
deer, she animals, 475 
Shield, ‘ God shield,’ G»>d forbid, 400 
Shine, shync, a bright light, 07 ; bright, 242 
Shiver, to ipiiver, 235, 237 
Sh/ole, shallow, 427 
SJionne, to shun, 101 

! Sht^e, shaped, framed, 320 y 

i advanced (in years), 324 
Shriche-owle, shriek owl, 491 
Shriech, slfbiek, 379 
Sbrteeefkxi question (shrive), 293 
Shrifts f conf OEBions, 617 
Shnght, a shriek, 118, 377 ; xo shriek, 203 • 

I Shrike, sliriek, 494 

l^inU, to give out a ringing, shrill sound, 401, 481 ; 

a shrill soimd, 495 
Shrilling, shrill, 33, 203, 239 
Shriving, confession, 617 
Sliivwde, to take shelter, 449 
Sib, sMe, akin, related, 395 
Sich, such, 19(!, 171 
Sicker, sure, 45‘-L 

»S'idlCT'wme,^cimty, safety, 22 J < 

Siege, seat, 90, 1 16 
,%fW,cielc«l, 318 •. 

Sienl, scion, 296 
Sight, sighed, 85 « 

Sign, watchwoM ; fo])rcsculaliou, picture, 232 
Sike, such, 460 

Silly, simple, innoewit, 42, 194, 210 

Simplcsse, simplicity, 467 

<8i», smec, 417 9 

Singulis, sighs, 219, 600 

Sinke, hooid, dqiosit, 14 

Sited, piaced, situated, 1 91 

Sith, stlhr, sifthe, tittup since, 37, 124, 215, 534, 749 

Sithens, sii^u, since that time, 32, 37, 55, 111, 573 

Sillies, tiniTO, 447, 191 

Sits, 18 liccoming,44, 459 ^ 

Skean, u dagger, 631 

Skill, to signify, to be u mutter of importance, 312 

Skippet, li little boat, 146 

Slatke, slow, 190 

Slake, to slock, 169. 332 

Slaver, sloblier, ;57 • 

Slight, sleight, device, trick, 46, 234, 339 

Slipper, slippery, 482 

Slombry, sldSpy, 190 

Slug, to live idle, 82 

Sly, subtle, clever, 121 

Srnirke, neat, trim, 449 

Smif, 19, 348 ; smitten, 160, 231 

Smot, smole, 15H ; smitten, 167 

Smouldry, smouldrwg, Buffo<aiting, 102, 220 

Snag, a knot, 142, 203 

Snaggy, knotted, covered with knots, 44 

Snags, knots, 203 

Siiaky-wireathed = (?) 9snaie-ywi eathed, snake-en- 
twined, 425 
Saar, to snarl, 420 
Snarled, twisted, 225 
Snd/be, to rqirove, snub, 449 • 

Sntb, to reprove, 616 
Snub, knob (of a club), 60 
Soare-falam, a falcon of the first year, 602 
Sold, pay, rumuueA,tion, 126 
Soleln, sad, 460 
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Solemnity a solemn rite, 60 
Somedele, somewhat, 484 
ISong, sang, 106 

Sonned, sunned, exposed to the sun, 447 
Sonneshtne, sunshiny, 446 
Soole, sweetly, 456 

uSooM, true, truth, 460 ; truly, 170, 174, 277 
Soothe, auftury, 485 

Soothly, soothheh, truly, indeed, 164, 844, 367 
Soothsay, prediction, omen, 205 
Soj>s tn mne, a kind of flower like a cavatlou, 458 
Salt, company, 160, 561 
SoH, ‘ m SOI I,’ inasmuch as, 76 
Souce, ^use, sowse, to Rwoop on, as a bird doesu)ion 
his prey, strike, attack, 33, 133, 177, 243,244, 
260, 256, 263 ; tlic swoop (of a hawk), 143 ; blow, 
272, 313 

Souse, to Immerse, 25 

' Southsay, soothsay, 286. Southsayer, soothsayer, 33 
Sovenaunce, remembrance, 107, 111, 124, 459 
Sownd, to wield, 74. Sovind=smuHd, swoou, 112 
Sovane, a sound, 105, 111 • 

SotBsl, struck, 250 

Soyle, prey, 243 % 

Siiace, to walk i-oam, 240, 273, 297 * 

Sptdles, the shoulders, 109 

Spangs, spangleSf 290 * 

Spatxklefw'th, to cause to bp||>rklc, 159 

sparing, niggardliness, 461 « to have, 263, 459 
Sparke (V an error fur sparthe), a battle-axe, 676 
' Span'e, bolt, liar, 348 
Speculation, sight, 603 

Speed, ‘ evill ^eal' miafortumc, 254 • 

•V/ie/f, charm, 452 

Sperre, to bolt, shut, 347, 460 

Sperse, to disperse, scatter, 15, 310 

Spies, spyes, keen glances, ey^, 19, 159, 398, 401 

Spight, displeasure, gniilge, 16I 

SpiU, to ravage, destroy, 27, 199 • 

SoUt, idcced, inlllid, 279 e 
Spavd/oi-th, produced, 4S9 
Simd, to ravage, carry off, 1 14 
Sponned, flowed out quickly, 277 
Spot, to blame, 189 
^mtsed, espoused, betrothed, 60 
Sprad, spread, 340 ^ 

Spray, branch, 434 

Spred, spredden, to spread over, to cover, 157 
Sprent, sprinkled, 150, 237, 534 • 

Spnght, spirit, 310 

Spring, a springal, youth, 535 

Springal, a youth, stripling, 343 

^nring-headed, having heads that spr^ afresh, 

Sprong, sprang, 162, 175 

Svume, to spur, 156 

Spyall, spy, 80 

Spyt'e, to shoot forth, 187 

Sgudi, a paltry trifling fellqpr, 616 

Squire, a square, a rule, a carpenter’s measure, 86 

StadTe, a staff, prop, 40 

Staine, to disparage, 544 

Stale, decoy, halt, 80, 407 

Stalk, a stride, 114 

Stal'd, stfilen, taken, 624 

Slanek, weary, 473 

Stare, to shine, 197 * 

Stared, ‘ up stand,’ stood op stiffly, 327 


iSUari;, strong, stiff, 16, 84 
Star-read, knowledge of the stars, 296 
Startuppe, a wooden shoe, 461 {Olosse) 

State, stately, 473 

Stay, to hold, hold up, support, 220 
Slayd, caused to stay, 372 
Stayed, constant, 148 
Stayne, to dim, deface, 99 
Stayre, a step, U7 

Stead, sted, stedd, station,* place, situation, ol, 68, 
72, llMl, 223, 219 

Stead, to help, avail, bestead, 126 
Steale, stale, handle, 366 
Sleane, a stone (vessel), 434 
SU‘are, a steer, 222, 261 

Steil, place, condition, 357 ; steed, horse, 51. See 
Stead 

fVeedy, stcadfr, 83 | 

Steefy^steelen, of steel, 297 
Steemed, esteemed, 252, 410 
Steep, to bathe, stain, 162 
Keiths, thefts, 24 
Sterne, to exhale, 109 
Stemme, to rush against, 737 
Stent, to r atop, 98 
Sterve, to die, 230 ; to starve, 504 
Steven, voice, cry, 475 
Stew, a hot steaming place, 72 
Stie, likascend, 278 ■ 

Shtl, to drop, flow, trickle, 166, 266 
t/atint, to stop, cease, f76, 243 ; a stop, limit, 564 
Stir, styre, to stir, move, incite, provoke, 102, 198 ; 

to direct, steer, 80 
Stole, a lung robe, 76 
Stomachous, angry, 121 

l^omacke, temiwr, 116 * 

^ond, attach,*] 41 
Slonied, astonished, Alarmed, 351 
Stound, stoinid, stand, a moment of time, 52, 63 ; 
(utuiic of) trouble, peril, alarm, assault, 122, 158, 
162, 255 ; effort, 485 ; a stiiiuuug influence, u 
blow, aniazcmcut, 258, 261, 308, 532; stunned, 
350, 568 

Stouiid, ostonisbincnt, amazement, 568 
Stoup, to swoop, 144 
Stout, stubborn, bold, 174, 2K 
iSoure, stawre, tumult, disturbance, battle, passion, 
fit, 18, 159, 163,446, 447 ; paroxysm, 173 ; danger, 
Iieril, 25, 32 • 

Straine, race, lineage, 271. 

IXraine, stiayne, to stretcli out, 114 

Sti-amt, grasp, strain, 301 

Stroke, strook, 95, !18, 507 ; a streak, 98 

^raunge, foreign, borrow^, 225 

Strayne, to wield, 114 ; to embody in strains, 480 « 

Slrajit, a street^ 116 

Slreiqht, narrow, strait, strict, 355, 583 ; close, 274 
Streightfy, straitly, closely, 122, 166 
StreiqNhiesse, straitnea, 322 
Sh'eife, strain, race, 341, 387 
Stresse, distress, 136, 219 « 

Stnch, the screech-owl, 149 

Strtf-/ul, stryfull, contentious, 88, 164, 243, 286 

Shroken, struck, 367 

Stroud, strand, 196 # 

Strong, strong, 604 

^row, to spre^ out, display, 467 

£8u6, stock of a tree, 58 
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Studf studde, trunk, stock, 4D2 ; shrub bush, 506 

Sty, to ascend, mount, 70, 117 

Subject, lying beneath, 70, 194 

Subnusae, BubmiBsive, 284 

SiMtle, fine-spun, 159 

Subverst, subverted, 228 

Succeed, to approiich, 377 

Saccesse, succession, 130 

Sue, solicit. See Sew . 

SuffemuHce, patience, endurance, 235 
Suffisaunce, abundance, 534 
Snjfised, satisfied, 22 «> 

Sugred, sweet, 105 
Supple, to make suiiple, 185 
Suppress, to uvcrcotnc, keeii down, 398 
Surbate, to batter, 178 
Sarbel, bruised, wearied, 89 
Sunease, to leave olT, utt^ly to cofsc, 158, 178, 
237, 304 . 

Surc/targe, to attack with renewed vigour, z77 
Surduxrged, heavily laden, 200 
Surplusage, excess, 114 
Surprise, to seize suddei^, 410 
Surmount, to surpass, 13f 

Surguedry, pride, insolence, presumnt^«i, 148, 157, 
211,303 

Surtiew, sureeie, to overlook, survey, 449 
Suspect, suspicion, 39 

Sieam, swayn, a labonrci*, youth, person, 391, 453 
Swart, black, 133 

Sirarve, to swerve, retreat, fll, 9fi, 156 ^ 

Swat, did sweat, 305 

Sway, to swing, brandish, wield (arms), 136, 162 ; 

force, 317 : a rapid motion, 147 
Sweat'd, sword, 244, 552 
SuAUh-bands, swaddling-bands, 379 
Sieell, fainted, swooned, 263 ; burnt, *44 ; (? swelled, 
220 ) • 

Swinci, labour, toil, 112, 474 
Swinge, to singe, 70 
Swole, BW’eetly, See Soote 
Swound, swoon, 26'J 
Sybbe, akin, related, 461 
Syker, truly, 467 
Syrlye, surly, 468 


Table, a picture, 59 « 

Tabrere, one playing on a taliour, 458 
Tackle (pi. tackles), ntyiiiig, 78 
Teuimunce, to advance, 41!) 

Taking, sickness, 456 
Talaunts, talons, 7i 
Tatnburms, small drums, 464 
Tone, taken, 546 

tapestry, figured work, 535 * 

Tare, tore, 197 , 

Targe, target, 102 
Tarras, terrace, 840 

Tossed gent, the tierael, or male gosshawk, 180 
Tasswage, to assuage, 448 * 

Tatedrte lace, a lacg (girdle) bought at the fair of 
St. Audrey or St Ethelred, 456 
Teade, a torch, 78, 536, 687 

Teene (tene), grief, sorrow, pain, 58, 76, 86, 213, 
543 ; affliction, 343. See line 
Teene (7 leene, lend, give] , to bestow, 186 
Tell, to count, 114. Teld, told, 365 
Temed, yoked in a team, 178 


Temeicise, like a team, 222 
Temper, to govern, control, 525 
Tempting, controlling, goieniing, 109 
Tend, to wait on, 310 
Tender, to tend, attend to, 193, 372 
Tctebinlb, the turpentine tree, 467 
Termelesse, unlimited, 600 
Thee, to proBiHT, thri^ c, 83 

y/it'CPe/yej*, tl lefts, 222 ' 

Thelemenl, the elements, 449 

Thelf, theg^t, 452 

Then, tMn, 43, J66 

77i£/’t4o, Uesuk's. 158 

TVtete//, thiiteh, 515 f 

Thefher, thither, 367 

Thewed, behaved, inaiinered, 109,. 597 

Thewes, fjiialitios, iiuiinci-s, .55, 60, 83, 137 

Thick, a thicket, 81, 453 

Thtlk, thilke, llmt same, this, 447, 450, 456 ' 

Tho, thoe, then, 1 3, 1 7, 158, 469. Tho, the, pi. tluist', 
474 

Thone, the one, the lirat, 445 
Thorough, through, 246, 574 
Tht'oughly, thoiAighly, 118, 307, 383 
Thother, thif^ othi'r, the other, 145, 445 * 

Thous=thou es, thun art, 466, 5^*, ' 

^Thiall, to take captive, enslave, fi5, 21 9 ; biing into 
subjection, constri^, 3J9 ; a slate, 38 ; eiislated, 
417 t 

Threat, to threaten, 179, 227. Threaf/ull, threaten- 
ing, 227 

Thresher, a flail, 325 
thirty, 448 . 

Thtid, a thread, 240 ^ 

1 Thrill, to pierce, 153, 166, 184, 213, 266. ThrdlaHl, 
piercing, 70, 101 
Thrist, to thirst, 42 ; thirst, 108 
Thtisty, thiruty, 64, ln5 
Throw, tiiiil;, w'hilc, 180 

7V«w, throe, pa^g, 64 ; thrust^attack, 103, 123, 

lol| 24 e> 

Thrust, to thirst, 89 ; thirst, 199 

Thwart, athwart, 198 

Tickle, iincertaiii, insecure, 178,431, 542 

^e, tyde, time, season, opportunity, 20, 190, 209 

Tijy/tf, tied, 421 , •'» » ' 

Timbered, massive (like timberb), 305 

Timelesse, untimely, 670 

Timely, seaiwnable, beautiful, 446 

Tincl, colouied, 481 

Tvne, affliction, 294 

Tme, to light, kindle, inflame, 14, 120, 195, 21 J, 236 

me or tern, son-ow', grief, pain, 218, 245, 294 . 

Tire, nuiff, train, 30 

Tite, lyre, attire, diess, 54, 63, 86, 430 

Titrnose, bcdge-sporiow, 480 

7b=for (as in to /rend), 14 

Todde, a thick bnsh, 4.52 

Tofore, before, 248, 382 

Too, very, 449, 460 

Toole, weapon, 95 

Tooting, looking about, 452 

Top, head, 46 

Tot'en heare, tom hair, 563 
Tfhrent, rent asunder, 263 
Tort, wrong, injury, 74, 103, 164, 271 
Tortunts, injuriousa wrongful, 88, 275. 337 
Toasen, to brandish, toes, 168 
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Tftttie, totiif, tottrrinf;, unsteady, 43H, 449 
To-tome, torn to pieops, 338 
Tourtiey, £o tilt, joust, 80 (sb.), 184 
Touztf, to tease, worry, 143 

Toward, favourable, 99 ; approachinp;, near at hand, 

]r,G 

To-wamt. worn out, 338 

Jby, pastime, sport, 110, 151 ; to play, 829 

7bi//e, net, 580 

Trace, to walk, track, tract, 198, 271, 374 
Ti act, trace, 420 ; to trace, 110 % 

Trade, footstep, tread, 110 ; occupation, y8 ; con- 
duct, 182 

Traduc^on. transfer, 243 

Tratne, trayiie. to drag along, trail, to allure, 390 ; 
wile, deceit, snore, trap, 38, 57, 189, 212, 271 ; 
track, 301 ; assembly, 303 
, Tramell. a net for the hair, tresses, 88, 208 
Tranxfard, transformed, 221 
Tmtmneic. to transmute, transform, 47, 95, 159 
Tranxmore, to transpose, 222* 

Trap, to adorn (with trappings), ^20, 527 
HH’uveited, toiled, 120, 527 
, rmreW, toil, 393 % 

Trayled. interwoven, adorned, 316 ^ 

Tmtehovr, treachm^vr. a traitor, 31, 81,99, 130, 397, 
524 

Treaque. truce, 90 , 

Treat, to discourse, hold parlef wi4h, 202 (sb.), 231 
. Treen, of trees, 48 
Trenchand. ti eficlutnt, cutting, 70, 317 
Ti entail, services of 30 masses, which were usually 
celebrated upon ns uiany|diiEcrcnt days, for 4he 
dead, 517 

Tt'te. to experience, 492 ; prove, daw U ie=prove a 
jackdaw or fool, 521 
Trdd. flowed, 153 « 

Tnm. neat, well-formed, 159 ; pleasing 180 
Trmall. threcfoli^ 78 
Tnphcity. quality of lieing thr«%fold, 78 
Troad, trade, path, footstep, 211, 486, 474 
Ti'oneheon, a headless spear, 123, 242 
Trot/i, trnth, 81 
Trovblous, restless, 92 
Tiwr, to believe, 303 

Trvncled, truncateil, ^ving the head cut off, 102 
Trusie, to pack up, 218 ; carry off, 70, 264 ; a bundle, 
480 

Tryde, proved, essavod, 87 • 

Ti’ve. tried, pnrlfle<l, 302 
Tannodd, troublefl, 278, 541 ^ 

Tameif, an encounter, 258, 278 
7//;ri5an^ turlion, 288 j* 

Timv, twain, tmi, 109 
TteiqM, to twit, 323 
Tenfold, twofold, 35 
Tunde, kindled, 285, 608 
Time, grief, jiain, 58. See Tine, Teen 
Tyne, to come to grief, to jArlsh, 289 
Tyranne, u tyrant, 478 
Tyrannesie, a female tyrant, 37 
T^atinmq, acting like a tjrant, 282 
TV/v, to dress, attire, 282 
7^'elinq’i weary, 157, 396 

Ugly, horrible, 59 

Vmbriei'e, the visor of a helmft, 160, 251 
Unacquainted, unusual, strange, 63 


Unbid, without a prayer, 60 
Unblest, unwounded, 301 
Unbrace, to unfasten, 97 
Unctmle, wild, uncivilised, 112 
Uncouth, unusual, strange, 13, 163, 215, 287 
Unerudfled, uncurdlcd, 689 
Undeflde, uncballen^l, 122 
Underfong, to Burprisc, circumvent, 300, 465 
Underhand, sci^tly, 289 
Underlay, to dmiinish, 505 * 

Underlay, to oflirm in contradiction to anyone, 
4ft 

Undei'song, burden (of a song), 471 
Understand, to learn the cause of (or perhaps to 
take in hand for purpose of arbitration), 24 
Undertake, to perceive, hear, 309 
Undertime, time of the inid-day meal, 195 
Undtgld, to'tindress, Juke off ornaments, unloose, 
23, ^8, 185, 190, 392 
Uneasy, disturbed, 159 

Uneath, unneath, vnneathei, nnelh, scarcely, with 
difflciilty, uneasily, 58, 88, 108, 183, 211, 47 i 
Unespyde, unseen, 159 ^ 

Vnfilde, unpolished, 196 ' 

Ungentle, " -rmirteonB, 162 
Ungentleneiie,\iQ.^ conduct, 182 
Unguilty, not conscious of guilt, 165 
Uuhable, incapable, 29 

Unhe^te patue, unsLicd'ssfTil labour(> (because there 
was no heir to reap the benefit of their pains), 

I 380 » 

Unhappy, unfortunate. 111 
Unhustie, slow, 23 

Unheale, unhele, to expose, uncover, 152, 253 
Un^dy, unwary, 132, Unheedily, unhcedijigly, 

Unherst, ‘ took from the herse or temiKirory monu- 
ment whgre the kxights’ arms were hung,’ 310 
Unkempd, uncomlx'd, rude, 214, 480 
Unkend, unkent, unknown, 288, 440 
Unkind, unnatural, 187 
Unkindly, unnatural, 132, 448 
Unlast, unlaced, 385 
Unlich, unlike, 35 
Unlike, not likely, 320 
Unmannurd, not ciiltivateuf 132 
I/nniarcf,*uninjnred, 407 
Unmeet, unfit, 193, 232 
Unnethes, scarcely, 448 ^ 

Unnoble, ignoble, 502 
Unpurvatde of, unprovided with, 424 
Unred, untold, 291 

Unredrest, without redress, nnrescued, 272 
Unreproi'^ blameless, 113 
Unrestfulnesse, uneasiness, 454 • 

Unshed, unparted, 266 
Unsoote, unsweet, 485 
Unspiche, unseen, 188 
UnMq^, unsteaily, 363 
Unthrifty, wicked, 30 
Unthriftyhead, unthrlft, 147, 2aG 
Unltll, unto, 68, 482 
Untimely, unfortunately, 319 
Untrust, unbound, 566 
Unvalued, Invaluablef 684 
Unwary, unwary, unexpected, 76 
Unware, nnwares, unawares, unexpectedly, 34,159 ; 
unknown, 260, 452, 461 
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Unweeting^ not knowing, nnconsclons, 21, 22, 174 
Unweldy, nnwieldy, 51 
Uhtrut, unknown, l(i5, 250, 297 
L'nvont, nnaccnstomcd, 44K 
Unworthy, undeserved, 380 
Unwreaked, unrovengod, 219 
Upbraide, upbmiding, reproach, abuse, 277, 352, ’ 
512 

Upbroff, burst open, 41G • 

Upbray, to upbraid, lOl, 239 ; an upbraiding, 103 

Uphild, upheld, 414 ^ 

Uphoorded, nphonrded, 503 

Upreare, to raise np, 83, 173, 235 

Upryit, uprisen, 4.'i2 

Upstare, to stand np erect, 149, 217 

Up-start, start up, 97, 121 

Vpstay, to support, 226 

Vptyde, tied up, 86 f • 

Vpwound, knotted, 13 i 

Urehtn, heilgehog, 141 
Usage, behaviour, 207 
UmuHce, usage, 112 
Use, to practise, 252 ; haUts, 104, 213 
Utmost, uttermost, ontmwt, lost, 90, 147, 220, 379, 
420, 003 

Utter, to put out or forth, 452 ; outer; 90, 280 

Vade, to go, 304 ; to vanish, 208, 529 
Vatle, to lay down, 208 ** 

Vaine, frail, 240 
Vaitie, the poetic vein, 477 * 

Vainesse, vanity, 538 
Valew, value, valour, courage, 109 
Valtaunee, valour, 93, 171 
Karighfe, various, 182 
VauMing, advancing, 249 
Vaunt, to display, l(i4 
Vauntage, advantage, opportnftty, 199 « 

Vaut, a vault, 115, 128 
Vaute, to leap, 519 
Vauted, vaulted, 179, 555 
Vawt, a vault, 509, 524 
Ve/e. a veil, 12,101 
Vellanage, villtnage, slavery, 139 
Vellet, velvet, 460 
Venery, hunting, 40 • 

Veng^de, revengeful, deserving of reveoife, W, 99 
Vengement, revenge, 265 
Vmger, avenger, 24 • 

Ventayle, the place of the helmet, 165, 259 
Vent^, lifted up the visor, 169 
Yenteth, snuffeth, 449 
Ventre, to venture, 265 

Ventrous, venturous, bold, adventurous, J49, 239 
to veer, 356 

Vermeil, vermeUl, vermeil, vermily, vermilion, 134, 
160, 201, 277 

Ve;/uo/M, possessing virtue or power, 154 
VesUmeat, vestment, 227 * , 

Vetchy, consisting of tlie straw of the vetcli (tare), 
476 • 

Vtld, vile, 88, 849 
Vildly, vilely, 14, 27 
Vtllem, base-bom, low, 142 
Virelayes, light songs, 480, 54t 
Virginal, pertaining to a virgin, 127 
Vanotnie, visage, 811, 535 
Vitall. life-giving, 81 


Voide, to avoid, tom aside, to remove, 258, 395 
Voided, cleared, 315, 895 

Wade, to walk, go, 13 
TVae, woe, 478 

Wag, to move (the limbs), 299 
Wage, a pledge, 31 ; to pledge, 114 
Wa^notres, quagmires, 474 » 

Watde, weighed, provisl, 278 
Wa^, a waif, an article found and not claimed by 
ui ownef; 294 

Wade, ti^watch, 220, (sb.) 460 
Wakefull, watclifnl, 16, 206 , 

Walke, to roll, wag, 97, 225 • 

TVa//ot 0 Mf, groveling, 218 
IVan, gained, 88 ; took, 110 
Wan, pale, fdnt, 110 
IVand, branch of a tree, 339 
TVantoa, wild, 190 
TVor, worse, 474 
Ward, to guard, 810, 466 
Ware, wary, cautious, 43, 208 
Wareless, unawnm, 286 ; unexpected, 299 ; heedless, 
31 8 ^ 

War-hdble, fit for wor, 138 
Wanment, caution, 243 \ 

Warte, work, 83 

War-monger, a mercMory warrior, 214 
Warray, warreyf to make war on, to lay waste, 37, 
183, 136 

•I IFai'iv, worse, 271 

1 Vasserman, a sea monster In diape like n man, 147 
fVas/, to desolate, laytraatc, 234; wnsteil, 446 
Wasffull, barren, uninhabited, wild, 22, 1 12, 223 ; 

devastating, 446 
Wastness, wilderness, 22 
Water-sprinckle, wateipot, 225, 244 
Wawes, waws, 145 
Wax, wex, to grow, 207, 241 ^ 

Way, to weigh, esMSin, 429 
Wayd, went on their way, 237 ; weighed, deter- 
mined, 230 

Wayl/ull, lamentaule, 179, 449 

Wayment, to lament, 81, 501 ; lamentation, 178, 493 

Wayne, chariot, 29 

Weanell, a weanling, lamb M kid, 475 
Weare, to pass, spend (the time), 15 
WeartOi, mischievous, evil-dispo^, 250 
Weasand-ptpH windpipe, 242 
Weather, to expose to the weather, 315 
Weaved, waved, floated, 81 1 
Weed, clothes, dress, 11, 45, 94, 120 
Weeke, wto, 134 
Weeldeles^, nnwieldy, 243 

Ween (pret. weend), to suppose, expect, think, 14, 
17, 58, 99, 2.')1 . 

Weet, weeten, to know, learn, understand, perceive, 
23, 92, 167, 163, 185. To wea=to wit, 193 
Weeting, knowledge, 341^ 

WeeAxngly, knowingly, 372 

TFeef/eue, unconscious, ignorant, 106, 165, 210 

Wejl, a waif, 309 

Wefte, was wafted, 108 ; avoided, 179 ; a waif, a 
thi^ oaat adrift, 215 
Wel-away the while, alas tho time I 473 
Weld, to wield, govern, 229, 338 
Welke, to wane, 14, ^1)7, 447 
Welkin, sky, heavens, 28 
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Well, weal, 22 ; very {irell affedtionaie), ITri 
Welt, to pour, IM. WeU-heetd, fountain head, 113 
Well-amty, on exclainution of great Borrow, nlwi! 
124, 473 

Well-neetie, experienced, 3(»fi 

Well-lhetted, iiboiiTuling in moral wisdom, 449 

ll’eWer, to roll, 4fiH 

Wend, to turn, go. 273 

Went, journey, course, 237, 389 

Wemnd, wcnsnnd, windpipe, 301 

Wex, to grow, inci’casc, become, 120, 19ft, 207 

Wee, wax, 201 

U7m//;/, marked with streaks, 29 
Wli<i/, n. thing— Aome/y, vliut homely foie, 402 
U7/rt//o»' rt, wiiut sort of II, 455 
li74efliv, where, ]>liice, 0(1, 177 
Whelkp, shelly, 505 
U7it7#M,to nverwliolm, 91, 98 
'Whtt/ier, which of two, 21, 301 
White, time; ‘Alas the tthileA' = \eoe worth the 
time! 440 , 

117i//c«/‘e, i'-Ai/c<v=erewhile, forn^rly, lately, 57, 
TIO, 253 

Whilex, whitest, whilst, 292 ^ 

Whimpted, coAcred with .a wimple, 43(/* 

Whiilpoot, a kind whole, 147 
irAiA(, silenced, 4.kT 
irAo/, hot, 80, 128, 198 
Whi/lotiie, formerly, 28 9 

Wieled, vile (ihalns), 220 
ixiund-iiliont, 414 
W’idder, W’ldcr, 475 

Wnrtit = irite, blame ; ‘ worJiiy Wight ' = mcri^l 
blame, 404 

li7f/A^ ])ernon, being, 129, 140 
Wiqhf, active, 453 
irigA(/w, quickly, 473 
WitdiiKf, a w'lkl apple, 195 
Wnnhle, nimble, 453 

Wimpte, to giiths V, plait, fold, U ; a covering for 
the neck, veil, 70 / 

ll'iM (out), get (out), 232; come up to, 3, 03 
H7«i/v/, wiziwd, wise man, 28, 290 
ir»«', wtze, iiioilc, nianucr, guise; 101, 165, 173 
ir<«/, wisie, knew, 105 
irgfA, to bewitch, - 
Wdehe, n reed, 404 

H'lA', wden, wide, to blame, twit, reprove, 147, 180, 
229, 400 • 

Witeles’ie, blameless, 471 
Wdh-haatt, withheld, 140 
Wnhouten, without, 359 

h»*iisele'!S, 70011811, 406 ^ j 

117//, mind, iiitelligimce, 149. ir<Vh7y, vlacly, sen* 

sjbl.>, 1-10 

147*, wi*e, siul, 124, 233 
M tuntmtmtd, W'omonly feeling, 402 
U'mh {did won), bi; wont, 208 
147**}, iioinie {wouning), dweljUng-pIace, abode, 114, 
150, 270, 375, 378; to dwell, 42, 117, 184, 309 
Wondred, marvellous, 149 
147*w 'led, were wont, 449 
iroMf, to be accustomed, 226 
Wood, mod, frantic, furious, 30, 35, 98, 277 
Woodnes, mailness, 220 
Wvon, to dwell, 504, 657 
447>/7/, motto 251 • 

ll’ofv, i>a8S('d or sjient the time, 87G 


! iro;‘«A* 7 ^, honour, reverence, 12, 163 
j n7ir/A, to be, 109 

i 1I7>(, wote, know, knows, 7, 59, 206, 449 
iroto, know’s, 200. Wotest, knowest, 93 
Woundlesse, unwounded, 477 
44Wi»t/, w'uoed, 412 

4l7*a-e, woxen, liecome, grow'n, 30, 180, 271 
44’racie, wn^-'k, dtstriiction, violence, 38, 448 ; to 
take vengeance, 201. 447i(Ff*t/'«/f, avenging 405 

Wrast, to wrest, 357 
ir/*aA>, did tvrite, 227 
H7Y>i71/tMj7, mowing like a cat, 420 

vengeance. 53, 75 ; ruin, 198 ; to avenge, 
take veiigeanii: on, 93, 104 
Wreak/utt, avenging, 297 
l47-ca(A, to turn, 80 
llTwir, dostrnction, 21 

ir»rrf, to wn 4ch, twis> 153 ; a wrenching, over- 
tnmmg, 144, 153 
TF/wt, rhe wnst, 33, 1{)4 
Wrethe, to twist, 13 
Wrigle, wriggling, 448 

ll’fir (pi. wi dies), wi'iting. a Witten paper, 70, 1C ! 
Wrote, wnken, avenged, ^..W, 238, 200, 45-1 
Wrve, awr; '‘rookwi, 448 
147///, will, OSa, 

Wyde, turned away (of. wide of the mark), 123 
IFyte, wyten, to blame, 353, 5l(i, 558 

r, as a prefix of the past participle, is frequently 
- employed bySpen^, os Y-clad, clothed, 12, II. 

T’fmnght, filled, 20, &c. 

Yate, gate, 400 
Ybent, turned, gone, 180 
Ybet, beaten, 248 

Yblent, blindetl, dazzled, 18, 45C * 

Ybore, bom, 177 
Ycond, learnt, 401 \y 
YcUtd, clod, 14 
Ycteepe, to coll, 550 
Ycleped, called, named, 182 
Ydte, empty, 33 
J dlesse, idleness, 369 
Ydrad, yd red, dreaded, feared, 11 
Yead,yede, yeed, to go (projicrly a preterite tense), 
68, 96 * 

1 earne, tcicam, 365, 392 
Teuen, give in, 455 

Yfei e, together, in compon 3 iwith, .>i, 455 

Yf letted, iidomcd, 165 

Ygo, ygoe, gone, ago, 19. 183 

Fg/auRji/, glanced, glidiHl, 198 

)tlde, yield, 138 

Ytrks, jirks^lfUiliGS, 395 

Yhle, alike, 80 , 

Ylk, same, 471 « 

Tmolt, molted, 220 
Ympe, youth, 224. Sec Tmp 
) mjd, jSined, 275 
ITti/, India, 38 

JTinc, abode, inn, 480 • 

Yod, yode, went, 60, 112, 202 
Yodest, didst go, 607 
Yotd, yielded, 219 
Yoni, yonder, 420 • 

Yond, outrageous, terrible, 196 
Yongthly, youthful, 636 
Yonngltng, young of man or lieost, 66 
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Youngth, yongth, youth, 480, 582 

YounJter, u youth, 281 

Youthly^ youthful, 95 

Yjient, pent up, 446 

Yplight, plighted, 91 

Ympt tn spright, rapt in npirit, 555 

Yrkes, wearies, 204 

Yron-braetdt sinewed like iron (of the onn), 102 


Ytame, together, 433 
Ysfirilled, did sound shrill, 550 
Yloit, harassed, 463 
Yau, certainly, truly, 82, 199 
Ymtt, ‘ had Ymxt* voia after-regret ; literally ‘ had 
I inoten ’ (how it would have turned out), 521 
Ywrate, yv>rok», ywroken, avenged, revongui, 269, 
285, 388 
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